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A. STJEVEY OT’ THE HISTORY OP THE MIDDLE AGES 


Bv JAMKS T. SIIOTWULL, I’lj.D. 

01 CoUiinbla Uiiivcralty 

THIfi TlJANSITtON TO Tlllil MIDDLE A0E9 

contuiy iH, in a way, llio bcginnmg of the hisloiy of Kurope. 
Until tho hovdea of Gotlm, Vaiulals, and Franks came out from the fastnesses 
Iniyoiid the llliiiio and Danubo niul played tlioir ^jart upon the cleared arena 
of tho onipiro itself, the history of tho world was antique. Tho history of 
Uio later onipiro ia still a part of tho ooiitinuoiw but shifting liistory of tlio 
hlodiUn'raueau peoples. The civilisation wliich fclio legions of Constantine 
pi'olooted wiiH not llio product of liomo, it was tho work of an antiquity 
whie.h ttvon Uuiu aLrolohod farthoi* back, throe Umos farlhor, than all tho dis- 
taiuiij whiuli Hoparutoa hia time from ours. Tho empire was all antiquity, 
fiiHCid Into a gigaiitio unit, and protected by tho legions drawn from every 
(uiarter^ of tho world, from Spain to Syria. As it grew old its roots sank 
(loopin’ into tho past. When it had liikoii all that Greece had to offer in art 
and litoratiivo, tho tongno of Groooo gavo froo access to tlie philosophy of tho 
oi'ieiil, and us ils pantheon filled with all llio gods of tho world, its Ihouglit 
bocuiiu! tlu) niJlox of that of tho Ilolloiiisod oast. If Romo conquered the 
ancient world, it was mado captive in roturii. The last pagan god to shine 
ujjon Llio Htandai'dw of tho legions was Mithras, tho Sun-god of the Persians, 
wlulo Lsi.s Hharod with Jupiter tho Untiplo on the Capitol. This world 
iMitroiKiliod boliind the bulwarks that stretchod from Solway to Ninuveh, 
brooding ujioii its jinst, was quickened with but one new thought, —and that 
wjiH un iiii-Itoman oik?, — tho strange, uinvorldly, Christian faith. The peoples 
iliat had booonio subjeots of Romo wore now to own a high allegiance to one 
wlioiii it luid oondonined as a Jewish criminal; on the verge of its own 
(Instruction tho oinpiro becamo Christian. It is tlio fashion to decry the evil 
inlluonees of ilio oiivironmont of early Christianity, but it was tho best that 
Iminau history has ovor afforded, llow would it have fared with Christian 
do(!triuo if it luul liad to do with German barbarians instead of with Greek 
pliiloHoi»h(?i's, wiio could fit tho now truths into aocoi’dance with the teachings 
of tlioir own antiquity, and Roman administrators who could forge from the 
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molten entliusiasm of the wandoring oA’jin^oUsfca, tho Ki>ltn\did HU’m'.tuvn of 
Catholicism. Ueiore Iho storm burst which was to IchL Llic iililiiy iiW Ibo 
antique dviUsatioiij tliQ ohurcli was already Hfcrongor Hum its A ml 

so, at the close, tlio empire stood for two tliingH, auticputy luul (‘fii'isMjiiuty, 

In strnctui'G, too, the governnionl and society were no longer Unman in 
any tiling but name. The administration of llio empire Imcl lu'eoino a Ih'VMiiin 
iibsolutwin, and its society waa verging towards oriental enste. If the in‘t, 
philosophy, and science of the aneiwits could bo preserved duly by Hiioli (nui" 
ditions, it was well tliat they should pas.s away. The empivo in eeusiug to 
be Uoman liad talceii up the worst as well a.s the liosL of llio jiiist, and na it 
grew reapeciablo under Stoic or Clmhtiau teaching, U grow iudin'ormit to (hii 
high impulses of patriotism, cold and formal oiiLwarilly, wearying iiuvanUy 
of its burden. 

The uorthorn frontiers of thm onipiro did not prove to an imbrokon 
bai'i'ier to the Germans, however, and fur two contnricH Imforo ilio Huoh of 


Rome, they had been crossing, individually or in ivihes, into tUu poiu'ofnl 
stretches of the civilised world, 'rhoiv trihiil wars at lunuo nuulo iiU llui 
more alliiriug the atfcraetion.s of the otnpiro. For a long Limn Llio Ronmu 
armies kept these barbamns Lorn anything rc.iC 5 ml)Iing conqni'Ht, lint, ovnn 1 Im 
vanquished who survived defeat found a hmue in Rounm villiiH ov among 
th^redor.^ted troops. 'J'lio fifth century morely lirought to light what hmi 
been long preparing, and it took but few invaders to iieeompliHli Hio limil 
overthrow. The auQce.va of tlw.so last inviLsioiiH Iiuh impoHod ’’ui oxuggnnition 
of their extent upon lusfcoriauK. They v,'ove iu>t true wauderingn of nations, 
but rather meursions of aclventnror.s. Tlio barharhias wo oiiU liy Lho jianm 
of Goths wore a uii.xturo of many uation.H, whilo tlio army of GloviH wuh hiinlly 
more than a singlo Roman legion. Yot tlio important fuel is tliut lho iuvd- 
810118 of the fifth century were succosaful, and ivilli them the imw mm ImginH. 

There were two inovemcuts which brought about the ovortliinw of' Mm 
Komim Empire j one among tlio barbarians, tlio otlmr within Mm mitnin^ 
itselL. Iho Huus wei'o vreasiiig from tlio oast upon the (ioviuau pouplou, 
whom long civil wars had woakouod to such a degree that limy unmt yield 
o' atrongUi of the Uoinaii frontier wa.s to ho tested, wliellmj- 

It GQukl hold back tUo combined impuklouof Tcuteuand lluu, t!m West (hdh 
wiMiin the empire struck at ila heart. Tlio oaptuvo of Remo hy Alarie. did 
not end the cnipiro 5 it does not seem to have created the -nniYoiml iMmslerna- 
tion with winch wo now associato it. Foots and oraLuas «tiU Hpnlco of Ih.nm 
s?. ^ whfnl'f % ami Alarica BUccoHSOr, AUu.lf, .sought Mio Herviee of (hat 

worst of the injuries rnme^d by Marie; it was one of tlm sli-bleHl-. A 

all Mie ^eal of Alaulf could not atone. For, ho the »torv rnim Slilielio 11, o 
last heroic defender of the old empiro called in the inu-rismm fn'm Vu't 
the hautiGi's to stay the Gothic advance. The incni'Hions of Alnrie willnn llm 

SfrtL Rhino T ""7 hmbarl, ns 

* Wsat once; the Gor.nana a.-n ueroHS (he 

a 51“ ii?s rstr^z z evs5'7;i''s" 
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into Iho faslnesHGS of I^con or uoross to Africa. FifteQii years after the inva¬ 
sion, tiio poofc Ausonius is again singing of the vine-dacl‘hills of tlie Koselle, 
mul their rieh vintago. Gaul lias been only partly clianged. The noble 
Sidonius Ai^olUnaris dines with tlie king Tlioodoric «and is genially interested 
ill his Durgundian neighbours who have settled in the eastern part. Dy Lho 
niiddlo of the contury, unaided by the sliadowemperors in Italy, this mixture 
of peoples, coiisoioiia of the valuo of their present advantages, unite to defeat 
tlio invading Huns at the battle of Chalons. But anotlier and more barbarous 
people is now taking possession of lho North. Tho Krniiks aro almost as 
different from tlio Visigoths as tho Iroquois from the Norman Crusaders. 
Continually rocruited from the forests of the lower Zlhine, they do not cut 
tliomsolvc.s off from their ancient lionio and lose themselves in tho midst of 
oivilisation ; liiey first break the Roman state north of tho Loire and then 
crowd down the Visigotlis lowards Siiain. By the year 500 Gaul has become 
Fraiikluiid, and tho Franks have bcoomo Catholic CUristiaus. Add to these 
fact.'^ tlio Saxon conquest of ICnglaud, tlio Ostvogothic kingdom, in Italy, and 
the ovui'Lhrow of tlie ompiro in tho West, and we have a survey of part of 
(lho tiuiiHCoriuaUnn which tho fifth century wrought in Western Europe. 
With it wo outer upon the Middle Ages. 

vSucU is oiu' iulrodncUon to the new page of history. Behind up are 
tlio fading ghnios of old Romo; tho antique society is outwardly supplanted 
by tho youthful and untutored vigour of the Teutonic peoples. But the num¬ 
bers of tho invaders is compavnUvely few and tho world Uiey conquered large 
in oxtout, and it had beou ronianiaing for four livmdred years. Tho antique 
olmnout still povsistod; in the East it retained its sovereignty for another 
tlunimvJul years, in the Wost it compromised with tho Toutonio olomcnt in tho 
iToation of a Uonian Empire on a Gorman basis, which was to last until 
tho day of Napoloon, and in tho rocogiiitiou of the authority of tho llomnn 
hioriirohy. Tlio (Ihnrch and the Empire, those two institutions of which wo 
hdiu' nio.st in tho Middle Ages, wore both of thorn Homan, but both owed their 
])r)litioal oxallalioii Lo lho (Jovmaii Carolingian kings. It was Boniface the 
yaxon, IbiiL ''proconsul of tho Vapacj)?who bound tho Gcrmnna to the lloninu 
Sdoj bill Popin lout bin .strong aid, and Charlemagne doubly seidcd tho 
(MUiijmol. 

Thd iioi’oiHition of tho great king of the Franks ns empororof the Romans 
fonioiiMts a Uiio of history that waa not followed, however, in tho way he 
iiiui ill mind. Tim unitiii of 'ronton and lloinau, or bettor, of Touboii and 
iiiiliquity, was not destined lo proceed so simply and so peacefully. Instead 
of an curly revival of tlio great tlio world wont down into tho dark ago, 
and was fnreod to struggle formally coiiturica slowly upward towards the day 
wlum it <i()uhl again approeiato tho antiquity it had forgotton. In other words 
lho Middle Agii.s intorvonod to divide iUo renuissiiiioo of Cliarlomiigno from 
that wliieh oiilniiiialod in Brawniis. Ilow can wo explain this plieuDineiion? 
Wiiiit is its sigiiillcanoe? It is essential that wo face these questions if we 
would understand in tlio slightest tho history of Europe. And yet as 
wo oXHinino tho phoiioiiionon itself wo may find some reooiistruotion of our 
own ideas of it will be necossary. 


Tina widdijE agiss 

Lot na now turn lo tho Middle Ages. Wo shall find something of iiov- 
oUy ill the not, for in all the world’s history there is no other period which 
ordinarily excites iu us so iittlo interest us this. Looking bade across the 
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centuries from tlie heiglits of Modern Timea^ wo lifivo boon langbl to Lriiiii 
our eyes uipon the far but splontlul table-lands of Romo, and to i^Jioro tlio 
space that intervenes, as tliougU it wero nothing but a dreary bhinlt hoUvuun 
tlie two great eijoclis of our history. Dark Agea and Middle Ages lire to 
most of ITS almost synonymous terms,—athonsaud years lilledwitli a c.oufu- 
sion, with no other sign of life than the clash of battle or the ohiiiiting of 
hymna, a gruesome and unnatural world, domiimtcd by either nniriinl or 
moiiaatio ideals, and void of almost everything we oaro foj’ or suok aCUu' to-iliiy. 

It is strange that such a perspective 1ms persisted so long, Tvlion it I’etjuircH 
but the slightest analysis of the facts to prove its nbtur falsity. 'J’lie nuirunt 
glance along the centuries reveals the fact that tliis sLioLch of a thousand 
years is no level plain, no monotonous repetition of iinprogrcsHivo gencratioJis, 
bub is varying in ciinraoter and progressive in all the daop( 5 r and more (jssen- 
tial elements of civilisation ; in short, is as niiirkodby all the flign.s of evolu¬ 
tion as auy such .sweep of years in all the world's lilsLory. Yot the mistake 
in perspective was made a long time ago; it is a lioritago of tho Uonaissanco. 
When men looked back from tlio attaiumonls of tho sixtooutli conlmy to tlio 
ancient world which so fascinated them, they forgot tluit tho very cLcvation 
upon wliioh they stood had been built by tlio paliont work of thcii own aiici's- 
to^v finddhat tlie cnlightenineut whicli they had uttainuil, tho onlturu of ilm 
Renaissiince itself, would havo boon impos-siblo but for tho Htorn offoit of 
those wlio liad laid the foundations of our society ui)on 'Doiitonio and (JliriH- 
thni basis in the so-callod Middle Ages. Tlio error of the men of tlie RonaiH- 
sauce ha.s passed into liiatory and lived thoro, clothe<l with all tho rlmturui of 
the nToderu literatures, and upheld witii all tho I'lro of roUgioiis ooiilrovorHy. 
How could there be anything worth considoruig in an ago tluib on the oiio 
hfim .1 was void of a ieohug for antiemo ulcus and could not w nto thu puni nU of 
Cicero, and on tiie other hand was dominated by u ridigioua Hystuiu whioli has 
nob satisfied all classos of our modern world? IK\tiC wocondmun tho Middle 
Ages on these grounds, wo aro turning aside from tho updmilding of tlio 
Europe of to-day, because its lostliotic and roligious ideals wore not us varind 
or as radical ns ours. And for this wo aro aslcod to pa.HH by that hvilluiiit 
twelfth century which gave ns universities, politics, the dawn of Hcioiioi', a 
high philosophy, civio life, and national conaciousnosa, or the LlurtooiiLli (inii- 
tury that gave us parliaments. Is there nothing in all tliis tcoiniun' liib Imt 
the gropiiigs of superstition? It is clear that as wo look into it, ilio error 


ho 

)ni 


of the Ronaissanco grows more absurd. Our porspoctivo should ralJior 
that of a long slope of tho ascending coiiturios, rising atoadily hut slo wl 7 I'r 
the time of tlie invasions till the full jnodonL])oriod. 

Let ua look at the details. The break-wp of the Kmuan world wbirli 
le.suUed m the lirsL i>laiiting of the modern nations, did not (•auso tlial- vast 
calaiinby which wo call the Dark Ago. Tho invasion of tho d’uiitouH uiul tlio 
infusion of then; vigour into the effete society of southovu Eiiropu nvuh not a 
fatal blow to cmlisation. Rude as they wore wlioii lirat Llioy cros.sml fhij 
h ontiers of the einpii^, the Qermaii peoples, and cspcoially their hmdm'H, n,u „ 
promise that almost in their own cfay whatever whs of permanent value in 
tho Roman world ahotiUl be re-incoi-porated into tho new sociidy. 'I’Imh Hvrii's 
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iiorUiei'ii sons, buL Imrried Frankland from the Rhine to the Rhone, uiiLil 
jjrogross was at a ataiidatin and tlio only Uioiiglit of Uie ninth century was 
tlnit of dofonoo. Then the HnngEiriaiis camo raiding’ up the Danube valley, 
and ilio Slavs prossod in upon the North, Along the coasts of the Mediter- 
I'liiieiiii tbo Monrish oorwiirs were stifling fclio weak commerce of Italian towns, 
and landing Lhoy attacked such j^orta as Piati and oven sacked a part of Rome. 
Tlio nascent civilisation of tho 'L'enlons waa forced to meet a danger such as 
would call for all tho legions of Augustus. No wonder the weak Caroling 
kings sunk unclor tho burdon and tho war lords of the different tribes groAV 
stronger as tho ncrvolcsa state fell defenceless before tho second groat migra¬ 
tion, or inuiiitaiuQd but partial safety in the natural strongholds of the land. 

Ill such a aituation solf-dolonco beoaino r system. Tlio palisade upon 
somo central hill, tho hodgo and thicket in tho plain, or tho ditch in the 
morass, liocamo tho shedter aiul tho contro of life for every neighbourhood 
tliat stood in tlio track of tho new barlmrituis. The owner of the fastness 
led Ilia noigliboura and liia tenants to battlo; they gave liini their labour for 
bis protection, tbo palmdo-y grew into stonewalls and the ^‘little camps” 
(^aastcUa') bocanio tho feudal caailos. Those grim, battlemcuted towers, that 
ririo up boforo ua out of tho dark ago, wore felio signs of liopc for the centuries 
tliat followed. Society was saved, but it was transformed. The iH’oteoliion 
oC a time of danger booamo oppression in a time of safety, and the feudal 
tyranny fastened upon JCuropo with a strength that cities and kings could 
only moderate but not destroy. 

li'rom tho lonth century to tho present, however, the history of Europe is 
that of QUO contiuuoUH evolution, alow, dittcouraging at times, with ncuuiy 
tragodios to rooord and many liiiniiliationH to bo lived down. But all in all, 
no oouUu'y from that to this 1ms oiiclod without some signal aohiovement in 
ono lino or another, in England, in Krmico, in Italy, or in Germany. By the 
middle cf the tenth century tho first unyielding stops had beon taken when 
tho Saxon kingn of Germany began to build their walled towns along the 
upper Elbe, and to plant tho Gorman colonists along tho eastern frontiers, as 
Unmtt Iv.ul long VilAcldwl vKft mvUvi-viv By 

oiul of the contLiry tho Magyars have Hottlod in tlio luiddlo Danube, under a 
icing at mice Oliristiau and saint, and tho greatest king of the Danes is oliam- 
pu>u of (fiiristondom. In anolhor fifty years tho reslless Norinana aro off on 
t Imir csoiKpiostH again, but now they carry with thorn to England and to Italy 
Llid invigorating iouoii of u youthlul race who are in the front of their lime, 
iiiid n(>t i(M enemies. 

I'liis now movomont of tlio old Viking stock did good rather than harm 
in its own day, but it has done ijiimoa.surablo harm to history. For writers 
and rcsiuhn-H alike have turned at this point from the solid story of progress 
to follow llio baiinors of bhoso wandoring knights, to live in the unreal woiid 
oC r.hivalvy at tho hour when tho wUolo socioty of Europe waa forming itself 
into tho niitums oC to-day, when Iho ronaiasaiice of eoniinorco was building 
cities along all tho liigliwaya of Europe, and tho Boliools were orowded with, 
tho stndenta of law and philosophy. From such a broad field of vital intevests 
wo are luvnod aside to follow the trail of somo brutal noble who wins useless 
victories that doeido notliing, or besieges cities to no discoverable purpose, 
and leaves a transient princedom for tho spoil of his neighbours. These are 
the common jiaths of history through tho Middle Ages, and what wonder if 
they are barren, in tlio track of such mon. 

Hut tho ago of oliivalry was also tho ago of the universitie.'?. Turn from 
tlu) knighi-orraiit to tbo wandoring scholar if wo would And tho true key to 
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the age, but still must leave it in the lealm of romance. Few liave evci' 
g'uessed that the true Ronaissanoo "was not in tlio Florence of Loren/.o nor 
the Rome of Nicholas V, but rather in tliat earlier ceutuiy wlioii the g-ivat 
jurists of bologna restored for all future time the code of fTiisLiniiiii. 'I'bu 
greatest heritage of Rome was not its lileraturc nor its philosoplij^ but its 
law. The best principles that had been evolved in all tJiu anciont world, 
on justice, the rights of man, and property, — whoso security is the liasis of 
all2n’ogress,—all these invaluable truths were brought to light again tliroiigli 
the revival of the Roman law, and incorporated again by niucliiuval li'gisls 
into the structure of society two centuries before the literary UcnaiHaamu! (d' 
the Italian cities. The crowds of students who (loclced to Bologna to Niiuly 
law, and who formed their guild or university on so strango a basiH, mark 
the dawn of modern times fully as well as the academy at IGorciuic or Lbo 
foundation of a Vatican library. Already tljo acienco of politics ivas j’cvivod 
and the problems of government given practical and sciculilic Lest. 

Then came the gigantic tragedy of tJio Hundred Years’ Wai-, I’cLarding 
for more than a century that growth of industry and ooniinorco mion which 
even the ijolitical structure rests. But wliilo English and h'rcucb alike arn 
laying waste the fairest provinces of France, the University of Daris is al)Io 
the policy of Uio universal cliurcli and for a gonovatioii to redttco 
the greatest absolutism of the age, that of the papacy, to llio rCHtimdlons of 
parliamentary government. The Council of Constanco wim in sossiou in lbo 
year of the battle of Aglncourt. And, meanwhile, there is another dovclon- 
nieiit, for more important than the battles of tlio Black Ih'inco or the niarclios 

ot Du Gueaolm, Com,norce thrives along tl.o shores ot itiUy, luul in siiil,. 
ot their countless fevida and petty wars, the cities ot Tusc.iiiy anil laiinhunlv 

ir i ! ““'“s less fi’om tlio camp liru than fr«„. llm ,’ilt’ 


S&el ihfm groalpSmal U,m,u;";:i’ i!;;! 

s sAisHS r 

vation and fartliedng ot onr civilisation ^ ^ ^ ^ I'’'""''''' 

monitor and the guardian of tho H was iiol only llm rtiligimoi 

of governing ^vhen the Roman Empire was ^011^" iT'j’ I'' 
best things of antiquity; for when tlm ^ lbo 

was of no use to themfii was [he chi^^^ ^vlm^ 

fpiiere of utility. It, more thmi tl [ J ’ 1 ^ M'i.lniml I b.^ 

hanaii Germans, and through its codes Charloinagitn lainiul [.Im biu- 

as severe ns the law.s of Hr,nco, it eHrllS almost 

taught our ancestors the ethics of Moses wliili! 

the people. Its monks 
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iKifiHi'M ()f llii) ImL tliciir uiiLni-Uiiiinionl of Liuvollm's inado oom- 

\\w\V{\ noKsihlii. Us pav'ish clim-oli [vitnwhod a nursuiy for domouracy in lUo 
[, qUluu‘iii|',s at llio olim'oli door for (Joun.sol mul duliboniLioii. It oponod Lo 
elm of pciisiiiilH II carnnr (hat pmiiiisod o((iiality with tluj hmightieyt 
suip^miur, oi ovou lUo diolatiou ovei* kiuj^vS. Tlua*o was havdly a doiaU of 
daily lil'n wliicli did not ooino uiuloi- tln< oo^niwaiico or control of llio churcb, 
- -qui'stionH of juamat^o and loifiUmaoy, wilU, oatiiH, oven \viirfai% came 
uiidi’i’ i(H HUi'V('i]lano<t. 

Ilnl. in (l(!piol,inp‘ (IiIh woiidoidid Hy.stom wliiuh ho donuuiiliiil lUiropo in 
tlio i'iirly Middlo Ajftm, wlion IdnjfH worn but almdowH or ninitivry diolalors 
(ivcr iiiKjortiiiii niiilin.Sj wo nniHt ho oaroM not to givo too much of an air of 
nili^donity lo Lhu wlicdo filiddlo Aj*-o. 'Tlio moii of tlio JMiddlo AgcH did not 
.ill livo in a (!o\vl. Hymoml.H in his Innllimit Jiwtory of tlio KoiniiMHaiioo in 
Jiuly likoiiH tlm wliolo imidinwil attitude to that of St. lloriuird, tho groiiloat 
uf Uh iiHooLioH. SL. liurmtrd would walk b,y llio Idiio waLors of Luka (ionova 
iidoiit only njion IiIh rpnaiy and prayor. AorosH tlio lako gleam tlie snows 
of Mont |{luno,‘-'H night no tmvoUor fnrgols when once lie Thus seen it; but 
ilm rtiunl, with \\m uowl drawn ovor liw eyes, sees only his nw)i ain and IhQ 
vinioii of llio last judgiuout. So, Huyn SynioiidH, Jminniuty walked along its 
way, a oiu'orul pilgrim unheoding- tlio hcuiUy or delight of the woj'14 aroiifld. 
hfnw tliiH is very Htrildng, hut in it true? ’l*'irat of all, tho Middle Ages, as 
ordinarily roekoned, inehido a Hlretoh of ten centuries. \Yo have already 
Hduu liow unlike theso oonturio.H wore, how they differed from ouch other as 
nineli a.s any ooiiturios before or sinee. Tho iiineteonth is hardly more dif- 
Cei'ent from the oightoonth than U»o twolftli was different from tlio cluvonlh. 
So luuoh for tho univorsalisation as wo go up and dowJi tho oontnrioHi it 
can liariUy apjily to all. Somo gave us tho OJim^soiis dos GesLos, tho Son^ 
0/ Hnla 7 Htt the legonda of Obarloimvguo and his pala(li 7 i 8 . Otliors gave us 
(,im doUeifiUH lyrics of tho ininnosingors and troubudoiirs, oX Waller von dor 
^^(lgel\veido and liortruii do Korn. And as for ihoir variety, we must again 
I'ooaW ibaV tbe saniu cmAnvy VbaV. gaYonn ttl:,. YvuTicis of Aemsi—timt jong- 
lour of God — and tlio Divine Comedy., gave us also Magna Charta and ropro- 
Hoididivo government. 

but oven if wo ooncedo that tlio monlcH dominated modiioval aooiety 
as Syinonds pivinls it, wo ninst not imagine that they wore all St. Jioriiards. 
h'ew iiuh'odthe saiutOil few — were alone able to abstract thomselvos so 
ooiiiplolely from this life a.s to bo nnoonseioiis of tUoir suiToinidmga. The 
Hiuu'i’ssivo rol'oriuN, Gluguy, Garthusians, Custcreians, beginning in x>overty 
and oinliiig in ^v^laltU and worldly inlliionco, show what sort of men Avoro 
(ho oowl. ’'The nioiilvH woro not all alike; some were worldly, some wore 
religious, Homo were sclmbirH, and somo woro merely indolent. The inouas- 
tery whh 11 homo for the scholar, a rofugo for tho difloonsolato, and an asylum 
for llie (lisgriieed. And a inonlr might ofUni bo a mnu whoso sonsibili- 
Ihis, instmul of lining dull, woro move sbaridy awake than our own to-day. 

1 Ms faith Idiidlnd aa imagination that broiiglit tho next world down into his 
daily life, and 0110 who is in comuuiiiion with otoi’nity ia an uncousoious pool 
us well UH a <l«voleo. Danto’s groat poem is just tho essence of a thousand 
Vi'firri of Hiioli visioiiH. 'I’iiose xdmscs of tho Middle Ages farthest removed 
'ri’(}m oiir limes and our habits of thought aro not iiOGoasarily sombre. They 
lu-o gilded with the most alluring light that over brightened liunianity — 
tho iiono find vision of iimnortalifcy. ^ . 

ft liiiH .soeniod noemsHary to say this iniioli at least about the ecolesiaBti- 
oism of tlio Middlo Agos so that wo may get a new or at least a more sym- 
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BOOK I 

Till'] LAT15U liOMAN BMPIUE IN THE EAST 


INTllOnUCTION 


TEIE SCOPE, THE SOQUCES, AND THE CHKONOLOCY OF 
LA'rJCIi HOMAN HISTORY IN THE EAST 

dtk 

'L’liio pcu'iod upon wliicsli wo aro nowoulovlug: presents pcouliav (UTiculties 
for tiu) hiHttn'iiui. 'I’Uo body jhiUUu midoi* ooiiHidmlloii ih in some reRpeclH 
imiqiio. lliHioi'iaiiH iiro )jot ovoii ugnsod tin to llio Jiiinio ])y wiiioh it sliouUl 
]H'oporly bo doslgnuUKt. It is an oinpiro Jmviiig its oupitill at CoiiHtautinoplo > 
an onvmvo wot oouin Huddvuly into boiiig ii\ tUo year U 06 , at ^Ybiob point, lov 
tlio Hiiico of coiiV(‘iiioa< 5 o, wo uro now talcing «p thw biatory; but whioli is iJi 
I'oiility notliing mom or losn than tlio oontimiation oi‘ tliiiL Roman Empire 
i)i tho ICuKt, llui uffuii'rt of wbiob -nvu loVl wilb Ibu deulli of I'lioodoHUiH, That 
miiporoi’, us wo liavo h«‘oii, lutbl away over uii undivided licunan eommon- 
woiiIlJi. On Ilia ib'iitli tho jjowoi* that Im bad wielded passed to liis two armtl) 
ono of wboiii iioiiiiiudly bold away in tho EukI, tlio other in tbo \Vo«t. 'The 
\dCiuvR«.\l' Uw dWlniow. oC Uva wueW Uauewtw aw 

('('MHoi'H have claliiiod one attoiition uji to tlio liino of the iiiial ovortliiW 
of Itoiuo in tin) year d 70 . \Yo uro now returning to follow tho fortunes of 
Ai'c-uIIum, till) oilier iiidr of ‘riioodoHiiiH, and his HUCcesHors, 

Hut wliethm' iliis lOaKtern principality .should propurly bo spoken of nS 
llio Ijiiter Roiiiiin Empire, or as tlio EiiHtern, ll.yza)iLine, or (Imek Einpirci 
IS, iiM Ims Is'eii siiggestod, a juoot point among hiatoTian.s. Tlie dilliciilty is 
perhajia nud lo tbo best advautugo if we diaregavd tho ooutrovoraial iispocts 
of the ([oeslion and iiiako froo uho of oaoli and all of those nuine.s; indued, in 
so ilobig, eonveiiioneo joins liands with logieality. Ubo ompiro of ArcaclmS 
and his iinmoiliiito sueinwHov.'i wan eerlainly imliUed to bo uallod tho Roinad 
Enijilm ijuitu as fully tis, for exainido, wuru tlio doininioiia of Dioeletiuu and 
(hinstuntimi. Tlmro was no suildon bronoli of conUnuity, no tliouglit of 
on! numo upon a now ojiooh with llio iicceRHion (jf Areadius. It was no ne\V 
tiling that jiowur was divided, and that tliore should bo two capitals, one in 
tlio I'hist and one in Llio \YesC On the ooiitrary, ns we liave seen, there bud 
heon not iiKo-ely a two-fold but a four-fold division of power moat of tlie iimc 
Hiium tho day of DiooloUaii. No contoinporary could hiivo i>rccliotccl tliat 
after the death of Tlieodosins tlio Iluinau (lonuiilons in tho East and in tho 
Wo.st would never again bo lirmly nuitud nmlor a single bead. Nor indeed 
is it (piile true that tho division was cumplcto and porinanonti for, ns wo 
sludl see, thero Avoru to bo riilcra like Justinian and Zeno avIio Jiacl a 
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doiniii'iLiitf*' iiiflueiico over fche Western territories, (ind who regeulotl thoiii- 
-iolvea as iiiasters of the entire Roman domain. And even when the diviHiuii 
became cciiuplete and permanent, os it scarcely did before iho Umo of Chavlc- 
if, it could still be foirly held that the Roman Empire eoniinuod to 

r^nnofnnfinrvTila wlnfliAl’ rinTlHtnillil 


Been ju oiir studies of earlier Rojiiou history wio juimtuu njimciicv u) ijjo 
Kellenisatiou of Romo through the introduction of Greek miHiiro fj’oiu 
the time when the Roman Republic effected the final overUl^o^v of dreoja'. 
It. 4 viiUie reojillod that some of the most important hislovicH of Rdjjji*, jidIjj* 
hlv those of Folybius and Appinii and Dionysius and Dion Cassius, w^ra 
ratten 111 Greek. Tiie emperor Marcus Aurelius wrote liis ModiitUlom Ui 
tiie atinio language. But this merely roproseuted the tondomn' of (lui 
learned world. Tliere was no propensity to suhsliliUo Gi-ook for laHin as 

««»s aeat of empiro romiunu.l in U.o 
■ 1 . 7 ' iiiMiiiatoa, tlii« strange snljsUliitiim wi.« 

toJ; t ,0 mi m of this Later Roman Empire in llm E.ist l.Xil "nrlu- 
Mselj to classical fn-eoeo tor tlieir models, nnd in duo course iliii limi.’unmi 

filrt"! people nlilce came to be Greek also, soniowl iil m ili. 

f ed f ora the nncient idiom tvitli tlie sweep of time, but in i( 7 o e. , Ih 

coin-eiucnt here to^oy XStlt of the Lft'r™-'’ v" 
preference peiSam if a c]!ntTi?, ^ 

nio^tuon-eommitUlfoiTiCEastmJEm^^ to thu Hinijtlust 

mSS'e: “ S7£i4a:s»i j- >-.».. 

epoch pretty genmlly desi^ated hv Avilll 1 , 1 ,,. 

■'t'-.tssdir .. .. 

bora i„ mmi, however that ‘^““''‘fess just. Ji i,,, 

Jnstiniim wns^XS * , Wester,, 
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intBllootiml output wliioli served fib least to sustniii rominiscejices of ancient 
(mlture, though it ooiild not hope to rival the golden ages of the past. In 
point of fact, tlie chief dofeot of the litoi*aturo of the time wag that it did 
attempt to rival tho classical literatiiro. 'VVo have just pointed out that the 
later By'/Aiutlno Empire was essentially Greek in language and thought. 
Unfortunately tho writers of the time failed to rcaliae that in a tliousand 
years of normal clovolopmenb the hinguagc—always a plastic, mobile thing, 
never a flxed structviro — changes, grows, evolves. 

Instead of contenting thonisclvos with tho use of tho language with 
whicli tlioy wero familiar in ovoryday speech as the inocUum of their written 
thoughts, they hiHistod on harking hack to the earlier ohigsioal period, con- 
Hciou.sly inodolling their xilirasoology and stylo upon authors who had lived 
and died a tliousand years oarlior. No great art was ever produced by such 
eoiJHcioua iiiutatiou. (Treat art is ofisentiully spontaneous, never conaciously 
imitative; the epoeh-iiuildug work.*^ arc done in the VQi’iiucular by avtistti 
who.so first thought is to givo expres.Hion to thoir spontaneous feelings and 
mnotioiis, imhamporod by tradition. It was thus that Homer, Sophoclos, 
KuripidcH, IlerodotUH, and Ai*ist(n>lmncs wrote; and if Virgil, Horace, Ovid, 
Livy, and Taoitus wero more conscioim craftsmen, soinowliafc in the same 
lueuHuro wore they loss great as artists. 

lUil tho Hy/.aniiuo wriiors wero rather to ho compared with the Alexan¬ 
drians of the ago of the Ptolemies. I'lioy wore fur more seicntific than 
their produeessors and proportionately loss artistic. As gi'auimariaiis they 
anidyscd and crithilscd tlio langnugo, iiiHiKling on tho rotontion of those 
eluinno forms of spoeck which tlie nuistcrs of tho earlier day liad used spoil- 
laiiooUHly. Tlie critical Kpirit of tho grammarian found its countorparb 
every wlioro in tho provaloneo of the aimlyUeal raUierthiui tho syntlietio cast 
of thought. Ah the mtiKtevH of tlio past woro tlio modolB, ho were thcli* 
sieves of knowledge tho chief sources on wJiich to draw. What Aristotle 
Imd said must lie coiiHidorod tho last word as regards physical knowledge. 
What the clussioal poets and luHtoviaus had written nuiBt needs he copied, 
analysed, and pruiaod iis the final expression of human thought. Mon who 
under iliiTeront luispiceH and in a diircrent atniosplun'o miglit imrhapg have 
produced original worliH of some significam^o, eonUmied themselves with 
elulioratiiig anthologicH, compiling diciiuimries and oncyclopaidias, and opit- 
oiiiisiug elimnieloH of world liistory from tho aneieub HimrooH. It i.^ equally 
chiiracLei'istio of tlio time lliul wrilers who did attempt oroalivo Avork found 
pvo.so rouuiueo the most congonial inodiuin for tho cxproHsioii of thoir idoala. 
ICven this in(!aHui’e of ereativo outlinsiasni chiefly marked tho oarUeat period 
of tlio Byzantine ora and was Htiflcd by the conaorvatisni of tho labor epocli. 


A juuwir suliVKV ov 'i'riR sounans 

But if the reminiHcont milturo of the llyzantiiio Empire failed to pro- 
iliice an irorodotiis, ii TliuoyduluH, or a Livy, it gave to the Avorld, novor- 
tholesH, a lino of historians and chi’onologists of tho humbler class, beginiiing 
witli Procopius tlu^ HOoroUuy of •luHtiiiiiiu’fl general, Bolisanus, and ending 
wiLli Dueas, Pliraiit/.os, Laonious Ghnlcocondyles, and Critobalug, tho de- 
piotcu's of tho final ovorthrowof Oonstnubinoplo, Avlio have left us a tolerably 
couii»Uito record of almost the ontiro life of tho Eaatorn Empire. A list of 
tkoso hisLoriiinH — nuinhui'ing about half a hundred uftmos —Jma been given 
in our goiierul bibliography of Homo in Yolumo VI. 



the histobt of the EASTEEN EMFXEE 


Empire imd tlio e.rlioi- Byzantme '’f; U,u eUuT el 

ing'wta: U.0 iL e„.,tiMu',U,i,m of 

f'T’V,v to\ho ^0^480 Vlfolelius of Phihidolpliiu 1 tlio iinporliud lie)- 
his hiatory io tlio yeai iou uy u • ,n iul niirlu^r vohiiiKt ; 

tory of Zosimus, wliiGh we luw I l^-ocopiUM of (Juimiirii in 

and, most m^ortan P.cnliouod ll,o ae.u.Ury 

nl?iSs «d Proeopum to be ai-olcoa of i-atlio. t^onoml y in la i’ U m-a 
a/tiie i^lybius of tlie Eastern Empire, —a complimeul not iiUn-jiiLlua 

"""""l-Iia^works are by far the most important of the Jiy/anLiim liiaLora'a, 
lartlv because of their intrinsic niorit ami imvUy bccaiuso of tlm cliiiiiu.lc of 


Theotlora and to some extent with tlmt ot lioliHariim Jimimni, m a ^‘■l v 
different mannor from that employed in tlio other biatory jijKt mimlionoil, 
This Bo-oalled secret liistory was apparently intended lor jHiljliciiti'm alier 
the author’s death; it thoroforo gives vent to the expiu^sHion of wbiil aro 
probably the true sontiments of tho author, showing np ibe ohavaider of liui 
patrons in a very different and much less eomplinieniary light Ironi liiat in 
which they are dopietecl in tho earlier work. A.s an illnstrulioji of tlio 
difference betwoeii tlie diplomatic and tlio candid dopl(;tlon <»r lliio 

discrepancy of accounla coming from tho saino pun in of llio liighoKt ihlcicMl,. 
The moral for the historian—vividly illustrative of Saiiilti-Hnnve’M liiiiioiiM 
saying that history is a tradition agreed uixon—need hardly Im ein|)liii.sisi'(l. 

Among the later Byzantine historians tho nunioH of Joltn Zomii'im, of 
Nicetas Acominatns, of Nicephorus Gregoras, occur us dopieti'i-H of the lim'iiIm 
of somOAvhat eompreliensivo periods ; Agiithin.H, Siiuoeattu, Mpiphauiiia, A nun. 
Comiieiiii, and George nu*antzcs as biographers or writers on more liiniled 
epooha. Of these Anna Comnona in particular is noLeworlliy bi'euufio her 
life of her father Alexius I has been spoken of us tho only leiilly arlinlie, 
historical production of the period. It is popularly known us liuving' nnji- 
plied Sir Walter Scott with the subject and .some of tlio miitoriiilH bn' lus Iasi 
vom.^nQQ^ Count Rohart of Paris. But ino.st notoworUiy of all is ( lie litet 
that this is the first important historical prodiiotioii, so far us is Icnowii, that 
over came from the pion of a female writer. 

The list of chronologies or epitomes of world liistory Lne.liulea I bo 
Qhronioon PaseKaU^ and the works of Georgius Syiieclliis, ]\IiiiiiliiH, (ImliviniH, 
Michael Glycas, and Constantine Manasses. In some resiKitita inoro innioi tanl 
than any of these were the collections of excerpts from nneient anlliora wbifli 
were made by Stobreus, by Photius, and by Hindus. 'Jliese have jni'si'i'veil 
many fragments of the writings of historians of antiquity tliiiL would oLlu'i wian 

liaye been altogether lost. A very noteworthy eollee'tion id' uxcurplu, cdin- 
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Komo (liatinolioii — canH(5<l lo bo compiled in the IcuMi coniury. Thin work 
coiil-ainod oxlruoLH, ofLou very oxloiiBivo, from Iho writings of most of tho 
Gi'oclc olrtHsioiil liistoriiiuH. It wsih iippiiroiitly vciy popular in ilio Middle 
Agos, 1111(1 iuiH boon suppoHod lo bo rcHponsiblo for tho loss of many of tho 
woi'lcH fj’om wliioli it niiulo cxcorpta. Unfortuimtoly, tlio oncyclopredia iisolf 
has (!(nno down to iih only in fragmoiiLs; bnl, oven so, it gives ns oxcorpis 
from Hiioh writors iih Polyhins, DionyHiusof [Ialiearinissus,Ihodoi‘ns, Nicliohis 
of DainuHous, Appiaii, iiml Dion OnsHins, ami of imincrous Byziintino historioa 
iliut aro not otliorwiso pi'osorved. 

Taken together, oven Uio oxtant portions of tlio IlyzaiiLino histories miiko 
nji a very Inilicy lituraturo. Doing prodimcd in lliis rolatiyoly I'occnt tiino, a 
oovL'OHpondingly largo proportion of it Ivan been preserved, ‘ Not, indeed, that 
nnmy of tho original nuinnKovipts oC the Hyzaiitiiio liiatoriaiiH have conin denvn 
to UH, hnt they iipjmnr to liavo boon oo]no<l very oxUniHivoly by tlio monlcH of 
■wt'Htorii I'hiropo, wJio found in tlioiu an iulerost which tho classicnl vnutings 
oDiin riiilc.d lo armiRO. Tlio very fHOt that ho many of thoHO writings opito- 
niiso ainncnt luHtovy furniHliOH, porhapn, tlio cxjdiuuilion of lliiH popularity. 
Ill tho day when tho roprodiiotlon of hoolcH wuh bc) lahoriouH a procuss, oon- 
(bowiition WUH niiturally a niorit that uppoalcd lo tho bookiniikcr. Ilouco, ns 
liiiH boon rtuggoslcd, tho opitoino was often made to do sorvico for.^ '*’<i-m nro 
origuuil work, wiiioli liitlor was allowed lo drop altogotliur out of 
vloiv. hut ihi) niodorn world has not lookod upon the Byzaiitiuo writings 
witli (ho siimo intoKJHt. h'or tho most imrt they had never,boon triinshvfcod 
into mn(lei'll lOnroiioan languagos, and tbo original lexis have been collated, 
(iditod, and printed in oonipnruUvoly rooont times. 

On iJio other baud, thoso writingH wore alino«t llio first to l»o flnbjeotod 
to the e.vith'Ail analysU of U\e hislovian, working with what we speak of ua 
tbo moih'i'ii Hjiirit. Tillemoiit liogau tho lahorioiw procosH of recoiiHlraoting 
in dotiiil tho oliviinology of later Uonuui iiislory, with tho aid of tlujso ina- 
toriiils, and the ivorlt was lakon up a little later by Jfdwaril Giblion, and 
<iiin'iii(i lo (’oinpletion in wliat is inoontoHlahly tho gn'outost historicial work 
of niodorn (iiiioH, — if not, indeed, the groulcHt of any ago» Decline and 
i''ifU of tlif’ liomm J'hnpire. in tbisAvork, Gibbon not only set an epochal 
nliMuliu'd for fntani historiiuiH, )mt ho so oxlmuNtivoly covered (ho ground 
us to Inivo almost nolhing for a Huo(50Hsor in ilm Haiiio liold. IlisAVork is 
tlio moi’o roinitrloiblo hooaiiso it was jirodnciMl at a iinu5 Avhen tho general 
tondonoy sviis lo aooopt tho writings of tho anoionls in a mueli lesH oxitioiil 
H[)ii'il, llluii (Imt to wliioh they liavo l)o('ii more roooiiMy mibjooled. Gibbon, 
liow(!vor, viiull-('(l at mioo to tbo oritioul heights. Jiidend, ho Avont a stop 
luyond iiidst oritlcs of more rooont goiioiutioiis, in that ho insi.sLud on apply¬ 
ing III l.lio II'iiditioiiH and HiiperHtiUoiiHof all aiieioiit nations theHiimo oritieal 
slumlards. ?klost of (libhoirs eontemporurios and a large proportion of^ his 
Hueco.sHorH, until voryvoi^mt timcjs, Avliih'looking aHkimco at tlio Lraditionn 
of (inu’oo 1111(1 Uoine, liavo Avisliod to udjmigo irnhmw traditions by a dif- 
foi'ciit sliiiidard. It linsliean a eiirions iliuHtnition of tbo illogicality of oyoii 
<!riti(!ul minds, tliivt liio very erities Avho lawi inveigliod against tho cmlulity 
of Iho ages Avliioh lundd acao]»t tho myths of {xrooco and Itoiiio as liistorioal, 
slmiild Imvo invoigluid also against the mind Avliich liud tho breadth of view 
lo Hoo that all unoiont inytlm and IniditioiiH mnat ho woighud in tlio samo 
lii.stovioal balunoo. Only in onv own day have oonsidmuhlo niimhora of 
oritioH attiiiiiod tho iihiiio of liistorioal iinpavtiality Avhioli (-Tibbon had roaohod 
!L oeiitiiry and a cpiartor ago, hut in most other rogavds his oxaniplo found a 
readier following. 
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THE His'i'OB^ oif am jiAsa'EitN emi>iiu>; 


the OHEONOLOGT of LATHB ROMAN HISTORY IN THU HAST 

KAItLY DATS OF THE EASTERN EMl’IllE a.h.) 

The Eo.«,. E..pive, 

KSSSSS2t“3«£?^^ 

mid elder son of Thcodoniiie, continues to ungn at f IoiihIuivI i- 
Asia Minor, and the YiMfiolhs, midev Alavve, vv.‘ 
Waaia and Thrace. At Uio death of llullmw, the ounuch J'.nUoinuM bia.unitii ohiol 
Adviser of the emperor, supjwrted by Gaiiias. 

aoa Alaric becomes governor of liastein Illyi-iciiin. 

401 Death of ^fiinaa Tho empcior comes ontiroly iindor tlio iiiiliioncn of bin dissolidi' 

408 TheodoSua?! ancceeda hia father. Uc is but seven yewa of ego aiul in ontiLrolU’d by 
his sister Pidohena. Alario moves upon Home- 

Ig^'^l^^osius inaii'iea Atheiiais (Kutloeia). War bicoks out with I’onsiii. 

■126 Organiaation of the University of ConsUntinopie. 

438 Publication of the Tbeodoaian Code. 

430 Genseiio takes Carthage. . _ . ,,, t , 

411 Wav with Persia. Wav with the Ihuis ami Vandals contmup.s. 

442 luvaaion of ThvacQ and Macedonia by Attila. 

447 Peaoe of Anatolius made with the Huns. , . , , 

460 Death of Theodosius. Marolan is raised to the tlnoiu’ )>y Pnlehiinii, whom ho inai- 
nes. lie makes a v. iao inlet and acaieta payiuewl oC tribute tu iliu Uuuh. 

157 The Theodosian dynasty comos to an end with Slavcimi. Tho chnico of thn ompevdi' 
lests with tliQ army, nud the general Aspar brings about Lho ulnulum of Loo I, it 
native of Thrace. 

465 Oieot flve at Constantinople. 

•168 With the co-operation of Autlicinma, Leo plans a great expedition ngaiiiHt Gmnipi'hi in 
Africa, but it fails through treachoiy of Aspar, who is oxcoulcd, 4(i(l 

474 Leo I dies, leaving empiis to his giandson Loo II. Tlio JaUcr duM (he Halim year and 
Zeno, his father, reigns, but BaeiliflouB at oucu drives lain out and riilcii foi' tumil v 
months, when Zeno recovers tho throne. 

470 Wifcli the roaignatioii of IlomulusAugustulus tho western division ia dofiniicly duliiiilM'd 
from the empire. 

478-481 The Osbrogotlis invade the Balkan peninsula. 

480 Promulgation of tho llenoUcon. 

488 Zeno induces Thcodorio and the 0.strogoUis to loiivo fllyrioum nud .'lUuflc llumi'. 

401 At death of Zeno, AnaBtaslua I i.s pioolaimed cmjicvor, Ihiough inlUumno of IIh- 
empress Ariadne, who mftirie.s him. 

401-496 The Tsaunan Wav instigated by the siipiiorlcm of Loiigimis i'ohuRh favounilily l'>i 
Aiiastasius. 

490 The Bulgarians invade TIn’acc. 

502-505 Unsuccessful war with Persians, wJio takoauvoral pi'OviuouH. 

507 The "Long Wall" of Thrace is built to kceji out tho Goths. 

511 Revolt of V italiauus, 

518 Death of Anasta.sius; Justin I, an illiterate Illyi iau jioasnni, obmiiiH 
tlirougli tlifl nrniy. With him the eniph'c enters ou ft now oiu. 
nephew Justinian to sncceeii liiiii. 

5'27 Jutitmiau created augwstn^. 

028 Justin diesj Justinian I, “the great,” solo inoimrclu Ho is llm cliiof llguie of Iuh 
time. Ills wife la the empiess Tlicodoia. llu begins active wa' fivui itl once iiuuin'il, 

K.-iA Ariftna, Jews, .ind pagans. Boliaorius appointed commauder-iu-oldef in thn ki\‘d. 

529 birab edition ol tlie Jiistunan C’orftf piiblislied. 

630 Belisaiius defeats the Persiaiia at Dero. 

631 Choei'ocs ascends the Persian throne, 


llu.'! Hinpoi'di.tliip 
I[o pio]i[vnvi lii’i 
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TiHa IVaco iniulo wibli Poisirv. InHimeotioim bi-oalc ont in CousLantinoplo. SL. Sopliia 
burnud. JlcliHitmis qiifillH llto i-iotfl. 

PoliHaiiufl bogiiiH u cainmigu ngaiiisL tho 'Vandals in ACricn. Tlio Pandects publisbccl. 
5:11: llcliwu'iiia capbuiPH tho vandal IcmgGolimor nuddosbroys lua kingdom, ami for this la 
inado Bolo oonauL 

1505-1510 IloIiNariuH in Italy and Sicily figninsl tho Oslrogoths. Tic lunlcos himRolC maslei- 
(if lloino iiiul Qtlmr cities. 

510 Uocall of Jbiliaiirlua. I’disinn iuvRsion of Syria. 

51iJ ItopnlHC) of Ibo I’livHiiins. liclisarins (legvadcd liy Theodora on his return from Uio 
civinpaign. Tho grnafc jdague. 

51:1 'I'obiljL, Icing of bho (lotha, cnpUire-s TSTaplns. 

511 Holisanua ]n’<m(3(Hla to Italy against Toliln. 

515 Fivo yi'ars’ pisacp, ^vitll Poi’Hia. Totila besieges Koiiio. lleliaarius has nol sulUcieut 
forcoH to resist hiin. 

51{) Capture of llonuj liy T'oUla. 

517 UoiuauH recover ilonio, 

5U1 Totila lolulcoH Homo. IJe.lisariiia wlnviis to Constnntiuoplc. Doabli of Thcoclova, 
(Jonsplracy against iTimtinian. 

510 'I'ho linpoiial armies occupy the laiida of tlio La/d. 

550 Slavonians and Jliius invtulo tliu einpiio. 

551 IJattln of iSinigagliiu Tho (Jollis low*. Slolly. 

552 'riio numioli Naiscs arrives in Italy as commandor-iiHjhief. Hocovet's Koine. Defeat 

and death of 'J'otila. 

550 Fnd of the Ostropotldo War. 

551-557 l\!i'i’ililo eai’UnpiaUes visit Constnntiuonle and otlirr cities. 

55S Bolisai'iiis vepcls tlio inviuliiig lluim under Zaborgan. 

5(12 Ii'llLy yoara' peace with Porsia. Marses continues bis violuilons career in Italy. 

505 Doalli oC JusUiiiaii. 

FUOM .lUaXIN If TO TIIK DHLMISITKIM OP JUSTINIAN II (fiOrKOOD 

655 Justin II suo.cinids dusliiniui T. IIo dotermiuen to change ifnslinian’H unpopular 
systodi arnf ii'Aises [niyriion6 Ai an ontbaHny kU Aviuk, whion in Hus caiiBO o/ sorioifs 
(lopradatloUH in Urn provinces. 

557 Thu ({e]>id kiugduni overtlirowii by Doinl>av<ls and Avars. 
nOH Lombard invasion of Italy. 

571 liirdi of Mulianitncd. 

572 War bi’calcH nut u-Kli tho Ihu'shius. I’liey malm wevaral important coiirpiofllfl, and 
571 iTustiii, loatislug his inalnllty ti» govern, iimkes Tiberius, Uio oaptnlii of llio guaid, 

eii'Mfir. 

575 Peaue witli Poisla, 

575 Hattie of Atolifeuu. 'I’he Komaiis roach the Cnainau Sea. 

575 ifiuitlii dies. Tiboilun emimior. 

5H1 Tliu iiiipnvial army led by Maurice defcnhi tho PcisiniiH at Conslanthm. 

5.52 Maurfoo (doclcd mnporor. Death of Tihorius. 

5si 'l‘renty with Uio Avars, wdiose iloprodutions have lieeonio TOi-y Bonoii.s. 
nSO Koinaii victory at Solaohon. 

5Hfl I’ersian victory ii|, Mai tyropolis. Slavonlo colonies begin to seUlo in the PrlopoimoBus. 
51)0 liluurieo cvnwlis liis non 'I’lmodoNiiiB at hlantei. Kobolllon of Vidiarnn of J’oi'sm, wlio 
dupniiOH lloniiisdas or lIoimuK. 

501 Maui'lco puls (llitiHioes U on llio Persimi llinmo. IIo pro('o<idB uyainst thn Avar 
Invasion of 'Phvact!. 

002 llelielllmi in lluianny, Phooaa, ibo eentuvion, inado omi>cror. ]\lauvico put to death. 
OO.'J War wiili TVrsla breaks ont. 
ooi 'rri'iity of iioiicc with tho Avam. 

(HKbOOH ijisiiHti’OUH invusion of Aain, Minor by tho PorsiauH. They iidvftiico to Cludoedoii, 
(10l» Ite.voUs in Africa and Alexandria. 

010 HoifioJiuo, son of the govonior of Africa, arcoinpUslios the overlluow and death of 
riiDoas. 

oil 'I’lm IVrHi.an Wav cimtimios. DamasouHeapluml. 

015 Jornsaloiii taken by tliu Pey.HianH. 

015 Povsian invasion of Kgypb. . 

017 Odcupatlon of Ohalcedon by tiio PetsiniiH. IIcracHuficontoinplalos moving to Carthage. 
020 Ponow nmdu with Avars who Imvn RtlampLod lo soizo tho oniporor. 

022 Iloracllus lakes coininaiid in poreou of tho PorBiau War. 
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622-623 Tho war is vigovously comlwcted. CamiiaJgns in CaiTadooia, I’ojRus, Aiu\«muii, 
Cilicia, and Assyria, onaing 
C28 'Witli tieafcy of peace ■vi'ith Shoes* 

629 HeracHua restovea the holy cioss to Jerustilom* 

632 Death of Mohammed. 

033 Tho Moliamniedan couquesta b^hi. Tho imperial cilioH fall 1’ofoi'n Micin in llio 
following order: Boara (934), iJamasouB (0D5), Einesit, Holic)])olis, Anliunli, (Iliiili’i'', 
Ileifea, lidcwa (030), Jerusalem (037)* 

838 Constantine, the king’s son, fails in an attempt lo rcoovot Syria. Mc'.sopolauiia Iniil, 
to the Mohammedans. 

639 Ainru invades Egypt 

641 Death of Ilcraolius. Death of ConalanUne HI, nller thrcft mimlliH* yidgn. Auollun 
Son of Jlcraclhis, by Martina, Heraoleouss, whom IIornoliuM ajmniiih'il In M'i'rn 
conjoiiiMy ivitli CoiniUntiue, reigns nloiio for ftvo numtha and llidii im liiiniilinl, 
His brother David is appointed emperor uiulor the name of 'riSicvinn. Ilia in 
unknown. CoiiataiiB H, son of Constantino, becomos empcior. Alexuinliiiv tvlion 
by the Mohammedans. 

647 Mohammedans diivo Iho Romams out of Africa. 

048 The Type of Coiistans imblishcd. 

610 Mohainraedans invade Cyprus. 

QoO They take Aiadus. 

652 Armenia falls into their hands, 

G5'l They captive Ilhodos. 

655 ^detent Coiifilaiis in the grc.atimval battle off Mount PhmnW in I’.nm 

j-esr^artm is banished to tho Chcnsoncsiw. ‘ ' 

658 Campnigu of Goustaus against Urn SUwa. Peace uudo with Mm AIolianDiinilnufl, 
m ‘^oxstmitmople and apond.s wiiiloi at Atlmim. 

60»-eu3 (rveat ilohnniiucdan invasion of Asia Minor. 

068 Conatans m Roma. 

QG8 to Chalcedou and hold Amoni.m for ivshortlinm. 

mn a J at Syracuse, llis son CouBtnntlno (IV) Pocoimtim sm-cirdv 

SI? coiichided with the Moliaminc()an.s. 

. 

Asia Mmol'. ^ two Imndicd thousand .S];iy« iNimpmPd 

092 BMle of S„tas(op„Ih. Synbali® rovoKo. „( ... 




lui!/ iWANTY YKAnj}' ANAllCIlY (605-71(1 \ 

710 Great crneltj BliownTo^tSmatndta cC '''» “''.'I'nna, 

7H Jos .„,on wcrtlHow by »'« 


713 nuilnios toU Al.iiooh liiS! 

emperouhip as AoastasiuB l7 K«nyoi,vvY 5s misinl lo llm 

n embassy t„ jJamnsc,,, to arm,.go „ poaco™^lil%'SLt°o'ta ... 
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VJf) Tlif) Iinnv <lciU‘i iniiifH lo (Ic'posioAnnslnshiH, and olioosos an oljscuro poison, Tlioodoslim 
III, wlio niiwilliiigly iiHannioH tlio puqdo. 

YUi Tlw Molnvniino.tUuifi again iuvwlo Ania Jlinor wul beaicco Ainonuin. Ii©o III tUo 
iHaniinn joUuvoh tlio town, makes a Iruco with Lko Ccaicgeis, and is proclaimed 
oinpoi'ur Ity Iho army. 


TIIIO IHAtllllAN DYNASTY AND SUCCEKDING KINfiS (710-820 A.n.) 

717 Molmmiiicditiirt liesirgo I’orgjnnuH. They bi'Biii the niegc of Coiistanliiioplo, wliicli ia 
rinwii] I,lie follnu-ing year. 

7:1I3 Tlu' (liajiuLa ovi'i- iiimgu-worshi]) arifics. Viilillciitioii of tlm ilrut iconoolaslic dccreo. 

great i«'oiiool:i»tiii achinhi begina, iminorsiiiB tlio ompira in many calfimiLie.s and 
vovnll s, lending l<i llio final Hnpaiutnm «I Iho (ticek ami Dntiti uluirclica. 

'rim i\'jhaninmiiiinH iiivmhi Cappadocia. 

V'L’7-7lIS ll«,/oltfi In lUily anil {{reofto. 

Till Miiliainiimilan iiivanionoC Ania Mmov. 

7-lli nalilln of jVarniiiiin. 

7n> C'ojiBUintluo (V) Onpionymua auocccdH Ilia father. 

V 1‘1 Di'b'M. uC Uu) velwl AvliwamloH, \vl»> Imn nbbvimid imascshion n{ Cnnhtanlinopip. 

VI f 717 'I'lin (Jicat I'lngun (l«va.slates tho oiiipire. 

71(1 iMnhiviiiliicdiui invasmii of Cyprus. 

7;i() I'’all o( Uui Duiayyad dymisty. Two rival Saracou povors aio forincil. llivrciiiia 
(nhnn by tlio l.onihards. 

7’)l (■u)itiiro (if Mdlilenn find 'l'h(‘odosipoliii by Constniitiuo. 

7.‘iil InvaHloii of liiily by I'opjn. Couiioil of Cloimtantiiioph* fuvoiiis iconorlasin. 

7iif» I nvii'don of 'J’livmm liy Dm Ihilgariuns. I’opin I'oiiliimoH Invasion of Itnly. 

7ri7 'J’lm HulgiuiiviiH di iw'n bade to Iheir o^Ml tcrrilory with Rrmit Hhiiightm. 

7(11) 7()fi CoiiNlantmo iuv(id(‘» Ihflgui ia. Vicloiy of Auchiahis, 70^. 

7110 Wn'clc of t lio Homan fleet at tho mouth ut tho Danube. ICdicLs agaiiitd imago,-wornliip 

OKli'iided aud vigovoimly en(<m*cd. 

770 -771 CiiiiimiigiiH figiiiiiHt Urn IhilBarmiiH. Victory of LithoHorin. Pcnco nuulowith tho 
niil|'iu'lii.u inoiiiu'cli, whicli CoiiHliiiithio bioaks. 

775 Loo IV, Him id CmiHlanlino, miccinulM lihii. llo iHivzvahmsioouoolasL. lIinnarrioH tho 
('inpress Ireiii*. 

77S Siicdi'Huful caiiiimijrn agftiiiHl, tlio IbilBArjaus. 

7till of .Sniimliion by llaruiwir-Urtshid. Doulh of Taiu. Iiono 1)15001110.4 1 'Cgunb for 

llm loii-yctni'-dld Coiititnulliio VI. 

7H| lleviiltdf lOlpiiJiurf in .Siolly. 

7K:j 'I'lm ^roliiMiiiimilanH imdm- Jliiruii-ar-liashid iiivarlo Ariia Minor. 

7»7 Contmil of Njoioa Hiinetioim itii«ge*\vinvi|ji|i. 

7.‘<d 'I’lie Uulgailmi'i naiii a violnry at iliu Stiyimm. 

VHi) 'I'lio Ar.ili.s iiiviulo IbiinaHia. 

7lU) CoiiHlantiiio anstiiiK's cipulrol of tho govoiimiant. fri'iio ih unwilling to lolinrinish 
jiiAYi'r and a Htvnggle iiatweevi Uia two IjegiuH. 

7111 'l'lii> imijiei'or eoiiiIimlH a (lUUipaiBii ngaliiHf. lliu Ihilgariivun. 

7!I2 A mnuiiiinuiy foiinml iigahwt Coimliuitlmi by Jiis unislcH in fiuppvcHseil and seveioly 
IMiiiished. lumo's dignity resinrnd. Sinumd «mn|mif*ii agaiiiHt Uio llidgananH. 

705 (111]inliin l ino divoinis hl» wife Miiria mid marrioH 'I'livodolii. 

70(1 Tiiiid I5ii]givvia)i cumjialgii of floiisliuiUne. 

707 lieiio, Inliing udvuiilago of CniiHliiii|.i)io’Hiiu|)npiilarity on account of Ills Imatmout of 
inipiiwiiiu liim and Iiiis Inn eyas put mil. Sho now ri'igiin alone. Conspiracy 
(o pliit'o ime of (tiiiHttuitinn Y'fl tions on the tliitnio. 

70S I’eacii luinh) with till) liloimmnmdaiiH. 

HdO Ib'vival of tlui wuHterii division of the onipiro by Iho coronation of Cliarloiniigiio. 
Tlion' mo now Uvo diHlmot viiipives. 

Strj CoMH|iir.‘ii'y iigiiliint luiil i1»po.Hitioii of Inine. Nlooplioius I, tlui treaHuror, oliosoii 
iiMifn'rnr. lie iiiivinlainH political order hut is a liiml ilmud opprownr. 

Hl»:l Di'idli of Irmio in oxiio. DuTdaiies, lli« gonoral, urochuniM hhfiht'lf ompovor, but 
rodi'iviDg no sujtpoit, lU'goLinb’H Cor Ills ow'ii paiuoii. 'J'leaty with Cliavloniiigno, 
rc|>'idalliig CDDflnoH of tlio two einpiioH. 

Hill) Huinitiiitiiig iiciicn wilh llarnu-ar lliislihh 

MOH UnMimicsHriil allenint of Ar-salior l.o oMain ihi'ouo. 

HOI) Death of naviin-ai'tln.'ihid reoiionn tho slrngglo with Urn Mohainmodana. 

HIO 'I'lfiid.v of pence with Cliarlmnagnc, wlio uuaucceoafuUy tries to inalco tlio VonoliaiiB and 
liieir niliog tributary to him. 
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811Thse.pe»r.t™.ith« 

.,„lt2u«tl.e<.n.pira,l«.t U.o m4'«,ia,w, cililm.io 

61i A 3 'il.ilono(tl.o Bulgarian wmy l.ylao,.il Steaomlma. Tliirty J'oa.V Uuai, ,n„,. 

chided. Leo pursues a variaWo policy m regawl lo . , 

820 Ef !0 asgasaiiiatef? m a conspiracy in fnvonv o£ Mlohnel (H) tUo Stamnvoior, wliii 

takes tile throne. 


THE AJIORIAN DYNASTY (820-807 A.n.) 

821 Ueballion of Thomaq, a clninmut of llie ihroiio. Ho ia orowiiiid ab Anliiicb, niid l.iy i 

sicife to Constantinoplo. . , , , . . 

822 The Hulgairiana, taking advantage of civil ilisconl, invadn ilio tmipiru. jlioinu.’ 

delivered up to Michael, and lianged. 

82.3 The Mohammedans capture Ciotc. 

827 Mohammedan eonqiicsfc of Sicily begun. It is not coniplelcd until 87H. 

829 Theophllus succeeds liia father. IIo is a zealous icoiiodiwl. 

Uft i« w »i* . Iohammcdau invasion of long dmatiou begins. 

8.83 Brilliant victevy of Tlicophilws in Cbarsiami. Tbo MoluunincibuiH riipbuin ni'viu'lrn, 
386 Theophilus dosti-oya Zapeti n. 

838 Moliammedan victory at Dasymon. Amormni Is oaplnioii. 

842 Death of Theopliiliis, due to chagrin at Mohuinincdan huccchhcs. His ^nii Mlohnol 
(Illi PorphyroeenltuB, or the Drunkard, Buccoeds at ilio uye of fmii, with Ium 
motner Theodora as vogont. Imttgc*\vor.slnp i-calorcd at (hmnoil of Ooimliviilliiojilu. 
End of the Iconoclftslic controversy. iSluvoiuc insim-nolion in tlin L'clnpiiinM'iiiiJ) iui|>- 
pressed. Failure of an attempt to conquer tlio Abasges, iiml ki vi'cnvin' (b'tik’, ^VIVl• 
with the Mohaininodans continues. 

845 Truce with the hloliammcdaus. 

847 Coimraiou of tbo Khazai-s to Christminty. 'J'ho Ilulgariaiis follow Iboivi'xiimpli) a few 

years lator. 

848 Kflvolt of the Pauliolaiis, who join the Aralw. 

864 Theodora ictiros to pilvato life. 

856 Bardos, her brother, becomes caisnr. VIioIuih oloolod palriaroli in plarn of (Im ihqun lul 
Ignatius. 

858 A great wav with tlie Arabs bogiiis. Oniiu* lays T(mtn.s wa.Hii>. SinTi'n iriil rinniialgn 
of Leo, the commander-in-cluof, who is liimlly capUirml by tlin Molmniinmliiii 
800 Michael badly defeated near Mcliteno, 

862 Omar invades Cappadocia, ronins, and Cilicia. 

803 Battle of Amasbi. G^ieat victory of Polronas, the ompnrov’.s uinb', l)t>ii.lb ,,f Omkh, 
The end of trouble with tbo MobammedniiH for soma yours. 

8G5 First appearance of the Ilnssians in tlio oinpiro. Tlmy iiUuolt ('i)ii 4 l,tin(iiM>|>li', but 
driven oft. 

860 Michael kills Bavdaa with the aid of Basil tlni hDiciMlonian, who ]ii>fi)iiio 4 ... 

867 Assassination of Michael at tbo instigation of BubH, who fuki's tbu lluoiir, Hii .il 
lemoves rliotius and restores Ignatius 


THE 


BASILIAN DYNASTY (WJ7-1057 a.i>) 


The Faiilicians attacked and redneed lo obedience. 
tl- against the Urolmminedans. 

870-876 Yicfeones of Basil m Cilicia. 

Rfli Ignatius. Pbotms regains the patriaroliato. 

™‘ »' S“=i'y «">' 

" ^!”1, -If 


Cypnin ii'i’ovnvd ami 
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(XmJKJO OL^ 'i'JlE liOfilAN EMPlllK IN 'I'lllC ]CAST 

HH7-98H Arivbn invfido Ania Minor, ami nlloiiipt, lo icgaiii Italy. Tliov civo up Lho attemut 
on Uio laLUu' oounlry in HOI. o i i 

Sl.v]laniifl, Loo’h falhoi'-in-law mul iirimo minislor, by hi^ ti-cal}noiU o£ BulFaiiain mcr- 
olmutM, iii-0Qlpitatc« a war with Hulgarm. Tliia couiitiy wing sovoral victoi-ieg, and 
H9.{ J.oo imiKoH a Lveaty of ponwi. 

HOn OouHiVirnoy of SiiinoniiH against Iho onnipi-ov. ViirUior Aral) invasions of Sicily 
OOl 'I’lio AraljH oiviiliuo 'I'liossalonicii with a ilect. Tlio InsL jomnins of tho Hanato’s 
uutlioi'Ky dosU'oyod by a eoiiHtitttUoii of JiOO. .Scooiid lUi-SHiiui expedition to Con- 
Htantiii()])]o. 

on Moliaiimu-daii mual vu-tnry off Saiiias. Dnalh of Leo. Ki.s infant son, Coiiatautind 
(VII) PorphytoBQiUtna^ uiiil his brnllier Aloxnndov mlo LogoUn.]-. 
itlU Doalh ol Aloxunder. llo noiiuniUi'S, huioic dying, a legouny o’f six incinbova cxclu- 
Hiv(3 of the ])atriai'{jli, U) not .luring Ooiwlautinc.'.s iiuiiority. AlLoinnt of Constantino 
Diuius In I’uiii tlm Liuono hnppressoa by John l‘Mnda«, one of Llio regonlH. Zoe 
CnrboiiopHlim, mother of Coimlnntlno, (nhnitled to supremo power by the icccncy. 

ni!l 01 i Shuooii, Icing <)£ Hulguria, inviuh'N Urn onipiro with no poHitivo Jesuits. ” ^ 

1)17 'I,'ho ralziiiulcH (lofniit Leo riUKuis at AcIioIouh, whieh caiwos Koiiumus Leonpenus to 
iulrigiio for tlio tiivoiu*. ^ ‘ 

HID (inufiLautino niunioM Jloiiumus’ danghtor Ilolenu. Ronmnus (I) Loonponus ci-owncd 
(>iiij)i'i’or HH eolloagno U) OoiwlauUne. 
nun Clnlstoplioi, hoii of lloiiuums, is rai.scd lo tho iiiijicvlnl dignitv. 
nUl 'I’hn war with thn llulgarians iiBsnmos miiloiw proportions; fiirtliov iiiorcn.sod 
O'JH by nu alllanon botwoon lUiig Siitmon of Bulgaria and Uio Mohanunodans. 

I)J(I A loiniiovavy end is put to tho iroiibb-a with iho Bulgarians and Aiabn l)y an 
view betwonu UoinamiH and Simoon. 

IIU7 rotor, Simeon’s hucoo.ssoj, «)ntem Byzantino lorritory, demand big war or tl)0 Imiul o£ 
tlin euip('i'(n 'H gramldaughtor. ItomaniiH ngroes lo tho laUor altoi native. 

IIU)I Uoiimiuis iimkoH liis hoiih, Stophnnuw uml Constmitlno VIII, ufi.soeinto emhwors. 

*rhoro aro now /Ivo emjmi'ors. 

Dili J)oiith of Dlnlstophor. 

DHl-Dlh Period of complotu jHUico in tho oiupmn oxcopl for ])oUy warfiivo with Lombard 
liriiini'H. (loiiHliiiiliuo Vlf plans lo rogulii tho solo {Htwor. 

Oil A lliisHlim lloutof ton thousand Kulloysappoftis boforoCoiwlantinuiilo. lloinans diivo 
tlinin off with loiiall (oroo. 

Oil Stuiiliiiims uiul Coiistautlm) VUl at liiHijgalion of CouslivnUnn VTI bimish Dioirfulhor 
til L'uitji. (loiifitautiiio VII tlion voganm full power, ami banishes SLopljanua and 
(!ims(tiiiLiim Vfll lilonvlso lo I’rola, IMO. 

Us'.s ^‘.‘•vs.swswd.ov Uxcv vvw: wltU Iha lS.tuUm\a\o.djxu.s. U \wQWi- 

imlod with grout vigour, osjioolftlly wlutn Nicoplionis Phneas suococjs in aasomhling 
a largo uniiy. Many conspiracies ttgainst C'onslauliiio by tlio doposod (inipoiois. 

(IV) Death nf Coiiotaiiliiio, lUn lesidt of poison iidiuinislomd by Ills son Ronunnis XI, who 
lieeiimes imijiorov. 

IIKL llrilliaut ooiiiMicHt of (hulo by Nicephorus. Tlio W.diammoilmis oxpollod after occu¬ 
pation of DjO yimrH. 

DllU Nioophoi'ns attuclcn Aleppo, but is unablo lo lako Ibo oiladol. 

(hid Deatli of lloinamui, wliioh 1ms henii allHljuled lo [voison adininistered by tho oiupvosn 
'riieopliinio. NIoophorvitt (II) Piioonn manics Theoplumo and oiitains tlio tlirono. 
Ills oiiief aim is U> liroah Llio Mnliamincdaii imwor. 

(ii!b (llin Coiiipu'st of 'rai Hus by tho ByzautinoH. Nioophorua renalled to Coii.sinntinoplo by 
tioubli's with 1lulg(Vi’Iin>s and JIungnviauH. To i'Q|ms 1 Iboin lie makes alliaiico witli 
.Sviatoslalf, in’iiico of IviofI, which oansoM a hloody wnr with the UusHiuns. 

IIMo Kiiiliaosy f>f liiut|iniiid lo Constanfinoplo. Tho oinpowu' imprisoii.s him. 

(HIM DHoeplidnis letunis to Asia Minor and reeovors Aiitlooh, 1J2H yours in Uioldoliammedau 
liowiM'. lie pio])aies to attack Baghdad. 

fIDD Joivimi's Zimi.sce.H, Iho gonera), ami 'riieoplmno eoiiHpiio against Nicophorus, who is 
iiasassiimti'd. Joaiuiofl fl) Zimlsooa Uke.H tho tlirono. Ifo ns.soclaU's w'ith liiin tho 
young sons of Itomanus 11, Banff II, and Coiiatantlue IX, wlio wero uoiniunl rulois 
chiriiig voign of NiocphoruH. 'I'ho brotliov of Nicephonis, Len, and hia aoii Bavdas 
Plioflus inivko uiiHuocrssfu] atloiupta lo iuvHo i obolUou and i-ognin tho tlirono. They 
lu'o bimisliod. 

1)70 Svialoslnff coiupieis Bidgaiiiv aud invuiles Thrace. I’liilippojiolis taken and iiiliabit- 
aids inaHHacu'd, 

1)71 rloannoH piooeods against tho IlUKsiaiia. (lapluroof I'roHllilava ami King Boris of Biil- 
gavia. vSiogeand t3apturoori)ory«tolt)ii. Pflaeo with tlio lluBSians. Bulgaria again 
a part of tho empire and Boris a poimioiivv of tho Byzantine court. The Wobainmc- 
liau ^Yava cavvied on. 
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THE IIISTOllY OF THE JCASITOUN ERIl’TKE 


072 Mariiage of OUo tho Great niirl Tlieoplmno, dauglitci of lloiiiaimiH II. 

973 Impea'ial victory at Niabia. Defeat at Auiida. 

974 Joannes takoa command of tho Mohoinmcdan 

975 Many victories but futile siege of Tripolis. Antioch shuts out LIio inijioi'iiil Tom’. 
076 Death of Joannes Ziiniscea» probably by poison. Basil II hi’iid of ulliiii-; with 

brother for colleague. He is one of tho gicnlcst of tlio EiihIciu oiiiparoi .s. 


hill 


Seglnning of Period of Grealesi Sjdendour of the l-'niphr. 


'IliH' (lie 


079 Defeat of Sclerus by Bavd.a3 Phocas, the gencial, nfleradosiHnali) I'tivoll. In nijil 
till one. Tho Bulgavians begin a long struggle to vcguiii tluur iiidi'pniiilfiii n. 

982 On death of Ofctoj Basil consolidates his authority in soiiUifini Ttiily. 

980 Deatli of Bardas Phocas, who for two yeara has been in revoll- iigainst llin i'in[iniur. 

Sclerus, conspiiing for the second tiiiio against the tlivoiui, dies. 

001 Southern Iberia ceded to tho oinpire by King David. 

995 Campaign of Basil m Syria. Aleppo taken- Uivnucex'SKful attack (ui 'I'llpuU’i. 

006 Great defeat of King Samnol of Bulgaria at thu Sporchuifl. 

1002 Siimuel iiivade.s Thr.ace, takes Iladriaiiopolifl, but is driven off. 'I’liii Wiir imw |.iii 
ceeds for .some years in desullory XB.Hliioii. 

1011 Basil resiimos the Bulgarian IVfti* m caimst. Cheat vjctojy undci Kici>|tliin im Xipbii i 
at ZetUTiiuin, Basil puts out llio eyes ol 15,091) prismu'iH, Di'ulli nf Ji.iniiii'l. 
Tho empovot’a cruelty ciigeiidovs a last elfort in the Uuipuiiiiiu, Inil, hv ini'i Him 
destruction of tho kingdom i« comploto. Gihbim cuIIh tills the nini.l,'juiiiiiiiniii, 
h uiinph of lioniau arms since the time of BclIsaiinH. 

J022 Victory of Basil over a coalition of Armenian priueo.H. 'L’lniy mm fur in’iici!, 

102o Basil piopnrca to expel Mohammedans from Sicily, hut 010.1. lli.i ))i«i[|ii<i c;,in. 
fltantine IX boconioa sole emperor. 

1027 Attack by the Patzinalcs and Molmimnedatm ropnlscd. 

1028 Constantine on hia deathbwl appoints Rommmn (III) Aigyins limmifri'j'.in, iii.i),f i 

divorce Jus wife, and marry Ins danghtor Xtjc. 

1030 Bomauus defeated by tho Moliainmodaiis at Axav. and lalfi’s ri'fujfu in Anhnrli, lh« 

irimi . prey of niolancholy. anil Zoo takos tho reiiiH of govcninii'iii, 

1031 MolwnmGdau pirates ravage lllyricum and Oorlit. They mo dr'ivoii utl by ib,, |m 

Conspiracy and death oC Constmiliiio Diogenes. 

Jno? Captiii'o ofEde-ssa by the imperial Ileot. 

1031 Roniaiius, iH'obably by slow poison ndmihiHlcird l>y V.w\ ub,, ,„„v ,>au mi 

1 laviS^S^ ^ Paphingoninn, Ui bo pioelniiii.'d .. 

maiiies him the day of her hushaml s death. Kartluinnku ul. .Im id. i)im in 11 , 
inq? throughout tho on^ auujnnm, ui, .... 

tantearii™? "" ''“I""''’ .. ■' I"' 

1038 l.y »Btaias™ II,al i. il,„ ,„l,.i„ .... 


"2 ...... M 

1040 A liesh Mohammedan army fioin Afiica utlevlv rlefenh'd jii .Sh-ih' 'i' 

.SS;;: .1 


t"i IlM.l 


khLt:XmS S-* t".' ... 

1012 After aViorco bnitt? j”»MnpuulenL acla the pcdple nsu in lub.dlioii. 

W..lud;’tl.etlto S'S .mcirnt" " ... 

c »imMl’co.orap,.cs,,,r V™ ""t Tl„u,clu.„ 

of hftv isisfcer, 'L 
nce.'i, bintUci of 
Iii.s camp. 


I III 

II' lOllI, .StiK 

Hill l'lll]il Vnl'. 

,f 


1015 I’y 

iniH Toinioius, 
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1050 Toglii'il I'otirca to PovBla. Death of Zoo. 

105*2 Snooiid invasion ol '^(^ohrJ^. 

ItinO ']']io driviMi intek li> ilioii own l-orritory. 

1051 'L’lingidiit fioliiHiu liotweoii Urn (Jreok and lloinan churches bogins. Death oX Slichael. 

Thoodora voigiiH atono. 

1050 Dentil of 'nniudoviv, aflw a\iiwmithij* Mlohaol rvi) StratlotlowB her hucochsov. 

AIiU3iii|i(i oX 'I'liuotUKshiK MononiaoliiiB to snixn Uii'ono. 

1057 Jhitllu ()I lliulos. Defeat of Michael bjf Raac Coniuouus amt OaLacaloii. 

])]-:01JNK AND NAX.D Oi* THE IIVZANTINE (Jf)VEUNMl<;NT (1057-120.1 A.n.) 

1057 loano (I) Goiunonim prootaniuul (mmoror. Michael retires to a inoiiastoiy. Tlio 
omiiuror iiitroilnet'S a HysUini of grout economy into all brnuclujH of tlio govennncnl, 
105!) Iiiva.Hioii of I lie noithoi'ii ftontiur by lltiiigaviniiH and Palzimilcs. TroaLy of peace coii- 
tiludiid. Juiuio, a kovovo ilhu-MS, voHigiw (Town into liio ImmlH of Constantino 
(XII Dnotia. Through mollvea of economy tlio liitUir ninlerinlly loducefl the sizo 
Ilf Cue ai'iiiy. 

10(10-1(101 'roghril Ihig ami Al[» Avslim iuvado Iho einniro from SlesopoLamia. Aiii cap- 

Uiviirl, KJUl. 

10(11 Tim DzoS| a luuiiud Turkwli tribe, iiiviulo from tlio north. 'L'liuy aro driven hade by 
onlilinvilc of the phigtu'. 

10(17 Dentil of (JoiisluuUue. 'I‘lio iiniwrial title coiifencd on Ins young seuHjMioUaol (VH) 
Duonri Ptunpinaaos Andvonioua, and Conctnntino (XII) Duonti. 'I'lni oinpross 
Biuloolti in loifoat. Hhe maiTios Romimna (IV) Diogenea, wlio is proolaim^^a 
('iinnu'or. (Jreal, ravage of Urn'lurkH. MiwHuoro of (ijosnmt. 
lOllti-lOUO .SiimiHHful cuiiipatKu of Uomaiimt ngahiat Hie Tmks. 

lOVO Mamu'l (hiimu'iiue IuUch coniniiind agiiinst tlio Tiirka. Alp Aralan captures Maii- 
/iiiui't. Koiiiuiiuh K'tnnm to tlio coininaml. 

1071 iiy/anline ex|>(Hlitioii h)Kieily dolVaWd hy Novnutna. Siirremhirof 1lari. Eiidoftho 

iMi))('rial luitlmrily in Italy. IlomiuniH lalicii imeonor by Alp Arslan at JilanzicurL. 
ItvHloi cd to liliorty ami iiiaki'.s a treaty of jxnice. UtiriiKod adinittaiicu to Coiislim- 
tiimjilo. Miiilmol Vfl regaiim power leli'ning conjointly wHli (Jonalaidino Xlf. 
Houuuui'^ lilUvU'd, <XwiK ot UH \\«\ii\d«. 

1072 Alii Andaii, uniibli! to obiulii payment of lloniiiiiim’ raiisom, invades omplro. llo 

lliially (iiiiKjuorH the Uy/.aiitiiio part of AhIu JMhior, giving it Co Suloiiiitin to ruio, 
t071 Ueliellimi of Dmd. Tioaty with the TurlfH. 

1070 'rlio/riiihn tnho posHedslon of JnniHulom. 

iOVM Dryennius iiUeiiiptH It) gain the tin-one. After tv flovoro Hlrugglo 'Michiir'l abdicates in 
luvoiir of isriaoplioruu (III) UolcinlntoH. 

lOHL Nleeplioniii, idler u eouHlaiit Htnigglo with many nspirauts, ia delliioncd by Alexius 
(I) ComnonuH al'ler the nipturn iiml mick of (.hiii8laiilimi])le. J\liuiy urolemhivs tirn 
put down. 'I'rmity of pencil with Siileiiiinii. Defeat of AlexiuH Ity Auhorl CiuisonriL. 

1051 Defeat Ilf lliilimiioml, the Norman lender, llidief of J^arwHii. 

IOH5 Alexiii!! recovers Dynhaohiiini from the NormiuiH. 
l(i.’V;-llll)0 I'at/iinili war' eiidhig in iiuimriul vielory ut J.cvoiniion, 

J0!l2 '|‘ziie]j(ks, emir of .Siiiyrim, imume.'i title of oiiitmroi'. 

Ili!i!l Murder of 'r/iieliiui at iimtigution of Ahnciim. 

Ili!ll] 'I'lie iii'st <!i'iiMi<lei-H appear at ('oiiHLautiiiople. 

10117 lllilH With the help of the oriisnik!i‘.H, AlexiuHWgaiiis Niecua, AnLiooli, and Uiowholo 
of Asia Minor. 

ll():i 1100 War of Alexius with llohmnoiitl. lU'iiico of Aiitiooh. 

1 IKJ-Lllil ^Val• agaimit the 'PurliH in Ania lilinor, oiuUiig in many 'I’lirkiHli lonsos, onabliiig 
Alc'diis (o make lieaty of peace. 

MU llostililies of Alexins with Timemd and ilin enwnderfl. 

1110 lleathof Alexiiis, JoaanoH Comiiomts, liiH Him,Hiieci*eds. Failure nf coinspiracy of 
Anna (kniiiiena iiiul Nietiplio) iih llryimiiina to piaco latLer on Lhvono. 

1 nil doanues lakes J.iioilicea and 
1 L!0 Ke/.opehs in cuiimaigns agaiiiKl the 'rm'kH. 

I I'Jii (heat victory of doaime.s over tliu Vul'/.iiuikH in Maeedenin. 

1 idl .leaiines ilrive.s liaelc the .Snrviaim who have Bolzed Helgratio and Dianitzova. Do now 
preeeijilH again ngahiHti the Turks ot Iwoninm and huida Divatauroniiv imd (laugia lor 
a .sliorl; time. 

I DU Diiinjiaign against I.iyo of Cilicia, whoso domiiuoiis 

1157 aie uiiiUiit to tlii‘eiii])ive. ^ . . i> i ■ 

J Illy Joannes proceeds against Uayiiioiid of Aiitinoh, who rofiises to vocogniso him fer Iiia 
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1141 

1142 

1143 

1144 

1145 

1147 

1148 


1149 

1152 

1153 
1153- 

1155 

1157 

Ufll 

1163 

1103 


1171 

1174 

1170 

1177 

1180 

1163 


THIS HISTORY OF THE EASTERN EMPIRE 

Raymond .pclogl3e.«n.HoIi.s Jo»nes i,. . 

the Turks in Syrifi-, , * • ^ , 

Joaunea dofeata tne sul^n oi ^ atiii nrincinalities takou fiom llio umjurr, ImiI. 

nl, »on Man,.. (I) Co„.- 

nenns «ii 0 MEas. „omrellcd to reuow bonds of vossalsRO. 

SfStsTSd So So1,d “m, bKrSvot'l,.tonotio,. nr it 10 lb,. 

FortreS at Covfn takon. Eoge.' invilos Ibo IIu„g.,mnS and Strvions to ("'>0 

ImS 5" Ciliota, but great sucacascs in Italy. 

urTr’Zma,fwar®™1^ ciopi™- Many dofcats. Mniu„, lb,. Su.iliai, 

Peacf:’S™“tiiy, wa ri.nHiinont of Ib.ynnit of 

Antioch, successor of Kaynioml, and Ins mlucUon lo vassaluRO. 

Renewal of war witli sultan of rconnun. Peace made. 

Wnr broalxs out with Stophen III of Ilnugary. 

ItetlVoSugmim imperial victory. Knd of Hungarian Win. Jlamn'l ji)lns 

tvHb Vontoo nvot, ... 

attaoka tho Lombfttds. After an unprofitable contest 

fSewS oVwar with Kilidi-Aralaii, sultan of Iconiunt. Cviishiiig deCciiL of Miiiiiii‘1 
near MvriocophaUis. Dishonourable peace made by Maniiol. 

5ilau\\e.l breaks peace. Impovsal viclovy on the Micandor. llommvablw jn-iwi'. 

Death of Manuel. His sou, Alexius (II) Comnomifl, succepdH, under guiirdluirdiip 

of mother, Maria of Antioch. . . , . , , , \i 

Andronloua fl) Comnenua usurps tlio throne fttlor inducing Alcxiii'i In liiiyu nW 
mother put^to doalli, ami then killing him. Alarrics AlfixiiiH wkIow, Agiui'i, 

(Imishter of Louis VII of Franco. , .. 

Isaac sent to Cyprus to govern by tho oinjievor, causes icbcHion by Iuh nimjinvcni- 

... ’ I_1.1.1. fl.n ..lint..] /I'lM.i niiiiai'O 


118C 

1187 


1188 

1189 


1191 

1194 

1195 


1197 

1198 
1190 

1200 


—— f _I .... UMIIOIHU iniMn,. » 

taka Lsnac’s part and proclaim him emperor. Death of AndionicuH ni.^ hiind'i id 
mob. Isaac (II) Ajigelua cmpoior. Victory at Domorizc over Silitiimi iiivailm i. 
Bebelllon of the Culgaiiaus and WallacUians owing lo unjuat fiiKUilou. 

Defeat of rabels by Joannes Cantaenzonns. Alexins Ihaiias given euniiiiniiil of iiriiiy. 
He tako.s advantage of victories to proclaim hinweU omperor and Uj>|>ciiiH liofino 
Constantinople, but is defeated and Mllocl by Lsuuc'h brolhoi-in-law, Conrad of 
Montferrat. William II of Sicily givc,«i up his couquestH in (ive.eeo. 

Wallachian successes lend to formation of iudcpciuluiil kingdom. 

DmpeioJ Precieriek 1 of Germany nupenrs with 150,000 oriwadoifl. Tim loi I'illcd Ininin 
oifeL-.s to make alliaiico with SnWiii, but tho latter douiniea. 

Theodore Mancaplias proclttiititt huusolf cmiwrov. Hois pardmu'd, and gives up nliiiin. 

Cateoj’.^ of the "False Atexuis" and other proUnulerM, 

Captiiro of Cyprus by lUcliard I of JSnglaiid. U is lost forever lo llm enipin.. 

Isaac recognises tiie Wallachian kingdom. 

Isaac deposed by tlic nobles, and Tiw bvotlior Alexius (HI) Anfjolun-Comnomin 
“thetj^ant” made emperor. Aloxitm lia.s Isano’a cyea pul oul, and ini)n-isunn him in 
a Constantiiioplo dungeon. Alexins* extravagant conduct compli'li's Dm dr,Inn - 
tioii of tile financial mechanism of the Itoumn Kmpuc. Groat disoidor niid anuM'liy 
throughout tho empire. 

Peace puichased fioin Mneddin, sultan of Angola. 

War with the sultan of Iconium. 

Rebelhori of Chry.sas, the AVallaohian olTicer. Alexins inakoH peace, leaviii); hint in 
possession of seveiai towns. 

Ivan the Bulgarian attempts lo found indopeudonl monavoliy in Tlirnro and Maccdi n 


UK. 
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11202 Alexius, tiou ol Isafio If, eacaping to Italy, britigA about treaty between Venetians and 
crubuclm's to roplnce Isaac and luiiiyulf on tlio throne. 

1203 Siogo of Cojiatantinoplo. Plight of Alexius III to Itnly. Cvnsadora occupy tlie city, 
laaao HI and Aloxlua (IV) Augolus on the throne. GJvent fire in Constantinople. 
Coiiatani trouble hotAveon Alexius and tlio omsaders, in oonsequonco of whioh 
120i Alexius (V) Duoas “Murzuphlua,” n party londci*, seizes the throne. Murder of 
Aloxiii.s Iv. Isaac dies of grief. Alexius finds it iiiipossiblo to hold out against the 
oruHndsrs, Captmo and snok of Conatanlinoplo by ci-usadors and Vonotians. Treaty 
of partition. iCiul of true Ilyzantino ICrapiro. T'lira Latin Empire of Romania 
founded with DaUlwin, ooiiul. ot Plandoi-s. The Greek Empire contiiauea at ‘Nicasa, 


TUB LATIN KAHTllE OP ROMANIA (1201-1201 a.d.) 

1201 Baldwin I olectod ourpoior. TUs doniiuioiui consist only ofCousiautluopla and Thvace, 
for the rest of tlici empire is cUvidod omoiig the Pleinisli, Pionch, and Venetian 
leaders. 

120rj Joannico of llulgaria rovolta, and obtains imsscssioii of Iladrianopolis. Capture of 
Riildwin in siege of town. lie dies in captivity. Jlis brother Henry I succeeds. 

120U Treaty Avith Davul Comnenus, brother of the oinporor of Trobizonil, in the interest of 
the latler. 

1207 Death of Joannice. Iluiiry marries his drtuglitor, and tliAis clfccts ponce Avith Bul¬ 
garia. 'J’roitty wltli 'J'heodoro Lnscuris, emperor of Nicocn. 

1200 Parliamout of Ituvcmilca (nnoiont Chalcidico) summoned by Henry to determine defi¬ 
nitely Um feudal relations of all subjeols of the empiie. 

1211 War bet\vi'(sn Henry and Theodore. Defeat of Henry h\ Bilhynia. Siege of Foma- 
nuno. I’ciaco. ceding to Tlieodoio all Icmtory cast of Sardis and Nicrca, 

I2ir) A inuclc union lioLwceu tl )0 Greek and Roman uhurchos in Henry’s doinliilons. 

1210 Death of Iloiiiy during expedition against Thomlorc, the despot of ICpirus. Pleiro 
do Courtoiinl, tlioii in Piiuice, clioson emimror. lie ftilla into the linuds of Tlieo- 
doro oC l’'.)Airnn ou his way to Conhlantiooplo, and dies in captivity, 1210. 

1221 IHs Hooond non, Roboit do Courtonal, after a delay of two years, Is anado ompoior. 

1222 'L'lmodoro of KpiniH takes i)oaso9siou of the Lombard kingdom of Tliossaloiiioa. De¬ 

feat of Robort at Suams. 

12211-1221 Robert invadoa Nicmavwith many loam Revolt of the Greeks iu Iladrhvno- 
p(aliK. T'hcodoao <aE Eplvua lakea the city. 

J22H Death of Ruhert. Ills youiag bamthor, Baldwin II, sueccods. Joan do Brioiiaie, 
tilidnr king of Jovusaleaai, oloclod guunliitu and colloagaio. Tho oaaaph’o is (vttnekou 
by Joatanos Vutatz<‘s of Nkaaaa. aiaatl John Asaii, king of Bulgaria. 

12311 Joaia du livlenno routed ita iUthyniii. 

TiJM Alliance latalwoeii VataU/.es and Asam to at(a(?kCoiiHlanUnoplo. Tliey vavago tliewliolu 
Latin Enapire. 

12iltl Duiigisr 1o Doiiwlunliuoplo hvovUmI by Jiolp froaii tho Vonotians ami Geoflioy of 
Aoluiia. 

1237 Death of Joaav do Hrieniie, Tli(» Ihalgiiriaii kitag abnaidons Niema and aiialu'S alliance 
Avith J.atiaas, BaldAviii visits Avosloa’ii Eua-opo to obtain liclp. Jjonis IX of Branco 
gives peonniury {issihtjiaico. 

12-1() Baldwin AvilU his now araiiy attaaaks Niewa niad oblniiaH aoiaao advaiiLngo, 

12!3 lialtlwha niakoji allianno with Sedjuk Tuiks, but in spite of this as coanpollcd to 

1213 ruviwit Avcstoi'u Europe for nssi.sl'ftnco. 

i2.")U Oia the uccesslon of Jliohatol I’ahcologiiH, tho Nicroaai Empire attacks tho Latin 
Piinpiri). 

TJdl Reeuvory of Conslantiaioplo by tho Groolcs of Nicaaa. End of the l^atan Eiupli-o ol 
Uoniivnin, Althongh drivoia from their domiuioaaa, the doHoeiulnnta of BaldAvin JI 
am known in otisturii Eui'ope am titular oiuiaoror.s milil 1383 Avhen, >Yibli tho doalli 
of Jiiiiies do Banx, tho family of Baldwin hi'caaue extinct. 


TUB GRBBK EMPERORS AT NIOAIA (1201-1201 a.d.) 

1201 After the capture of Constantinople TIaoodoro I^ascaris, loader of the anti-Latin pai’ty, 
licQs to Bithyuia, and umkoa hiiusulf uicuator of tho city of Niorca. 

1200 Thflodoio (I) LneoBrie oi'OWamd onanoi'or by tho (Jrook palriaroh. Hla title la 
ennU'sted by sovoral princes, among tliom Aloxiiw Coauneuus, roignang ns cniperor 
of Taobi/.ot'id. David CoinnoaauB, the latlor’s brolhor, pvoeoods ngainsb him, but is 
badly dofoatod on the Sangarina. 
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1210 Alexius, fathei-in-la’n' of Theodore, cldina Uiroiio, supnorled ))y tlm hull im of Ironiiniu 
Tliu latter slain in battle, Alexiiia falls into 'I’lieodoio's Jiivnd, iiinl in put inin u 
inoiiaatery. 

1214 War with Iloiiry of Roinania. Puaco deBjiiiig Juiiils of oinirno 
121-1-1222 Yeais of peaco. 

1222 Death of Theodore. Ills son-iii-lnw, JoaiiiieB (HI) Duouh VntutzoH, niin'n-fl'i. 
Thpodoi'o Augelue, despot oi liphiia and assniuos (itlo nC lunpi-uii nt 

Thessaloiiica- 

1224 Victory of Pemauone over Robert, tlio Latin oiniwi-or. 

1225 Veaco ■with the Latina. Con^ivacy of Ncaloiigoa. 

1233 Defeat of the Latins by Joannes in liithynia. Kaval camjmlgn to oldiiiii mivn i>ip,iily 

of the son. The Gioclc fleets driven back to Asia by the Vetiolian, Mniiim S.iiiiiti 

1234 AUiavico of Joannes Yatfttees and Asan of Iliilgarla agniiist Hiiltlwin II. I’nlut/fi 

leducea the empiro of Thessalonicn to a dcspolal (desputat of Plpii ns). 

123G Attack of the allies on Conslantmopio iiiisnecussfuf. 

1237 Asan breaks the alliance as Conalanlinoplo is about to ho altnckod tint sorninl llnio, 

1241 On the death of John Asan of Bnlguriik, Vatalzo.s begins to assort hi.i mipiciiiin-v ovi’r 

tliQ emperov of Tliessalonicn. 

1242 Joannes Cownonns, tho Thossaloiiian omporor, reduced to rank nf ih'sput by Viilal /i-i. 

Alliance with the aultair of Icouimn to resisjl ihrealem'd invasion of svlii> 

have already destroyed the Seljiik einpii’o. 

1245 Joannes Vatatzes reconquers B^antino donmiioiw iu Tlinico from tlm iul'iint luiii-’ 
Michael of Dnlgavia. '' 

1240 Vfttatzes unites desjiotat of JSjdrus to Ibo ominio. 

12 fiW» 8 o 3 War with ilichaol IT, dc^jpot of lipini.s, ending in a peace cadinn i.oinn TIimimihi 
teiritoryto Vatatecs. 

}254 l^catli of Joannes VaCatzos. Ills son TUoodono (U) Laoonrls 
jo-ir Bulgaria resulting in slight conrmion.s tn 'I‘}h' 4 « 1 ()|<i. 

12o7 War with Mioliaol of Epirus conducted by hliolncl ]»nla;oli)giiH, wilh niil'iiwiiniililn 

1238 Death of TUeodove. Succeeded by his young wm-Joannoa (IV) LuhohUh. TUt* 
io-n 'hnuater Muzalou and the paliiavch Arseniiw iu’<* rogi-nUi, 

J-OU Miohael (Vni) Pal^ologus procWiracd emperor iw the ichuII of ii i-on.. 

spii'acy. Miizalou murdered. T’ho emperor goea In wuv wiih 'AJicljimJ n) JCiiiiiii 

JJo ^)J‘V I’olagonia. Ouiiluronl' William \’il|,-lim,iuiiiii, 

piuice ot Aciuua. 

Stiategopulus captures Coimlautinoplo. EiUl of Llm l.m,,, 

Michael removes Uio seat of oinpiro tlntlicr. .nm i.iiipui) 


1201 


1203 

1204 

1205 
1200 

1271 

1274 

1380 

J2S1 

1282 


mo 

1295 

1301 




TUP. BALAiOLOGUS DYNASTV AT CONSTANTINO!' 

Micliael linprlsons Joaiinc.s IV and bas In'! ovom hiiI fmi ii’.n. ii,. v. - 

Villehaidouiu. 

lS,h«n emperor ami Micimel of JCpirns. 

I Vu j!. ^ f Avseuiub causing tlic Avsewito sohiam. 

itSZS """ .... 

Union of cLlhls oSod Loomis Tr "f ‘"■"Inono. 
^ Gioekchurch Itu^ns E ih o pnoMuJ by,, larm> ruHam i„ M,,. 

TbeSeljukTuikg lake Njssa. ^ ted, .iml liilh-i Inpu-n's ut iMb-Iuu-l’H th'iO li. 

.■;obM,mHpmr,Jm(:nvh .. 

.pieuous a.;,:;,;" ■s i" .i .n. 

PalsBologuB sucoecds l«'j>.>in..iAnL* -lolto piiwot. IIJh .snu AMdionl/iiin ^IT1 
taiy niiittera for a troubles compol Llm 

MiTrf'^rTv Nicephoms of Eniriis 

Pom.drtio.. ordl“omtrE5rbXZ‘ “l"'''?1 
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tnven to a Talar chiuf. Tho Ot-lommis grafluaUy ootjquoi-all the ByznuLino posse,s- 
sions in Asia. 

13(H TIiq Catalan Gi-aiul Company, ejigaged by Michael to help llglif: the Tui'k.s, and headed 
by llogQi' do Flor, lauds iu ConalantiuoplQ. 

130i Kclief of Philaclelplua by Roger. lie conceives Lho idaa of forming a principality ia 
the East. 

1305 Jtogor de Flor visits ConsUinLinoplo to demand pay for las nica 

1300 Turks rotalco IMiilaclolpkia. Plan of Fci'dliiaiid of Majorca to conqiiei' a IdtigJom ia 
the Greek Empiro. 

1307 Kogci* do Flor cioatcd crcsar. He sots out for Asiabut is assassniatecT. The company 
liveaks its ties with Michael, and sets out to conquer tcmlory for itself, llaltle of 
Aproa, The cojnpany takes poasession of scveial clistricls. Excoinmnnicntioii 
of Androiiicns by Oloinonb V. 

I. 110 Tim company and their Thirkish auxiliaries outer service of tho iluka of Athens. 

Coaqno.st of lllindos by knights of St. John. 

till Battle of tho Copluaua mul victory of the Catalan Grand Company over the duke of 
Athena pavo way for the conquest of Attica. The Turkish luixiliarios return litinir. 

1115 Victory of Philos Pnltcologna ovorTurkfi ntPizya. 

1120 Tlio emperor Micliaol dies. 

132i IJeRinnlng of civil war by partisans of the cnipeior'a grandson Androiiicus led by 
Caulaei\’/omuj and Synademw. 

1121 Peace of Kpibatos oonclndes civil war. 

1125 Andromoua couipollod lo boslow imperial orown on hw grandson Andionloue (III) 
Palasologua; thu two reigti togotnor. 

1127 Andronious II biing.s olmrgos against Aiidrouiciis III, Civil war breaks out ngnii’ — 

112U Synadwua ovovooiuca gavvlaou ot Couatautiiuiple, AlMlicatiou of Asulvoiucus II 
puLs an cud to civil war, but the court loinains full of intriguo. 

1121) Impoilal defeat at Pelokanon by tlio Oltoiuan Orklmu. 

1110 Siin'Qudei' of Nicuia to Orlchau. 

1110-1117 Otloinau invnsiona of tlio Kiuojman piovince.s. 

tll'M-lill? Expesdittou of AudvouicuH ml<» Eplnw. 

1117 'rim Mongols ovohs the Dmmho and vavugo iwrlUovn diatvlct. Anne vegoiA for Nl- 
oopiioriis IT, doHpol o! Epirus, turns the despokat over to Andronious. 

1111 Hiirrondei' oC Nicomedia t<» Orlchau. 

1111) UuvnlL in the dospotivb ul Kuiriis put down. 

11U Death of AiidrnniQiuH. lus young non Toanuea (V) Pnlcoologua Buoceccls wllk 
hhnprcHS Anno of Savoy as rogoiil. ItobcIHon of the prime mini.slcr Joannes (VI) 
Cantaouzonua, ^Yl^o is proclahnod omporor and guardian of Joiumcs. Ho often 
eali.s liiinsulf Joaniie.s V. Aiiocaiiohu-s and Joannes Apri intriguo against Cniiia* 
(ui/oiius> A long civil sti-ugglo cojmucnces. 

11J2 Stephen Duslian of Servia allies himself with rebels and invades oinpiro. 

iiMI Caiitacu/oims lunkes alUaiico with 'Buries. The wnvoontimiQS willi violence. 

1111 <,/iU\taim7,onu» Lakes (l-vaUauopolis and makes tvoatioa witU Sorvia aiul Bv\\gnvia. 

1115 Aliirdor of Aiiocaueliiis. Vicinity of Conslantiiioplo duvnstaiod. 

lilt} Dofoction of Orlchau from Aiuio's oauKC leads lo tnuiupli of Cantaeuxonus. EnrLh- 
quaUo at Consliiiitinoplo destroys portion of >Sl Sophia. 

1117 Treaty of CantiKtuzcmis witli Anno iceogniscs right of former ie rule for ton yeiirs. 
'I'ho Black Death rnges. 

II. 'iO ('aiiliimiziiiius ii.sus inonuy soul by Knssiuii.s (u lubuild Sopliin, to pay Otloiuan 

nuireiMmiles. 

13(31 .loaniK’s V lakes up arms against Caiilauuxonus. 

Ii}52 Pcitcn witlj Goiuia lifter three years’ war. Cuiilncuzomis liirus Ttiildsh inerooimrles lo 
ivgUt Bwlgaviivns and Servians. 

1151 C'liiiliu'ii/eiius iiroiilaiiim his son MnUliimiH oinpcror, and a deadly strifo butwooii him 
mid the Paheologii.s faniily ensuca. 

13.~) 1 Ciiiiliunizciius dellu'uiicd. Joannes Vsolc oiiq)oi-<ir. Mntthreus Cantacuzoiuts cunllnuo.s 
civil >var. 

1157 MattlunuH Cautacuizouns dclivoicd lo JoaiuMMi by lus eaptovs llio Sovviaus and made 
1(1 ixmounoe all rlglils to the tliiono. 

110L 'I'iio OLUmuin 'Ihirlns undor Murad 1 lake lludriauopolis. 'I'liw soal.s tiio fntu o£ tho 
nreelc Einpivo. 

13(11 Tlie OtLoniinis take Plillippolis ami Sorres. Defeat of Louis of Hungary. 

11UU-117() JuamicH visits Homo to ohlinn help lor his falling ompivc, but is iiusucccsihEuI. 
On way lioine is arrestod for debt in VcnicQ and roioftsetl with money juisod by iiis 
fioii, Manuel. 

1175 AmlrniilcuH, Joannes' eldest son, eouspiivs ngnlu.st him while the emperor is absftnton 
II, w. — voi.. VII, o 
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Joannes a^cnowlednes JiimiieK tho vassal of tlic Ollomau 
1381 ^faniiQ], second sou of Joaimos, pioclaimed cmpcivr and crowned. 

1389 Battle of Kosaovu, Great Ottoman victory ovci the Servians. AHSiis.HinaLioii nf Mininl. 

Bajnzet succeeds, roiiows ta-eaty with Joauiios, and puts Ulumiol nt liciul of (iii'i'K 
troops in Ottoman anny. 

1390 Ottomans cnptuie Bhilndelphia iho last indopciidcni i^oniniuiiity in A'dii 

Minor. 

1391 Deatli of Joannes. Manuel (II) Falesologua solo oiuperor. llo Imsti'ini In ('mislaiilU 

nopU, fearing his brother \vill soiaiQ the crown. 

1396 Great victory of Dajaaet at Nicopolls. Ho now dotormitios to )iinrn‘il (.'I'ti- 

strvntinople. Mamiel visits Franco for bolp. 

1398 Marahal BoucicaiUt aivive» ftl ConstaiitinopJo witli liis ilcol. 'J’ho 'I’nim i‘tmt|iini(n; 

Timur, distracts Bajuzofs altonlion fi-om tho ompirc. 

1309 Joannes of Seiyinbna, son of Androniciw, ojitom CoiiHlanlinojdii und in pnti'liiiiin'd 
enipei’or. ilanuel visits European courts for help. 

1402 Wanufel rctiii ns liome, his mission unsuccessful. BaUb: of An|:(n’ni ( ViihIimu' ilr-fi-nt 

of Bajazet by Tinuir. 

1403 Tieaty of Suleiman aud Manuel, tho former yielding up Uu'viUuy In Miicoilutiiii mul 

Thessaly, 

JAii) Musa, Suleiman's brother, after tho latlor’s death, rocon<|uci'« lon iLoi y ordctl liv Snli'i- 
ninn to Manuel, 

7 J 18 fllegsof Constantinojdc, hut is soon distrjiclod Ity civil timildivi. 

J.ll«-ll_l During reign of Jfuhammcd T, the Grcolc Empire onjoy.H imlnti'viiinU-d in'iicn. 
me omploya tune in reorganising administration ami coiiwditliiLinu li h iku nr. 

JiJS Joannes (VH) Palieologua, co-omjx,ror. ' ^ 

1422 Uwadll besieges Coiistantiuoplo to pmiisli Manuel for his iiitrij-ikin. He in ohliin'd 

snle i‘ni]iiuoi’. 
T)n'.s'i)ih)ni(’ji, 

l.e -• - ... miDUf'll |‘;iVIU''Ul I'f 

li-m af„V,A Tt .. “ "/'r,‘ ompire outers its final stage of letliiui/v, 

, dtoriritk sl;: - 

1431 Tenifale epidemic in Constantinople. 



tribute. 

““ ofspSa, (XHI) 

“ ..... 

l-ly2 Joannes appeals to Pope Jfjcholws V fm- Hi ‘ I* i 1'1»'ll'i'^poi iM. 

auxiliaries are sent. ^ loi aid. Cardinal rHidnm und a Hinidl h.i.K ,,i 
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ou tlvo Black Bmi, having beai\ xvroclaimcd “emperor of the Ilomniis?.” He calls 
liiinaelf Alexius (I) Oraiid-Coiimenus, to distinguish luniself from tlio family of 
Alexius Angelua-Comiieiius. The weakness of tlio expelled liouso of Angelua per¬ 
mits Alexius to found Uia ompiie and liegin a oatoer of conquest. In the course of 
n few nioatha the whole country from the Phasia to tiio Thoiiuodon is liis. David 
Oonniexms adds tlio coast from Jiiiiopo to Ileraclea to the new enipire. 

1200 Dofoat of David on the Sangariws, by Theodore (I) Laseavis. Alexma bndly beaten at 
jimiaiis by the suHnn of ’Icoiiiuin or Hum m leacuo with Thcodoie. David makes 
treaty with the oinperov Henry of Romania, lu tlve interest of hia powefjsions. 

1211 Tlieodoio I ottompLa to reiinito David’s territory to the oinpire ofNicrofi. DoaLli of 
David in defence of Siiiopo, besieged and captured by the Turks. Poiitus assailed 
by the Turks Colchis by the Geoigians. 

1210 Alexius compelled to declare himself a vassal of the snltau of Icotiimn. 

1222 Death of Alexius. Iha son-in-law, AndroJiiono (I) Q-hidus, sncceeda. Joannes tho 
eldest htm being jmssed over. 

1221 Treaty with Aland^Din, sultiuiof Tconium, Ilayton, Turkisli governor of Sinope, aejs^es 
tt Trebi/oiiLiiKi ship. Audvouiciw attaoka Sinopa; Ala oti-Diu breaks; tieaty and 
attacks Tiobi/.oiid. Aiidronions drives him off and by a treaty frees himsoli from 
vassalage. 

1220 Andionious aclnioAvledgos Idniself vossal of Gelaod-Din, shah of Khwnvizin. 

12U0 On defeat of Oola ad-Din by tlio Mongols, Andiouiciw renews va.s,salag 0 to Tcoiiiuin. 
'I'hu Iboiiau proviucea of 'rwbixonU avnite with the now Iberiiin kingdom whoi’o 
King Dnvid still ictains his indo])onc1enco ngiiinst the Turks. 

1230 Deatli of Andionious. Ilia broUioi'-hi-lavv, Joannea (I) Auxuohue, succeeds. 

1238 Death of ,foannu«. Ilia brother, Manuol (I) the Groat Captain, succeeds. There Is 
little iiiEoiunatiou about tlio ovonts of liw rcigti, but he was a vassal of tho Soljulcsi 
and, nfior their dufoat, in 12'M, at Kusadiic of tlio Mongol khan, Octar. 

1203 Aiidronioua 11 succeeds his fatliov. 

1200 Geoige succeeds liis brother. 'J'lie iKiwerof the Monguleiind .ScljuJcs in Asia Minor 
tU'cliiK’H, and George Ctcos himseU from Ihom. He iitLompts Lo conquer mote tervl- 
fcory but In 

1281) i.s doHoi’ted by lii.s nobles on an oxpedillon and capluml by the 'rnrlromaiia. Joannes 
in sneueeds. Ilo is invited by a party in CoiiHluatinopio, (1i.sgusted at Michael 
VIU's union with the Batin olinrch, lo place himi>elf at tlio lioad of the ortiiodox 
ChviHfciaus and of the Greek Kmpivo; hub Ji«viviuj 8 fours to do thiH. 

1281 Mloliaul sends (iuorgo Aorupolita, llic liistoHaii, uti a ini.Hslon to ■Toannc.s to induce him 

Lo lay nsldo tillc of cmpoiw of tUo Romans or accopt matvhnoninl alliance with Ills 
fiuiiily. tt is uiiHucoessful. Au iusurreotioji at 'rrohizond dopiivca Joauuea of 
his power, but ho soon reoovors it. 

1282 Jomincs agrees io marry kliolmol's danghlpr Emloma. Tho caroiuony is performed at 

CoiistaiiLiiioplo, and JoannoH gives iip litlo “cinporor of tlio Romans,*' taking lliat 
of “oiiipnror of all tho East, Jboria, and I’cialpa," David of Iberia iimkes nn 
unHUcecMsful aWnuk on Tvobkoud. (Icovgo released by Turkomans, bub falls in 
an aLliunpt to icgaiii tliroiio. 

1283 Joannes’ sister, Tlioodoia, flHsojiiblos mi army ond laounls Ibroiio, but Joaniios noon 

recovers it and drives her from it, Eoi»o NioholiiH IV invites .Tounnos lo a-ssist m 
oi'LiNudo Lo recover I’toloinais, but alTairs at homo provont lii-s doing so. 

1‘JI17 Doulli of Joamms. Ilin son Aloxlua n micceoda at ago of iiEleon. lie Boon fives 
liiinsolf from his gunrdian, Androiiious If of (loiiRtantinoplo. 

l:)l)2 Alexius repels ii Tiiikotnaii inv».sion in a gimt hnttlo near Kcrasunt, 

HUO Alter imvny trade disputeB with tli« (lonoowj oatahlLshmoiits on Iho Dlaok Sea, Genoa 
<IoiiiaiuIs a I'avoui'ablo treaty witli Aloxius, which ho refuses. 'I'ho enraged Gonoeso 
bum a iiortiun of 'I'robizond, but fear oI tho VenotianB compols them lo agree lo 
trading on the old linins. 

1314 Rinopiaii pirivlo.s sot iir« to Ti-obizoiul and much diimago is done. 

1330 1 lijutli of Alexius. Ills ohloat sou, Audronloua III, siwcuoda. A period o£ anarchy 
and oivil wav boguis. Androiiious wipposml to liavo put two brothora lo death. 
AnoLhoi' brother nnd au nimlo ileo lo ConsUuliuopIo. 

1332 Dentil of Ainlrouiciis. Accession of hia young aoii, Manuel II, with everyone in 
power iilUunpting to gain iho direction of almira. Talcing advantng'O of the condi¬ 
tion of afl'alrs tho Turkomans invado Iho oinpivo, which is in great danger, and 
Baell, tlio fugitive son of Alexius 11, Is iiivitecl lo boconio oinporoi. Manuel 
(1(!))09i'd. Basil proves a prailignlo iiioJiai-oh, and niuvno.s his mistress in splto of 
tl\« fact that ho has a wife, 'f ho jiowov liecoiuoa docontraliscd. 

1310 Dentil of Basil, lli.s lawful wife, Iione PnleBologiiia, danghtor of tho ByKantiiio 
empi'i'or, is placed on Uio bhruiio )>y her adhoicnls. Civil war Invaks out. 
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mi 

13-18 

13'i0 

1355 

1380 

Jieo 

J40O 

HOC 

M17 


1120 

M20 


1'142 

M40 

1110 

l-lfiS 

1401 


Anna Anaohouln, daughtev nf Aleiciua U, is placed by Uio pa. (,y <.j. M.« 

throne. Irene deposed. Midiael, fwcoiid 60 m of Joannua JJ, dnin.H Ujiiuju. JIu is 
itnprisoned, but a party forjiis awmnd his soil, JoniiiK^. 

JoannsB in gams tlu'oue fioin Anna. She is strangled. ,. . , , , , 

Disgusted witli Joannes’ conduct Iho young noblra velense his latlKiv, MIo1vb.oI, Ivouj 
prison niid make him emjieror. Michael confines Joiintios in a iiuiniiHli'iT, ivihI 
afterguards sends him to Ilndilanopolis. IIo trios lo iinprovn tlin I'onihh.m ..I 
alfaiiB and deci-eabe the power of the nobles, butw not stroiii;- onmigli fni' Ihn (i 
'he Great Plague (Black Death) lagcs in Tiobwoud. 1 ho Inrlcniimufi tnvagn 


1341 


1342 JoannsB 
13i-4 


The (ti'i'clcM Hill’ 


Iho (iisiv. 

The Great Plague (Black Death) lagcs n' I'n'*'™*- • no Liintojiiims lavadn iKr 

empiie ap to the ivalls of the capital. . 

Turks capture Kerasunt. Genoese incu of war attack i lebi/oiici. 

same the Pranks for revenge. , i , 

Michael makes peace with Goiioeso, ceding thorn foiliess ot Leonlokiislion. (,im 1 
riots break out. Jliehaoldethroned and Alexius III,son oL HaHil,ainl Ins inisli.--''. 
Irene of Trebizond, aio brought from Coiisluiitluoplo lo oeoui'y tlio llii'onr. 'I hr 
rebellions of tlie aristocracy contiime, . , 

The rebels headed by the grand iluko Nicotiis appeal with a llimt ln'loiu 1 nOiii'.iniil. 
Alexius drives them off. IIo begins to consoliifale hia juiwav, bill llin 'I’lii Loman'i 
giadiially seize teiritory from the eiupiro iintil there is only it imrit.w aliip nf mm 
const left 

Alexius quarrels witli Megollo Lcboari, « Gonoe.sii mcrehimt, who Ills mil galli'yn h* 
ravagethn iUackSea. Alaxuinflubmitsaiid conflriiw tiado privilcKi'S i>l’ Mic' (fi'iuu'/ii’. 
Death of Alexius. Ilii? son MaiiHoI III Kiiccmltf. 

Manuel sends troops to tlio army of Timur, but dooH nut hinisclf Utku jmil in tliu lull- 
tie of Angom (1402). 

After Timur's death RInmtel delivers ompivo fiom Iributn In Llia MmignlH, 

Death of Maiuiel. Ills son Alexius IV flUceuedH. After Itiu valrout ut llm Rl'Mimdi. 
bho empire is overnm by tUo two groat Turkoinau liordnHuf Ilia llliii'k ut.il W'iiita 
Sheep. Kara Yusuf, cltief of iho liluck liordu, coiuihiIh AIuxIh lo m-ikI ii iliui);lilri 
to marry Ine son, aiul exacts tribute. 

Death of ICara ITiisut—Iho oiuporor oonso.s lo pay tribute in llio liliielL Ihnile. 

Kobcihon of Alexius' sou Calo-Joaniios, who has hcuii i-iuhimI Id itHpi'i’ii.I iligiiiiy. Tlii< 
nobles rescue tho omperoi'. Alexius coufovn vighlaoE liuir iq>iiin*miV nnd iinjuM ml di|; 
nity on his secoiul son Alexander, wlio dioH.soou afterwavtlH. 

Fiist attack of Otioimiu Turks on 'tVobizond w lomilHod. 

Second rabelliou of Calo'Joaimes. IIo murders AlexiuH untl siiocrrilH us Joinmoii IV. 
lie is hated for his criiuos. 

Tlie sheikh of Kvtcbil fails in an attempt lo capturo'rndii/oiul. .loiiiim'-i foinm pluii 
lo expel Ottomans fi-om Asia Minor ami Mulmmmeil U forwl to iiiviuii- tlii> diii|<iii' 
Joannes compelled lo become viUMal o£ Jlulmnnucd juul pay (nlmh', 

Death of Jounucs as ho is forniing agioiil IcugiimiRaiiiHlllmbuoniaiih. lour 
old sou is SGt aside iu favour of his brother David who coutiiiues Jiiiuiiir;i ’m ih’I, mi 
the league. 

SjePo find capture of TiobizomJ by MuJummed /I. Jimf of ibo c'iii(iii.' of 'I'l. Iihuml. 
David retires to Maviunaros wdiicli lie irwiven in exubango lor his (‘iiiiniv, iiuil u lew 
years later is put lo death at Constiuitiuopte for iiifumiig to join tlm iMuHlnu lull li. 

THE KmGDOM OP BAEOWltJA (I201^1i!li2 A.ii.) 

1201 Tn the division of the Byzanlme Empire among llm eruHudeirt, Donifiioo, loniMiii'i i.f 
iMuiitferral, coiiLinander-m-cliiof, j-ccoivi!.s a foudnlory kmgiloin in Atiiii, IniL nol lik- 

mg to be so fiu iroin Ins Italiiin domains, lio uxchaugeH IL for llm pi i>\ Iik-d of .Mu . 

donmvvitli I hessalonica for bis uapilul. IlncuHo itllm kitigildin of iSuIouum. I Id 
■ ibo behem hiiijsell ontit^ and cxulmiig (!.4 if, with fim VenHnuui lor in.i 

Tun - T would like lo imviiiUm uu iiiiltqieml.'iil, iruliii, VuL 

mu loivr D •/ proiiijilly compete liiiii lo do lioningn. 

lion li tSui’oiS'''' nud AiguH, hut i. riMulb.d by ,i i.I. mI 

1-^ur Death of Boniface in li skirmish with tlio Ilulgaruim. DomcUlvm hiii sou two vmu 

old succeeds with the oueen,Margniol, as rogeut. ■ 

IS pi'oteoted against tho prince of Kpinis mid tlmkiuu of IhiUrinii, l.v llo- 

''in 18 stiU completing his cducnlion in Ttnly, 'I'licoilon' nriii<*o i>f h'uh n.i 

onquens the kingdom and i.s crowned emporor of Tliilsnlunica. Ilenirlriin llmlu-i 
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uiisnccpsHfnl Rtteinpts lo reoovor liin kingdom. Tho title its hold by the desceiirlants 
oi T)oinotn\isuntil lYiliiam mnrquisof MoutSoiTat cedes it lo the Bvzmibiuo oiiiDoroi' 
ill 1281. ^ 

1200 Dalrhvin TI, than titular oniporov of nomaniat granted Uio kingdom of Salouioa to llio 
liouae of Bwi gundy, whevn itTcmamevl until Kudos IV hoUI it to PhiUp of Taventum, 
litiilar enipeior of Romania In 1320. 


Tine nieSPOTAT or RPTTIUS AN1> RMPIRR OV TIITIRRALONICA (12O1-1J00 A.n.) 

1201 Aftor Urn conquest of Constiinlinoplo, Mloliaol I, n nntiirnl son of Constantino 
Angelua and unclu of laaau Hand Alexius III, escapes into llipivusiiiiaiTieH a native 
lady, iiiul rsLahliflliOH agoverninont in tlio territory we.st of the Ibndiis Jloiinlains. 
1 lis capital is at Joannina. Itig a typical Ityzaiitiiio state, totally dift’event from tlio 
I’l'iuiUish feudutoiy governmont-H. Michael and hi.s fleacendauts all lake, name of 
Angchis ConmenuH l)ueas. Jle is lui able military leader, and extends his piinci-' 
jiality ovov all Rpirns, Aoarnania, AiiiOlia, and a paifc of Macedonia and Thessaly. 
Jlo IS vii'fcually ijHlapondent, ImL acknoivlcdgcs Theodore Lnscaiis I ns tlio liiivfiil 
oniperor of the Knsl. 

1211 A.ssaHsination nf Miolmol by one of his .slam. Ills hrothor Theodore succeeds, iiaving 
sworn fidiiJity lo the throno of Nlcma. Uo at once begins to oxfcejul ins donniiions. 

1217 'riicodoro capluvea tlio Uatlii emisiror, Piovre do Coiirlenai, who is on his way to Coiu 
stnnliiioplo. 

1222 'riiGodoi'o ilrivos the LomhardHoutof .Ralonica, and is crowned oinporovofTlicssaloiiioa. 


Thn J'Jmpb'f. of Theasaloniea 

1224 Tlipodnvo lakes lladrianopolis. IIIh oinpiio now cxIondH from the Adriatic to the 
lllnelc Sea. Ifo plans atlaok on Constantinople, but becomes involvcil in war wilh 
John Asan of Ihilaavin. 

•Iniin Afiun taltoH Tlioodoro prisonov ami puts mil hia uyes. 'rhcmloYD’a brolhrr 
Mfuuiel nHsinues ininmiu) title. 

1232 .foliii Asan maviics Tnowlore’s fliuiglilor ami i-elcasos him. 'j'Jieodnve returns lo 
TlLcasaionica and forms party strong ouougli lo dvivo Miimmi oul. 'riio.odoio’K 
blitiihH'Hs inoveiiU) liitu from reigning, so his son Joannes takes Mm Idle. ^lainiol 
(’scapes lo Nicaiaand returns wilh aid from Joannes Vatatzos, l>ut Tiieorloro persuades 
him and liis In-oMim- Constantina lo aiil in defimding the empire againsL AToma. 

1231 Valat/es lakes Thessalonioa. Joanne.s eompollcd lo give up impoiinl dignity and 
assume rank of despot, 

'J'hf Dfspoliit nf V'/itruH 

1211 Domotiinfl suocoeds iiis hrotlier .lonnnr.n. 

12 Id .hiamies Valal/.es, owing to disputes, diives IkMUOtrins from olVico and unilcs Thessa* 
loiiioa lo till! (njeeir J'hnnive. A nalnral sou of Michael J, jMiolmnl i.s, Ijowovcv, in 
jmsse.sHioii of a iiortioii of tlio daspolat and the Mind Theodore! of iiuother. rloaiincs 
Vatatzes nmk(‘H Mlolmol II despot niidor promise of ahsoluto ildolily, but 'J’licodore, 

1201-127)3 l)y his intrigiiL's, invoWe.s Miclmel in war with Valutycs. 

I2r>r) MiulmnI delivers up 'I’linodoro and nmicas ponce wilh Valalzes. Miobnol is oxpollod 
from liis doiiiinioiis, Imt recovnr.s tlio soutliiTu portion inul rules Lhm'o. 

1237 Ilisalh of Jdi«hai>i. NIcophoins, Im sen, lecoivus tilU*. and muvvies daugbUiv of 
Theodore hii8(!iu-l.s If. I lo oxlontls his t^'rrilory in Acaniaina and ACtolia. 

12!H) Aii!(!plioi'us atlacked by Aiulroiiwuis 11 and tin* (lonoeso, but lie repels iliGiu with 
help of Ihfl pvluco of’ Aoliaia and tUo count of Coplmlonm. 

I2f>3 l)(>!ith of Nice]dK)nis. Ills son Tliomaw suocoeds, 

1318 Murder of David by hi.s nopliow, Thomas 11, the count of C'oplmlniiia, wlio is jmir- 
(loll'd by his wife Anno, wlio is gunnlian of her son, Nic^ophorus If, twelve years 
old, wlion in 

J 3.17 Andi'onifliiH III invaihw Min country. Anno lunifl tlio dospofuL ovor to fihn. Nicopli- 
oi'UR kilh'd, 1333,111 a batthi with tho Albanians while attempting to recover tho 
di’spotafc. 

T/ie WaUachtan Princes of Tkesscly 

1231) JonniiDB Diioas 1, natural son nf Iho dcaiiol bUchupl II, inames danghlov of iho IVal- 
laohiim eliief in Tlicssaly. TIo founds an iudojiendontgovcrnmont, fighting'with or 
agiiinsb Epirus or Goiistantiuoplo, as anils his lutorests. 
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THE HISTOHY 01 ’ THJi: HASOTIN 


1290 Succeeded liy liis son, name not known- 

1300 Joannes Duoaa (II) succeedsMndergiianliantihipof Ouy Tl, diilcc of AUiomh, liiiiroiiinii. 
1308 On deatU of Joannes, his poBsession® uio divided niiiong Iho fi-oiiliei' hIuLoh. 

Th& iyerMaM Dcs^ola of JSpinis 

13(57 Thomas Prehiboa recognised hy Stephen Pushnn as prince o£ ,Joivnniniv ov Ailu. 

1383 Assassination of pieluhos on account of hi® oriicIticH. His Mhlmv iniuiirs iJrinn 
Buoiidelmonte, who wavs with tho Albniijatis until capliucd in I3!l!l, 


The Tocco Fmxihj in ^iVms iDespolat of IJtnmnia) 

MOO Charlee Tooco, gmndsoii of Leonavdo Tocco, nho was iiivcMnd wiih ('r|i|iiiliii)ia I'V' 
llobei'b of 'i’aveiituin, titular omixnov of Konninia, inviiduH MpiniH iilutiil, J.liKI, ;mi<| 
Anally coiKpicva enough territory to deeinre ItiiiisoU despot of Uuiiiiiiiia. 

M3!) Charles 11 succeeds his iincle> 

M31 The Turlrs capture Joaimina and iEtolia- 

1133 Chailcs becomes a citizen of Venice m older to oblftiu Die proLeoUoii of Hint 
M52 IiBonard succeeds his father. ' 

li60 The Turks diivo Leouaid from the llnone. 


1205 

120? 

1325 

1231 


1375 

1280 

1290 

1293 


1304 

1308 


1310 

1311 


1326 

1330 

1331 
1338 


THE DUCHY OF ATHENS (120M-1W) a.n.) 

The Jlouec of do la Jtochc 

Between the kingdom p£ Salonicn and the Pelopomiesua liti f^cvcnil fmi.liil Mjiln 
apportioned ainoug the crusaders. Of these the duchy of Allicim in tlm uui.t im. 

pOl CQUti 

nurgimdian nohlc, takes poasosslon of H,. i„ 

of all AUica and Boiotia, but does lioniago lo Ihmifnoe of Salonieii 

" 

and lesigna in favour of his ii.u.ln'w. Ouv I 

foiina a cIoM a hanco witii him later on. John «fipiin-(.d in tlm Imlllo uf ()ii>ii,i iii.< 

.. 

.... 

Guy 18 iiivitsfl to admiinster the domnriojw of Dm dosnol. of i: i 

‘^wYol^ of » ""f W'" ..'I H.,lm , ll„. 

Wulto, .10 

The House, rtf JMriiuc 

ao.tl.B..„ Greeco, tho 

The (7(fialan (frand Company 

Eogor Deslau .ppoioto, ..... 

Bute Of Alhoy,, „n,t 

joh»: b" o“iho;’^rv'futsss^^^^ auoi,.. 
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IH'IS Frodoiloic, inarqnis o£ Enmlazw>, son of John, flucccods, IIo nevcjvvisits Afclions, 

lliijo ProtlDtiok III, Icing o£ Sicily, micccods iho maiquls o£ lliviuhizzo. 

i;j77 IVIaiia, (Ituiji 5 ktov of Fiettoriok III, auccecds to tlio ducUy. 

1U9G CoiiqunaL of Atliona liy Nono Aceiajiioli, govouior of Corinfcli, in a wr coiicorning tho 
cuiuitcb3 oC Saluna mid her heriUge. 

37id Jlowe of Acciajuoli 

IfiOl Norio I coiiririiipd in Um duchy hy King r,ftdislmiH of Naples. Norio lalcen in'isoner 
hy Navmi'o.so U’(jr)j)H and piirolinaea liia liberty. Death of Norio i his natuiul aon, 
Autoulo, jmccecdH, IVAjiiT.ct rccognisoH Ivia autliorUy. Athens onjoys a Ivanyini nilo 
of foi'l-y yofvi.H. 

MMi1 Noiio II, giainl-iiopluiw of Norio f, siicccotl.i on death of Antonio. Thn a(lniiinsl.ra« 
lion CDinoh into hmidw of his hroUicr, Anioniu, ^vhilo Norio ih in ivosLorii Europe. 

IM:) Norio ^>aya tribute to tii« dospotof Sforoa. 

1 [fjO Norio joins fonies willi linlmiiniifd II an«l hecotiioH Otlomaii vassiil. 

1 iriil Infant son of Norio Hucoctnb on Ida Xiillior'H death with bi.s niothei* us regent. 

I'lori Muliaunuod ovdcvti cUvohy confnritnl on Fxauoo. nephew of Novio 11. 

I'loO MiilianiniGd finding tho Atheiuniia diagimtcd with Fiancoamicxe.s duchy to tlio Ofcloman 
JCiiipiri*. 

Tlioro are other loudnl htnles north of the iBlhniuH of Corinth, inilod by Lbo loid.s of 
lliidonitza, Snloiui, and Nogi-oiKiiit, but dehuts of tlinir liistovy aio lacking. Like 
Atlions Llioy are fumlly morgod iii tlio Oltoniau Ninpuo. 


'i'llh VniNCIl’ATJTY OF ACnAlA (12015-1KIO a.d.) 

l^OrnlSOH Gvdllmuno do ChampUUoircHieivinglcmUiry in the relopnnnogufifwhi.'iBhmoof 
tho Uyy.ftutum Kiupiu»,i«.i<nnod by (h-otfioy YUlohimloxmi, nopkowof tho oUionioler, 
and t'ocMpici iiigabcmthaif tho jioiiiiiHuK within llneoyoaH oigiuiiKes a Rtioiig feudal 
governtiH'iit. (ieoifroy is liia jiKwt iinjKirtant fomlu! vassal, and receives tho fief of 
Kuianmta. 

IL*1(I {liillluumo riitnniK <o Fiunco leaving hm relalivo Ilngh in oluvrgo, hut tho latter dying, 
(Inoffroy is olvrl/pd in hln plucn. Qooffroy posMO.ssc.s hiin.soJf of tho piinoipallty. 
llo slroiiglliiMiii it in t'vnry possihlo way. 

TJ18 Oooffvoy 11 auceotuln Ida fatlicr. 

lu’DJ-lJklU Soj'jou.s qiiAii'ol (>£ GeofTioy with iho pope. Thn liaii of oxooininunicuLion is 
lliially roinoviid. 

I'MO Death of (ii.olTniy. TIiHhvolhev Glulllavinio VlUolimtloninsiicccedB. Ilopropoaeato 
ooniplafu cuiiqiiosl of I’olopoiincNnH. 

1217 Ci)U((iu<st of Naiiplia with iiol]) of V^miotiaiiH of Alodon. 

iyi.S (Jcniqiiosl of monoinvnsia. Jlofuro tho end cd the year the onliroTolopoime'nw is inidov 
ViiUiklHli doniinutUm. 

I'jnn (luilhuuinj (iHHislH his faltierdii'law Minluud H of Epirus in his wnv agnin.st Michnol 
Vnr of OoiiHtantiiiopIc. Bnltln of Ikdagoniii, lUid eanturo of (iiiilhuniio, by Mlohaal 
YTU. 

1201 (luilliuuuovok'jned hy ocding j\Inu('n\vasiu,MiHithia,and Afainn, tlii'co strong oitiea, to 
Jlialiuol VIII. 

I’oi'u liilnin IV rolnasn.s (inninunm from pioniiao not '»o wago war on Miolinol. "Wav- 
iaro vi'snlla in Uio Morna, 

lLMi:i Urbiin IV nuidiati’S huUvcmi lllinijiuil and Gnillmimo. 

1207 'I’lio pi iiicipality lMJcioiMe.H a dependniiny of Uio kingdom of Naplo.s, linviug lioon that of 
llin Ihiniuiiian oinjX'-rorN. 

1277 Dvatli uC (.{nillaumo. llin daugldev laaboUa succcoiK 

1270 Doatliof iHiiln'llfi’.s liUHliaml riiilipof Anjou. QuUlnumoclolnRooho, dukoof Atiions, 
g()V(‘rns for ten yoiirR. 

1201 Tsivlielhv inavvivH Vlorrm of Tlninanlt. 

1207 Di'ivtli of Floraiiz and end of hint piiiapejous poriofl of llio priiinipality. 'L'Jie suzor- 
ninty of Aclmni 1ms Imon transrcirod to J'hilip of Tartintiiiii, 

Dim TnalKillii iiKiri'ion rinllp of Savoy. 

i;h)l iHaluilla nud I’hiUp leave Uieccn iu coimoquetico of tUaputca with tliciv vassals ami 
with riiilip o£ 'rfivontiini. , ^ , ,, _ , 

J.’lll Doalii of Tsaliolliv ni Italy. Her daughter Maud of HRinaiilt, widow of (riiy 11 of 
Athonn, HuoimodH. 

IDlli Aland niurrios Taniis of Burgundy. 
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THK HIS'IORY of the EAS'J'EHK ioaumrk 

,813 JL™a.„aLm,i»lc.™ for Grooce. Fonlin,...! of Majoroa ,n-i,u,i,,al..y.,.,l anh 

out to take it 

131G I^eath of I’ei-clmand m to Count .Tnlin nf lluivlim. 

13J7 Death of Louis. Ihc house oi W®,' tA.,,. Kiiitf of iIitIiu.s llna 

bubfindsahe haaa reaclymamed M (lola l^ J. ’ with John. S),.- i. 


13,6 At S ofciS.3“da ^oT, Rotrt bSp ».«rai., of Aal„.m a, ryll a» vvi, u-.~. 

13Gi Death of Robert, leaving pi'inoipafity to his wWow Mnry of Mu' cii'' iniri > 

devolving on Philip HI titular emporor of Iloinania. Mary ustivhliHlici In'iM'lf in 
Gieece, but is unable to hold tlie position. 

1387 to Itftly!^^^ is last sovereign to rule over Mio H'linln of Mi" prinf-mnlily, 

Achaiafalls into a state of anarchy. Tho countiy is mvofted by Ihi' h'-l|"k mnl 
Ottoman Turks; tho strategi and dosnots of the laln!Oh»K«« fninily '"'•nblrJn d i.> 
the emperor of ConstaBtinoplo In Ihomorcan tcintory that wns tlic inh'i' i*f \\ illnini 
Yilleliardoiiin’s ransom, gradually reconmim the IVlopoinu-Hiis fiiiin Mm' I'u’mHi 
feudal lords. About M'iS, Jlnrad ffsefs about mining the liyziinfine |nv4M'sMiiim in 
the Peloponnesus, After this iho OUoinaii ])OM'or in the Innd nlnnlilv iiu'ii'ti-,; 

In 1408 Mnhamnicd fl visits tho IVloiionimsiiH, and it in Ihnilly eDiuini'n'd l-y bun 
in 1100, except some cities abill in the IiuiuIh of tlie VeuPtiiniH, I' lU’ wnrM 1 ii'>Imi ir 

interest,perhaps the most hnpovlaut fonlmeof the feudal aliili'Hiii Mi.. i’‘ Mmi i 

stated by Finlay i *'The Franks ruled thcgreatei part of the I’l'hiinnineniiH Inr lun 
centuries, and the feudal system which they nilrodneedniisiimijilidinMl in lull i igoiii 
for aufticient time to admit of its effects on civilised coiinnntnMfH livinj!: uiidni' ilm 
simpler flvatcin of por.soiml rights, traeed out in the Uomun linv, being fully ilnvi'b 
oped. Tnc rosuU was that the Franks were dcmoralisod, Ihe Mreelci innKivrii'ilinl, 
and Greece ruined." 

THE VENETIAN ACQUISITIONS C1207-lfi(in a.u.) 

In the partition of the Byzantino Mmpju', the I’fipnhlie of Venice rcccir cfi ubniil, t In cc. 
eighths of the whole einpiio of Uoimniin; liMbhor lesomvi'H uni, bcini' nili'nnitl^' l<< 

Lt. 3- ..U.. __ i... i.J. I I.. .. .i. . 


coiiqucr this amount of territory, shv nmkes no effort to InKc a iMin-ddt'iubh' pm i imi 
of her share. \Vo have seen how a ))orUon of TlicHHiily was cxnhiini'eil u ilh Hnui 
face of Moiitfcrrat, and a considcrahio nmonnt of luiid fulls inio llm liumls nf ibe 
other adveiitmars. Venlco puisucs the pnliey, iillowiuM lier iunmin i>riMiinili\ 
conquer certain territories, on condition tlinl they be held ns licfM of ilii< inpuliin 
Tliiis the Dandolo and Viarofamilies lake MalUiioli and tho Islainl of Amlmi; lb 




>7 juaijv kjuitktULiu* iiivjvuw lit 101114 lliX 

rule the islands, vnssals of Romania and Venice—unovontful rnhsi hi rMiich ii iti-uT 
oeljuk invasion of Naxos in 1330 is perhaps the inost iniptiiluul, ovciil uulil 
vhen thiongli conspiracy tho Crisjx) family seiaoH tlui duchy. In Mm I real v bi hM eii 
AULlminiiied II and Venice after thp caplum of Monstuiitiinqilr, lim i|ulo"> nl' lim 
Archipelago neb as subjects of Yemco. When tho mpublie mul Ih.' OMninuu I-hn 

pive engage in hostilitio.s, the duko of tho Archipelago is eouumllfil In ... h, 

yns.sal of the Sublime Porte, 15:17. hi 15«fl, on complaint of f|i,- (Jumli a,. ,).). ,,i,. 
the sultan Sclnn 11 sewes tho duchy and adds il to his otnpiii', mnl ||in lu'il Ih'l 
oJ ttiG Itonk.anian Empire is exLingnislicd. 
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TIIK REIGN OE AUCADIUS 

[.m-40R A.II. I 

Tirio Emporor Thcoflosius 1 died in !Mediulanuin 
on UiQ 17 til of January, 305, after a long illness. A 
}l)'pyhi, fow ninntlm boioro this ho Imd defeated at Erigidus, 
in tlio pas-s of the Julian Alps, Eugenins, tho HGOond 
])i’eLondov Lo lay claim to tho throno during his roign. Tho pious monarch 
iiuil, his death in a dilVoront nmiiner from lus young co-rulors, Gratian and 
Viihud'iniun U, but as had many of his pvodecossors. No murderous Bioel of 
inoreonary nspirants put an end to his life, but eiUToundod liy faitlifiil frionda 
and rollowors, and attoiule<l by tlio vonorahlo Bishop Amhro.so, his great soul 
(l(5[5iivted from a body long worn out with Irouhlo and anxiety and tlio many 
striigghiH of ail alino.Ht inoossanb war. Ho was not old when he died, for 
liaviiig been liorn iu 315 lie hud not yot reached tho ago of fifty, ami so, 
ae,eni’<llng to the pvosjioet of longevity, it had been thought that ho would 
liave a muoli longer reign. 

'Pliere bud iiovor been a more prosperous time for the Homan world Lban 
just tiion 5 for, after the tlofoat of KngoiiiuB, tho whole of the Roman Empiro 
hud eiK’.o mere pusKcd under tho undivided control of one man. 'rhoodoaiuH 
witli bis twe-sidod policy—openly to woleomo the GormaiiR pressing into his 
Country, if they agreed Lo Icoei) poaco and friendship, or Htrongly lo oppose 
llieir hostile ailvaueos — would have boon well able to withstand tho ovor- 
crewdiiig'" of the west by tho tribos porsocnlod by the Huns Cor many yours 
Umger ; but tho doalh of so powerful an ononiy, who was greatly feared oven 
by tlio liarbiirians, Avas tlio signal for an intornal rising as woll aa for an 
external revolt. 

In the midst of all this trouble and distross tlin ruler now died, leaving 
the kingdom to liis Lavokoiis Ai'CikUuh and Uoiiorius, the I’ormor but ayoutli, 
ide latter a ehild of eleven years, 'With regard to the dividing of the empire, 
Hint was all settled, at least as far as Areadiiis was concerned, for it vms 
eei'tiiiiily not on libs death-bod Unit the careful ThcodosiuH had lirst eonsid- 
('I'l'd tlio matter. 'The eastern half, formerly ruled by the fatlior, avus loft to 
Areadius ns tlio older son ; Avliilst before theniurdor of Valontinian II a part of 
the Occident was probalily iulondodto ho divided bolAVGou liiin (Valontinian) 
and IlonoviuH. 


A oo^ii’AnmoN OF rnw two KTiirniTsa 

'riio Wostern Knipiro couBiHted of Britain na fur as tho frontier wall of 
1 Iinivlan, of (lanl, of Oormany up tn tho Ztwea trmidrhenamis, of Spain, of Itiilj', 
of tbo wesLeni part of tlie province of Illyriouni which embraced Noriciim, 
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■n -n^hnntiT aiu\ o£ wWoli lUo baiuuUu'y Hti-otoliiMl woiiUiriiHt- 

wSs fi-om'lUo mouth of’ the Scoilra (Scutari) over tho IhiNiiiivu Arnimlniim 
along tUo Dmm (Drina) to the Saviia (Sa^o), mid of Uio cntir() noW i . .m^ 
of Africa from the Atltmlio Ocean to tho Uarca pliiiii. 1 lie ('imlmn In If 
bequeathed to Arcadhm inoludod tho 33all«in iKmu.Hula, lumnd on Ilm norlh 
by the Danube, Asia Minor, tho Tauric ponnmuhi ((>rinmiv), Syim, ! ab-^- 

tiiie, Egypt, Lo\yer Libya, and tho Pentapolw. i iri r 

k inme stee oi^ the map shows that llio tiroa o£ tim woNl(n’)i liii f by fur 
exceeded that of the east. Iiulcod, ITonoHus’ realm st.rcad ovor iiliniil, our 
and one haU tunes the area of Unit of ins bv(dlior AiradJiiH. 1 Im pj-odin;; 



splcaduK.. , , , , 

north, gold, sihor, and ore. The Gauls Avttvu ronowuttd j«g and Inrrdm is 
Italy supplied cloth and pickled moats, whilst the Hut uorlli uiul raMt, \ny- 
duoed such niiauUfcies of grain tl>at at tlio end of Iho fonrlli rrntiiry l!ir jir 
iiahitants of Ilomo could woU haA'o diaponsod with ilm corn Hont from A I'vira 
and had thoir wheat brought from (haul. Spain, alihongh not MiicrruNfiil in 
the oultivntioii of grain, Avas amply compensated hy tho splendid wIjioh ^DlirIl 
it produced; tho rivera yielded gold dual, Iho luouitlaiiis silver, odjijxu', jiiid 
iron, and tho sea a wealth oC fish. 

Africa, owing to tho fortiUly wlueh for conUiriuH hik'd tin' ginnarii'M of 
Rome, was ao thickly populated llud lu Uio fouith <'oiU.uvy tfuM-o u-(*u' tiid 
bisiiojpa’ seea in Numidia, and 170 ni tho consular pr(»vjn(’i} of Afi'icii, I'oni- 
parocl with wliioli Tvipolis on Iho bovdorn of Mio Snlmru was far lii'lijnii. 
Italy was and is still to a far greater extent a land of iigricidliiro Oiiiii 
Greece. 

The Eastern Eiiipiro on tho other hand Hhow.H at jh\st ghnu'o a n'miii’hii))ln 
lack of flab land and a groat muubor of mountains. 'I'lio iUdkiiii jicMliimdii, 
for instance, is ivbnost entirely composed of ehaiua of Auunnluins Avhii'h I'l'nsu 
and recrosa ill aucli a nuinuoi* os to render oxploratiou very dilVimll; i-vi-n 
up to tho present day little is known of tho lumntry. Owing lo f ho umuu 
tainous character of tho Balkan pouinsnia only a portion of Mm |(i(Miiid (nf 
which to-day 30 per cent, is improdueth'o in'T'nrkc}', hnl in (liVi’im (|iiiln 
63.9 per cent.) could bo cultivated. Tho expiiusivu north u an mi I'm oiniiidn 
to the cultivation of corn, especially in llio A'ulIey.H mair tliii river, m, llml, 
Thrace once enjoyed tho ilistiuotion of prudneing Urn rmcat itiiil Imavicul. 
Avheai for exportation to Greece; wMIst in Grcemi iisolf only 'I’bi'xmdy und 
Dmofcia were noted for their agricultiirnl soil, Uio rouuiiiuiip'dirttriela hriup 
best suited to pasture land for cnttlo. * 

Furthermore, in Asia Minor and on tho east coast of Iho Modilri rniKmii 
but a part of the land repays tho trouble of <5ul(.lvutioii, for i(. Im only (,i,„ 
western valleys of tho rivous emptying tliciusclvcs into llm /'hmcnii .S.-iMtinl 
the novtUcm bovdov of tho Black Sea wdiich yield ffond liarvc-sts of wiim, oil. 
ami com; for the MccUtciTancan coast, Avith tho oxeoplioii of Llm rich dij.i rirr 
or Adana, oilers no specially prodiicLivo ground. 

Av/. Roman Empire, tUougli ccvtaiiily far Imldml llm 

uestnotonlyin size but also m its products, onjoyml iu oihiu' wins nuinv 

\ ® of iinportaiHK! umrn widely 

scattered and sepaYaied from tho chief eentro by otouI, diHliuim's wliidi 
arrangement was undoubtedly ndvantiigGonn lo disoontunLeil hpiu'ns uiid 
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ainI)iLif>tiH officers desirous of rovoltinjy against, llio lawful head of Llie state. 
Tlio wide oxjjanHo to tlio northwest^ however, occasioned a fatEil lengthening 
o£ the eastern border lino guarded by the easily crossed Rhine sincl fianube. 

'I'ho Orient, on the contrary, liad its solo coasb-lino bound by tlio Medi- 
iorraiiean, a niiicli navigated and frequented sea. No city or town was 
sopjiraUid from tlie oL]iGr.s by long sLrotchos of hind, for the sea enabled 
the troops from one garrison to reach another in a few days. The Daimbo 
WEIS a wojik doXonCG iigiiinst llio barbarians marcliing from the north, and 
the natural highway of Baku would not loud iiivailers into ilie valley 
of a river opening into Ashi. jMinur, but straight into Anncnia, which being 
full of ehjisnis and ravines, was easy to defend. lOven in the cjlso of an 
invasion from the north the whole of tho East, excepting Egypt, would offer 
but wild uninhabited country to the eiiciuy. 

ft was not only tho Rainonoss of olimato and Lho consequent- similarity 
of ])roduats wliieli bound the various divisions of tho East closer together 
tluui were those of the West, but it was rather tlio one spiritual Leucliing and 
the o(tual)lo advane,oincnt of odiicalioii which placed the Orient before ilio 
(lecidont. TJiis latter dominion had two great works of civilisation before 
it—to instil religious knowledge into tho minds of tho iiiliabitanta of tho 
northwcHtorn provinces, jvnd to introduce Catholic Christianity, ns yet nn- 
Icnowii to tliom. The East ou tho other hand consisted entirely of puro 
(•Iroeks or of those who hail long learned not only to speak but to tliinlc in 
(R’cok from their anoostors who, kovou conluvies before, had accompanied 
Alexander in his glorious U'hmi))lial mnrcli to the Ilydaspes. T'ho wholo 
jiopuliKjo had long siiico boon turncil from tlio Ariun belief, so that any clif- 
roL'oncics in the intorprotation of a dogma wnro )iow lalcon up and carefully 
thought over liy all, rich and poor, from north to south alike. 

Ill tho Occident, however, ilioro was a strong pagan party at court 
which hud only liuen outwardly overthrown by the downfall of Kngonius, 
and ]i(!{)(I(kI blit a favonrablo ojipoiiunlty lo reproolaim polytheism, oven 
though it were at tlio cost of their patriotism. 

Anibroso filatos that 'I'JioodoaiitH, wlion on liis doath-bed, was far inoro 
ciiiKMU'ijed aliout tho Hiinetity oC tho ohurcli tluni the welfare of the state, 
for he little thought (bat the two portions of hi« omjiiro would bo sepa- 
riiLiid and Inuiome as two worlds with totally difCoront histories. Tie died in 
llic linn belief Mint his .soim and do.scomlaidH would never loso sight of tho 
Yivlue and iniporliuioo of unity, and Uial ejwili would make his own tho 
perils of the oLliur. 

Ily reason of ilim Urn two doininioiis rcmaimMl united, al; least to all out- 
iviird apjieiu'aiioes, lor luaiiy conturioH. AU lawn and regulations of both 
Averc witliout exception headed by the uamca of the two rulers, and tliey 
were all drawn u]i in Jjatiii up to the thno of .fustinian.; tho year was tlioii 
as now luinied after tho two eoimuls, oiio of whom was ap])oiuted by each 
division. 

Jn Europe north of lho Oiinuho Uio country was being coiisLantly in- 
vailed, and einisoqiK^iiLly lho neighbouring provinces, such as Siiytbin, Miusia 
Seeunda, Dacia UipeiisiH, and M<oaia Prima, Imd numorous troops wliioli 
wore iindor the eoinnuind of dvees. Thirty-ono rGgiiuents of cavalry, tlurtjy- 
ninis anxiliaru's, a jajvtinn of which oonsiHLod of woll-tvaiiiod scouts (explora- 
hnvi.s), Uiirty-Lwo legionos riparomsos, three (d them being oxploratores, and 
Uii'oo delaelmumts of sailors {naualc.rii') wore quariorod in tlio numoj’oiis 
I'lirtrossoH HituaUd citlior right on lho banks of lho Danube or us oloao iis 
possible, eHxioeiiilly in Noviodimum, Durostorum, Viniinaoiuin, Cebruin, and 
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ilip frrain shina and helped in the ImiiBmissioii of I.i'(k»ii.s jind hni^^^uj-fi ■ 

^ the Weslen. hlmpiro )««l a flo;. - J,'-' - 

on the Danube eonti-olled by tlxoso fi:overmng tlio amy m Uud i, Iml 

the positions of the atatious cannot bo given with niin-P.I in 

Arms for the entire forces by land and by sea woni nuumhudme. n 
enonnona state faotoriea, the post of a workman boing mi ImrodiLny^ itm lihi 
S of a deenrio. Evirything was umlcr tb« direct supmT.sso.nl 
luagfster oEHoiorum. In the Orient DaniasciiH forged shiehlM 
weapons, and Antiooli shiolds and mail for horso and JUjlll. In Od-S ihi, 
shielda and necessaries for fitting out tho ships wore inmiufm-linrtl. iind m 
Irenopolis (Cilicia) spears and laiicos. The (Hoooho oJ I I'Jii-ns m ( irsaivn 
(Cappadocia) supplied mail and sliiolds; in Asia there was only one nmiin 
factory for weapons and Uiat was in fciardia, AvhilHt in I In'iiiio lor the siiiiie 
purpose tliere wero many buildings. 


OURATNEaS 01-' CONSTANTINOPPR 

The capital of tho Eastern dominions, now sojumited forevi'r Innn flie 
■Western, was Constantinople, tho city which liiid hithorli* sliKul Hncoiid in 
Rome. It would bo inipos-siblo even to compare Us hislmy inul I'visben'c 
with that of Rome, yot, owing to Us oxeellont position, it was miporior. 11. 
would have been the greatest possUde mtstako for Donstuuline tlie (iiviii In 
have chosen either Sardica, Thossalonicii, the (orritory of Itiinii ttr (dmlccdun, 
between which places ho hesitated some time, to he the nt'w Ibnrm ol' Ihi' 
East, for however richly nature may liavc oniloweil tliom nil. to clri'l, nny niip 
would have Becmed but the uatisl'ying of a priueoly wijU'ice; us rmuiliin 

tinople on tho straits of the llosporus wa.s tlieii niul hIwuvh will Im ... 

natural city commanding the whole oC tl»o llulkuu peninsula, Aaia Mmnr, 
and tho nunierons soaH and rivers uniting’ at this spot. 

Where is such another cityoiilho main sea to ho found on wliicli imluvc'i 
favours have been ,so profusely showorodV It is fnmi licic that llio \\n\ 
leads by Thessalonica and Dyrrhneliiiiiu to the Oceideut; h) riiilippniiidi >, 
Iladriaiiopolia, ISanlica, and along tho Morava into tlm heart (if Mmope; on Mu' 
other side one goes across country over the plains of Asia Miiiur (o the [p i'nl 
metropolis of Antioch, to Babylon, and yot further on straight In I hn !<jiii'i''t, 
pearls, and precious stones of rich India. By sea the way i.s <*)teii to tlm rirh 
eonr cUstricts on the coast of I’onlus, eastwaril to 'rrida'/ond, Ihe I’lniHi i, 
iiiid still further in this direction is Tillis witli tlio Cimpiaii Men mill < mil ml 
Asia; .southward to tlio floimsliing Clreciau colonies on tl\c wrsli (muimI. (jI’ Af.ia 
hlinor and past Rliodes to tiio yaliiuble laud of Egypt; and lastly lanil liwnidii 
to the island w'orld in tho Aegean fcica, Athoua, aiul away lu the \snst nl' iln' 
Mediterranean. Constantinople waa Hpociiilly suited to'the (-lUTving on id' 
such a gigantic shipping trade, since, in tho deeply indentiMl (•iolllon'l lorn.” 
it possessed one of the most bcaiitifnl and boat allioUuroil harhoui's liiul nm r 
ho touncl the world over. 
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Foi' tlio niiuiitenanco of tbo iiiliabilnnis the sea waa liclily supplied with 
lisli, and nullioiiri of tunny fish i)nasod yearly through the sea of Marmora, 
wJiicli wlicji oiuig’liL-wore saltod luad siiiokod, Althinigli in the oaurso of 
yeiii's lliis wealth of fish began to dimiiiisli, a number of the people could and 
do still uanitlioir Uvulilioodby fishing; for bosUlos this special species qiianti- 
tics of aw'Oi'd-rish, lUichoviea, etc., avo caught. 'Cho land provided hares, 
swine, and phoasunts, splendid (^uail and partridges, and the generally mild 
clhnuto was favourable to the growth of nourishing ligs. 

AUhougU the environs of Thrace had in earlier days supplied suflicienL 
wlicat to Hupply the wants of the people, tlie iiieveaao of popiilation now 
demanded more food, and Poiitinu and Egyp¬ 
tian corn woi'o introduced into the country. 

Unfortunately this city, otherwiso so per¬ 
fect, was frocjuontly disturhe<l by eartli- 
cpiakos, somotimos iicoompanied by groat 
uplicavals of tbo sen ; but in spite of the 
uiisivEc) foundations of the buildings, espe¬ 
cially of the larger and mm*o important ones, 
tlio emperora did not hesitate to enrich tlio 
city, rebuilt by Oonatantiiio tho Groat i» 
lillO, with iinjiosing edifices. As Coiistan- 
tine hiiuself, with a poreimial iwssion for 
building, hud endeavoured to cover tho land 
for al)out llL’leeii furlongs around tho city 
with edilieos of every possible kind, tho 
Hucocodirig emperors wore n«»t to ho thought 
lacking} and so, up to tlio time when the 
two oinpircs woi'o sepamted, tlie vosidonees 
of tho oiiiiJQi'ors oil tho Hcvcn hilln in the 
fourteen dopartinonts were, according to 
models of Itoinc, of no mean protoiiHions. 

In the first (llvision, which look in the 
east points of tlio neck of land wa.shed by 
the (inhlen Horn and the Huspuiiis, was the 
g-reul/ imijcrial ]>ahice, whicli included, bosidos 
tlie [u-lvato residmitio of the emperor, witli tlie 
throne j'oom and Llieupartmontnjudo onliroJy 
of porphyry in which tho i>rinceH and priii- 
<!esMi's wci'o horn, tlio lumyos of all tho chief 
people in olVice at court, extensive laundries, nvvi\sTiN«. UMnimm 

and a host of most boantiful hitllw, conrls, 
and gardens. Other pahicoH wore atlaoliod, 

us the one inliabitod by Theodosius’ dunghter IMacidia, and tiiere wore also 
fifLceii ])rivate Imtlis nuiipliod by tlio warm springs of Arcadia; and tlu'ough 
Lhu I'-hahc, with its Hurroumling piazza and gilded roofed ontranco, tlio 
way led to the .sceoml division, in which stood the “groat clmrcli” built 
hy UonsLautino and rebuilt later by Justinian as St. Sopliia, luul tho rosi- 
(Icnce.s of the senators, all carried out in the best stylo witli the oostliost 
luai'hle. 'I'he inavtistie Constantine had had the sl-atues of the llhodian 
Z<;ifs and tlm Atlione of ivindo.s lalcon from their original standing places 
and put in front of these buildiugH. Liwtly came tho Baths of Zeuxippuy 
in the (-irovo of Zmis, suiUeienlly immense to enable tu'o tliouaand men to 
bathe there daily.^ 
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TUB EA.ST AND TIIK WBS'l' 

- 1 • I ««« r.f Hm finkliio forces in Ihe lluiwan lu-mirs 

i"£SiSh= s-Tti =11 “ 

\VeBtbrn, into those of StiUoKo. the BUiU'dlau oE IlniiorniB. 1 he iliHcor, hi ,t 
eleraeEtssvluoh oomyosed the Komaii En.iMi'o Iwgim to roviuil nil tin ii imi u - 
gZies under these two ministers. Kullnuswus u e.yiliiu. Iron, (o n ,i n . 
from his Roman habits and feelings and western i.Mjml.cos, cl,si.gr mnl i ti, n 
Grreelcs. Stilieho was of harbai'inn tlescont, and connoiiuontly injunUj ii iiu c ,nil • 
able to tho aristooraoy of Romo; but he wo.s an aWo und popnl.ir soldnn; iiiul 
had served with distinction both in the Hast and ... tho VVest. As M holm 
was the liiisband of Serena, the nioco and adopted di.iightcir of 1 hciidMini„i 
the Great, his alliance with the iniporial family gave him an nnnninil inllii- 
eiiCB in the adwimstiation. Tho two miuiKtovs hulod onu luunlu'i’ with uli 
tho violence of fiapiring ambition; iuul, uni'cstnunod by any ha'nii;;' ol i':i' 
tviotiam, each was more intent on ruinin^^ his rival Umn on horvum *bo sIeUi-, 
The greater number of tho oflicors in tho Koman mu‘vnu‘, both civtl ainl 
military, were equally inclinet) to bftcrifico ovory imbUo ilvily lov Mm jtiiililp 
cation of their avarice or ambition. 


ALAlllO’S lll6VOi;» 

At tliia time Alaric, partly from disgust ut not rocoivtjqr nil Iho pivli'i ■ 
ment which he expected, ami imrtly in tho hope of coinpHlin;'' iho 
mcnli of tho Eastern Empire to agree to Ids tormn, (jnilhul Mu' iiiipnlnl 
service and retired towards the fvouUevs^ wlvcm U« imsmuidwl u I'ovx'v^ aulh- 
cieiitly large to enable him to act iiulepoiiilehtly of nil anlliorily. A viiilin;', 
himself of the disputes between tho ininiotors of tho twj) mnin'i'iii's, luid por 
Imps instigated by Uufinua or Stilieho to aid llioiv intrigues, ho rHiiililiMhril 
himself in the provinces to ibo sonlK of tho Dannbo. In Mio ycin hPh lio 
advanced to the walls of Constantinople; but Ui« umvoiueuL wmi I'viih'tnlN 
a feint, as he must have laiown his mabilitj' (o nlLaolc a hii’jpi mid popnliMm 
city defended by a powerful garrmon, und wliioli ovoii in ordiunry Mine*, 
received tho greater part of its suppUoa by .wa. Aftor Mils diiiutiiiMliiditm, 
Alaric marched into Tlu’uco and Macedonia, and oxtonded \m vaviigr'» inh) 
Tllessal3^ lUifinus has been acciis&d of iissiMtiag Ahu-ic’H iuva»um, and Inn 
negodations with him whilo in Iho vicinity of (yonHUntiii()[)lii mil Imi isn Mir 
suspicion. When the Goth found tho northorii provinecH r>cliiuif-liMl, lir 
resolved to invade Grocco and Polopomicsns, wliioli hud long onjovod pi.r 
found tranquillity. Tho cowardly bcliaviour of Anlumluw Mir pronmnid nf 
Achaia, and of Gerontius the coiiiimuKlur of tho Konmii trrop.M, lioMi fih'nibi (d 
lliifiiius, was considered a confivination of liis troaohury. Timi'iiinpvlin wum Irl'l 
uugviai'ded, and Alaric entered Crreeco without onoouateriiig any i'cMinliiurr. 

Tho ravages committed by Alanc’n army have boon do.sci-ibeil in fnirful 
terms; villages and towns wero buriiodv t!io uwui woui ninvdrvud, und Mm 
women and ohildren earned away to bo sold lus hIuvoh by Mio (iofliM. llid 
oven this invasion affords proofs that Groooo had vueovornd fnnii Mm ..- 

lute condition in which it had been seen by Tiuisaniua, 'L'hu W’ldls *d' d’lirbrs 
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had boon robuill, and it was in micli a slato of dofeiico tliat Alaiio could 
not voiiLuro to busiugo it, but humoil forward to Atlicny. Ho concludetl 
a treaty willi the civil and military autlioritioa, which onablod lihu to ontei' 
tliat city without opposition; hia auocoss w.'ia probably assisted by treacli* 
orous aiTaugomciitH with UuniuiS) and by tlio treaty with the municipal 
anthoriticH, wliiuh secured tho town from being plundcrod by the Gothio 
Holdiura; for lie appours to havo really occupied Athena rather aa a federate 
leader than us a f(jroigu conqueror. 

Tho tale recorded by Zosinma c of tho Christian Alaric having been in¬ 
duced by the apparition of tho goddosa Minerva to spare Alhuus, is refuted 
by tho direct tesLiinouy of other writers, who nieiiLioii tho capitnlLition of 
tlu) city. 'riio fact that the dopredationa of Ahvric hardly occeoded the 
ordiuiiry licoiiHO of a lobollious goiioral, is, at tho Hiimo time, perfectly esLiib- 
lisliod. Tlio public buildings and inonumontH of aueiont splendour suffered 
no wanton doHtnictlon from liia visitj but thoro ctiu bo no doubt tliat Alaric 
and liiH troops levied heavy contributions on tho city and its inhabitants. 
Athens evidently owed Ha good treatment to the condition of iig population, 
and piirhii]).s to tho strength of iU wuUa> which imposed some rospeot on the 
(ujUih; for tho rest of Attica did not oscapo tho usual fate of the distriots 
through wliioh tho liarbariuns niurchod. 'J'ho town of Elousis, and the great 
toinplo of tloroH, were idundoreil and then destroyed. Wliother this work 
of devasLatiou was caused l>y the Gliriatian monies who atlondcd tho Gothio 
host, and oxeitod their bigoted Arian votaries to avenge the (auiso of religion 
on tlio tomplos of tlio pagans at JClensis, biMaiuso they liad been ooinpellod to 
spiiro the Hliriiios at Athens, or whctlior it was llie uceidontal elVool of the 
eager duHive of jtlundor or of the wanton love of dostrueiion among a dis¬ 
orderly body of troojis, is not very inaloriul. EigoUul monies, avaricious 
oWumvs, ivTuViWsoi'dorly hoUWoyh wove nuinumift m Alatie’s band. 

Geroutius, who had aliandoned the puss of'J'hei’n\opyla>, took no moasuros 
to dehnid (lie fstlimii.s of Gorinth, or tlio dillioult jmsses of Mount Goranion, 
HO that Ahiri(i nmrclied unoppoHod into tlio PoiopounoHUs, and, in a sliort 
timo, oiiptiU'cd every city in it witlmut mooting witli any rosislaiico. Cor- 
intli, Ai'g<iH, and S])arta, wore all plundcrod by tlio Goths, Tho Hoourity in 
wliioli (tniiaio had long remaimxb «iul tho jMiUoyoC tlio gOYornmonb, which 
iliscounigud tliuir iudepondent iiiHtitiitions, had conspired to leave the prov- 
iiioo svitlim.it protection, and tho people witliout arnus. The laclliLy which 
Aliirie nuit witii in ci'CoeUng Ida coiiquost, and his viewH, whicli were directed 
to olilaiii an CHtaliliHlnuent in tho oinjnro no uii imperial oilicer or feudatory 
governor, roiiderod tho eouduol oC his army not that of avowed enemies. 
Vet it often lu4)]Hmod Lliat they laid waste everything in tho line of tlioir 
uiui't'-h, burned villagoH, and niassiiorod tho iuhahitants. 

Alaric piiHsed tho winter in the Polojioiincsus without oneounloving any 
ojjposition from tho jmoplo; yet many of tlio Greek cities still kept a body 
of iiuinioipal ]iollce, wliiuli niiglit Huroly havo taken tho lield, had tho imperial 
ollicei'M ])crfoi'iuml Iboir duty and ondoavoured to organise a regular rosistaiiOG 
in tlio ODuntry districts. 'Vjio luodorution of thu tioth, and tlio treason of 
llio Uouuiu guviuMior, suoiu both iittuslod by thw oircunisUince. Tho govern- 
numt of the EiihUu'ii Eiiipiro had fallen into Buoh disorder at the ooinnionao- 
iiicnt of the reign of AreudiuH, that ovou iiftor Huhnus bud been iisaiiasiimtcd 
liy the ai'ioy the now ministoM of tho ompiro gave thomsulvos vory litUo 
coneoni aliout tho fiiLo of (Srocco, 

llonoriuH luul a more able, uuiivo, and ambitious iniiiister in Stilieho, and 
lie dctoi'iiiiiiod to punish tlio GoUih for their aiidaoity in during to establish 
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If.y the inhftbiUntrS, soon cleared tlio open country.. 

Alaric (lre-\v together the remains of Jiia diiiuiiiahod iiriny in tlm iiliiviili'd 
plain of Mount Pholoe, which lios aiuco served jia a point of I’idreut lur llu- 

northern invaders of (Irmio. SliUdlio (‘oiitciili'il 
himself -with oeoup3'in^ Llic passes >rilh liis iinu v ; 
hut Ilia carolessnesa, or the I’olaxeil (Usi'ijiUuo ul‘ 
his troops, soon afforded th<» wiitiiliful Aiiiriu iiii 
opportmiity of caenpinj!; with his uriny, of ciiiTyiiui' 
off all the plmulor which they Jiiid riillrelnil, nml, 
by forced marches, of p:uining‘ Die IsDiiinu; td’ 
Corinth. 

Alario suooocdod in coinhudin^f his iirin^y inln 
Epirus, whore bo disposed bis foyces Id ^{dvovii 
and plundor that province, us be Imd (‘xju'clcil (o 
rulePelopoimcaua. .Stilieho WHsauppOMul lo Imvi' 
winked at his ])roceodhi/?H, in orde.r to reiidi'i* his 
own soi'vicos indispuiiHiiblo by loiivii))' a iliuijp’i'oiiN 
enemy in tho heart of the Kasterji J'biijdio; Inil 
the truth iippeurs to bo that Ahndo availeil liiniholt 
so nUy C)I tho iDuVmsy with ^Ybi\ril tin- iimiiV .4 
Constantinojilo viewed tho proccciliii};H(d\Siili(din, 
as to negotiate a treaty, by wliiidi ho wuh ivi'civi'd 
into tho Roman .service, and tliat ho really eiilon'd 
Epirus us a general of Arojulius. Sliladiu x\u>, 
again ordered to retire froiu tho KiisUtm IbnjuM'. 
and ho olioycd rather than iximnuoMic a cIn'iI \wu 
by pursuing Ahirie. Tho eonduid, ol' Die (IdUih' 
troops 111 Epinis wius, |)orhap.s, ([iiitc as nntri lv us 
tbabof the Uonum logionurioH; so Llud Al.iiiit\\au 
probably woleomed us a protinilor wlnui lit- oli 
tftined the appointment of <!oniiuaiider-iii.(diii'| n) 

tho imperial foreoH ill ouHtoru ... 1..' 

siSiip 

. 
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pire was reduced, this was hopoles.s; au<l a lonp jaudud oluiv .'I 
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buildings, erected by tlio accumulation of capital in ])rosporous and enter- 
piising ages, -svas a loss whicl\ could never be repaired by a diminished and 
iiupoverialied population. 

HiaLory gonorally preserves but few traces of the clovastaiions whioli affect 
only the people; but the sudden misery iuilicted on Greece was so great, 
when contrasted with her previous tranquillity, that testimonies of her suf- 
foriiigs are to bo found in the laws of tlio empire. Hor condition excited 
the Goinpassion of tho government during tlio rcigu of Theodosius II. Tliere 
oxistfi a law whicli exciuiDta tho cities of Illyricum from tlio charge of con¬ 
tributing towards tho Qxpenaos of the public epeotacles at CoiistaiitinoplG, 
in consequence of tho sufforings which tho ravages of the Goths and tho 
opprossivo administration of Alario had inflicted on tho iiiliabitanls. Thore 
IS another hw which proves that many eatatos were withont owners, in 
oonaoquonoo of the clopox>iilation oaused by tho Gothic invasions; and a third 
law relievos Grooco from two-thirds of tho ordinary contributions to govern¬ 
ment, in consequoiioo of tho poverty to which the inliabitanis wore reduced. 

This unfortunate period is as remarkable for tlio devastations committed 
by tlio Huns in Asia as for tlioso of the Goths in Europe, and marks tho 
oommonoomout of tho raihd dccrcaso of tho Greek race and of tho decline of 
Greek civilisation tliroiighoiib tho empire. Wlulo Alaric was hiyiiig waste 
i.he provinces of European Greece, an army of linns from tho banks of the 
Tanaia poiiotratod tlirougli Armenia into Cappadocia, and oxtended their 
ravages over Syria, Cilicia, and Mesopotamia. Anliocli, at last, resisted their 
UHsaiilts and arrested their progross; but they took iniuiy Greek oitios of 
imporUuico, and inllioted an iuoaloxilablo injury on tho potuilaiion of tho 
provinocH which tlicy outorod. In a few months tliey retreated to their 
seats on tlio IhvluH MmoLis, having contributed much to aocolerate the ruin 
of tho riohost iind most populous portion of tho civilised world. <* 


KUTllOPIUS TUB KUNUUil 

Tlio llr.st GvontH of tho roign of Ai’cadius and TIonoriiis aro so intiinaloly 
eonnooLcd that tho robollioii of the Goths and the fall of Jluiinua have already 
ohumud a jflaco in tho liistory of tho West. 

ICuti'opiius, olio of tho principal ounuolis of tho palace of CousLantinoplo, 
sucooeded tho liuughty minister wlioso ruin bo had aooomplislied, and whose 
viooH ho soon imUated. Ifivory ordor ofthosfcatu bowed to tho nowfavourito; 
aiul their taino and obsequious submission oiicourngod him to insult the laws 
and, what is still moro diflioult and daiigoroits, tlio manners oC his country, 
iriulcr the weakest of the prodocessors of Arcadiua, the roign of tho onnuchs 
hud boon sooi'et and almost iiivlsiblo. Thoy insiniiatod themsolvos into the 
emihdence of tho prince; but thoir o.sionsiblo funciionH wore conlluod to the 
nionial.Horvico of tlio wardrobe and imperial bodohtiinbor. 

N(nv ill the seiuiLo, tlio capital, and tho pvovinoos, the statues of Eutropiiia 
wove orooted in brass or miirblo, docoralud Avifch tlio aytnbols of his civil and 
inilhiii'y virtiie.s, and iusoribod witli the pompous titlo of the third founder of 
Gonstantinoplo. lie was promoted to tlio rank of patrician, which began to 
signify, in a popular and oven legal aecoptatioii, tho father of tho emimror; 
and the lust year of tho fourth coulury was polluted by tho cousnlsliip of a 
eunuch and a nlivve. 

Tho bold and vigorous mind of Rnfinus sooina to bavo boon actuated by a 
more sanguinary and rovoiigof ul spirit j but tho uvarico of tho euntioh was 
n. w. — voiy. vif, n 



34 


THE HISIOBY OF THE EASTERN EIU’IJUO ^ 

,ot le,s “^\CsS:ertiU^'u.!f';5und^^ 

oppressorsj ^ . : oovoIoms difinosiUon ^viUl(tla much (!ii\'y ui' 

Sc": butte p®™grL‘Tf r:i;i.:esoL inyadeycbo.. wbicl, Uu.l 

hpftii ;irnuired by lawful inlioritance or laxidiiblo ludimUy. 

AmoTi the Jenerals and consuls of tho tol, Abumlan um hml rcnsu i o 
di’ead the^ii'st elfecta of the roBentiuont of lHuU-opuiH. Uti Imd Imoii jriiillx 
of the uiwdonable crime of introducing tlmt ubjmd hUvc to tlm iiiilimc of 
ConahiiitinoplQ j niid some degree of praise must be [dlowed lo a poworful 
Sd un^ who was satisfied with th« disgmc.i ul Iuh Urnnhuv 

lov. Abundantms was strippedof his amplo foHunes by an nni.em.l in rr , . 
and liaiiislied to Pifcyus, on the Euxmo, tho lust frontier of tins 
where he subsisted by tlm preoarious mercy of the ImrlmniuiM, LilMm .muM 
obtain, after the fall of Eutropius, a milder oxile at Sulou m l Iim'ium.u 

The destruction of Timasius required a more serious aiid^ '‘'‘’'t” 

of attack. That great officer, tho imislor-gonoral of iluMiniiieM ol 1 lic.nih... 
aiua, had aignalisod his valour by a cloeiaivo victory wlm’ti li(‘ nhlimicd -.vt-r 
the Goths of Thessaly j but ho was too prone, after the os'ainiiln ol Inn i.oynr- 
eign, to enjoy the luxury of police and to aliaudou Iuh ciouliilmur to i\ k-KpiI 
and clcsigning flatterers. Timasius had despised tho jmhlic rlummir. hy pm- 
motingau infamous dependent to tho cominmid of ac.ohort; iiml lio'li-im'Vi'il 
to feel the ingratitude of Bavgus, who was soorolly iiisLigated hy Die liu.mi- 
ito to aoouse Ilia patron of a troasonablo conspiraey. 

The general was arraigned before tho tribunal of AnnnliuH himsi’lf; luiil 
the principal ounuoli stood by t)io side of the tliroue In Hiiggcst 1 lie (luc'd inim 
and answers of his sovereign. But ns this form of iHal might he ileemiMl 
partial and arbitrary, the lurtlier inquiry into tlio urhneH ni' 'riimifiiiiH wim 
delegated to Saturniiius and Procopius; tho former of eeiiHiilm' iunlc, ihi' 
latter still respected as the fathor-in-lnw of the emperor Viih'ii!i. Tlii^ h}i- 
pearances of a fair and legal proceeding wore muinliiinnl liy llic Idiint 
honesty of Procoiiius; and ho yielded with roluctiimio In Dm obni'tjuiniin 
dexterity of his colleague, who pronounced ii Kcnlcimu of (‘niMlrmimlhm 
against the unfortunate Timasius. His immoiiso riehi'H wi'i’o ronli.ii'iilril, in 
tho name of the emperor ami for the honcfitof the fiivoui'ili'; ami In' nim 
doomed to perpetual exile at Oasis, a .solitary spot in th(< uuiImI id’ llm Mimly 
de.serts of Libya (899). 

The public hatred and tlio dospair of imlivUliml.s, coiitimmlly tlncalmiiul, 
or seemed to threaten, tho iiorsoiial safety of lOutriqjiUH, im widl na of I In' nu • 
merous adherents who were attached to liia fortuno uml hml licc'n puiiiinlml 
by his venal favour. Eor their mutual dofouoo, lie (miitrivnd llm juili-'^mud 
of a law, which violated every principlo of humanity ami junUri'. 

(1) It is enacted, in the muno and hy tlio authority of Avmnliim, Ilml ii)l 
those who shall conspire, either with subjects or witli Htniiigni'M, iigaimd. Dm 
lives of any of the persons whom tho onqicror coimidorH im Dm nm'mlifiu 4d 
his own body, shall bo punished with death uml conliHcaluni. 

(2) This extreme seventy might, perhaps, Iw jimUliml, Imd if. Imnii imly 
dir^tedto seoiirc therepresontativosof tlio sovereign fi'om iiiiy actuid vmh'iit’ii 
in the execution of their office. But the whole body of iiiipj)rijil (htpnmli’ula 

claimed a privilege, or rather impunity, whioU aerommd Duim, in Dm Inonmif, 

moments of their lives, from tho hasty, porlmiis Urn juHl.iliahlit. i c-tmd im-ul 
ot their fellow-citizens; and, by a atrango pervorsiou of tho lu wh, I Im hinim 
degree ot guilt and punishment was applied to a pviviiLo ipiarrol mid lu a 
deliberate conspiracy against the omporor and tlio enipiru. T'lio iMlii-l, uf 
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Aroiullua most poaitivoly and inosb absurdly declares UiaL, in sucli cases of 
treason, tliougliia and actions ought to bo punished witli equal severit}'^; that 
the knowledge of a miachievoua iiitcutiou, unless it be iustautly revealed, 
becomes equally criminal with the intention itself; and that those rash men 
who shall prosumo to solicit tlio pardon of traitors, shall theinsolves bo 
branded Avith public and porpetual infamy. 

(3) “ With regard to tho sons of the traitors,” continues the emperor, 
although they ought to share tho punislimoiit, since they will probably imi¬ 
tate the guilt, of ilioir parents, yet, by tho special effect of our imperial lenity, 
wo grant thorn their livoai but, at the same time, wo declare thorn inciipablo 
of inheriting, eitlior on tho father’s or on tho inotUor’s side, or of receiving 
tiny gift or legacy from tho testament olthor of kinsmen or of strangers. 
Stigmatised witli horoditary infamy, excluded from tho hopes of honours or 
fortune, lot thorn endure tho pangs of poverty and coiifccmpL, till they ahall 
coiiHider lifo as a calamity, and death as a comfort and relief.” In such 
words, so well adapted to insult tho foolings of nmnkind, did tho eiiiporor, 
or rather Ins favourite onnuch, applaud tho moderation of a law which brans- 
ferrod the same unjust and iiihumau ponaUios to tho oluldron of all thoso 
who luid seconded or who had not disclosed these fictitious conspiracies. 
Some oC tho iK)blo.st regulations of Xtoiuan jnrispriulonco iiavo been siifforod 
to expire; but this edict, a convoniont nud forc.iblo engine of niiiiistorial 
lyraiiny, was carorully insorlcd in tlio codes of Tlicodosius and Justinian; 
and tho same maxims have boon revived iu modern ages to protect tho doctors 
of (Tormuny and the cardinals of tho church of Homo. 


TUiniUlLI) Tin? OS’l'llOGOTIIJ TUIO t'ATJ, 01'' ISUTlVOPIUa 

Yet tho Hanguiuary laws which sproud torroi* among a disarmed and dis¬ 
pirited iKjoplo Avui'o of too weak a texture to restrain the bold cnlorpriso of 
'J'rihigild tliii OstrogoUi. The colony of that wiirlDco nation, which had been 
jilanted by Theodosius iu one of the most fcrtilo distriolH of Phrygia, impa- 
tiontly comjiiu’cd the slow roturus of laborious husbandry witli tho flUOGossful 
i'a))in(j aiuL li horal rewards of Alaric; and their loader resented, as a poi'Honal 
affront, his own ungraeiouH rocoptiou in tho palaoo of Ooiistantiiioplo. 

A soft and Avoalthy province, in tlio Jicart of the oinpiro, was astoiUBliod 
by the sound of war; uiul the CaitliCul vassal who had heen disregarded or 
o])presH(Hl Avus again rospectod as soon as lie roHUined tlio hostile chiiniotor of 
a lmil)sii’uiu. 'The vinoyards ami fruitful llolds, betAveon tho rapid Marsyus 
and the Aviuding Mtuandor, Avoro canisumod Avitli live; tho decayed Avails of 
tho (iity iiriiniblud into dust at tho first stroke of an oiioiny; the trombliiig 
inhubitanlH oHoai)od from a bloody miissuoro to tlie shorcH of tho irolicspont; 
and u (ionsidorahlo part of Asia Minor Avas doaolaiod by tlio ridiollion of 'Tribi- 
gihl. His rapid progress was chocUod by tho roawtanoo of the poasants of 
Painj)Iiylia; and tho Ostrogotlis, attacked in a narroAv jiaas, botAvoon tho city 
of iSulgie, a deej) niorasa, and tho oraggy cliffs of Mount 'I'aurua, wove dofoEitod 
Avitli the loss of Iheir hnivcsb troops. Hut tlio spirit of thoir chief was not 
dauutcul by uiisfortuno; and liis army avus contimmlly rooruUed byHwarms 
of luirbariaiiH and outlaAv.s, Avho Avero desirous of exorcising tlic proi’oasioii of 
I'ohluu’y iindor the inoro honournblo mimoa of Avar and cuiiquoat. 'Hio rumours 
of the" success of Tribigild might for some Uiiio bo aupproysod by foar or 
disguised by flattory; yot tlioy gradually ahvrinod both tho court and iha 
Ciapital. 
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terms of tliiprivil^o o/a votciwi hdIiUcp', Hu' iPnmoli "i; 

After clMning fo 

trusted the f 2 ‘X „™y t I t'VU gonoml,, wl„. 

cUfferently'but etfeolually, promoted tlio oauso of tlio roliuls. hoii, wlio If luii 
hrhXof Mb body and the dulneaa of his i.uud was siiriminod Uio Aj v 
nf the East had deserted Ids original trade of ii iraoleomhor to oMui-im', " Hi 
muoh leas skill and success, the military protcaaum; and Ms 
Hons were canrioiously framed mid executed, ivitli an of n.iil dilli • 

cultiea and a timorona neglect of avery fiivourablo ovimriiirnty. I lio msli i h-im 

of the Ostrogoths had dmwn tlioiii into a dimidYiHiliigo.mi.H pnMiiinu u um 
the rivers Melas and ICuiymedoii, wimro they wonj nlnutst lioMU'ir*''! thii 
neasants of Pamphylla ; but the nrnval of an miiMinal urniy, iiniLcud nf c-niii 
pleting their destruction, afforded tlm nieaiiH of niifoty iiml viulnrY I 
surprised the unguarded oainp of iha Uonuuw in U»o diu-lcno.M _nl llie 
seduced the faith of the grealor part of tho barhariun auxilmnns, inu iIimmi • 
pated, without niucli effort, tho troopH wliiijh Imd hooji (!<irntj»l(iil hy 
relaxation of discipline and tho luxury of i\u) (•.ainlal. 

The hold satirist, who has iiidulgea his diMcnntonl 


Him 


nil l>y tlio imrliiil ami 
passionate censure of tho Clirialiau ouipororM, vioIiUch Urn (jiginly I'lillu'r 
than the truth of history hy comparing tho sou of T'lieodosiiis l,o omo nl 
those Iiarmloss and simple animals who sourcely hjcl llmt llni.y mi' Hu; i»i oii- 
erty of their shepherd. Two pansions, however, fear and conjuj'id iillVrl imi, 
a^YnkQnocl the languid soul of Arcndiiw ; lie wiia Uirriliod liy llif ihivulM nf u 
victorious barbarian; mid ho yielded to tlio londor nf liiu wifo, 

Eucloxia, who, ■with a Hood of artifioial tOJira, presonting bnr inriud 
to their father, iinplorod his justice for some real or hmigiimry iimnll w lildi 
she imputed to the audacious eunuch. Tlio emporor’s luiiiil wmi din'rlcd (o 
sign the condemnation of Eutropius; tlio magic .npidl, wliirh chirinj*: four 
years liad bound the prince and tho people, was luHtmilly di^mnlvi'd ; anil 
the acclamations that so lately hailed tim merit and fortniMi nf llu' I'iivniirili', 
were converted into tho clamours of tlio 8ol(llor.s and jx'opic, who ripi iim'lu'il 
his crimes and pressed his iinmcdiato oxocutioii. 

In this hour of distress and despair his only roCugo n‘iiH in (Im hjuuM imry 
of the church, whose privileges ho had Avisoly or jirofnimly iilliunjdi^il In cir ■ 
cumsGi'ibg; and the most eloquent of the bnuit.s, John (dirysoalnm, <'iiju\iMf 
the triumph of protecting a prostruto miiiiHlor, whono choice liiid luiiii'il liiiii 
to the ecclesiastical throne of ConsUiitinoplo. The aroldcKliop, iisciMiding tin* 
pulpit of the cathedral, that ho might bo distiiielly hcoti ainl Imaid liy iiu 
innumerablo orOAvd of eitlior sox and of ovorv ago, pnmumiccd a Hnimemililo 
aud pathetic discour.so on tho forgiveness of iajudew and the Imdahilily ol 
human greatness. Tho agonies of tho jialo and affriglUed wndeii wlai' lay 
grovelling under tho table of tho altar, exhibited a milomii and iiuili iirl ivn 
spectacle; and the orator, who AVas aftorwards accused of iMMiiIliiig tin’ nii 

■fnrhnnftQ r»f T?.nf.i’rir<inci InUm-ii.ml 1n-mr..ll ^ il.„ __i. .1 il. i i • i', 


ilDlgC 

mid 
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fortunes of Eutropius, laboured to oxoito tlio oontemjit tliut lie niiglil as 

the fury of the people. Tho powers of humuiiil.y, of Hiijierstitimi, u. 

eloquence prevailed. The ompross Ifiudoxia wjw rosH'jiima!, hy Imr (iun 
prejudices or by those of her subjects, from violating il,c Hanoi,narv of iho 
church; and Eutropius Avas templed to eapituluto,by llio mildoi arl':i of lu-r- 
suasion and by an oath that Ids life should Im Hpared. 

. tHgiiity of their sovereign, tho now ministors of tlm palace 

immediately published an edict to doolaro that lu« lato favuiivito had dis- 
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gracctl the names of consul and iiatrioiaii, to abolisli liis statues, to confiscate 
his wealth, and to inflict a perpetual exile in the island of Cyprus. A des¬ 
picable and cloorcpib eunuch could no longer alarm the fears of his enemies 5 
nor was he capable of oiijoying what yet remained — the comforts of peace, of 
solitude, and of a happy olhnaio, But thoir implacable revenge still envied 
him ilio last mojnonts of a miserable life, and Eutropius had no sooner 
touched the shores of Cyprus than ho was hastily recallod. The vain liopo 
of eluding by a oliange of place tlio obligation of an oatli, engaged the em¬ 
press to transfer tho sceno of his trial and execution from Oonstantiiioplo to 
the adjacent suburb of Ghalcodoii. Tho consul Aurolian pronounced the 
,sentence 5 and the motives of that sontonco 
expose tlio juriaprudoiico of a despotic gov- 
Gi'iiniont. Tho oriines which Eutropius 
liiid committed against the j>coplo might 
have jiiHlifiod his death, but ho was found 
guilty of harnoBsing to liis chariot the sa- 
orod animals which, from thoir brood or 
colour, were reserved for tlio use of tho 
emperor alono. 

While tliia domostlo revolution was 
triuiHaotod, Gainas openly revoHod from 
his iiUogiano0 5 united his forces, alThy- 
atira in Eydia, with those of Tribigiht; 
and still maintainedhia Buporiornacondant 
over tho rebellious loader of tho Ostro¬ 
goths. 'riio confodovato arinios advanced, 
without rusisUvuce, to tho stmU-H of tho 
Ilullesijont and tho Ilosporusj and Arca- 
(liuH was instructed to prevent llio loss 
of his Asiatic dominions by resigning hi.*^ 
authority and his person to tlm faith of 
tho btvi'lnu'iaiis. '1110 church of tlio holy 
martyr I'jujjlunniii, situate on a lofty onu- 
lumoo iKw (iluilcKuhm, was chosen for tho 
place of tljo intovviow. (lainus bowed 
with rcwm'oiico at tlio foot of tho omporor, 
whilst ho reqnh'od ilie siierifico of Anroliau 
anil iSatiujiiiius, two minisUu'K of consular 
rank; and thoir naked ncoks wore exposed 
hy the luuighly robul to tho edgo of tho 
sword, till he eondcsconded to grant them 
a pi'ocurions and disgraceful rospilo. Tho Goths, according to tho terms of 
tho agroenicnl, ^voro immediately transported from Asia into Ifinropoj and 
thoir viclovious ehiof, who acccptwl tUo title of inuatcr-gouei’ivl of tho Roiuim 
arinicH, Hoon filled (/onslantinoplo with his troops and distributed among his 
(lopcndonts tho lionouis and rowuvdH of tho oinpirc. 

In his early youth, Gainns had passed the Ilaiiubo as a suppliant and a 
fugitive, bis elevation had boon tlio work of valour and fortune, and hia 
iiutiHcroot or porlidimis conduct was tbo causo of his rapid downfall. Not¬ 
withstanding the vigorous opposition of tlio archbishop, ho importuiiatoly 
olaiinod for Ins Arian .scjctarios tbo posaossiou of a peculiar ohurohj and the 
pride of tho Catholics was oiTonded by tho public toloration of heresy. fTiio 
JOmperor, at Oainas’ doiuaiul, molted tho plato of tho churoli of the Apostles.] 
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roof, and continaed to throw down naming logm of w»’‘h I'H ''.,, 1 . .. 
whelmed their adversaries, who had rotroaUid to iho (iluircli t.i ‘ "t \n I h, 
of the Arians, Gainaa waa either innooeiit of tho dtwgn or tiu> unilidi id nl 
his success; he was astonished by tho iutelligonoo that ihn I ..nrr t.f bn 
army had been ingloriously destroyed, that ho hiiiiHoll wim dni'hurd ii I'l h.. 
lie enemy, and that his countryman, Pravittn, aln-avo und l.-vil coiifrdi'iulc, 
had assumed the nmnagemont of tlio war b/ Hoa and Jain b 

Tlie enterprises of the rebel against tho cities ol ilinu'o wc're cnoniin- 
fcered by a firm and welhordcrcd defence; his hungry Holdiers asvio soon 
fedaced to the gvass that grow on tho margin of tlie hu-UlieiiUmiH; iuh (niinim, 
who vainly regretted tho syoalUi and luxury of Asiii, einlinicud iv di'Niitualu 
resolution of forcing tlio passage of tlie Hellespont. He was (h’l.lihilo nj 
vessels; but the woods of tho Ohersonosua afforded mutoiiiil J"r lufis. luid 
his intrepid barbarians did not refuse to trust tlieniaolvuM (n^ tho wiivcii. Uul 
Fravitta attentively watched the jirogross of their nnd(‘)‘la)cii)/C* . mk'U u-i 
they had gained tho middle of tho stronm, tlio Itoiium guDnys, iin[n'lli'il by 
the full force of oars, of tho ciUTont, uiul of a favonrabln A\iuil, i n ihrd bH.- 
wards in compact order and with irrcsiHtiblo woiglit; iiml l)m Iii'llivipmit 
was covered with tho fragments of tlio Gothic Hliipwreelf. 

After tho destruction of his liopcs niid tho lows of njjiny llinuj.niuhi nf Id’i 
bravest soldiers, Gaimis, who could no longer aspire i« govern or (o miIhIuo 
the Roinaas, determined to rosiinio tho inrlejmiuloneo of n niiviigi' lifi*. A 
light and active body of barbarian horse, disengiiged fr<tm llioir inl’aiili y end 
baggage, might perform in eight or ton days a nuireh of Ihnie bnndn'd 
from the Hellespont to tho Danubo. This design wuh sncrolly I'luniniinioiit i-d 
to the national troops, who devoted thcm.sclvos to tho I'orlunoM (d’ 11 nor Innli’i ; 
and before the signal of departure was given, a great immlji'i' nl’ pnivnu-iiil 
auxiliaries whom he suspected of mi nttaclimont to tlieir ual ive iKiuiit r\, w cm 
perfidiously massacred. 

But a formidable ally appeared in arins to vindioato llm iimjcMly cd’ the 
empire, and to guard the peace and liberty of tSoylhia. 'I’hii mipi'i inr fnrcc'i 
of Uldiii, king of the Hims, oppo.sCfl tlio progresHof (raiims; ii li(iMli)i> and 
ruined country prohibited his retreat; ho disdained to <'iipd.ululi', mid idlci 
repeatedly attempting to cut his way through the ranks of I lie nscniy, he 
was slain, with his desporato followora, in tho hold of baLllc. I'dcMMi diiMi 
after the naval victory of tho Hellespont, the hciid of (lainas, t in' inniliinidllc 
glib of the conqueror, was received at Oonstantinoplo wiMi Iho uicjU, libcitd 
expressions of gratitude; and tho public doUvoranoowas ctdelirulcil by i'C'ili- 
vals and illuminations. The triumphs of Aroudiua Ijofluiiiu Ihn sultjccl id' epic 
poems; and the monarcli, no longer oppros.sod by any lio.stile lornun, n-iiii'acd 
himselt to the mild and absolute domimon of hiswiio, tho fair und ai Li'id V.w ■ 
ctoxia, who has sullied her fame by tho porsceution of Hi, Joliu ClD-vnnstoni. 
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Eoi’ii of a iioblo and opulonL family in tlio capikil of Syria, (Jhrysosloni 
liad boon educated by tlio care of a Lender mother, uiidor the tuition of Lho 
most Hlcilfnl niaators. His piety soon disposed liim to renomice tlio lucrative 
and lionourable profession of tlio law, and to bury himself in tho adjacent 
desert, wliero ho subdued tho lusts of tho flesh by an austere penance of six 
years. Ills infirmities compelled lihn to return to tho society of mankind, 
but in tlio midst of his family and afterwards on tho archicpiscopal tliroiie 
ClirysosLom still persovorod in the practice of tho monastic virtues. Tho 
ample rovonucs which his predecessors had consumod in pomji and luxury he 
diligently applied to tho estaUiHliniciit of hospitals; and tlio iimltitudcs who 
woi'o supported by his charity preforrod tlio eloquent and edifying discourses 
of their archbiHhop to tho umnsoineiita of tho thcivtro or the circus. 

The piistoral labours of tho archbishop of Constantinople provoked iiud 
gradually united against him two aorta of enomies—tlio iispiring clergy who 
envied his success, and tho obstinato sinners who were offended by bis 
reproofs. [Chiysoatoni’a sermons from the pulpit of St. Sox)hia on tho de- 
gcuoraoy of tho Christians had thoir sovorost application in court circles whoro 
tlioi'o was a largo share ol guilt to bo divided timojig a relatively small num- 
hor of orimimds.] 'I'lio secret resontment of tho court encouraged tho dis- 
coiiUmt of the clergy and inonkH of Oonstautinople, who were too hastily 
roCormed by the fervent 7 .eal of thoir archbishop. Ho liud oondomnod from 
the pulpit tiio doincatio females of the cdorgy ol Oonafcantiuoplo, who, nndor 
tlio naiuo of servants or mstorH, afCordod a perpetual oocasion oitlior of sin 
or of scandal. 

Tho Hilont and solitary ascolies who had scchulod ihomsolvos from the 
world wore ontithul to tho warmost approbation of Clirysoytom; but ho 
dosnisud and sliguiatised, as tho disgrace of thoir holy profession, tho crowd 
of degenevato monks who, from soino unworthy motives of ])loasuro or profit, 
HO frciiiionUy infested the Htrools of tho capital. To the voieo of porHUnsioii 
tlio iirehhiHliop uaiH obliged to add tho torrorsof autliority; and his ardour 
in the exercise of eoclesiastical jurisdictiim wim not always exempt from paa- 
Hioii} nor wns it iihvayH guidoil hy iirudonco. Cluyaostom was naturally of a 
oholoi’ic (UHi»nsitioii. Although ho struggled, according to the procoplH of tho 
jro.s|)(d, to hive Ins private (uiuiuios, lie indulged himsolf in the privilege o£ 
hating the einiiuicH of Clod and of tho ohiircU; and liis HoUiiiionts wore somo- 
tiiiicH delivered too much energy of countonjuieo and expression. 

()(iiiH(!ioiiH of tho jnirity of liis intentions, and perhaps of tlie fiiijjioriority 
of his gimins, tho archbishop of (loiiHtantinoplo oxtonded tho jurisdiction of 
tJu) im])oriul city, Lljab lie might enlarge tho sphere of his pastoral labours; 
and tho <iondnut whicli tho profane imputed to an ambitious inoiivo appeared 
lo (ihrysostom himself in tJio light of a sacred and indisponBablo duty. In 
bin viHiliiiion through the Asuilio proviiicon, lio dopiosod thirteoii bishops 
of r/ydia and Tlirygia; and iinUHcrcotly declared tliat a deep corruption of 
sininny and licenliousuosH Jiad infected tho whole opiecopal order, If those 
bisliopN wm'o iimoeent, such a rash and unjust ooudomnation must oxoito a 
well-groiindotl discontent, If they wore guilty, jJio niimorons aasociatos of 
thoir guilt would soon diseover that thoir own safety depended on the ruin, 
of the ai’ohbislinp, whom they Htiuliod lo represent as tho tyrant of the 
JCaslern eliurcli. 

'J’liis (XJclesiiiHtical conspiracy was managed liy Tlioophilus, ftrchbi-shop 
of A-loxandrln, an active and ainbitious prolate, who diaplayetl the fruits of 
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stantinople with a stout body of Egyptian immncrs to (nicoujiLoi' Llici jxijuilano, 
aiicl a train of dependent bisliope to securo, by their voiecH, (Ik^ iniijorlty 
of a synod. 

The synod was convened in the Biibiirb of Clnilcodon, annunjnul llio ()nK, 
where Bufiima had oreoied a stately church wul inoiiiLslmy; and Ihidr jirn- 
ceediugs were continued during fourtcon day.s or sossionH. A iMulidj) and 
a deacon accused the archbishop of Coiislaiilinoplo j hut the friv-ohuia or 
improbable nature of the forty-sovon articles which they prusuiilcd iigaiii;;L 
him may justly be considered as a fair and unoxocptioiiiibhi ]i!ihn/l.v]’i<u 
Four successive suiutnons wore aignified to Ohrysostoin ; hut he sUll rcfufii’d 
to trust either his peraou or hia rcpulatiou in tho hands of liis implaiMlilii 
enemies, who, priidenlly declining tho exHinimition of any jnu’firuliir 
condemned his contumacious disobedionco and hastily jmmunneed usnn(i'ni’(« 
of deposition. The synod of tho Oulc imniodiatoly uddimsud (hi) unihpnu' 
to ratify and execute their jwdgmout, ami charilably iuninuutiul Uuit llu«. 
penalties of treason might bo inflicted on tho audacious i)ri'actluu', u-iin Imd 
reviled, under tho name of .rezebol, llio empresH ICiuloNda hiUMuir. 'I'lic 
arolibisno^ was rudely arrested, and coiuluotod thvoiigli llm uiiv h\’ oim nj 
the imperial messeugors, who landed him, after a Hhort havliriilihii, uriir I Im* 
entrance of the Euxiuc 5 but two days ktor ho was glurimisly rucidli’d. 
fi,- 1 Mtoniahmont of his faithful people hud boon iiiuto and nas-iiv)' • 

unanimous ami irrcHwLiljhi fury. ’I'lmopldlii'i 
P^'°‘^‘scuou8 crowd of nionlts imtl iCgypiiim nmj'ijjct iuin 
aughfered _wi bout pity in tho streets of (Jonslunliimplu. A s!-,!,,!.,..;!.!;; 
eaithqiifllce justified the interposition of heaven; Uio inrri'iil, of (it'ditinn 

lonioi'se, throw herself at tho feet of Arciidins and (ionfi-nod (fmi (hh 
^ Ijy tlio »’0.sLoratimi of (lluusn'ilr.itl 

by their presence the awful JystorkVof iho^ ^■'.hlled 

occupied tlio church of St sS« n. f f? n wursliij., Aisuriu., 
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oE 9uinmci', tliroii^^'Ii the provinces of Asia Minor, -where he was ooiitinually 
throatoiiod by Uio hostile nilaoka of tho Isaurians and the more implacable 
fury of tlio inonha. Yofc Clirysostoin aviived in safety at tho place of liia 
conliiiomont j luid tho throo years which ho spent at Cnensua, and tho 
noighbouring town of Arabissiis, wore the last and most glorious of his life. 
Ilis oharaotor was coimeoratod by abaoiico and persecution ; the faults ol his 
iidministmtioii were no longer romomberod, but every tongue repeated tho 
praises of his genius and ■virtue; and the respectful attention of the Christian 
world was hxud on a tlosorl spot among Llio mouniiiins of Taurus. 

From that solitude tho archbishop, Ids active mind invigorated by misfor- 
times, maintained a strict and Xrequoiii correspondence witli tlie most clistanL 
provinces j exhorted Lhescxiaiatocongrogationofhia faithful adhcronls to per- 
Hovore in tlicir allegiance j urged the destruction of the temples of Phoenicia, 
and the extirpation of horosy in tlio islo of Gyprusj extended his pastoral 
care to tlio Jiiissioim of Persia and Scythia; negotiated, by hia ambnaaaclors, 
with tho Homan pontiff and tho emperor Uoiiorius; and boldly appealed from 
a partial synod to the supreme tribunal of a free and general council. Tho 
mind of iho illustriouH exile was still indopondontj but his captivobndy was 
exposed to the revengo of the opproesova, who oonthuiod to abuse tho name 
and authority of Arcadius. An order was thjspatohod for the instant removal 
of ClirysoHlom to tho oxti*(uno desorb of Pityus; and his guards so faitlifully 
ol)oyod tUeiv criic.l instruotious that, boforo ho voaclied tho soa-ceast of iho 
Knxiiie, ho expired at Oninanii, in PoiituH, in the sixtieth year of his ago. 
TTio Huocooiliug gonorabiou acknowledged his innocence and merit. The 
arolihishojiH of the I'iuHt, who might blush that their prodocCHSOi'S had been 
tho enomioH of ('livysostoin, were gradnallv diaposod, by tlio firmnesH of tho 
lloniau to resloro tho lionours of that vononihlo name. At tlio pious 

Holicitation of tho elorgy and }) 0 ()ple of tJouslanUneplo, liis rolioH, tliirby years 
uftiir liiH <l(Mitli, were triin.sportod from tlieir obscure stjpulohro to tho royal 
city. T’lio onipei'or 'L'licodosius advaiiood to rocoivo them as far as Oluilee- 
dnii j and falling pvoslntU) on the oolliii implored, in tho name of his guilty 
parmitH, Ai'cadhiH and lOudoxia, tho forgivonoas of tho injured saint. Yet 
a naiHonahlo ddubt may be cntortuinoil wliothor any stain of hereditary 
guilt (Kjuld ho derived from Aroadius to his BUCcosMor. Ifiudoxia was a 
young and boantifiil woman, who indulgivl lier pusHiona and despised her 
liiisbaiid ; ('ouiit John onjoyed, at least, iho couIuIojkks of tho empress; 
and tlui ]inbU(i mimed him m the real father of TTieadosius tho Youiiger. 
Tim birth of a son was ficcoptod, however, by tho pious husband as an 
cv(mt the most fortunate and honourable to liimsolf, to liis family, and to the 
ICasUu’ii world. In le.Hs than four yoara afterwards, Eudoxia, in tho bloom 
of youth, Avas destroyed by the isonsoipicnoo of a inisearriiigo (401), and in 
foiiv inoL'o y(!ai'.s (May, 408), iiftcn' a roigii (if wo may abuse that word) of 
thirl,e<m yoiirs, i,lir(3e iiionths and fiftoon days, Arcadius expired in tlio jialaoo 
of flonsLaiitinoplo. It is imposHiblo to dolinciUo liis oliiimctor; slnco in a 
jmrLod vary copiously funiishod with hisUndcal luaterialH, it lias not been 
|)(wdblu to is'iimrlc one action that proporly belongs to tho son of the great 
TTiuod()HUi.s.‘l 



CHAPTER II, REIGN OF THEODOSIUS THE YOUNGER T’O 
THE ELEVATION OF JUSTINIAN 
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Aticadius was succeeded by his son Thcodosiua, wlio al Llm (iiuudf Iiin 
father’s death was a mere ohild. The Roman world was 
in the education of its master. A regular courso of study uml I'xt'rtnao wihi 
judiciously instituted, of the military oxcrcisca of riding and iilioolliig wiili 
thebow} of the liberal studies of grammar, rholoric, and ))l)il(iHO]»liy ; lin^ 
most skilful masters of the East ambitioiwly solicilod tbo atLuiliuii id tlifir 
royal pupil, and several noble youths wore introduced into tlm pidiu’c, to 
animate nis diligence by the emulation of friondsldii. Vnlehoria ivlono dia. 
charged the important task of instructing her brother in Llm urt^ of jtiiv.-rn 
ment; but her precepts may countenance some suHimdonoC tho ov:l.i'iil'id lirr 
capacity or of the purity of her intentions^ 

But Theodosius was never excited to support the weight uml irU.i'v of im 
Illustrious name j and instead of aspiring to iiniUto his aucosi.m-s, 'lut dt-i'-i'u 
erated (if we may presmno to measure the degroos of iiKiapmuiy) I,.-low 'll,o 
weakness of his father and his nnclo. AroaiUus and UonoruiM had hcnn 
^ guardian care of a parent whoso Icssoim were md'm-t-^id by lu-i 
authority and example. Bub the uuforCunato priuco who in liom id ih,- 

purple inust remam a stranger to the voice of truth; ami tlio huh oI' Aiva 

1 vilX'5"'' Ms perpetual infancy on(mn,,uu,sud only by a 
serulo train of women and eunuchs. Tho ample Iciauro wtuidi Im am, uilv 
y neglecting the essential duties of his high ollico, was (ilU-d by idle luniinn 
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[iiid flatter Ilia incloloiico, and as ho never poruaecl the papers that -were pre- 
sont-ed for tlio royal signature, acts of injustice the most repugnant to his 
charactor wore frectuently perpetrated in his name. The emperor himself 
ivaa oliasto, iomporato, liberal, and merciful; but these qualities, which can 
only deserve the name of virtues when they are supported by courage and 
rcgnlaLcd by discretion, were seldom beneficial and they soiiVotimes proved 
niisoliievoua to mankind. His mind, enervated by a royal education, was 
oppressed and degraded by abject suporstitioii; ho fasted, he sang psalms, 
ho blindly accepted the miracles and doctrines with which his faith was 
continually nouriahed. He devoutly worshipped the dead and living saints 
of the Catholic church. 

The story of a fair and virtuous nmiden oxaltod from a private condition 
to tho iinporial throne might ho deemed an incrcdiblo romanco, if siioli a 
romancG liad not boon verified in tho niurriago of Theodosius. The cclo- 
braiod Athciijua was educated by her father Leontius in the religion and 
acioncoa of tho Greeks; and so advantageous was the opinion wliioh the 
Athenian philosopher entertained of hie contemporaries, that he divided his 
patrimony between Ida two sons, boquoatliing to his daiiglilor a small legacy 
of ono hundred pieces of gold, in the lively confidence that her beauty and 
inorit would l)o a sulTiciont portion* Tlio joalouay and avarice of her brothers 
soon coinpelled AthoiiaiH to sock a rofugo at Constnnlinoplo; and, with some 
hopes oitlior of jmstico or favour, to throw herself at tlie feet of Pnlchoiia. 
'J'hat sagacious princess liatouod to her eloquent complaint; and secretly des¬ 
tined the daughter of tho philo.H(>phor Leontius for the future wife of the 
cmpercir of tho East, who had now uttuinod tlio twontioih year of his ago. 

Athonaifl, wlio was easily persuaded to ronoiince tho errors of paganism, 
rocioivcxl at lior hapUsni tho Ohrialian namo of Eudocia; but the cautions 
Ihilchoria withhohl the title oC Augusta till tho ^vife of I’lioodoBius had 
jip])rovud hor fruiCfnlncsH by tlio birth of a danglitor, who ospoiisod, fiftoen 
yc^ui’H al’tovwiirdH, tho ompovor of tho West. Tho brotliorsof Hndocia obeyed, 
wiili Homo aiixiuty, luir imperial auinnioiiKj but ub she could easily forgive 
•ilK*ir forLiniiiU) uiikiiidnoHS, she iiKlulgcil the londenieHS, or perhaps the 
vanity, of a sistor, by promoting them to tlio rank of consuls and preiocLs. 
Ill tho luxury of Clio palaco sho still cultivatod ihoso ingonuous arts \Yhioh 
Imd (iOiiivibuLcil to liuv greatness; and wisely dedicated hor talents to tho 
lionoiu' of religion and of Iior hiwhiwul. Eiulocia composed a poetical paiu- 
pbi’UHo of the lirsl eight books of tlio Old Tcslaiacnt, ami of the jiropliooies 
of Daniel and Zaeliarlali; a conto of tho voi'HOa of Honior, apiilied to tho life 
and miracles of (Jhrist, tho legend of St. Cyprian, and a imnogyric on the 
Ihu'Hiiin violoi'ioH of T’lioodosiiw; and hor writings, which wore applauded 
by a servile and MiqiorstitiouH ago, litvvc not boon disdainod by Iho candour 
of impartial oriticism. 

'I'lio foiidncHH of tho emperor wan not abated liytimo and possession j and 
ICniloria, nfler iho iniuTiiigo of her dmightor, wii« pormilLod to tlibchargo her 
grateful vows hy a .soloinn pilgriinngo to JoruflalGm, Hor ostentatious prog- 
rcHH (Iirongh the Ihist may Hoom inconaiatont with tlio spirit of Christian 
lininility. ,Shopronoinicoil,fromatln*onoofgold anrlgoms.an eloquent oration 
to tho Honato of Antiocli, declared hor royal iutontion of enlarging tho wallsof 
the city, liestowcd a donation of two luindrod pounds of gold to restore the 
pnldic hatliH, and accepted tho Htatues which wore decreed by the gratitude 
of Antioch. In tlin lloly Land, her aims and pious foiuidations exceeded 
l,lio luunihconoo of tho groat Holona; and she onjoyod tho conseions satis- 
I'aclion of rutiiriiiug to (Jonstaniinoplo witli tho chains of St. Pater, tlio right 
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is pilgiimagG was the fatal term of tlio glories of Eudonia. SiiLiaLivl 
wuu erapiy pomp, and unmindful,perhaps, of hor obligatioiiH to Vulolioi’iu, hIui 
ambitiously aspired to the govermuenb of the Eastern j?inpiro; tho piilueo wnn 
distracted by female discord; but the victory was at liint diuiiilod by the 
superior ascendancy of the sister of Tlieodosiua, Tho oxecuLioii of I’luiliniin, 
master of the offices, and the disgrace of Cyrus, praitorian jirofi’ut of iJm lOimt, 
convinced the public that the favour of Eiidocia was insullioiiMiL to jirolimt Imr 
mosb faithful frieuds; and the uncommon beauty of rmilimiH eiinoumf'cil tlio 
secret rumour that hia guilt was that of a aucceaafnl lover. Ah hoou uh jJin 
empress perceived that the affection of Theodosiua was irrotrioviihly limt, idir 
requested tlie permission of retiring to tho distant soUUulo of rroi'iiwilrin. Sim 
nhlAinf'd ])r>r rnnu^sf.' hut Mia lAnliMiav Af 'I'Kaa/Iauiiio ai. i 1./> i.l.wl .'..i . .i..!. 
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ine seventy ot iheodosuia; and the empress, ignoim’iiiousJy Btripned 
honours of her rank, was disgraced, perhaps unjustly, in tho oy(‘n of iho world. 
Ihe remRinaer of tlie life of Eudocia, about sixteen yeivrs, wim Hpiuit in cxilu 
and devotion; and the approach of ago, tho doalli of ThcoacsiuH, tlm miB. 
fortunes of her only daughter, who was led a oiipUvo from Romo (o dnJ'- 
hage andtlie aooietyor the holv monks of Pulcstino, iummsihly imnllrmod 

JpmLbn? "'Jh life, fclie daughter of tho philoaophcv T.o.mliiiH iixpiinl „| 
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Theodosiue was iiovor iiinaiiiod hy Lhi> ,ii,il,ilinii ,,f 

king, a bishop, who aspired ttf tho erovni Um I'.umiui 

the firc-temnles of Snsn W.'o * *^^1110111, doHivoyoil onu n|' 

brethren; SaiioSri a obstinacy wore vovougod nn Id,. 

Jezclegerd was imfatecl by hjsLn vSm 7 or »’ 

ascended the throne. Some ChrisH-i fu<^v who noon .wu-dn 

frontier, were sternly SnStnd 

aggravated by commercial disputes snnn Hin rul'mi.il. 

monarchies. The mountains ff l’^ “ botwinm Mio vivul 

were filled with hostile Inmeal btl 
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tlio Lon thousand Immortals wlio wore slain in the aLfcaclc on tlio llomau camp, 
and of ihe liunclrod fcliouaand Arabs or Saracens who were impelled by a panic 
lorror to throw themselves headlong into tho Eiijjhratos. Such events may bo 
disbolieved or diarogardod; but tho charily of a bishop, Aeacius of Amida, whoso 
iiaiiiQ might have dignified tho aainlly calendar, shall not bo lost in ohlivioii. 
lioldly declaring that vases of gold and silver arc useless to a god wlio neither 
cats nor drinks, the generous prolate sold tho plate of tho church of Amida, 
employed tho price in tho redemption of sevon thousand Persian captives, 
siipphcd tlioir wants with affectionate liberality, and dismissed them to their 
native country to inform tlioir king of the true spirit of the religion which ho 
porsGoiited. Tho practice of bonovolenco in tho uiidaL of war must always tend 
Lo asauago tlio animosity of contending nations; and wo may perhaps believe 
that Acaoiua eontributod to tho restoration of peace. In tho conferoiico which 
was hold on tlie limits of the two omjdrca, the Eoman ambassadors degraded the 
personal charaoLer of their sovereign by a vain attempt to magnify the extent of 
his jiowor, wlicn they aorlously advised tho Persians to prevont, by a timely 
accommodation, tlio wrath of a monai'ch who was yot ignorant of this distant 
war, A truce of one luiiidrod years was solemnly ratifod; and the essential 
ciondiliona of this treaty wore respected near four-score years by tho successors 
of Constantine and Artaxorxos.*' 

Of Uio moio peaooEul events of tho reign of Theodosius, tho throe tlmt are 
ohiolly to bo rumomborod are bho foundations of a univoraily at Constantinople, 
the convocation of a groat council of tho church at Jiphesus in 434, and the com¬ 
pilation of tlio Theodoaian code of laws Tho imivorsiby was intended to 
tuiporsodo tho ono at Athena, and to proimilgato Christian instead of pagan 
iniliKnicos. 'I'he (jouncil at JCphosua takes au important place in cluivch history, 
hut its findings need not bo olaboraUd hoix). Tho code was liasod on tho models 
of the Ih'ogorian and irormogouian codes. A commission of nine persons, 
iiiuliidmg Apelles, professor of law at tho now uiuvorsitv, were ontrustod with 
iho work of codilication, which consisted chiefly of bho collecting of eonsUtutioiiB 
lino Lo (Joiifllantino and hia auccessom. An idea of fomiing tho code was guLoi- 
tniuod by 'riicodnsiuH txH early as tho year 429, but tho work was not completed 
and puhlislied until 439. 


TIIK COMING Olf TUB HUNS 

Hut tlio ovoiit of all others for wliioli tho roign of Theodosius is best re- 
inomhorod was ono iii which ho wns tho paasivo agont and victim rathor than 
tho lioro. Tliis event was tlio world-famous invasion of tho Huns, who just at 
this period began to umko tliomsolvcs foil as a nionaco lo Iho empires of tho 
EiuiL and West. The remaining yearn of Iho life of Theodosius TI woro to be 
ocioupied, as wo sluill soo, in conleslB with those invaders ] bub before we tako up 
the delails of Lhal story it will bo well to niako inquiry as to tho origin and 
racial cluiraotoristics of the nivadera thomeolvca, Tho question of the racial 
ulllnitios of llio TTiins is indood ono tlmt is still a mattor of controversy. By 
various writers they liavo hcoii connected with tlio Mongols, tho Turks, the 
irgriaiiH, oto., but as yot no agieomoiil lias boon roachod tlmt has placed the 
quL'Htimi on a safe hasis. llowortli ® points out that the Huns wore known in 
Europe at an earlier dale than those mentioned in tlie narratives of Ammmnus 
hlaraollinuM and JorduiieH, witli whoso uccoimts tlieir liistory is usually supposed 
li) begin, flo noLoa that “PlOlomy (i7fi“182 A.u.) mentions tho Chunni between 
tlm Mastavnu) and lioxolaui, and places tlioni on tho Dnioiior,” suggesting, 
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year 372 A.D.,whcn.mdei'alead« nm«d^^^ eotllo.nnitH n. II,o 

Balamber) they hegan ^ ^ jlfte- ci-uslimg, oe (irai,iH,lli„K lli„ 

ateppee lymg to the f fame (AlpUem-i, Ald.k.iir, Himiui, 

alliance Oh varioua “■‘‘‘r ""f^U to Alli.i, a povvoi-lul ..ation whiol, 

Eection of Ilia subjects promptly mado a luiinihatuig pftaoO j ^Vil.lit imi 

OViuUUar), hov^ever. who succeeded Wm irt the tar jmft of IiiH (tiiiiiiiKmn, lui 
armed resistance was organised; but it rosultod only iii ropriUyd dofuil, iiml 
Lally iu the death of the king. The roin'eaeiiUiUvca of Ins wm M lUioim pul- nn 
end to the conflict by accepting tho condition of vasBalago. Baliumr iiiiw dinmCi I 
his victorious arms still farther westward against that portioJi of tlio VimgffMim 
nation (or Tervingi) which acknowledged tho authority of Atjmuuiy. 1 im Inth'r 
eutieiicW himself ou tho frontier which had sopamtod liiin from Urn Oiitriijj.il liii, 
behind the "Groutung-rampavt” and tho Dnicator; Imt iiotwitlmtumlmK nil hin 
precautions ho was suipnsed by tho enemy, who forded tho river iii Urn jjiglit, 
fell suddenly upon his camp, ond coinpollcd him to ahiuuhm hiu position, 
Athanaric next attempted to establish himsolf in tho lorritory ln'lAvimn iJm 
Pruth and the Danube, and with tliia object sot about lioightuniiig llm old 
llomao wall which Trajan liad erected in iiorth-ciiaLorn Diuua; luduin Iiih 
fortifications, liowever, worn comploto, tho Huns worn again n[u)n him, uud 
without a battle he was forced to roti'eat to tho Dauuho. 

The remainder of tho Visigotlis, under Alavivus and IMtigmii, now lu'jpin In 
seek and nltiinately wore successful in obtaining (HYG) Lho puviiilMuoii <*!’ llio 
enipeiur Valens to settle in Thiace; Atliauario mcanwluh) ludk r('riij;o in 
Transylvania, thus abandoning tho field without any sorioiiH Htrngjd'’ I" ll'“ 
irresistible Hmis. For moio than fifty yeara tiro Koinan wovhl wiiu imiiiMl nrlu'it 
by any aggressive act on the part of tho new invadora, who conUmUnl thi>iuHt>h'r'ii 
with overpowering various other tribes which lived Iv lho noiih of tlm I hiiiiihi', 
In some instances, in fact, the Hiina actually lout thoir aid to Llu5 Ihmiuim 
against third parties; thus in 404-5 certain Hunnio LriljoH, undo)' ii (diinf «'v 
king named Uldin, assisted Honorius in tho struggle with HadugiiiHim (Kiil ii'iir) 
and his Ostrogoths, and took a prominontpart in tho dcciBivn Iwdlln 
fought in the neighbourhood of Floronco. Once indeed, in dO!), tliry lu'o niiid In 
ha>o crossed the Danube and invaded Bulgaria under ])orliapa Urn mimn nldnf 
(UIdis), but extensive desertions soon compollod a retreat/ 

This brings us to about the poiiod when lho iruim (uiine in cnuliu'l, widi 
Tliecdosiufl II. IVe may complete our picture of tho inamicr of pmiiiln i.lml, ilniM 
nienaced the eastern empire, by quoting tho account of their eharaehuiMlicu 
given by Amnuaims Mareelhiius, who lived in lho latter luilf of Die fniiilh 
t-ontmy, and who Iheietoi'o speats os a conlompomvy, Aftoi- lll■l,li,ll, hi,, 
acco wUf a barbarous foe whom Ito had poriiapa mot in lIio [ii,|,|, wn hIiiiII hibn 

a “7 cliiotUuii who mndo bin imiim 

a toiroi o\en 6o the pioud wearers of the Itoiuan purplo.® 
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AMMIANUS MARCKIiWNUS DESCItIBJSS TII13 HUNS 

Tlioy never slieltor tliemaolves under roofed houses, but. avoid them as 
people ordinarily avoid sopulohres, as things not titiocl for coininoii use. Nor 
is there oven to bo found among tlicin a cabin tliatched -wiili reeds: but they 
wander about, roaming over Iho mountains and the \YOods, and aocustom 
tliomsolvos to bear frost and hunger and tliirsl from their very cradles. 
And oven when abroad they never enter a house unless under the compul¬ 
sion of extreme neoessity; nor, indeed, do they think people under roofs as 
safo ns otljoi's. 

They waar linon olothes, or else garments made of the skins of fiolcl-niice; 
nor do tlioy wear a different dress out of doors from that which they wear at 
homo j but after a tunio is once put round thoii* necks, liowovsr it becomes 
worn, it is never taken off or changed till, from long decay, it bocomes act¬ 
ually so ragged as to fall to pieces. 

They cover their heads with round caps, and their shaggy logs with the 
skins of Icids ; tlioir shoos nro not mado on any lasts, but are so unslinpoly as 
to hinder them from walking with a free gait. And for iliia reason they are 
not well Buitod to infantry battles, but are nearly always on horsebnok, their 
horses being ill sbupod, but hardy; and sometimes they even sit upon thorn 
like women if they want to do anything more convonieiitly. There is not a 
person in the whole nation who cannot roinaiu on his liorse day and night. 
On hoi'sobaok they buy and soli, they take tlioir meat and drink, and Inare 
tlioy rcolino on the narrow nock of tlioir steed, and yield to sleep so deep 
as to indulge in every variety of dream. 

And when any doUboiuUon is to take place on any weighty matter, they 
all hold their common council on horseback. They aro not niiclor the au¬ 
thority of a Icing, but aro oonientod with tho irrogular goverjiment of their 
nobles, and uiidoi tlioir load they forco tlioir way fclivough all obstacles. 

Somotiiiieu when provoked, they light j and when they go into battle, 
they form in a solid body, and utter all kinds of torrifio yells. They are very 
quick ill tlu'ir operations, of oxccoiliiig speed, and fond of surprising their 
oiiomios. With a view to this, they suddenly disperse, then reunite, and 
again, after having inlUctod vast loss upon tho enemy, scatter themselvea 
over the wholo idaiii in irregular formationa j ulwiiyH avoiding a fort or an 
entroncliinent. 

An<l in one ro.spoot yon may pronoiiuco them iho most formidable of nil 
warriors, for when ut a distaiioo tlioy use missiloa of various kinds tipped 
with Hbarpenod bono.s instead of the usual points of javolins, and these bones 
are admirably fastonod into tho shaft of tho javelin or arrow; but when tlioy 
ai’o at cloHG qunrtors tlioy light with the sword, without any regard for their 
own safety; and often wliilo ihoir anlngonisls are warding off their blows 
tliey oiitanglo them with twisted cords, so that, their hands being fettered, 
they lo.SG nil power of oither riding or walking. 

None of tliQin plough, or oven touch a plougli-hancllo ; for they have no 
Kotlled abode, but are homeless and lawless, iierpotually wandering with tlioir 
wagons, which they make tlioir homes j in fact they seem to bo people alwaj^s 
in iliglit. 'Jlioiv wive.s live in tliose wagons, and there weave their miser- 
al)le garments; mid lioro too they sleep with their husbands, and bring up 
tlioir (diildron till they roach iho age of puberty; nor, if asked, can any 
one of thorn tell you where ho was born, as ho was conooived in one place, 
born in another at a great distaiioo, and brought up in another .still more 
ronioto.<* 
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attilAi king of tiib uuus 

The Western world was 'wo™ 

k/ore the Huns; but Thdr victorious liordos luulHproml 

adcijuate to tlieir power nublie force was oxliiiusloil liy lire 

from tiro Volga to to Daimbe, brrt 

discord of independent chief tarns. 1 

and predatory exouraioua; and ti ey often 

by condescending, for to hop P j . j,ii,„ tunm- 

fugitive enemies. “ olnufiotor and notions of lluil 


among tlioir native kinga, may amrmwyvu ui.pv v, « .. .... 

aubioct to his uncle Itoas (Ruas) or Kugilas liad foiwl thoir 
within the limits of modern Hungary, in n fortilo counl-ry whudi )iinHti)l> 
suypiisd the wants of a nation, of hunters and shophords. 

In this advantageous situation, Rugilos and his valiant brolhuj'H, whi» 
continually added to their power and reputation, commaiulnd Iho alliirnul i vn 
of peace or war with the two empires. Hi-s alliance willi tlm Jliununn i)f IJk' 
West was cemented by his personal friendship for tlio ^(roat AidiuH, wlui wns 
always secure of finding, in the barbarian camp, a lioapitablo vc!r,ci)lioa uml a 
powerful support. Athi8SoUoitation,ftndmtbeiiajno oC iTmimiCH lliii mnn ix'r, 
sixty thousand Huns advanced to the confines of Italy; thoir nuurli iiml I Ikmi' 
retreat were alike expensive to tho slato; and the grntnful policy of Aiilinn 
abandoned the possession of Pannonia to his faithful eonfcduratcH. 

The Romans of tlie Rast wore not loss approhoneivo of tho annn (>!' 
Rugilas, which threatened tho provinces, or ovou llio cupiiitl. Smno ooi'h'Mi- 
astical historians have destroyed the barbarians with lightning lunl jMiMli. 
lencB} hufc Theodosius was reduced to tlio moro Iiumldii inxipmHi'iit itf 
stipulating an annual payment of 360 pounds of gold, luul of (liMgiusing Iliin 
dishonourable tribute by the title of gonoral, which tho king of tlio 11 huh 
condescended to accept. The public tranffuillity wrt.sfroqiiontly Inltu'cciplcd 
by the fierce impatience of the barbarians and tlio porlhlious iiilriguoM of 
the Byzantine court. Four dependent nations, among whoiu wo nmy tlin- 
tinguish the Bavarians, disolaimcd the sovoroiguty of iho Jlium; unil’ (Jinir 
revolt was encouraged and protected by a Homan allian<f(», till tin' jtint 
claims and formidable power of Rugilas woro cltectually urged by (Ini Vdin* 
of Fslaw Ills ambassador. Peace was tho unanimous wish of tho miwdw. 
1 heir decree was ratified by tho emperor; and two juuhaH.mulurH ivim'o 
nameu, l linthas, a general of Scythian oxtraclion but of oonsnlar rnnli, luul 

a wise and experienced siatosmaii, who wim rnnoin- 
mended to that office by his ambitious colleague, 

n^l!! suspended the progress of tho trouty. Him two 

Bleda, who succeeded to the throno of tUoiv umdo, otm- 
nted to a personal interview with the ambassadors of Coiisltui(ilU)|iIo ; but 


ne 
sented 
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as tliey i^roudly refused to dismount, tlie business was transacted on horse¬ 
back, in a spacious plain near the city of Margus, in the upper Mceeia. 
Tlie kings of the Huns assumed the solid benefits as well as the vain honours 
of the negotiation. They dictated the conditions of peace, and each condi¬ 
tion was an insult to the inajeaty of tho empire. Besides the freedom of a 
safe and plentiful market on the banks of the Dainihe, they required that 
the annual contribution should bo augmented from 360 to 700 pounds of 
gold; that a fine or ransom of eight pieces of gold should bo paid 
for every Homan captive who had escaped from his barbarian master ; that 
tho emperor should renounce nil treaties and eiigagoinents with the eiioinies 
of tho Huns; and that nil tho fugitives 
who had taken refugo in the court or 
provinces of Theodosius should be de¬ 
livered to tho justice of their offended 
sovereign. This justice was rigorously 
inflicted on some unfortunate youths of 
a royai race. They were crucified on tlie 
territories of tho empire, by the command 
of Attila 5 and as soon as tho king of 
the Huns luicl impressed tho Romans 
with the terror of Ins name, lie indulged 
them in a short and arbitrary respite, 
whilst ho subduod the rebollious or iiido- 
peudont nations of Scytbia and Germany. 

Attila, tho sou of Mundzulc, deduced 
Ilia noble, perhaps his regal doscont from 
tho anoiont riuna, who liad formerly con- 
ioiidod with tho nionarchs of China. Ills 
features, according to tlio obsorvafcion of 
II GoLliio historian, boro tho stamp of his 
iiatioiial origin, and the portrait of Attila 
exhibits the gonuino doformily o£ n mod¬ 
ern Kalmuck ; a largo head, n swarthy 
complexion, small deep-seated eyes, a flat 
noao, a few hairs in liio place of a board, 
broad shoulders, and a whort square body, 
of nervous strength thoiigli of u disi>ro- 
portioiiod form. 'J'’he liauglity step and 
<lomoanoiir of tho king of the Huns ox- 
proHHod tho eonsoiouHUGSs of his superior¬ 
ity above Lho rc.st of mankind; and ho had a custom of fiercely rolling his 
eyoH, as if ho wushed to enjoy the terror which ho inspired. Yet this savago 
lioro was not inacooHsiblo to pity; his suppliant onouiios might conlido in tho 
aH.suriinco of peace or pardon, mid Altihi was considered by liia subjects ns a 
just and indulgent nmslor. Ho dolighlod in war; but after he had ascended 
the throne in ii mature ago, his bond, rather than his hand, aohierocl tho eon- 
(juoat of the north; and tho fame of an adyenturous aoldier was usefully 
excliiinged for that of a prudent and 8UGCcs.sful general. 

'I'lio olToots of persomd valour aro so iiicoiisiclorable, except in poetry or 
romance, that victory, oven among barbarians, must dopond on the degree 
of skill with wliich tho pa.ssionH of the nuiltitiulo are combined and ffuidod for 
tho HorvicQ of a single man. Tho SoyUimii conquorora, Attila anti Jengliiz, 
surpassed their rude coiuitiymoii in art rather than in courage ; mid it may 

j/, w, —vor.. VII. ifl 
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bo observed that tlie monarchies, botli of the Huns and of the Monj^rolH, woro 
erected by their founders on the basis of popular suporstiLion. TJiu ininuni- 
loiis conception which fraud and credulity ascribed to Iho virgin molhor 
of Jenghiz, raised him above the level of human nature; mid Lho milcod 
prophet, who, in the name of the Deity, invested him with tlio oinpirn of Min 
earth, pointed the valour of the Mongols with iiTosistiblo ontlmsiiism. 'riio 
religious arts of Attila were not less skilfully adapted to iho lilmnudni’ tif 

Ilia ana nllfl ^>nnnfT*v 


religi 

hia age and country. 

It W; 
devotion 
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It was natural enough that the Scytliians should udoro, with }n;<*ii]iiir 
motion, the god of war; but as they were iiicapablo of forjniiig (3jMn)i' jiu 
abstract idea or a corporeal r(!pvoHim(aL{oji, ((ii«y 
' worshipped their tutelar doity uiidor Mm Nymbdl 

of an iron scimitar. Onu of the nhopliordfi tif tliu 
Huns percoived that a licifor, wlio was gri'/'int'-, 
had wounded herself in tho foot, inul mirioiinly f„i! 
lowed the track of tho blood till ho dihtmvVinl 
among the long grass, lho point of mi uimii-Mt, 
sword, which he dug out of iho ground mj.l i,i„. 
seated to Attila. That inagniiniinouH, or j'aMjor 
that artful princo accepted witli jiioim pr.-iMlinlo 
this celestial favour; and, m iJio rig),!,fid 
oftheswordof Alara.nssortocUiw diviiu) mid ijido- 
feasible claim to tlio dominion of lho ourtli. 

If tho rites of Scythia were iivaolim'd on Muh 
solemn occasion, a lofty altar, or vaMmi- idlo 
fagote, three Imndrcil yards in longlli nnd jn 
breadth, was wised in a Hjmeions iihiin ; him) Mm 
sword of Mars was placed oroot tm iJm mjiiiodi, 
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lunong the conquerora of ancient and luodorn times, united the two mighty 
kingdoms of Germany and Scythia j and those vague appellations, when 
they are applied to his reign, may bo understood with an ample latitude. 
Thuringia, which stretched beyond its actual limits as far ns tlio Uaiiuhe, 
was in tho iiuniber of hia provinces; ho interposed, with the weight of a 
powerful neighbour, in tho domestic aifairs of the li'ranks; and one of his 
lieutenants chastised, and almost extorininated, ilio Burgundians of tlio 
Hhino. He subdued the islands of tho ocean, the kingdoms of Scandinavia, 
onooinpasaed and divided by the waters of the Baltic; and tho Huns might 
derive a tribute of furs from that northern region which has been protected 
from all other conquerors by the severity of tho climaio and the courage of 
tho natives. 

Towards tho east it i.s difficult to circumscribe the dominion of Attila 
over tliG Scythian deserts; yet wo may bo assured that he reigned on the 
hanks of tho Volga; that tlio king of the Huns was dreaded, not only ns a 
warrior, but as a magician; that he insulted and vanquished thu khan of 
tlio formidablo Gooiigon; and that he sent ambassadors to negotiate an 
equal alliance with the onipiro of Chiiui. In the proud reviorv of tlio 
nations who acknowledged tho sovereignty of Attila and who never enlor- 
laiued, during his lifotuno, tho thought of a revolt, tho Gepidee and tho 
Ostrogoths woro distingnishod by their munbers, their bravery* tvncl tho per¬ 
sonal merit of thoir chiefs. 

Tho ambassadors of tho Huns might awaken tho attention of Thoodo- 
sius by roniinding him that they woro his noighbonrs, both in Europe and 
Asia; since they iouoUod tho Dannbo on ono hand, and reached with 
tho other as far as tho Taiiais. In tho roign of Ins father Arcadius, a band 
of advouturous Iluiia had ravaged tho provinces of tho East; from whence 
they brought away rioli spoils and iiiiiumorablo captives. Tlioy advanced, by 
a secret path, along tho sliorcs of tho Caspian Sea; traversed the snowy 
mouiitaiiis of Armenia j passed tho Tigris, the Euphrates, and tlie Halys; re¬ 
cruited thoir weary oavalry with tho gciiovous brood of Cuppndooian horeoa; 
0 (!(Mipicd the hilly country of Cilicin, and disturbed the festal songs and clancea 
of the citizens of Antioch. Egypt trembled at thoir approacli; and the inonlca 
uiid pilgLnni.s of llio Holy Land prepared to escape thoir fury by a speedy 
embarkation. The inoinoiy of this invasion was still recent in tho minds of 
the Orionials. Tlio subjects of Attila might execute, with auporior foroos, 
tho design which the.se adventux'ors had eo boldly attonipiod; and it soon 
booanio tho subjtJCt of anxious conjecture wliothor tho tempest would fall on 
tho dominioiiH of Home or of Porsiu. 

8omo of tho great vassals of tho king of tho Huns, wlio wmro tliomsolvcs 
in the rank of powerful princes, had been sent to ratify an alliaiico and 
Hocioty of arms with tho omporor, or rather with tho general, of tho West. 
'I'lioy related, during thoir rosidonco at Romo, tho circuniatanoea of aii 
cjxpedition which they had lately iiiado into tho East. After passing a desort 
mid a morass, supposed by tho Romans to bo tho lake IVlicotis, they pene- 
ia’aied tlirough tho mouulainH, and arrived at the end of fifteen days’ march 
on tho confines of Media, where tlioy advanced as far us tho unknown citi 0 .s 
of Basic and (hirsic. Tliey encountered tlio Poraiaii army in tho plains of 
Media; and tho air, according to thoir own oxpressLou, was darkened hy a 
cloud of arrows. But tho Ilunswero obliged to retire before tho numbers 
of tliu enemy. Tliciv laliorioiis retreat avos cffeciQd by a dilTeront road; they 
lost tlio greatest part of their booty; and at longUi returned to tlie royal oninp, 
witli sonic Icnowlodgc of tho country and on inipatiout desire for revenge. 
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Ill tho free conversation of the imperial ambassiulorH, who tliMcuwNud iit 
the court of Attila fclie oharactDr and tfesigns of thoir forinicUihlo onoiny, iJio 
ministers? of Constantinople expressed their hope Unit liis strength uiiglit Ins 
diverted and employed in a long and doubtful contest with the jiriiicoH of tho 
lioitso of Siissan. The more sagacious Italians adiiionished their ICuHtoni 
brethren, of the folly and danger of such a hope, ajid conviiieud them Unit 
the Medcs and Persians wore incapable of resisting the uvms of tlio IIiimm; 
and that the easy and important acquisition would exalt tho prido im well as 
power of the conqueror. Instead of contenting iihiiHelf with a iiiodiirato 
contribution and a military title, which equalled Jiini only to Uio goiionilN of 
Theodosius, Attila would proceed to impose a difigmeoful iiiul iiitolorablo 
yoke on the necks of the prostrate and captive Ilonmns, \vho woulil tlioii lio 
encompassed on all aides by the empire of the ITuiis. 

While the powers of Europe and Asia were solicitous to iivcrt tlio iiii- 
jjending danger, tho alliouco of Attila maintained tho VniKlals in Urn 
sion of Africa. An enterprise Iiad been couoertod betwoou tho ooiirls of 
llavenna and Constantinople for the recovery of that valnnlilo jn-ovinm^* 
and the ports of Sicily were already filled with the inilitury luul naval foria'a 
of Theodosius. But the subtle Genscric, who spread his hugotiaiioiis rmind 
the world, prevented their designs, by exciting tho king of tlio Huns to in- 
^■ace the Eastern Empire,- and a trifling incident sooji buoumo jJjo niotivi'. m- 
pretenco, of a destructive war. 
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luindvecl inilca from the Euxino lo tliQ Adriatic, -wan at oiico invaded, and 
occupied, ami desolated, by the myriads oC barbarians whom AUila led into 
llio lielcl. The public danger and distress could not, however, provoke 
Theodosius to interrupt his amusements and devotion, or to appear in person 
at the liead o£ the llomaii legions. Bub the troops which had been sent 
against Gonserio were hastily recalled from Sicily, Uio garrisons on the side 
of Persia were oxhtausted j and a military force ^vas collected in Europe, 
forinidablo by their arms and mimbers, if the generals had understood the 
science of coniinaiid and their soldiers the duty of obccUeiice. The armies 
of the Eastern Empire were vanquished m three successive engagements ; and 
the progress of Attila may be traced by the fields of battle. The two former, 
on the banks of the Utus and under the walls of Marcianopolls, were fought 
ill the extonaive plains between the Danube and hlounfc Ha3mus. [In the 
latter battle Arnegiaclus, the Bomnn commaiulor, was slain.] 

A.S the llonmns were pressed by a victorious enemy, they gradually, and 
unskilfully, retired towai’ds the Chorsonesus of Thraeo 5 and that narrow 
peninsula, Llie last oxtremity of the land, was marked by their third and 
irreparable defeat. By tlio destruction of this army Attila acquired the 
imlispntable possoasioii of the field. From the Hellespont to Thermopylae and 
the suburbs of Constantinople, bo ravaged, without resistance and without 
mercy, tho provinces of Thraeo and Macedonia. Heracloa anr! Hiidrianopo- 
lis might perhaps escape this dreadful irruption of the Huns 5 but tlie words 
tbo most expressive of total extirpation and cvaBuro are applied to the 
oalamitic.s wliicli they indicted on seventy cities of tho Eastern Empire. 
Theodosius, hia court, and the uiiwarliko people, were protected by tlie walls 
of Constantinople ; hut those walls had been shaken by a recent oarthquako, 
and the fall of lifty-oight towers had opened a large and tremendous breach. 
Tlio damage iiidGod was speedily repaired; but this accident was aggravated 
by a fiupoi'Htiliuua fear that lioavou itself Imd delivered tho imperial city lo 
tho shophords of Scythia, who wore strangers to the laws, tlie language, and 
the religion of tlie Uoiuan.s. 

Ill all their invasionH of tho civilised cnipiros of the south, tho Scythian 
Hhophords have been uniformly actuated by a sivvago end destructive spirit. 
Tho laws of war, that restrain tho exoroiee of national rapine and murder, are 
founded on two pi’iuoiploa of svibatanlial inloreat—the knowledge of fcho per- 
iniuicnL bonofit.s which may bo obtainod by a niodorato use of conquest, and 
a jii.st apprehension, lost tho desolation which wo inflict on tlio oneray’a 
country imiy ho retahntod on our own. But these coiiBidoratioiis of hope 
and fear aro almost unknown in tho pastoral slate of nations. Tho Huns of 
Attila may, without injnstico, bo compared lo tho Mogvils and Tatars, 
before llioir primitivo maniior.s wero changed by religion and luxury; and 
the ovidcnco of oriental history may reflect some light on tho short and 
iinpcrfoct annals of Home. 

After the Mongols laid aiibdnod the northorn provinces of China, it was 
seriously proposed, not in Llic houv of victory and passion but in calm, delib- 
criilo council, to cxbonninato all tho inhabitants of that populous oounfcry, 
that tho vacant land might bo convortod to tho pasture of cattle. Tlio firm¬ 
ness of II Chiiioso mandarin, who insiiuialcd sonio principles of rational policy 
inti) tlio mind of Jonghiy., diverted him from tho oxooution of this horrid 
design. But in tho cilio.s of Asia, which yielded to tho Mongols, the inhuman 
abnso of tlio rights of wav was exorcised with a regular form of discipline, 
wliicli may, witli equal reason though not with equal authority, be imputed 
to the victorious lluiis. 



THE HISTORY OP THE EASTERN EMi’IHE 


54 THE HISTORY OP THE EASTERN EMi’IHE 

[■UM-IHa.d.] 

The three great capitals of Khorasaiii Mam, Noisabiir, and Iloriit, \v(u-(\ 
(Ipstro^-ed bv the armies of Jenghiz; and the oxaot account wliic.li -wiui l ulioii 
of the slainamoanted to 4,847,000 persons. Tiiiuu’, or TanujiT-uin, ndii- 
cated in a less barbarous age, and in tho profession of tlio MolitunnKMliiu 
religion j yet, if Attila equalled tlio hostile ravages of Tamerliiiu!, inliior llio 
Tatar or the Hun might desem the epithet of the Scourge of (ioil. 

It may be (ifflmed witli bolder assumneo that tho lliins dopojmlalml llio 
provinces of the empire, by the number of Roman aubjecta ^vi^l)lu tliey led 
away into captivity. In the hands of a wise legislator, anoli nil induHlrioim 
colony might have contributed to diffuao through tho dcsortH of .Scylhiii tlio 
rudiments ofthe useful and ornamental arts; but these captives, wlio Imd Ikii'u 
taken in war, were accidentally dispersed among tho hordoa iJwit obeyed llji* 
empire of Attila, The estimate of thoir respective viiluo was formud 1)' 
the simple judgment of unenlightened and improjiulioed bivrbariuiiH. I’or 
3 they might not understand the merit of a theologian, profoimdlv akillm 

lia n/\n^iiA,ia>M<ina nt i-kn it,.. T.. 1 . _I l1.. ... 
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hapB they might naii uaaersiana me merit oi a wieoiogian, proimindly akillml 
in the controvarsies of the Trinity and tho Incarnation; yoL tlii'y I'oipcoli'il 
the ministers of every religion, and the notivo zeal of tho Cliriatiiiu iiiiHuion ■ 
aries, without approaching the person or tho palaco of tho inoniiV(!li, hiu-cjuss- 
lully laboured in the propagation of tho gospel. 

The pastoral tribes, who were ignorant of Uio diatinctiun of hindod i.j-od- 
erfy, must have disregarded the use, as well as tho almsu, of civil jiirimirii. 
aence} and the skill of au eloquent lawyer could oxoito only thoir ouuii-mnl, 
01 their abhorrence. The perpetual iutcrcourso of tho IIuuh and tlui (loihs 
familiar knowledge of tho two natiomil .HuIitIm ; jind 
the barbarians were ambitious of conversing in ],uUn, tho mililiirv idiuni 
von of the Eastern Empire. But they dladainod Uu, huigurn 'o ,uul I Ini 
sciejieeg of tho Greeks; ami tho vain sopliist, or grave ])hil(wm)hIiV, wlm Imd 
roE appltiuso of tho schools, was mortifiod to liiid Dmi, Jum 
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freedom. ^ were often i-ccompoimod by tliu gi](, of 
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( 1 ) Tlio emperor of llio East resigned, by an express or Lacit convention, 
an exionsivo and imj)oi'tant territory which sbretcliecl along tlie souLlicrn 
biuihs of the Daiuihe, from Singidunum or Belgrade as far as Novae, in the 
diocese of Thrace. Tlie breadth was defined by the vague computation of 
fifteen days’ journey; but from the proposal of Aitila to remove the situation 
of fclie national rnnvket, it soon appeared that ho comprehended the ruined 
city of Naissiia within the limits of his domiiiiotis. 

(2) The king of the Huns required, and obtained, that his tribute or 
subsidy slionld bo augmented from sevon hundred pounds of gold to the 
nnjjij/j] sum of twenly-one Jjnndrod ; and he stipulated the immediate pay¬ 
ment of six thousand pounds of gold to defray the expenses, or to expiate 
the guilt, of the war. One might imagine that such a demand, which scarcely 
equalled the measure of private wealth, would have been readily discharged 
by the opulent Empiro of the East; and the public distress affords a roinark- 
ablo proof of the impoverished or at least of the disorderly state of the 
finances. A largo proportion of the taxes, extorted from the people, was 
detained and intercepted in its passage through the foulest channels to the 
treasury of Constantinople, The revenue was dissipated by Theodosius 
and hia favourites iii wasteful anti profuse luxury j which was disguised by 
the names of imperial nuignificonco or Christiim charity. Tho immediate 
supplies had boon exhausted by the unforeseen necessity of military prepara¬ 
tions. A personal contribution, rigorously but cupriciously imposed on the 
mombors of tho senatorian order, was the only expedient that could disarm, 
witliout loss of time, the impatient avarice of Attiia j and tlio poverty of the 
nobles compollcd thuin to aefopt tho scandalous resource of exposing* to public 
iiuoLioii tho jewels of thoir wives and tho hereditary ornamenU of their 
palaces. 

The king of the Huns appears to have established, as a principle of national 
jiu'iHpru(lunue,tliatlio could never loso tho property which hohad once acquired, 
in the pousons who had yielded oithor a voluntary or reluctant submissiou to 
liis autliorily. From this principle ho concluded, nnd tho conclusions of 
Attiia WGi’o irrevocable iaws, that tho Iluna who had boon taken prisonora in 
war slionld bo roloased without delay and witliout ransom j that ovory 
Jloniau oapLivo who had presumed to escape should purohaso liia right to 
froodom at the price of twolvo pieces of gold; and that nil tho barbariniis 
wlio had deserted tlio .standard of Attiia should bo raaiorod, without any 
promiso or .stipulation of pardon. In the cxooiitioii of this cruel and igno- 
niinious treaty, tho iniporuil officers wore forced Lo luassacro several loyal and 
iioblo dcscJi'torH, Avho refusod to devoto Ihcinsolves to cortain death ; and tho 
Itonuiiis forfeited all reasonable claims to tho friondship of any Scytliian peo¬ 
ple, by tills public concession that they wore dostituto either of faith or power 
to protect tlio suppliant wlio hud ombracod tho throne of Theodosius. 

T’lio firiuiiG.ss of a single town, so obscuro that, except on this occasion, it 
has nover boon niontionod by any historian or geographer, exposed tho dis¬ 
grace of the omjmi’or and omi>ir©. Aziiuus, or Azimunlium, u small city of 
Thrace on tho Illyrian borders, had been diaUngnlshod by the martial spirit 
of its youth, tlio skill and reputation of the loaders whom they had chosen, 
and ilioir daring exploits against the iunumorablo boat of the barbarians. 
Instoiul of tamely expecting their approach, the Azimunlinoa attacked, in 
I'l'oquont and suecc.ssful sallies, tho troops of the Huua, wlio gradually declined 
l,)io flangcron.s noiglibtnirliood; rosoued from their Jiiinda the spoil and tho 
captivc.s, and roovuilod tlioir donicatie foreo by the voluntary association of 
fugitives and desortors. 
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After tlie conclusion of tlio treaty, Attila still nionaccrl ilio onipiro with 
implacable war unless the Azimuntines ■were persuaded or coinpoIIiM I to com¬ 
ply with the conditions which their soveroign had acoopted. "i'lio inini.stoi'H 
of Theodosius confessed with, shame and with truth Unit ihoy no huiffor 
possessed any authority over a society o^ men who bo hvavuly iiBHoilod 
tlieir natural independence; and the king o£ tho IIuiiH (ifjndoscondod to 
negotiate an equal exchange with tho citizens of Aziiuus. ^t’hoy (lemaiidod 
tho restitution of some shepherds, who, with thoiv cuttlo, luul boon aoci- 
dentally surprised. A strict though fruitless, inquiry wiiB allowud; hut tho 
Huns were obliged to swear that they did not detain any jirisoncrH bclonjr, 
ing to the city, before they could recover two surviving countrymou whom 1 Im 
Azimuntines had reserved as pledges for the safety of ilioir lost (U)inpunionM. 

Attila, on liis side, was satisfied, and doccivod, by thoir Hohumi nsHovor- 
ation that the rest of the captives had been put to tho 8>vord, and that it 
wag their constant practice immediately to dismiss tho UoinaiiH and tlm 
deserters, who had obtained the security of tho puhlio fallli. TTiis jinuhml, 
and odicious dissimulation may be condemned or oxoii.*^^! by ilio i^aHuisl.s as 
they incline to the rigid decree of St. Augnstino or to tlio inildisr NimliiiKml, 
of St. Jerome and St. Chrysostom; but ovory floldior, every HlaU^HJiuin, i iuihI, 
acknowledge that if the race of the Azimuntines had boon unoouragisd and 

multiplied, the barbarians would have coasod to tramplo on tlio inaiuHiA' .J' 
the empire. '' 

It would have been strange, indeed, if TlicodoaiuH had puridniHOd by liu* 
loss of honour a secuve and aolid tranquillity; or if h\H tiinuimj.mi liail not 
invited the repetition of injuries. Tho Byziuitino court wan iiiHiiIIdd by 

minislorsor Attila wnni iinirorndy 
imperfect oxocution of tho liuit [milv : in 

he eiupire, and to declare, with scorning modornlioii, that iiiih'Hu (InuV 
S complete and immediato satisfaction, it would Im'in, 
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For these importiuiato anti oppressive embassies, Attila claimed a suil.- 
able roLurn; lie weigrbed, with suspicious pride, Llie character and station 
of the imperial cnvo3'a; but he condescended to promise that he Avould 
advance as far ns Sardica, to receive any ministers who bad been invested 
witli the consular dignity. The council of Tlieodosins eluded this proposal 
by representing the desolate and ruined condition of Sardica ; and even ven¬ 
tured to insinuate that every oilicor of the army or household was qualified 
to treat with the most powerful priiice.s of Scytliia. Maximin, a respectable 
courlior, whose abilities had been long- exercised in civil and military em¬ 
ployments, accepted with reluctance tlio troublesome, and perhaps danger¬ 
ous, commission of reconciling the angry spirit of the king of tlie Huns. 
His friend, the historian Prisons, embraced the opportunity of observing 
the barbarian hero in the peaceful and clomostic scones of life ; but the 
secret of the embassy, a fatal and. guilty secret, was intrusted only to the 
interpreter Vigilins. The two last ambassadors of the Tluns, Orestes a 
noble subject of tlio Panuoniaii province, and Edccoii a valiant chieftain 
of tho tribe of the Soyrri, returned at the same time from Conslimtinople to 
the royal camp. Their obscuro names were afterwards illustrated by tlie 
extraordinary fortune and the contrast of llicir sons; 
tho two Horvants of Attila became tho fatliors of the 
Inst Homan emperor of tho West and of tlio first bar¬ 
barian king ol Italy. 

'J*ho ambassadors, who wore followed b3'- a numerous 
train of inoii and horses, niado their first halt at Sardica 
at tlio di.stanco of 060 iuilc.s, or thirteen days’ journey 
from Constantinople. As the remains of Sardica were 
still incliidod within tho limits of tho empire, it wim 
inoninhont on the Uoinans to exorcise tho duties of 
liospitalily. They provided, with tho assistance of the 
pi'ovincialH, a suflicieut luuubor of sheep and oxen j and 
invited tho Iluns to a splendid or at least a plentiful 
supper. But tho harmony of the cntorlainmcnt wn.s 
soon disturbed by mutual prejudice and iiuliscrctiou. 

Tho groatnosH of the emperor and the empire was 
warmly inaintaincHl by their ministers; the Huns with 
equal ardour assorted tho auporiurity of tlioir victorious 
nionaroli. Tlio dispute was inflamed by tho rash and 
unscasniiablo llatLory of Yigiliiis, who passionately ro- 
joctod the compavisoii of a mere mortal with the divino 
Theodosius; and it waH willi oxtromo diflioulty tliat 
Maximin and Priscus wore able to (Uvort tho emwor- 
satioii, or to soothe the angry minds of tho barbarians. 

When thoy rose from table, the iniporial ambassador 
lircscntcd JCrleoon and OveslcS with rich gifts of sillc wkapons or ’iitic llaKs 
robe.s and Indian poaiis, which tlioy thankfully accepted. 

Yet OroHtoH could not foidioar insinuating that ho had not always been treated 
witli Huuli rospcoL and liberality 5 wul Iho olfonsivo diatiiiotion whioli was 
implied, between his civil oHico and tho hereditary rank of liis colleague, 
Hooms to Imvo nnulo Edocon a doubtful friend and OrosLos an irreconoilahle 
enemy. 

After this entertainment, they travelled about one hundred miles from 
Sardica to Naissns. That Jloiirishing city, which had given birth to tho 
groat Constantino, was levelled witli tho ground; the inhabitants wore 
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ileslroyecl or dispersed j mul the appearance of some sick persons, who wi'ro 
perJJiitted lo exist among the ruins of Uio cIiui’clioM, sorvoil ojily (.o 
increase the horror of the prospect, Tiio Hurfaco of tlic coiiiitry was 
covered with the hones of the slain; and the ainbiissailora, who dircclcil 
their course to the northwest, Avore obliged Lo pass llio hills fd' nuMh'rn 
Servia, before they descended into the flat and marnliy grounilH whhdi iu‘c 
terminated hy the Danube. 

Wljen Attiln first gave audience to tho Roman ambassadovH on the Imnkn 
of tho Danube, his tent was encompassed with a forinidahlo guard. Tlio 
monarch himself was seated in a wooden chair. Ilis Hlorn (jciiiiUniaiuK* 
angry gestures, and impatient tone oatoniahocl tho flrmnoHS of Miixiniin ; hm, 
Vigiiiiis had more reason to tremble, sinco ho disUncLly iindci'Htood the 
menace that, if Atlila did not respect the law of natioiiH, ho woiihl nail lim 
(leGeitful interpreter to a cross and leavo his body to Lho vuILiu'un. 'riio 
Romans, both of tlie East and of tho We.st, ivoro twico invilml l,i> lljo Imn- 
quets where Attila feasted with the princes and noblen of Huy Uiiii, Mitxiiiiiu 
and his colleagues were stopped on the threshold till they luiil mitdo ji iW- 
vout libation to the liealth and iwosperity of the king of tluj Ihum, and m'ito 
conducted after this ceremony to tlioir luspoctivo .sonU in u HpiKUDim Inll 
Reforc fhoy retired they enjoyed an opportunity of observing ilm nmniMws 
ot the nation ni their convivial amiisejncnl.s. In tho midst of iidomn.'i'ulo 
riots, Attila alone, without a change of countonaiico, maintiiinotl his Hbrndfusi, 
and inflexible gravity, which was never relaxed, oxcopt on tlio ontinmT of 
IrmMhe youngest of his sons; he embraced Lho boy with a nmiU, of pMor 
nal tenderness, gently pinched him by tho clicok, and Ijiai'liyod n ila'- ,1 
affectioii wliicli Avas justified by the asaurmieo of his proidml^ Mud, Iritm' 
Avould be the future support of his family and omjnro. ^ ^ 

afterwards the ambassaJors received n HOnoiid iiiviiid.lon • 
and they had reason to praise the politeness ns Avell im tl,n h.ui,.;i i / r 
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BGcrccy, Uie cuinioh, who luul not from his own foeliiigs or oxpevionce im¬ 
bibed finy exalted notions of ministerial virtue, ventured to propose tlie 
death of Aitila, as an important service by which Edecon might deserve a 
liberal share of the wealth and luxury which he admired. The ambassador 
of tliG Huns listened to the tempting offer; and professed, with apparent 
zeal, his ability aa well as readiness to execute the bloody deed; the design 
was comnumicated Lo the inaator of tlio offiees, and the devout Theodosius 
consented lo the assassination of his invincible enemy. But this perfidious 
conspiracy was defeated by the dissimulation or rcpeiitauoe of Edecon; and, 
though he might exaggerate his inward ablioiToiice for the treason which he 
seemed lo upprovo, ho dexterously assumed the merit of an early and volun¬ 
tary confossion. 

If we now review the embassy of Maximin, and the behaviour of Attila, 
wo must applaud the barbarian, who respected the laws of hospitality and 
genoronsly entertained and disniLsacd the nimistcr of a pi'iiice who had con- 
spirod against his life. Bui the rashness of Vigilins will appear still more 
extraordinary, since ho returnod, conscious of his guilt and danger, to tlio 
royal camp, nccompaniod by his son and carrying with him a weighty purse 
of gold, \vmch the favourite eumicli had furnished to satisfy the doniancls 
of Edecon, and to corrupt the fidelity of the guards. Tlis interpreter was 
iiifitaiitly .seized and dragged before the tribunal of Attila, whore Jiu n.s.serted 
his inuoconoo with specious firmness, till the threat of inflicting instant deatli 
on his son extorted from him a sincere discovery of llio criminal traiisaolion. 

Under the name of ransom or confiscation, tho rapacious king of the 
Iluna accepted two luiiulrod pouiida of gold for tho life of a traitor whom 
ho disdained Lo punisli, Ho pointed his just indignation against a nobler 
object. His ambassadors, Eslaw and Oroslcs, wore Jnnnetliatoly ile.spatoliod 
to Oonstantinoplo, with a peremptory instruction whicli it was muoli safer 
for thorn Lo oxccuLc than to disobey. Thoy boldly entered the imperial 
presenoo, with the fatal purao banging down from tho neck of Orestes, who 
interrogated tho ounuob Cliiysapliiua, ns lie stood beside the throne, whether 
lie I'OGogiiiflcd tho ovidonco of his guilt. But the oillce of reproof was re- 
Horved for tlio superior dignity of liis colleague Eslaw, who gravely addressed 
th(3 omporor of Ihe Eiisb in Uio following words: “Theodosius is Llie son of 
an illustrious and rc.Hpcotablo parent; AUila likowlso is doscemled from a 
noble race ; and he has supported, by his actions, tlio dignity whicli lie in- 
hcritod from his father Muiidzuk. But Theodosius has forfoited his pater¬ 
nal hoiiours, luul, by consenting to pay tribute, Imvh degraded himself to tho 
oondiLioii of a slave. It is, therefore, just that ho should reverence tlio man 
wlunii fortune and niorit have placed above him; instead of attempting, 
like a wicked slave, clniidosfcinoly to conspire against his master.” 

Tho soil of Aroaclhis, who was accustomed only to the voice of flattery, 
luMird with astonishiiioiit the severe language of truth; ho blushed and 
trembled; nor did ho prosumo directly to refuse tho head of Chrysaphius, 
whicli Eslaw and Orestes wore instructed to demand. A soloinn embassy, 
armed >vitli full powers and magnificent gifts, was Iiastily sent to deprecate 
tho wL’uih of Aitila; and his pride was gratified by tho choice of Nomiua and 
Aiiatoliua, two inini.sicr.s of consular or patrician rank, of whom tlie one was 
grout IroaHUi'or, and the other was inaBtor-geueral of tho armies of the East. 
Ho coiulo.soondcd to meet those ambassadors on tho banks of tlio river 
Di’onco ; and though ho at first affected a storn and haughty demeanour, hie 
anger was insensibly inolli/ied by tlioir oloquonce and libonility. He con- 
ilesooudod to pardon tho Gmx>oror, tho ouiiuoh, and the interpreter; bound 
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himscU by m oath to obsem the conditions of poaco j roloiiHcd i\ iiuin 
ber of captivcsj abandoned the fugitives and desoriora to ihoiv fain; and 
resigned a large territory to the south of tlie Danubo, wluoli lio hud aliaaidy 
exhausted of its wealth and inhabitants, But this ironty ■\v^ls iinroluiMiul u(, 
an expense which might have supported a vigorous iind HiuMaJHHfnl war; 
aiul the subjects of Theodosius were compcllou to rodcom llio sufoLy of a 
worthless favourite by oppressive taxes, which they would iiuu'O {iluHu-fnlly 
have paid for hia destruction. 

The emperor Theodosius did not long survivo tho most hmniliuiiiu)- cii-. 
curaatance of an inglorious life. As he was riding or Imnting in tlui m’dp]). 
boiirhood of Constantinople, he was thrown from liis liovso iuLi) tlio I'ivrr 
Lycua; his spine wag injured by tho fall; and lio exj>ii'(Hl hmhuj dnyn 
afterwards, in the fiftieth j’ear of his ago, and tho forty-tldnl of his nd/nn 
His sister Pulcheria, whose authority had been conlrolloil iioDi in (liVil 
and ecclesiastical affairs by the pornioioiis influonco of tlio (iiinucliH uus 
unanimously proclaimed empress of tho East; and Uio UoiniinH, foi* (luJ lirst 
time, submitted to a female reign. No sooner had Pnlchoria iiKociuh-d llm 
throne, than she indulged her own and ilio public rosojiLmmil, hy nn 
popular justice. Witlioufc any legal trial, tho ouniicb ClnyufudjiuM wi 
cuteu before the gates of the city; and tho iinmonso richoH whii’l ’ 
accumulated by the rapacious tavoiinto sowed only to huston air 
ins punishment. 


an ai’i. dI 
■•im nyi'- 
•ll liiid lu'rji 
UIkI (u jiiHliCy 


8UCCESSOUS OP TIIEODOSIUH 

Amidst the general acclamation of tho clorgv ami iHionli- iIh\ i. 
aid she ^ P^'Qindico and diaadvoutago to which imi’nix wan oxuLiui 

wa, qualiaeTtVreatotTLSfi’t 

.... 

m tm Irandied pieces o£ gold, wLh lifwi h ... 

passed nineteen years in th? domit fn. I, I'omnvcd (,[ a f,i™d. 11„ 

son Arckburius: followed those powStri'^''^ " 5 !''"',';' 

wars; and obtained, by their infliienco Uta 1?^'* 1 ^ 

senator. His mild disposihon ^^^ '-f I ' ilHmn and 

recommended Marckn to Hio estoom n i""'- 

ad seen, perhaps he had felt, tL iibiisofT f'}™"'’"f !»» puimim ' 1 ,,, 

tution, and ins own example gave weiiihl i 7*"“ ''l’l’>'eN'dv« ailininia- 
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princo to hia sword against the Vandals was ascribed to n secret 
promise, which had fonnorly been exacted from him when he was a captive 
ill the ijower of Geiiaorio. 

Tiie (IcfLtli of Marcian, after a reign of seven years, would have exposed 
the East to the danger of a jiopular election, if tlie superior weight of a 
single family liad nob been able to ineliue the balance in favour of the caii- 
didiito wlioso interest they suiipoiled. The patrician Aspar migiit Jiave 
placed the diadem on his own head, if ho would have subscribed the Nicene 
Creed. During three generations, the armies of the East were successively 
commanded by his father, by himself, and by his son Ardaburiiis; hia bar¬ 
barian guards formed a military force that overawed tlie palace and the 
capital j and the liberal distribuLioii of his itmuGiisc treasures rendered 
Aspar aa popular as ho was powerful. He recommended the obscure name 
of Leo of 'J’iiraco, a military tribune and the jiriiicipal steward of his house¬ 
hold. His iiominatioiL ^vaa unanimoualy ratified by the senate ; and the ser¬ 
vant of Aspar received the imperial crown from the hands of the patriarch 
or bisliop, who was iionnifctod to express, by tJiia uiuiaual ceroinoiiy, the suf¬ 
frage of the Deity (467). 

'riiia emperor, the first of the name of Leo, 1ms been diatiiiffuishod by the 
title of “l)io great” from a siiocmion of princes, who gj’adimlly fixed, in 
the opinion of the (Treoks, a very humblo standard of heroic or at least of 
royal porrootiou, Yot the tomporato firmness with wliich Leo resisted the 
o])prcssioii of his hoiLoCactor showed that he was conscious of Ins duty and of 
his pi’crogativo. When Leo had delivered himself from that ignomimous 
servitude, ho listened to the oomphviuts of the Italians ; resolved to extirpate 
the tyranny of the Vandals, and declared his alliance with Marcian’s son-iii- 
hiw Anthemius, whom ho solemnly invested with the diadem and purple of 
the West, 

[n all his puhllo doclarations the emperor Leo assumes the authority and 
professes tlio aiTcotiou of a fatlior, for Ins sou AnUioniius with whom he had 
divided Ulo administration of the universo. The situation and perhaps the 
chamotcr of Loo dissuaded him from exposing his person to the toils and 
chingers of an Afrioaii war. Hut tjjo iiowora of tho Easlcrn Jiinpire wore 
sLroiuunisly oxortod to doUver Italy and the Mediterranean from the Van¬ 
dals; and (Jonsoric, who had ho long oppressed both tlio land and sea, was 
tlircatcncd from overy sUlo with a forinidublQ invasion. Xho campaign 
was opened by hold and sucoossful ontorpriso of the prefect ITeraolius. 
The cxpGiiao of the naval armament, wliioli Leo sent against the Vandals, 
him been disiinotly ascertained; and tho ourions and instructive account dis¬ 
plays the wealth of tho declining onipiro. Tlio royal demosiies, or privato 
piiLriinoiiy of the princo, supplied seventeon Uiousand pounds of gold; forty- 
scvoii thdu.siuid pounchs of gold and seven hiiiulred thousand of silver were 
levied and paid into the treasury by tho proctorian prefects. But tlio cities 
were reduced to oxtromo poverty; and tho diligent calculation of fines and 
forfoiLurcH, as a valuable object of tho rovonuo, does nob suggest the idea of 
fi ju«t <jr moreifiil administration. 

Tlio whole oxponso, by whaUsoovor moans it was defrayed, of the African 
campaign amounted to tho sum of 130,000 pounds of gold^[uboiib d£6,200,000 
.stcrlingj, at a time when tho value of money appears, from tho compara- 
iLvo pi'ico of corn, to have been somewhat higher than in the present 
ago. 'ITio llcoi that sailed from Constantinople to Carthage consisted 
of 1113 shipa, and the number of soldiors and mariners exceeded 100,000 
men. llnsiliHiiUS, the brother of the empress Verina, was entrusted with this 
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imporlftnt command, Hie sister, the wife of Loo, had oxiiggcvalcd Ukj nuii-it, 
of his former exploits against the Scythians. Hut tho discovery of J)i.y 
or incapacity, was roserved for tlie African War; anil liis IVionilH could oiily 
save his military reputation by assorting that ho had coiispiroil with Aspiir 
to spare Genseric, and to betray tlio last hope of tho W’ostoin lOiiijiiro. 

He retiu'ned to Constantinople with tho loss of inoro than hiilf of Jus Jl( 5 (,i, 
and army, and sheltered his guilty head in tho ganctimiy of Si. Sopliin, till 
hia sister, by her tears and entreaties, could obfeiiu hia pardon from tho indi<r. 
nant emperor. Leo confunned and dishonoured his roigii liy tlie porlidious 
murder of Aspar and his sous, who too rigorously oxaolcd Llm debt ol‘ /yruti- 
tude and obedience. The inberitanco of Leo and of ilio KnsL wuh jiiiiun'iLbly 
devolved on his infant grandson, Leo JI, tlio son of his dauglilor Arhuliio ; imll 
her Isauriaii husband, the fortunate Trasoaliasona, oxcliiingnd that l»iii-l)!irfiurt 
sound for the Grecian appellation of 55eno. After the decease of tlio oldm* 
Leo, he approaclied with unnatural respect tlio throiio of liis hoii, liiiinlily 
received as a gift the second rank in the empire, and soon uxoitmi Llin imhlio 
suspicion on the sudden and promaturo death of liis young colbuvgui', wlinsn 
life could no longer promote the success of his ninbition. Hut thd jtitlmti 


jiounoed a sentence of deposition agaiimt tlio wo: 
servant on whom she alone had bestowed tho scoptro of tho IOuhI-. 

As soon as she sounded a rovoli in tho oars of Zoiio, ho Diy] u’ilh 
preoimtation into the mouutams of Isauria, and her hrollior JhiHiJi/imm 
aheady infamous by his African expedition, was uiiuninmimh' iinmJiuDHui 
by the servile senate, But the reign of the usurper was slitnd. iiiiil Vinhiilnni 
Basilisoug presumed to assassinate tho lovor of Kin m,s(i*r: Im djurd h, 
offend the lover of hia wHc, tho vain and inaolont Ilarinaliu;,. whl, jn i 
inidsfc of Asiatic luxury, affected tho dress, tlio doiuonaom', iiml Mm Mumiunm 
conspiracy of tho malcontents, Zoiio m-on hm,' idled fr,im 
exilej and the armies, tlie capital, tlio poraoii of ila.siliHmm n'lirn Iteivuvi,) 

and hia wholo family was condemned to tho long agony of (mhl luid I n , ’ 
by the inhuman conqueror who wanted courage 

m a fruitless rebellion, which, .UoSir u jL r • 

predicted by Christian hermits 'mr? na« ^ ^ Muutjfn, hiul hcmi 

afflielod by tho passlsofVerirte^^ ''bist w„„ 

hy the female virtues of lulMness and fiS ll.tV'n'"’'?? '' 

bis eiile, and after his restoration ahomn& I,' i" b»Hlmiii| 

mother On the decease of Co IS "f bm- 

the widow of an emperor, gave hsr hVnTtfn ■ the iiml hor, «,„| 

« aged domestic of the palL .... 

seven years, and whose ohiiracter is XZd l) “'"''atimi ali.ivu lw„i,t,y. 
pie: Heigii ns you have lived I ” 6 ‘ ““Immitiim »!' tlio j 

cIaimertlie^hire“Zl\S )-'ingin,i„ 

rears war beginning in 491 wa the U f'*'' ''• A li 

lesnlt. (,onsi.anl,n„i,l„ I',bod tlio 
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sceiio foi‘ several bloody riota, especially ^Ylleu, after a decisive victory of tlie 
troops (it Oolyfciim in 493, Anastasius issued an edict expelling the Isaurians 
from the capital. The adlieronts of the banished nation Icept up desultory 
lighting until in 496 l/Ongiiius and liLs brother were taken. ^I\\q laaurian 
War Avus the temporary ruin of Asia Minor, and tlio Persian monarch Kobad 
found it no dilUcult task to seize Martyropolia, Ainida, and other Armeiiian 
strongholds in 603. Tho cause of lliis lioatilo act is a inattor of dispute; 
it may have been that the emperor refused a payment promised by Leo, or 
Anastasius may have declined to grant Kobad a loan he Avished to raise. The 
consoquenoQ of this Avar miglil have beou most serious for the emigre had 
not the Huns invaded Persia at this critical luomonfc, Kobad Avas noAV anxious 
to suQ for peace, tho more so since the new Roman general Celor Avas fast 
undoing tho niiatakcs of his predecessor, Hypatius. The treaty was signed 
i]i 505. Tho next foAV years are mnrhed chiefly Antli the revolt of Vitaliiin, 
tho Goth. In 514 ho attempted to seize the tliroiie, but Anastasnis brought 
liim to torm,s Avith tlio oflicc of magister milituin of T'hrace, and ti present of 
money. 


JUSTIN I 

Justin I is said to have boon (wi illiterate Illyrian peasant, who, with two 
other peasants of tho aaino village, deserted for the profession of arms the 
moro useful oinploymont of huabandmon or aliopliorda. On foot, Avith a 
scanty proviaion of bisouit in their knapsacks, the three youtlis folloAved tho 
high road to Constantinople, and Avoro soon enrolled, for their Btrengtli and 
stature, among the guards of tho emperor Loo. 

Under tho two succeeding reigns, the fortunnto peasant emerged to wealth 
and lionoursj and his osoaiio from some dangers Avliich threatened his life 
Avas afterwards ascribed to tho guardian angel Avho Avatches over tho fato of 
kings. l-Iis long and laudable service in tho Isaurian and Persian Avars Avould 
not have preserved from oblivion tho namo of Justin; yet thoy might Avarraiifc 
tho military promotion which in tho counso of fifty years he gradually ob- 
laiiiod —the j’linlc of tribune, of count, and of general, the dignity of senator, 
and tho coimnaud of tho guards, who obeyed liiin as their chief at the impor¬ 
tant crisis Avhon the omperor Anastasius AVas removed from the world. The 
]KnvGi’ful Icin.smGii, Avlioin ho had raisod and cnriclicd, Avere oxoludecl from 
the throne; and tlio eunuch Amanlius, avIio reigned in tliQ palace, had Becretly 
resolved to fix the diadem on the hoad of tho most obsequious of his creatares. 
A liberal donative, to ooiieiliiito tlio suffrage of the guards, was entruMted for 
that pui’poso in tho hands of thoir commander. But these Avoiglity arguments 
wovo iroiiohorously omployotl by Justin in his own favour j and as no com¬ 
petitor presumed to aqiiiear, tlio Diioian pca.sant Avns invested Avith tho purple, 
by tho uiuiiiiinouH consent nf the Koldiors, avIio know him to be bravo and 
gentle, of tho clergy and people, who boliovod him to bo orthodox, and of 
tlio provincials, who yielded a blind and implicit siibmiBsion to the will of 
tho capital.' 

Tho older Justin, ns ho is distinguished from anothor emperor of the same 
family mid name, ascoiidod tho Byzanlino ihrono at tho ago of sixty-eight 
years; and, had lio boon left to his own guidance, every moment of a niiio 
yoar.s’ reign must have exposed loliissubjoets tho impi’opriety of their clioice. 
Ilis ignoranoo avus similar to that of Theodorio 5 and it is remarkable tJiat in 
an ago not destitute of learning two contemporary monarchs had never been 
in.structod in tbo knoAvledge of tho alphabet. But tho genius of Justin was 
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^ 1 -w f tKft flotMo tiuKi the expoi-ionccs of a Holdioi’hml uoL 
far inferior to tlmt of tt\o ^ . » pnimrOi anti, Uiou^^h por.soniiHy hruvc', 

qualified him for the gover^ naturally utiondud with doubt, 

the consciousness of his ow * ollicial inisiiuiss of lb(? Htiiltj 

distrust, 

was diligently of his nopliow .hmiiuiiui, an 

aged emperor ^Ldopted J 1 ^ HoliLudi) of Diuim, 

tt%mitrA®Ztol.a.lboen deteiulocl of l,i.s .nonoj-, illHicmm, 
iiece Zv to deprivo Mm of Ms life. The task was easily a.uaM.ii.lmlioil I y 
throharse of areal or fletiUoiis conspimoy; and llio Jud;'OS woro iiiliaiiu!il, 
as an acoumiilation of guilt, tliat he wns secretly addicted to 1 ui Aliilueliieiin 

here Y Aimutius lost his heaA; tlireo of hm cinnpaiiuma, tbo lirs dunu'stiru 
neTth;y. uc -inoflt m* pviln : imd beir niJor- 


The ruin ot Vitauaii was a worit fuuiu .. 

Gothic chief lind rendered himself popular bv Iho ciyjl wsiv wlueb hu bol|n.\ 
waged against Anastaaiua for the dcioncoof tho orthodox fiiilb, uiiil, alloi 
the conclusion of nn advantageous treaty, ho still roniiHimd ni IJio 
hood of Constantinople, at the head of a fonnidaldo and vicLoruutH ni'iiiy 
of barbarians. By the frail security of oaths, ho was toinptod io rdiiniuish 
this advantageous situation, and to trust liis person within tho uullu uf jt 
city wlioao inhabitants, partionlarly tho blue fuctioii, wore artfully inouimod 
against him by the romeuibranco even of lus pioiw IiOHiililien. Thu eni)KU ur 
and his nephew embraced him as tho faitliful mid worthy (-Imuipiim of Iho 
chiu'ch and state, and gratefully adorned their favouiito w-ilh Urn liiloH of 
consul gcnoralj but in tho seventh mouth of his cousulHliip, Vilulinii won 
stabbed with seventeen wounds at tho royal hauquotj uud .luHliiiiun, who 
inherited the spoil, was accused us tho assassin of a splriLiud broibcr, lo 
whom he had recently pledged his faith in tho participalion of Llio (liihdinn 
mysteries. 

After the fall of his rival, ho was promoted, without nny (ilniiu of mili¬ 
tary service, to the office of master-gcuoral of llio oasLurn luinii'n, wliinii 
it was ills duty to lead into the field against the public oniMiiy. Hul, in 
the pursuit of fame, .Tustiiiian iiiiglib huvo lost his prosnnl. dmuinion ii\ cr lb- 

^ 1 1 fl" 1 •• 1 ii.i< 


age and weakness of his undo; and iimtoad of acipiiviiig by .Siiyiblnii nr 
Persian trophies the ap) 3 laii 80 of his countrymoii, tho priuhmi warrior nolirilnd 
their favour in tho churches, tho circus, and tho soiiulc nC (biiisliuilinupla. 
The Catholics were attached to tho nophow of Jnslin, wlm, Initwioii llin 
Ncstorian and Eutychian heresies, trod tho narrow path of inllcxililc mnl 
intolerant orthodoxy. 

In the first days of the new reign, ho prompUid and griililii'd llio inqiulur 
enthusiasm against the memory of tho dccoaHcd ompm-or. After u nrliiniii 
of thirty-four years, he reconciled tlic proud and angry Hpiril of (ho Ihmiiin 
pontiff, and spread among tho Latins a favonrahlo ropovl of bis jiionu i rM))i!i:l. 
lor the apostolic see. The thrones of tho East wore filial with (hlliolm 
bishops devoted to his interests, the clergy and the inoulcH woi'o paiiinl liy 
bis hberahty, and the people wei-c taught to jnniy for their fiilmv 

religion. Tho maguiluHomo of .luntiniau 

w SDcetudoH, an olmud not 

less sacied and important m tho eyes of Llio muUiludu Ihiiii Dir /‘jrfil of 
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Nicstea or Chalcedoii; the expense of his consulship was esteemed at 288i000 
pieces of gold; twenty lions and thirty leopards were produced at the same 
time in the amphitheatre, and n numerous train of horses, with their rich 
trappings, was bestowed aa an extraordinary gift on the viotorioiis charioteers 
of the circus. 

While he indulged the people of Constantinople, and received the addresses 
of foreign kings, the nephew of Jnatin assiduously eviltivated the friendship of 
tliG senate. Tliat venerable name seemed to qualify its members to declare the 
sense of the nation, and to regulate the succession of the imperial throne; 
the feeble Anastasiii.s liad permitted the vigour of government to degener¬ 
ate into the form or substance of an aristocracy; and the military oflicera who 
had obtained the senatorial rank were followed by their domestic guards, a 
band of veterans whose arms or acclamations might fix in a tumultuous mo¬ 
ment tliQ diadem of the East. The treasures of the state were lavished to 
procure the voices of the senators ; and their unanimous ^vish, that lie would 
bo pleased to adopt Justinian for his colleague, was conunuiiicatod to the 
emperor. But this request, AvhicU too clearly admonished him of his 
approaching end, was unwelcome to the jealous temper of an aged monarch, 
desirous to retain tlie power which ho was incapable of exercising 5 and 
Justin, lidding his purple with both his hands, advised them to prefer, since 
an election was so profitable, some older candidate. 

Nolwitlifttauding this reproach, the senate proceeded to decorate Justinian 
with tlio royal epithet of noHlmimtts; and their decree wns ratified by the 
affecUon or the feai's of his uncle. After some Unie the languor of inlud and 
body to wliioh ho was reduced by aa incurable wound in Itis thigli, indispen¬ 
sably required the aid of a guardian. Ho summoned the patriaroh and sena¬ 
tors; and in tlicir prosence solonmly placed the diadem on the head of his 
nephew, wlio was conducted from llio palace to the circus, and saluted by 
tlio loud and joyful applause of Iho people. I'ho life of Justin was pro¬ 
longed about roiir mouths, but from the iiislanl of this ceremony he wns 
coiisidorod as dead to the oinpiro, which acknowledged Justinian, in the 
forty-fifth your of his ago, for the lawful sovereign of the Eaal.^ 


CHAPTER III. JUSTINIAN AND THEODORA 
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In the exercise of supreme power, tlio Arat act of Juaiiniiin wuh to tUviih^ 
it Mrith the woman whom he loved, the fnmouH Tlicodorii, -whoHti Mtnni|p» ('lovii- 
tion cannot be applauded aa the triumph of foinalo virtue. IJiulcr 1 ho 
of Auastaaius, the care of tlie wild bcaats maiiitaiuod b,y thu prooii fiudhui at 
Constantinople was entrusted to Acaciua, u mitivo 4)'f tlio islo of (lyj)ruM, 
who, from his employment, was suvnaiued tho inaHlor ui ilia l)i!urH. ' 'I’Iuh 
honourable office was given after his death to anolhcv (aiudiilivlo, 
fltanding the diligence of his widow, who hud already provided a huHhiinil 
and a successor. 

Acaciua had left three daughters, Coniilo, Theodora, imtl AiiiiMtusiu, tlio 

eldest of wimni did Tint fibAn nYr>r>(v1 ilia nmwtf Qi«vm> iriM.vu fU... ....1. 


.uciu uuuiompt, me oiues wuu compasHioii 5 and thin (liHin-cinu*, 
which sunk deep into the mind of Theodora, was fell !(>»;>• ni’lnrwent'j ij) jJjo 
administration of the empire. As they improved in ago mid lii'iuily, Iho Ihnsii 
paters were successively devoted to the puhllo and indvulu phmsuroH cf dm 

the dress of a slave, with a stool on her head, was at lonidh nnnniUnl lo 
her .mtependont talente, Sho noilhcv a.mco,l, n.,/;,;,, / , 1 ,; ,1 

0 tho flute i to skill was oonfmod to tlio iiimtoinimu uHs j «l 

. 

!asjag rg!g>' !^<^^ 

ridstliatwecaimoTS C 'l' 

Of adulation. He adLitf how^v.^ iW '’'dhumuHn. 

of vision. oitl„... 

-s flesiiiiefl to fleecue tife spouse ''t;;::::;::,,?:? 
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her approaoliing greatness, alia returned from Paphlagonia to Constanti¬ 
nople ; assumed, like a skilful actress, a more decent oliaraeter; relieved her 
poverty by the laudable industry of spinning wool; and afL'ecLecl ii life of 
chastity and solitude in a annill house, which she afterwards changed into a 
magniiioeul temple. Her beauty, assisted by art or accident, soon attracted, 
captivated, and fixed tlie patrician Justinian, who already reigned with 
absolute sway under the name of his iinolo. Perhaps sho contrived to en¬ 
hance the value of a gift which she had so often lavished on the meanest of 
mankind; perhaps sho inflamed, at first by modest dGla 3'8 and at last by 
sensual allaremoiits, tJie desims of a lover who from riature or devotion was 
addicted to long vigils and ahsteinious diet. When his first transports bad 
subsided, she still maintained the same iisceiidaiit over his mind, by tlie 
more solid merit of temper and understanding. Justinian delighted to 
ennoble and enrich the object of his affection j the treasures of tJie East 
wero poured at her feet, and the nephew of Justin was determined, perhaps 
by religions scruples, to bestow on his concubine the sacred and legal char- 
actor of a wife. Ilut the laivs of Homo expressly prohibited the marriage of 
a senator with any female who liad been dishonoured by a servile origin or 
theatrical proCes.siou; the empress, a barbarian of riistio manners but of irre¬ 
proachable virtue, refused to accept a prostitute for lier niece. 

Those obstacles wero removed by the inflexible constancy of Justinian. 
Ho patiently expooLed the death of the empress; ha despised tlie tears of 
liis mother, who soon sank under the weight of her aftliction; and a law was 
promulgated in the name of the emperor Justin, ivhich abolished the rigid 
jurispi'udenco of antiquity. A glorious repentance (the words of the edict) 
was left open for tlio unlmppy females wlio had prostituted their persons on 
Ihc theatre, and tliey wore jiormilled to contract a legal nnioii ivith Lire most 
illustrious of the Homans. This indulgence wsis speedily followed by the 
solemn nuptials of Justinian and Tlioodora; lior dignitv was gradually 
exalted with that of her lover; and, as soon as Justin had invested his 
iiopliew with tlio purple, tlie patriarcli of Constantinople placed the diadoiu 
on the heads of the omporor and empress of the East. But the usual honours 
wblcli tlie severity of lloman manners had allowed to the wives of princes 
could not satisfy cither the ambition of Theodora or the fondness of Justin¬ 
ian. Ho sealed her on the throne as an equal and indopendent colleague in 
the sovereignty of the cmxhro, and an oath of allegianco was imposed on the 
governors of tho provincoa in the joint names of Justinian and Theodora. 
The oaslern world fell prostiuLo before tho genius and fortune of the 
dauglUer of Aciicius. 

Hor private hours wove devoted to tho iirudont tis well us grateful care 
of her beauty, the luxury of the bath and tabic, and the long slumbor of tho 
evening and the niorning. Her secret apartments were occuincd by the 
favourite women and oumiohs, whose interests and passions slio indulged at 
tlio expense of jiLstice ; thu moat illusiriona x^ersonage-s of the .slate were 
crowded into a dark and sultry anlechamber, and when at hat, after tedious 
attendance, they were admitted to Mss tho feel of Theodora, they expe¬ 
rienced, as lier humour might auggesb, the silent arrogance of an emxn’ess 
or tlio capricious levity of a comedian. Hor raimcioms avnrico to accumiihite 
an iiiinienso treasure may bo excused by the aiixirelionaion of her husband’s 
deatli, which could leave no alternative between ruin and the llirone ; and 
fear as well as ambition might exasperate Theodora against two generals 
who, during a malady of tho cinporor, had rashly declared that they wero 
not disposed to acquicsco in tho choice of tho capital. 
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the history op the eastern lilMlHR]'. 

1 ^ /i.-nfllfv reOHffilftJlfc OVOll to luil' SfiCUir vicoHi lllVH 

But tlie reproach of oiii y, ^ n •■phoodora. llor iiuuiorous Hpiim 

left an indelible stam on acUoii or word, or look injurioUH to 

observed, and zealously repor , y uccuged wore oust into lior poonliiir 
their royal ‘ rumourod Ihat Lho 

prisons, .^iniiroe bad been inflicted in iho presinuio of u fiiinalo 

torture of the rack, pity. Soino of tliOHO Uuh.iiM.y 

perXd bi deep unwholesLe clungoouH, wbilo otherM wnro i.erniittnd, 
after tlie loss of their limbs, their reiison, or tliouj fortnno, to 
world the living inoiiuniGiits of her vengeanco, winch wna omninnnly oxtiiiidinl 
to die children^of those whom ahe had fluspeelcd or injiivod. 1 ho or 

bishop whose death or exile Theodora had pronounoud, wiis dtilivoioci to ii 
trusty messenger, and his diligence was quickoned by a inoH.MUgo froiU lior 
own mouth: "If you fail in the execution of my conmnilulH, I HWOiiv by 
Him who liveth forever, that your skin shnll bo^ flayed from your imdy. 

If the creed of Theodora liad not been tainted witli horcHy, luu' oxom- 
plarv devotion might have atoned, hi tho opinion of lior coiitoiniKimraw, 
for pride, avarice, and cruelty. But if she employed lior iiifluoiiou In UHSiiugn 
the intolerant fury of the emperor, tho present ago will allow S(»um merit 
to her religion, and much indulgence to her spooulativo orrorH. I Jie luiiim 
of Theodora was introduced, with eaual honour, in all tlio pioiiH ami eliurj- 
table foundations of Justinian 5 and tlio most bonovolont iimtlLidioii of biw 
reign may be ascribed to the sympathy of tho oinproas for Imr Iohm fortmiaio 
sisters. A palace, on the Asiatic side of tho Bosponw, was ucniverliMl into a 
stately and spacious monastery, and a liberal maintonaiieo wmh miHigiu'd to 
five hundred women, who had been collected from lho HtreetH ainl l)i*i>l1ipln 
of Constantinople. In this safe and holy rolreat they wnru iluvnli'd to pm** 
petual conflnement} and tlie despair of some, who tlirew tluuiuiolviiH lunuU 
long into the sea, was lost in the gratitude of tho penlionU, who Imd lioioi 
delivered from sin and misery by their gone rou.s bonofiieti'OHH. 'Tho prudi'ucn 
of Theodora is celebrated by Justinian iiimselfj and bis Iuwh ivvu atti’iliuloil Id 
the sage counsels of his most reverend wife, whom bo had rooi'ivi'd aw tlio gi l’(. 
of the Deity. Her courage was displayed amidst the tumult of tho juioplo 
and tho terrors of the court. Her chastity, from tho innnumt of Imr union 
with Justinian, ia founded on tho silence of hor inqilaeablo ommiie.s. 

The wishes and prayers of Theodora could novor obtain tlio liloaiiiiig of 
a lawful son, and she buried an infant daughter, tho Holo oUhtiriiig of lii'r 
marriage. Notwithstanding this disajj^jointmont, Iier dominion was juirma- 
nent and absolute; she preserved, by art or merit, iho alVootioiiM of .Iim- 
tmian ; and their seeming dissensions wore alwayn fatal to Llui courlh'rH wlin 
beUeved them to be sincere, l^erhaps hor health luul boon iinpiun’il by I lio 
licentiousness of her youth; but it was always dolicato, ftud slio wiin dirootml 
by her pJiysiciaijs to use the Pythian warm hutlis. In Huh iouniov, l.lin 
empress followed by the prmlorian prefect, tlw great trofimiror, Kovoral 
counts and patricians, and a splendid train of four tlioiiHuiul ullomlantH. 
ii e highways were repaired at her approach, a palace wuh oreolod for lior 
reception; and aa she passed through Bithynin, she diKtriliuUHl lil.onil ubuH 
hea^^ f njopsterios, nnd tho hospitals, that tlioy might Impioro 
V 'rof tr I-Wi'ily-I''mi'll. 

ly , can ST’ “E l.or roifr„, „l,o wum 

the room oVa tb^ ?• loss was aoplorod ])y lior ).nsl)iu.(l, wliu, in 

..oUrvSgt of lltta ■"■eWlmvo soloolod lho imroHl and n.uat 
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THE FACTIONS OF THE CIRCUS 

A material difference may be observed in tlie games of antiquity; the 
most eminent of the Greeks were actors, the Romans were merely spectators. 
The Olympic stadium was open to wealth, merit, and ambition j and if the 
candidates could depend on tlieir personal skill aud activity they might pur¬ 
sue the footsteps of Diomede and Menelaus, and conduct their owii horses in 
the rapid career. Ten, twenty, forty chariots were allowed to start at the 
same instant; a crown of leaves was the reward of the victor, and his fame, 
with that of his family and country, 
was chanted in lyric strains more 
durable tlian inoiinments of brass 
and marble. But a senator, or oven 
a oiti'icn, oonsoions oi his dignity, 
would have blushed to expose bis 
person or his horses in the circus of 
Rome. Tlio games wore exhibited, 
at the expense of tlie republic, the 
inagiatratcs, or the emperors; but 
the reins were abandoned to servile 
liaiids; and if the profits of a favour¬ 
ite oliariotoor somotimes exceeded 
those of an advocate, they must bo 
considered as the offocLs of popular 
oxiravagnneo and tlio high wages of 
a disgraceful profession. The race, 
in its first institution, was a simple 
contosb of two chariots, whoso driv¬ 
ers were distinguished by white and 
red liveries; two additional colours, 
a liglit green and a cerulean blue, 
were afterwards introducod; and as 
the races were ropoalod twenty-live 
times, one hundred cbnriota contrib¬ 
uted in the saino day to the pomp of the circus. The four factions soon 
acquired a legal establishment, and a mysterious origin, and thoir fanciful 
oolour.s were derived from tJio various appearancea of natnro in the four sea¬ 
sons of tlio year; the red dog-star of summer, the anows of winter, the deep 
shades of autumn, and the cheerful vorduro of the spring. 

Another interpretation jireforrcd tho olcinonls to the seasons, and the 
Htruggle of the green and blue was supposed to repreaent tho conniot of tho 
earth and sou. T’licir reapoctivo victories aniioimced cither a plentiful har¬ 
vest or a pros 2 ) 0 rou 8 navigation, and tho hostility of the ImsbaiKlmen and 
mariners was somewhat less absurd than ilic blind ardour of tho Roman 
people, who dovoted their lives and fortuuos to tlie colour which they had 
eapoused. Such folly was disdained and indulged by the wisest princes; 
)ml tho names of Caligula, Nero, VitelUiia, Verns, Commoclus, Caracalln, 
wnd ElRgabalviS were enrolled in the blue qc green faetloiw of the Gircusi 
tlioy frequented thoir .stables, applauded Uioir favourites, chastised their 
autagoiiisty, and deserved the esteom of tlia populace by the natural or 
alfoolod imitation of their manners.^ The bloody and tumultuous contest 
continued to disturb the public foaUvityi till the Inst ago of the spectacles of 
Romo; and Theodoric, from a motive of justice or affection, interposed his 


iuiriaaiifiiii 





ifiAnminn 

mnmnrtM 

iupss 

Kmnjfmraj^ 

S 

- 1 



CoATH OF MAir., vuRY icAiir.Y Period 




70 

authority to 
cian 
( 

Home 


the UrSl’OBY OB I'lIE BAS'fEW KlttnUE 

. ilm violeilOO (»f ii {Hill, iv Jiati'i- 

lonty to Uio bliio fiictiou ni the ciroviM. 

^Yho were passionately ft 0 ^ vii'lnoH, o^ iiiK'-ioiit 

i,ume; and the UiiUor the rci'gn of Anastusiiis, t/im pop- 

redoubled fm'y in the iipp j- •* and tho gretuis, who iiiul tn'sH'li- 

ular tazy was inflamed by nuissm-.ml, 

eroiisly Goncealecl ' thoiisand o£ theii-’ >Jbro adversurioH. l''foin tim 

at a solemn mid cities of the Ihmt, 

capital this ^ two colours producod two HtrooK and lr^o(^OIt- 

noSir dteonsions, fm.iided on flio moal, serious iiiioi'osl, m- linly Jirc -cnc.o, 
Lvc scarcely equalled the obstinacy of tlua wanton disoonl, whnh ii\ .idi A 
the peace of families, divided friends and brothors, and lenilitrd tim h'limlo 
aex^thouKh seldom seen in tlio circus, to csnoiiso tho nmlMintionH of Ihon- 

lovers or to conbradiefc the wishes of Ihcirhuabamls. , , , , , 

Every law, either human or divine, was trnniplod nndor inni, mid iih loiqr 
as the party was sucGeasfuUls deliulod followors anpouimd cai’oloMH nf puvalu 
distress or public calamity. XIio license, without the Ireudom ol <lnom.-nir,y 
was revived at Antioch and Constantinoplo, and the Hinqiort of it (iiction 
became necessary to every caudidato for civil or eoolosmHlicid liniiourH. 
A secret attachment to tho family or sect of AnasliiHiuH was nnjmlr.l U) 
the greonsj tho blues wore zoalouely devoted to tlio emmo of ordiodo'cy imd 
Jiiatmiaii, and their grateful patron protected, above live yiuira, llio ilmoi dri'M 
of a faction whose seasonable tumults overawed the piilnon, tho HCiiiiil.o, imil 
the capitals of the East. Insolent with royal favour, tho hlnoH idToolod lo 
iitrikc terror by a peoiilim’ and barbaric dress —the lon;,^ Jiair of Dm IftniM, 
their close sleeves nud ample gnrmenta, a lofty step, ainl a HoiionmH viiico. 

In the day they conceidod their two-cdgocl poniurdH, Iml in Dio !iii!:lili Dioy 
boldly ftssemblecl in arms, and in iimnorous bands, pn'jiarod for ovi'ry not of 
violence and rapine. Tlioir adversaries of tlio green faction, oi' evon iiiof- 
fensivc citizens, were stripped and often murdered by Lliosc nooliii'iiiil rob¬ 
bers, and it became dangeroua lowcar any gold buUoJiH or ginlliis, nr to 
appear at a late hour in tho streets of a poucofiil oupital, A ilui’iii};' Hpiri(., 
rising with impunity, proceeded to violate the safoguard o/' t»rivato inmnes ; 
and fire was employed to facilitate the attack or lo conc.t'ni llui (‘I'iiiii'M of 
those factious rioters. No place was safe or .suorod frenu tlicir dcproihil umii; 
to gratify either avarice or revenge, they profusely spilt Iho l)loii(l of tho 
innocents churches and altars were piolliitod by aU’och)nH iniinlci’H : luid it 
was the boast of the assassins that their doxterity cmild idivnyM iiilliot ii 
mortal wound with a single stroke of their dagger. 

The dissolute youth of Coiisljintinoplo adopted the Idnoh very ol' diMU-doj'; 
the Jaw.s were silent, and the bonds of society were rola'usd ; crotliturH wero 
compelled to resign their obligations, judges to rcvcnviO tliclr m'ldritco, 
masters to enfranchise their slaves, fathci-s to supply Ihc {ixh'iivagiuicn of 
their children; noble matrons were prosliLuLod to tho'hi.st of Ihcii’ mU'Mmhi; 
beautiful hoys were torn from the arms of their pareiilM ; ami u’ivc's, iiiilcHU 
they preferred a voluntary death, were ravished In thopvcsmuM) of tliidr Iuim- 
bands. The despair of the greens, who were pm-sdonied l.y ilmir cmiuiicM 
mid deserted by the mngistraiB, assumed ilw priviiugo of dunuicc, iHwIiiinM of 
retaliation; hut those who survived tlie combat were drugged to cxcouthiii, 
unhappy fugitives, escaping to woods iind cavcruri, proved ivitli.inl, 
mere} on the society from whence they wore expelled. 'J'hoso iiiIiukUu'h of 
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jusbice who had courago to punish the crimes and to bravo tho resentment 
of the bines, became the victims of their indiscreet zeal; a prefect of Coii- 
atantinople fled for refuge to the lioly sepulchre; a count of the East was 
ignorainiously whipped, and a governor of Cilicia weis hanged, by tho order 
of Theodora, on the tomb of two assassins whom ho had condemned for the 
murder of his groom and a daring attack upon his own life. 

All aspiring caiididato may be tempted to build his greatness on tlie pub¬ 
lic confusion, but it is the interest as well as duty of a sovereign io maintain 
tlie authority of the laws. Tho first edict of Justinian, which was often 
repeated and aomotiines executed, announced liis firm resolution to support 
tho innocent, and to ohastiso tho guilty, of every denomination and colour. 
Yet the balance of justice was still inclined in favour of tlio blue faction, by 
tho secret affection, tlie habits, and tlio fears of the emperor; his equity, after 
an apparent struggle, submitted, withoutroluctaiice, to tlia implacable passions 
of Theodora, and the empress never forgot, or forgave, the injuries of the 
comedian. At the accession of the younger Justin, the proclamation of 
equal and rigorous justice indirectly condoiiuied the partiality of the former 
reigns. » Ye hluea, Justinian is no more 1 ye groens, lie is still alive 1 ” 

A sedition, which almost laid Constaiitinoiile in ashes, was excited by the 
mutual hatred and momentary reconciliation of the two factions. In the 
fifth year of Ms reign, Justinian celebrated tho festival of the ides of Janu¬ 
ary : the games were incessantly disturbed by tho clamorous discontent of 
the greens j till the twenty-second race, tho emperor maintained his silent 
gravity; at length yielding io liis impatience, lie condescended to hold, in 
abrupt sontoucos and by tho voice of a crier, tho most singular dialogue that 
over passed between a princo and his subjects. 

Tiio first coniifiaiiits woro respectful and modest; they accused the aub- 
ordinalo ministora of oppression, and proclaimed their wishes for the long 
life and victory of tho emperor. “Bo patient and attentive, ye insolent 
rtvilors,” exclaimed Justinian; “bo mute, yo Jews, )Sainaritans> and Maui- 
chaians ! ” The greens still attempt to aivakon liis compassion. “ We are 
poor, wo aro innocent, we aro injured, wo dare not pass through tho streets : 
a general iiorsecution is exercised against our name and colour, hot us die, 
0 emporor ! but let us die by your command, and for your service 1 ” But 
tho repetition of partial and passionate invectives degraded, in. their eyes, 
the majesty of tlio purple ; Uioy renounced ftllegiaiico to the prinoe who 
refused justice to his people ; lainonted that tlio father of Justinian liud been 
born 3 and branded his son with tho opprobrious names of homicide, an ass, 
and a perjured tyrant. “ Do you despise your lives ? ” cried tho indignant 
moiiarcli. Tho blues rose with fury from tlioir seals ; their hostile clamours 
thundered in the liippodrome ; and tlioir adversaries, deserting the unequal 
contest, spread terror and despair through tho streets of Constantinople. 

A military force, which had been dospatcliod io tho aid of the civil magis¬ 
trate, was fiercely encountered by an armed multitude, whose luimbors and 
boldness continually increased; and tho Heruli, tho wildest barbarians in 
the service of the empire, overbnrnod tho priests and their relics, which, from 
a pious motive, had been rashly interposed to separate tho bloody conflicb. 
Tho tumult was exasperated by tliis sacrilege ; the people fought with enthu¬ 
siasm in the cause of God; tlio women from tho roofs and windows showered 
stones on tlio bonds of tlie soldiers, ^yho darted flrehranda against the houses ; 
and tho various fimiiGs, which had been kindled by tho hands of citizens and 
strangers, spread without control over the face of the oily. Tho oonflngrni- 
tion involved tho cathedral of St. Sophia, the baths of ZDUxi 2 :»pus, a part of 
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.-'r r: scn-ci—' 

from tho clmi'dies and stately eddiccH worn doHlroyoit, 


auciisumicouiiiu.-^ , dui'iiiff ivo dnyn, 

'‘"TVnnlis trUinUilmnt hhws and d.wi.nial- 

Aaloiigfi t K„ur.iri wH.li tlift samo indilTcrciico llu) disoidm'H 


Sirniisen'. The peaceful murmiu-a of tlio pcoj)lo would liivvu 1kh!ii (Iihvu- 
fiarded; they were heard with respect whoa the m v was i.i Hu.noa; Ma^ 
qaiBstoi- and the prefect were instantly vcmovccl, and iliuu- ulliui-H . 
by two eanatora of blameless integrity. After 


were filled 
HHUMl, .IUH“ 


tiiousn aoieimuy pronounucu lu mu — ..-y ^ . ... . ..... ... 

emperor, alarmed by tlioir distrust,rctreatoa with iirccilntiitien In iJie Hti-niig 

fortress of the palace. , 

The obstinacy of the tumult was now imputed to a noernt and lunnihoiiH 
conspiracy, and. a suspicion was outortained that the insurgenlK, niuru eMpe- 
cially the green faction, had been supplied with nrin.snud inontW l>y 1 lypnl inf^ 
and Pompoius, two patricians, who could noitliov forget with lioiomr )i(*r^ iv- 
jnomber with safety, that they woro Uio nephowH of tlio (unjau-Dr A imstiuduH. 
Capriciously truatod, disgraced, and pardoned by tfio joidoun luvify of Ifm 
monarch, they had appeared as loyal servantshoforo llio tlirono 5 and during 
ilve days of the tumult they were dclainod na iinporlnnl lioHliiguH! IJII at 
length, the fears of Justiuian prevailing over his prutloiiuo, lui \’iimud tlui 
two brothers in the light of spies, porliapo of aHHusHiiiH, und Htunily uinii' 
manded them to depart from tho palnco. 

After a fruitless representation that obcdionco niiglit hnid lo invuliinlui'y 
treason, they retired to their houses, iind in tUo ninriiing of ihu nixlh diiy 
llypiitiiia was surrounded and seized by the people, who, j'ogardlcHfi of bin 
virtuous resistance and tho tears of his udCo, trniiaporUKl tlioir fiivmirilo Iti 
the forum of Constantine, and, instead of a diiulcin, phiood a rii-li oulliu' nn 
Ids head. If the usurper, who iiftenvards pleaded tho nmviL of lii.s delay, 
had complied with the advice of liis senate and urged the fury ul llio iiiulLi- 
tilde, their first irresistible ciTort might liavo opprosaod or cxpollod bin tnuu- 
hling competitor. The Byzaiitinopalace onjoyed afroo communioutiiui with 
the seaj vessels lay ready at tho gardon stairs; and a OoeroL roHolnlion iviiu 
already formed to convey the emperor with his family and tiviiHiinm In a 
safe retreat, at some distance from the capital. 

Jiiatiniflii was lost, if the prostitute whom Iio raised fruiu iJm Ibralni Imd 
not renounced the timidity as well as the virtues of her sox. In tlio iuI<1k(. 
of a council, where BelUnriiis was prosoni, Theodora ah>im di,wnlav'^d Ihu 
spirit of a hero; find she alone, without approhemliiig his fuluru'luihmd, 
"Iflthe immiuont clangor uml Jiis nnimrlb,' fnniw. 
Vfit lihiiV/T / Justimnu, “woro the only meiiiiH ofHiirid.y, 

It 1 1 condition of our hirLli j hut tluw 

who Imie reigned should never survive tho loss of dignity and iloinluion. 
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I implore lieaven that I may never be seen, not a day, without my diadem and 
purple; that I may no longer beliold the light, when I cease to be saluted 
witli the name of queen. If you resolve, 0 Ctesar I to fly, you have treas¬ 
ures ; behold the sea, you have ships; but tremble lest the desire of life 
should expose you to wretched exile and ignominious death. For my own 
pari, I adhere to the maxim of antiquity, that the throne is a glorious 
sepulchre.” 

TJie firmness of a woman restored the courage to deliberate and act, and 
courage soon discovers the resources of the most desperate situation. It 
was an easy and a decisive measure to revive the animosity of the factions- 
The blues were astonished at their own guilt 
and folly, that a trifling injury should provoke 
them to conspire with their implacable ene¬ 
mies against a gracious and liberal benefactor; 
they again proclaimed the majesty of Justinian, 
and tlie greens, Avith their upstart emperor, 
were loft alono in Iho Jiippodi'oino. Tho fidel¬ 
ity of tho guards was doubtful; but tho mili¬ 
tary force of Justinian consiated in three 
thousand veterans, wlio had been trained to 
valour and discipline in tho Persian and lUyr- 
iiui wars. 

Under the command of Belisarius and Mini- 
dus, they siloutly marched in two divisions from 
the palace, forced their obscure way through 
narrow passacos, expiring flames, and falling 
edifices, and burst open at tho same moment 
tlio two opposite gates of tho hippodrome. 

Ill this narrow apace, tlio disorderly and nf- 
frigliied crowd was incapable of resisting on 
eitlior aide a firm and regular attack; tho blues 
signalised tliefury of thoirrepeiitanco; audit 
ia computed that abovo thirty thousand persons 
wore slain in the morcilesa and promiscuous 
carnage of tho day.^ Hypatius was dragged 
from his throne, and ooiiduclcd witli his 
brother Pompeius to the feet of the em- 
Groi'5 they implored his clemoiioy; 
ut their crime was maiiifcyt, tlicir 
innooencG uncertain, and Juyliiiian 
had been too luuoli temfled to for¬ 
give. Tiio next morning tho two 
nephews of Anasiasius, with eighteen illustrious accomplices of patrician or 
consular rank were privately executed by tho soldiers; their bodies wore 
thrown into the sea, their palaces razed, and their fortunea confiscated. The 
liippoclromo itself ivas condemned during sovoral years to n mournful silence; 
Avith tho restoralion of tho games the same disorders revived, aiid the blue 
and green factions continued to afflict the reign of Justinian, and to disturb 
tlie tranquillity of the Eastern Empire, which still einbrnoed tlio nations 
boyoiul tho Adriatic and ns far as tho frontiers of Etliiopia and Persia. 
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A 11YKA24T1KK COSTUMI! 


1 Mai'oolliimHH says In gonornl loms! Innumeyis popxtlis in circa truoi^atis. I’rocoplus 
luimbcra 80,000 victims ; ftinl tho 86,000 of Tliooplmnoa aio Bwollocl to tlO.OOO hy tho more roceiiL 
i^onaiRs, Suoh Is tho imual piogrcsB of oxnggoi'ation. 
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govGruineiiL, liiii'ope was ovemm uy tlio i)armiriiuis,aiia ahiii iiy mn iimnlcH; 
the poverty of the West tliseouragcd llio Lraclo und initnuriinliii'dN of llin 
East; the produce of labour wag consumed by tlio nii|n’oHtiil)]o niii‘vii!il„s of 
the church, the state, ami the armv, and a rapjid do<a‘ 0 {iHi» wiis I'nll, in iln) 
fixed and circulatiiig capitsUs which coiistUuto tho iiiilioiml wnaKli. 'PJm) 
public distress had been alleviated by tlin ccoiioniy of AiiuMluHiiiH, anil I)jul. 
prudent emperor aoonmulatod an itninoiiso Iroasiiro, while J)u ili'ljviij-ml Juh 
people from the most odious or op2n’GS8ivc taxes. Jlin oxaniplo wum 
lectecl, and hig troasnro was abused, by the iiopljow of .funtin. Tlai rioli(>u 
of Justinian were speedily exJmustcd by alms and huildiuLrff, hy iimbitiona 
waw, and ignominious treaties. His menwea wove found madauualu to Uia 
expenses. 

livery act was triecl to extort from tho people Urn p^ohl ninl sihum ivbiolt 
he scattered with a lavisli hand from Persia to Friuioc; Jiin roj^-n w(i» nifirJcoiI 
QY Uie Vicissitudes, or lathor by tho combat, ot lupaoiousirnyH iiuil avurimu 
of splendour and poverty; he lived with tlio reputation of hMm 
a id bequeathed to lus successor the payment of his debts. Suuli ii, rlianulrr 
J''>sfcly necused by the voice of tJm peoplo and of iniHforilv ; ).iit 

S ’ 1, V f '* .«'» iiwlniclivo .uicoilul.is nr 1 

the Aml.i(.-„oi,H mitiniw luii iinimlml In 

4:5a £'iS/iS’f™ 

rapine, nnder^iiw Mlowh^^^^ 1'''® fT iivaiicn ami 

could not be liberal The oWaiul I'l'nfum, llmi im 

into the service of the palace obtaWl «^ 

they ascended l,y mulrlty to n s ; 

pensions, of whidi the nLt hononrn . 1 / J '-hn summl 

nmoimted to four Inmdred 'J-'nlmiuM, 
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aucli was the decay of military siiirlfc that they were injured with impunity. 
The emperor refused, at the return of each fifth year, the custoiuary donative 
of five piecea of gold, reduced his veterans to beg their bread, and suffered 
uiipaicl armies to melt away iii the wars of Italy and Persia. 

(2) Tlie humanity of his predcceasox's had always remitted, in some aus¬ 
picious circumstance of their reign, the arrears of public tribute j and they 
dexterously assumed tlie merit of resigning those claims which it wa.s imprac¬ 
ticable to enforce. Justinian, in the space of tliirty-two years, lias never 
granted a similar indulgence; and many of his subjects have renounced the 
possession of those lands whose value is iiiauflicieiit to satisfy the demands of 
the treasury. To the cities which had sulTercd by hostile inroads, Aimstasius 
XU’omisod a general exemption of seven years; the provinces of Justinian 
have been ravaged by the Persians and Arabs, the Iliiiia and Slavonians; 
but Jus vain and ridiculous di.siDeiisation of a ainglc year has been confined to 
those place,s winch woro actually talcen by the enemy.” Such is the language 
of the secret historian, wlio expressly denies that any indulgence was granted 
to Palestino after the revolt of tho Samaritans; a fjilso and odioiis charge, 
confutod by tbo niithontiorecord, which uttesla arclief of thirteen centenawes 
of gold (or i;62,000 sterling) obtained for that desolate province by tho 
intorccasioii of Sfc. Sabas. 

(0) Procopius has not condescended to explain tlie system of taxation, 
which fell like a liail-atorm upon the land, like a devouring pestilence on its 
iiiliabilantB; but we should become the accompUce.s of hia malignity, if we 
imputed to Justinian alone tlie ancient, though rigorous principle, that a whole 
district should be coiuleinucd to sustain tho partial loss of the persons or prop¬ 
erty of individiials. The a>mo9ia, or supply of corn for tlje nso of the sJ'my 
and capital, was a grievous and arbitrary exaction, which exceeded, perliaps 
in a tenfold proportion, tho ability of the former; and his distress was aggra- 
valod by tho partial injustice of weights and measures, and the expense and 
labour of distant oarringo. In atimo of scarcity, an extraordinary requisition 
was mudo to tJio adjacent provinces of TJiraeo, Ihlhyniii, and Phrygia ; bub 
tho propi’iotors, aCtor awcarisoino journey and a perilous navigation, received 
so inadequate a compensation tliat the^’’would liavc cliosoii the alternative of 
delivering both tho corn and price at tho doors of tlieir granaries. These 
preoiuitions might indicate a tender solicitude for the welfare of tho capital; 
yet Constantinople did not escape tho rapacious despotism, of Juatiniaia. 
Till his roigii, the .straits of the Bosporus and Hellespont were open to tho 
freedom of trade, and nothing wn.s prohibited except the exportation of arms 
for the Bervico of tho barbarians- At each of these gates of the city a prajtor 
was stationed, the niiiiiater of iinjicrial avarice; heavy cnstoinB wore imposed 
on tlio vessels and Llioir merchandiso j the oppression was retaliated on the 
helpless coiisuincr ; tlio poor wore aflUotod by the artificial scarcity and 
exorbitant jirico of tlic market; and a people, ucciistoined to depend on tho 
liberality of their prince, might sometimes complain of the doficionoy of water 
and bread. TJie aerial tribute, witJiout n name, a law, or a definite object, 
was an annual gift of £120,000 sterling, which the emperor accepted from 
liis j)i'a)torian prefect; and tho mcaim oC payment wei'o abandoned to the 
disorcLion of iJiat powerful magi.sLrate. 

(1) Even such a tax was less intolerable than tlie privilege of monopo¬ 
lies, which clieckcd the fair conipotition of industry, and, for the sake of a 
Hiiuill and dishonest gain, imposed an arhitrary burden on the wants and 
luxury of tlio subject. “As soon,” s?iys Brocopins,c “ns the exclusive 
sale of silk avus usurped by the imperial treasurer, a whole people, the 
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manufacturers of Tyre and Berytua, was reduced to oxtronio iniHciy, and 
cither perished with hunger, ov fled to tJiQ hostile doininioiis of I'ovHia.” A 
proTiiice might suffer by the decay of its manufacUircs *, but in tliis oxuuiplo 
Procopius has partially overlooked the inestinuiblo bonorit which Lite (Uiijni'o 
received from. Juatiniaii’s introduction of silk»oulUiro. IIi« addition of oins- 
seventli to the ordinary price of copper monoj way Im intorpvotofl willi llio 
same eandour} and the alteration, which imglifc bo wise, ii]»}) 0 arH to luivo 
been innocent; since he neither alloyed the jmrity nor onlmncod, tbo vuluo 
of the gold coin, the legal measure of iniblic and private imyniojitH. 

(6) The ample jurisdiction, required by the larinors of t'lio rc'vrniio lo no 
complish their engagements, iniglit be placediiuiii odious liglil , ns if tlo’y had 
purchased from the emperor the lives and fovliinoa of ilunr rolhnv'rili/iuis, 
And a more direct sale of honours and oflicos was Iriinsaotcd in ilm imiiioo, 
with tiie permission, or at least with the eounlvauco, of .Tustiuiivu and 'I’hi'.o- 

dora. The clainia of merit, even those of favour, wore disrngiinlod ; iiiid it 
was almost reasonable to expect that the bold udveutuver, who Imd uu<b'V" 
taken the trade of a magistrate, should find n rich conipojiHation foj' inihiny, 
labour, danger, the debts which ho had coutractodv luid tUo Iwavy iiiloiuKt 
which he paid. A sense of Uio disgrace and misoliioC of tliis vouu'l jinudhui 
(It length awakened the slumbering virtue of Justinian; and In' admnpLi'd, 
by the sanction of oaths and penalties, to guard tho inlogrily of bin govorn- 
mont! but at the end of a year of perjury, bis rigorous edict w’/ih .siiNiii'nd<ul, 
ana corruption licentiously abused her triuiujfii over Iho inipolunoo of (lio 

Inwfl * 


_ ( 6 ^ rhet 0 stauieiitofEukHua,counfcofthod(>incstios,ilo.dnr( 5 d iJmoiniHmor 

his solo heir, on condition, however, that bo shouhl disoliargo bis dn))ln juid 
legfloics, allow to hia three daughtors a dccmit maiiUonunoe, and besl.ow .vn-li 

a poHion of ten poimd-s of gold, ibil, iln, Hidon- 
ud fortune of Lulaliua had been consumed by lire; and Iho iinmniolv of 
hia goods did not exceed the trifling mun of 60d jiiocos of /.oli] A >*)nii)a)' 

^ ^“stovy athuonid the oinpomr of tiKi’binionnil.lo imi'i, 
proscribed for ins imitation. He checked tbo selfish mni-mm-u />r in t 

confidmo of his fvioml, disolmrgud the anil d!<bl', 

eraio custom of suimlaiitiiitr the loi?nl or 
imputes to the reiiil of Jnstiiikn ^rris ,.I 

names and scandalous examples • neither iridm™'* «'Hd*'irli'd iiy muiiu-ut 
and the art of soliciting,^ 
Cially practised by tlJageiits^ot the lalara'viia Iwiudi- 

tyranny invades the security of ’ 1 "'''"‘Ihuvouh 

d«iged an appetite for gldn T] *-'■ 

of succession, to interpret ^^111^ an evhff I,bo niMinenl. 

the conversion of pagan or LeS'SsTfr'' hoi'nulUnl l„ „i,n,o 

the ti.„o of Ji.stinia,fthis bolTS f ; ln,|. in 

DiZr, JorS 

hut^ch <>£ oiun-noio.. ,.r 
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selected for thoir talents. The merits of Triboniaii the q^iiEBstor will here¬ 
after be weighed in the reformatioii of the Roman law; but the economy of 
the East was subordinate to the pimtorian prefect, and Procopius/has juati- 
lied his anecdotes by the portrait wliich ho exposes in his public history of 
the notorious vices of Joannes of Cappadocia, 

The corruption of ]iis heart was equal to the vigour of his understanding. 
Although he wa.s suspected of magic and pagaii superstition, he appeared 
insensible to the fear of God or the roproaohos of man j and his aspiring 
fortune Avas raised on the death of Ihousancla, the poverty of millions, the 
ruin of cities, and the desolation of provinces. From the duAvn of light to 
the moment of dinner he assidu¬ 
ously laboured to eiirioli his maa- 
ter and himself at the expense of 
the Roman world; the remain¬ 
der of the dayAvas spent in sen¬ 
sual and obscene pleasures, and 
the silent lioiirs of tlie night #V//4 
Avere interrupted by the perpet- '''' 
ual dread of the justice of an // 
assassin. His abilities, perhaps 
Ids vices, recommended him to 
the lasting friendship of Justin¬ 
ian; the emperor yielded Avith 
reluotancQ to the fury of the 
people I his victory Avas dis¬ 
played by the imniodiato restora¬ 
tion of their onomy; and they 
folt above ton years, rinder his 

oppressive adininietralion, that a byzantwe Qonr,TTiT 

ho AvaH atimulatod by rovonge, 

rather than instructed by inisdortune. Tlieir munmirs served only to fortify 
the resolution of Justinianj but tho prefect, in the insolence of favour, ])ro- 
voiced tho resentinont of Theodora, disdained a poAver boforo Avhioh every 
IciiQO was iiGiit, and attempted to sow the ncods of discord belAveen the em¬ 
peror and his beloved consort. 

Even Theodora licrsolf was constrained to dissomble, to Avait a favoiu’able 




A Byzantine Qonr.reT 


moniont, niid by an artful conspiracy', to render Joannes of Cappadocia the 
iiooonqiUco of liis own destruction. At a time Avhcii Belisarius, unless ho 
liad boon a hero, must have shown himself a rebel, his Avifo Antonina, who 
enjoyed tlio secret coii/idenco of the empmss, communicated his feigned 
discontent to Eupheinia, tho daughter of tho prefect; tlie credulous virgin 
imparted to her father tho dangerous project, and Joannes, Avho might have 
known the value of oaths and promises, was tempted to accept a nocturnal, 
and almost treasonable, intorvieAv Avith the wife of Delisarius. An amhuscado 
of guards and cunuclis liad been posted by tho coninmnd of Tlieodora; they 
ruslied Avith draAvn sAVOrds to soIko or to punish tho guilty minister; lie 
Avas saved by tlio fidelity of his attendants; but, instead of appealing to a 
graoioiia aoveroign, Avlio had privately Avaruod him of his danger, lie pusii- 
lanimously fled to tho aanctmry of the cliurch, 

Uie hiA'oiu'ite of Ju-stinian wa-s sooriflcod to conjugal tenderness or 
cloinostic tranquillity; the convoraion of a prefect into a priest extinguished 
hie ambitious hopes, but the friendship of the emperor alleviated his dis¬ 
grace, and he retained, in the mild exile of OyKious, an ample portion of 





the history or the eastern empire ^ 

liiri viches. Such impcrlect revenge could not satisfy tho unrelenting 
of Tbeodora; tlio murder of Ins old enemy, the bishop of Cyzicub, iiffoidoa 
fclcccn? pretence j and Joannes of Cappadoeia, wliosc notions hud dosorvod n 
thousand deaths, was at last condemned for a crime of which he was luno;- 
cent. A m-ent minister, who had been invested with the honours of ooiisul 
and patrician, was igiiominiously scourged like tho vilest of malofucLors ; ii 
tattered cloak was the sole remnant of Jiia fortunes ; ho was traiisporlcd in 

K 1 • I -I 1. _y- A in TTimioi’ H.o'vn mwl i. in 


tattered cloak was tiie sole reramuu oi hjh .i.Y* 

a bark to the place of Ida banishment at Antiiiopolis in Upper Egypt, und tho 
prefect of the East begged his bi*ead through tho cities which liacl tvoinblod 

at his name. i ^ i 

Dui'in" an exile of seven year's, his life was protected and tlu’CuLonod hy 
the inf'-cmoiia cruelty of Theodora; and when lier clGatli porinittod tho 
emperor to recall a servant whom he had abandoned witli regret, tlie ambi¬ 
tion of Jojmiios of Cappadocia was reduced to the humble duties of tlio Hiicor- 
dotul piofession. His successors convinced the subjects of Justinian tliat 
the arts of oppression might still be improved by experionco and indiiKtiy; 
the fnruda of a Syrian banker were introduced into tlie administrutinn of tlm 
finances; and tho example of tho prefect was diligently copied by Uio (puuKtov, 
tho public and private treasurer, the governors of provinces, and tho prin¬ 
cipal magistrates of the Eastern Empire. 

Tho Qdifice.s of Justinian were cemented with tho blood and trcmsiirn of 
Ilia people; but those stately structures appeared to announco tho jirosiiority 
of the empii’e, and actually displayed the skill of their arcliitects. HotJi llm 
theory and practice of tlio arts, which depend on matlioniaticivl soioncu and 
mechanical power, were cultivated under tlio patronage of tho omjmroi’H; 
the fame of Archimedes was rivalled by Proclii.s and Anilioinius; und if 
their luiraclea had been related by intelligent spectators, they niiglit now 
enlarge tho speculations instead of exciting the distrust of pliilosophorH. 
A tradition has prevailed that the Roman fleet was reduced to uslios in the 
port of Syracuse by the burning-glasses of Archimedes; and it is usHcrLnd 
that a similar expedient was employed by Proolus to destroy Llui (toMho 
vessels in tho harbour of Constantinople, and to protect liis bonofiiotor 
Anftstasius against the bold enterprise of Vitalian. A macliiiio was iixed 
on tlie walls of tlie oifcy, consisting of an hexagon mirror of poliahed l)riiHH, 
with many smaller and movable polygons to receive and. rollcet tlm rays 
of the meridian sun; and a consuming flame was darted to tlio diHliincv, 
perhiip.s, of two hundred feet. 

Tlio truth of these hyo extraordinary facts is invalidated by LIki Hlloneo 
of tlie most aiithentic historians; and the ii.se of burning-glaHHCS was iiovei 



to the greatest mathematicians of antiquity, than to give tlm merit of tho 
liction to the idle fancy of a monk or a sophist. According to anolhoi' 
^Iftlalasft],Proelus applied sulphur to tho dcHtnmLloii of 
tlic tiothic fleet ; in a modern imagination, the minio of sulplnu- is instaiitlv 

dm fi that siisplGioii is prapagatod 

b) the secLtli aits of his disciple Anthemius. 

Ihe fame of Metvoclonis the grammarian, and of Aiitliomiua tho iimllici- 
matmian ami aroluteot, reached the ears of the omiioror Jusliiimn, wlio invited 
he n to Constan tuople ; and while the one instimctod tl,o ri 0 g 
m the scliools of eloquence, the other filled tlm caintal and ti 00“ v 
more lashng .nenuments of his art. In a Irillhtgblismt i™ . ' 
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■walls or windows of thoir contiguous houses, lie had been vanquished by the 
oloquonco of his neigbboiu' Zeno; but ilie orator was defeated in his tiini 
by the master of mochaiiics, whoso malicious, though harmless, stratagems 
are darkly ropresenied by the ignorance of Agathias. In a lower room, 
Anthemius arranged several vcasels or cauldrons of water, each of tlieni cov¬ 
ered by the wide bottom of a lealliern Lube, 
which rose to a narrow top, and was arti¬ 
ficially convoyed among the joists and raf¬ 
ters of the adjacent building, A firo was 
kindled beneath the cauldron; the steam 
of the boiling water ascended through the 
tubes ; LliC hoii.sQ was shaken by the efforts 
of imprisoned air, and its trembling inhab¬ 
itants might wonder that the city was nn- 
oonsoious of the earthquake Avliich they 
had felt. 

At another time the fricncla of Zeno, 
as they sat at table, wore dazzled by the 
intolerable light which flashed in thoir eyes 
from the rofloctuig mirrors of Anthoiniusj 
they were aatonished by the noise which 
ho produced from ilio collision of certain 
minute and sonorous particles; and the 
orator declared in tragic stylo to the scmito, 
that a mere mortal must yield to the power 
of an antagonist who shook the earth with 
the trident of Nepluno, and imitated the 
tluindor and lightning of Jove himself. 

The gonius of AnthoiuiuH and his colleague 
Isidore the Milesian was oxcited and em¬ 
ployed by a prince whoso taato for nrclu- 
lociurobad degoneratod into a mischievous 
and costly passion. His favoimto nrehi- 
tcots aubmiited thoir designs and dilfloul- 
ties to Justinian, and discreetly confoused A by^-antisb noui.r 

how mucli their InborioUB moditations wore 

surpassed by the intuilivo knowledge or oolestial inspiration of an emperor 
whoso viowa were always directed to tlio benefit of his people, the glory of 
Ilia roign, and Llio salvation of hia soul. 


TUB niriLDiNa or st. sophia 

Tho principal clmroli, wliich was dedicated by the founder of Constanti¬ 
nople to Si. Sophia, or the otoriial Wisdom, had been twice de.stroyed by 
lire ; after the exile of John Chrysostom, and during tlio Nika of the blue 
and green factions. No sooner did tho tumult siibsido than the Christian 
popiilacQ deplored Lheii' sacrilegious rashness; but thoy might have rejoiced 
in tlio calamity, liad they foroseeii tho glory of Iho new tomplo winch, at the 
end of forty days, was slromionsly nndertakou by tho pioLy of Justinian. 
Tlio ruins wore cleared away, a more spacious plan wns described,, and, 
as it required the cousont ox some jn'oin'ictors of ground, they obtained 
tho most exorbitant torins from iho eager dosires and timoi’ous conacionce o£ 
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the monarch. Anthemius formed the desigiii and his genius direcLocl tlio 
liaiids of ten thousand workmen, whose payment in pieces of fine silver was 

nnirnp liOVnU/7 flio cVoniii/Y ^Plli* OtnUATftl* llTTliaolf. nlofl iVi n 


by bia familiarity, his zeal, and his rewards. 

The new cathedral of St. Sophia was comsecrated by the paLriaroh, five 
years, eleven months, and ten days from the first foundation; and in the 
midst of the solemn festival, Justinian exclaimed with devout vanity, “ Glory 
bo to God, \vbo liath thought me worthy to accompUsIi so great a work j I 
have vauc^uislied thee, 0 Solomon i ” But the pride of tho liomiiii Soloiiioji, 
before twenty yeara liad elapsed, was humbled by an earUiquako, which over¬ 
threw the eastern part of the dome. Its aidendoiu* Avna again restored by 
the pGi'seveTance of the same prince; and, in the thirty-sixth yejir of hi.s 
reign, Justinian celebrated tho second dedication of a-toinpio, wMch romains 
after twelve centuries, a stately monument of his faino, Tho aroliitooturo 
of St. Sopliia, whicli is now converted into the principal mosque, has been 
mutated hy tiiQ Turkish sultans, and that veneraLle piio continiioH to oxuitc 
the fond acliiurafion of the Greeks, and tho more rational curiosity of JOuro- 
pean travellers. The eye of the spectator is disapijointocl by an irrogid/ir 
prospect of bnlf domes and shelving roofs; tho western front, tho 
approach, is destitute of simplicity and magnifioenoo; and ilic scnlo of 
dimenaiOQs has been much surpassed by several of tho Latin cathodriils. 

insensibly became familiar to Clirifitiiin 
ctlfndArV^ the eastern recess, artificially built in tho form of a domi! 
oylmdor j and this sanctuary communicated by several doors witli tho saoristv 
e YeatL 7 the hautiatery, and the contiguous buildings, enbLrvie t SS 
dm pomp of Avorsh p or the private use of the ecclosifstiT.Sloif 

the ordinary sort. Tlie whole fi-amo nf tl * iV^'" poudoroua tlmn 

blit tho.c bL matorids were T 5 

of St. Sophia, the cupola tlrLo f ^ 

the walls, the Ivundred eolnmns and tlm 
barbarians with a rich and varijgatea pToC ’ 

colouri,theriiiaes,^muUlmVp^^ Sophia, onumoriitoH tJu) 

phyrie., which natara iT™'/f 1>"'- 

onntmsted as it were by a skiS 'J™™ 

adorned with the last bmoila aF ^ paintei. The triumph of Ohri«t wuh 

costly stones was extraotil froi a'" 1'“-'“" 

conhriAnf nt t.. , quairiea of Asm. Itriim,. 


of ^.Kon>an -f-oroofeocil,fu;^^4: 
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size and beauty; but every order of architecture disclaims tlieir fantastic 
capitals. 

A variety of ornaments and tigiires was curiously expressed in iiiosaio ; 
and the images of Christ, of the Virgin, of siiiiita, and of angels, which have 
been defaced by Turkish huiatioism, were dangerously exposed to tlic super¬ 
stition of the Greeks. Aocording to the sanctity of each object the precious 
metals wore distributed iii thin leaves or in solid masses. The balustrade of 
the choir, the capitals of the pillars, tJie oriiamouts of the doora and galleries, 
were of gilt bronze j the spectator was dazzled by the glittering aspect of the 
cupola; tho sanctuary contained forty thousand pounds’ weight of silver; 
and the holy vasc.s and vestments oC tlio altar were of the purest gold, en¬ 
riched with inestimable gems, lleforo the structure of tho church had risen 
two cubits above the ground, 45,200 pounds wore already consumed ; and 
tliQ whole expense ainounled to 820,000 pounds ; each reader, according to 
the measure of liis belief, may eslinialo tlieir value cither in gold or silver ; 
but the sum of £1,000,000 sterling is tho result of tho lowest computa¬ 
tion. A magnificent tcniplo is a laudable monument of national taste and 
religion, and the cnthufliHst who entered the dome of St. Sophia might be 
tempted to suppose that it was tho reaidenoo, or oven the ^vorkman8Ilip, of 
tlie Deity. Yet how dull is the artifice, how iimigniiicaiit is the labour, if it 
bo compared with tho formation of Iho vilest insoot that crawls upon the 
surface of tho temple 1 


OTiriSU BUILDINQS OF JUSTINIAN 

So luinuLo a description of nii edifice which time has respected may attest 
tho truth and oxcuae tho relatioir of tho inmnuorablo worhs, both in the capi¬ 
tal and proviiiccH, which Justinian constructed on a smullor scale and less 
durable foundations.^ In Constantinople alone, and tho adjacont suburbs, 
lie dedicated twcnty-llvo churches to tho Iionoiir of Christ, tlie Virgin, and 
tho saints; most of the.so churches were decorated -svith marble and gold; 
and tlioir various sitiiaLiou was skilfully ohosoii in a populous sciuare, or a 
pleasant grovo; on Uio margin of the Roasliore, or on soino lofty omineuce 
^vl^G]l overlooked tlie continents of Europe and Asia. 

Tlio Virgin of Joru.salem might oxuU in tho temple erected by her ini- 
poriul votary on a most ungrateful spot, which aflordod noither ground nor 
luatoriala to tho aroluteot. A level was formed, by raising part of a deep 
valley to tho height of tho mountain. Tho atonoa of a neighbouring iiuarry 
were liewn into regular forms} oach block was fixed on a peculiar oarriiige, 
drawn by forty of the strongest oxen, and the roads were widened for the 
jiassugo of such onoriiiou.s weights. Lelwiion furnished ber loftiest cellars 
for tlio timhors of the cliuroh; and the soasoiiahlo discovery of a vein of red 
marble supplied iia beautiful columns, two of which, tho supporter.^ of tho 
oxLeilor imriico, were esteomod the largest in tho world. 

Tlio pioii.s niiiniriceiico of the emperor was diffuBocl over the Holy Land: 
and if reason should condemn the monasteries of both sexes which were built 
or restored by Justinian, yot charity must applaud tlie wells which he sank, 

I Tlio bIx books of tbo JUdUlces of I’rocopiuH* nTO Uiiis di&tnbated. Tlio first Is confined to 
Don-stantliiojilo; llio Beoonil liicliulesMesopotAinla and Syria; tho third, Ainienia and tlio EuxIdg ; 
llio foui’lli, Kui'opo 1 tho flftli, Asia Minor anil rnlPsUno ; iho sixth, Egypt and Ati'ica. Italy is 
foigoltoii by tho cmpoivv or tho historian, vrho pnbllstiod ihia work of atUilallon before tho tiato 
(565 A.n.) of Us final conquest. 

n. w. —’ VOL. rii. 0 
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and the Jiogpitals ^vliieli be founded, for tlie relief of the wwiry inlgriiuH. 
Tlie scliisniatical tonipar of Egypt was ill entitled to tJio royal lioiinly; but 
in iSyi’ia and Africa some remedies were applied io the disastol's of wavs and 
eavthtpiakes, and both Carthage and Antioch, emerging from their rnina, 
miglit revere the name of their gracious benefactor. 

Almost every saint in the calendar acquired tho honours of n toni])lo; 
almost every city ol the empire obtained the solid advtuilagea of brhlgcs, 
hospitals, and aqueducts; but the severe liberality of the monarcli disdained 
to indulge bis subjects in the popular luxury of baths and theatres, Whilu 
Justinian laboured for the public service, lie was not unmindful of Ijis own 
dignity and ease. The Byzantine palace, wIvicU had bcou damaged by tliu 
condagration, was restored with new magnificence j and some notion may Im 
conceived of the whole edifice by the vestibule, or hall, which, from tlio 
doors perhaps, or tlio roof, was sumamed cUcdce^ or the brazen, 'i’lio dome 
of a spacious quadrangle was supported by massy pillars ; the pavoinont and 
walls were encrusted with many-coloured nnirblos — the cniGrald groon of 
Laeouia, tho fiery red and the white Phrygian stonci intorsocLod with voins 
of a sea-green hue; the mosaic paintings of the dome and sides roprosoniod 
the glories of the African and Italian triumphs. 

On the Asiatic shore of tho Propontis, at ft small distance to tho oast of 
Clmlcedon, the costly palace and gardens of Plei’toum wore propavcul for tho 
summer residence of Justininn, and more esi)ecially of Thcodoru. 'I’lio ])nuts 
of the ago liave celebrated the rare alliance of nature and art, tho liiirmonv 
of the nymphs of the groves, the fountains, and the waves; yoL tlu} crowd of 
attendants who followed the court complained of their incoiiveniunt lodidiiD'a 
and tlifi nymphs wore too often alarmed by tho fanious Poiplwrio, a wlinlo of 
fen cubits in breadth and thirty in length, who was straiKlca at tlic nioulli 

of CoiwSi^opfr*^’ ^ infested more than half a coiilury the sons 

FORTIFICATIONS 


eye me cietanty ot ti.e emp.ro. Fi-ora Belgrade to tho E«xi„o, fr,, I o 

1 ? ™ ’Tf' Danube, a ebaia of above ft aw < 

extended along II,o bank., ot tho groal rive,' .SiiJn 
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fnl reverence of the vaiiest of pS, fear 1 ,?,"'“'^ 
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to the south of Sophia, the residence of a Turkish aaujalc. For tlio use of 
the emperor’s couiitL-yraen, a cathedral, a palace, and an aqueduct -were 
speedily constvuotedj the public and private edifices were adapted to the 
greatness of a royal city ; and the strength of the walls I’osistecl, during 
the lifetime of Justinian, the unskilful assaults of the Huiia and Slavonians. 
Their progress was sometimes retarded, and their hopes of rapine were dis¬ 
appointed, liy the innumerable castles which, in the provinces of Daeia, 
Epirus, 'riiesaaly, IVIacedonia, and Thrace, appear to cover the wliole face 
of the country. Six liundred of theso forts were built or repaired by the 
emperor; but it soemg reasonable to believe that the far greater part 
oonaisted only of a stone or brick tower, in the midst of a square or circular 
area, wliioli was surrounded by a wall and ditch, and afforcled in a moment 
of clanger some proteotioii to the peasants and cattle of the neighbouring 
villages. 

Yet theso military worlcs, which exhausted the public treasure, could not 
remove the just apprehensions of Juatinian and his European subjects. The 
warm baths of Ancluulua in TIiimco were rendered as safe ns they were anlu- 
larys but the rich pastures of 'J'hessalonica were foraged by tho Scythian 
oavalry 5 tho delicious vftlo of Tempo, three hundred miles from the Danube, 
was continually alarmed by the sound of war; and no unfortified spot, liow- 
ovor distant or solitary, could eocuroly enjoy the blessings of peace. Tho 
straits o£ Tliormopyluj, wliicli sootned to protect, but which had so ofton 
betrayed, tho safety of (rreece, wero diligently strengthened by the labours 
of JuHtinian. From tlio edge of tho seashore, through the forest and valleys, 
and as far as the auiuinii of the ThoasaUau Mountains, u strong wall was con- 
tinned, wliioli occupied every practicable entrance. Instead of a liasty crowd 
of pcasauU, a garrwou of two thoumud 8 okUors\Yas stationed along U\o rwu- 
part; granarios of corn and reservoirs of water wore provided for their use 5 
and by a prociuilion that inspired tho cowai’dico which it fovosaw, convenient 
fortresses wore erected for their retreat. The walls of Corinth, overthrown 
by an earthquake, and tiie mouldering bulwarks of Athens and Platcoa, were 
carefully restored; the barbarians were discouraged by tho prospect of 
ancoessivo and painful sieges; and the naked cities of PoloponueBUS ^Yere 
covered by the fortilioations of tho Isthmus of Corinth. 

At tho extremity of Europe, another peninsula, the Thracian Chersono- 
siis, runs throe days’ journw into the sea, to form, with the adjacent shores 
of Asia, tho straits of tho liollospont. The intervals botwoen eleven popu¬ 
lous towns were filled by lofty woods, fair pastures, and arable lands; and 
the isthmus, of thirty-.geveu stadia or furlongs, had been fortified by a Spar¬ 
tan genoval uiiio hundred years before tho roign of Justinian. In an age of 
freedom and valour, the slightest rampart may iirovont a Burprieo j and Pro¬ 
copius [ipi)cavs iiLsensiblo of tho snporiority of anoiciit times, while he praises 
tho solid construction and double parapet of a wall whoso long arms 
strelcliod oii either side into the sea, but whoso strength was deemed 
in.suiTicient to guard tho Chorsonosiis, if each city, and particularly Dal- 
lipoli and ficstos, had not been scenrod by tlioir peculiar fortifications. 

The long wall, ns it was emphatically styled, was a work as disgraceful 
ill tlio object aa it wiis respectable in tho exociition. Tlio riches of a capital 
(liffiisQ themselves over tlie neighbouring country, and the territory of Con- 
fitaiitiiioplo, a paradise of nature, was adorned with the luxurious gardens 
and villas of tho senators and opulent citizoiif!. But their wealth served 
only to attract tlio hold and rapaoious barbarians; the noblest of the 
Rcinan.s, in tlie bosom of peaceful indolence, wore led away into Scythian 
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captivity, and tlieiv sovereign might view, from liis palace, ilio husLilo ilaiiiOH 
which were insolently sx)read to the gates of the imperial city. At ilio dis- 
t.iiice only of forty miles, Auastasiiis was constrained to osiabhsh a hist 
frontier; his long wall, of sixty miles from the VropoJilis to tho I'hixine, 
proclaimed the impotence of hia arms; and as the danger became more 
imminent, fortifications were added ))y the indefatigable pnitloueo of 
Justinian. 

Asia Jfinor, after the suhinission of the Isaurians, I'oniaiiied without oiut- 
mies and without fortifioations. Those bold savages, who had disdained lo 
bo the subjects of GaUmnna, persisted 230 years iu a lif(5 of indepondonnu 
and rapine. The most successful princes respected the strcngtii of ilio 
mountains and the despair of ilio natives; tlioir llerco spirit was sonio- 
tunes soothed with gifts, and sometimea restrained bytorror; and a mili¬ 
tary count, with three legions, fixed his pormanoufc and ignomluioun hIiiUou 
in the heart of the Roman provinces. 

If we extend our view from the tropic lo tho mouth of the Tiinain, ivn 
may observe on one hand the iirecautions of Jnstiiiian to oui’h Lho Havafuis 
of Ethiopia, and on the other tbo long walls wlueh bo oonNirmdmV in 
Crimea for the protection of his friendly Uotlm, a colony of Ihroo tlunmiunl 
sliephercls and warriors. From tliat peninsula to 'J’rebi'/.ond, tlio cuslnrii 
curve of the Euxine was secured by foi-ts, by alliance, or Ijy roligioi,; ami 
the possession of Lazica, the Colcho-s of ancient, the Alingridia of modern 
geography, soon became the object of an important war. Tjobizond, in ufim- 
times tho seat of a romantic empire, was indebted to Um lilKn-nldvr ,ii' 
Justinian for a churcii, an aqueduct, aad a castle, wlmso diLclies am 
in the solid rock. Lroiu that maritime city, a frontJor line of (Ivn Innifimil 
th6^E”i>y be drawn to tlie fortroaa of Circesium, tho lust ihmuui nluLinu on 


W.V ox 0very age. ineir strength wa.s proiiortimuML hv Jn.slinin i 
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oi uoa, uiat iiJUessa should jiever Jip Ynlr«n m? 7 V r . 
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ambition of two rival empires; the ^Vrabians, till Mohammed arose, wore 
formidable o^ily as robbers, and in the proud security of peace the fortifi¬ 
cations of Syria were neglectod on the most vulnerable side. 


SUl^PRESSrON on* thk schools 


JnsUniaii stippressed the schools o£ Athena and ilio consulsliip of Rome, 
winch hud ^iven ho many sages and heroes to iiiankiiid. Both iliese institu¬ 
tions had long since degenerated from their 
primitive glory; yet some reproach may bo 
justly inflicted on the avaidce and jealousy of 
a prince by whoso hands such venerable ruins 
were destroyed. 

Tlio schools of Athens were protected by 
the wisest and most virtuous of tlio Roman 
princes. TJio iilnury whicli Hadrian founded 
was placed in a portico, adorned with pictures, 
statues, and a I'oof of alabaster, and supported 
by one hundred coliiiuns of Pluygiaii marble. 

Tlio public salaries wore assigned by the gen¬ 
erous si>irib of the Antonines; and each pro¬ 
fessor, of politics, of rhetoric, of the platonic, 
the peripatetic, the stoic, and the epicurean 
philosophy, received an annual stipend of 
ton thousand drnclunos [or more than iSOO 
wtorling]. After the death of Marcus these 
liberal aonations, and the privileges attached 
to the thrones of noionce, were abolished and 
revived, diniiiiishcd and cjilargod; but soino 
vestige of r() 5 nil bounty may bo found under 
the successors of Constantine, and their arbi¬ 
trary flhoico of an unworthy candidate might 
tempt tlio iiluloaopliers of Athens to regret tlio 
days of mdopeudoucc and poverty. It is re¬ 
markable that the impartial favour of tlio 
Antonines was bestowed on the four adverse sects of philosophy, which 
they coiiaidered as equally useful, or at least as equally innocent. 

The (lothic arms wore less fatal to the schools of Athena than the cstab- 
lislimeiit of a now religion, whoso miai.stei's superseded the exorcise of reason, 
resolved every question by an article of faith, and condomued the iniidel or 
sceptic to ctei'Jial llanies. In many a volume of laborious eontrovorsy they 
exposed the weakness of the unilovstandiiig and tlio corruption of tho heart, 
insulted Iiuniiui nature in tlio eages of antiquity, and proscribed tlie spirit of 
pliilosuphical inquiry, so rejmgnant to the doctrine or at least to the temper 
of ail humble bdliovor. Tlio surviving sect of tho platoniats, whom Plato 
would have blushed to acknowledge, extravagantly ininglccl a sublime theory 
with ilio 2 ^ractic ’0 of aiijicrstition and nmgio ; and as they remained alone in 
tho midst of a Christian world, they iiidulgccl a secret rancour against the 
government of tlio cliurch and the state, whose seventy was still susiiencled 
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over their head.s. 

About a coutiiry after the reign of Julian, Proolua was permitted to tench 
in the 2 )hilosopluc chair of tho academy; and such was his industry that he 
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frequently, in tlie sumo tli»y, pronounced five lessons luid composed sovoji 
hundred lines. His sugacious mind explored the dee 2 )est (lUesUons of morals 

onrl iiioJ-htiU Jieirp rtVifT tn iirfj'ft fti<Thtp.fln n.rn'iiineiil'^ nrrainMf, fhn 


Study, lie personally conversed witii ran, viiscuiapius, aiui jvuiiei'vii, in wjioso 
inyetei'jes he \vos secretly initialed, and whose prostriiLo statues ho adored in 
the devout permission that the philosopher, who is u citizen of the uuii’orso, 
should be the priest of its various deities. An cclipso of tlio sun {iinumucod 
Ins approaching end; and his life, with that of his scholar Isidore, eoiii- 
pilcd by two of tlieir most learned diaci^des, exhibits a doplorablo pictiu'o of 
the second childhood of human reason. 

Yet tlie golden chain, as it was fondly styled, of the Rlaionie succession, 
continued forty-four years from the death of Proclus to tho edict of Justinian, 
which imposed a perpettud silence on tho schools of Athens, and excited tlio 
grief and indignation of tho few remaining votaries of Grecian Bcieiico and 
superstition. Seven friends and philosopliora, Diogenes and lIormiiiH, F.ula- 
lius and Prisciaii, Daiimscius, Isidore, and Simplicius, who dissented from tlio 
religion of their sovereign, emhruccd tho resolution of sooldng in a foreign 
land the freedom ivliioh wa.s denied in their native country. Tlioy luid lieard 
and they credulously helieved, that the republic of Pluto was roaliyud in tho 
despotic government of Persia, and that a patriot king roigned over Ifio hiin- 
piost and inost virtuous of nations. They were soon astonished by tlm 
natum discovery that Persia resembled the other countries of tho globe 
that Choaroes, who affected the name of a iihilosojdior, was vain, cnicl, niiii 
ambitions j that bigotry and a spirit of intoleranco prevailed lunong tlio Umi 
that tho nobloa were haughty, the courtiera servile, and tho magistnileH im- 
oppUaS^ ^ sometimes escaped, and that Iho innocunt wri’o oEiou 

Tlie disappointment; of the plulosophcrs provoked lliom to oveidofil: iho 
real virtues of the 1 eraiuns; mul they wore soaudalised, morn dciqdy ixu’lmns 
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EXTINCTION or THE IIOIHIAN CONaULSHIP 

About the sunie time that Pythagoras first invented the appellation of 
philosopher, liberty and the consulship were founded at Roma by the elder 
Brutus. The first magistrates of the I'epublie had been chosen by tho people 
to exercise, in the senate and in the camp, the powers of peace and war which 
were afterwards translated to the emperors. But the tradition of ancient 
dignity was long revered by the Romans and barbarians. The Gothic histo¬ 
rian Jorclano.s applauds the conuulsliip of Tlieodorio as the height of all 
temporal glory j ^ the king of Italy himself coiigi-alulates those annual favour¬ 
ites of fortune, who withoni the cares enjoyed tho splendour of the tlirone ; 
and at the end of a thousand years two oonaula were created by the sovereigns 
of Romo and Conslaiitinoplo, for the sole jiurposo of giving a date to tlie year 
and a festival to the people. But the expenses of this festival, in which the 
wealthy and the vain aspired to surpass their predecessors, insensibly arose 
to tho onovmoua avnu of £80,000 etorling; the wisest senators declined a 
useless honour, which involved the certain ruin of their families; and to tliis 
reluctance wo should impute tho frequent chasms in the last age of the 
consular fasli. 

Tho prodoQossoi'fi of .Tusthnan had uBsistod from tho public treasures the 
dignity of the loss opulent camlidates; tho avarice of thiib prince preferred 
the cheaper and inoro coiivonicni method of advice and regulation. Seven 
procos-sions or speotaolos was tho number to which his edict confined the 
liorao and clmriol races, tlie athletic sports, the initsic niid pantomimes of 
the thoatro, uiid the hunting of wild beasts; and small pieces of silver were 
discreetly sabatituted for tho gold medals which had always excited tumult 
and drimkeuuQsa when they wore scattered with u profuse Imnd nmong tlie pop* 
ulaoe. HotwitlisLaiuling tlioso proenutions and his own example, the succes¬ 
sion of consuls finally ceased in the thirteenth 3^ear of Justinian, whose despotic 
temper might be gratified by tho silent extinction of a title which admomshed 
tlio Romans of their aucionb freedom. 


THE VANDA-IilC WAU 

When Jn.stinian ascended tlio throne, about fifty years aftor the fall of 
tho Wesiorii Kmpiro, the khigdoms of the Goths and Vandals had obtained 
a solid, and, as it might »oem, a legal establiahmeiit, both in Euvope and 
Africa. Tlio titles which Roman victories liad insoribed were erased with 
equal justice by tlio sword of tlio barbariausj and their successful rapine 
derived a inoro vonorablo sanction from time, from treaties, and from the 
oaths of fidelity, already roiioatcd by a second or third generation of obedi¬ 
ent subjects. 

After Romo liorsclf had been stripiiod of tlie imperial purple, the princes 
of Oonstantiuoplo assumed tho solo and sacred scejiti’o of the monarchy; 
demanded, as their rightful inhoritanco, tho provinces which had been sub¬ 
dued by the consuls or possessed by tho Ctosars; and feebly aspired to 
deliver their faithful subjects of the West from the usurpation of heretics 
and barbarians. TJio exocution of this splendid design was in some degree 
reserved for Justinian. During the first five years of Ixis reign, he reluctantly 
waged a costly and unprofitublc war against Porsha] till hi.'i prklo submitted 

Tlieodorio lilmsolf, nccoiiling to Cfl8siodoraa,J olalwad to moiiel Iiia policy on tho Ilomtvn, 
and .said to Anaatashis, “Our kingdom is an imllaiion of yours,”] 
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to his ftinhition, and ho purchased, at the price of X4J0,000 [$2,200,000], 
the benefit of a precarious truce -wliioh, in the language of hoUi iiatloufl, was 
dignified with the appellation of “ tlie endless peace.” The safety of tlio East 
enabled tlie emperor to employ his forces against the Vandals ; and the 
internal state of Africa afforded an honourable motive and promised a power¬ 
ful support to the Roman arms. 

According to the testament of the founder, the African Icuigdoni Inid 
lineally descended to Hilderic, the eldest of the Vandal princes. A mild 
disposition inclined the son of a tyrant, the grandson of a conqueror, to pre¬ 
fer the counsels of clemency and peace; and his accession was marked by tho 
salutary edict which restored two hundred bishops to their cluirolios, iind 
allowed the free profesaion of the Athanoaiaii Creed, But tho Catholics 
accepted, with cold and transient gmtifcude, a favour’ so inndoquato to tlioir 
pretensions, and the virtues of Hilderic offended tho prejudices of his 
countrymen. The Ariau clergy presumed to insiniiaie that ho had ronoimood 
the faith, and tho soldiers more loudly complained that ho had dogonoraled 
from the courage of hia ancestors. His ambassadors wore suspoetod of a 
secret and disgraceful negotiation in the Byzantine court j and his gonoval, 
the Achillea, as ho was named, of the Vandals, lost a battle against Uio naked 
and disorderly Moors. 

The public diacoutctifc was exasperated by Golimer, whoso ago, dosooiiL, 
and military fame gave hiin an apparent title to the succession. I Jo assimHul, 
with the consent of the nation, the reins of govornmont; and his iinfortumiLo 
sovereign sank without a struggle from the thi’ono to a dungeon, whore ho 
was strictly guarded, with a faitliful counsellor and his unjmpuhir noidiow, 
the Achilles of the Vaiic ats. But the iudulgonco whicli IJildorio Imd shiiwn 
to his Catholic subjects had powerfully rocommendod him to tho favour of 
Justinian, who, for the benefit of his own sect, could acknowlodgo tlio uho 
and pistiCG of rchgious toleratloiii their allianoc, while tho neplimv of Jiw- 
fin remained 111 a private station, was cemented by tho nniLual oxohuniro of 

tendship!'" 
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immense loss, both of men and money, -\vliicli the empire had sListaiuecl in 
the expedition of Baailiscus. The troops, which after five laborious cam- 
paig-ns had been recalled from the Persian frontier, dreaded the sea, the 
climate, and the arinSj of an unknown enemy. 

The forces of the Vandals were diuiiiuslied by discord and suspicion ; 
the Roman armies were animated by the spirit of Belisarius, one of tliose 
heroic names which arc familiar to eveiy age and to every nation. 


BEIjISAHIUS 

Tho Airlcaniis o£ New Komo was born, and perliapa educated, among the 
Thracian peasants,^ without any of those advantages wlnoh had formed tlie 
virtues of the elder lUid younger Scipio — a noble origin, liberal studies, and 
the cmnlaiion of a free state. ^J'lie 
silence of a loquacious .secretary may 
bo admitted to prove tliab the 3 'outh 
of Belisariua could not afford any sub¬ 
ject of pi’uiso j he served, moat as- 
Huredly with valour and reputation, 
among tlie private guards of Jiistiiiiau; 
and well his patron boeainc emperor, 
the domestic was promoted to mililary 
command. After a bold inroad into 
Pora-Armcma, in which his glory was 
shared by a ooUeaguo and his progress 
was cheolcod by an onoiny, Bolisariiis 
repaired to the important station of 
Dara, where ho first uccoptod the 
service of I^rocopius,/ the faithful com¬ 
panion and diligent historian of his 
exploits. 

Peace roliovcd liim from tiio guard 
of tiic ousLorn frontier, and Iiia con- 
cliioL in the sedition of Constantinople 
aiiqdy discluirgfid liis obligations to 
the oinpernr, Wlioii the African war t, 
becaino tlio to[)io of popular tUscourao 
and secret dchlioraiion, each of the 
Roman goiiurals waa apprehensive, 
ratlmr tliaii ambitions, of llic dangerous 
lionoiu'j but as soon as Justinian had 
declared iiis preforcuco of superior A VANn-vi, uiiuf 

merit, their envy was rolcindled by the 

iiiianiiuous applaueo Avhich was git'^oii to tlio choice of Bolisarius. The tern- 
pvx of Uie By/AvwUwo ttowrb vwAy eiw^wv^ga vv Buspiciuu that the hero was. 
darkly assisted by the intrigues of his wife, the fair and subtle Antonina, who 
alternately enjoyed the conlkloncc and iucurred the hatred of the empress 
Tlioodora. The birth of Antonina was ignoble ; slio closconded from a fam¬ 
ily of cliariotocrs j and lior chastity has been stained wiili tho foulest reproach. 

[' I’rocoplus / Bays ho was horn In a district of Tliraco callod Germania, A&cordliig to Von 
Tlaninioi’^ Ills name Isa Slavonic word, "IMltznr,’* moaiilug *' white princo.” Bury ^ also Lhiuka 
It Btavoiilo, hut translates It “ whlto dawn.”] 
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slip remnea with long Mid absolnfce power over tliQ mind of Iier ilUisirioius 
tobtVi Ski if Antonia cUrfained the ment of oonjugal (idcUty, sl.o 


„ci i; ft=iup to ^hom .ho .o—M with 

aU 4 Vd.hips_;^da^™^ 



between 

oaU. oMidemy to tho -.v.oo oC 
their patrons- Tbeiv sHengbli and stature, for \vInch tiiey luul UctJii PUii- 
Zlv selected, the goodnes^ of thoir I.orses and armour, ami the asmduous 
niactice of all the exercises of war, enabled tliciii to act wbatevoi’then eoiu- 
arre might prompt; and thoir courage was exalted by the soeml honour ol 
their tauh> and the personal ambition of favour and foriuilo. 

Five Jmndrecl traiispoita, navigated by twenty thousand nuirnjevs ol 
Egypt, Cilicui, and Ionia, were collected in the hiirboui* of Constantinoi>lo. 
Tne smallest of these vessels may be compulod at thirty, Llio largest at live 
hundred tonsj and tlio fair average will supply an allowunco, liborul luit not 
profuse, of about one huudred thousand tons, for tho rccoptum uL tUirly- 
five tliousand soldiers and sailors, of five tliousaml horses, of iirms, pngimss, 
and military stores, and of a sulliciciit stock of walor tuid provisions for ii 
voyage ijerhaps of three months. The pvoivd galleys, which in fonucr ages 
swept the Mecliterranean with so many hundred oars, liad loiig simso ilisaj)- 
peared ; and the fleet of Justinian was escorted only by niiioty-two light 
brigantines, covered froiu the niissvle weapons of the enemy and rowed by 
two thousand of tho biave and robust youth of Constantinople. Twmity- 
two generals are named, most of whom were afterwards distingiiiHliod in tho 
wavs oi Africa and Italy *, but the svrprcmc oomwvvud, both by land and aovr, 
was delegated to Belisarius alone, witlia boimdleas power of lujtingueeording 
to hia discretion, as if tho emperor liimscU wore jn'caont. I'lio Hejiaraiiou of 
the naval and military professions is at once tho effect and Ihu cause of the 
modern improvements iii the science of navigation and muritinio war. 

1! Golimer had been informed of the approach of tho enemy, ho must 
have delayed the conquest of .Sardinia for the immediate defeuea of his 
person and kingdom. 

A detachment of 5000 soldiers and 120 galleys would have joineil th(5 
remaining forces of the Vandals; and tho dcsceiuluiitoC Gonsoriis uughl have 
surprised and oppressed a fleet of (lecp-ladon transports, iiicujniblo of not ion, 
ami of light brigantines, that seemed only qualified for flight. IhdiHiiriuH 
had secretly trembled when he overheard hia soldiers, in tho piisHugo, ouil lold- 
eiiing each otlicr to confess their appiohonsious j if tlioy worn oium ou Hlipro, 
they hoped to mamtahi tho honour u£ their arms j but il they should, bo 
attacked at sea, they did not blush to aclniowlcclgo that they wiu'itud emivagu 
b) contend at the same time with tho winds, the v'uvca, and the barliuriuuH. 



port of Carthage. 

Three inoutha after their departure from ConstauUnoph!, Llui uuiu and 
horse'^, the arras and nnlitary stores, were safely diaombarlcmh niiflfiuc, Mnlrlini-H 


.uuv lorwueanccomingto auciout djac n no with a diUdi 
and r.ami,.art ; and tlio discovery of a soMCe of fro* wntot, wldU, il ullayod 
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the thirst, cxeitod the aupei-stitious coulidence, of the Uoinans. TJie next 
morning, some of the ueighbovu’ing gardens -were pillaged ; and Belisarius, 
after chaatisiiig the offenders, embracod tho slight occasion, but the decisive 
moment, of iiieiiloating the maxims of justice, moderation, and genuine 
policy. “Wlien I lirsfc accepted the commission of subduing Africa, I 
dopGiulod iiuicli less,” aaid tho general, “ on tho iimubers, or even the 
bravery, of luy troops, than upon the friendly disposition of the natives 
and tlicir iinniortal luitrcd to the Vandals. You alonG can deprive me of 
this hope ; if you continue to extort hy rapine what might ho purchased for 
a little nioney, such acts of violence will reconcile these implacable enemies, 
and unite them in a just and holy Icaguo against tho invaders of their 
country.” 

Those exhoi’Lations were enforced hy a rigid disciplinu, of which the sol¬ 
diers tlioinselvos soon felt and praised the salutary effoct.s. Tho inhahitaiits, 
inatcad of dcaortiug their houses or likling ilvcir corn, supplied the ilomana 
with a fair and liberal market; tho civil oflicci-s of tlio province continued 
to oxorcise ihoir functions in tho name of Justinian; and the clergy, from 
iuotiv(3.s of ooiiaoioiice and intoroal, assiduously laboured to promote the 
cause of a ('atliolio oiiiporor. 

llolisariiis udvaiicod witliout opposition as far as Grasse, a palace of tho 
Vuiulul Icings, at tho distance of fifty miles from Carthago. The near 
approach of tho Uomuns to Carthago iilled the mind of Gelimer with anx¬ 
iety and terror, lie prudently wished to protract tlie war till his brother, 
witli his votoruii troops, should return from the conquest of Sardinia; and 
lie now laiiienied tho rash policy of his ancestors, who, by destroying the 
forlilieations of Africa, liad loft him only tho dangerous resoiu'co of risk¬ 
ing a biiLtle in tho neighbourhood of lus capital. Tlio Vandal conquerors, 
from ihoir original nuuihor of 60,000, woro multiplied, without inelutUng 
their wouioii and cliildroii, to 100,000 lighting men; and suoli forces, aiii- 
iiniL(j(l with viilour and union, might liavo crushed at tlieir first landing 
the f coble and oxhauatod hands of the Homan gonerul. But tho friends of tlis 
captive king wero more inclined to accept tlio invitatioiia than to resist 
tlie progress of Holisarius; and many a proud barbarian disgihsod his avoi- 
sion to wai' uiidor tho more specious naino of his hatred to the usurper. Yet 
the authority and proiniscs of Goliinor collected a formidablo army, and his 
plan.s were concerted with .some dogroo of luilitary skill. 

All order was dospatohed to his brother Amniatas, to collect all the 
forues of Ourllnigo and lo onoouiitcr tho van of the Roman army at the dis¬ 
tance of ton miles from Uio city; his nophew Gibamiincl, with two thousand 
hov.se, yviMi destined to attack thoir loft, when the monarcli himself, who 
Hihmtly foUosvcd, should charge tlieir rear, iu a situation whioli excluded 
them from tho uul or ovoii the view of their fioot. But tho Tnahiiess of 
Aiiiinatas was fatal lo himself and his country. Ho anticijiaLed the hour of 
the attack, onUtripped his lardy followers, and was piorced with a mortal 
wound, after he liad slain with his own hand twelve of liis boldest antago¬ 
nists. Ilis Vandals lied to Oarthiige; the highway, almost ton miles, was 
.strewed with dead bodies; and it seemed incrcdiblo that auoh multitudes 
could bo slaughtered by the swords of tlireo hundred Romans. Tho nephew 
of Geliincr wii.s defeated, aftei’ a slight combat, by the six huiidrod Massn- 
gotiO; they did not G(pial tho third ])art of liia inimborB, but eaoh Scythian 
was fired by tho oxainplo of his chief, who gloriously exercised tha prlvilage 
of lus family by riding foremost and alone to shoot the first arrow against 
tho onomy. 
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lu the meaiiwUile Gelimor himself, ignorant of the event iiiitl nii.sguidecl 
by the windings of the hills, inadvertently passed ilie lloniaii army and 
reached, tlm scene of action where Ainmatas had fallen. Ho Lho fate 
of Ilia brotlier and of Carthage, charged with irresistible fury lho lulviuioing 
squadrons, and might have pursued and perhaps decided tlio victory if ho 
had not wasted those iuestiinable moments in the disoluirgo (d a vain though 
pious duty to the dead.^ 

While his spirit was broken by this mournful office, ho hoard tlic trnmpot 
of Bclisarius, who, leaving Antonina and his infantry in the eiimp, prossud 
forward with Ixis guards and the remainder of the cavalry to rally Ids ilyiug 
troops and to restore the fortune of the day. SfucJi room could not 
found ill this disorderly battle for tlie talents of a goneral} but the Icing jUul 
bofoi'G the hero; and the Vandals, accustomed only to a iloori-sli cnoniy, 
were incapable of witlistanding the anna and discipline of the KoniiinH.'*^ 
GeVimer retired with iiasty steps towards the doaert of Nnmidiii; but ho had 
soon the consolation of learning that his private orders for the excculion (jf 
Hilderic and his captive friends had been faitlifuUy obeyed. 'Jlio iyraut’.s 
revenge was useful only to his enemies. The death of ii lawful prince cxidiud 
Gio compassion of his people; his life might liavo perplexed tlui vietoi-iouM 
Komans; ana the lieutenant of Justinian, by a crime of whicli lie was inno¬ 
cent, ivas relieved from the painful alternative of forfeiting Ida liuiioiir or 
reliiiquisluug liis conquests. 
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of Tunis, a secure siatioii about live miles from the capital. No sooner was 
UelisariuB informed of tlicir arrival tliaii ho despatched orders that tho great¬ 
est part of the mariners should bo immediately lauded to join the triumph 
and to swell the appaient nnmbeis of the Romans. Before ho allowed them 
to enter the gates of Cartilage, he exliorted them, in a discoiirso worthy of 
himself and tho occasion, not to disgrace tlio glory of their arms j and to 
remeinber that the Vandals had been the tyrants, but that they were the 
deliverers of the Africaii.s, who must now be respected as tho voluntary and 
aHectionate subjects of their common Bovereign. 

The llom^uis marched through tho streets in close ranlcs, prepared for 
battle if an enemy had apjieared; tho strict order maintained by the genernl 
imprmted on their minds tho duty of obedience; and in an age in which 
onstoin and impunity almost sanotifted the nhiiso of conquest, the genius of 
one man repressed the paasiona of a victorioiw army. The voice of menace 
and complaint was silent; the trade of Car¬ 
thage was not interrupted; while Africa 
ohangtid her master and lier govoriiniciit, 
the shops cnnLinued open and busy; and tho 
soldiers, after auffioient guards had been 
posted, modestly departed to tlie houses 
which were allotted for their reception. 

Bolisarius fixod his residence in tho palace. 

I-Io seated himself on tho throne of Gen- 
sorioj accepted and distributed tho barbaric 
spoil; granted their lives to tho suppliant 
V andals j and laboured to repair tho dam¬ 
age which the suburb of Maudracium had 
sustained in tho preceding night. 

Tho fortidcaiionfi of Carthago had alono 
been exempted from the general proscription; 
but in tho reign of ninoty-fivo years they 
woro suffered to decay by tho thoughtless 
and indolent Vnndals. A wiser conqueror 
restored with incrodiblo despatch tho waits 
and ditches of the city. Itis libornlity 
onoourag'od the workinon ; tho soldions, tho 
inarinoi’H, and tho citizons vied with each 
oLhor ill tho salutary labour; and Golimer, who had feared to trust Ins 
person in tin open town, beheld with astoiiialnncnt and despair the rising 
strength of an impregiiiiblo fortress. 

That unfortunato moiiaroli, after the loss of his capital, applied himself 
to collocl the rcmaiii.s of an army scattered, rather than destroyed, by the 
jirecoding liattlo ; and the hopes of pillage attraetod some Moorish bands to 
the standard of Golimer. He encamped in tho fields of Bulln, four days’ 
jouriKjy from Carthago ; insulted the capital, which ho deprived of the use 
of an aqueduct; proposed a high reward for the head of every Roman ; 
alfeclod to spare the persons and property of hia African subjeota, and 
secroLly negoLiated with tho Ariaii sectaries and the confederate IIuiis. 

Under those circumstances, the coiique.st of Sardinia served only to aggra¬ 
vate liis distress ; ho roflectod with tho deepest anguish that he had wasted, in 
that useless ontorprise, five thousand of Ins bravest troops; and ho read, with 
grief and shanio, the yicioiions letters of his brother /aiio, who expressed a 
.sanguine couddcnco tliat tho king, after tho example of their ancestors, had 
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“ Alas I my bcotlior,” 


annear with a lianclfnl ot solcliers, thaiv courage aiiu 

cause of the Vauclals. Your nephew Gibamuml, your brotlior Anuiiii-tiis, 
iiave been betrayed to death by the cowardice of thoir rollowoi’H, Our 
hordes, our ships, Carthage itself, and all Afi-roft, arc ui the powor of the 
enertv. Yet the Vandals still prefer an ignominious repose, at tlio oxponso 
of their wives and children, tlieir wealth and liberty. I^oiluiig now remains 
except the field of Bulla and the hope of your valour. ^ Aliaiuloii Siu'dima ; 
flv to our relief ; restore our empire, or permh by oiU’side ( ii ilio locoipt 
of this epistle, 55ano imparted hig grief to tho principal Vnudiils; but ilio 
intellitjenee was prudently concealed from tliQ natives of tho island. 

The troops embarked iii 120 galleyg at the port of Cagliari, cast anolior 
the tliird day on the confines of Mauretania, and hastily piirsmul ihcir iiiaroli 
tojointheroyalstandai'dmthocampof Bulla. Mouniful was tlm iiilcrviow. 
The two brother.H embraced, thev wept in silcnco ; no qiiostions woro OKlcod 
of the Sardinian victory, no inqiiii'ie.s wero mado of the African luisfortiinoH | 
they Baw before their eyes the whole extent of their calainitiuH, and tlio 
absonca of their wives and children afforded a inclaiiclioly proof tliiiL oltlior 
death or captivity had been their lot. 

The languid siiii'it of the Vandals was at length awakoiiod and niiitcul hy 
the entreaties of their king, tlie example of Zaiio, and tlie instant dangor 
which threatened tlieii- monarchy and religion. T)io military Nlrongth of 
the nation advanced to battle j and suck was the rapid inoroiiHii that, hororn 
tlieir army reached Ti’ioamoron, about twenty miles from (hu'thngo, Ihoy 
might boast, perhaps with some exaggeration, that they anrpusMod in a ten¬ 
fold jironortion the diiniimtive powers of tho Homans. But thosn powers 
were under the command of Belisnrius; and ns he was eoimcions of thoi)' 
superior merit, ho poniiitted the barbarians to surprise him at ivn unsoason- 
able hour. The Romans wore instantly under arms. A rivnlet eovoriid llieir 
front j t/ie ciivniLy formed the first fine, which Jiefisarnis suiiportod iii (Jio 
centre, atrthe head of five hundred guards; the infnntry, atsoiuo diHiaiuju, 
was posted in the second line ; and the vigilance of the gonoml wnteliod llm 
separate station and ambiguous faith of tho Msissngotfo, who gocroily rosorvod 
theiv aid for the conquerors. 

Itnno, with tho troops which had followed him to Die com^iiost oF Mardiniu, 
was placed m the centre; and the throne of Gciisoric might liiivo stood, If 
the multitude of Vandals Imd imitated theiv intrepid resolution. duHtiiig 
away tlieir lances and missile weapons, tliey drew thoir swords, and expiMdiul 
the charge. Tho Roman cavalry thrice passed tho rivulet, tiioy win-o l.liruM) 

TP.UulfiPfl 5 nilfl tl,R (irtnUipt. TOotj fivtwKr r.,i, .\..l i,.. 


joiiicci tag pursuit, and the victors despoiled the bodies of tlie slain. Yet no 
more than fifty Romans and eight hundred Vandals woro found on the ihild 
ot battle j so iiicoiisiderable was the carnage of a day wliioli uxtiiHnuHluul 
a nation niicl transferred the empire of Africa. 

In tlie evening BolUarius led Ms infantry to tlio ivtlnolc of lliii cunio; 

Itof Gelimer exposed tho vanity of liia rociiiiL 
nfamv ' I' .tleatli tvas a relief, life ,i hnrdmi, and 

he V VfT-- was seerel; iml as soon as 

^ - U'»“’ long had deserted them, tlioy liastily dis¬ 

persed, anxious only tor then- personal safety and oarehisa of ovory objiiot 
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lilial. is dear or valuable to mankind. The Romans ciiLerocl the camp 
without resistance, and the wildest scenes of disorder were veiled in the 
darkness and confusion of the night. Every barbarian who met their 
swords was inhumanly massacred; their widows and djiughtors, ns rich heirs 
or beautiful conoubinea, were embraced by the licentious soldiers; and avarice 
itself was almost satiated with the treasures of gold and silver, the accumu¬ 
lated fruits of conquests or economyin a long period of prosperity and peace. 
In this frantic search the troops, even of fielisarius, forgot their caution and 
respect. Intoxicated with lust and rapine, they explored in small parties, or 
alone, the adjacent fields, the Avoods, the rocks, and the caverns, that might 
possibly conceal any desirable prize; laden with booty, they deserted their 
ranks, and wandered, without a guide, on the high-road to Carthago; and if 
the flying enemies had dared to return, very Ioav of the oonqiierors would 
have escaped. 

Deeply sensible of the disgrace and danger, Ilelisarhia passed an appre- 
liensive night on the field of victory; at the dawn of day he planted his 
standard on a hill, recalled hi» guards and veterans, and gradually restored 
the modesty and obedience of tho camp. It was equally the concern of the 
Roman general to subdue tho hostile and to save the prostrate barbarian j 
and the suppliant Vandals, who could bo found only in churches, were pro¬ 
tected by his authority, disarmed, and separately confined, tliafc they might 
noitlior disturb the j^ublio peace nor become tho victims of popular revenge. 
After despatching a light dotachinoiit to tread tho footsteps of Gelimev, he 
advaneod witli his whole army about ten days’march, as far as Hippo Regius, 
Avliich no longer poasoasod tho relics of St. Augustine. Tho season, and tho 
oertain inielligonco that tho Vandal liad lied to tho ijiaccessible country of 
tho Moors, delorinined Bolisariiis to relinquish the vain pursuit and to fix 
his winter quarters at Carthage. From thence lio despatched his principal 
lieutenant to inform tho emperor that, in tho space of three months, he had 
achieved tho conquest of Africa. 

Belisarius spoke tho language of truth. Tho surviving Vandals yielded, 
without rosistauco, thoir arms and thoir freedom; the neignhourhootl of Car¬ 
thage submitted to liia presence, and the more distant provinces were suc- 
eossivoly subdued by the report of lus victory. Tripolis was confirmed in 
her voluntary allegiaiioo; &Wdinia and Corsica aurrendored to an officer 
who carried, instead of a sword, the lioad of the valiant Zauo; and the isles 
of Majorca, Minorca, and Yvica consented to remain a humble appendage 
of the African kingdom. Ginsarea, a royal oity, which in looser geography 
may bo confounded with the modern Algiers, was situate thirty days’ march 
to the westward of Carthago; by land, tlie road was infested by the hloors; 
but the sea was open, and tho Romans were uoav masters of the sea. 

All active and discreet tribune sailed as far as the straits, where lie oooii- 
pied Soptoni or Ceuta, which liscs opposite to Gibraltar on tho African coast; 
that remote place was afterwards adorned and fortified by Justinian; and he 
seems to liavo indulged tho vain ambition ol extending his empire to the 
column.s of llerculos. lie received the messengers oi victory at the time 
wlion he was preparing to publish the pandects of the Roman law; and the 
devout or jealou.s emperor celebrated the divine goodness, and confessed, in 
silence, the merit of his .succossfnl genoiul. Impatient to abolish the tem- 
lioral and spiritual tyranny of the Vandals, lie proceeded without delay to the 
full establishment of the Catholic cliiiroli. Her jurisdiction, wealbli, and iin- 
mnnities, perhaps the most essential part of episcopal religion, were restored 
and amplified witli a liberal hand; tho Arian worship was suppressed; tha 
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Donatist u\GetmgB wore proscribed, and the aynod of Cartling'e, l)y tlio voice 
of 217 bishops, appliuulGil tlie just measure oi pious rotiilinLioji. 

On sucli au occasion, it may not be presumed ijiiit many orthodox prel¬ 
ates wei'o absent; but the oomparativc smallness of their number, wUieb in 
ancient coiuicila bad been twice or even thrice multiplied, most clearly indi¬ 
cates the decay both of tlio church and state. While .iustiniau apju'ovod 
himself the defender of the faith) he entertained an ambitious hope that his 
victorious lieutenant would speedily enlarge tJio narrow limits of his dominion 
to the space which tliey occupied before the invasion of the jMoors and Van¬ 
dals; and Eclisavius was instructed to establish hvo dukes or conuiiaudevs iu 
the convenionb stations of TripoHs, Leptis, Cirta, Omaaroa, and Sardinia, and 
to compute the nuUtary force of palatines or bordcrora that might bo sulVioicnt 
for the defence of Africa. The kingdom of tJio Vandals wii.s not nnwortliy 
of the pi’esciiee of a prictonau prefect; and four consiihirs, throo prosUlonis 
were appointed to administer the seven iirovinccs under liis civil jurisdiction. 
After the departure of Belisavius, who acted by a high and special commis- 
sion, no oi'clmary provision wag made for a master-gcnoml of the forces ; Init 
tfie office of pneton'an prefect was entrusted to a soldier; th(5 civil and mili¬ 
tary powers wore united, according to tho pvactico of Juslinitui, in tlm chief 
governor; and the representative of tho emperor in Africa, as well as in 
Italy, wa-g soon distinguished by the appellation of exavch. 
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honours of a tviumph, a ceremony which tho city of Constantine had novei- 
seen and wliicli ancieiib Rome, since the reign of Tiberius, had reserved for 
the auspicious arms of the Cassars. 

The glorious procession entered the gate of the Hippodrome, was saluted 
by the acclamations of the senate and people, and halted before tho tlirono 
where Justinian and Theodora were seated to receive the homage of the 
captive monarch and the victorious hero. They both performed the cus¬ 
tomary adoration j and, falling prostrate ou the ground, respectfully touched 
the footstool of a prince who had not unsheathed liis sword and of a prosti¬ 
tute who had danced on the theatre ; some gentle violence was used to bend 
the stul)borii spirit of the grandson of Gciiseric, and, however trained to 
servitude, the genius of Delisarius must have secretly rebeUed. He was 
immediately declared eonsul for the ensuing year, and the day of his 
inauguration resembled the pomp of a second triiiin])!!; his ciirule chair 
was borne aloft on the sliouldora of captive Vandals; and the spoils of war, 
gold cups, and rich girdles, were profusely scattered among tho populace.^ 

But tho luiresfc reward of Belisarius was in the faitliful execution of a 
treaty for which his honour had boon pledged to the king of the Vandals. 
The religious acniples of Gclimor, who adhered to the Arian heresy, were 



iucompatiblo with the dignity of soiiator or patrician ; but he received from 
tho emporor an ample cslalo in tho province of Galatia, wliero the abdicated 
inonai’ch retired with his family and friends, to a life of peace, of affluence, 
and perhaps of content. The claughtors of Hilderic were entertained with 
tho rcspGcLful tenderness due to tlieiv age and misfortune; and Justinian 
and Thoodora accepted tho honour of educating and enricliing the female 
doacGudants of the grout J'hoodosius. 

The bravest of the Vandal youth wei*o distributed into five sqnaclrona of 
cavalry, wliich adopted tlio name of their benefactor and supported in the 
I’crsiaii wars tho glory of their uncostors. But tlioso rare excepiiona, the 
reward of birth or valour, arc insufficient to explain the fate of a nation 
AvliosG niinibers, before a short and bloodless war, amounted to more than 
six hundred thousand persons. After tlio exile of their Icing and nobles, 

[I “Wlioii lio belickl tho oplonciour of tho Imperial court," Bury^saya of Gclimev, " he 
moioly sa\d ‘ VjvuSty o£ vanities, all la vanity,’ a tcmarlc wlueh, ns llanko«‘ notices, had a sort 
of hlstoi'lonl sipniilcatlon. Por along with Gellnior, Dclisarlus bi-ought to Constantinople those 
vcssela of gold, of which Gaisei'io (or Gcnsorlc) had robbed Koino, and of wliich Titus had 
despoiled Jcnisaloin. They were part of Iho riches of the king to wlioni the woids ‘ Vanity of 
vaiiitlGs' aiG tvailiLloimlly altiihuted. ” As Gibbon alMes, tho vessels were Inter voturned to 
tho ClnlsUan church of Jonisaloin.] 
ji, w. — VOL, vn. II 
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tlm servile crowd migRt pwrcEnse their safety by abjuring thou- olmriiotor, 
the and their degenerate posterity would bu insensibly 

of®AMc«n aubj.ot. ifol oven u U,o 
Sat age, and in the heart of the Moorish tribes a curious in.veilor has 
^covered the wiiite complexion nnd long flaxen hair of ;i 
.id Tfc ™ formerly believed that the boldest of tho Vaiidals fled boyond 
the power, or even the knowledge, of the Romans, to onjoy tljo.r soliLary 
freedom on the shores of the Atlantic oeeiin. Africa had been ihoir oininru, 
it became tlieir prison ; nor could they entertain a hope, or oron ti wish, of 
retiirniug to the bnnlta of the Elbe, wliere their brethrou, of a spirit loss 
adventurous, still wandered in their native for^ts. 

It ii'as irapoasible for cowards to surmount the barriors of iiulciiowii hcuh 
and hostile barbariaiia i it was impossible for bravo mon to tJxiiosu their 
nakedness and defeat before the eyes of their coiuitrymon, to ( oscriljo the 
kingdoms which they hud lost, and to claim a share of tbo humble inherit- 
uncG whicli, in a happier hour, they had almost uimiiimously. rmiounoed. 
In tlie country between the Elbe and the Oder, sovcriil populous villages of 
Lusatia are inhabited by the Vandals: tliey still preserve tlioir huignago, 
their customs, <ancl the purity of their bloodj su])port, with somo impa¬ 
tience, the Saxon or Prussian yoke; and servo witli scciot nnd viiluiitary 
all&gianca the descendant of their ancient Icings, who in liis garb and 
present fortune is confounded with the meanest of his viiSHiilSr 'J’Ikj name 
and situation of this unhappy people might indicate their desiumt Crom one 
common stock with the con.queroi's of Africa. But tho uso of a Slavonian 
dialect more clearly represents them as the last remnant of tlio novv mdouios, 
who succeeded to the genuine Vandals, already sentterod or iloHtroyud in 
the ago of Procopius. 


SOLOMON’S WARS WITH TUB MOOlia 

If Belisariua liad been tempted to hesitate in liis aliogiiuico, ho might 
have urged, even against tlie emperor liiinsclf, llio i)idi«iJcnHiO>io duty of 
saving Africa from an enemy more barbarous than tlio Vauiluln. Thu origin 
of the Moors is involved in darkness; they wore ignoniuL of tlui u«u of 
letters. Their limits cannot be precisely defined: ii boundlcHH uoiitinmit 
was open to the Libyan shcplicrds; tlio change of se.asnns uud ptisUiru.s rogu- 
lated their motions; and their rude huts and slender furniiuro were irann- 
poi’ted with tho same ease as their arms, their families, and tliidr (iivlths, 
which consisted of sheep, oxen, and camels. During the vigour of the 
Roman power, they observed a respectful diataiico from Civrllingo iiiul Iho 
^ under the feeble reign of tho Vutidals, tlioy iuviidotl tln\ citicM 
of Rumidia, occupiod the sea coast from Tingis (Tungior) to (huHiivoa, and 
pitched their camps, with impunity, in the fertile province of Byziujiuin. 

The forinulablo strength and artful conduct of IlelisariuH HiieuiHsd iho 
neutrality of tho Moorish princes, whoso vanity aspired to rcoaivo, in tlio 
emperors name, the ensigns of their regal dignity. They wore ustnuisluul 
ny toe raiiicl event, and trembled in the presoiico of their conqueror, (hit 
Jus approaching departure soon relieved tho apprehoiisiong of a Hiivntro iiiid 
superstitious people ; the number of their wives allowed tl.om to disri^gard 
in ^ ^ hosUnges; and when iho Ronmn general h.nstod 

n p rl Carthage, ho heard tho cries, and aUuost hohcUl Uui flmuon, 

ot tlie desolated pi-ovinoo. Yet ho pei-sislod in his Tceolutic,; n.i.l lei.ving 
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ojily a jjarL of his guards to reiiiforcB the feeble garrisons, he entrusted 
tho command of Africa to the eunuch Solomon, who proved himself not un¬ 
worthy to bo the successor of Belisnrius. 

Ill the first invasion, some detachments, with two officers of merit, were 
surprised and intercepted; but Solomon speedily assembled his troops, 
marched from Carthago into tho heart of the country, and in two great 
battles destroyed sixty thousand of the barbarians. The Moors depended 
on their nuiUitude, their swiftness, and their inaccessible mountains •, and the 
aspect and smell of their camels ai’e said to have produced some confusion, 
in the Roman cavalry. But oa soon as they were commanded to dismount, 
they derided this contemptible obstacle; ns soon as tho columns ascended, 
the hills, tho naked and disorderly crowd was dazzled by glittering arms 
and regular evolutions; and the menace of their female projiliets was re¬ 
peatedly fulfilled, that tho Moors should ho dlacoiufited by a beardless antag¬ 
onist. The victorious eunuch advanced thirteen days’ journey from Carthage, 
to besiege ]\roiint Aiirasius, the citadel and at the same time the garden of 
Numidhi. That range of hills, a branch of tho great Atlas, contains, within 
a oirouinfercnoe of 120 miles, a r.aro variety of soil and climate; the inter¬ 
mediate vulloya and elevated plums abound with rich pastures, pei’ijetnal 
streams, and fruits of a delicious taste and uncommon magnitude. This fair 
Holitudo is decorated with the ruins of Lambesa, n Roiiiaii city, once the seat 
of a legion, and tho residence of forty thousand inhabilaiiis. 

The Ionic temple of Aisoulapius is oiicompassud witli Moorish huts; and 
the cattle now graze in the midst of an amphitheatre, under the shade of 
Corinthian columns. A shai*p porpendieular rook rises above tho level of 
tlie mountain, whore the African princes depo.sited their wives and treasure; 
and a proverl) is familiar to tho Arabs, that tho man may eat fire who dares 
to attack Uie craggy cliffs and inhospilahlo natives of Mount Aiinisius. This 
luirdy enterprise was twice attempted by the cunucli Solomon. From the 
first, he retreated with soino disgrace; and hi the sccoml, hi.s patience and 
provi-sions wore almost exliausted; and ho must again liave retired, if ho 
liad not yielded to the iinpoluons courage of his troops, who audaciously 
scaled, to the astonishment of the Moors, tho mountain, tlie hostile camp, 
and tho summit of tho Goiniiiiaii rock. A citadel was erected to secure this 
important conquest, and to remind the iHirhariuns of their defeat j and as 
Solomon pursued liis inarch to tho west, the long-lost province of Maure¬ 
tanian Sitifi was again annoxed to tho Roman Empire. Tho Moorish War 
continued several year.s after tho departuro of BoliBavius; but the laurels 
which bo resigned to a faithful lieutenant may bo justly ascribed to his own 
triumph. 

Tlio GxporieufiQ of past faults, which may Bomelimos correct tho mature 
age of an individual, is seldom profitable to tlio succcssivo generations of 
niankiiid. T’lio nations of antiquity, careless of each other’s safety, were 
Hcparatcly vanquished and enslaved by the Romans. This awful lesson 
might have instructed the barbarians of tho West to oppose, with timely 
counsels and confederate arras, tho unbounded ambition of Justinian. Yet 
the same error was repeated, the same consequences were felt; and the Goths 
both of Italy and Spam, insensible of their apiiroaching danger, beheld with 
iiidiffcrenGe, aiul oven with joy, tlie rapid downfall of tho Vandals. 

After tho failure of tlio royal lino, Thoudes, a valiant and powerful chief, 
ascended, in 631, the throne of Spain, which he had formerly administered in 
the na]no of Tlieodorio and his infant grandson. Under his command the 
Visigoth.'? besieged tho Cortre.ss ol Ceuta on the African coast; but while they 
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spent the sabbrith clay in peace and devotion, tlio pious seciu’iiy of Uioir 
camp was invaded by a sally from the town; and tlio Idn^ liimseU, wlLli 
some difficulty and danger, escaped from the hands of a sacrilogioiiH enoiny. 
It was not long before his pride and resentment were gratified by ii suppliant 
embassy from the unfortunate Gelinier, who implored in his distrej^s the aid 
of tlie Spanish monarch. But, instead of sacrificing these unwortby ])iisHi()iis 
to the dictates of generosity and prudence, TJieiules amused the iiinbiissadora 
till ha was secretly informed of the loss of Carthage, and thou diawissed 
them with Qbaoure and contemptuous advice, to seek in their native country 
a true knowledge of the state of the Vandals. 

The long continuance of the Italian War delayed the puuiahmeut oC tluj 
Visigoths 1 and the e3’es of Theudes were closed before they tiisLed tlio fruits 
of his mistaken policy. After his death, the sceptre of Spain ivas flispiitod 
by a civil war. The weaker candidate solicited tho protection of Justin' 
ian 5 and ambitiously subscribed a treaty of alliance, wliidi deeply woimdcd 
the independence and happiness of his country. Several citicN, liotli on the 
ocean and the Mediterranean, were ceded to llio Roman truoiis, -who aftor- 

W.lrfla vofncofl Hn ouon*iofa aa If a1-.,^.»1,1 ... _! 7 i. . .• » ‘ 


mflainiiiK tlie civil and religious factious of the barbarians. Sevouti voai’H 
elapsed before tins painful thorn could be extirpated from tlio l)o.so)n o'f llio 
monarcliyj and as long as the emperors rolainod any shiiro of Uiuko remoto 
and useless possessions, their vanity might number Spain iu tlio lust of ilmir 
pj'ovincea, and tlie succeissors of Alaric in the rank of their vassals. 


MILITARY TAOTICS UNPKR JUSTINIAN 

During fclm time Justinians gonetuls wore changinff tho rIiiIo of 

«on.e of the mljons which h«cl X 

hi ipire, oiroiiwcUncea beyond tho control of lliat internihionia , f 

[Kjlioy, of which tho aovoreigna of Gonatantinoplc ivml Poraii wens tlm 
to proclueed n general movement in the popnlation of , tm Aa - 

i~ 1.1 II.. 

mg the Goths and VaiJclalAnd in arresW ^ 

Turks. Yet the numbe^lrcJlS^ 

been treated liy liistoriaas as we-vfc wT / luivo ofLou 

sketch, inipussiblo, in 



JUSTIITIAN AKB THEODORA 


101 


[C27-CCD A.D.] 

condition of furnishing' ^ fixed number of recruits for the army. The Roman 
government still clung to the great law of the empire, that the portion of 
its subjects -which paid tlie land tax could not be allowed to escape that bur¬ 
den by entering the army. The proprietors of tlio land were responsible 
for the tribute j the cultivator of the soil, both slaves and serfs, secured 
the amount of the public revenues; neither could be permitted to forego 
their fiscal obligations for their mililavy duties. 

For some centuries it had been more economical to purchase the service 
of the barharian.s tliaii to employ native troops; and perhaps, if the oppres¬ 
sive sy.stem of the imperial administration had not impaired the resources of 
the state and diminished the population by consuming the caintal of the 
people, this might liave long continued to bo the case. Native troops were 
always drawn from the mountainous districts, which paid a scanty tribute, 
and in winch the population found difficulty in procuring subsistence. The 
invasions of the barbarians, lilcewiso, threw numbers of the peasantry of the 
provinces to the south of the Duiuibe out of employment, and many of these 
entered the army. A supply of I’ecrnits was likewise obtained from the idle 
and needy population of the towns- The most active and intelligent soldiers 
were placed in the cavalry — a force that was drilled witli the greatest care, 
aubjooled to tho most oxaol clisoiplino, and sustained the glory of the Roman 
arms in the fiold of battle. As tho Iiigher and middle classes in the prov¬ 
inces had, for ages, baoii oxcliidod from tho military profession, and the army 
had boon at last oomposod chiefly of tho rudest and most ignorant peasants, 
of onfranchisecl slaves, and naturalised barbarians, military service was 
viowod with aversion j and tho greatest repugnance arose among the civil¬ 
ians to become soldiers. In tho meantime, the depopulation of the empire 
daily inoroasecl tho difliculty of raising tho number of recruits required for 
a service which oinbracod an immonso extent of territory and ontailod a 
groat destruction of human life. 

Tho troops of tlio line, 2)articulai’ly tho infantry, liad deteriorated con¬ 
siderably in Justinian's time ; but tlio artillery and engineer departments 
were not muoli inforior, in scionco and efficiency, to wliat they had been in 
the best days of tho empire. Military resources, not military knowledge, 
had dimiiiiaiicd. Tho same arsenals continued to exist 5 mere mechanical 
skill had boon unintorruiitedly exercised; and tlio constant demand which 
had existed for military mechanicians, armourers, and engineers had never 
allowed tho theorotical instruction of this class to bo neglected, nor their 
practical skill to declino from want of employment. This fact requiroa to 
be borno in mind. 

The mercenarios forinetl the most valued and brilliant portion of tho 
army ; and it was tho fashion of tho day to copy and admire the dress and 
manners of tho loarbiirian cavalry. Tho ompiro -was now surrounded by 
numbora of petty iirinccs who, though they had seized j^ossession. of provinces 
onco belonging to tho Romans, by force, and had often engaged in war "with 
the emperor, still acknowledged a certain, degree of dependence on the 
Roman power. Some of thorn, as the kings of the Heriili and tho Gepida), 
and tho king of Colchis, hold their regal rank by a regular investiture from 
Justinian. Those 23rinces, and tho kings of tho Lomoaicls, Huns, Saracens, 
and Moons, all received regular subsidies. Some of them furnished a num¬ 
ber of their best warriors, who entered tho Roman seivice and served in 
separate bands, under their own leadwa and wifcli their national weapons, 
but subjected to the regular organisation and discipline of the Roman armies, 
though not to the Roman system of military exercises and manceuvres. 
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Some of these corps of barbariana were also formed of voliintecrH, \v 3 io wore 
attracted by the high pay which they received and the license with wJiicli 
they were allowed to behave. 

The superiority of these troops arose from luatiiral causes. The iiorlhoi’n 
nations who invaded the empire consisted of a popnlaLioii traiiiod from 
infancy to warlike exeroisen, and folloAving no profe-ssioii but Unit of arms. 
Their lands were cultivated by the labour of Ihcir Blaves, or by that of tho 
Itonian. subjects who still survived in the provinces they hud occiipu'd ; but 
their only pecuniary resources arose from the plundor of ihcir noiglilioiirH 
ox the subsidies of the Roman emperors. Their habits of lifo, ilio celerity 
of their movements, and the excellence of ihcir armour roncloi’cd iliem llio 


choicest iroopa of the age; and ilunr mosL active 
llj warriors wero generally engaged io servo in ilu) 

jj imperial forces. Tho einperors preferred armies 

u composed of a number of motley bands of imu’conary 
/ foreigners, attached to thoir own jioi’SonH by liigh 
commanded by chiefs avIio could never 
pretend to political rank and who luul mmili in Joho 
i*-**"^ and little to ^aui by robcllion ; for oxjiorioniu! jirovod 

that they perilled thoir throno by oiitnisting tlie coni- 
rtiTiuA of a national army to a native geuo-nvl, who, 
^ popular soldier, might hocoino a diuigeroim 
^■iv^l* Though tho barbarian inercenurujH in tlio 
aervico of Romo generally proved far more efliuient 
(i II V MW troops than their ireo countrymen, yet they worn (»u 
'U lily ^ whole unequal to tho native Roiniin onvalry of 

'll yf/h-i dustinian’s arm}', tho cataphracli, Hliciitlmd in ooin- 

11 m /^\ plots steel oil tho Rersian model, and lu'uiod with 

' jUlrlr'^ ^ 1 l)o«t l,vo()pii in 

^ f‘®bl of battle, and were the real typo ot llm 
ciiivalry of the Middlo Ages. 

Justinian weakened llio Roman army in Hovoral 
l \ MY measures of reform. Jtis anxiety lt> 

/i \ I expenditure induced him io dimlnisli [ho 

M ' j 1;/ establishment of camels, horaos, and chariolH, wln(5]i 

f«o troops for transporting Dm militury 
macjiincs and baggage. Tliis train luul lu-on in/- 
m... Yioiisly veiy large, as it was oalculaLod t„ save the 

A GexK fi'Oin ;my daugor of haying th.ur hd-nurs 

intenyptcd, or their eattlo How-ed, umlor tlin inntoxt 

were introduced by dind ritS SmTo/tioT™ I’”"' .d,u«on 

injured by continuino- the i>olir>.v nlJon L mwiously 


numerous rebellions in Jnsfcinkn^^rp/err ih ovitloul from ibo 

results of aomo of the Gothic „„a Persian 
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anti not to any inferiority of the Roman troops. Even Belisariua himself, 
LhougJi ho g:ave many proofs of attachment to Justinian’s throne, was watched 
with tlio greatest jealousy. Ho was treated with constant distrust, and hia 
officers were at tiinoa oncoiu'aged to dispute his measures, and never pun¬ 
ished for disobeying his oi*dera. Tlio fact is that Bolisarius might, if so 
disposed, have assumed the purple, and perhaps dethroned his master. Naraes 
was the only general who was implicitly traatod and steadily supported; but 
Nurses was aii aged ounuch, and could never have become emperor. 

The imperial military forces consiatod of 160,000 men;^ and though the 
extent of the frontier which these troops Avere compelled to guard was very 
great, and lay open to the incuvaions of many active hostile tribes, still 
Justinian waa able lo assemble some admmably appointed armies for his 
foreign expeditions. The armament which accompanied Belisarius to Africa 
consisted of ton thousand infantiy, five thousand cavalry, and twenty thou- 
aaiul sailors, BelisariuB must have Imcl about thirty thousand troops imcler 
Ilia command in Italy boforo tlio taking of Ravenna. Gemanus, when he 
arrived in Africa, found that only one*tliird of the Roman troops about Car¬ 
thago iiad reinainod faithful, and the rebels under Stozas amounted to eight 
thousand men. As there were still troops in Numidia which had not joined 
the dcsoriors, tlio Avlmlo Roman force in Africa cannot liavo been less than 
llftoea thousand. Narscs, in the year 651, when the empire began to show 
oviclont proofs of the bad olYects of Justinian’s government, coiud assemble 
thirty thousand chosen troops, an army which defeated tlie veterans of Totila 
and destroyed tho fiorco bands of Franks and Alamanni which hoped to 
wrest Italy from tho Romans. Tho character of tlio Roman troops, in 
spito of all that modern writers have said to depreciate them, still stood 
so liigli that Totila, the warlike monarcli of tho Goths, strove to induce 
them to join his aUudavd by offers of high pay. No army had yet proved 
itself equal to tho Roman ou tho field of battle 5 and their exploits in 
Spain, Africa, Colohia, and Mesopotamia, proved their excellence j though 
tho defeats which they sustained, both from tho Persians and on the Danube, 
rovoal tho fact tliat tlioir onomios were improving in military science, and 
watching every opportunity of availing themeelves of any neglect of the 
Roman government in maintaining tho eflicioncy of the army, 


nCCADKNCES OF TJIE SOLDIERY 

Numerous examples could bo cited of almost incredible disorder in the 
armies, originating generally in tho misconduct of the imperial government. 
Belisarius attompled, but found it impossible, to enforce strict discipline,^ 
when tlio soldiers were unpaid and tho officers authorised to act indepen¬ 
dently of his orders. Two thousand Heruli ventured to quit his standard in 
Italy, and, after marching round tho Adriatic, wore pardoned by Justinian 
ftud again engaged in the imperial service, Procopius mentions repeatedly 
tliat tho conduct of the unpaid and unpunished troops ruinod tho provinces j 
and ill Africa, no loss than three Roman offieei’s, jStoz.as, Maximin, and. Gon- 
thai'is, attempted to render tliom.selvcs independent, and were supported by 
large bodies of troop.s. The Greeks were tho only portion of the population 

1 AgaUvlafl’’ BlatcB that tU© raillUvry cstabllalxiumt of tUo CTOiilro onco consisted of 6'46,000 

men. It probably included tho local miliUa and the eAri'iaona. „ . ^ 

‘“According to rrocopma/ Belisaiiiw told hla hoops Umt tho Perslana excelled them in 
(llscipllnc. 



104 


THE HISTORT OF THE EASTERN EMPIRE 


Lfi27-rin3 A.D.] 


who 

least 


were cousidercd as sincerely attached to tho iiiiiDorial govermncnl, or at 
who would readily defend it against every enemy i and aceordingly 
Gontharis, when he wished to secare Carthage, ordered all tho Grooka to b(3 
murdered without distinction. The Greelcs werc^ however, rroiu their jjosi- 
tioii and rank in society as burgesses or taxpayers, almost entirely exuludod 
from the army, and though they furnished the greater jnirt of tho sailors for 
tho fleet, tliey were generally an unwtarlike population. Witiges, the Gotluo 
king, calls the Roman army of Belisarius an army of Greeks, a band of 
pirates, actors, and mountebanks. 

One of tlie most unfortunate measures of Justinian was tho diMbanding all 
the provincial militia. This ia incidenially mentioned in the Secret Uiston/ 
of Procojuus, who informs us that Thcrmopylro had l)Oon proviomsly guarded 
by two thousand of this militia; but tlmt this corps was dissolved, and a 
garrison of regular troops placed in Greece. As a general menaiire it was 
probably dictated by a plan of fliiaucial reform, and not by imy fear of ])opn- 
lar insurrection; hut its effects were extremely injurious to tho emjiiroin the 
deoliuiiig state of society, and in the increasing djsorgani.sation of the ooJitral 
power; and though it may possibly have provojilod some provinces from 
recovering their nidepciidonce by their own arms, it projmrcd the way for tlj (3 
easy conquests of the Avars and Arabs. Justinian\Yas deslrons of (/entnilis- 
ing all powoi’, and rendering all public burdens uniform and HyMtematie; and 
had adopted tho opinion Ctiab it was chcapor io defend tho ein])iro by walls 
and fortresses than by a movablo army. The practice of niovijig tho troons 
with great celerity to defend the frontieva had induced the ohleevH io ivl)an- 
clon the ancient practice of fortifying a regular cam]); and at last even tjjo 

neglected. The barbarians, howttvor, could always 
movQ with greater rapidity than the regular troops of llio einj)ire. 

to secure the fpntiers,Justiuianadoptedaplauofcon8tni(iLliigoxLon.sivo 
hues supported by lunumevablo forts and caste, in whioli he placed g uT on 
Th..*? • that they might be ready to sally out on the inva.liill^^ bIS 
extended from the Adriatic to tlio Black Sea, and wore fnrtli('r 
gtheued hy tho long wall of Anastasius, which eovorcMl (kjjwtantinonJn 
nKt the ^raoian Cbei.oneaua and Iho Told, an ^> > 0 

/ f aixl at tli« lallm ua ot (JovinU,, v cl 

tiontd.t R 

of any arrangements of thf gOTCi-nmont '^'*1 

divisions of the roffiments Iwl l,AAn T:’ miuueuvreH of ilu) 

used had fallen iifto Sm ul 7 neglected that tlio buglc-oallM oneo 

motley recruits, of diS^thTu Zu un^" 'Hu, 

rapidity a perception of the delicaov nf roqniailo 

infantry no longer moved ^ music, ami llio Uonuiii 


itlVUU. 
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orders to the troops engaged in sldrmiahing -witli tlie Goths. On this 
occasion it was suggested to him by Pi’ocoj)iu3, his secrotary and the historian 
of his wars, to replace the forgotten bugle-calls by making use of the brazen 
trumpet of the cavalry to gouucl a charge, and of the infantry bugle to summon 
a retreat, 

Foreigners were preferred by the emperors as the occupants of the highest 
military commancla 5 and tire confidence with which the barbarian chiefs were 
honoured by the court enabled many to reach the highest rank in the army. 
Naraes, tho most diatiiiguishcd military leader after Belisarius, was a Pers- 
Armenian captive. Peter, who commanded against the Persians in the cam¬ 
paign of 528 .i -was also a Pors-Armeniau. Pliaraa, who besieged Gelimer iu 
Mount Pappua, was a Ilernliaii. Muudua, who commanded in Illyria and 
Dalmatia, was a Gepid jirince. Chilbud, who, after several victories, per¬ 
ished with his army in defending tho frontiers against the Slavonians, was of 
northern descent, as may be inferred from hia name. Solomon, wlio governed 
Africa with groat courage and ability, was a oiuiuch from Dara. Artaban 
was an Armenian prinoo. Johannes Troglita tlie patrician, the hero of the 
poem of Corippua called the Johaniiid^ is also supposed to have been an 
Aunenian. Yet tlic empire might still have furnished excellent officers, as 
well ns valiant troop.s; for the Isaurians and Tlimeians continued to distin¬ 
guish thomsolvQS in every field of battle, and were equal in courage to tlic 
neroest of the barbarians. 

It becamo tho fashion in the army to imitate the manners and habits of 
tho barbarians ; their headlong personal courage becamo the most admired 
quality, ovcti in the highest rank; and nothing tended more to hasten the 
dociiy of tho military art. The oITicors in tho Uoman armies became more 
intent 011 distinguishing themselves for personal exploits than for exact 
order and strict discipline in their cordis. Even Belisarius liimself appears 
at times to liavo forgotten the duties ol a general in his eagerness to exhibit 
ins personal valour on his bay chargor; though he ma^, on such occasions, 
have considered that tlio necessity 01 keeping up the spirits of his army was 
a siiflioient apology for hi.s rashness. Unquestionably the army, as a mili¬ 
tary Gstablishinent, had declined in excellence ere Justinian ascended the 
throne, and his reign tended to sink it much lower; yet it is probable that 
it was never more romarlcablo for the enterprising valour of its officers or 
for their personal skill in tho use of their weapons. Tho death of numbers 
of tho highest rank, in battles and skirmishes in which they rashly engaged, 
proves this fact. There was, however, one important feature of ancient 
tactics still preserved in the Roman armies, which gave them a decided 
suporiorit}'' ovor their enoiniea. Thoy Iiad still tlio confidence in their dis¬ 
cipline and skill to form their ranks, and encounter their opponents in line ; 
tho bravest of their enemies, whether on the banks of the Danube or the 
Tigris, only ventured to oliarge them, or receive their attack, in close 
masses.d 




CHAPTER IV 

THE LATER YEARS OV JUSTINIAN'S REIGN 

[535-506 A.U.] 

BYZANTIUM RID8 HOME OF TILE 00X118 

The empire of the Ostrogoths, though establislictl on prinoiploH of a just 
administration by the wsdom of tlio great Tlioodoric, soon bogiin to huFiVi' 
as complete a national demoralisation ns tliat of iho VuiuIuIh, Llioiigh Iho 
Goths tliemaelves, from being more civilised and living inoro diroolly uiidor 
tliG restraint of laws which protected the property ol thnir Uonian 
had not become iiicUvitlually so oorrnpted by the possession of wealth, 

The conquest of Italy ^ had not produced any very great Yevolution in the 
state of the country. The Romans had long hcou accuslcmicd to lio doComkHl 
in name, but in fact to be ruled, by the commamlors of tho uvonunuu'y 
troops in the emporor’a socvico, Tho Goths, oven after lliu oouqurHl, 
allowed them to retain two-thirds of tlioir lauded eatat('H, witli all tlioir 
movable property; and as they had really been jw coiuplcLoly oxuluded fj'om 
military service under their own emperors, their social ooiidilion iiiidorwout 
but little change. Policy induced Thcodorio to treat the iij]iid)itimlH (d 
Italy with mildness. The permanent inaintenaiico of Jiis cuiKinoHlH rtniuirod 
a considerable revenue, and that rovoime could only bo Hnj)pliod by the 
industry and civilisation of Ida Italian subjects. Ilia aagaoiLy told him 
that it was wiser to tax the Romans than to plunder ilioni, and ihal it wim 
necessary, in order to secuve tlio ftnita of a regular system of idixaliou, to 
leave them in the possession of ihoso laws and privileges which enabled 
them to defend their civilisation. 

'Ihe kingdom which the great TliGodoric left to his grandson Athidavic, 
under the guardianship of his daughter Amalafiuntha, ombnuunl not only 
Italy, tucily, and a portion of the south of Franco; it also inelutled Duliim- 
dnJJZl n Panuonia, Noricum. and Rmtia. In thcHc uxtoimivo 

‘rS. r.n ^9™^ but a small part of Llio population ; and 

}et the Gollig, from tlio privileges Avhich they enjoyed, were evorywlioro 

Wef^tcr^nnipliol'-V'^^^^^ ^"hnno, un.lor "Tlu. 
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regai’ded with jealousy by the buUc of tlie inhabitniita. Disaeusioaia arose In 
the royal family s Atlmlarie died young; Amalasuntha was murdoTed by 
Iheodatus, Jiia yucceysot'; and iig eiio had been, in constant commuTiicatioii 
with the court of Conatantinople, this crime afforded Justinian a decent pre¬ 
text for interforing m the affairs of the Gotha. To prepare the way for the 
recoiUiaest of Italy, Bclisarius was sent to attack Sicily, which ho invaded 
witli an army of 7500 men, in the year 635, and subjected without difficulty. 
During tlio same campaign, Dalmatia was conquered by the imperial arms, 
recovered by tho Gotlis, but again reconquered l)y Justinian’s troops. A 
rebellion of tho troops in Africa arrested, for a while, the progress of Beli- 
sarius, and compelled him to visit Carthago; hut he returned to Sicily in a 
short time, and crossing over to Rliogiuin marched directly to Neapolis. 
As ho proceeded, ho was overywhore welcomed by the inliablLants, who were 
then almost iiiiivor.sally Greeks; even the Gothic coiiimander in the south of 
Italy favoured the progress of the Roman general. 

'I'ho oily of Neapolis made a vigoroua defence; but after a siege of three 
weeks it was taken by introducing into the idaoo a body of troops through 
the passage of an ancient aqueduct. Tho conduct of Behsarius, after the 
capture of the city, was dictated by policy, and displayed very little human¬ 
ity. Ah tho iiiliabitants lind shown some disposition to assist tlie dothio 
garrison In defending tho city, and as such conduct would have greatly 
inoroaHod the difllciilty of his campaign iii Italy, in order to intimidate 
tho population of other cities ho appears to have winked at tlie pillage of tlie 
town, to have tolerated tho massacre of many of the citizens in the cliurohes, 
whore they had sought an asylum, and to have overlooked a sedition of the 
lowest populace, in which the Icaclers of tho Gothic party wore assassinated. 
From Neapolis, Belisarius marched forward to Romo. 

Only sixty years had elapsed since Romo Imd been conquered by Odo- 
acer; and during this period its population, tlio ecclesiastical and civil au¬ 
thority of its bishop i/ho was tho Inghost dignitary of the Christian world, 
and the inlliionco of its sonato wliich still continued to bo in the eyes of nian- 
kiniL the most honourable political body in existonco, enabled it to preserve 
a species of iiulopoiicloiifc civic constitution. Tiieodoric had availed himself 
of thi.s municipal government to smooth away many of the difficnlties which 
presented themselves in tlio administration of Italy. The Gotha, however, 
in leaving tho Roinuns in possession of their own civil laws and. insti¬ 
tutions, laid not diminished their aversion to a foi'eign yoke; yet as they 
possessed no distinct feelings o£ nationality apart from their conneobioa 
willi tlio imperial domination and their religious orthodoxy, they never 
aspired to iiidcpcndenco, and were contout to turn their eyes towards the 
emperor of tho East as their legitimate sovereign. Bolisarhis, therefore, 
entered tho Eternal City rather as a friend than as a ooiiqucror; but he bad 
liardly entorod it before ho perceived that it would be necessary to take 
every precaution to defend his conquest against tho now Gothic king Witiges. 
Ho imiuediately repaired tho walls of Romo, strengUieiiecl them with a breast¬ 
work, collected large stores of provisions, and prepared to sustain a siep;e. 

The GoLliic war forms an important epoch in the history of the city of 
Romo; for within tho space of sixteen years it changed masters five times, 
and suffored three severe sieges. Its population was almost destroyed; its 
public buildings and its walls must have nndergoiio many changes, accord¬ 
ing to the exigencies of tho various measures required for its defence. 
It lias, consequently, been loo generally assumed that tho existing walls 
indicate tho exact position of the walla of Aiirelian. I'hia period is also 
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memorable for the ruin of many monuments of ancient art, which tho gen¬ 
erals of Justiniaji destroyed without compunction.* 

\Vitige.s laid siege to Rome with an army said by PrenjopiuR'^ to have 
amounted to 150,000 men} yet this army was insnllieiojit to nivoRl ilio whole 
circuit of the city. The Gotliic king dzati'ibuted lua troops in hovcii forLiiiod 
camps; six \Yei’fl formed to surround the city, and the seventh was plaoed 
to protect the Milvian bridge. Pivo camps covered fcfio space from the Pru5- 
neatiue to the Flaminian gates, and the remaining camp was formed iicyond 
the Tiber, in the plain below the Vatican. By these an'iingcmoiits tlio 
Goths only commanded about half the circuit of Homo, and tlic roads to 
Naples and to the ports at the mouth of the Tiber I'cmaincd o[ien. 'I'lio 
Roman infantry was now the weakest part of a Roman army. lOvon in the 
defence of a fortified city it was subordinate to the cavalry, and the military 
superiority of the Roman arms was sustained by inerceiuiry luu’sonuiu. It is 
strange to find the tactics of the Middle Ages described by Procopius in 
classic Greek. 


In spite of the prudent arrangements adopted by BoliHariuH to iimnro snp- 
jdies of provision.q from his recent conquests in Sicily and ACricu, Uomo hiA'- 
fered very severely from famine during the siogo j but tlic (lotliio (inuy way 
compelled to undergo equal Imrdships, and sufforod far gi’Calor 1 ohhor‘ from 
disease. T)ie communications of tlio garrisoJi witli the coast wore for a liino 
interrupted, I)ut at Ia.st a bodv of five tUousuiid frosli tr()0])s and an iibnndnnt 
supply of provisions, despatched by Justinian to the assi.stanco of BdliHurins 
entered Romo. Shortly after the arrival of tliis reinforcement, IJm OoDjh 
tound tliomaelvea conatraiued to abandon the siogo, in wliicli they Inul p(*]-- 
sevei-eti for a year. Justinian again auginoiitcd Jus army in Iialy, by Homiincr 
over aavou thousand troops under the command of Clio onnuch 'Ninwn u 
man whose luilitavy talents wore in no way inferior to ihosu of BcliHuiVuR 
and whose name occupies an equally important place in the hiRtovy oC Ualv’ 

pvudout joalousy wMcU dictated tlui Htvir.tcHt 
control over all the powerful generals of the empivo, luul oonfurred nn NimsoR 

mo ovov hi 3 own division, and that gcnoriil, pir.suming 

delajed the progress of the Roniim arms. 'L’ho Gotha aviulrd tlioinwivoH of 
the opportunity to coutiuuo the war with vigour; tlioy RuemuIr 

^**"‘*^ admitted u Honinji garriaon ami aat'kod (}\n 

_ .'Vit«g3 hnding Ills resourcc.s iimflcctiiaf.fl In nhn^h _ 


mtUp.VnVnT- popumtion ot Mcdiolmuim at tlji.s noriod 

roes to excite tlie iealomiv of despatehcR au omhassy to CHioh- 

TlisoJebort 0„t e/nXX,ftllv^ mo,mr«, TIu. Fnufka, 

sariua, being placed at i ""H- 

eonn te™,i.fdfd the RavennV t 'T 

Gothic cnpiUU, wiH invoRU’d; but 
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the siege was more remarkable for the negotiations which \vev& carried on 
during its progress than for the military operations. The Goths* with the 
coiisent of Wiliges, made Boliaariua the singular offer of acknowledging him 
as tliG emperor of the West, on condition of his joining his forces to theirs, 
permitting them to retain their position and property in Italy, and thus 
ensuring tlicui the possession of their nationality and their peculiar laws. 

Porhaps iieitlier the state of the mercenary army which lie commanded 
nor the condition of the Gothic nation rendered the project very feasible. 
It is certain tliat Bclisariiis only listened to it, in order to hasten the sur¬ 
render of Ravenna and secure tlic person of Witiges without further blood¬ 
shed. Italy submitted to Justinian, and the few Goths who still maintained 
their mdcpondence beyond the Po pressed Bolisarius in vain to deokro hini- 
Bolf emperor. But oven without those solicitations, his power had awakened 
the fears of his sovereign, and lie was recalled, though with lioiiour, from his 
command in Italy. lie returned to Constantinople leading Witiges captive, 
as ho had formerly appeared conducting Golimer. 


riNLAY’s ESTIMATE OP BELISAKIUS 

Groat as tho taloiits of Rclisuriiis really were, and sound as his judgment 
appears to have boon, still it must bo confessed that liis name occupies a 
inoro pi’omiueiit pkeo in history than his merits are entitled to claim. The 
aooideiit that his conquest j)ut an end to two powerful monarchies, of his 
having led captivo to Oonstantinoplo tho representatives of tho dreaded Geii- 
Borio and the great Theodoric, joined with the circumstance that he enjoyed 
tho fliiigular good fortune of having liis exploits recorded in the olas.?io 
language of Procopius, tlio last historian of tho Greeks, have rendered a 
brilliant career more brilliant from tlio modium through which it is seen. 
At tlio same time tho talc of liis hlindnoss and poverty has cxtoiuled a eym- 
patliy with liis misfortunes into circles which would have remained indiner- 
eiit to the real ovoiits of liis liistory, and made his name nu expression for 
heroic greatness reduced to abject misery by royal ingratitude. 

But Belisarius, thougli ho refused tlio Gothic throne and the empire of 
tho West, did not dospi.so nor neglect wealth; Jio accumulated riches whioli 
could not liave boon aoquived by any comninndcr-in-cliief amidst the wars 
and fnminos of tho period, without rendering tlie military and civil adminis- 
tration .sub.sorvient to liig pecuniary profit. On his return from Italy he 
lived at Constmitinoplo in almost regal splendour, nud maintained a body of 
seven thousand cavalry attached to his household. 

In an ompiro where confiscation was an ordinary financial resource, and 
under a sovereign whose sitnation rondoi’ed jealousy only common prudence, 
it is not surprising tliat tho wealth of Belisarius oxcitecl the imperial cupidity, 
and induced Justinian to seiijo groat port of it. His fortune was twice 
reduced by confiscations. Tho behaviour of tho general under his misfor¬ 
tunes, and the lamentable picture of hia depre^ion which Procopius has 
drawn, when ho lost a portion of his wealth on his first disgrace, does not 
tend to olovaLo liis character. At a later period, his wealth was again con¬ 
fiscated on an accusation of treason, anti on this occasion it is said that ho 
was deprived of his sight, and reduced to such a state of destitution that he 
bogged his bread in a public square, soliciting charity with the exclamation, 
“ Give Belisarius an oboliis \ ” But ancient historiims were ignorant of this 
fable, which has beoii rejected by every modern authority in Byzantine 
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history. Justinian, on calm reflection, disbeliovcd tho UoiiHon impulod to a 
man who, in liia younger clays, had refused to ascend a tlu'ono; or olso ho 
pardoned what he supposed to be the error of ft general to whoso Hovvicos ho 
was so deeply indebted; and Belisarlna, reinstated in soiuo part of his fortune, 
died ill possession of wealth and honour. 


Tnfi GOTHS RtlNW THT5 ^VAU 

Behsaviua had hardly quitted Italy wlion tho Gotlm roasMomhlod tlioir 
forces. They were accustomed to rule, aiicl nourished in tho }irofcHHiou of 
arms. Justinian sent a civilian, Alexander tho logofclioto, to g'ovoi'ii Italy, 
hoping that Ills financial arraiigouienta would rcntlor tliu new crinqiiost 

a source of revenue to tho inipuriul troa.'niry.i 
Tho liscftl administration of tho now govoriior 
soon excited peat dificonUniL lie diminishod 
the number oi tho Uoiniiu fcro()])H, iind pul a slop 
to those profits which a stntu oi )viir iiHimlly 
affords tho military j while at the siuno time 
ho abolished the pensions and privilcgi's wluuh 
formed no incomideraldc ))i)rtioi\ ol t!m rev- 
enw^of the highev clo.8scH,vuvd which had uoycv 
beon cutiroly suppressed during the (iolldc 
domination. Alcxaudoi* may iuivc acted in 
some cases with undue Hcvority in tmforciug 
these measures; but it k Dvidemt, fumi thoir 
Mature, that ho must liavo received expross 
orders to put an end to what Juslinian con- 
sidorccl tho Iftvisli oxpundiluro of Ihdisavius. 

A part of tho Gollm in tho north of Italy 
rotaineil theiriiulopomionoe after llio Hiiri’miiler 
of Witigos. They ruiKo<l llildelmid to the 
throno, which ho occupied about a year wlion 
lie was imirdorcil by one of liia own guards. 
Dio tribe of Uugii tlmn raised Erarhs their 
loader to tho throno { but on Ids eiilering into 
negotmtioii.s with tho lloanuiH ho Avas luurderod 
alter a roigu of only fivo montlis. 'Pelilit -was 
Uicu elected king of Urn Goths, and had ho nut 
Dcou opposed to the greatest men whom tho 
declining ago of tho Uomau l'hni>ivo pvoduood, 
ho would probably have Huccccded in ivKlorinf-- 
the Gothic mouaveUy iu Italy. His mv.i-xmm 

ticc of liis administration PnnfrnSli oouutrymeu, while the jius- 

ment, and gained liim the ppkiwI rapacity of rfuMtiniaii’s govm-u- 

He was on tlmpoint of « mibniKSsion of the n.Uive iirovineials. 

after Ins departure from Raveiim^fm IhilisariuH, who 

... - j. „ ssj!;: .... 

tJJS fialciiers were wHUag lo nnaergo iho haznM Jf wav.nj '’^'"^^*'0’"' : »H'i aeiin of 
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The imperial forces were completely destitute of tjmt unity and military 
organisation which constitute a number of different corps into one army. 
The various bodies of troops were commanded by officers completely indepen¬ 
dent of one another, and obedient only to Belisariiis as commander-in-chief. 
Justinian, acting on his usual maxims of jealousy, and distrusting Belisariua 
more than formerly, had retained tho greater part of his bodyguard and 
all his veteran followers at Constantinople j so that he now appeared in 
Italy unaccompanied by a staff of .scientific officers and a body of veteran 
troops on who.s 0 experience and discipline he could rely for implicit obedience 
to Ilia orders. The heterogeneous elements of which his army was composed 
made all combined operationa impracticable, and his position was rendered 
still more disadvantageous by the change that had taken place in that of 
his enemy. ToLila was now able to command every sacrifice on tho part 
of his followers, for tho G-oihs, taught by tlieir misfortunes and deprived 
of their wealth, felt tho iinportanco of union and discipline, and paid the 
strictest attention to tho orders of their eovereign. Tho Gothic king laid 
siege to Romo, and Belisarius e-stablished himself in Porto, at the mouth of 
the Tiber 5 but all his endeavours to relieve tho besieged city proved unsuc¬ 
cessful, and Totila oompelled it to suiTouder under his eye and in spite of 
all his oxorLiona. 

Tho national and religious feelings of the orthodox Romans rendered 
them tho irroconoilablo enemies of the Arian Goths. Totila soon perceived 
that it would not be in Ida power to defend Romo against a scientifio enemy 
and a ho.stilo population, in consoquoiioc of tlio great extent of the fortifica¬ 
tions, and tho iiiiijossibility of dislodging tho imperial troops from the forts 
at tlio mouth of Lno Tiber. But he also perceived tliat the Eastern emperors 
would bo unable to luaintain a footing in ooutial Italy without the support of 
tlie Roman population, wIio.s& industrial, coininoroialj aristocratic, and ecole- 
siastlcal inlluouce was couoontrated iu the city population of Ron\e, He 
therefore delonnincd to destroy tho Eternal Oity, and if policy authorise 
kings on great occasions to trample on tho precepts of humanity, tho king of 
the Gotlis might claim a right to destroy tho race of tlie Romans. Even the 
statesmini may still doubt whether tho uooisioii of Totila, if it had been onr- 
riecl into execution in tho most merciless manner, would not havo purified 
the moral atmospliero of Italian society. 

He commenced tlio destruction of tho walls j but either tlie difficulty of 
completing his project or tho feelings of humanity which were inseparable 
from his enlightened ambition induced him to listen to tho representations 
of Belisarius, who ooiijurod him to abandon Ins barbarous scheme of devasta¬ 
tion. Totila, novcrtholoss, did evorytliing in his power to depopulate Rome; 
ho oompollecl the inhabitants to retire into the Campania, and forced the sen¬ 
ators to abandon their iintiro oity. It is to this emigration that tho utter ex- 
tiiicUon of the old Homan race and civic govornmont must be attributed j for 
whon Belisai'ius, and at a later period Totila himself, attempted to repeople 
Romo, thoy laid tho foundations of a new society, which coimeots itself rather 
with tho history of the Middle Agoa than with that of preceding times. 


DBLISAniU.S IK HOME 

Belisai’ius entered the city after the doiiarturo of the Goths ; and as he 
found it clesoriod, he had the greatest diffiouliy in putting it in a state 
of defence. But though Bclisarius was enabled, by his inilitaiy skill, to 
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to bring baok victory to the Roman standards in Italy, ho roooivod ponnis- 
sion to resign the command and return to Consfc£uitinoj)lL'. Ilis -want of 
success must be attributed solely to the inadequacy of Llio ineans jilaccd at 
his disposal for encounteruig au active and able sovoroigii lilco Totihi. Tiio 
unpopularity of his second administrutioii in Italy arose from tho noglnot of 
Justinian in paying the troops, and the necessity which that ii'iegularity 
imposed on their commander of levying heavy contributions on the Uidimia, 
while it rendered the tash ol enforcing strict diseipline, and o£ pyoiouting 
the property of the people from the ill-paid soldiery, qnito iinjiracUoiihlo. 
Justice, however, requires that wo should not omit to inoniion Unit lloliHii" 
I’ius, though he returned to Constantinople with dinuiiishod glory, did not 
neglect his pecuniary interests, and came back without any iliniliiution of 
his wealth. 

As soon as TotHa was freed from the I’eatraint iinposod ojv hia move- 
nients by the fear of Belisarius, ho quickly recovered Romo } uiul ihu Uxsm 
of Italy appeared inevitable, when Justinian dcoiiled on milking a now effort 
to retain it. As it was necessary to send a largo army iigiiinst tlio (loths 
and invest the commander-in.chief witli groat powers, it is not iirobable ihat 
Justiniau would have trusted any other of Jus gonorals inoj-o tlmn lUdiHariuH 
had he not fortunately possessed an able oOicor, tlm mimudi Niirni's, who 
could n^er rebel with the hope of placing tho imperial crown on his own 
head. The assurance of his fidelity gave Namea groat indmmoo in tho 
interior of the palace, and secured him u support which wonhl nevov liiivo 
been cotieeded to any other general. Ills military taloiKs, and Ids frondom 
lioiii the reproach of avarice or peculation,augmontod hiHimrHimiil inllumujo. 
and his auigence and liberality soon a.ssomb]o(l a powmfiil iirniv. 'J'Jm 
uSm troops—Iluiw, I-IeruUane, Amumiaus, mul J.nmimrd,. - 

V ' the veteran Roman noUUei'K. 'I’lm iivst 

oifj'Sct of arses after hfs arrival irt Italy was to forco tijo (lotliH to WnIc « 

fiSrin tEfrir oxcollonco of liis troops and to Idy own 

skill in the employment of their superior diaondino. 

IJi® armies met at Taginm (Tadinumj near Nuocriu INoom-i'i mol 

army near tho banks of the SarnusVsarnnf^ JJmms, who pnrmhcd with his 
kingdom of the Ostrogoths and iJhS wK death put an oiul to tho 

to tlie civil government of hi** Nawca to turn lua wholo attimtion 

sluguhuly well adapted to bi« to luivu boon ii iniin 

wl.ic,U. ™„,cl lev, ™ th’e pXca 
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out ari’esting the gradual improvement of the country. Hia fiscal govern¬ 
ment was, nevertheless, regarded by the Italians as extremely severe, and ho 
^v{va uupopvdw with thft innuhitautvi oC Rome. 

The exiatoiice of n numerous Roman population in Sp.'vin, connected with 
the Eastern Empire by tho memory of ancient ties, by active commercial 
relations, nnd by a strong orthodox feeling against the Arian Visigoths, 
enabled Justinian to avail himself of these advantages in the same manner 
as he had done in Africa and Italy. Tho king Tlieudes had attempted to 
make a diversion in Africa by besieging Ceuta, in ovclor to call off tlie atten¬ 
tion of Justinian from Italy. His attack was unsuccessful, but the circum¬ 
stances wore not favourable at tho tinio for Justinian’s attempting to revonge 
the injury.^ Dissensions in tho country soon after enabled the emperor to 
take part in a civil war, and ho seized the pretext of sending a fleet and 
troops to support tho claims of a rebel cliief, in order to secure the possession 
of a largo portion of tlie south of Spain. The rebel Athanagild, having 
been elected kiiig of tho Visigoths, vainly endeavoured to drive the Romans 
out of tho provinces which they had occupied. Subsequent victories ex¬ 
tended the conquests of Justinian from tho mouth of the Tagus, Ebora, and 
Corduba, along tho coast of the ocean and of the Mediterranean, almost as 
far as VvvlGulia •, and at Uuxca the ralatious of the Romans with tho CathoHo 
population of the interior enabled them to cai*ry their aims almost into the 
centre of Spain. The Eastern Empire retained possession of these distant 
oonquGsla for about sixty years. 


gibbon’s KSTIMATIS or BELlSARias AND HIS TIMES 

Our cstiinatQ of porsoiml merit is relative to the common facilities of 
mankiiuh Tho aspiring ellforts of genius or virtue, either in activs or 
apecuUitivo life, arc measured not so much by thoir renl elevation as by the 
hoiglit lo whicli they {wceiitl above tho level of tlmir ago or counli'y; ajid 
the same statuvu, which in a people of giants would pass luinoticea, must 
appear conspicuous in a race of pigmies. Lcoiiidas and his three hundred 
companions devoted their lives at Thormopylio} but tho oclucation of the 
infant, the boy, and tho man had prepared, and almost insured, this memo¬ 
rable sacrifice ; and eauh Spartan would aijprove, rather than admire, an act 
of duty of whicU huuBclf uud eight tUouaaud of hia follow-citizcua were 
equally capable. 

The groat Pompoy might inscribe on his troplhes that ho had defeated in 
battle two millions of onemioy, and reduced fifteen hundred cities from the 
lake hheotis Lo the Rod Sea; but the fortune of Rome flew before liis eagles; 
tho nations were oppressed by ilioir own fears, and tho invincible legions 
wlucli ho comniandecl had boon formed by the habits of conquest and tho 
disciplino of ages. In this view, tlie character of lieliaarius may be de- 
Hcrvotlly placed above the heroes of the ancient republic. Ilis imperfeo^ 
tiona flowed from the contagion of tlio times; his virtues were his own, the 
free gift of nature or reflection; ho raised himself without a master or a 
rival; and so inadequate were tlie arms committed to his hand that his solo 
advantage was derived from tho pride and presumption of Ins adversaries. 
Under his command, tlio subjects of Justinian often deserved to be called 
Romans ; but the nnwarlike appellation of Greeks was imposed as a term of 
reproacli by tho Iiaugiity Goths, who affected to blush that they must dispute 
tho kingdmn of Italy with a nation of tragedians, pantomimea, and pirates. 

UvW, —voi,. vu, [ 
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T1.0 climate of Asia liaa imleed beau found less oontronial than that of 
Bmopa to military spirit; tliose populous conn rics ivoro ouormlod by 
taiux despotism, and superstition, and the monks ivcro luoio oxpeimivc 
ISnorc mimei'ous than the soldiers of the East. 1 ho regular force of the 
emuive had once amounted to 646,000 men: it was rodiiccd, m the time of 
Justinian, to 150,000; and this numher, largo as it may soein, ivas thinly 
scattered over the sea and land—in Spam and Italy, in Afuuv .md Egypt, 
on the hanks of the Damibs, the coast of Euxmo, end tha frontioim of 1 orsia. 
The eita was exhausted, yet the soldier was unpaid; Ins poverty was 
miseliisvmisly soothed by the privilege of ranliio and iiidolmicm; and llio 
tardy payments were detained and intercepted by tlio fraud of those agmits 
who usurp, without ooumge or danger, the omoliimonta of wav. i'nbiie 
and privatG distress iccrrutcd tli© anwes of tho ntiilo; uiit m Lho doUl, 
and still mora in the presence of the enemy, their numbers were iilways 
def cctivca 

The want of imtioinil spirit was supplied hy the precai'ioiia fiiitli luid dis¬ 
orderly aervico of barbarian mercenaries. Even military lumonr, which has 
often survived the loss of 7ivtu6 and freedom, was almost totally esiiuct. 
The generals, who were inuUipUecl beyond the oxmnplo of forjiior times, 
laboured only to prevent tlie success, or to flully tlie roputiiiion, of tboir coU 
leagues; and they liad been taught by expcrienco tlml, if merit somotimos 
provoked tlio jealousy, error or even guilt would obtain tho indulguuoo of a 
gracious emperor. 

In such an age the triumphs of Bolisnrius, and uftorwiirdH of Nnrsos, sliine 
with incomparable lustre ; but tliey arc enoonipnsscd with ilio dnrkost bIkuIos 
of disgrace and calamity.^ 


BAUBAUIC INUOAUS 


Even the G-otliio victories of Bclisarius woro 2 >i'ojiidioIiil In tho Btato, 
silica they abolished tho important barrier of tho ujipoi' Danube, which hiul 
been so faithfully guarded oy Theodorio and his daughter, h'uv the dofonce 
of Italy, the Gotlis evacuated Baniionia and Noriomn, wliich tliuy left in a 
peaceful and flourishing condition; tho sovereignty wan chunKul by tho 
emperor of tlio Romans, llie actual possession was ahuudoiiod to tho bold¬ 
ness of the first invader. On tho opposite banks of tho Danube, Ihn jdains 
of upper Ilmigary and tlic Traiisylvaiiiau lulls wero poascssud, hincu tho 
death of Atfcihi, by tho tribes of tho Gepidm, who rc.spoot(ul Urn (loUiid iirnis 
and despised not indeed tho gold of tho Romans but tlio sooroL motive of 
their annual subsidies. 

The vacant fortifications of tho river wero infiUintly oocupied by thc.so 
barbarians ; their standards were plautod ou the walls of Siviwiuiu and lioU 
gradej and the ironical tone of their apology aggravated iluH insult on tlio 
majesty of the empire. “So oxtonsivo, O Cmeiir, uro your douniiioiiH, so 
numerous are your cities, that you arc continually aeulciug for nutiojiB to 
rri o ov way, you wnxy rohniiuiah Iho.'io nsuloss iios.Hiissioiia. 

ihe Gepidie are your bravo and faithful alUea ; and if they have antiuinalcd 
your gifts, they have shown a just confidence iu your bounty,” 'rimiv urc- 
sumption was excused by the mode of rovongo wliioh Jiistiiiiiin oiubriiood. 
Instead of asserting the rights of a sovereign for Uio lu-oloction of his sub¬ 
jects, the emperor invited a strange people to iuvado and pnsycBS tho iloinun 


1 il-i says Freeman,/“wfw poiliaps tlio 

ho aid the greatest things with the smallest moans,”] 


ercalcflt coininaiulor Umt over llvod, 


na 
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provinces botwoGii the Danube and the Alps; and the ambition of the 
Gepidfo was checked by the rising power and fame of the Lombards 

Tills corrupt appellation has been diffused in the thirteenth ceiitniT bv 
the jnerchauts and bankers, the Italian posterity of these savage warriors * 
but the original name of Langobards is expres¬ 
sive only of the peculiar length and fashion of 
their bcarda.i About the time of Augustus 
and. 'Jhajan, a ray of historic light breaks on. 
the darkness of their antiquities, and tliey are 
discovered, for the first time, between the Elbe 
and the Oder. Fierce beyond the oxamplo of 
the Germans, tliey delighted to propagate the 
tremendous belief that their beads were formed 
like the heads of dogs, and that they drank tlie 
blood of their enemies whom they vaiiquishod 
in battle. Tlio sniallneas of tlioir mimbers was 
recruited by the adoption of their bravest 
slaves ; and alone, amidst thoirpowerful noigh- 
boura, they dofondecl by (vvms their Uigh-spirited 
iuclopeiuleiico. 

In the tempest of the north, which ovov- 
whohnod so many names and nations, this little 
bark of the Lombards still floated on the sur¬ 
face. They gradually descended towards tlio 
south and the Danube, and at the end of four 
hundred years ^ they again appear with tlieir 
ancient valour and renown. Thoir maunors 
were not less ferocious, Tlio assaasiiintion of 
a royal guest was executed in the prosouco and 
by tho command of the king’s daughter, who 
had been provoked by some words of insult 
and disappointed by his diminutive stature;® 
and a tribute, tho price of blood, was imposed 
on tho Ijombards by his brother tho king of 
the Hci'uli. Adversity revived a sense of moderation and justice, and the 
insolence of conquest was chastised by tho signal defeat and irreparable dis¬ 
persion of tho Horuli, who were seated in tho southern provinces of Poland.* 

Tho victories of tho Lombards recommended tliem to the friendship of 
tho omperora; and at the solicitation of Justinian tlioy passed tho Danube 
to reduce, according to thoir treaty, tho cities of Noriciim and tho fortresses 
of Paiinoiiia. Dut tho spirit of rapine soon tempted thorn beyond these 
ample limits; they wandorod along the coast of the Adriatic aa far as 

['This is tho old theory, and Hodgkin? snyB, *«I confess that, to mo, tho old-fashioned 
clorivation, that which was accoptocl by leldoreA and rauhw, still eeoins tho most probable.’ ’ The 
word haul, uauaily aUiod lo the Ijnttn harba, "•Vjonrd," has also been TcInneA to Viio oW High 
Gerniari harla, “ axo,” and to bortl, “ shore,’• mid some wntors would tranelato Langobards os 
"Long-axc-nioii” or “ Loug-slioi 0 -inon.”j 

Hodgkin o says “ three liuntlrcd years.”] 

® Pawlu.sDlaconu 8 * tolls tho story, 1 . 20 , Uodulf was then king of thollenill, aud his brother 
was Klllod ijy the aorvanls of King Tftto, “scvontb Lombard king."] 

I* Ilodgldin? calls Lho Ilonill ” 0 . perpetual puzzle to ethnologists," and quotes Zeusa.i who 
calls them " tho most unstable of German trlbea." Thoir sent at tho moment in question is also 
variously guessed at, Hodgkin hioltning to Unngniy. This fatal battle took place about 608. 
Tho Loinbauls >Yoro ArimiB, —how they wore convoited wo do not know, —and they brought 
Into Italy a lilomrchy of blahops, prlcsta, and doacona.] 
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Dyi'i’liachium, and presumec], witli familiar rudeness, to onter iho townn and 
houses of their Roman allies, and to seize the capiiv( 5 S Avho had osciipocl 
from their audaoioiis hands. These acts of hoaUhly, live aallica, iis it might 
be pretended, of some loose adventurers, wero disownod by tho initioii and 
excused by the emperor 5 but the arms of the Lombards woru nioro soriously 
engaged by a contest of thirty years, which was torniimiLcd only by tho 
extirpation of the Gepiclm. 

The hostile nations often pleaded their cause before tho ihvono of Oou- 
stantinople j and the mfty Justinian, to whoui ilio barbiiriuns woro almost 
equally odious, pronounced a partial and ambiguous fioiitoncu, and doxlcr- 
ously protracted the war by alow and inoffectual succours. Their strongili 
was formidable, since the Lombards, who sent into tho hold several myriads 
of soldiers, still claimed, as the weaker side, tho ol! tho iLuuivns. 

Their spirit intrepid, yet such is the uncertainty of oounigo that the two 
ai'iuiea were suddenly struck with a panic; tlioy lied from oacli nlhor, avid 
tlie rival Icings remained with their guards in the midst of an omjdy jhaiii. 
A short truce was obtained, hut their mutual rosontmont iigaiii Icimllcd} 
nud the remembrance of their shamo rendered tlio next (nuuvuuler moro 
desperate and bloody. Forty thousand of tho barbariaiiH i)m‘iHli()(l in tlio 
decisive battle ^ which broke the power of tlio (iOpidm, transfcu’i'utl tho fiairs 
and wishes of Justinian, and first displayed tho cliarncior of Alliuin, tho 
youthful pi’iuoe of the Lombards and tho fuluro conqueror of llaly. 


SLAVIC INCURSIONS 


ureoic writers, the lormer, who touched tho Euxino and tlio Inko of jMaydi.s, 
derived from the Huns their name or descent; and it is iuumUosh to rmjow 
the simple and well-known picturo of Tatar mnnncrs. 'Plioy woro liold 
and dexterous archers, who drank the milk and feasted on Urn I'lesli of tlmlr 
indefatigable horses; whose flocks and herds followed, or ratlmr guided 
the motions of their roving camps ; to whose inroads no country was nimoLu 
or impervious, and who were practised in flight, Uiougli incapablo of b-iir. 

“^tion was divided into two poworful and hoslilo tnljOH wlio mir 

Trithe ■ tte gRts 'VTI’vimulsliip 

fixed 'vliioli nnturo luul 

? the mdhful dog and the rapacious wolf was aiinlied b\' un am 

out cZSiIr^rl;:ii;:ir 

No o,,>„a l,„tUo 1„« l,ooi, 

t>f Mumio will! 11,c Goths.” The Vo ^ Ihiiikho, ov 
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J^’orty-six liuiidred -s'illages were ycatiered over the provinces of Russia 
and Poland, iincl tlieir luits wore hastily built of rough timber, in a country 
deticient both in stone and iron. Ifirecled, or ratlier eoiicealed, in the deptli 
of forests, on lire banks of rivers or the edge of morasses, we may, not per¬ 
haps witlioiit flattery, compare them to tho architecture of the beaver; which 
they resembled in a double issue to tho land and water for the escape of 
the savage inhabitant — an animal less cleanly, less diligent, and less social 
than that marvellous quadruped. The fertility of tlie soil, rather than the 
labour of tho nativeH, supplied the rustic jileiity of the Slavonians. Their 
sheep and horned cattle wore largo and numerous, and the fields which they 
sowed with millet and panic, afTordod, in tho place of bread, a coarse and 
less nutritive Xood. The incessant rnpino of their neighbours compelled 
tlicni to bury tliia treasure in tlio earth ; but on the appearance of a stranger 
it was freely iinparlcd, by a people whose unfavourable cUaractev is quali¬ 
fied by the epithets of cba.stc, patient, and Ikospitable. As their supreme 
god, they adored an invisible master of tho thunder. Tho rivers and the 
nymphs obtained tlicir subordinate honours, and the popular worship was 
expressed in vows and sacrifice. 

Tho Slavonian.s disdained to obey a dcs^iob, a prince, or even a magis¬ 
trate} but their experience was too narrow, their passions too headstrong, 
to compose a system of equal law or general defence. Some voluntary 
respeot was yielded to ago and valoui’ 5 but each tribe or village existed as a 
separate republic, and all must bo persuaded where none could bo oompellecl. 
They fought on foot, almost naked, and, except an unwieldy shield, without 
any defensive armour} tlieir weapons of offence wore a bow, a quiver of 
small poisoned arrow.s, and a long rope, which they dexterously threw from 
a clistanco, and entangled their oiiemy in a running noose. In the field the 
Slavonian infantry were dangorouR by their speed, agility, and Imrclineai; 
they swam, they dived, they romaiued under water, drawing their breath 
through a hollow cane} and a river or lake was often the scene of their 
unsnsiiocted iimbuscndo. llui llioso wore tho achievements of spies and 
stragglers} the military art was unknown to tho Slavonians} their name 
was obscure, and their conquests were inglorious. 

The level country of Moldavia and Wallachia was occupied by the Antes 
(or Antai), a Slavonian tribe, which swelled tlie titles of Justinian with an 
opithet of conquest. Against the Antes ho erected the fortifications of the 
lower Danube ; and laboured to secure tho alliance of a people seated in 
the direct channel of northern inundation, mi interval of two hiuiclred miles 
between the mountains of Transylvania and tho Euxine Sea. But the Antes 
wanted power and inclination to stem the fury of the torrent} and the light¬ 
armed Slavonians, from a hundred tribes, pursued with almost equal speed 
tho footsteps of tho Bulgarian horse.* Tho payoucnl of one piece of gold for 
each soldier procured a safo and easy retreat tlirough the country of the 
Gepidie, who cominandod the passage of the upper Danube. 

Tlio hopes or foar.s of tho barbarians, their intestine union or discord, the 
accidont of a frozen or shallow stream, the prospect of harvest or vintage, 
tlie pro.sperity or distress of tho Roumns—were the causes which produced the 
uniforiu repetition of annual visits, tedious in tho narrative and destructive 
in the event. ITie same year, and possibly the same month, in which Ravenna 

[* Bury <5 aayfl, “ tho Bulgarians soon ceaso to \m mentioned and It appears probable that 
llioy wore subjugated by llio nolclibourlng Slavs.” lie adds ttiat theso Bulgarians of tho sixth 
century liad nothing to do with tlio fomidatlon of tho Bulgarian Kingdom in the seventh 
century.] 
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slUTcndered was niailced hy an invasion of tlie Huns or Rulganana.i so dread¬ 
ful that it almost effaced the memory oi their past invoada. They spread 
from the suburbs of Constantinople to the Ionian GuU, dostvoyccl Uuvty>Uvo 
cities or castles, erased Potidjea -which Athens haxl buiU niul Philip had 
besieg-ed, and repassed tim Danube, dragging at their liorses’ licola 
120,000 of the subjects of Justinian. In a eubseqiKjnt inroad lliey piovcod 
the wall of the Thracian Cheraonesus, extirpated the habitations and tlio 
inhabitants, boldly traversed the Hellespont, and returned to thmr ooin- 
panions, laden with tho spoils of Asia. Another party, whicli soeinod a 
multitude in the eyes of tho Roniana, penetratod without opposition from 

tho straits of Thorniopyho to llio Tathnnis (ff Cor- 

i iiith; and tho last ruin of Crri'cce bus appearod an 

object too minute for the attention of hintory. 

The works which tUo emperor raised for tho pro- 
tection but at tho exponso of ilia Hidijects served 
only to disclose the weakncH.a of Honiu neglnctod 
part; and the walls, wliieh by Ilatiory inul boon 
deemed impregnable, were oithcr dcHOrlod by il)o 
garrison or scaled by tho barbariann. 'J'hrno thou¬ 
sand Slavonians, who insolently divided Uiciusclves 
into two bands, discovered tlio weivlaiosH and iniaory 
of a triumphunt reign. I'hoy passed tho Dannim 
and the Hebrus, vanquiahod the Homan genorala 
who dared to oppose their progrcHs, and I'Uuulorcd 
with impunity tho oitica of Illyriouni and 'J'linice, 
each of whicli hud arms and numbers to ()V(u’>vJmJin 
their contemptible assailants. 

Whatever praiso tlio boldness of tlio Slavoniams 
may deserve, it is sullied by tlio wiuiitm and tUilib- 
erate cruelty which they aro aoeiisod of oxoroiaing 
on tboir prisoners. Without di.stinoi.ion of ruuk, or 
age, or sex, the captives wore impaled or ilayod alivo, 

or suspended between four ]>osls and bmvten with 
clubs till tlioy expired, or cnoloftod in aomo aiuuuoua 
building and left to peiish in tho (Uuik'h willi thy 

A cosriTMP. i miiroli of 

these savage victors, rerhaps a moro iuipiirtiul nar- 

^ .5 would rcdtico tho nunibor, and iiualjfv iJjo 

had erewi-fl !,« ^ . 1 ''’ of Topinia. wliosn obHli.uU. ilcAirn'o 


or tho historian of JnstiniarexM^^ uuKlnmU. lint tho 
complaint and ronroach* and PmconJiiH 

reigLf thirLy4wo yX^eaTh anS 'tnimicd (J.at, in a 

Imiulrcd tliousand^ot the inhabitants of two 
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of Jxistinian, would perhaps be incapable of supplying six millions of persons, 
the result of this incvediblo estimate. 

In tho inidgt of these obscure calamities, Europe felt the shock of a revo¬ 
lution, -which first revealed to the world the name and nation of the Turks.® 


TURKS AND AVARS 

Since that period tlie Turks have always continned to occupy a inomorahlo 
place ill the history of nmnkiiuU as the destroyers of ancient civilisation. 
In their progreaa toivards tho West, they were preceded by the Avars, a 
people -whose arrival in Europe produced the greatest alarm, whose dominion 
was soon widely extended, but whose complete exten-nination, or iimalgaum- 
tion with their subjects, leaves tho history of their race a problem never likely 
to receive a very satisfactory solution. Tho Avars are supposed to have 
been a portion or the inhabitants of a powerful Asiatic empire which figures 
in the annals of China as ruling a great part of tho centre of Asia, and ex¬ 
tending to tho Gulf of Corea. Tho great empire of the Avars was over- 
tlu'own by a rebellion of their Turkish subjects, and the noblest enste soon 
became lost to history amidst tho revolutions of the Chinese Empire. 

The original soaU of tho Turks wero in the country round the great chain 
of Mount Altai. As subjects of the Avars, they had been distiiiguishecl by 
their skill in working and tempering iron; their industry had procured thena 
wealth, and wealUi iiad inspired thorn with the desire for independence. 
After throwing olT tho yoke o£ tho Avars, they waged war with that people, 
and oomiiellcd the military strength of the nation to fly before thorn in two 
separate bodies, One of these divisions fell back on China ; the other ad¬ 
vanced into wesCorii Asia, and at last entered Europe. The Turks engaged 
in a career of conquest, and in a few 3 'ear 8 their dominions extended from 
tho Volga and tho Caspia-n Sea to the shores of the ocean, or the Sea of 
Japan, and from the banka of tho Oxus (Gihon) to tho deserts of Siberia. 
The wesLern army of tho Avars, increased by many tribes who feared the 
TurkiaU goverumonfe, advanced into Kiiropo as a nation of conquerors, and 
not ns a band of fugitives. Tlio mass of tliis army is supposed to have been 
composed of pooplo of tho Turkish riioo, because those who afterwards bore 
the Avar name in Europe seem to have belonged to that family. It must 
not, however, bo forgotten, that tho mighty army of Avar emigrants might 
easily, in a few generatioufl, lose all national peculiarities, and forget its 
native language, amidst tho greater number of its Hininish subjects, even if 
we should suppose tho two races to liuvo been originally derived from dif¬ 
ferent .stocks. Tlio A-vars, however, avo sometimes styled Turks, even by 
the earliest historians. The use of tho appollntion Turk, in an extended 
sense, iiioUiding tho Mongol rnco, is found in Theophylaotua Simocalta,i« a 
writer possessing con.sicloi'ablo knowledge of tho affairs of easteim Asia, and 
who speaks of tho inhabitants of tho flourialiing kingdom of Taugua as Turks. 
This application of tho term appears to have arisen from the circumstance, 
that tho part of China to which he alluded was subject at tlio time to a 
foreign, or, in liis phrase, a Turkish dynasty. 

Tho Avars soon conquorod all tho countries as far as tho banks of the 
Eanubo, and beforo Justinian’s dcalh they wore firmly ostablislied on the 
borders of Pannonia.& 

Tliey had followed tho well-known road of the Volga, oherished the error 
of tlio nations -who confounded them with the original Avars, and spread the 
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Ici’i’or of that false though famous appeUatioii, vliicli Jjad Jiot, Jiou'ovor, saved 
its lawful propriotora from the yoke of the Tiirka. Aftevalong and victorious 
inarch, the new Avars arrived at the foot of Mount Caucasus, in Uio coimUy 
of the Alans and Circassians, where they first heard of the sploiidour imd 
weakj)c.$3 of the Homan Empire, "^'hoy Imrably requested their coufodenvtc, 
the jirincc of the Alans, to lead them, to this source of riches; and tUcir 
amhassadov, with the j^rmissiou of the governor of Lazica, was transported 
bj the Euxiue Sea to Constantinople. The whole city was poured forth to 
beheld with curiosity and terror the aspect of a stmnge people; their long 
hair, which hung in tresses down iheu* backs, was gracefully lioiiud with 
rilihona, hut tlie rest of their hnbit appeareil to imitate Llio fusliioii of tlio 
Huns. IVhen tliey were admitted to the audience of Justinian, Cnnclisli, tlio 
fiist of the ambassadors, addressed the Raiuaii emperor in those ierins : Yon 

seo before you, 0 mighty prince, Uiq representatives of t]io strongest anil 
most populous of nations, the invincible, the irresistible Avars. tVo are will¬ 
ing to devote ourselves to your service, we are able to vanquish and dewtroy 
all the enemies wlio now disturb your reposo. But wo expect, as tho price of 
our aihhnce, as the i-eward of our vnlonr, precious gifts, aiunuil sn)>aiilioy, 
and fruitful possessions.” 

At tho time of tills embassy Justinian had reigned above Ihirty, ho had 
Uved above .seventy-five years; liis mind, as well as his body, was foolilo 
and ian^md; and the conqueror of Africa and Italy, cavdosa of tho por- 
nianent interest of his people, aspired only to end his days iu tlio bosom 
even of inglorious peace. In a studied oration, he impartetl to tlm scirnto iii.s 



u. ,1- t 1 . sovereign, ane umruniDniH oi juxurv 

were immortiately prepatod lo paptivalo the barbarmiis; eillton .ifaumml,;, 
soft and splendid beds, and chams and oolte cncvnstcd‘^Yith gold Tho 

‘I?’' departed IroinrtJonsUuili- 

° ^1° emperor’s guards, was sent with a Himiltir 

e lai'iicter to their camp at the foot of Mount Caucasus. As thoir dostnmiiou 

ahlco advantageous to the empiro, Im povaniuhid 

.mdei- the standord of Ike Avirs Th^rt. ’.f and vii.s,sal», 

Mner, stilt atteoted t„ nlilt'?l-iUn ot fluiir 


jiiu uj£ise m rno capital of the empire . iumweci lo 

-Sr tl;:sr 

Avars. The immense distance winch f ■ ‘ ^ of I ho 

guishtheirresentinenti the Tui-k,s|, ‘5^^,''''“"' in,I e.vli,,- 

, luiiiisi, ambassadors pnraued the footstriis ol 
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the vfinquished to the «Taik, the Volga, Mount Caucasus, the Euxiiie, and 
Constantinople, and nt length appeared before the successor of Constantine, 
to request that ho Avoukl not caponso the cause of rebels and fugitives. 
The emperor reiiouiioecl, or seemed to renounce, the fugitive Avars, but he 
accopted tlio alliance of the Turks; and the ratification of the treaty was 
carried by a Roman minister to the foot of Mount Altai. Under the suc¬ 
cessors of Justinian, the friendship of the two nations was cultivated by 
frequent and cordial intercoursc.c 


llELATIONfl or THE HOMAN EitPIHE WITH PEIISIA 

Tlie Asiatic frontier of the Homan Empire was less favourable for attack 
than defence. I’lio range of the Caucasus was occupied, ns it still is, by a 
clusicr of small nations of various languages, strongly attaclied to their 
indcpciidcuco, which tho naturo of their country enabled them to nmintain 
amiclst tho wars and conflicting negotiations of the Romans, Persians, and 
Huns, whom they were surrounded. Tho kingdom of Colcliis (Mingre- 
lia) was in poriiiauciit ullianco witli tlic Romans, ancl tho sovereign received 
a regular invostiliivo from tho omporor. Tho Tzans, wlio inhabited the 
mountains about the sources of tho Phaais, enjoyed a subsidiary alliance 
with Justinian until their i>lundcring expeditions within fclio precincts of the 
ompii'o induced him to garrison their country. Iberia, to tho east of 
Colchis, tho modern Georgia, formed an independent kingdom under the 
protection of Persia. 

Arinenia, as an iiidcpcndeut kingdom, had long formed a sliglit counter¬ 
poise bctwcoii tliu Roman and Persian empires. In the reign of Theodosius 
II it luid been partitioned by its powerful neighbours j and about tho year 
420, it had lost tho shadow of indopendoiico which it had been allowed to 
retain. The grciitor part of Armenia had fallen to the sliaro of tho Persians; 
but as tho people were Cliristians, and possessed their own churoli and litera¬ 
ture, they had maiiiiained their nulionality nninjurod after tho loss of their 
political governmoiit. Jhio western or Roman part of Armenia was bounded 
by the mountains iu which tho Araxes, the Boas, and tho Euphrates take 
their rise } and it was desfonded against Persia by the fortress of Thoodosi- 
opolis (ICrzeriimV situated on the very frontier of Per.s-Armonia. From 
Tlieodosiopolis the empire was hoiiiidod by ranges of mountains which cross 
the EuphraLc.s and oxtojid to the river Nymplnous, and Iiore the city of 
Martyropolis, tho capital of Roman Armenia, oast of tlie Eupbrate.?, was 
situated, From tho junction of Iho Nyinpha>u.s with tho Tigris tho frontier 
(igain followed tlio mountains to Dara, and from tlmnco it proceeded to tJie 
Cliaboras and the fortress of Ciroosiuin, 

Tho Arabs or Saviiccns, who inhabited tho district botweoii Circesium and 
Idumjua, wore divided into two kingdoms : that of Ghaasaa, towards Syria, 
maintained an alliance witli tlio Romans ; and that of Hira, to the east, en¬ 
joyed the protection of Persia. Palmyra, which lutd hilloii into I'uins after 
tlio time of Theodosius II, was repaired and garrisoned; and the country 
hetwoGii tho gulfs of Ailath and Suck, forming a province called tho Third 
Palestine, was protected by a fortress construoted at tho foot of Mount Sinai, 
and occupied by a strong body of troo^is. 

Such a frontier, though it presented great difficultica in the way of invad¬ 
ing Persia, afforded admirable moans for protecting the empire ; and accord¬ 
ingly it had very rarely indeed liappeiicd that a Persian army had 
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penetrated into a Roman province. It was reserved for Justinian’s roign to 
behold the Persians break through the defensive line, and contributo to tlio 
ruin of the wealth and the destrnction o£ the civilisation of some of the most 
flourishing and enlightened portions of the Eastern Empire. Tlie wars which 
Justinian carried on with Persia reflect little glory on liis reign ; but the 
celebrated name of his rival, the great Chosroea Nushirvan, has rendered his 
misfortunes and misconduct venial m the eyes of liiatoriana. 

The Persian and Roman empires were at this time nearly equal in j)owor 
;1 civilisation; both were ruled by princes whoso reigns form nationnl 
)cb9. vet hiatorv affords amnie evidence that the brilliant GxnhuLa of bntb 


Ihe governments were too demoralised to ventnro on 2 >oli(,ical rcfoi'ins, and 
the people too ignorant and too feeble to attempt a national revolution. 

The goveniineiita of declining countries often give biitsIigliL signs of 
their weaknesses and approacliing dissolution as long as the ordinary rohi- 
tions of war and peace require to be maintained only with hivbiUnil hdonda 
or encmiest though the slightest exertion, created by oxiraorclinary circum¬ 
stances, may cause the political fabric to fall to pieces. Tlio arniioH of Llio 
Eastern Empire and of Persia had, by long acquaintance with the iiulilary 
force oEone another, found the means of balancing any peculiar advaiidigo 
of tfieir enemy by a modification of tactic.s, or W an nnprovomont in mili¬ 
tary ciiscipluie, which neutralised its effect. War between tlio two Rtates 
wag conacqueutly carried on according to a regular routine of sevvico, and was 
continued during a suocession of campaigns in whicli mucli blood and Li'onsiu'o 
were expended, and much glory gained, with very little chango in iho rolativo 
mihtavy power, end none in tho fronUors, of the two cmpircB. 

inconstant plans, ofLoii iiuUicutl liim to 
leave the eastern fiontier of the empire very inadequately gnrrmonecl : and 
this frontier presented an extent of covmtry against wiiieh a Persian ariuA' 
concentrated behind the Tigris, could choose its point of ntLauk. Tlio opU(ni 

h/StL ALenia, it Siklua X 
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which the Roniana purchased bv tliP Evorlasting reacio,” 

«olcl to Chosroea. The Peraiaa >nofjch“req”uiror;o«t“r“^^^^^^^ 
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alfau's ol; hia own kingdom; and iho calculation of Justinian tliat tho sum 
wliich he paid to Poraia was much legs than the expense of continuing the 
war, though correct, was injudicious, as it really conveyed an admission of 
inferiority and weakueas. Justinian's object had. been to place the great 
body of his military forces at liborty, 
in order to diroob hia exclusive atten¬ 
tion to recovering the lost provinces of 
the Western Empire. Had ho availed 
himself of peace with Persia to dimin¬ 
ish tho biirdoua on his subjects, and 
consolidate tho defence of tho empiro 
instead of extending its frontiers, ho 
iniglit perliaps have re-oatablishod the 
Roman power. As soon us Oho.sroes 
hoard of iJie conquests of Jnstinian in 
Africa, Sicily, and Italy, his jcalouiiy 
induced him to renew tlie war. T'ho 
flolioitations of an embassy sent by Wili- 
ges are said to have had soino effect in 
deteriulning him to taka up arms. 

In (jiO Gliosrooa invaded Syria with 
a powerful army, and laid siogo to An- 
tiooli, tho second city of the oinpire in 
population and wealth. Ho offered to 
raise the siege on receiving paymout of 
one thousand pounds’ weight of gold, 
but tins aniull sum was refused. Anti¬ 
och was taken by storm, its buildings 
wore oomnutted to the ftanics, and its 
inhabitants wore carried away captive 
and settled as colonists in Persia. Ilio- A Pkusiak Nohi-b 

rapolis, lierosa (Aleppo), Apamea, aud (insod on unrdon) 

Chalois escaped tliis fate by paying the 

ransom demanded from each. To savo Syria from utter destruction, Boll* 
sarius wa.s sent to take tlio command of an ai*iny assembled for its doXeiioo, 
but ho was ill supported, and bis siiccoss was by no jueana brilliant. The 
fact that lio saved Syria from utter dovastatiou, nevertheless, rendered hia 
campaign of 643 by no moans uiiiinpoHant for tho empire.& 

In 645 a truco for five ycar.s was signed, Justinian paying two thousand 
poniida of gold. In 649 tho Romans yielded to the appeal of the Lazi and 
sent troops to aid them to shako off tlio Persian yoke. After various sieges, 
a now truce was concluded in 661, the Romans paying twenty-six hundred 
pounds of gold, llostilitios wont on, none the lera, with a result, as Burye 
notes, that tlie Persians failed of their design to gain access to tlio Eiixine, 
and “that on the waters of the soa the Romans were to remain without 
rivals." Tho Romans had, howovor, to pay, as usual, tho price.« The war 
had boon carried on for twenty years, but during the latter period of its 
duration military ojicrations had been confined to Colchis. It was termi¬ 
nated in 562 by a truce for fifty years, wliioh effected little change in the 
frontiers of tho emjoire. Tlio most remarkable olnuso of this treaty of peace 
imposed on Justinian tho disgraceful obligation of paying Chosroes an an¬ 
nual subsidy of thirty thousand pieces of gold [£.18,7.50 sterling]; and ho 
was compelled immediately to advance tho sum of 210,000 pounds, for seven 
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venra The sum, it is true, was not very great, bill the ooiuIiUon of llic 
Homan Empire was sadly ebanged, when it became necessary to purelniso 
non e from all its neighbours ivith gold, and ivith gold to find inerceimry 
frooDS to carry on its wars. The moment, tliDrefovB, a Biipply of gold failed 
^the imperial treasury, the safety of the Roman power was eonipromiacd. 

The weakness of the Roman Empire, and the necessity of linding allies in 
tlie East, in ordBr to aeoure a share of the lucmfcivo commorce of winch 1 oj.-- 
sia had long possessed a monopoly, induced Justinian to fnciKlIy 

communications with the king of Ethiopia (Abyssinm). Elcsboas, who thou 
oceuuied the Etliiopian throne, was a prinoe of groat power, luul a steady 
ally of tlie Romans. The wars of this Christian^ monarch in Arabia nro 
related by the historians of the cmpii'e ; and Jiustiiiian endcavouroth by this 
means, to transfer the silk trade with India from Persia to ilio route by 

the Red Sea. , , „ , i ji v^* 

The attempt failed from tlio great length of tlio sea voyage, and Iho (lijli- 

culties of adjusting the intermediate commerce of the countries on tliis lino 
of comraunifiAtioa ; but still the trade of tlio lied Sea was so groat tiuit tlio 
king of Ethiopia, in the reign of Justin, was ahlo to collect a Root of sovon 
hundred native vessels, and six hundred Roman ami Persian inorchantinon, 
which he employed to transport his troops into Arabia. 


THE EEVOLT IN APIIICA 


The review of the nations from tho Danube to tlie Nile has oxpoHod on 
every aide the weakness of the Romans; and oiu* wonder is reasonably 
excited that they should presume to eiiUirgo eu empire, whoso anoiout liinitH 
they were incapable of defending. But tho wars, tlic conriiicsts, and tlio 
triumphs of Justinian arc the fcenlo and pernicious efforts of old ago, wliicjli 
exhaust the remains of strength and accelorato tho dcoivy of Iho i)owers of 
hie. He exulted in the gWiowe aet of reetovmg Africa and Italy tn Urn 
republic; but the cabmiUes which followed tlie depavturo of RoUsurius 
betrayed the impotence of the conqueror and accomidished tho ruin of tlioso 
unfortuniite countries. 


From hig new acquisitions, Justinian expected that his iivavicjo, us well 
as pride, should be richly gratified. A rapacious ininisLer of tlio linanoos 
closely pursued the footsteps of BeUsaviua; and as Uio old rogirtters of 
tribute had been burned by tl»e Vandals, ho indulged liiH fancy in a Itbornl 
calculation and arbitrary assessment of the wealth of Africa. 'I'lio iiKiiraso 
of taxes, which were drawn away by a distant sovoroigu, and a gonoral rC' 
suniptiou of the patrimony or crown lands soon dispollod tho inLoxiciitifni of 
the public joy; but the emperor was iuscuaible to tho modowt ooiuplaints 
of the people, till ho was awakened and idarincd by tlio elnmoiira of militiiry 
discontent, ^Mauy of tho Roman soldiers had married tlio widows and 
daughtei's of the Vandals. As their own, by tho double rigid of ( 30 ii(|U(;st 
and luheritance, they claimed the estates whicli Geiiseric hud iiKsigned to 
his viGtonoiis troops. They heard with disdain the cold and acllmh vuuvo- 
sentafcioiis of their officers that the liberality of Justinian liad raised tlieiu 
from a savage or servAle condition; that thoy wore alroatly enriched hy Clio 
spoils of Africa, the treasure, the slaves, and tho movfiblea of Die vniinuishcil 
baibauaus; and that the ancient and laAvf ul patrimony of tho empGi’or.s would 
be applied only to the support of that government on which Ihciv own aafoty 
and reward must ultimately depend. 
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The mutiny was aoorotly inflamed Ly a thousand soldiers, for the most 
part Heruli, who had imbibed the doctrines niid were instigated by the 
clergy of the Ariaii sect; and the cause of perjury and rebellion was sancti¬ 
fied by the dispensing jwwers of fiuiatioisin. The Arians deplored the ruin 
of their church, triurapluiub above a century in Africa; and they were justly 
provoked by the laws of the conqueror, which interdicted the baptism of 
their children and the exorcise of all religious worship. Of the Yandalg 
chosen by Beli.sariu.s, the far greater part, in tlie honours of the eastern 
service, iorgot their country and religion. But a generous band of four 
hundred obliged the inariiiors, when they were in sight of the isle of Lesbos, 
to alter their course ; they louchod on roloponiiesus, ran ashore on a desert 
coast of Africa, and boldly orcctod on Mount Aiirasius the standard of 
independence and revolt. 

While tlio troops of the province disclaimed the commands of their 
superiors, a conspiracy was formed at Carthage against tlic life of Solomon, 
who filled with honour the place of Belisarmaj and the Arians had piously 
resolved to saorifico the tyrant at the foot of the altar, during the awful 
inysierios of the fosUval of Eastor. Eoar or romorso restrained the daggers 
of the aaaassiu.s, but the patience of Solomon emboldened their discontent; 
and at the end of ton days a furious sedition was Idndled in the circus, 
which desolated Africa abovo^ ton years. The pillage of the city and tlie 
indiaoi'inunato alaughtor of its inliabitanta were suspended only by darkness, 
sleep, and intoxioatioaj tho govornor, with seven companions, among whom 
was the historian BrooGpinsj escaped to Sicily. Two-tliirds of the army were 
involved in tlio guilt of treason ; and oiglit thousand insurgents, assembling 
in tho flolda of Bulla, olcotocl Stozas for their chief, a private soldier who 
possessed, in a superior dogreo, the virtues of a rebel. Under the mask of 
freedom, his cloquenoo could load, or at least impel, tho passions of his 
equals. He raised lumsolf to a level with Bolisarius and the nephew of tlio 
emperor, by daring to oncountor thorn in the lield; and tho victorious 
genornla wero coinpollod to acknowledge that Stozas dosorved a purer cause 
and a more logitimato command. Vanquushed in battle, lio doxtorously em¬ 
ployed tho arts of negotiation; a Iloinaii army was eeduced from their alle- 
gianco, and tho ehiefn, who had trusted to Ids faithless promise, were murdered 
by lus order in a church of Niimidia. 

Wlien every i’e.sourcc, cither of forco or perlidy, was exhausted, Stozas 
with some dGS]3eratc Vandals retired to the wilds of Mauretania, obtained 
the daughter of a barbarian prince, and oludcd the pursuit of his enemies 
by tho report of his death, Tho xiersoiial Avoiglit of Belisariua, the rank, tho 
.spirit, and tho tompor of Gerinanus, the emperor's nephew, and the vigour 
and success of tho second administration of tho eunuch Solomon, restored the 
modesty of tho camp, and maintainod, for a while, tho tranquillity of Africa. 
But tho viocs of the Byzantine court Avoro felt in that distant iiroviuce; the 
ti’oopjs complained that they were neither xnvid nor relieved; and as soon as 
tho public di.sordors Avoro sufficiontly mature, Stozna was again alive, in anna, 
and at tho gates of Carthage. Ho fell in n single eombat, but hn smiled 
ill tlio agonies of death, Avhen he Avns informed that his OAvn javelin had 
I'Gaclicd tho heart of liis aiitagonisl. 

The example of Stozas, and llie assiirnnco that a fortunate soldier had 
been tho first king, encouraged tho ambition of Gontharis, and he promised 
by a private treaty to divide Africa with tho Moors, if, with their dangerous 
aid, liG should ayceiul tho throne of Carthage. Tho feeble Areobiiidiis, un¬ 
skilled ill the affairs of peace and war, was raised by his marriage witli the 
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uiece of Jusliiutin to the office of exarch. He was suddenly oppressed hy a 
Beditiou of the guards; and hia abject supplications, which provoked the coii- 
teiiipt, could not move the pity, of the inoxomble tyrant. After a roign of 
thirty days, Goiitharia himself vvaa stabbed at a banquet, by tho hand of 
Artabaii; and it is sijigular enough that an Armenian prince, of tho royal 
family of Arsaces, should re-establish at Carthago the authority of tho Roimiii 
Empire. In the conspiracy which unsheathed the dagger of Brutus against 
the life of Cresar, every oircumstnnee is curious and important to tho cyo.s of 
posterity; but the guilt or merit of these loyal or rebellious asaassius could 
intcirest only the Goatcmporaries of Procopius, wlio, by their liopos and fears, 

then* friendship or resentment, woro 
personally engaged in the revoluliens 
Africa. 

That country was I'iqndly sinking 
into the state of barbarism, from 

)! wJience it had been raised by iJio 
Phcenicinii colonies and Roman laws 5 
and every step of iiitestino discord 
was marked by soiuo doplorablo vic¬ 
tory of savage man over civilised 
society. The Moors, though igno¬ 
rant of justice, wero ini])iiiiont. of 
oppression; thoir vagrant lifu iind 
boundless wiUlernes.s tlisaj)poiiito(l 
the arms and eluded tho oluiins of 
Tk<i a conqueror, and experionoo Imd 

I ra shown bliat neither oaths nor obligii- 

tions could secure tho fidelity of their 
Gold jffiDALiio.s op Justimun Attachment. The victory (d Mount 

t.., . f • • , , , Aurasius had awed them into mo- • 

E..—'”“™'»« 

SS customary gif to, IPoursooro uf Ihmr 

J™ bSS,J”fJisjS “'""if “»"I Ail.; 

=“K r=- '=i S“ ,re 

tlmt the reaeo oE E^frica ™»I-«cor 


ostonmbed l,y tho supeiicrjmSm f 

proposed a treaty, solicited i rmonpiltov ImriJiiriiiiis, Ih 

tho most solemn oaths. "By- what oithi''’a’ 'J’'* '■'> liimBolt liy 

the indignant Moors. - nhlsweal bv Zr^ '’'f “'' ’’ 

lie sweat by the Goapola, tbe clivino books of tl.o 
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Clu'iatlaiia ? It wiia on those books that the faith of his nepheA\r Sergiiia wos 
pledged to eighty of our iunoceiit and unfortunate brethren. Before we 
trust them a second time, let ua try their efficacy in the chastisement of per¬ 
jury, and the vindication of their own honour.” Their honour was vindicated 
in the field of Tebeste, by the death of Solomon and the total loss of liie 
army. 

The arrival of fresh troops and more akilful commanders^ soon checked 
the insolence of the Moors; seventeen of their lU’inces were slain in tlio same 
battle; and the doubtful and tranaioiit suhniiaaion of their tribes was cele¬ 
brated witli lavish applause by the people of Constantinople. Successive 
inroads had reduced tlio province of Africa to one-third of the measure of 
Italy; yet the lloraau emperors continued to reign above a century over 
Carthage and the fruitful coast of the Mediterranean. But the victories and 
the losaes of Jiiatiniaii were alike periiicioua to mankind; and such was the 
desolation of Africa that in many parts a stranger might wander whole days 
without mooting the face oither of a friend or an enemy. 

The nation of the Vandals had disappeared; they once amounted to 
160,000 warriors, witliout including tlie children, the women, or the slaves. 
Thoir numbers wore infinitely surpassed by the number of the Moorish fami¬ 
lies extirpated in a i'elentlo.s8 war; and Iho same destruction was retaliated 
on the Romans and their allies, who perished by the climate, tlicir mutual 
quarrels, and the rngo of tlie barbarians. Wlicn Procopius first landed, lie 
admired the populousness of the cities and country, strenuously exercised in 
the labours of coinnierce and agricultiiro. In less than twenty years, that 
busy scene was convorlod into a silent solitude; the wealthy citizens escaped 
to bioily and Constantinople; and the secret liistorian has confidently 
affirmed that five millions of Africans wore consumed by tho wars and gov¬ 
ernment of tho omporor Justinian. 


INVASION OF TUB COTRIGUll HUNS 

The repose of tho aged Bolisarius was crowned by a last victory ^Yhioh 
saved tho emperor and the capital. The barbarians wlio annually visited the 
provinces of Europe woro less discouraged by some accidental defeat tlian 
they wore excited by tho double liopo of spoil and of subsidy. 

Ill tlio tliirty-aecoiid winter of JuatiiiiaiPs reign, tho Danube was deeply 
frozen ; Zahorgan led the cavaky of tho Ootrigur (or Cotugur) Huns, and 
liis Btiindard was followed by a promiscuous multitude. The savage chief 
passed, without opposition, tJio river and tho mountains, spread liis troops 
over Macedonia and Thrace, and advanced with no more than seven thou¬ 
sand horse to the long walls which should have defended the territory of. 
Coiislantiiioplo. But tho works of man are impotent against the assaults 
of nature; a recent earthquake Imd shaken tho foundations of tho wall, and 

[1 “Tlio Rlory of UiiliflarliiH ileserves to bo coHlrnatcd xvlth tho oblivion^YllIch lifiacovered tlio 
cxploilfl of Jolmniics tlio Patrician, one of thoabloBt gcneiala of Justinian. Tfiis experienced gen¬ 
eral assumed the coinniniKl in Africa when tho province Imd fallen into a etato of gi'cat disoider; 
tho InlmbUants woro exposed to rv daiigeroas coalition oC tlio Moors, iiiul tlio Homan nnny was in 
such a state of destitution tlmtlhcirlomler wnsconipolledto Import tho necemiy provisions foi ills 
U’oop.i. Though Jolmnnes ilofoiitod tho Moora, and lostoiad prosperity to the province, his nanio 
la almost forgotten. IHs notions aud talouts only oXfected tho luteieats of tlio Byzantine Empire, 
niicl piolongod Llio oxlbtouco of tho Koinan province of Africa; they exerted no liiiluonco on the 
fate of any of tho Europoiin natioue whoso history liae been tho object of study in modern times, 
80 tliat they woro utterly foigolton whon llio discovery of the poetry of Corippus, one of the 
last and worst of the Uonmii poole, roscuod tliom fiom comploto oblivion.” — Fisr.-w,*] 
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die forces of die empire were employed on the distant frontiers of Italy, 
Africa, and Persia. The seven schools, or companies of iho guards or do¬ 
mestic troops, liad been augmented to the number of fifty-fivo liuiidrcd men, 
■whose ordinary station was iu the peaceful cities of Asia. Hut the places 
of the brave Armenians were iiiseusihly supplied by lazy citizens, who pur¬ 
chased an exemption from the duties of civil life, without boiug exposed 
to the dangers of military sorvice. Of such soldiers, few could bo tompLod to 
sally from the gates i and none could be persuaded to remain in the field 
unless they wanted strength and speed to escape from the Cotrigurs. 

The report of the fugitives exaggerated the nmnhers and liorccucss of an 
enemy who had polluted holy virgins and abandoned new-born infants to 
the dogs and viilturea;^ a crowd of rustics, imploring food and protection, 
increased tlie consternation of the city, and the tents of Zaborgan woro 
pitched at the distance of twenty miles, on the banks of a small river which 
ciicirclea Melanthias, and aftenvarda falls into tlic Propontiw. Justinian 
trembled; and those who had only seen the emperor in liis old ago, wove 
pleased to suppose that ho had lost the alacrity and vigour of his youth. 
By his command, the vessels of gold and silver were rowovod from Uio 
churches in the neighbourhood and even the suburbs of Constantiiionlo j 
the ramparts were lined with ti'ombling spectators; llio golden gate was 
crowded with useless generals and tribunes, and the sejiato shared ilio faUguos 
and the apprehensions of tlie populace. 

But the eyes of the prince and people were dirootod to a feeble veteran, 
who was compelled by the public danger to rcauino the armour in wliieh lie 
had entered Cartliag© and defended Romo. The horses of tho royal Htaldos, 
ot pi’ivute citizens, and even of the circus, woro hastily collected; the emu- 
laCion of the old and young was roused by tho name of Holisaruis, imd his 
ni’st eiicainpment was in the presence of a victorious enemy. IJJh imudimec. 
und the labour oi the friendly peasants, seourod with n i\itch aiid lumpnrt 
tlie repoao of tiie niglit; innumerable fires and clouds of dust wero artfullv 
confcrivad to magnify tho opinion of his strength; Ins Bnldiors HuddonlV 

dcmlurnn Ki" n ^0. and while ton tliousund voioos 

demanded the battle, Belisarius dissembled his knowledge thni in ilio liom- 

of trial he must dei^eiicl ott the firmness of three hundred votorans. 
flip morning the Cotrigur cavalry advanced to tJjo ohiir/m. Bub 

^ multitudes, they behold tho arma and discipliiio of 

f ori Von7s- hanks by two lunbuHoados wblub roHO 

anThis (r Zll fell by tho Imnd of tho aged lioro 

by the cis‘e roud^va.l u«ul.«.s 
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the imiJre^SLon of liia glory on tbo niinds of men Hint Justinian, in the 
eeventv-seventli yonr of Jus ago, was cncoavaged to ndvaiieo near forty miles 
from the capital, and to inspect in pei-son the restoration of the long -wall. 
Tho Cotrigura wasted the Bumincr in tlio ijlnins of Thrace; but they were 
inclined to peace by the failnro of their rash attempts on Greece and the 
CherBonesua. A menneo <>£ killing tlieir prisoners quickened the payment 
of heavy ransoms; and tho dopartiiro of Zaborgan was hastened by the 
report that double-prowod vessels were built on the Dnnulie to intercept Ids 
passage. Tho danger was soon forgotten; and a vain question, whether 
their soveroign had shown moro wisdom or weakness, amused tho idleness 
of the city. 


OP nELiSAitiirs 

About two years after tlio hist victory of liolhsariiia, the emperor returned 
from a Thracian journey of healtli, or busincas, or devotion. Justinian was 
afflicted by u pain in liia head; and his private entry coiuiteimnced the 
rumour of Jiis douth. Iloforo the third hour of tlio day, the bakers’ shops 
were pluiulorod of their broad, tho houses were shut, and every citizen, with 
liopo or terror, propurod for tho impending tumult. Tho senators them- 
flolvea, fearful and suspicious, wero ooiivcued at the ninth hour; and tho 
profeofc received Ihoir commands to visit every quarter of the city, and pro¬ 
claim a general illumination for tho recovery of the emperor’s heallli. The 
ferment subsided, but every accidont betrayed the impotence of the govern- 
inont and the factious temper of tho pooplo; the guards were disposed to 
mutiny as often as ihoir quarters wore changed or their pay was withJield; 
tho frequent cuhnnitics of (ires and earthquakes afforded tlio opportunities 
of disorder; tho disputos of tho blues and greens, of tho ortlioclox and here¬ 
tics, dcgoiioralod into bloody battles; aiul iu tho presence of tJie Persian 
ambassador, Justinian blushed for himself and for liis subjects. 

Capricious pai’don and arbitrary punishment embittered the irksomeness 
and discontent of a long reign; a conspiracy was formed in the palace; ami 
unless wo are deceived by tho names of Marcollns and Sergius, tlie most 
virtuous and tho most profligate of tbo conrliors wero associated in the same 
designs. They had fixed tho time of tho oxocution; their rank gave them 
access to tho royal biinquot; and tlioir black slaves wore stationed in the 
vestibule and porticoes, to announce tho death of tlic tyrant and to excite 
a sedition in tho capital. But tho indiscretion of an accomplice saved 
tho poor remnant of tho days of Justinian. Tho conspirators were detected 
and seized, with daggers hidden under their giu'inonts; Marcollns died by 
his own hand, and Sergius wan dinggcd from the sanotuary. Pressed by 
I’oinorse, or tempted by tho hopes of safety, ho accused two officers of the 
household of Bolisariusj and torturo forced them to deolaro that they had 
acted according to tho secret instriictiona of thoir patron. 

Posterity will not hastily believe that a horo who, iu the vigour of life, 
had disdained the fairo.st offers of ambition and I’ovcngo, would stoop to the 
murder of liis prince whom ho conUl not long expect to survive, Plis fol- 
lowers wore impatient to fly; but flight mu.sl have boon supported by rebel¬ 
lion, and ho liad lived enough for nature and for glory. Bolisarius appeared 
before the council with less fear than indignation. Alter forty years’ service, 
tlie emperor Jiad prejudged his guilt; and injuatico was sanctified by the 
presence and authority of tho patriarch. Tho life of Belisariu.s was gra¬ 
ciously spared; but liiw fortunes ivero aequeatored, and from December to 
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July lie was guardeil as a uwbouor iii his own palace. At leiift’tU liis iuiio- 
ccucG was acknowledged 5 ms freedom and hoiiours were restored ; inid death, 
which might be hastened by resentment and grief, removed iiim from ilio 
world about eight months after his deliverance (March, 506 ). 

The name of Belisarins can never die; but instead of tho funeral, tho 
monuments, the statues so justly duo to his memory, it appears thiiL bis 
treasure, the spoils of the Goths and Vandals, were inimccliatoly coiifiscatod 
by the emperor. Some decent portion was reserved, howevor, for tho use 
of hifi widow 5 and us Antonina had much to repent, sho devoted tlio hist 
remains of her life and fortune to the foundation of a convent. Suoli is tho 
simple and geniiiue narrative of the fall of Eelisarius and tlio ingriititndo of 
Justinian. Tliat he was deprived of his e3'ca, and reduced by envy to beg 
Ilia bread--“Give a penny to Ileliscirims tho gonenil! ” ~ is a lletiou of laler 
times, which has obtained credit, or rather favour, as a stningo example of 
the vicissitudes of fortune. 
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filsts he coniGiiLod luinself witli watoi* and -vegetables; and snob was his 
strengtli, as well as fervour, that he frequently passed two days and as many 
nights without tasting any food. The measure of his sleep was not less rig¬ 
orous ; after the repose of a single hour, the body was awakened by the soul, 
and, to the astonishineut of his cliainherlaiiis, Justinuin walked or sfcvidied 
till the morning light. Such restless application prolonged his time for 
the acquisition of knowledge and the despatch of business; and he might 
seriously deserve the reproach of confounding, hy niiuiiic and pj-eposterous 
diligGiiCB, Llio general order of his administration, 

'riiG emperor professed himself a, musiciati and. architect, a poet and 
philosopher, a lawyer and tlieologian; and if he failed in the enterprise of 
reconciling the Christian sects, the review of the lloiimn jiinsprudence is a 
noble inonuiuent of liis spirit and industry. In tlie government of tlie 
emiiirc, he was less wise or less successful. The age was unfortunate; tlio 
people was oppressed and discontented; Theodora abused her power ; a buc- 
cessioii of bud ministers disgraced his judgment; and Justinian was neither 
beloved in his life nor regi-ettod at his death. The love of fame was deeply 
implanted in his breast, but ho condescended to tho poor ambition of titles, 
honours, and oontenipomry praise; and while he laboured to fix the admira¬ 
tion, he forfeited the esteem and affection of the Homans. 

Tho design of tlie African and Italian wars was boldly conceived and 
oxooiited; and his penetration discovoved the talents of liclisarius in the 
camp, of NarsoH in the polaoe. Hut the name of the emperor is eelipsed by 
the names of his victorious gonorals; and Helisurius still lives, to upbraid 
the Qiivy and ingiatitudo of hia sovereign. The partial favour of mankind 
applauds the genius of a conqueror who leads and directs liis subjects in the 
exercise ot arms. 

Tho oliaraotorH of Philip II and of Justinian are distinguished by the cold 
ambition which delights in war and declinca tho dangers of tho bold. Yet a 
oolossal flfcatuQ of biouzo vopvesentod tlio emperor on liorsebuck preimriug 
to march against tho Persians in the Jiabifc and armour of Achilles. In the 
great square before tho church of St. Sophia, this inomiment was raised on a 
Crass coliumi and a stone pedestal of seven steps; and tlie pillar of Theo¬ 
dosius, which woigliod soventy-four liuntlred i)ound8 of silver, was removed 
from the samo place by the avarice und vanity of Justinian. Future princes 
were more just or indulgent to his memory; iJie older Andronious, in the 
beginning of tho fourteenth century, repaired and beautified his equestrian 
statue; since tlie fall of tho empire it Jms been melted into cannon by tho 
violorious Turjes. 


JUSTTKIAM AS A LEGISLATon 

Tho vain titles of tlie victories of Justinian are crumbled into dust; but 
the name of the legislator is inscribed on a fair and everlasting monument. 
Under his rcigu, and by his care, the civil jurisprudence was digested in 
the immortal works of the OoHe-, the Pandects^ and the Institutions: the luiblic 
reason of the Romans 1 ms been siloiiUy or studiously transfused into the 
domestic institutions of Europe, and the laws of Juaiinian still command 
tho respect or obedience of independent nations. Wise or fortunate is tho 
prince who coivnecta hia own reputation with the honour and interest of 
a perpetual order of men. The defence of their founder is tlio first cause 
which in every ago had exorcised the zeal and industry of the civilians. 
They piously commemorate his virtues, dis.soinble or deny his failings, anti 
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happens, the rauGoui’ o£ opposition; tho character of Justinian luia been 
exposed to tho blind vehemeuco of flattery and invective, and the injustice 
of a sect (the anti-Tribonians) has refused uU praise and merit to tlie prince, 
his ministers, and his laws. 

When Justinian ascended the throne, tho reformation of tho Roman 
jurisprudence was an ardtious but indispensable task. In tho space of ton 
eciituries, tho infuiiie variety of huva and legal opinions bad lillod many 
thousand volumes, ivliieh no fortune could purchaso and uo capacity oonld 
digest. Books eonld not easily be found; and tho judges, poor in the midst 
of riches, ^vel•e reduced to the exerci.se of their illiterate discretion. 'J'lic 
jects of the Greek provinces wero ignorant of tho laiignano that disi»(,.^t'il 



an iayriaii suiumr, inai laiom was lainiiiar to tiio infancy of Justinian; }jj,s 
youth had been instructed by the lessons of jvivispnuleiuic, and his imporiul 
choice selected the most learned civilians of tho East to labour with tlunr 
sovereign m the work of reformation. The theory of professors was fissistcd 
by the practice of advocates and tlio exporienco of imigistratos: and tlm 
wholo undertaking was aiumatcd by tho spirit of Ttibonian. J'liis oxiraor- 
(linary man, tho object of so much praise and censure, ivas a nutivi' of Side 
111 ramphiliaj and hia genius, like that of Bacon, em)>ra('cd, as liis own nil 
the business and knowledge of the ago. ' ’ 

ItUlie lirst year of his reign, Justinian diroiRcd tlio faitliful Tj'ibonian 
and nine learuod asaocialea, to revise the ordinances of hia preduocssors, as 
they wore contained, since the time of Tladriaii, in Dm Giogorian, Jlmml,- 

lefrancii wimtever lyas obsolete or .superfluous, and to select tho wise and 
salutary laws best adapted to the praclieo of Ibo tribunals and tlio nso of Iiis 

aeeomplished in fourteen inontbs; and ilm two ' 
books or tables, wlucli the new decemvirs produced, might Im designed 
to imitatG the labours of their Roman predecessors. Tho K CW of s 
ttnmn was honoured with his name, and eoiinmod byln.s s gm 
autiientio transcripts wore multiplied by the pons o/nolarie^ and^m^ 

A more arduous operation Avas fltill hcl,i,.a fr. -i- t ,; . V” sciilics. 
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oiiable 11,at tlio elements should precVo1ho'^diTOst‘n|!Vi ''' 

soon ns the emperor liad anproyed tlieiv ‘ Ah 

power, the specnlationa 0 /these 
twelve taldcs, the perpetnal ediit thflawH nf^rt ' 
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aljftiKlonecl, as a useless, though venerable, relic ol antiquity. The Oode^ tlio 
Pandects^ and the Inatiiiitions ^Ye^e declared to be the legitimate system of 
civil jurisprudence; they alone were admitted in the tribunals, and they 
alone were tauglit in the academies of Rome, Constantinople, and Berytus. 
Justinian addressed to the senate and provinces his eternal oracles ; and his 
pride, under the moak of piety, ascribed tlie consummation of this great desio-n 
to the support and inspiration of the Deity. ° 

Since the emperor declined the fame and envy of original composition, 
we can only require at has hands method, choice, and fidelity, iliti humble, 
though indispensable, virtues of a compiler. Among the various eombimvtions 
of ideas, it ia difficult to assign any reasonable preference; but as the order 
of Justinian is different in his three works, it is possible that all may be 
wrong; and it is certain that two cannot be right. In the selection of 
ancient laws, lie seems to liavo viewed his predccos.sors without jealousy, 
and "wilh equal regard: the series could not luscenil above the reign of 
Hadrian, and tlio narrow (li.slineiion of p.aganLsin nnd Christianity, intro¬ 
duced Ijy tho superstition of Tlieodosius, had been abolished by the consent 
of mankind. But tho juriaprudeuce of the Pmdects Is circuinscrilied within 
a period of a hundred years, from the perpetual edict to the deatli of Severus 
Alexander: tho oivilians who lived under the first Cicsru’s are seldom per¬ 
mitted to speak, and only three iinines can be attributed to the age of tlie 
republic. Tho favourite of Justinian (it has been fiercely urged) was fear¬ 
ful of encountoring the liglit of freedom and tlic gravity of Roman sages. 
Tribonian condemned to oblivion tho genuine and native wisdom of Cato, 
the Scmvolrts, and Sulpieius; while lie invoked spirits more congenial to 
Ills own, tlie Syrians, txrceks, and Africans, wlio flocked to tlie imperinl 
court to study Batin ns a foreign tongue, and jurisijrudenco us a lucra¬ 
tive profession. But the ministers of Justinian were instructed to labour, 
not for Uio OAiriosity of antiquarians, hut for tho immediate benefit of liia 
subjects. It was their duty to select the useful and practicable parts of tho 
Roman law; and llio writings of tlie old republicans, however curious or 
excellent, were no longer suited to tho new system of umnneva, religion, 
and governmoiit. Poriiaps, if tho prcccptouM and friends of Cicero were still 
alive, our candour woiilu ucknowlodgo that, except in purity uf hiiigimge, 
their intrinsic merit was excelled by tho school of Papiuian and Ulpian. 
The science of tho laws is tho slow' growth of time and experience, and the 
advantage both of method and materials is naturally assumed by tho most 
recent authors. The civilians of the roigii of the Aiitonines had studied 
the works of ilioir predecessors: their philosophic spirit had mitigated the 
I'igour of antiquity, aimx>lified the forms of proceeding, and emerged from 
tho jealousy and prejudice of the rival sects. The ohoico of tlic authorities 
that compose the Pandects dej>eiidod on the judgment of Tribonian; but 
tho power of Ins sovorolgn could not absolve him from tho sacred obliga¬ 
tions of truth nud fidelity. As tlie logialator of tho empire, Justinian might 
repeal the acts of the. Antoninefl, or condemn as aeiliiious the free principles 
which were maintained by tho last of the Roman lawyers. But the exist¬ 
ence of past l'aci.s is placed beyond the reach of despotism; and the emperor 
was guilty of freaud and forgery wdieii ho corrupted the integrity of their 
text, inscribed with their venerable natnea the words and ideas of Iiis ser¬ 
vile reign, and suppressed by tho hand of power the puro and authentic 
copies of their sentiments. The changes and interpolations of Tribonian 
anti his colloaguea arc excused, by tho pretence of uniformitybut their 
euros have been insufiiciciit, and the anliaomics, or contradictions, of tho 
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Code and PandecU still exercise the paliciicfl and subtlety oi’ luoderii 


cmliaiiB. 

Bub the emperor was unable to fix his own iuconslaiicy; and while lie 
boasted of renewing the exchange of Diomede, of transmuting braHs into 
gold, Ug discovered the necessity of purifying Ins gold from the mixture of 
baser alloy. Six years had not elapsed from the publication ol the Code, 
before lie condemned the imperfect attempt by a new and more uecuraU! 
edition of the same work, whicli he enriched with two hundred of Ids own 
laws, and fifty decisions of the darkest and most intricate poinU of jurispru¬ 
dence. Every year, or according to I*rocopiufl cacli day, of his long reign, 
was marked by some legal innovation. Many of his acts were rescinded by 
himself; many were rejected by his succc.ssor.s; many huvo been ohlitoriitod 
by time 5 but the number of sixteen edicts, and one Junulred and sixtj'-eiglit 
novels has been adnntled into the authentic body of tlio civil jurisprudouco. 
In the opinion of a philosopher superior to tho prejudices of his profession, 
these incessant, and for the most part trifling, alterations, can be only ex¬ 
plained by the venal spirit of a prince who sold without shame his judg¬ 
ments and his laws. ^ 


Monarchs aeldoiu condescend to become the preceptors of thoir subjoots; 
and some praise is due to tTiistinian, by whoso command an ample Hysloin 
was reduced to a sliort and elementary treatise. Among tlio various insti¬ 
tutes of the Roman law, those of Cains were Iho most popular in tho East 
and wcatj and their use may bo consuleved as an ovidonco of thoir merit 
riiey wore selected by the imperial delegate.^, Tribonian, Tlieoiihilus, ami 
uorotheus; and the freedom and purity of thoAntoniuos was cncruslod with 
the coarser materials of a clegeiierato ngc. Tlio .samo vnlumo wliich inli'u- 
n^hn Constantinople, and Rerytufl to tho griulunl study 

an,I I. precious to Uio historian, tho plulosf,pUor, 

and the magistrate. 1 he Xnstituhmis of Justinian arc divided into four Imoks ; 

fInm coniomptible method, from Versons to Tilings, mul 

from Things to Actions; and the article of Private Wrongs is or mini ” 
by tho pntimples of Criminal Law.o ^ lonninaicu 

Jjystcmof law.s licloiig to thi' Inwym-s 
entr ste l witht io oxeeution of Iu.s project, but the liommr of hiiviiinn - 
landed tins work may be ascribed to tlm emperor tdouo. U is Ui U\ rom'oll ml 
ilmt.thc position of an absolute sovereign is so liall to m , L n m 
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it ia not to be deiiiod that the %Yoi*k is one of tlie most remarkable nioiiumeiils 
of human wisdom ; and we should remember with gratitude, that for bhirtceii 
liundred years the Pandects served ns the magazine or source of legal lore, 
and constitution of civil rights, to tlie Christian world, both in the East and in 
the West; and if it has now become an instrument of administrative tyranny 
in the continental monarchies of Eui*ope, tlie fault is in the nations who refuse 
to follow out the pi'ineiplea of equity logically m regulating the dispensa¬ 
tion of justice, and do nob raise tlie law above the sovereign, nor render 
every minister and public servant amenable to the regular tribunals for every 
act he may commit in tlie exercise of his official duty, like the humblest 
citizen. 

The government of Justinian’s empire was Roman, its official language 
was Latin. Oriental habits and usages, as well as tiino and despotic power, 
had indeed introduced modilications in the old forms j but it would be an 
error to consider tho imperial administration as having assumed a Greek 
character. The accident of the Greek language having become the ordinary 
dialect in use nb court, and of the church in the Eastern Empire being deeply 
tinctured with Greek feeling.s, is apt to create an Impression that the East¬ 
ern Empire bad lost something of its Roman pride, in order to adopt a Greek 
character. Tho circumstance that its enemies often reproached it with being 
Greek, is a proof tliat the imputation was viewed as an insult. As tho 
administration was entirely Homan, the la^YS of Jristinian—the Code, the 
Pandects, and tho Institutions—were published in Latin, tliougli many of 
the later cdlGla (novels) were published in Greek. Nothing can ilhistrato 
ill a stronger manner the artificial and anti-national position of the Eastern 
Roman Einpiio than this fact, that tho Latin language was used in the pro¬ 
mulgation of a system of laws for an empire, the language of whose chiu’oh 
unci literature was Greek. Latin was preserved in olfioial business, and in 
public ceremonials, from feelings of pride connected witli the ancient renown 
of tlie Romans and tho clignityof the Roman Empire. So strong is tho hold 
which antiquated custom maintains over tho minds of men, that even a pro¬ 
fessed reformer, like Justinian, could not break through so irrational an 
usage as the publication of his laws in a language incomprehensible to most 
of those for whoso use they were framed. 

Tho laws and legislation of Ju.stiniaii throw only an indistinct and vague 
light on the state of the Greek population. They were drawn entirely from 
Roman sources, calculated for a Homan state of society, and occupied witli 
Roman forms and institutions. Justinian was so anxious to preserve them 
in all their purity that ho adoiited two measuros to secure them from altera- 
tion. Tho copyists were comnumded to refrain from any abridgment, and 
tlio couimentatovs were ordered to follow tho literal sense of the laws. All 
Hcliools of law wei'o likowiso forbidden, except those of Constantinople, Rome, 
find Reryiiis, a regulation which must have been adopted to guard the Roman 
law from being corrupted by falling into tho hands of Greek teaoliera, and 
becoming confounded with the customary law of the various Greek prov¬ 
inces. This restriction, and the importance attached to it by tlie emperor, 
prove that llio Roman law was now the xmiversal rule of conduct in the 
empire, 

Jnstiniiiii took every measuro which prudence could dictate to secure the 
best and purest legal inslrucbion and adniiniatration for tho Roman tribunals; 
blit only a small number of students could study in the liconged schools, and 
Rome, one of these schools, was, at the time of tho publication of tlie law, in 
the luuuls of the Goths. It is therefore not surprising that a rapid decline 
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in Oie knowledge of llomnn law oommenced very shorLly after tlio proniulgn- 
tion of Justinian’s legislation. 

Justinian’s laws were soon translated into Greek without tlio cinjjoror’s 
requiring that tliese paraphrases sliould be literal; and Greek oommenturies 
of an explanatory nature were publislied. His novels were subsequently 
published in Greek when the case required it; but it is evident that any 
remains of Greek laws and customs were rapidly yielding to the euporior 
system of Roman legislation, perfected as this was by the judicious labours 
of Justinian’s oonncillora. Some modifications wore made in the jurisdiction 
of die judges and municipal magistrates at this tiiiio; and wo must admit 
the testimony of Procopius as a proof that Justinian sold judicial ofliccs, 
though the vagueness of the accusation docs not afford us the moans of a«oov- 
taining under what i)retext the change in the earlier system was adopted. 
It is perhaps impossible to determine what aliaro of authority the Greolc 
municipal magisti-ates retained in tlie ndminiatralion of justice and police, 
after the reforms effected by Justinian in their financial affnirs, luid tho 
seizure of a large part of their local revenues. Tho oxistonco of Greek cor- 
por.itioiis in Italy shows that they posae.sscd an acknowledged oxistonco in 
the Roman Empire.^'' 

Summarising the nccoinplishmenbs of Jiistinmn, Bury'' detihirea tliat Llin 
mnporor won immortal fame in four dopartmonts: "in wiirlaro, in law, in 
architecture, aud lu church history/' The verdict is obviously just; Init it is 
for his laws, iMtlior than tor his other acliicvoinents, that JuHtiniiin iiuihI bo 
awarded the largest iiioasuro of gratitude by posterity.** 





CHAPTI 3 R V, REIGN OF JUSTIN II TO HEIIACLTUS 
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DuiiiNG iho laab years of Justinian, liis infirm mind was devoted to 
lienvonl}' coutomplatLon, and he neglected the bxisiness ol the lower world. 
His subjects were impatient of the long coiitiuimnco of hi.s life and reign; 
yet all who were capable of refioction apprehended the moment of his deatli, 
which might involve the capital in tumxxlt and tlie empire in civil war. 
Seven no^iews of the childish monarch, the sons or grandsons of his brother 
and sister, had been educated in the splendour of n princely fortune j they 
had been shown in hich oomnmnds to tlio province.^ and armies j their char- 
aotoL's were known, their followers wei'o zealous, and as the jealousy of ago 
postponed the deoliirafcioii of a successor, they jnight expect with equal liopes 
the inhoritanoe of their undo. Ho expired in his palace after a reign of 
tliirty-eight years ; and the decisive opportunity was embraced by the fmnda 
of Justin, the son of Vigilantia. 

At the hour of midnight, his domestics were awakened by an impor¬ 
tunate crowd, who thundered at his door, and obtained admittance by 
revealing thoniaolvcs to be Iho principal members of the senate. These wel¬ 
come deputies aniioLiiiccd the recent and momentous seorob of the emperor’s 
decease; reported, or ixerhaps invented, Ins dying choice of the best beloved 
and the most deserving of Ills nephews, and conjured Justin to prevent the 
disordens of the multitude, if they should perceive, with the return of light, 
that they woru loft without a master. After composing hi.s countenance to 
surprise, sorrow, and decent modesty, Ju.stin, by the advice of Iiiw wife 
Sophia, submitted to tlio authority of the senate. He was conducted with 
•speed and silence to the palace; the guards saluted their new sovereign, and 
the martial and religious rilcsof his coronation were diligently nccoinplishcd. 
By the hands of the proper oilicers he was invested with the imperial gar¬ 
ments, tho red busldns, white tunic, and purple robe. A fortunate soldier, 
whom he instantly promoted to the rank of tribune, encircled his neck with 
a military collar; four robust youths exalted him on a .shield j he stood flun 
and erect to receive the adoration of his subjects, and their choice was sanc¬ 
tified by the benediction of tho patriarch, who imposed the diadem on the 
head of an orthodox prince. 

The Hippodrome was already filled with innumerable multitudes; and 
no sooner did the emperor appear on his throne than the voices of tlic blue 
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and Ri-eeii factions wera eonfonndecl in tlio sarao loyal aocliiiimtioiis. In 
the sneeolics wliioh Justin ndclrossed to the eonato and people ho promised 
0 correct the abuses ivhioli had disgraced the ago of ns predecessor, dia- 
nlawd the maxims of a just and beneScent goycrnmonl, and dBclavnd that, 
Kie apprcachlng calcuda of Jannary, he jvould revive, m ns own person 
the name and liberality of a Roman consul Tl.o nnniodiato dmclmrgo of 
hi? uncle’s debts exhibited a solid pledge oE liis iiuLii and gonorosily ; a tram 
oE porters laden with bags of gold advauecd into Uio uudst ot tlio IIippci- 
tlvome, and the liopcleas creditors of Justiiiiaii accepted Ibis ociuilablo pay¬ 
ment as a voluntary gift. Before the oiid of ihi’co years ius oxaniplo was 
imitated and surpassed by the empress Sophia, who delivered nmiiy iiuligont 
citi2en3 from the weight of debt and usury; an act of bonovolciiflo Uio best 
entitled to gratitude, since it relieves the most intolorablo disLi-csa, but in 
which the bounty of a prince is the most Haldo to be abused by tho olainw of 
prodigality and fraud. 

On tho seventh day of bisroign Justin gave audience to tho ambassadors 
of the Avars, and the scone was deconited to impress the barbarians with 
astonishment, vejieration, aud teri*or. TJie bite emperor luul cultivated, de¬ 
clared Targotius, tlio chief of the embassy, willi annual and costly gifts, 
tlie friendship of a grateful monarch, and tlio onomics of Romo luid re¬ 
spected tliQ allies of the Avars. Tlie same pnulonoo would instruct tlio 
iiepfiew of Justinian to imiute tho liberality of his uncle, and to iiurclmso 
the blessings of peace from an invincible people, wlio dolighiijd and oxcollod 
in the exercise of war. Tho reply of tho emperor was doUverod in the 
aatno strain of haughty dofiauce, and ho derived Jii.s confidonco from tho (rod 
of the Christians, the ancient glory of Romo, and tho recent triuiuiiliM of 
Jnstiiiiaii. “The empire,’’’ said he, “abounds with nion and hersos, and 
aviua awi'fteient to defend ouv fvoutiovs uud to ohaatiso tho barbariuna. You 
offer aid, you tlireaten hostilities; wo despise your onniity and yoiir aid. 
The conquerors of the Avars solicit our alliance j Hhall ivo dri'iid Ibcir 
fugitives and exiles? The bounty of our uncle was granted to your iniseiy, 
to your humble pvayera. Erom us you shall roaolve a move impovLant 
obligation, the knowledge of your own weakness. Kotii'o from our pro.s- 
once; the lives of ambassadors ai*o safe; and if you roturu to iniploro our 
pardon, perhaps you will taste of our beiiovolonco.”'^ 

On the report of his ambassadors, the chagau was awed by tho a]>puront 
firmness of a Roman emperor, of whose cliaractcr aud rti.sourous he was 
ignorant.^ Instead of executing his tliroats against tlio Eastern Empire, ho 
marched into tho poor and savage countries of CrcnuaJiy, wliieli worn Hiibjoct 
to the doininiou of the Eranka. After two doubtful battloa, hu uonHoutod to 


in the oarmiilian desert, if the alUauco of Alboiii, king of tho Ijoiubavds, bud 
not given a new object to their arms, and a lasting aoUloniont to tluur 
Aveaned fortunes. 

The annals of the second Jnatm are marked with clisfrraoo abroad and 
imscry at home. In the WosfctUe Homau Bmpiro was aflliotod by tho loss of 
Italy, the desolation of Africa, and tlie conquests of tlio Porsiana. tniustic.o 
prevailed both in the capital and the provinces; the rich troniblcd for Ihoir 
y opGity, tUft poov im thow safety, tho ordinary luagislmtos woro ignorant 
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or venal, Llie ocortsioiial I'eTQQcliDS appear to have been arbitrary and violonl, 
and the complaints of the people could no longer be silenced by the splendid 
names of a legislator and a conqueror. 

The opinion which imputes to the prince all the calamities of his times 
may be coiuiLeinmced by th© historian as a serious truth or a salutary preju¬ 
dice. Yet a oaiidid suspicion will arise that the sentiments of Justin were 
pure and benevolent, and that lie might ha\e filled Ms station without 
reproach if the faculties of his mind had not been impaired by disease, which 
deprived the emperor of the use of his feet and cont'med him to the palace, a 
stranger to the complaints of the people and the vices of the government. 
The tardy knowledge of hia own iiupotcuco determined liiin to lay down 
llie weight of llic diadem j and in the choice of a worthy substitute, ho 
showed some symptoms of a discerning and oven magnanimous spirit. 

Tiio only son of Justin and Sophia died in his infancy ; their daughter 
Arabia was the wife of Uaduariiis, superintendent of the palace, and after¬ 
wards commander of tho Ihdian armies, who vainly aspired to confirm the 
rights of marriage by tlioso of adoption. While the empire appeared an 
object of desire, Justin Nvas accustomed to behold with jealousy and hatred 
his brothers and coiusius, ti'o rivals of his hopes j nor could he depend on the 
gratitude of those avIio would accept tho iiurplo as a restitution, rather than 
a gift, or the .90 competitors, one had been removed by exile, and after¬ 
wards by deatlij and tho emperor hinisolf had inflicted such cruel insults on 
another, that he must cither dread his ro-sontment or despise his patience. 
This domestic aniinoHity was refined into a generous resolution of seeking a 
successor, not in bis famiiv»butin tho republic j and the artful Sophia recom¬ 
mended Tiberius, lii.s faithful captain of tho guards, wliose virtues and for- 
tniiQ the emperor iniobt chorish as tho fruit of his iudioious choice. 

The coromoiiy of liis elevation to tho rank of cicsar, or augustus, was 
performed in ilio portico o£ the palace, in tho presence of iho patriarch and 
the Hcnato. Justin collected the remaining strength of liis mind and body j 
Init the popular belief that hi.s spoecii was inspired by tiie Deity betrays a 
very humble opinion both of tho man and of the times: “You behold,'’ 
said tho emperor, “ the ensigns of supremo power. You are about to receive 
tliem not from my Imiid, but from tho hand of God. Honour thorn, mid 
from tliem you will donvo lionoiu*. llespect the empress your mother ; you 
are now her son; before, you wore her servant. Deliglit not in blood; 
abstain from revengo; avoid those notions by which I have incurred tho 
public iuitred; and consult tho experience, ratlier than the example, of your 
prodcoes.sor. As a man, I have sinned j as a sinner, even in this life, I have 
been severely punished; but tlieso aorvauts,” and lie pointed to his ministers, 
“who have aiiusod my confidence, and inflamed my passion.?, will appear 
with mo iieforo tiio tribunal of Cluist. I have been dazslecl by the splen¬ 
dour of tlio diiidcm j bo thou wise and modest; remember what you liiivo 
1 )0011, remember what you arc. You see around us your slaves and your 
fliildrcii; with tlio authority, iissuine tho tenderness, of a parent. Love 
your peo[jle like yourself; cultivate tho afifactioiLs, mniiitain the discipline 
of tho army; protect the fortunes of tho rich, relievo the necessities of the 
poor.” ^ 

Tho assembly, in silence and in tears, applauded the counsels and sym¬ 
pathised with the repentanoo of tlioir princG; the patriarch rehearsed the 
prayers of tho cliurcli; Tiberius received the diadem on his knees, and 

[* Tiiia aiJPGch wliioli .John i>£ Uplicsasf? says was taken down 3ii slioithand Is quoted wim 
!ui npoloyotic claim of ucoui'ncy by Tlieopliylachis Simocalisv,*] 
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Jusbin, who in hia abdication appeared most worUiy to reign, addressed i.lm 
now monarch in the following words: “If you consent, I live; if you com¬ 
mand, I (lie; may the God of heaven and earth infuse into your heart whnt- 
Gver I Imvc neglected or forgotten.” The four last years of the emporov 
Juatin were passed, in tranquil obscurity; his consoionco was no longer 
tormented by the rmembrance of tliosc duties which ho >vas inoapiiblo of 
discharging, and his choice was jnsUlied by the filial reverenco and grati¬ 
tude of Tioeriufl.t 

The reigns of Justinian ami Justin mark a significant turning-point in 
history. As early ns the migii of Justinian the oifioial fiction, liy which 
Latin was assumed to be the language of the empire, had shown sigua of 
breaking downs from this time forward it steadily yields ground to (ircolc. 
The Lombard and Syrian annalists were not slow to mark tlio change; tlioy 
indicato it by lieading tlie list of “Greek” emporora with the namo of 
MauricoA 

Johannes of Ephesus d quotes a satire pasted uj> hy some ^vit rellooiing 
the opinion of tlie time in t\ manner unflatlering to Justin; 

*'Build, build aloft tliy jdllar, 

And raise it vast and high; 

Tlieii mount ami stand upon it, 

Soaring proudly in the sky 

Eaitwaid, aoutu and north and Wi'stu ard, 

Wherevei thou .shalt gaze, 

Nought tlion’lt SCO but d»‘solftt\ons, 

The work of thy ou« days.” 


niCIGN OF TJnEIJIltS 


Among the virtuoii o£ liborius, bw boivuty (be wah oi^o Uw lullowt -uud 
most comely of the Romang) might introduce him to tlm favour of Sophia i 
and the widow of JiisUn wa.s persuaded that she slionld proservo lior station 
and influence muler the reign of a .second and more youlbful Imsbiind. lint 
£ the ambitious candidate had been tempted to autter ami disftomhlo, it was 

tactions of tlio Hippodrome demanded, with some impationou, the iiamo of 
Wtir,nrT ’■ Sophia were ukonishe I y 

sl-^tkvl ^ ^ alleviate Che dmappointmoni of Sophia, impovial iiomnirs n 
sla dy puhice, a numerous household, was libcniUy licalmved hv 1 \ 

with a courtly feinile tho fnu' pt^ ■ and repaid 

alliance wne eo c ,1 i/bTIc? f ^ sod'ot 

itEulfcUun, according 1? wh^ch^oE miccdoin lii dlu-rt con- 

r^sjdo ni tl .0 palticc, being rcfiolvffth J nS^S^‘5° 7V ^^l^tcuco, but icIusoiUu p.-nult bov i.> 

crowned 1,0 bvo»gi;t 
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From the pomp and honours wliich slie had abused, Sophia was reduced to a 
modest allowance; Tiberius disniieaed her train, intercepted her correspond¬ 
ence, and committed to a faithful guard the custody of her poreon. But the 
services of Justinian were not considered by that excellent prince as an 
aggravation of hia offences; after a mild reproof, his treason and ingrati¬ 
tude wore forgiven; and it was commonly believed that the emperor enter¬ 
tained some bnoughtfi of contracting a double alliance with the rival of his 
throne. 

With the odious name of Tiberius, ho assumed tha more popular appella¬ 
tion of Constantino, and imitated tho purer virtues of the Aiitonines. After 
recording the vice or folly of so many Roman princes, it is pleasing to repose, 
for a niomeni, on a character conspicuous by the qualities of humanity, jus¬ 
tice, leinperancQ, and fortitude; to conteiiiplato a sovereign affable in liis 



nYZAJfTIXn .Sl‘UJl AM) UlT 


palace, pious in tho church, impartial on tho scat of judgment, and victorious, 
at least by his ^'ciiorals, in tho Persian War. Tho most glorious trophy of 
his victory consisted in a multitude of captives wliom Tiberius entertained, 
redeemed, and diaiuissed to tlioir native homos with tho ohavitnblo spirit 
of a Christian hero. The meriU or misfortunes of Ids .subjects had a dearer 
claim on him, and ho measured his bounty not so much their expectations 
as by his own dignity. This maxim, however dangerous in a trustee of the 
public wealtli, was balanced by a principlo of humanity and justice which 
taught him to abhor tho gold extracted from tho tears of tho people. 

The wise and oqiiitablo laws of Tiberius excited the praise and regret of 
succeeding times.^ Constantinople believed that tho emperor had discovered 
a ti'eaaiiro ; but his geiiuino treasure consisted in tho practice of liberal ocon- 
omy, and the conlompt of all vain and superfluous expense. The Romans 
of the East would have been happy if the best gift of Heaven, a patriot 
king, had been ooiidrmed as a proper and permanent blessing. But in less 
than four j^cars after tho death of .Tustin, his worthy succo.ssor bank into 
a mortal disease, w'hioh loft him only sulhcient lime to restore tho diadem, 
according to tho tenure by wdnoh ho held it, to the most deserving of his 
fellow-citizens. Ho seleotod Maurice fi’oni the crowd, a judgment more pre¬ 
cious than llni purple itself. The patriarch and senate were summoned to the 
bod of the dying prince ; ho bestowed his daughter and tho empire j and his 
last advice was solemnly delivered by tho voice of tho qutcstor. Tiberius 
expressed hia hope that the virtues of his son and snooessor would erect the 
noblest mausoleum to his memory. 

Biu‘y,p howevtsr, cleclnres tlmt “ ihoro is confllderable ron-soa to romovtt 'Uberlus from Jils 
pedestal,” aa ho “did not make a good omperor.”] 
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THE EMPHilOlV MAUmCK (S82-G02) AND THK WAll WITH PJCliSJA 

The ejaipei'Oi' Mauriofl derived his origin from ancionl, Romo, but his 
immedbte pavents were settled at Ai-abfeus iii Cappadocia, and heir singular 
Sv preserved them alive to behold and partake the fortune of Lhe.r august 
vouth of Maurice was spent in the profession of arms i I .l.o..... 


L/UilOVtU* — - ^- — 

the inheritance of the empire. Maurice asooiided the throne at tliu nmtiire 
atre of forty-tlirec years j and ho reigned above Iwe^nty years over the hast 
and over liimself; e.-rpelling tom his mind tho wild dcinocraoy of pussmiis, 
and establishing (aoeoreling to the ipiainl expro-ssion of Itvagrins) a perfect 
niistooracy of reason niul yirfcuc. , • . > > 

Some suspieion will degrade the testimony ol a snbjDOl, ibough ho pro¬ 
tests tliat his scoreb praise siimild never reach the ear of liis sovoroign, and 
some failings seem to plaee tho character of MauvLco below tho purer merit 
of his predecessor. His cold and resowed domcanowr might Im impuUwl to 
arrogance j his justice was not always exempt from cruelty, nov hiy olonumey 
from weakness j and his rigid economy too often exposed him to the re¬ 
proach of avarice. But the rational wishes of an absoluto inomvv»5h inusl 
tend to the happiness of his people; Maurice was endowed with^ sense and 
courage to promote that happiness, and his udminislvaiioii was directed hy 
the pvlnoiplos and example of Tiboriws. T!io pusillaniiiuty of the Greokn 
had Introduced so complete a separation botwoon tho olUccs of king and oC 
general, that a private soldier, \imo luul deserved and obtaiuod tho purple, 
seldom or never appeared at the head of his anuics. Yot tho oiupornr 
Maurice enjoyed the glory of restoring tho l^orsian nioiiarcli to Iiis tlirono 5 
his lieuleimnia waged a doubtful war against tho Avars of tho Daiiuho ; and 
lio cast an eye of pity, of inofPectnal i>ity, on the abject Jind disLi’OHsfnl htuto 
of his Italian provinces. 

From Italy tlio emperors were iiicoasantly tormentod hy talcs of inisory 
and demands of succour, wliioli extorted the liuniiiinling oonfossioii of ihoir 
own weakness. TJio expiring dignity of Romo was only marked by tlio 
freedom and energy of her complaints. “If you arc iiioapiihlcj,” Hlio\sai(l, 
“ of delivering us from the sword of tlie Lombards, vsavo us iiL least from tluj 
calamity of famine.” Tiberius forgave the roproacb, and reluwod tho dis¬ 
tress ; a supply of corn was transported from Egypt to tlio I'iljor; mid tlio 
Roman people, invoking tho iiaiiio not of Camillii.s but of SL. Peter, repulsed 
the barbarians from thoir walla. Rut the relief was ucoidcntal, tlio ilangcr 
was perpetual and pressing j and tlio clergy and senate, colleoLing tho re¬ 
mains of their ancient opulence, a sum of three thousand poinids of gold, 
despatched the patrician Ihimphronius to lay their gifts and tiioir oonipliiinis 
ttt tho foot of tho Byzantine throne. Tho afctoiiLion of llio court and tlio 
forces of the East were diverted by the Persian Warj hut tho juKticie of 
Tiberius applied tho subsidy to the defence of tho city ; and lio disnun.sod 
the patrician with his best advice, either to bribe tho Lomiinrd cliiofs or to 
purchase tho aid of the kings of France. 

The arts o£ negotiation, unknown to tho simple greatness of the sonato 
and the cccaars, Aveie assiduously cultivated hy tho Byzantine 2>rin(jOH ; and 
the memorials of their perpetual embassies repeat, with tho samo uni form jn-o- 
lixity, the language of falsehood and declamation, tho insidoncu of tlio bar- 
biirmiLs, and the servile toinpev of the tributary Greeks, 
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I'EllSIAN WAll (572-501) 

In the useless altercations Uiat precede and justify tlie quarrels of princes, 
tlie Greeks and the barbarians accused each other of violating the peace whicli 
had been concluded between the two empires about four years before tlie 
death of Justiinun. The sovoxeign of I'ersia and India aspired to reduce 
under his obedienco the province of Temon or Arabia Eelix —the distant 
land of myrrli and frankincense, which liad escaped, rather than opposed, the 
conquerors of tlie Kast. After the defeat of Abrahali under tho walls of 
Mecca, tlie discord of his sons and brothers gave an easy entrance to the Per¬ 
sians j tliey chased the strangers of Ab^'ssiiiia be3^ond the Red Sea, and ii 
native prince of tho ancient Ilomerilcs was restored to the throne as the 
vassal or vicoi'oy of tlio great Niisliirvan. Hut tho nephew of Justinian de¬ 
clared his resolution to avenge tho injuries of his Christian ally the prince 
of Abyssinia, as they suggested a decent pretence to discontinue the annual 
tribute, which was poorly disguised by the name of pension. The churches 
of Pers-Aniieiiia wero oppressed by tli© intolerant spirit of the magi; thej-- 
secretly invoked the protector of the Christians, and after tho pious murder 
of their satraps, the rcbola were avowed and supported as the brethren and 
subjects of tlio lloinun emperor. Tho complaints of Nushirvan were disre¬ 
garded by the Byzantine court; Justin yielded to the importunities of the 
Turks, who offered an ulliaiico against the common enemy; and tlie Persian 
monarchy was throatonod at the same instant by tho iinitod forces of Europe, 
of Ethiopia, and of Scythia. 

At tho ago of fourscore, the sovereign of tho East would perhaps have 
ohoaen tho jicaecful onjoyment of his gloiy and greatness; bub as soon as 
war bccaniQ inevitable, he look tho lioUl with the alacrity of youth, whilst the 
aggressor trembled in tho palace of Constantinople. Nusliirvan, or Chosroes, 
conduotod in parson the siege of Uara; and altliougli that important foitress 
had been loft destitute of troop.s and magazines, tho valour of tho inhabitants 
resisted above five montlis the archers, the elephants, and the military engines 
of tlio Groat King. 

In the meanwhile lus general Adarmau advanced from Babylon, traversed 
the desert, pa.ssncl tho Euphrates, insulted the suburbs of Antioch, reduced to 
aslies the city of Apamoa, and laid tho spoils of Syria at the foot of his master, 
whose per.sQveraiiGc, in tlie midst of winter, at length subverted the bulwark 
of the East. Bui tliese lossc.g, which astonished the provinces and the court, 
jiroducod a salutary effect in the ropentnuce and nbdieaiion of the emperor 
Justin; a now spirit arose in the Byzantine councils; and n truce of three 
years was obtained by tlie prudence of Tiberius. That seasonable interval 
was omployod in ilie i>reparationa of war; and the voice of rumour pro¬ 
claimed to the world that, from tho distant countries of the Alps and the 
Eliine, from Scythia, Mcesin, Pannouia, Illyricuin, and Isauria, the strength 
of tho imperial cavalry was reinforced with 150,000 soldiers. Yet the king 
of Persia, without fear or without faith, resolved to prevent the attack of the 
enemy, again passed the Euphrates, and dismissing the ambaesadors of Tibe¬ 
rius, arrogantly commanded them to await his arrival at Cmsarea, tho metropo¬ 
lis of the Cappadocian provinces. 

Tho two lU'inios encountered each other in the battle of Melitene; the 
barbarians, who darkened the air with a cloud of arrows, prolonged their 
line and extended their wings across the plain; while the Romans, in deep 
and solid bodies, expected to prevail in closer action by tho weight of their 
swords and lances. A Scythian chief, who coiumauded their right wing, 



, 'I’lIE .HISTOKY OP THE liASTEBN EMPIBl'' 

llllj-riO [nTIk'IfillA.I),] 

BuJdeiily tm-ned tlm flank of the enemy, fleokod thoiv roan-guard in the 
pre ence of Choeroes, penetrated to the midst of the camp, p. aged llie roya 
fen , wofaued the eternal fire, loaded e tram of camels witli the epoils of 
S out his way through the Poreian host, and returned with aonga of yio- 
tory to his frienci, who had oonsumed the .day in m.ig e combats or moftoo- 
tu»l skirmiahea. The darkness of the lUgUt, and the separation of the 
Homans, afforded the Porsiun monarch an opportunity of rovongo; and one 
of their camps was swept away by a rapid and impetaons assault. But tho 
review of his loss and the oonseioiianeaa of Ins danger dotormmed OhMroc.s 
to a speedy retreat; he burned, in his passage, the vacant town of Molitonc. 
and, without consulting the safety of his troops, boldly swain tlio l-mphratoa 
on the hack of an elephant. After this unsiicoessful campaign, the want nl 
maeaiines, and perhap.s .some inroad of the Lurta, obliged him I,i disband or 
divide his forces; the Romans were loft niastors of tlio field, and llimr gonoral 
Justinian, advanoing to tho relief of tho Pers-Armonian rebels, erected his 

standard on tlie banka of the Arnxes. . , , , , 

The great Pompey had formerly halted within Ihrco diiys mtu-cli of the 
Caspiani that inland sea was explored for tho first time by ii_ hostilo llcol, 
and seventy thousand captives wero transplanted from Uyveania to tho ifjlo 
of Cyprus. On the return of spring, Justinian descoiuiocl into tlio fortilo 
plains of Assyria, the flames of war approachod Uie rosidonoo of Nunljirvan, 
the indignant monaroli sank into tho grave, and liis last edict rosLrahiod his 
successors h'om exposing their person in a battle against tlio Homans. Yot 
the nioinory of tliis transient affront was lost in llio glorios of a long roign j 
and his formidablo enemies, after indulging tlieir dream of con(|nost, 
aoUoited a short respito ffoin tho cnlaniiUes of war. 

Tho throne of Chosroes Nushirvan was filled by Hormuz, or IIoriniHclaH, 
the ov most favoured oC h\a sous ( 6 T 9 ). lu every word und iu every 
action tlio son of Nushirvan degenerated from tho virtues of Jiis fallior. IIih 
avarioo defrauded tho ti'oopa ; his jealous caprico degraded tho natrapa; tho 
palace, the tribiiuuls, the watora of the Tigris wore sUiinod with tho blood 
of the iniiooonfc, and the tyrant exullod in tho suffoi’ings and oxooutioii of 
thirteen thousand vLotima. As the oxcuso of hia cruelly, lio soinotimca con¬ 
descended to observe that tho fears of tlio l^crsians would bo productive of 
hatred, and that their hatred must terminate in robollion ; but lie forgot 
that his own guilt and folly liad inspired tlio sontiinonts wiiiuh he doplorod, 
and prepared the event winch ho so justly apprehended. lOxaapcraicd by 
long and hopeless oppression, tho provinces of Jlabylon, Sussi, and Ouvinania 
erected the standard of revolt; and the princes of Avahiu, India, and Scythia 
refused the customary tribute to tho unworthy sueoessor of Nusliii'van. Tiio 
arms of the Romans, in slow sieges and frequent inroads, afiliolod the fron¬ 
tiers of Mesopotamia and Assyria; one of tlicii* geiicriils profu.sscd liimsolf 
the disciple of Scipio, and the soldiers wore animated by a iniruonlonH 
imago of Christ, wliose mild aspet should never liavo been flisidiiyed in the 
front of battle. At the same time tho eastern proviiicea of Pei'Mia wore in¬ 
vaded by the great khan, who passed the Oxus at tho licnd of llu-eo or four 
inindred thousand Turks. Tlie imprudent Hormuz nocopted tlioir poriidious 
and loriaidable aid; tlie cities of Khorasan or Bacfcriana ^Y0l■0 OQUiuuuided to 
^en tlioir gates ; tlie march of the barbarians toward,s the uinnnLiiinn of 
Hyroaum revealed tlie correspondence of tho Tuvldsli and Roman anus; 
and their union must have subverted the throne of tho liouse of iSaasaii. 

1 ersia had been lost by a king; it was saved by a hero. While the 
nation trembled, while Hormuz disguised hm terror by tho naiue of aiiapieion, 
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and 1)13 Borvaiits concealed their disloyalty under the mask of fear, Bah* 
ram alone displayed his undaunted oonrage and apparent fidelity ; and as 
soon as ho found that no more than twelve thousand soldiers would follow 
him against the enemy, he prudently declared that to this fatal nuniher 
heaven had reserved the Jioiiours of the triumph. The steep and narrow 
descent of the Pule Rudbar, or Ilyvcanian rock, is the only pass through 
•which an army can penetrate into the territory of Rei and the plains of 
Media. Prom the commanding heights, a band of resolute men might over¬ 
whelm with stones and dju’ts the myriad.s of the Turkish host; their emperor 
and his son were transpierced with arrows, and the fugitives were left, with¬ 
out council or provisions, to tlie revenge of an injured j^eople. 

The patriotism of the Persian general was stimulated by lus affection for 
the city of liis forefathers; in the liour of victory every peasant became a 
soldier, and every soldier a hero; and their ardour was kindled by the gor¬ 
geous fipectaclea of beds, and thrones, and tables of massy gold, the spoils of 
Asia, and the luxury of the hostile camp. A prince of a less malignant 
temper could nob easily have forgiven his benefactor, and the secret hatred 
of Hormuz was envenomed by a malieious report that Bahrain had pri- 
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vately retained iha most procioua fruits of his Tiirkisli victory. But the 
approach of a Roman army on the side of the Araxes compelled tlio impla¬ 
cable tyrant to smile and to applaud; and the toils of Bahram were rewarded 
with tlio poi'inisaion of encountering a new enemy, by their skill and disci¬ 
pline more formiclablo tlian a Scythian multitude. 

Elated by his recent success, ho despatched a herald with a bold dcfiancQ 
to the camp of the Romans, requesting them to fix a day of battle, and to 
choose wliethor they would pass the river themselves or allow a free passage 
to the arms of tlio Great King. The lieutenant of tlie emperor Maurice pre¬ 
ferred tlie safer alternative, and this local oircumatance, which would have 
enhanced the viotory of the Persians, rendered their defeat more bloody 
and their escape more difficult. But the loss of lus subjects and the danger 
of liis kingdom were overbalanced iutho mind of Hormuz by the disgrace of 
his personal enemy; and no sooner had Bahrain collocted and reviewed 
his force.4, than he received from a royal mesaenger the insulting gift of a 
distaff, a spinning-wheel, and a complete suit of female apparel. Obedient 
to the will of his sovereign, he showed liiinsclf to the soldiers in Ibis unworthy 
disguise; tliey resented his ignominy and their own; a shout of rebellion 
ran througli their ranks, and tho general accepted their oatli of fidelity and 
vows of revongo. A second messenger, who had been commanded to bring 
the rebel in chains, waa trampled under tlio feet of an elephant, and mani¬ 
festoes were diligently circulated, exliorting tho Persians to assert their free¬ 
dom against an odious and contemptible tyrant. The defection was rapid 
and universal; his loyal slaves were sncrificed to tlie public fury, and the troops 
deserted to the standard of Bahram. 
ir, w, — voT.. vir. l 
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A 3 tbe passes were failtiMly guarded, Hormua could only oom]mio the 
number of hia enemies by the testimony of a guilty conscionoB and the daily 
defection of those who, m tlie hour of hia distress, avenged tlioir wrongs or 
forgot their obligations* He proudly displayed tlio ensigns of royally ; bui 
tliB**oity and palace of Modain had already escaped from Die lumd of tlio 
tyrant. Among the victims of his cruelty, Bindooa, a Saasaniiui prince, Imd 
been cast into a dungeon j his fetters were broken by tlio zeal and oourago 
of a bi'othcy *, and he stood before the king at the head of tliose trusty guards 
who had been chosen a$ the ministers of hia coufiuemeiit, and pcrluips of liis 
death. Alarmed by tlis hasty intrusion and bold reproaches of tlic enptivc, 
Hormuz looked round, but in vain, for advice or aaslstauco; discovered that 
hia strength consisted in the obedience of others, and paLicnily yioldml to 
the single arm of Bindoea, who dragged him from the throne to the samo 
dungeon in which lie liitnself Iiad been ao lately coiirined. 

Cliosi’oes, the eldest of tine sons of Horinii'/*, escaped from Lho city. 
Attended only by his concubines, and n troop of thirty guards, Iio secretly 
departed from tlio capital, followed tlie baiilcs of tlio Eiiphratos, trayorsell 
the desert, and halted at the distance of ten miles from Clircusium. About llio 
third watcli of the night tlio Roman prefect was infonnod of his iipiii’oiiol) 
and be introduced the royal stranger to the fortrosn at thu dawn of day’ 
From thence the king o£ Persia was conducted to tho more iionounvble rosV 
deuce of HierapoUs; abd Maurice dissembled bis pride and dimilayml Ills 
benevolence, at tho reception of the letters and nmbaasudorH of Uio griinilHon 
of Nualiirvaii. They humbly represented tho vicissitudes of foriuim and 
the common interest of princes, exaggoratod the iiigiatitiub of JhvlD’uin tlio 
agent of the evil principle, and urged, with spocious iirgumont, tlniL it was 
for the advantage of tlio Homans themselves to support the two niomirulm's 
which haiauce tlio world, the two great luminaries by wlio.so Halutury inllu- 
ence it is vivified and adorned. The anxiety of 01i().srooH was soon rolioved 
by the assuranoo that the emperor had espoused tho caimo of insLico lunl 

visit S ConstLdiiiojd wvvd d(ilc-y uf! 

lu the ueme ai hia geueyous henetaotev, a rieh diiKloui w.w vvoswilwl l„ 
the fugitive imnoe, mil. an luestimablo gift of joivols and gold ; a ,„„vi d 
aimyivaa iissemUedoo thofrontiuvs of Syria and Armiuiiu, undo' , ^ho ii!ml- 
maiid of the valiant ami faithful Narscs, and this giiiioi'iil, of Idu own iritiiin 
and his Oivii choice, wiu. directed to pass tlio Tigris and nwer to s , atl s 

sivonl ti he hail restored Clioscocs to the tlimuo of n,s Z'U nt Afto^ 
ho June . 0.1 of the imperial troops, wliieli Ihilusiui v.ainiv' ZZgliul 
pievent, tlie contest was decided by two batUcs on tiio Innfcs ol'^H, 
and the confines of S cilia. The Ronnina, with the faiU.f.d .Z,Wls n P 

aSuy, ShfnSy S'Zhmr lu;;! 

the eastern proviuLs o krO^ ^^'^vards 

the Turks ^him lo 

hie of poisons—the atm[?s of rpmnrnA anA \ pnrhnps tJio must incurii- 

Of lo.st glory. Yei lliekodem Persians h? 

and the “cu Sitd^y'^if "ZuiToj 



JUSTIN If TO HERACLIUS 147 

[Mo-cce A D.] 

dying or mutilated crirainals. A band of a Ibonsaiicl Romans, who con¬ 
tinued to guard the person of Cliosroes, proclaimed his confidence in the 
fidelity of the strangers ; his growing strength enabled him to dismiss this 
unpopular aid, bub ho steadily professed the same gratitude and reverence to 
hia adopted father ; and till the death of Maurice tlio peace and alliance of 
the two empires wore faithfully maintained. Yet tlio merccimry friend- 
sliip of the lionian prince had boon purchased with costly and impor¬ 
tant gifts; the strong cities of Martyropolis and Dara M'orc restored, and 
the Rers-Armenians became the willing subjects of au empire whose eastern 
limit -was extended, beyond the example of former times, as far as the liaiiks 
of tlio Arnxes and tlio neighbourhood of the Caspian. A pious hope was 
indulged that tlio cliurch, as well as the statu, might triumph in this revolu¬ 
tion ; but if Chosioca had sincerely listened to the Christian bishops, the 
impression was erased by tlio zeal and eloquence of the magi: if he was 
armed with philosophic indifference, lie accommodated his belief, or rather 
his professions, to the various circumstances of an exile and a sovereign. 


TIIK AVAIIS 

■VVhilo the nuijesiy of the Homan name was revived hi the East, the pros¬ 
pect of Europe is loss pleasing and less glorious. By tlie departure of tlio 
Lombards and the ruin of tho Gepidro, tho balance of power wns destroyed 
on the Danube; and the Avars spread their permanent dominion from the foot 
of tho Alps to the sea coast of the Euxino. The reign of Baian is the bright¬ 
est era of their luouarohy *, Choir civagan, who occupied the rustic palace of 
Attila, appears to Iiavo imitated liis character and policy; but ns the same 
scenes were ropeaiod in a smaller circle, a minute representation of the copy 
would be devoid of the groatiiess and novelty of tlio original. Tho pride 
of the second Ju.stin, of Tiberius and Manricc, was humbled by a proud bar¬ 
barian, moro prompt to inflict tluin exposed to suffor tlio injuries of war; 
and as ofLoii as Asia was throatoiied by the Porsian arms, Europe was op¬ 
pressed by the dangorou.s inroads or costly friendship of tho Avars. 

When tho lloinan envoys approached the pre.senco of the chagan, they 
wore ooiumaiidcd to wait at tho door of liis tout till, at llie end perhaps of 
ten or twelve days, ho condo-scoiKlcd to admit tliem. If tho substance or'tlie 
style of their mos-sago was offonsivo to his car, ho insulted, with real or 
aii’eoiod fury, their own dignity juid that of their prince; their baggage was 
plundered, aud tlieir lives wore only .savod by the promise of a richer present 
and a more rospoctful address. But liis sacred ambassadors oujoyccl and 
abused ail unbounded license in the midst of Con.stantinoplc; they urged, 
with impoi'Luiialo ehiniour.s, tho increase of tribute or the restitution of 
captives and dcsortor.s; and tho majesty of the oinpiro was almost equally 
degraded by a haso conipliaiice, or by tho false and fearful excuses with 
which they eluded such insolent doniaiuls. 

In tho language of a barbarian without guile, tho prince of the Avars 
affected to complain of thcim>inoei’ity of the Greeks; yet he was not inferior 
to the most civilLsod nutioiis in tho rofmements of disaimulution and perfidy. 
As tho successor of tho Lombards, tho ohagau assorted his claim to the 
important city of Siriuiiun, the ancient bulwark of tho Illyrian provinoes. 
Tho plains of lower Hungary were covered with the Avar horso, and a fleet 
of largo boats was built in llio Hercyniaii wood, to descend the Danube 
and to transport into tho Saviia tlio inatorials of a bridge. But as the strong 
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.•rinisoii of SiiigWnnuin, wl.ioA oommandod tl.o conflvw ot 11,c ts™ nvova, 
mUfc have stopped their paasago and baffled ks designs, he dispelled Ihoir 
rpnrehensione by a eolemn oath that his vienrs wore not hosi.la to Iho orapu-e. 
He awore by his sword, the symbol of llio god of war, that ho did not, ns the 
110,„p. ofinstruct 3 bridcfo upon tho Sovufi. If I violate my until, 


SivYUs tet^iraing* against the laws of nature, to Ins soiu*ee, ovorwhelin 11,4 in 

li is angry waters 1 ” , , , . • ^ 1 1 n 

After tills barbarous imiirecntion, lie calmly niqiiirea what oath wiis 


liood on luy tongue nor treachery in iny heart.” As soon ns he rose from 
Ids knees, he acceleratecl tJio labour of the bridge, and dcspalciiULl an envoy 
to proclaim what ho no longer wished to conceal. ‘‘Inform Urn emperor,” 
said tlie poifidious liauiii, “ Unit Sinnium is invested on uvory side. Adviso 
iiis prudonco to withdraw tiio citizens and their effects, and to rosign a city 
wliicli it is now impossible to relievo or defend.” 

WitiiouL tJio hope of relief, tho dofonco of yinninm was prolonged iiboyo 
three years 5 tho walls wore still untouched; bufcfamlno was unclosed within 
tho walla, till a merciful capitulation allowed tho escape of tiio naked and 
iiinigry inhabitants. Singidiuium, at the distance of fifty inilcH, ox2Jurioiic()d 
a more cruel fate; the buildings were razed, and tlio vampiisliud pootdo u'as 
condemned to servitude and exile. Yet tho ruins of Sinnium arc jio limgoi* 
visiblej the advautagoous situation of Singidunum soon alLraolod a new 
colotLv of Slavonians, and tho conflux of the Savus and Danube is aiill 
guartlcd Ijy the fortifications of llclgrado, or the Wlnto City, ho often and so 
obstinately disputed by the Christian and Tmkish arms. From llolgrado to 
the walU of Conslautinoidc, ;v hue may be measured of six hundred iniUis; 
that line was marked witli ilanios and with blood; the liorsos of tlio Avars 
were alternately bathed in tlic ISuxino and tlio Adriatic; and tho lloinan 


alarmed by tho approach of a more Hiivago onomy, was roduced to 
cherish tho Lombards as the protectors of Italy, Tlio duspiiir of a ('ajit-lvo, 
whom ins country refused to ransom, disclosed to tho Avars tlui invontinn 
and practice of military engines ; hub in tho lirsl aileniiits, they M'uro rudely 
framed and awkwardly managed; and tlio roaistaiico of DioelctianoiinliH and 
Bero!!!, of Philijjjiopolis mid ILulriauopolia, soon exhausted tho .skill and 
pabieucG of the be.siegcrs. 

The warfare of Baian Wiistliat of a Talar; yot liia mind was su.Heoptiiilo 
of u hninaiiG and generous sentiment: ho aparocl AiicliialuH, wlioso Halutary 
waters had restored tho liealth of the best bolovod of liis wives; aiul 
tiie Romans confessed that tlioir starving army was I'ecl and dismissed by the 
libemlity of a foe. His empire extended over Hungary, Poland, and rviis- 
sia, froin the moutli of the Danube to that of tho Odor ; and his new subjools 
were divided and transidanted by the jcalon.s imlicy of tlio conquoror. Tlio 
eastern legions of Germany, which had been left vacant by tbo cmigraiion 
or the Vaiidalg, wore replenished with Slavonian oolonisLs; tho .same tribes 
are discovered in tho noighhourhood of tho Adriatic iind of the llaltie, and 
with the name of Baian himsolf the Illyrian citieH of Nolsso and Tfiasa aro 
again round m tho heart of Silesia. In fcho disposition both of his troo]iH 
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and provinces the cliagan exposed the vasmls, whoso lives ho djai'cgurdecl, 
to the first assault; and the swords of the enemy were bliiuted before they 
encountered the native valour of the Avars. 

Tlie Persian alliance restored the troops of tlie East to the defence of 
Europe; and Maurice, who had supported for ten years the insolence of 
tJie chagan, declared ]ns resolution to march in ijerson against the bar¬ 
barians. In the .space of two centuries, none of the successors of Theodo.sius 
had ai^pearcd in the hold; their lives wore supinely spent in tho palace of 
Constantinople, and tlie Greeks could no longer understand that the name 
of emperor, in its primitive .sense, denoted the chief of the armies of the 
republic. Tiio martial ardour of Maurico was oppo.sed by the grave flattery 
of the senate, the timid .superstition of tlie pafcriarcli, ajid the tears of the 
empress Oonstantinii; and they all conjured liim to devolve on some meaner 
general the fatigues and perils of a *Scythuin campaign. 

Deaf to their advice and entreat}^ tlio emperor boldly advanced seven 
mile.s from the capital; the sacred ensign of the cross was displayed in the 
front, and hlaurioe reviewed, with conscious pride, the arms and numbers 
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uf the voleruJifi who had fouglifc and coinpiered beyond the Tigris. Anchialus 
saw the last term of his progress by sou mid bind, lie Boliciteil, without suc¬ 
cess, a iniraoulous answer to his nocturnal prayers; his mind waa confounded 
by tho death of a favourite Iiorse, tlio encounter of a wild boar, a storm of 
wind and rain, and tho birth of a inoiisiroiis child; and lie forgot that the 
best of omens is to uiishoatlic our sword in tlio defence of our country. Under 
the pretence of rceeiviiig the auihnssadors of Uci’«ia, the cinpeior returned to 
Constantinople, cxchangod tho Ihoiighls of war for those of devotion, and 
disappointed tlio public liopo by hin absence and the clioico of his liouteminis. 
Tlu) blind purLiality of frulornal love might exunso tho promotion of liis 
brother Fetor, who fled witli crpial disgrace from tho Ijarbarian.s, from 
his own snldior.s, and from the inhabitants of a lloinaii city. That city, if we 
may credit the resoinblaiice of name ami character, was the famous Azimiiii- 
tium, wliicli had alone repelled Iho tempest of Attila. The example of her 
wjirliko youth was iiropagated lo succeeding generations; and they obtained, 
from the flr.st or second Tiwliii, an lionourahlo privilege, that their valour 
alinnld bo always reserved for the dofcncc of then’ nalivo ununtry. The 
brother of hlaurico atloiiii>tecl lo violate tliis privilege, and to mingle a 
patriot, liaiul with the inercoimnea of his camp; tliey retired to the cliurcli. 
He was not awed by the flaiictlty of the place; the people rose in their cause, 
the rainpai'tij wore inannod; aud Feter proved himself a coward. 
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Tiie inilitai’y fame of Comeniiohis is llie object of natirc or comedy 
rather than of serious liiatory, since he was even doficient hi tlio vilo and 
vulgar qualification of personal courage. Hia solemn councils, strange evo¬ 
lutions, and secret orders always supplied an apology for flight or delay. 
If he nmrclied against the enemy, the pleasant valleys of Mount Hiomus 
opposed fin insuperable barrier; but in hia retreat he explored with fearless 
curiosity the most difticiilt and obsolete paths, which had almost escaped 
the iiicmary of the oldest native. The only blood which ho lost was drawn, 
in a real or affected malady, by the hincot of a surgeon; ami his licnlili, 
which felt with exquisite sensibility the approach of the barbarians, was 
uniformly restored by tlie repose and safety of the winter scuhou, A prince 
who could promote and support this miwortliy favourite must derive no 
glory from the .accidental merit of his colleague I’riscna. In five successive. 
Iwttles, \yhieh seem to have been conducted with slcill and resolution, 17,200 
barbarians were made prisoners; ne.ir sixty thousand, witli four sons of tho 
chagfan, were slain. The Roni.an general .surprised a peaceful district uf 
Gepidffi, who slept under the protection of the Avava; and hia laat, ivopliioa 
wore erected on the banlcs of tlie Danube and tJio Thoiss. iSinco tlio death 
of Trajan, the arms of the empire had not penetrated so deeply into the old 
Dacia; yet tlic success of Prisons was transient aiid barren,' and lie was 
soon recalled, by the apprehension that Baiaii, wiili dsuintless spirit and 
recruited forces, was preparing to avenge his defeat under the walls of 
Constantinople. 


STATE OF TirE ROMAN AUJIIES 


Tlio 


1 theory of war was not more familiar to the camps of Ctesar and Traitin 
than to those of .Aistinian ami Maurice. The iron of 'ruscany or Piiulus 
stul received the keenest temper from the skill of the Ryy.ivntino workmen. 
ihe inagaziues were plentifully stored with every species of offensive and 
dctenaive arms. ^ In the construction and use of .sliips, onginoH, and forllficu- 
tions, the barbarians admired tlie superior ingenuity of apcoi^Ie whom tlu'v 
so often vaiiqimshod in tiie field. The seloiioc (if kiutics, Lho order, eyohi- 
imus, and stratagems of antujuity, Wove tvamevibed imd studied in the boolos 
of fhe Greeks and Romans. Rut llic solitude or degeneracy of tlio iivoviiuios 
could no longer supply a race of men to Imndle tho.se weapoim, to guard 

S",ais?sr 

had been roimied wiLlumt a master 
and expired without a dhsciple. Weilhcr honour, nor patriotiHia, nor n’t'iu'r- 
ous superstition, could animate the lifole.ss bodies of slaves and strautors 
wJio had .succeeded to the honours of the legions. It >yiis in Llm ciuni! almio 

Z ', Hwi, only 
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mul esteoni of those whom ^ posse.s.s the eonJidenco 

listen to the voice of a 
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tioiis of statesmen and sopliists; and when they received an edicb whioli 
deducted from their pay tlio pice of their arms and clothing, tJiey execrated 
the avarice of a prince insensible of the dangers and fatigues from which ho 
had escaped. 

The camps botli of Asia and Europe wore agitated with frequent and 
furious seditions; the enraged soldiers of Edessa pursued, with reproaches, 
witli threats, with wounds, their trembling generals; they overturned the 
statues of the emperor, cast stones against the inlraculoiis image of Christ, 
and either rejected the yoke of all civil and military laws or instituted a 
dangerous model of voluntary aiibordination. The monarch, always distant 
and often deceivod, was incapable of yielding or persisting according to the 
exigence of the moment. But the fear of a general revolt induced him too 
readily to accept any act of valour or any expression of loyalty as an atone¬ 
ment for tho popular offence; the new reform was abolished as liastily as it 
Jifld been announead, and the troops, instead of piinishmeiifc ajid restraint, 
were agreeably surprised by a gracious proclamation of immunities and 
rewards. But the aoldiens accepted without gratitude tlie tardy and reluc¬ 
tant gifts of the emperor; their insolence was elated by the discovery of his 
weakness and their own strength, and tiieir mutual hatred was inflamed 
beyond the dosiro of forgiveness or the hope of reconciliation. 

The historians of the times adopt the vulgar suspicion that Maurice 
conspired to destroy the troops whom ho had labourecf to reform; tlie mis- 
oonduct and favour of Comontiolus arc imputed to this mnlovolenfc design; 
and every ago must condemn the inhumanity or avarice of a prince who, by 
tlie tdlliiig' ransom of six thousand pieces of gold, might liave pi'ovenied 
the massacre of twelve thousand prisoners in tlie hands of the cliagnii.^ 
Ill tho just fervour of inclignaliou, on orderwas signified to the army of tho 
Danube tlial they should spare the magazines of tno province, and establish 
their winter quarters iii tho hostile country of the Avars. The mensure 
of their grievances was full; they pronounced Maurice unworthy to reign, 
expelled or sluughLcrcd hia faitluul adherents, and, under tho command of 
Pliocas, a simplo centurion, returned by hasty marches to the iioiglibeuriiocd 
of Constantinople, 


IIEBKLLIOK AQAtNST MAUlUCfi 

After a long series of legal successions, the military disorders of the third 
century were again revived ; yet such was the novelty of tho enterprise that 
tho insurgents wore awed by their own rashness. They hesitated to invest 
their favourite with tbo vacant purple; and whilo thoy I'ejected all treaty 
witli Muurico himself, tlioy held a friendly coiTespondeiico with his son 
Theodosius, and witli Gernuinus, the father-in-law of the royal youth. So 
obscure liiicl been the former condition of Pliocasthat the omperor was igno¬ 
rant of the ruune and character of big rival; but us soon us he learned that 
tho centurion, though bold in sedition, was timid in the face of danger, 
“ Alas I ” cried the desponding prince, “if he is a coward, he will surely be 
a murderer.” 

Yet if Constantinople had been rmn and faithful, the murderer might 
Jmve spent liis fury against the walls; and tlie I'ebel army would have 
been gradually consumed or reconciled by tho prudence of the emperor. In 
the games of the circus, which ho repeated with unusual pomp, Maurice 

fi Finlay ^ suggests that tlvcse men may have liccn dosoitcrs, but gives vefy meagre reasons 
for Ins charltablo hupposltion.] 



1D2 


XHK HISl'OBY OB I'M KASTEKN EHI-IIIIO 


[fil)2 A.Jt.] 


■ 1 •! Af nniifiiltsiice tlie auxicty of hoiU'L, ooiidoscoiided 

tUsguised, mtU snulea of flatteracl Uioir pndo by accept- 

to solicit the aiiplaiise ^ of nine hundi-ed bines and liftoen 

hujidred ^freens, whom be support betrayed his weakness 

throne. eeeJol ncoo.nplicen of 

^e^rdtend 

Avitli tlieir Romim brethren. . . f jirnunco Jiad Ion? since idienated 

, ff Ms SXTho" fn a rolitdous procession, 

the liearts of lua stiUje , atones, aud Uia guards were compelled to 
he ms rudely assaulted \ , . f j i)oi-roii. A fanatio monk ran 

present thenMron nraco.e jrr^dra. .s.vovd, denou.uv 

inc against him the wrath and tiio sontciioo of aod; 
auel ft vile jjlobeian, who rcproaculod hia counUi- 
nanco and apparel, was sealed on Jin ass and pnr- 
sued by the imprecations of the niuUiiudo. ^ 

TJio emperor suspected Ujc 2)02-’nlrirjty oi l^or- 
mamis with the soldiers and oitixons} ho loarod, ho 
threatoned, hut ho delayed to strike 5 tho piilrioiaii 
fled to the sanctuary of the churoh 5 the 
in his defence, the walls ivero deserted by the 
guards, and the lawless city was abaiulonod to tno 
Hames and rai)ine of a nocturnal tiunult. in a 
small bark the unfortunalo Maurice, with bm mUi 
and nine cluldron, e.Hca2)od to the Asiatic Hhuro; but 
tiio violence of the wind coin25oned him In hind at 
the church of St. Autononuis, near Clialcedon, from 
whence he dcspatcliod Theodosius, )iis oldest son, 
to implore the gratitude and friendsliip of tlio Per¬ 
sian monarch. For himself ho roruHcd to fly; his 
body was tortured with .sciatic j^ahivS, hia niiiul ivtis 
enfeebled by su2)orstition; lio patiently awaited tlic 
event of the revolution, and addrcaaed a fervent and 
public prayer to the Almiglity, tluit the 2>uniHhnionl. 
of his sins might be iiillicted in this world j’nLhor 
than ui a future life. 

After the abdication of hlauricc, the two fac¬ 
tions disputed tlie choice of an emporor; but tlm 
favourite of the blues was rojooLcd by the jealousy 
of their antagonists, and ( 4 crmaiuiH hiniHolf was 
IniiTiecl along by the crowds, wiio rushed to the 
palace of Ilebdomon, seven miles from the city, to adore the nuiiesty of 
IMiocas the ceuturion. A modest wish of resigning the purple to tuo rank 
and merit of Germaiius was opposed by Ins resolution, more ohstiinito Jiud 
eq^ually sincere; tlio seimle and clergy obeyed lus sumuioiw; and as soon 
as tlie patriarch was assured of his ovtliodox belief, lie eonsoorfitcd tho 
successful usurper in tlio church of St, John the llaptiHL. On the ilnvd 
(lay, amidst the ncclamationa of a thougbfcleaa peo2)lo, Pliocas imulo Ins 
public entry in a cliariol drawn hj' four white hovsea; the revolt of the 
troops was rewarded by a lavish donative, and tho now aovoreign, aftoi- 
lisiting tlio palace, lieheld from his throne tho gamos of tlio ni2ip0th'ome. 
Ill a dispute of precedency between the two factions, lus iiarlial judgment 
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incliiietl in favour of tlio greoiiH, “Remember lliat Maurice is still alive,’* 
resounded from the opposite side 5 and the iadiscreefc clamour of fclio blues 
admonislied and stimulated tlie cruelty of the tyrant. The ministers of 
death were despatched to Chalcedon; they dragged the emperor from his 
sanctuary ; and the five sons of Maiitrice were successively murdered before 
the eyes of tlieir agonising parent. At each sirolce, which he felt in liis 
liearh he found strengtli to rcliearso a i>iou8 ejaeuktion : “ Thou art just, 
0 Lord! and tliy judgments are riglileous.’* Ami such, in the last luoments, 
was his rigid attachment to triitli and justice, that he revealed to the soldiers 
the pious falsehood of a nurse who presented her own child in the place of a 
royal infant. 

' The tragio scone ^vas finally closed by tlie exceiitio]i of tlie emperor himself, 
in the twentiotli year of liis reign and the sixty-third of his age ( 602 ). The 
bodies of the father and his five sons were cast into the sen, their heads were 
exposed at Constantinople lo the insnlis or pity of the multitude j and it 
was not till some signs of putrefaction had appeared that Pliocas connived 
at the private burial of these venerable remains. In tJiat grave the faults 
and errors of Maurice were kindly interred. His fate alone was remem¬ 
bered ; and at tho end of twenty years, in the recital of the history of Theo- 
phylact, tho mournful talo was interrupted by the tears of the aucUeiice, 


PHOOAS EMPEIIOR (002-C10) 

Such tears must have (lowed in sccrot, and sucl) compassion would liavc 
hoeu criminal, under the reign of PJioiais, who was peaceably acimowledged 
ill the provinces of the East and West. Tho images of tho emperor aiidLia 
wife, Leontiu, wero exposed in the Latcrau to the veneration of the clergy 
and senate of Romo, and aftci’\vard.s deposited in tho palace of tlie Cm&ws, 
between those of Constantine and Theodosius. As n subject and a Chris¬ 
tian, it was the duty of Gregory to acquiesce in the established governmeiiLj 
but tho joyful applaiUHO wiWi whicli lie salutes the fortune of the assassin 
has sullied with indelible disgrace the character of the saint. 

The successor of tho Apostles might Iiavo inculcated with decent firmiieBS 
the guilt of lilood and tlic necc.ssiiy of repentance j he is content to cele¬ 
brate tho deliveranco of tlie people and the fall of the oppressor ; to rejoice 
that the pioty luicl benignity of Pliocas have been raised by providence to 
tho imperial throne ; to pray that his liaiids may be strengthened against all 
his oiieraies j and to express a wish, perhaps a prophecy, Unit, after a long 
and triuinpliaiit reign, he may bo transferred from a temporal to an everlast¬ 
ing kingdom. Wo have already traced tho stejia of a revolution so pleasing, 
in Gregory’s opinion, both to heaven and earth ; and Pliocas does not appear 
leas hateful in tho exercise than in llie acquisition of power. The pencil of 
an impartial historian lias delineated the portrait of a monster—liis diminu¬ 
tive and. deformed person, the closeness of hia ahagg}' oyebrows, hia red hair, 
his beardless cliiii, and his cheek disfigured and discoloured by a formidable 
scar, Tg'iioranfc of letter.s, of laws, iiiid oven of ariii.s, he indulged in tho 
supreme rank a more ample privilege of lust and dnuikeniiess, and his bru¬ 
tal pleasures wore either iiijiudons lo Jiis subjects or disgL’aceful to himself. 
Without assuming llio office of a prince, he renounced the profession of a 
.soldier; and the reign of Phoens afllioied Europe with imiominiou.s peace 
and A.siii with desolating war. llis savage temper was infiaiiicd by passion, 
hardened by fear, cxasporalcd by resistance or ropioaoh. 
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Tlie flitrlit of Theodosius to the Persian court had boon iutorocpled by a 
rapid pursuit or a deceillul luessoge; bo vms beheaded at Nioroa, and the last 
1 ,ours of the young prinoe tvero soothed by the comforts ol religion and 
the consciousness ofimiocenoe. Yet tliis phanlon; thsfciirbec tho repose of the 
usurper; a whisper was circulated tlirougli the bust that the son of Muurieo 
was still alive; the people expected their avenger and tho widow and 
dauelitei'S of the late emperor would lm*vo artopled aa ilieiv sou and broiliei 
the vilest of maiikiud. In the massacre of the imperial falllll3^ tlio morcy, 
or ratlior the discretion, of Phocas had spared these luihappy foniiileH, and 
tliey More decently confined to a private Iiouso. Hut tho spirit of tho 
cnipicss ConsLaufcina, still mindful of her father, hot livisbnnd, and hoi boiis, 
aspired to freedom and revenge. At the dead of night, she escaped to tho 
.sanctuary of St. Sophia; but her tears, and tho gold of her nssooialo Ger- 
nuuuis, ivere insiiHieiciit to provoke an insurrection. Pier life was forfoited 
to revenge, and even to justice: but tho patriarch obtained and pledged an 
oath for hei* aafctjM a monastery was allotted for her prison, and the widow 
of Maurice uccopted and abused the louitj' of his aHsassin. 

The discovery or tho suspicion of fi second conspiracy dissolved tlm 
engagements and rekindled the fury of Phoons. A matron who coinnmnded 
tho respect and pity of mankind, the daughter, wife, and moilior of empe¬ 
rors, was tortured like the vilest malefiietor, to force u caufc.ssiou of liov 
do-sigiis and a.ssociatos; and the empress Con.stantina, with lier tlircc inno¬ 
cent daughters, was beheaded at Clialcedou, on ilio aaino ground wliicli laid 
iieon stained with the blood of her husband and fivo sons. Afior such im 
example, it would 1)0 superfluous to enumerate the names and sufferings of 
nieauer victims. Their condemnation was seldom preceded by tho forins 
of trial, and their punishniont was embittered by the rofinomcntM of cruelty: 
their eyes were pierced, then* tongues wore torn from tlio root, the IiiukIh and 
foot were anijnitated j somoexinred under the lush, others in tho ilanies, othorH 
again were transfixed with arrows; and a simple speedy death was merey wliieli 
they could rarely obtain. The ITiiipodroino, the sacred asylum of tlio picnsurca 
and the liberty of the Iloiuans, was polluted with head.s and limbs and nianglod 
bodie.s; and llie companions of Plioca.s wore the most scnsiblo that neilhur his 
favour, nor their services, could protect them from a tyrant, tho ivorthy rival 
of the Caligulas and Domifciaiis of tlie first ago of tlio ompiro, 

A daughter of Phoca.s, his only child, was given in mnri’iugo to tlio patri¬ 
cian Crispus, and the royal images of tho bride and bridegroom were in- 
dibereotly placed in the circus by the side of the oinpcror. Tho father 
must dc.sirc tliat hw posterity should inherit the fruit of Ms oviinca, but the 
inonarcli was offended by this preiiiatiire and popular association: tlio tribunc.s 
of the green faction, who accused tlio ollicious error of their sonlptorH, worn 
Dondonmed to instant death: their lives were granted to tho pra3'orH of the 
people ; but Cnspus might reasonahly doubt whether a jealous usni'pcr could 
forget and pardon Ins involuntary competition. The gicen fiictinii was aliun- 
tiled by the ingratitude of Phoens and the loss of their privilogo.s j ovo.ry 
province of tho empire was ripe for rebellion; and Iloraclius, cxarcli of Afrioii, 
persisted above two years in refubing all tribute and obedience to tho ccJiLiU'ion 
who disgraced the throne of Coiistautliiopie. 

By the secret cuiLsaarics of Crispua and the senate, tlio iiidepondent oxiltoU 

t yrvlinifoa ^ r. _ 1 • . . . ^ ... 



powei.? of Africa were armed by (.lie two adventnrous youths; tlicy iigvucd 
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tliat the one slioiikl navigate the fleet from Oarthage to CoiiataiiUnoplG, 
that the other shoukl lead an army through Egypt and Asia, and that 
the imperial purple sJiould be tlie iwai’d of diligence and success. A faint 
rumour of their iinderlahing was conveyed lo the ears of Phocus, and the 
wife and inotlier of the younger Keraclius were secured as the hostages of 
his faith: but the treacherous art of Crispii« extenuated the distant peril, 
the means of defence were neglected or delayed, and the tyrant supinely 
slept till tlie African navy cast anchor in the Hellespont. Their standard 
was joined at Abydoa by the fugitives and exiles who thirsted for revenge; 
the .ship.s of Hcracliua, whoso lofty masts were adorned with the holy sym¬ 
bols of religion, steered their triumphant course through the Propontis ; and 
riiocas behold from the M’indow.s of the palace liis approaching and inevitable 
fate. The green faction wa.s tempted by gifts and promises to oppo.se a fee¬ 
ble and fruitless resistance to tlio landing of the Africans; but the people, 
and even tlie guards, were determined by the well-timed defection of Crispus; 
and the tyrant was .seized by a private enemy, who boldly invaded the soli¬ 
tude of the palace. Stripped of the diadem and purple, clothed in a vile 
iiabit, and loaded with oliaiiw, he was transported in a small boat to the imiio- 
riul galloy of HeraoUus, who reproached him with the crimes of his abom- 
imibie reign. “Will tliou govern better?” wore iJje lost words of tho despair 
of PlioGos. After suffering cacli variety of insult and toituie, his head was 
sQvoi'ocl from his body, the mangled trunk was oast ijito tlie flames, and 
the same treatment was inflicted on tlie statues of tlie vain usurper and the 
seditious baiiuoi' of the green faction (CIO A.u.). 


irEliACIJUS EMPIDROi; (OlO-Cll) 

Tlie voice of Lho clergy, the sennto, and the peo|jle, invited Ilcraclius Lo 
ascend the tlirono "wliich ho bad purified from guilt and ignominy; after 
some graceful hesitation, he yielded to their entreaties. His coronation was 
accompanied by that of lus wife Eudocia; and their iiosterity’, till the fourth 
gGiieration, continued to reign over the Empire of the East. The voyage of 
Horaclius had been easy and prosperous, the tedious march of Nicetas was 
not aocompli.shed boforo the decision of the contest; but ho submitted 
without a murmur to the fortune of liis friend, and his laudable intentions 
were rewarded witli an oqne.slriun statue and a daughter of the emperor. 
It was more dillicult to trust the fidelity of Crispus, whose recent services 
wore vocompeused by the command of the Cappadocian army. His arrogance 
soon provoked, and seemed to excuse, the ingratitude of his new .sovereign. 
In the presence of the senate, tlie soii-in-hiw of Pliocns waa condemned to 
embrace the monastic life ; and the sentence was justified by the weighty 
ob.servution of Ileraclius that tlio nmu who had betrayed liis father could never 
bo faithful to his friend. 

Even after his death, the rejiublic was afflicted by the crimes of Phoeas, 
wliich armed with a pious cause the most formidable of her enemies. 
According to the friendly and equal forms of tlio Byaaniine and Persian 
courts, he iinnouncod his exultation to the throne j and his ambassador 
Lilins, who had presented him with tlie heads of Maurice and his sons, was 
lho best qualified to describe the circumstances of the tragic scene. How¬ 
ever it might be varnished by fiction or sophistry, Cho.sroea tuincd witli 
horror from the assassin, Iinpri.sonod the protended envoy, disclaimed the 
usurper, and declared himself lho avenger of his father and benefactor. 
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'Vhc ot gvlet wid roaentmenl, which 

honoua woulcl dictate, proraotod, on tliia occasion, He interns of the Persian 
kine; and liia interest waa powerfully magnified by the nalion.il and loli- 
ffioua prejudiees of tho lungl and satraps. In » strain of artful lululation 
fvhich assumed the language of freedom they presumed to ceimre the 
excess of his gratitude and friendship for the Greeks-a nation with irhom 
it was dangerous to conclude either peace or alliarico; whoso siipersti ion 
was de=voi(l of truth and jiistiee, and who must bo jncapamo of iniy virtiio, 
siiioo they could perpetrato the moiifc atrocious of criiiioa the impious 
murder oC their sovereign. For tlie crime of an ambiUoufi centurion, the 
nation which he oppressed was chastised with tlie calamities of wav; ami tlio 
aamecaUumtias, abthe end of twenty years, were retaliated niicl rodouhlod 
on the lieads of the Persians. The general who had restored Cliosrocs to 
the throne, still oommnnded in the Kasl; and tho name or mirses was Ihu 
formidahle sound with whicii the Assyrian mothei’s were ami&lemed 

terrify their infants. i ,, , 

But the hero could not depend on tlie faitli of a t^a’ant; and tlic tyrant 
\va.s conscious liow litllo he deserved tJic obedienoo of a hero. Narsos u'as 
removed from liis military command; ho reared nu indopendont standard at 
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lUora^ioVis in Syria; be was lietrayed by fuilnciows promisoR, and burned 
alive in tho ninrUet-place of Oonstantinoplo. Dcprivoil of the only (ihief 
wliom they could fear or e-steem, Iho bands which ho had led to victory were 
twice broken by the cavalry, trampled by the elephants, and pierced tlio 
arrows of the barbarians; and a great number of the captives were bclicadod 
oil the field of battle by the Bcnteuce of tho victor, who might justly con- 
deinu these .seditious mercenaries as the author.^ or aceoniplicoa of tho death 
of Maurice. Under the reign of PJiocas, the forlilications of Mordiii, Dara, 
Aiiiida, and Edessa were successively besieged, roduced, and de.slroyed by 
the Persian monarch 5 he passed the Euphrate.s, occupied the fSyi'iaii cUirs, 
Hierapolis, Chalcia, ami Bernea or Aleppo, and soon encompassed iho walls 
of Antioch with Ins iiTe.sistiblo arms. The rapid Udo of RueccHs diwdoHes 
tlie decay of the emjiire, the iiiejinaoity of l*lioeas, and tlio disalVoclion of Iii.s 
subjects; and Ohosrocs provided a dccont apolog}^ for thoir Riihmis.sion ov 
revolt, by an impostor who attendod liis camp a.s tho son of Alanrioe and tliu 
lawful lieir of the monarchy. 

iho first intelligence from the Eiisl which HoracUua reecivtsd, Wiis tluit o£ 
the loss of Antioch; but the aged metropolis, so often ovorturiiod liy ourtli- 
quakes and pillaged by the 01161113-, could siipiily but a small and laugiiid .strfjnin 
of ti’caauvc and blood. Tho Persians were equally sucoe.sslnl and ]iio]-(‘ fort 11- 
nato in tlie sack of Crasai-ea, the capital of Cappadocia, 

^ytor tho reduction of Galilee, and tlie region bey'ond the Jordan, whoso 
lesislancc appear.s to liave delayed the fate of the capital, JornHuhiin iUolf 
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■wna tukcu hy aaaauU. The sepuldii'e of Christ, and the stately churches of 
Helena imd Constantino, woro consumed, or at least damaged, by the flames; 
the devout offeringa of three hundred years were rifled in one sacrilegious 
day; the patriarch Zachariali and the True Cross were transported into 
Persia; and the inassacro of ninety thousand Chrigtians is imputed to tho 
Jews and Aralrs who swolled tho disorder of tho Persian inarch. The fugi- 
tii'es of Palc-stine wore entertained at Alexandria by the cliarity of Joannes 
tlie archhisliop, who is distinguished among a crowd of saints hy tlie epithet 
of alms-giver; and the reveimes 
of the eluireh, witii a treasure of 
three hundred thousand i^onnds, 
were restored to Uie true propri¬ 
etors, the poor of every country 
and every denoininatiou. 

But Bgypt itself, the only 
province which had been exempt, 
since tlic time of Diocletian, from 
foreign and domostLc war, was 
iL^ain subdued by the successors 
()1 Cyrus. Pelusiuin, Uio key of 
that impervious country, was sur¬ 
prised by the cavalry of tho Per¬ 
sians ; they passed, with impunity, 
the ijijuinierable cliannols of the 
Delta, and explored tho long val¬ 
ley of the Nile, from tho pyramids 
Of 3 \lomp]iis to tho conmies of 
Ethiopia. Alexandria might have 
been relieved by a naval force, 
but llio ai’clibwliop and tho pre¬ 
fect embarked for Cyprus; ami 
Ciioai'oes entered tho second city 
of the empire, which still pro- 
.served a wealthy remnant of 
industry and coininerco. His 
western trophy was orocted, not 
on the walls of Cartilage, but in 
the neighbourhood of Tripoli; 
tliQ Greek colonies of Cyroiio Byzantink piukst 

were finally extirpated; and the 

conqueror, treading in tho footsteps of Alexander, returned in triumph 
tlirougli blio sands of the Libyan desort. In the same campaign, another 
army advanced from the Euphrates to tho Thracian Bosporus; Chalcedon 
sniTendored after a long siege, and a Persian enmp ivas maintaiiiDci above ten 
years in tho presence of Constantinople. The sea coast of Pontus, the city 
of Ancyra, and the isle of llhodes, are emimerated among the last conquests 
of tlio great king; and if Chosroas Jiad possessed any m.'iritinie power, his 
boundless ambition would have spread slavery and desolation over the iirov- 
inees of Europe. 

Prom tlie loiig-di-spiitod banks oX the Tigris mid Euphrates, tho reign of 
tho grandson of Hiishirvnn was suddenly extended to the Hellespont and 
the Nile, the ancient limits of the Porshin inonai'chy. But tho provinces, 
which had been fashioned by the habits of six Imiidred years to the virtues 
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iind vices of tko llomaii govci-muont, auj^porLetl wiUi roliictiuioc Ujo yoko of 
tho barbai'iana. The idea of a republic waa kept alivo by t]ie iuatiUitioiis, 
or at least by the writings, of the Greeks and Komans, and the subjecie of 
Hernclins had been educated to pronounce the wovds of Uborty and law. 
But it has always been the pride and policy ol! oriental princes to display 
the titles and attributes of their omuipoteiiee; to upbraid a nation of slaves 
with their true name and .abject conditiou, and to enforce, by cruel and inso¬ 
lent tiij’ents, tho rigour of tbeir absoluto commands. 

The Christiana of the East Avere scandalised by ibe Avorshi]) of fire and 
the impious doGlriiio of the two principles j the jnagiwere not loss intolorani, 
than the bishops, and the martyrdom of some native Persiiius, wlio had de¬ 
serted the religion of Zoroaster, was conceived to he tlio prelude of a liorco 
and general persecution. By the oppressive laws of .ruatiniiiii, tho adver¬ 
saries of the clmrcli were made the enemies of tho state; the alliance of the 
Jews, Nestorian.s, and Jacobites had contributed lo tho muccokh of Chosroes, 
and hia partial favour to the sectaries provoked tlie hatred and (’cars of the 
Catholic clergy. Conscious of their fear and hatred, the Persian ccniquoroi* 
gavecued his new subjects with an iron sceptre ; and as if Im Himpoctod tho 
stability of In's dominion, ho exhausted their wealth by exorbitant tributes 
and licentious rapine, despoiled or demolished tlio temploH of ilio ICtisi, and 
traiispoi’tod to his hereditary realms the gold, tlio silvor, thn iirooloius mar¬ 
bles, the arts, and the artists of the Aaiatic cities. 

Whllo the Peisku monarch conteiupUtod the wondoVvS of his art and 

power, Jio received an epistle from an obscure citizen of Mecca, invilaiiG’ liiin 
to ackliowledo'e Mnlm n« t.Ud nrirkofln /\fIT.. .. ..I,. ■ 


i lacea on the verge ot the two great empives of tho East, Mohammed ob- 
served with secret joy the progress of their mutual dostruction; and in tho 
^ triumphs, he ventured to foretell llmt, beforo many years 
should elapse, victory ivould again return to tho bniinors of Urn Bomam 

IIEUlAGLIUS l^LAKfS 'SO UEMOVG TUB CAVITAB TO CAUT'UAUVi (Wfi) 

At the time when tins prediction is said to liavo boon rtclivoird no 

bwcho ve'irit Hfi ‘T'^ Mcoinpliiilimonl, sinco U.o fimt 

pire 1 ! tlie dissolulioa nl U.o cm- 

insolent menaL V, m ^ with oontcmptuoua silonoo or 

dm Persian arm^ wi iln V. ^ ^ ^ proviucos of Asia were Hubclued liv 

of Thmcr. l«'-8 'vail 

of the Italian ^ unsaliafcod with the blood and rapine 

besieged : ainl S^£arESre^^^^^^ insulted and 

imple, with the remnant of Greece Ital'v ^nd ^ ^ Constauti- 

fon. T,.a to TroM.oncl, of the A^llrooast ' 
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capital was aftliciccl with lannuc and pestilence; nud. the emperor, inca]ja- 
ble of resistance and hopeless of relief^ had resolved to transfer his iJerson 
and government to ilia more secure residence of Carthage, llis ships were 
already laden with the treasures of the palace ; but his flight was arrested by 
the patriareh, who armed the powers of religion in tlie defence of his country, 
led Heraclius to the altar of St. Sophia, and extorted a solemn oath, that he 
would live and die with the people whom God had entrusted to his care. 

The chagan was encamped in the plains of Thrace; but he dissembled 
his perfidious designs, and solicited an interview witlv the emperor near the 
town of Ileraclea. Their reconciliation was celebrated witli equestrian 
games j the scntite and people in their gayest apparel resorted to tlie festival 
of peace j and tlie Avars beheld, with envy and desire, the spectacle of Roman 
laxury. On a eiidden the Hippodrome was encompassed by the Scythian 
cavalry, who had pressed their secret and nocturnal march : the tremoii- 
doiis sound of the cJmgan’s whip gave tlie signal of tlie assault; and Hcra- 
olius, wrapping hia diadem round his arm, was saved with extreme hazard by 
the fleetness of hia liorse. So rapid was Iho pursuit, that tlie Avars almost 
entered the golden gate of Constanitinoplc with the flying crowds ; but the 
plunder of the suburbs rewarded tlieir treason, and the}" transported beyond 
the Danube 270,000 captives. Oii iho .shore of Chalcedoii, the emperor held a 
safer confcrenco ^vith a more lionourablo foe, who, before Heraclius descended 
from his gallov, saluted with reverence and inty the majesty of the purple, 

T'he friendly offer of Sain, the Persian general, to conduct an embassy 
to iliQ presonco of the Great King, was accepted witli the warmest gratitude, 
and the prayer for pardon and peace was humbly jiresented the preetorian 
prefect, the prefect of the city, and one of the first ecclesiastics of the pairi- 
arclial churcli. Rut the lieutenant of Chosroes had fatally mistaken the 
intentions of his muster. “ It was not an embassy,” said the tyrant of Asia, 
•‘it was the person of Heraclius, bound in cliains, that lie should have brought 
to the foot of my throne. I will never give peace to the emperor of Romo 
till lie has abjured his crucified God, and embraced the worship of the aun.” 
Sain was flayed alive, according to llio inhuman practice of his country; and 
the separate and rigorous confinement of the ambassadors violated the law 
of nations, and the faith of an express stipulation. Yet the experience of six 
years at length persuaded the Persian monarch to renoiuioe the conquest of 
Constantinople, and to .specify the annual tribute or ransom of the Roman 
Empire : a thousand talents of gold, a thousand talents of silver, a thousand 
silk robes, a thousand horaos, and a thousand ■virgins. Heraclius subscribed 
these ignominious terms; but tlio ti me and space which he obtained to collect 
such treasure from the poverty of tlio East was industriously employed in 
the preparations of a bold and desperato attack. 


THI3 AWAKENING OP ITERACLIU’S 

Of tJio cliai'actei's coiispiciious in history, that of Heraclius is one of tlie 
most extraordinary and inconsistent. In the first and the last years of a long 
reign, tlie emperor appears to be the slave of sloth, of pleasure, or of super¬ 
stition, the careless and impotent spectator of the public calamities. But 
the languid mists of the morning and evening are separated by the brightness 
of the meridian sum the Arcadius of the palace arose the Cajsar of the 
camp; and the honour of Rome and Heraclius "was gloriously retrieved by 
the exploits and trophies of six adveiitiiroiis cainpaigms. 
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Tt u'lH the duty of the Bviimtino liistoriiiiis to have revealed the eauaos 
of bis «Cher aud vigibuce. At to distimoc >vo can only conjecture, that 
ho was endowed with more persoiiiil courage than political i evolution , that 
he was detained "by fcho charms, and perhaps the arts, of lus iiioco Martina, 
wUrwhom. after the death of Eudocia, ho contracted an inceetnous mar- 
xdaJe • and that he yitod to the W aAvvee of the coauscUor^ who 
urged as a fundameulal law that tlio life of the emperor should never bo 
evnosed in the field. Perlmiisj he was awakeiiotl by the last insolent demand 
of the Persian conqueror ; but at the moment when Heraclms ussuinod tlie 
snirit of a hero, the only hopes of the Romans were drawn from tlio vicis- 
situdea of fortune which might threaten tho proud prosperity of Cliosroes, 
and must be favourable to those who had attained tho lowest period of do- 

To provide for tho expenses of war was the first care of tlic emperor; 
and for the purpose of collecting the tribute, lio was allowed to solicit the 
benevolence of the Eastern provinces. Rut the rovenuo no longer flowed in 
the usual ohaiinelsj the credit of an arbitrary prince is annilnlatod by liis 
power; and the courage of Heraclias was first displayed iu during to borrow 
the consecrated wealth of churches, under tho solemn vow of restoring, witli 
usury, whatever he had been compelled to employ in the sorvioo of roligion 
and of the empire. The clergy themselves appear to have sympailiisod ^vUll 
the public distress, and tho discreet patriarcli of Alexandria, without admit¬ 
ting the precedent of sacrilege, assisted his sovereign by tlio inirnculons or 
seasonable revelation of a secret treasure.^ Of the soldiers who had conspired 
with Phocas, only two were found to have survived the strolco of timo and 
of tho barbarians; the loss, even of those seditious veterans, was iinporfootly 
supplied by tho new levies of Heraclius, and tho gold of the sanctuary united, 
iu the same camp, the names, and arms, mid langimgcs,of the East and West. 
He would have been content with the neutrality of tho Avars ; and his 
friendly entreaty, that the clmgan would act, not ns tlio enemy but as tho 
guardian of tho einpiro, was accompanied with a more iiorsiuisivu donativo of 
two hundred thou.sand pieces oi gold. Two days after tho festival of Rastor, 
the emperor, exchanging his purple for tho siniplo ^’arb of a ponitont and 
warrior, gave the signal of lus doparturo. To tho faitli of tho people Ilora- 
clius recommended hia cliildvenj the civil and military powers were vested 
in the most deserving hands, and tho discretion of the patriarch ami soiiato 
was authorised to save or aurronder the city, if they should ho oppressed in 
Ins absence by the superior forces of the enemy. 

The ueighbouiing heighia of Chalccdon wore oovorccl with touts and 
aims: but if the now levies of Heraclius had been rashly led to Iho attack, 
tho victory of the Persians in the sight of ConatauUnoplo might have boon 
tlie last day of the Roman Einpiro. As inipnidont would it have boon to 
advance into the provinces of Asia, leaving their iuiuuncvablo cavalry to in¬ 
tercept his convo3'S, and continually to hang on the lassitude and disorder 
of his rear. But the Greeks were still masters of the aca; a fleet of galloys, 
transports, and stoi'c-shijis wns assomblod in tho liarbour; tho barbarians 
consented to embark; a steady wind carried thorn through tho IleUertpont; 
tlio western and southern coast of Asia Minor lay on their loft hand; tho 
spirit of their chief was first displayed in a storm; and oven tho ouuucha of 
Ins train were excited to buffer and to work by tho oxamplo of tlioir niasior. 

i.iii (WstwtTy, DTTnttier tiamsinutafion ot 'btiiroiH, not oF lionoy 

loilfl ihA h wag collected by floldlciH, ^Y)lo \yoio oulmo.l (o 

leave tno patilaich iioL moro Utnn ono bundled pounds of gold. 
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lie landed his fcroox:)S on the confines of Syria and Cilicia, in the Gulf of Scan- 
deroon, where the coast suddenly turns to tho south 5 and his clisceriiDieut 
was expressed in the choice of this important post. 

l'’rom all sides, the scattered garrisons of the maritime cities and the 
mountains might repair with speed and safety to his imperial standaid. The 
natural fortifications of Cilicia protected, and even concealed, the camp of 
Ileraclius, which waa pitched near Issus, on the same ground where Alex¬ 
ander had vanquished the host of Darius. The angle which the emperor 
occupied was deeply indented into a vast semicircle of the Asiatic, Arme¬ 
nian, and Syrian provinoes; and to whatsoever point of the oircumfeTenco 
he should direct his attack, it waa easy for him to dissemble his own moliona, 
and to prevent those of the enemy. In the camx) of Issus, the Koman gen¬ 
eral reformed the sloth and disorder of tho veterans, and educated the new 
recruits in tho Icnowledga and practice of military virtue. Unfolding tlie 
miraculous image of Christ, he urged them to revenge the holy altars which 
had been profaned by tho worsliipiiera of fire; addressing them by tho 
endearing appellations of sous and brethren, he deplored the public and pri¬ 
vate wrongs of the republic. The subjects of a monarch were persuaded 
that they fought in tho cause of freedom; and a similar enthusiasm was 
communicated to tho foreign movconarics, who must have viewed with equal 
indifference tlio intereat of Rome and of Persia. 

Iloracliua himself, with tho skill and xiatienco of a centurion, inculcated 
tliQ lossons of the school of taclias, and the soldiers were assiduously trained 
in the uso of their weapons, and the exercises and evolutions of the field. 
The oavalry and infantry, in light or heavy armour, wore divided into two 
parties 5 tho triiinpots woro fixed in tlio centre, and their eignuls directed the 
march, the charge, tlio retreat, or pursuit; the direct or ^iliquo order, the 
deep or extended xfiialanx; to represent in fictitious combat tho operations 
of genuine war. Whatever liardshq) tho omperor imposed on the troops, 
liG inlUctod with equal severity on himself; their labour, their diet, their 
sleep, wero measured by tho inflexible rules of discipline; and, without 
despising tho ciiomy, they were taught to repose an implicit confidence in 
their own valour and the wisdom of their leader. 

Cilicia was soon encompassed with the Persian arms; but their cavalry 
hesitated to enter the defiles of Mount Taurus, till they wero cnrouinvented 
by the evolution.s of Ileraclius, who imsensibly gained their rear, whilst ho 
appeared to xu’escnl hia front in order of battle. By a false motion, which 
seemed to threaten Armenia, ho drew tliem, against their wishes, to a gen¬ 
eral action, Tliey woro tempted by tho artful disorder of his camp; but 
when they advaiicccl to combat, the ground, tho sun, and tho exxDectation of 
hotli armies were unpropitiona to tho barbariaim; tho Romans succossfnlly 
repeated their tactics in a field of buttle, and tho event of the day ^ declared 
io tlie world, that the Persians wero not inviuciblc, and that a liero was 
invested with tlie ijurple. 

Strong in victory and fame, Ileraclius boldly ascended tho heights of 
lilount Taurus, directed his march through tho idains of Cappadocia, and 
established hi.s troops for the winter season in safe and plentiful quarters 
on the hanks of the rivor Haly.s. IIU soul was superior to the vanity of 
entertaining Constantinople with an imperfect triumph ; but the presence 
of tho emperor avrs indispensably required to sooth the restless and rapa* 
clous RX^iril of tlie Avars. 

A lunai pcHpso two dayi oftilier, fixes the dale of iho taltlo In Jammiy, 023 ] 

II. M’, —VOL. vn. V 
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TlilUMPlI OF llISttACljIUS 

Sinco the tlfivs of Scipio mul Hjumibal, no hoktei’ ontcrpri.so lias beoxi 
atteiunted than that -which Heraolhis acWeved for tho deliverance of the 
emnire. He permitted the Pei-aiana to oppress for a while the proviiiGcH, and 
to insult with impunity tlie capital of the East i while the lloinau emperor 
exulored his perilous way through the Black Sea and the mountains of 
Armenia, penetrated into the heart of Persia, and recalled the aitnics of tno 
Great King to the defence o£ their Heeding country. With ii select band of 
five thousand Boldiers, Ileradius saUed from Oonstaniinopie^ to Irohlzond ; 
assembled, bia foxcus which Uad wuxteved. iiv tUft I outic rcgioixa *, micl from 
the mouth of the Phasis to the Caspian Sea, encouraged his aubjects mid 
allies to inarch with tho successor of Constantine under tho faithful and 
victorious banner of tlie cross. 

When the legions of LucidUis and Poinpoy iirst passed Iho Ituiilu'iiLcs, 
they blushed at their easy victory over the natives of Ai'nienbi. Hut the 
long experience of warliad hardened the mindH find bodies of that oHcininato 
people; their zeal and bravery were approved in the servieo of a declining 
eiupire; tliey abhorred and feared the usurpation of tlio liouse oi Sassan, 
and the memory of persecution enveuonved tlioir pious Ivivtrcd of tho OUomies 
of Christ, The limits of Armenia, as it had boon ceded to tho ompeyor 
Maurice, extended as far the Araxes j the river submiitoil to tbo indignity 
of a bridge; and Heracllus, in the footsteps of Mark Antony, iidvancod 
towards the city of Taui'is or Gandznea, the ancient and modern capital of 
one of the provinces of Media. At the head of forty thoUBand men, Chosi'oca 
himself had returned from some distant expedition to oppose the progress of 
the Roman armsi hut ho retreated on the approach of lloraclinSi deoKuing 
the generous alternative of pence or battle. 

The vapid conquests of Ileradius were suspended only by tho winlov 
season; a motive of prudence or superstition dotorminod liis retreat into the 
province of Albania, along the shores of tho Caspian; and hia touts wore 
most probably pitched in the plaiins of Mogaii, tho favourite eiieiun))uujnt of 
oriental princes. In the cour-BO of this successful inroad, ho ftignaliscd the 
zeal and revenge of a Christian emporor: at his coniuiand, llui Holdiors ox- 
tiiiguishod the fire and destro3md tho temples of tho magi; Llm stalucH of 
Chosroes, who aspired to cUvino honoui*s, were abandoned tci the llamon ; uucl 
the I'uiii of Tliebarma or Ormia, which had given birtli to Zoroiiatcr liimsclf, 
made some atonement for the injuries of tho Holy Sopulohro. A purer Kpiril 
of religion was shown in the relief niul doHvcranco of fifty tliousancl oaptivoH. 
Ileradius was rewarded by their tears and grateful acehumiLions ; bnl tins 
wise measure, Avhicli spread the fame of his beiievolonco, diffusiKl the mur- 
ninrs of the Fersians against the pride mid obstinacy of tliuir own .sovereign. 

Amidst tlie glories of tlie succeeding oampaign.s, Horadiua is iilmoBt lost 
to our eyes, and to those of the Byzantine historiana. From tho spacioua 
and fruitful plains^ of Albania, the ctuperor appears Ui fellow the oUaivi of 
Ilyrcnniaii Mountains, to descend into llie province of Modia or Ii‘a!c, and to 
carry his victorious arms as far as the royal citiea of Gasbin and Ispubaii,i which 
had never been approached by a Roman conqueror. Alarmed l)y tho daiigor 
ot Ins kmgdoni, the powers of Chosroes wore already recalled from tho Nile 
nud tJiQ Bosporus, and three formidablo armioa surrouudod, in a diHianl and 
hostile land, the camp of the emperor. The Colehimi allies pi'opiU’(3d io 

[* Ttiia is Gibljoii’a^ oplmun, but Piiilayi thinks it " lestg oil a very doubtful conjudnre."] 
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desert lufcj standard j and tke fears of fclio bravest veterans were expressed, 
rather than conoealed, by their desponding silence. “Be not terrified,” said 
the intrepid Horncliiis, “by the multitude of your foes^ With the aid of 
lieaven, ono lloiiian may triumph over a thousand barbarians. But if we 
devote our lives for tlie salvation of our brethren, we shall obtain the crown 
of martyrdom, and our immortal reward will be liberally paid by God and 
posterity.”^ These magnammona sontiraoiits were supported by the vigour 
of his actions. Ho repelled the threefold attnek of the Persiims, improved 
the divisions of their chiefs, and by a wcll-coiicertcd train of marches, re¬ 
treats, and successful aotioiis, finally chased Uiein from the field into the 
fortified cities of Media and Assyria. 

In the severity'- of the winter season, Shalir Bar/, (or Sarbarazn) deemed 
liimself secure in the walls of Snlban; he was suri)rised by the activity of 
Horaclius, who divided his troops and performed a laborious march in the 
silence of the night. The fiat roofs of tiie houses were defended with useleg.s 
valour against the darts and torclie.s of the Romans: the satraps and nobles 
of Persia, with their >vives and cluldron, and the flower of their martial youth, 
wore either slain or made prisoners. The general escaped by a precipitate 
dight, but Ilia g'olden armour waa the prize of the conqueror; and the sol¬ 
diers of Hernolius enjoyed the wealth and repose which they had so nobly 
deserved. 

On the return of spring, the emperor traversed in seven days the moun¬ 
tains of Kurdistan, and passed without resistance the rapid stream of the 
Tigris, Oppressed by the weight of their spoils and captives, the Roman 
army halted under the walls of Amidaj and Horaclins informed the senate 
of Oonstantiuonle of his safety and success, which they had alvcatly felt by 
the retreat of the bc.siegers. The bridges of the ICuphrates were ae.stroyoa 
by the Persians; but as soon as the emperor had discovered a ford, they 
hastily retired to defend the banks of the Sams, in Cilicia. That river, an 
impetuous torrent, was about three hundred feet broad; the bridge was for¬ 
tified with strong turrets, and the banks were lined with barbarian archers. 
After a bloody conflict, which continued till the evening, the Romans pre¬ 
vailed in the assault, and a Persian of gigantic size was slain and thrown 
into the Sants by the hand of the emperor liimself. Tlie enemies were dis¬ 
pensed and dismaj'-od; Horaclius pursued his march to Sebaste in Cappadocia; 
and at the expiration of throe years, the same coast of tlie Euxine applauded 
liis return from a long and. victorious expedition. 

Instead of skirmishing on the frontier, the two monarcha who disputed 
the empire of the East aimed tlicii* desperate strokes at the lieart of their 
rival. The military force of Persia was wasted by the marches and com¬ 
bats of twenty yeaw, and many of tho veterans, who had survived the perils 
of the sword and tho climate, wore still detained in the fortresses of Egypt 
and Syria. But the revenge and ambition of Cliosroes exhausted his king¬ 
dom; and the now levies of subjects, .strangers, and slaves were divided into 
three fovmidablo bodies. The first army of fifty thousand men, illustvioua 
by the omamont and title of the golden spears, waa destined to march against 
Her«aolius; tho second was stationed to prevent his junotion with the troops 
of his brother Thoodorus; and the third was commniided to besiege Con¬ 
stantinople, and to Hocond tho operations of the ebagan, with whom the 
Persian Iting had ratified a treaty of alliance and partition. 

Tlio woi fls ai’O given by llieopbanefl/ but Bury q finds tho lines so metrical that lio thinks 
they must hnvo been quoted iiom a lost worfe by George of Pisidia, whose Iteraclian X^ersian 
Ej^pedllion and )r«r mth (he Avars are important soui’ces ot Infornmtion in this rcspecl.J 
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Sluvlii' Bivvz, Ibo geueval of the third army, poiictratod llirough the ju’ov- 
iucea of Asia to the welhknowii camp of Ohalcedon, and amused lumsolf 
witli tlie destruction of the sacred and profane buildings of t]\o Asiatic sub¬ 
urbs, while ho impatiently Wtaited the arrival of his Scythian friends on the 
opposite side of tlie Bosporus. On the 29 tli of June, thirty iliouHniid har- 
barian.s, the vanguaYd of the Avave, forced the long will, and drove into the 

capital a in’orniBcuoiiH crowd 
‘ of peastinls, citizens, and sol¬ 

diers, Fourscore tlunisand of 
his nalivo .subjects, and of llm 
vassal tribes of (tepkhe, Uus- 
.siaus, Jlnlgiirians, and Sla¬ 
vonians advanced under tlio 
standard of the clmgiiii; a 
month was spent in niarolies 
ami negotiatiouR, but tiunvholo 
city was invostod on the 31 st 
of July, from tlio suburbs of 
Peva and GiiliUa to the Bla- 
chermc and seven towers; and 
the inhabitants descried Avith 



terror the flaniijigsignals of the 
European and Asintio shoros. 

In llio meanwhile the mag¬ 
istrates of Constantinoplo I'r- 


Tropht or RoArAx Arms axb Evsion 


pejitodly strove) to puvolinso 
the retreat of the cliagan; but 
tlieir deputies wove rojooiod 
and insulted; and ho HUlXcrod 
Iho patricians to stand lioforo 
Ilia throne, Avliilo the Persian 
envoys, in silk robes, were 
seated by his side. “You see,” 
said the haughty huvbarian, 
“the proofiS of my jjorfcct 
union Avith the (Iroat King* 

-Id into my can,, a select band of throe 

wsalil, and^^vonr ^ partial ami inadequate ransom: your 
voursehPs . only presents Avorthy of my accepUiuec. A-'or 

^hirf V peiniit you to depart, each Avltli an iindergarniont and a 

«'"ougi 

ktt Constautinopio to i fata 

i.ad”n!a’d?»o”oSSr fa Kienof’VTt T'’\‘r^ 

•r, j ;a:: 
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Lilt. Uio soiiaLe and people were animated by the spirit of lieraolius, who liad 
(letnoliod to their relief a body of twelve tliousaud cuirassiers j the powers of 
lire and meohanics Avere used with superior art and success in the defonco 
of Constantinople; and the galleys, witli two and three ranks of oars, cora- 
manded the Bovsporus, and rendered the Persians the idle spectators of the 
defeat of their allies. The Avai-s were repulsed; a fleet of Slavonian 
canoes Avtis destroyed in tlie liarbour; the vassals of Die ebagaii threatened to 
desert, his provisions were exhausted, and after burning hia engines, he gave 
tlie signal of a .sIoav and fonnidablo retreat. Tlio devotion of the Romans 
ascribed tliis signal deliverance to the Virgin Mary; but the mother of 
Clirist would surely have condemned their inhuman murder of the Persian 
envoys, who were entitled to tlxc rights of humanity, if tliey were not pro¬ 
tected by the laws of natioii.s. 


THJlll) 13Xl*Eb^^‘IO^’ Ol>' IlERAOrnUS 

After the division of Ins army, Iloraclius prudently retired to the banks 
of the Phasis, from wlienco ho maintained a defensive war against the fifty 
thousand gold spears of Pensia. Ills anxiety was relieved by the deliver¬ 
ance of Constantinople; Ins liopes were conlirinedby a victory of his brother 
Tlieodorus; and to tlie hostile league of Chosroes Avith the Avars, the 
Roman omporor opposed the «.Hoful and liouourable alliance of the Turks. At 
his liboral invitation, the horde of Klin/nrs transported their tents from the 
plains of the Volga to the mountaiiw of Georgia; Ilerncllns received them 
ill the iioiglibourliood of 'J'Ulisi, and the khan witli liis nobles dismounted 
from their horses, if we may credit the (rroelcs, and fell prostrate on the 
ground, to adore the purple of the csesav. Such voluntary homage and 
important aid were entitled to the Avarincst acknoAvlcdgments ; find the 
emperor, taking off his own diadem, plaeod it on tlic liead of the Turkish 
prince, whom ho saluted with a tender ombiaco and the appellation of son, 
After a sumptuons liaiiquot he pro.scnted Ziebel Avitli the plate and orna¬ 
ments, the gold, ilio gems, niid the silk, Avhioli had been used at the imperial 
table, and, with his own hand, dUtributed rioli jewels and earrings to his 
now allies. 

Ill a secret interview ho produced the jiortrait of liis daughter Eiulocia, 
condescended to flatter the barbarian Avitli the promise of a fair and aiigmst 
bride, obtained an immediate succour of forty thousand horse, and nego¬ 
tiated a strong diversion of the Turkish arms on the side of tlio Oxus. The 
Persians, in their turn, retreated Avith preoij)ilalion; in the camp of Edessn, 
Ileraolius reviewed an army of seventy thousand Romans and strangers; 
and some months were suocossEnlly employed in the recovery of tho cities of 
Syria, Mesopotamia, and Armenia, Avhoso fortifications had been imperfectly 
restored. Shahr Bar// .still maintained tho important Ktaiion of Chnlcedon ; 
but tho jealousy of ChosToes, or the artifice of HeraclLua, soon alienated the 
mind of tliat poAverful satrap from the service of liia Jting and country. A 
messenger Avas iuteroopted Avith a real or fictitious niandnte tu the cadarignn, 
or second in command, directing him to .send, without delay, to the throne, 
the head of a guilty or unfortunate general, Tho despatches were transmitted 
to Slialir Bar/, himself ; and as soon as he read tho yentoiico of his own death, 
ho dexterously inserted the names of foxir hundred officers, assembled a mili¬ 
tary council, and asked the cadarigan Avhetlier ho was prepared to execute 
the eommiinds of their tyrant? Tho Porsiniis unanimonsly declared that 
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Gliosi’oes hticl fotfelfced the sceptre; a separate treaty was concluded witli tho 
goverujuenfc of Conataiitiiiople j and if sorae congiclemlions of liouour or 
policy restrained Shalir Ba-rz from joining the alandard of IIcracUuB, the oi\i- 
peror -was asaiired that he might prosecute, without iutorruption, liis designs 
of victory and peace. 

Deprived of his firmest support, and doubtful of the fidelity of Ilia aiib- 
jects, the greatness of Chosroes wag .still consijicuouy in its ruins. T'lie 
number of fivo hundred thousand imv}- lie interpreted ns an oriental meta¬ 
phor, to dcacribe the men and arms, the horses and eleplianis, Hint covered 
Media and Assyria ag’<aiiist the invasion of Jleracliua. Yet tlio lioinans 
lioldly advanced from the Araxes to the Tigris, and the ihiiid prudenco of 
llhazates was content to follow them by forced imirches ilii-ough a desolate 
country, till he received a peremptory mandate to risk the fate of Persia in 
a decisive battle. Eastward of tlie Tigris, at the end of the bridge of Mosul, 
the great Nineveh had formerly been erected; tlie city, and oven the ruins 
of the city, had long since disappeared: the vacant space afforded a spacious 
held for the operations of the two armies. But these operations are noglecled 
by tlie Bvzautino historians, nnd, like the authors of epic poetry and 
romance, they ascribe the victory, uot to the military conduct, but 'to tlio 
persomvl valour of their favourite hevo. 


BATTLE OP NINEVEir (027) 

On this mcmovable day, Heraclius, ou his horse Phallus,i surpassed llio 
bravest of Iiis warriors 5 his lip was pierced witli a epcar, the stood was 
wounded m tlie thigh, but he carried his niastcr aufo and victorious through 
the triple phalaux of the barbarians. In the heat of Uio action, three valiant 
chiefs wore successively slain by tlio sword and lance of tlio oinpcror : umoiur 
these m Rliazates himself; lie fell like a .soldier, but the sight of Ida head 
scattered grief and despair througli the fuinling ranks of tlio Porsians. His 
aniiour ot pure and massy gold, (ho shield ot 120 plates, the sword and bolt, 
the hacldle and omrass, adorned the Innmph ot HcracUns; mid it ho had not 
been fadl'M to Christ and his iiiotlier, tlie chaaipioii ot Rome iniidit have 
efeod the fourth spoils lo the Jupiter ot the Capitol. In tL battle 

(i ^,ri.v i y ."“'VT to tl'o ■■layoiitl. honn 

iventy-eigiit sfaiiclard.s, besides tliose wliioliiniglit ho broiceii or (orii, woro 

take, from the Fersmas; the greatest part of tfioiv army wits ciil ii, lioees 
and the victors, ooaoealiag theii- own loss, passed the niglit on the field.’ 
They ackiiowletlged, that on this occasion it was loss diilloait to Icill than lii 

‘'>0 •todies of ihdr“ ::: 


sKie iron uie want of orders mtlior than of resoUTtimi. 
a nnrro loHv ot victory ; by 

of uiagniflcout ecenet,. tliHv rian,a<-a.c.«.«a !} gradation 



V Accoiaiiig to olLci-s Uie narao bhouM be I'lmlbns or Uorkon. 
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oven to hiivc aatiatod their avarice. ‘Whatever could not bo easily trans¬ 
ported* they consumed with iire, that Chosroes might feel the anguish of 
those wounds whioli lie had so often iuflioted on the provinces of the empire; 
and justice might allow the excuse, if the desolation had been confined to the 
works of regal luxury, if national hatred, military license, and religious zeal, 
had not wasted with equal rage the habitations and the temples of tlio guilt¬ 
less subject. 

The recovery of three hundred Homan standards, and the deliverance of 
tlie niinieroLis captives of Edcssa and Alexandria, reflect a purer glory on the 
arms of Heracliua. From the palace of Dastiigherd he pursued his march 
within a few miles of Modain or Closiplion, till he was stopped on the banks 
of the Arba, by the difficulty of the passage, the rigour of the season, and 
perhaps the fame of an impregnable capital. The return of the emperor is 
marked by the modern name of the city of Sbcrhzurj lie fortunately passed 
Mount Zara before the snow, which fell inccasaiilly thirty-four days; and 
the citizens of Ganzaca, or Tauds, were compelled to entertain his soldiers 
and their horses with an hospitable reception. 


THE END OF CIJOSROES (<J2S) 

When the ambition of Chosroes was reduced to the defence of his hered¬ 
itary kingdom, the love of ^lorv, or oven the sense of sliame, should have 
urged him to meet liia rival in the field. In the battle of Nineveh, Ins cour¬ 
age might have tauglit the Persians to vanquish, or lie might have fallen 
with honour by tho lance of a Koinan emperor. The sncceRsor of Cyrus 
chose rather, at a aecuro distance, to expect tho ovent, to assemble the relics 
of tho defeat, and to retire by inoasnred steps before the march of I-JeracUuB, 
till ho beheld with a sigh the once-loved mansions of Dastaghercl. Both his 
friends and enemies were persuaded that it was tho intention of Chosroes to 
bijj'j hinwelf under tho ruhw of tho city and pahico; and as both might 
have been equally adverse to Ida flight, the moimrcli of Asia, with Sira and 
three concubines, escapocl through a hole hi the wall nine days before the 
arrival of the Romans. Tlie slow and stately procession in which he showed 
himself to the prostrate crowd was changed to a ra2>id and seoret journey; 
and the first evening ho lodged in the cottage of a jieasant, whose liurable 
door would scarcely give admittance to the Great King. Jlis superstition 
was subdued by fear : on the third day he entered with joy the fortifications 
of Ctesiphon; yet he still doubted of his safety till ho had op^josed tlio 
river Tigris to the pursuit of tho lloiiians. 

It was still ill tho power of Chosroes to obtain a reasonable pence; and 
ho was repeatedly ^n’cssed by tho messoiigors of Horaclius to sparo the blood 
of his subjects, and to relievo a humane conqueror from tho painful duty of 
carrying lire and sword through tho fairest countries of Asia. But tho ^irido 
of tlie Persian had not yet sunk to tho level of his fortune; lie derived a 
momentary confldenco from tho retreat of the emperor ; ho wopb ^vith impo¬ 
tent rage over tho ruins of his Assyrian palaces, and disregarded too long 
tho rising murmurs of tho nation, who complained that tlieir lives and for¬ 
tunes wore sacrificed to the obstinacy of an old man. Tliat unhappy old 
man was lumsolf tortured with tho sharpest pains, both of mind and body ; 
and, in tho consoiousnesa of his approaohing end, ho resolved to fix the tiara 
on the head of Merdaza, tlio moat favoured of his sons. But the will of 
Chosroes was no longer revered, and Siroes, who gloried in the rank and 
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merit of liia mother Sira, liail conspired wilii the nialcontonis to us«oiT luul 
anticipate tiio right-s of primogeniture. Twenty-two siitrapa, tiioy atylod 
tfieniselvea patriots, were tempted by the wealth and lionoiira of a new roign ; 
to the soldiers, the heir of Chosroes promised an increase of pay; to tlie 
Christians, the free exercise of theii* i-eligiou; to tlio captives, liberty and 
lewarda ; and to the nation, instant peace and the reduction of taxes. 

It weis determined by the conspirators that Siroea, with tlio ensigns of 
royalty, should appear in the camp; and if the cutcvpi’ise should fail, his 
escape wiis eontriyecl to tho imperial court. But the ne^v nioiiareh was 
saluted with unanimous acclamations; tho flight of Chosroes (yet where 
could he have fled?) was rudely arrested, eighteen sons wore nias.sacrecl 
before his face, and he was thrown into a cliiugeoii, where Iio expirod on tlio 
fifth day. The Greeks and modern Persians mimitoly described how ("hos- 
roes was insulted, and famished, atid tortured, by tho command of an in¬ 
human son, wlio so far surpassed the example of his father ^ but at the limo 
of liis death, what tongue would relate the story of tho parricide —what eye 
could penetrate into the tower of darkness ? According to tho faith and 
mercy of his Cliristian enemies, he sank without hope into a still doencr 
abyss; and it will not be denied tliat tyrants of every ago and hocL are llie 
b^Ht enUtlet to such iuternal abodes. The glory of tlic hoiiso of Sassan 
enaeU wuli the life of Cliosroes; his unnatural son enjoyed only eight nionths 
tliQ fruit of his Crimea ; and in the space of four years tlio rogfiJ title was 
assumed by nine candidates, who disputed with tho sword or (lagg<?r IJie 
fragments of an exhausted monarchy. Every province, and each oily of 
Iet-sm,wiis the scene of uk ependence, of discord, and of blood; tuid the 
state 0 aiaichy prevailed about eight years longov, till the factions wore 
silenced and united under the common yoke of tlio Arabian caliphs, 

As soon as the mountains becamo passable, tho emperor reueived tho wol- 

the conspiracy, the doiitli of CJ]o.sroo,s, and tho 

ohitiom cageMo®flispIaTlbci. m-‘camp Z' 
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their hero, with tears and acclamations, with olive-branches and iiiniimer- 
ahio lamps; ha onterod tho capital in a chariot drawn by four elopliaiita; 
and as soon as tho einporor could diseiigagfo himself from the tumult of 
pablio joy, he tasted more genuine antiafaction in the embraces of Ills mother 
and ilia son. 

The succeeding year was illustrated by a triumph of a very different 
Icind, tho restitution of the true cross to tlio Holy Sepulolire. Heraclius 
performed in person the pilgrimage of Jerusalem, the identity of the rolic 
was verified by the discreet patriarch, and this august ceremony has been 
commenioratod by the annual festival of tho oxaltaliou of the cross. Before 
the emperor prosunied to tread tlio consecrated ground, lie was instructed to 
strip himself of the diadem and purple, the pomp and vanity of the world : 
hut in the judgment of his clergy, tho persecution of the Jews was more 
easily reconciled with tho precepts of llio Gospel. ITo again ascended his 
throne to receive the congralulationa of the uinbassudors of France and 
India: and the fame of Moses, Alexander, and llereulo.s was eclip.sed, in tho 
popular estimation, by tlie superior merit and glory of tho great Heraclius. 
Yet tho deliverer of tho Kast wjvs imtigont and feeble. Of the Persian 
spoils, tho most valuable iiortion had been expended in tho war, distributed 
to tho soldiers, or b\iriod, by an unlucky tempest, in the waves of tho 
Euxinc. 

The conscience of the omporor was oppre-ssed by tho obligation of restor¬ 
ing the wealth of tho olergy, which ho had borrowed for their own defence ; 
a perpetual fund was roquix'od to satisfy the. 8 e inexorable creditors; tho 
provinces, already wasted by tho arms and avarice of the Persians, were 
compelled It) a second payment of the same taxes; and the arrears of a 
simple citizen, tho treasurer of Damascus, woi’c comnniied to a fine of one 
hundred thousand jiieoes of gold. Tho loss of two hundred thousaiul 
soldiers who hud fallea by tho aword, waa of less fatal iuiportaneo than the 
decay of arts, agriculture, and poinilation, in this long and deslruotive war: 
and although a victorious army had been formed under tho standard of 
Horaclius, tlie unnatural effort appears to have cxliausted rather than exor¬ 
cised their sti'cngth. While the emperor triumphed at Oonstaiitinople or 
Jerusalem, nn obscure town on the coniines of Syria waa pillaged by tlie 
Saraceii-s, and they cut in pieces some troops who advanced to its relief: an 
ordinary and triiling ooourrcncc, had it not been tho prelude of a mighty 
revolution. These robbers wore tlio ai)08tlca of Mohammed ; their fanatic 
valour had emerged from tJio desert; and in tho last eight years of his 
reign Horaclius lost to the Arabs the same provinces which lie had rescued 
from the Persians.^ 
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“EvEUi'OiTB wlio I’oaJs the history of Hcraclius,” say.‘< Biiry,^^ “ is mot by 
the problems: how did the great hero of tho lust Persian \ViU’S];oiid iho first 
ten years of his reign j and why did he relapse into lethargy after liiy linnl 
triumph ?" 

JMany explanations have been attempted to account for tho aolions of this 
man, who first built up an empire, and then allowed it io crumble niuler Ids 
feet, Bury’a explanation is the assumption that his ^Yiil was naturally wcalc 
and his sonsibilitica strong, and that for a Uino he was raised above hiiiiBcU, 
as it wore, by an inspired enthusiasm. When in lalor yciu’s thus oloalc of on- 
thusiasm was witUdiavii, the weakness of hia true character waa laid baro.« 

Tlio reiffji of tferaclius is one of tho most remarkable epochs, l)oth in tho 
history of the empiro and in tho annals of mankind. It warded niX tho almost 
inevitable destruction of the Roman govornmont for another century j it laid 
the foundation of that policy whicli prolonged tlio existence of tho imperial 
power at Constantinople under a new modification, as tlio llyziintine mon¬ 
archy i and it was contemporary wibli tho commencement of the grout moral 
ciiange in the condition of the people which irunsformed tho laiiguago ami 
inamiei's of the ancient world into llioao of modern nations. Tim lOnstcvn 
Empire was indebted to tho talents of IlovaoUus for its ebca)m from those 
ages of bwbai’isni whicli, for many centuries, puevailod in all western Eurouo. 
No period of society could offer .a field for inatrucUve .'itudy moro ILkolv to 
present practical residts to the Jiighly civilised political coinuuinitioa of mod' 

of wliicli tho exiating mcmoriala of tho con¬ 
stitution and frame of .society are so imperfect and unaatisfactoiy. 
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cliuy, LeiJig by birLh aiul coiineoLioiis an ACrican noble, mast liavo 

I’Ogardetl himself as of pure Roman blood, superior to nil national prejudices, 
and bound by duty and policy to repress the domineering spirit of the Gfreek 
aristocracy in the stale, and of the Greek hierarchy in the cliiu'ch. 

Language and manners began to give to national feelings almost as 
much power in forming men into distinct societies as political arrangements. 
TJio inflnenoe of tlie clergy followed the divisions cstablislied by language, 
rather than the i^olitical organisation adopted by the go-vernmeiit: and ns 
the clergy now forinod the most popular and the ablest portion of society, 
the cluiroh exerted more infliioncc over the iiiinds of the people than the 
civil administration and the imijcriul power, even though Uie emperor was 
the acknowledged sovereign and master of tho patriarchs and the pope. 

It is necessary to observe here, that the established church of tlie em¬ 
pire had ceased to be tho universal Christian church. The Greeks bad 
rendered thcmHolves tlie depositaries of its power and influence 5 they had 
already oorruplod Christianity into the Greek church ; and other nations 
were rapidly forming separate eoclesiasticnl societies to supply their own 
spiritual wants. Tlie Armenians, Syinans, and Egyptians were* induced by 
national aversion to the ecclesiastical tyranny or the Greelcs, as well as 
by spiritual preference of the doctrines of Nestorius and Eutyches, to op¬ 
pose the established church. At llio time Heracliiis ascended tho throne, 
tlioso national and religious feelings alrcadj' exercised their power of modi¬ 
fying the operations of tho Uoinau government, and of enabling mankind 
to advance one stop towards the establishment of individual liberty and 
intellectual iiuleponclenco. 

In order fully to comprchoiul the lainonlablo state of weakness to which 
ilio oinpire was reduced, it will be nocessaiy to take a cursory view of tho 
condition of tlie different provinccH. Tho continual ravages of the bar¬ 
barians ^vho occupied tho country beyond tlio Danube has extended as far 
as the southern .slioros of the Poloponiicsus. The agricultural population 
was alino.st extcrniinalecl, cxcopt where it was protected by tho immediate 
vicinity of fortified towns, or secured by the fiistJies.s0fc; of tlio mountains, 
TJie iiihabitaiita of all tho ooiintnes between the Archipelago and the Adri¬ 
atic had been greatly diminished, and fortilo provinces remained everywhere 
desolate, ready to receive now occuponta. As great part of these countries 
yielded very little revenue to tho government, they were considered by the 
court of Coiistaiitinoplo as of hardly any value, except in so far as they 
covered the capital from hostile attacks, or commanded tho commercial 
routes to tho west of Europe. At this time the Indian and Chinese trade 
had in part been forced round tlio north of tho Caspian Sea, in consequenco 
of the Persian conquests in Syria and Egypfc» and the disturbed state of 
the country iinnicdiatoly to tho csiat of Persia. Tlio rich produce trans¬ 
ported by the caravans, which reached the nortlieru shores of the Black 
Sea, was then transported to Oonslaiitinopio, and from Iheiice distributed 
through westoni Europe- 

Under these circum.stances, Thessalonioa and Dyrrlmcliiuni became points 
of great couROquenoo to tlic empire, and were successfully defended by the 
emperor amidst all his calamities. Those two cities commanded tho ex¬ 
tremities of tho ueual road between Ooiistantino])le and Ravenna, and con¬ 
nected the towns on tho Archipelago with the Adriatic and wi t)i Rome. 
Tho open country \Yas tibandonod to tho Avars and Slavonians, who were 
allowed to effect pernianeiifc sottlenients even to the south of the Via 
Egnatia; but none of tlieso aettlomoats wei'c suffered to interfere with the 
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V f on.nmiunntUion without which the irapci'Uil iiifluQnco in Uiily would 
hues of -i’and the trade of the West lost to Clio Greeks. 

TiraStionrf the baAarians ^vaa molined to daye a«y attmui.t to oucroaol. 
I 7 ho V altli of tl.e Eastern Empire, and they tried to oelaUmli a stem of 
maiitodenredatione in the Ai-chipelago: hut Ileraeluis wiK able to fras- 
Sft ei Lhemes, tl.ough it i. probable that he owed hia eucecss more 
to 11,e exertions of the nfercanlile population of the (.reek cities tbaii to 

thn exDloits of hia own troo2)s. ^ ^ i m jt 

^ NaSonnl distinctions and religious inloresls teiulL-d to divido ilio popii- 

latioin and to balance ijolitical power, much more lu Italy Lluin ni tlio oiluu 
colics of Earopo. Tlio influence of the cliurcli lu in’otooLing the people, 
thHeakneas of the Lombard sovereigns, from the small nunioncal strength 
of the Lombard population, and the oppressive fisciil govornnioiit of iiio 
Roman oxarcha, gave the Italians fcbo mojiiis of creating a national oxistence, 
amidst the conflicts of their nmstois. Yot so imperfoct was thu unity ot 
iutei’Gsta or so great wore the difllcultie.s of communication botiveon the 
oeople of vnrious parts of Italy, tlint tbo imperial aulhoi-ily not only do- 
{ended its own dominions with success against foroigii enonuos, bub also 
repressed with etiso tho ambitious or patriotic atlonipts of LUo popes to 
iicmuro political power, and puniahed cciunlly the seditions ol llio people 
find tho robollions of the chiefs, wim, like Joannes Oompsa of Ncapolis and 
the exarch Elontlierinus, aspired at indeiiendcnco. _ 

Africa alone, of all tlio provinces of tho oinpiro, oontiniUHi to uso tho 
Latin language hi ordinary life; and its inhabilanU regarded tiiemsclves, 
with some reason, as tlie purest descendants of tlic Koiniins. Aflor tlio vic¬ 
tories of Johannes tiie Patriemn, it had enjoyed a long period of tramiuilUly, 
and its prosperity was undisturbed by any spirit of nationality advorse to 
tho siinremaoy of ilie empire, or by sclusmatic opinions liostilu to tiio churoli. 
Tho barbarous tribes to the south wore feeble oncinios, and no foreign Ktate 
possessed a naval force capable of troubling its reposo or interniidiiig its 
commerce. Under tho able and fortuiuito adininistriition of IIoraeiiuH and 
Grcgoras, the father and undo of the cnRioror, Africa funned tlio jiiohI 
flouriahiiig portion of tlio empire. Its prosiiorous condition, and Llio wars 
raging in other countries, threw great jinrt of the conimereo of the AfediLor- 
raiieau into the liaudH of the Africans. Wealth and popuhvLiou inoreaswl to 
such a degree that tlie naval expedition of the oraperor ileriicliiiH, and Llie 
army of lus cousin Nicotas, were fitted out from tho I'usourcoti of Africa 
{done. Another strong proof of the xirospority of tlie 2>rf)vin('e, of its 
importance to the empire, and of its aUacUment to tho iiitorests of the llora- 
L'liiin family is afforded by the resolution which tho oinporor adopted, in tlio 
ninth year of ins reign, of transferring tlio iiiRicruil residence from Oon- 
staiitinople to Carthage. 

In Constantinople an immense body of idle iiihublUinls iuid Ix'eii oollecLed, 
a mass that had long formed a burden on the .stale, and tiiuiuirod a right to ii 
portion of it.s resources. A miiiieroiw nobility, and a porinanout iiuporiid 
houseliold, conceived that they formed a portion of the Itonuiu govornmeiit 
from tho prominent part which they ncLod in the cereinoniul tliat eoimectod 
the eiupQi'or with the people. Thus, the groat natural ndvaiUage.s of the 
geograplueal position of tho capital wero uoutralised by moral and political 
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poinikiion required that too large a part of the resoiivcef? of the slate should 
be devoted to supplying it with provisions, lo guarding against the factions 
and the sodiLiona of its populace, and to niaiataining in it a powerful garrison. 
The luxury of the Homan court had, during ages of unbounded wealth and 
unlimited power, assembled round the emperor an infinity of courtly offices, 
and caused an enormous expenditure, which it was extremely dangerous to 
suppress and iitipossiblo to continue. 

No national feelings or particular line of policy eoimected HoracliUB with 
Constautuiople,aud his frequent absence during the active years of his life 
indicates that, as long ua Ins personal energy and health allowed him to 
direct the public administration, he considered the constant resideneo of the 
emperor in that city injurious lo the general interests of tlie state. On the 
other hand, Carthage was, sit this time, peculiarly a Roman city; and in actual 
wealth, in the numnQi’.s of its independent citizens, and in the activity of its 
whole population, was probably inferior to no city in tlie empire. It is not 
surprising, tlierefore, that Ileraclius, when compelled to suppress the public 
distributions of bread in the capital, Lo retrench the expenditure of hig court 
and make many reforms in his civil government, should have wished to place 
the imperial treasury and his own resources in a place of greater security, 
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before ho engaged in his dosjierato struggle with Persia. Tlie wish, there¬ 
fore, to make Carthago tlio capital of the Roman Empire may, ^vitli far greater 
probability, be conneclod witJi the gallant project of hia eastern campaigns, 
than with the cowardly or selfish motives attributed to liim by the Byzantine 
writers. Cartliago offered military resources for recovering possession of 
Egypt and Syria, of which we can only now estimate the extent by taking 
into consideration the expedition that placed Ileraclius himself on the throne. 
Many reasons oonneoled with the constitution of the civil government of the 
empire might likewise be adduced as tending to influence the preference* 


TUB I’UOVINCES UNDlSIl HEltACLIUS 

Egypt, from its wonderful natural resources and its numerous and indus¬ 
trious population, had long been the most valuable province of the empire. 
It poured a very great portion of its gross produce into the imperial treasury; 
for its agricultural population, being destitute of all political power and 
influence, wore oompollod to pay, not only taxes, but fi tribute, which was 
viewed as a rent for the soil, to the Roman government. At this time, how¬ 
ever, the wealth of Egypt was on tho decline. Tlie ciroumatances whieli 
had drivon the trade of India to the north, had caused a great deorense in 
the demand for the grain of Egypt on tho shorea of the Red Sea, and for its 
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nianufactiu’ea in Arabia anfl Ethiopia. The canal between the Nile and the 
Red Sea, whoae existence is intimately conuecied with Uio prosperity oI 
these countries, had been neglected during the government of Phocus. 

A lai’^e portion of the Greek population of Alexandria had been ruined, 
because an end had been put to the public distributions of grain, and poverty 
had invaded the fertile land of Egypt. Joannes the Alinsgiver, wlio was 
patriarch and imperial prefect in the reign of Ileraclius, did overything in 
hig power to alleviate this misery. Ho established hospitals, and devoted 
the revenues oE his sen to charily ; hut ho was au enemy to heresy, and con¬ 
sequently ho was hardly looked on as a friend by tho native population. 
National feelings, religious opinions, and local interests, Jiad ahvuys nour¬ 
ished, in the niincls of the native Egj'ptiaus, a deep-rooted hatred of tho 
Homan administration and of the Greek church; and this fooling of liostility 
only became more concentiuted after the union of the offices of jirefeet and 
patriarch by Justinian. A complete line of separation existed between 
the Greek colony of Alexandria and the native population, who, during the 
decline of the Greeks aud Jews of Alexandria, ijiirnded tliomselves into 
jioUtical busine.gs, and gained some degree of official importance. Tlie 
cause of the emperor was now connected with the commercial interests of 
the Greek and Welchite parties, but these ruling classes were regarded by 
the agricultural population of the rest of tho province as intorlojioi’K on their 
sacred Jacobite soil. Joannes tho Almsgiver, though a Greek j)ati'iarch and 
an imperial prefect, was not perfectly free from the charge of lieresy, nor, 
perhaps, of employing tlie revenues under hi.s control witli more aUenlion 
to charity than to public utility. 

The exigencies of Horaclius were so groat that ho .soiit bis cousin tho 
patrioian Nicetna to Egypt, in order to seize tho immense wealth \vl\ich tho 
patriarch Joannes was said to possess. In tho following year tlm PurHiunH 
invaded the province j and the patrician and patriarcli, \inable to dofond 



with the good wislies of tho Egyptians. The* plunder obtaiiiud from mib". 
ho m’operty and slaves was immense ; and as the power of the Greeks was 
annihilated, the native Egyptians availed Ihemsclvos of tho opportunity to 
acquire a dominant influence in tljo administration of tlioir country, 
n province owned allegiance lo Persia, thoiigli it enjoyed 

a certain degree of doubtful iiidependeuco uiiclor the immodiixLu govorunumt 
of a native inteiidant-gcneral of the land revenues named Mokaukas, who 

iiwhe^rdfltnvv af f the Saracen conquest, iictcd a conspicuous part 

u the history of his country. Dm-ing the Persian snpronmey, 1 0 became so 

prince ot Egypt Mokaiikas, under the Romiui govornment, had con- 

order to hold aif offioial Zattl" t 
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province and the cliief city in the interior. I’he nionieiit appears to liave 
been extieinely favourable for the establishment of an independent stale by 
the inonophysite Eg’yptians» since* amidst the conflicts of the Persian and 
Roman empires, the immense revenues and supplies of grain formerly paid 
to the emperor might have been devoted to the defence of the country. But 
the native population appears, from the conduct of the piiLriarch Benjamin, 
not to have been united in its views; and probably the agricultural classes, 
tlioLigli numerous, living in abundance, and firm in their monophysite tenets, 
had not the Icnowledgo iieceRsnry to aspire at national independence, the 
atrengtli of character required to achieve it, or the command of the precious 
metals necessary to purchase the service of mercenary troops and provide 
the materials of war. They had been so long deprived of arms and of all 
political rights, that they had probably adopted the opinion prevalent among 
the subjects of all despotic governments, that public functionaries are inva¬ 
riably knaves, and that the oppression of tlie native is more grievous tlian 
the yoke of a stranger, The moral defects of the people could certainly, at 
this favourable conjuncture, alono have prevented the establishment of an 
independent Egyptian and Jacobite state. 

It is said that about this time a prophecy was current, which declared 
that the Roman Empire would bo overthrown by a circumcised people. 
Tins report may liave been spread by the Jews, in order to excite their own 
ardour and assist their projects of rebellion; but the prophecy was saved 
from oblivion by tlio subsequent conquests of the Saracens, which could 
never have been foreseen by iUs authors. The conduct of the Jews excited 
the bigotry, as it may have awakened the fears, of the imperial government, 
and both Phocas and Ileraclius attempted to exterminate the Jewish religion 
and if possible to put an end to the national existence, Heraolins not only 
practised every species of cruelty himself to effect this object within the 
bounds of his own dominions, but lio even inailo the forced conversion or 
banishment of the Jews a prominent featiiro in his diplomacy. He consoled 
himself for the loss of most of tho Uoinaii po38e9sion.9 in Spain, by inducing 
Sisilmi tc hifievi an atilGh h the timtyof peace concluded in dH, digging 
tho Gotliio monarch to force baptism on the Jews; and ho consiclered that, 
even tliough he failed in persuading tho Franks to co-operate with him 
against the Avars, in tho year 620, he Imd rendered the empire and Chris¬ 
tianity some service by inducing Dagobort to join in the project of exter¬ 
minating the unfoi’Luiiaie Jews. 

Asia Minor had become the chief seat of the Roman power in the time 
of Heraclius, and the only portion in Avhioh the majority of the population 
was attached to tlie imperial government and to the Greek church. Before 
tlie reign of Rliocas, it iiacl escaped any extensive devastation, so that it still 
retained much of its ancient wealth and splendour; and the social life of the 
people was .still modelled on the institutions and usages of preceding ages. 
A considerable internal trade was carried on; and the great roads, being 
hept in a tolerable stale of repair, served ns arteries for the circulation of 
commerce and civilisation. That it had, iiovortholess, suffered very severely 
in the general decline caused by over-taxation, and by reduced commerce, 
neglected agriculture, and diminished population, is attested by the magnifi¬ 
cent ruins of oitie.s wdiich liad already fallen to decay, and whicli never again 
recovered their ancient pro.sperity. 

The power of the central administration over its immediate officers was 
almost as completely destroyed in Asia Minor as in tlie more distant prov¬ 
inces of tlie empire. A remarkable proof of Uiis general disorganigation of 
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tl,e (tovornment is found in the history of the early years of the vci™ of 
Heraclius • and one doserving' particular attcutioji from ila illuslratuig botli 
his peraoual clmracter and the state of the empire. CJrmputi, fcho son-in-law 
of Phocas, had materially assisted Heraclius in obtaining uio tnrono j and 
as a recompensCj he was charged with the administration of Cappadocia, one 
of the richest provinces of the empire, along with the chief ooinwvaud of the 
troops in his government. Crispus, a man of influence, and of a daring, 
heedless charaotci’, soon ventured to act, not only with indcpcndoiicc, hut 
even with insolence, towards the emperor. He neglected tho dofouce of his 
province ; and when Heraclius viBited Oiesarea to examine into its state and 
prepare the means of carrying on the war against Persia in person, ho dU- 
played a spirit of insubordination and an assumption of importaneo wlucli 
amounted to treason. Heraclius, who possessed the means of rosimiiiing lus 
(levy temperament, visited tJio too-poworful olTiccr in his bed, which ho kept 
under a slight or affected illiies-s, and persuaded him to visit Oonsiiintinople, 
On his appearance in tlie senate, lie was arrested, and coinpcllod to becoiuo 
a monk. His autliority and position rendered it absolutely iiooossary for 
Heraclius to punish his jiresumption, before lie could advanco witli safety 
against tho Persians. 

Many less important personages, in various parts of tho empire, acted with 
equal indepeiidcnco, witiiout tho emperor’a considering that it was cither 
necessary bo observe, or prudent to punish, tiieir ami>iiion. Tlio dccliiio of 
tile power of tlie central goveminont, tho inoroasing ignoranoo of tho people, 
the alimented difiioultie.s in the way of communication, and the general 
inseouvity of property and life, effected exloiisivo changes in the state of 
society, and threw political influence into the hands of the local governovs, 
the municipal and provincial chiefs, and the whole body of tho clergy. 


DAnUIEnS AGAINST TUB NORTHERN JlAlinAUIANS 

Heraclius appears to have formed the plan of establishing a permanoiU 
barrier in Europe against the encroachments of tho Avaia and Slavoiiiaius. 
For the furtherance of this project, it was evident iliat lie could derive no 
assistance from the Inhabitants of the provinces to tho woiith of tlie Danubo. 
The imperial armies, too, which in the time of Maurice had waged an aolivm 
war in Illyriciim and Thrace and frequently invaded tho torritorioa of tlio 
Avars, had melted away during the disorclor.s of Uie roign of Phoons. Tiio 
loss was irreparable 5 for in Europe no agricultural population romiiined Lo 
supply the recruits required to form a new army. 

rile only feasible plan for circumscribing tho ravages of tho norlhorn 
cnoniies of the empire which presented itself, was tho oslablishmoufc of 
powerful colonies of tribes liostllo to the Avars and their oastovu Slavonian 
allies, in the deserted provinces of Dalmatia aud Illyricum. To uccoiupUsh 
tins object Heraclius induced the Sorbs, or ^Ycstc^u ShivoniauK, who occu¬ 
pied the country about the Carpathian Jllouutains and who had HacGOHsfn.lly 
opposed the extension of the Avar empire in tliat dircotion, to abandon Ihoir 
ancient seats, and move down to the south into tho provinooa between tlio 
Adriatic and the Danube. The Roman and (rreok population of those prov¬ 
inces had been driven towards the sea coast by tlie continual incursions of 
the northern tribes, and the desolate plains of the interior had boon oecnpieil 
by a tew blavonian subjects and vassals of tho Avars. The most imnortani 
ot the Nveatern Slavonian tribes who moved .southward at tho invitaiion of 
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HeraoliiH wore the Servians and CJroatians, who scttletl in the oountrics still 
peopled by thoir clcscoudants. Their original settlements were formed in 
consequence of friendly arrangements, and, doubtless, under the sanction of 
an express treaty; for the Slavonian people of Illyriciim and Dalmatia long 
regarded themselves as bound to pay a certain degree of territorial allegiance 
to tlie Eastern Empire. 

The ineasnres of Ileraclius wore oarriod into execution with skill and 
vigour. From the borders of Istria to the territory of Dyrrhachium, the 
whole country was occupied by a variety of tribes of Servian or western 
Slavonic origin, hostile to the Avars. These colonies, unlike the earlier 
invaders of the emigre, wore composed of agricultural communities; and 
to the facility wliicli this circumaLance afforded them 
of adopting into their political system any remnant 
of the old Slavonic population of tlieir conquests, it 
seems just to attribute the permanency and prosperity 
of thoir .settlemenba. Unlike the military races of 
Goths, Huns, and Avars, who had preceded tliem, the 
Servian nations increased and flourished in the lands 
wliioh they had ooloni.sed; and by the absorption of 
every relic of tho ancient population, they formed 
political communities au<l indopondont states, wiucli 
offered a firm barrier to tho Avars and other hostile 
nations. 

Tho fume of Heraclius would have rivalled that of 
Alexander, Hannibal, or Ctosar, had ho expired at 
Joruaalem, after tho suocossfid tovininiition of tho 
Persian War. Ho had established pence throughout 
the empire, restored tho strength of tho Roiuan gov* 
ernment, revived the power of Ohristinnifcy in the 
East, and replanted tho holy cross on Mount Calvary. 

His glory admitted of no addition. Unfortunately, 
the suocGecling years of his reign have, in tho general 
opinion, tarnished his fame. Yet these years were 
devoted to many arduous labours; and it is to the 
wisdom with which ha restored the etroiigth of his 
government d.uving this time of peaco fclisit wo must 
attribute the energy of the Asiatic Greeks who arrested 
tho great tide of Mohammedan conquest at the foot 
of Mount Taurus. Though the military glory of 
Heracliiis was obscured by tho brilliant victories 
of tho Saracens, still his civil administration ought 
to receivo its ineod of praise, when wo compare the resistance made by 
the empire which ho reorganised with tho facility which the followers of 
iMoliamined found in extending their conquests over every otlier laud from 
India to Spain. 



UELIOIOU.S ACTIVITIES OP HBEA0LIU3 

Tlie policy of Horaclius was directed to tho establishment of a bond of 
union, Avliioh should connect all tho provinces of his einpiro into one body, 
find he hoped to replace the want of national unity by identity of religious 
belief. The chnrcli was far inoro closely connected with the people than 
any other institution, and the emperor, as political head of the churoli, 
^n. Av. —•voi, VII. » 
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houad to direct a well-organiaed body of cliiU’cLnion. But IlemcUua cu- 
rra^ed in tlie impracticable task of iiuposuig a yulo of liulU on lua subjects, 
without assuming the office, or claiming the rtutlionty of a prophet or a 
saint. Hia measures, consequently, Uko all^ ecclosiastical and religious 
reforms which are adopted solely from political uuiUvgs, only produced 
additional discussions and diniculties. In the 3 'ear bdO, Jio propounded the 
doctrine tlmt in Clirist, after the union of tlio two natures, Uicro was but 
one ^Yill and one operation. AVithout gaining over any great body of tlio 
BcliiaraaticB whom lie wislied to restore to the coiimiiinion of tJie ostublislied 
church by hia new rule of faith, ho \va.s himself generally stigmatised as n 
heretic. ‘The epithet Monotlielite wa.s applied to him iind lo liis doctrine, 
to show that neitlicr wan orthodox. 

Ill the hope of putting an end lo the disputes which he had rasldy 
awalcened, he again, in CaO, attempted to legislate for iho cliiircli, anrl pid). 
lishecl Ins celebrated Bcihesis, wliich, thongh ifc attempts to remedy the 


aspiring after an increase of hia spiritual ani-hority, though poihiipa not yot 
aonteuipUbing the possibility of perfect iiulepondcncc, oiitored actively into 
the opposition excited by the publication of tlio JSvilmU, and was Huppovted 
by a considerable party in tlio Eastern cluu'ch> wlillo ho direotod the pio- 
CG 0 ding.s of tiie wliole of the Western clergy. 

On a cavofal consideration of the veligiouR position of the empire, it can¬ 
not appear .surprising tliat Ileraclius should nave omloavourod lo rennilo 
the Nestoriana, Eiitycliiaiis, and Jacobites to the eslablishod church, pnrtioia 
larlywhcii we remember how closely the influence of tho oliiirch was oou- 
iieoted with the adiiiinistrution of tho state, and liow coinplotoly religious 
passions rophiceil national ieelings in tbeso soeondniy ugua of Christianity. 
The union was an iiidispensablo stop to the rc-esliiblishmenl of tho imperial 
power in tho provinces of Egj'pt, Syria, Mesoiiotiimia, and Armenia; and it 
must not be overlooked that tlic tticological speculations and cccloHuisticiil 
reforms of Heraclius wore approved of by tho wisest councillors whom he 
had been able to select lo aid him in the govermnciit of tho ompiro. The 
state of society required Homo strong romedy, and IlGi’acliuH only orrcid in 
adopting the plan wlucli Jiad always been pnrsnod by nbsohilo inonarclis, 
namely, that of making the sovereign’s opinion the rule of conduct for his 
subjects. VVe can hardly Buppo.se that Ileraclius would hrivc Hucooeded hot¬ 
ter, had lie fissunied tho character or deserved iho venerutinn duo to a saint. 


The marked difforenco which existed between the higher and oduoated 
classes in the East, and tlie ignorant and siiporstitiouB pojmhtcc, rendered 
it next to impossible that any lino of conduct could secure the judgniont of 
tlie learnod, and awaken the fanaticism of tlie people. As a further apology 
for Heracliiis ifc naiy be noticed that his acknowledged power over tho ortho¬ 
dox clergy was much gvcnfcer than that which was possessed by tho Byzan¬ 
tine emperors at a later period, or that which was aihaitted by tho Batin 
cluireli after its separation. In spite of all the advantagos which he jios- 
sessed, liia attempt ended in a moat signal failru'o; yet no exporienco could 
ever induce Ins successors to avoid his error. His effort to abrengtlien liis 
power by establishing a principle of unity, aggravated all tho evils which ho 
intended to cure; for while the monopliyaitea and tho Gveoka wove as little 
disposed to unite as ever, the authority of the EaaLorii church, as a body, 
waa weakened by tho creation of a new schism, and the iiicipioiit divisioiifl 
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betwesn the Gi'eelca nnd llie Lalins, assuming a national character, began 
to prepare the way for the separation of the two ohnrehes. 

While Heracliua waa endeavouring to restore the strength of the ompire 
iu the Enat, and enforce uiiiLy of roligioiia vievva, — the pursuit of which has 
ever been one of the greatest errors of tho Iiuiuan mind, — jlobainiued, by a 
jnater applicatioji of tho sispiruliou of maiikiiid after unity, had succeeded in 
uniting Arabia into one slate and iu persuading it to adopt one religion. 
The force of cliis new onipiro of tlio .Saracens was directed against those 
provinces of the Roman Empire wliicli Ileraclius had been anxiously en¬ 
deavouring to rcunito in spirit to bis goveriimeiil. The difficulties of their 
administration had compelled the oinperor to fix bis residence for some years 
111 Syria, and he wa.s well aware of the uncertainty of their allegiance, before 
tlie Saracens coinmoiiced their invasion. The siiceeases of the Sluhaiiimedan 
arms, and tho retreat of tlio emperor, carrying off with liiiu the lioly cross 
from Jerusalem, liavc induced liislorinns to suppose that his latter years 
were spent in .sloth, and marked by weakness. Ilis health, however, was in 
so precarious a slate that he could no longer direct tho operations of his 
army in ponsonj at Limc.s, indeed, lie was inewpable of all bodily exertion. 
Yet the resislaiico wliicli tlio Saracens oncoimlercd in Syria was very dif- 
foront from tlie ease with which it bad yielded to the Persians at tlie com- 
nioncomont of the emperor’s reign, and attests that his adimiiisiratioii had 
not been without fruit. 

Many of hia roforins could only have been oiToctod after the conclusion 
of the Persian War, wlicn bo rocoverod possession of Syria and Egypt. Fie 
seems indeed never to havo omitted an opportunity of strengbliening his 
position j and when a chief of tho lluns or Hulgavian.'j throw off his alle- 
gianoo to tho Avars, Ilcracliiia in recorded to have immediately availed bhu- 
self of the oppovtunity to form an alliance, in order to ciroumsoribo tlie 
power of his dangerous uoiiliorii cnoiuy. Unfortunately, few tracoa can be 
gleaned from tho Byzaulino writers of the precise acts by whioli ho offooted 
his reforms; and the most vomarkablo facts, illustrating tho political liistory 
of tho time, must bo oolloclod from iiicidontal notices, preserved in the 
treatise of the emporor Constantino Porpliyrogcnitus, concerning the ad- 
iniuwtrnfcioJi of the eiupiro, writteji for tho instruction of his sou Romaiui.s. 


WAIIS WITH TIIH MOIIAJIMEUAXS 

In ilie yoar 633 tlm Mohanunedans invaded Syria, where their progress 
wa.s rapid, although Iloraclius hinmclf was in tlie neighbourhood. The im- 

g irial troops made oonsidorablo effort to support the military renown of the 
Oman armies, but woro almost universally unsuccessful. The emperor 
intrusted tho cominaiid of tho army to his brother Theodore, who had distiii- 
guished himself in tho Persian \var.‘<. Vartan, who commanded after Theodore, 
had also disLinguished himself in the last glorious campaign in Persia. [|Aa 
we have already said] the health of IIoi*acliua prevented hia taking the held 
in person, and tho ab.sence of all moral cheolca in tlie Roman administration, 
and the total want of patriotism in tho officers and troops at this period, 
rendered the personjil infiuonce of tlio emperor necessary at tho head of his 
armies in order to presorve due subordination, and enforce union among the 
leading men of tho ciiipiro. 

Towards the end of the year 683, tho troops of Abu Bekr laid siege to 
Rostra, a strong frontier town of Syria, which was auiTenderecl early in the 
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following year by ilie troacliery o£ its governor. During iho eiiinpaign of 
634 the lioiiian armies were ilcfeated at Adjiiadin, in the south ot i alostiiio, 
and ill a Woody and dooisive battle on ibe banka of the river Yermouk, in 
Avbicli it is said that the imperial troops wore coimnauded by tho omporor’s 
brother TJicodovc. Theodore was rciilacccl by yartiin, but ilio rebellion of 
Vartan’s army and another defeat termhialcd tUifJ goinirurs Cfivcev. In l]io 
tliird year of tiio war Llie Saracens gained jiossessinii of Diiimisous l>y uapitu- 
iatioii, and they guaranteed to the inhabitants the full pxovoiso of their 
junnieipaL privileges, allowed them to use ilieiy looal mini, iiiid left ilio 
orthodox in po.ssessioii of the great cluireli of St. John. Abont the same 
time, Heraclius quitted Edessa and returned to OonslantinoplL!, _ carrying 
with liini the lioly cross which he Imd recovered from ilu; Persians, and 
deposited at »TeYusaleni with great solomiilty only six years lieforo, but which 
lie now considered it necessary lo remove into hhiropo for grcnitor safety. 
His son, Horacliua Constantine, who had received iho impoi’ial iitlo when 
an infant, remained in Syrhi to suxqdy his place and direct tlio nuliini'}^ 
operations for the defence of the iirovince. AVliorcver tho iinporial garrison 
was not sunicient to overawe tho inliabitants, the native Syrians souglit to 
make any aiTaugemcnt with the Arnlis which wonkl insure their towns from 
liUmder,'feeling satisfied that tho Arab authorities could not use their power 
with greater rapacity and cruelty than the iinporial ofT)(;ors. 'I'lio Homans 
.still retained some hope of reconquering Syria, until tlic loss of anotJior 
(leeisivo battle in tlic year C36 compelled lliem to abandon tho province'. 
In tiio following year, 037 A.D., tho Arabs advanced to do'Usaloin, and tlui 
surrender of the Holy City was marked liy arrangements between the jiutri- 
arch Soplironius and tho cnlipli Omar. Tho facilit}^ with wliieli Ibo (Ireok 
patriai’cli of Jerustilem, Sophronui.s, at this time, and tlio patriarcli of Con- 
shuitinople, Geunaddius, at tho time of the conquest of Uio Hyx.anLino 
Empire by Jluliaiiuuod II (1463 A.D.), became tlio miniKLors of their 
Atohannueclan conquerors, sltows the slight liokl which luitioiud fooUuga 
retained over tho iniiula of the orthodox Greek olorgy. IloruoliuH eonoon- 
trated tin army at Amida (Diarbokr) in tho year fiM8, which nuide a bold 
attempt to regain po-ssossion of Ilio north of Syria. I'lniesa was bcsiogcclj 
hut the Saracens soon assembled an overwhelming foruej tlio Homans u'oro 
defeated, the conquest of Syria was coinploled. 

The Arab conquest not only inil an end to tho jmliiioal pov’er of ilie 
Romans, which had lasted seven hundred years, but it also soon rooted out 
eveiy trace of tlio Greek civilisation introdiicod by iho oonquosts of Alex¬ 
ander the Great, and winch had flourished in tho country for u]:»wai'ds of nine 
centuries. Tlie year after Syria wus subdued, !Src.sopotumia u'as invaded, 
and proA'od an e.isy conquest. 

As soon as the Arabs had complolcd Iho conquest of Sjriu, tlioy invaded 
Egypt. The emporor Heraclius sent an Armoihau governor, Maimol, with 
a body of trooxis, to defend tho jiroviiioe. Tho fortune of tho Aralia again 
prevailed, and the Homan army was defeated. If tho iiccounts of historiiins 
call be relied on, it u’ould seem that the poxmhitioii of Eg^qit had Ruffored 
less from the vieioiis administration of tho Homan Empire, and from the 
Persian invasion, tluin any other part of ihoir dominions j for ahoui tho time 
of its conquest by the Romans it contained seven millions and a half, oxclu- 
sive of Alexandria, and its poxmlation was now estimated at six ]nillion.s. 

, after Ainrn had comjilGtcd the conquest of Egypt, ]\o had oRtab* 

Jished the water communication betwcon the Nile and tlm Rod Sea : and, by 
sending large supplies of grain by the canal lo Suez, lio was able to relievo tlio 
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inliabitunts of iMecca, who wore .suR’eriug from fumine. Aftei’ more tliiiii om 
interruption from neglect, tlie policy of the civliphs of D.ighdftd allowed ib to 
fall into decay, and it was fillod np by Ahnansor, 702-7137 A.n. 

Aa soon as tliu Arabs had settled the alTairs of tlic luitivo population, they 
laid siege to Alcxundna. Tina city made a vigorous defence, and Heraclius 
exerted himself to suecour it; but, though it held out for Kcvoral mouths, it 
was at last taken by the Arabs, for the troubles which occurred at Constan' 
tiuople after the death of lleruolms prevented the Uouiau govci’ument from 
Hriiding reinforcements to the garrison. The c«>nlkU‘uce of tlic fSaraceiis 
induced tliem to leave a feeble corps for its defence after they l\ad taken it; 
and the lloinaii troops, watching an opporUinity for renewing the ivar, re¬ 
covered the city, and massacred ll»e Afolmmmedans, Imt were soon compelled 
to retire to their sliips, and make their eacaiie. In less than five years (G46 
A.n.), a lloinnii army, sent by tlio emperor Constans under tlic commiind of 
Al.uuiel, again rccovorcd possession of Alexandria, by tlie as.sislaiico of the 
(xroelc inhabitants who had remained in the idacc; but the Mohanimedaus 
soon appeared before the city, and, with tlio assi.'iUuice of tlie Egyptians, 
compelled the imperial troopis to abandon their conquest.^ The walls of 
Alexandria were ilirowii down, the Greok popnlalion driven out, and the 
eommorcial importance of the city destroyed. Thus perished one of the 
mo.sb remarkalilo colonies of the Greek nation, and one ol the most renowned 
.scats of that Greek civjlisiilioii of wliioh Alexander the Gicab had laid the 
foundations in the East, after Itaving nourished in tluj highest degree of pros¬ 
perity for nearly a thousand years. 

The conquest of Oyrcnaiea followed the .subjugation of Egypt iis an 
iinmedialu uonsoquence. The Greeks are said lo have planted their first 
colonies in thi.s country 631 yeans before the Christian oia, and twelve cen¬ 
turies of uninterrupted posse.sston appeared to have constituted them tho 
perpetual lonaiitH of ilia soil; lint tho Arabs were very different masters 
irom the Homans, an<l under their domination the Greek lace soon became 
B'ctinct in Africa. It is not lujcessary horc lo follow ilio yaruceriB in tlieir 
hirtiicr coiupiesL.s westward. In a .sliort time both Latij] and Greek civili- 
.sation was exlerinimiled on tho .soutlicrn shores of tho Afediiei'i’aueaiu 

Tliougli tleracliiis failed in gaining ovor-thc Syrians and Egyptians, yet 
ho sueeeeded coinpleioly in reuniting the Greeks of A.sia Minor to his gov- 
cj’iiinGiii, and in attaching Uicin to tlic ompii’C. His succesa may bo esti¬ 
mated from the failure of the Saracens in their attacks on the poimlivtion 
of tins province. Tho moinent tho Alolmnimedan armies were compelled Lo 
roly on their military skill and religious eiilliusiasm, and wore iinahlo to 
derive any prolit from the luwtilo fooling of tlio inlmbitaiit.s to tlie imperial 
govevunient, tlioir enroer of coiiqiiost was chocked; and almost a century 
before Charles Alartel slopped their progress in tho west of Europe, tlio 
Gi'eck.s hiid arrosLed ihoir ooiiqueaUs iii the East, liy the steady i’c.sistiinco 
wbicli they offered in Asia Minor. 

Tho dil'licultiey of Ilcniclins wore very great. The Homan armies were 
still composed of ii rcbellioii.s soldiery collected from many discordant na¬ 
tions; and the only leader.s wliuni tlio ciiiporor could venture to trust with 
iinporlant military commands, wore his immediato relations, like his brother 
Theodore and hl.s son Ilei’aclins Conslantiiie, or .soldicM of fortune who 
could not aspire at the imperial dignity. The apo.stasy and treachery ofyv 
considerable niunbor of Uie Jioiiian oflicers in Syria wnri'antcd Ilernoliiis in 


1 Eulychiub, 2, 330, Ookley, i. 32ui. 
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veffavtliuK fclio def(jiiG6 of tlial province as utterly Iiopeloss; but the luefigio 
liistoriana of his reiffu can hardly bo received as conelusivo tiiithoritioa, to 
Tii-ovo that on his retreat he displayed an unseemly clcspajr, or a cnnuiial in¬ 
difference. The fact that he cniTiecl the holy cross, winch ho Jiad restored 
to Jerusalem, along with him to Constantinople, attests that lio liad lost all 
expectation of defending the Holy City; but his exclamation of “Farowoll, 
Syria ' ” was cloubtlcgs uttered in llio bittcrueaa of Jiis heart, on seeing a 
great part of the labours of his life for the restoration of the Iloniaii Enipiro 

utterly vain. , . n 

The disease ^Yllich had long undermined his constitution Jmally put an 
end to Im life about five years after his return to Constantinople. He 
died in March, (141, after one of the most romarkahlo reigns roeordod in his¬ 
tory, chequered by the greatest successes and reverses, during which the 
social condition of mankind underwent a considerable oluingo, and the germs 
of modern society began to sprout; yet tlierc ia, unfortunately, no period uf 
man’s annuls covered with greater obscurity. 


TUK UKtGN 01’ CONSTANS II (O-ll-OCS A.D.) 


After the death of Ileraclins, the short reigns of iiissons, Constantino IH, 
or Heraolius Constantine, and lloracleoiias, were disturbed by eoiirt intrigues 
acid the disorders which naturally result from the want of si settled law of 
succession. In snob coujuucUires the people and tiio oouiiicrs learn alike to 
traffic in seclitiou. IJeforo the termination of the year in which Iloriioliws 
lUed, Ilia grandson Constans II niounlcil the imperial Dirono at the svgo of 
eleven, in consequence of the death of his father Constantine, aneV the 
detlirononient of his iniolc Hrraclconns.^ An oration made by ibo young 
prince to the senate after his acco.ssion, in wliicli lie invoked tlio aid of that 
body, and spoke of their power in terms of revorenee, warrants tlio (ionch\« 
sion that the aristooracy liad again recovered its influence over tlio imperial 
administration; and that, iliough the emperor’s authority u'as still lieid to 
he absolute by the constitution of tlic empire, it was really (‘ontrollod liy the 
influence of the persons holding ministerial offices,'^ 

Constans grew up to he a wan of coasideralde abilition and of an eiior- 
getic clmractoT, but possessed of violent jiaasioiiR, and dcslituLe of all tlio 
amiable feelings of hiimanily. X’lie early part of liia reign, during wliicli 
the imperial ministei’s were controlled by the .sclfi.sh ni'istoorae^', was marked 
by the loss of severnl portions of the empire. Tlie Lomharils uxfemlod thoir 
conquests in Italy from tlic marLtiinc Alps to Iho frouUors of Tnscuny; and 
the exarch of Kavenna was defeated with oon.sideruhlo loss near lIuLiiui; 
but still they" were unable to make any .serious iinpresaion on tlic cxiirchato. 
Arineiiia was compelled to piay iribiilo to the Saracens. Cyprus was ren¬ 
dered tributary to tlie calipli, though the amount of tlie tribute imposed was 
only seveiity-two hundred pieces of gold—half of wluit it had prevLoualy 
paid to the emperor. This trifling HUin can have hardlyMiinomitcd to the 
moiety of the .surplus usually paid into the iinporiid trciumry’^ after all 
the expenses of the local govonimcnt were defrayed, nml cannot Jiave boriio 
any relation to ilje amoiiiiL of taxation levied fiy \]io Ilonuui ouipoiorM. 


n.,n J ww a eompact, was made wltli tlio army uiuler wlioso lorina Ilernolr- 

n 1 n ^' crownGd empewor, and as«nui«Jil lUo oI 'i’ltcrlWH. ‘'What becamo 
til thecmpoior Tiberius," iiays “weaionot iiifouncd."! 

[2 It 19 found 111 Theoplianes/i] •' 
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ItBLlGIOUS IfBUDS 

As 80011 aa Coiistane was old oiioiigh to assume the direction of public 
business, tlie two great objects of Ins policy wei-o the establishment of the 
absolute power of the emperor over the orthodox church, and the recovery 
of the lost provinces of the empire. AVitli tlio view of obtaining and secur¬ 
ing a perfect control over the eccleaiastical affairs of his dominions, he pub¬ 
lished an edict, called the 2'i/pe, in tlie year 618, when ho was only eighteen 
years old. It was prepared by Paul the lutriarch of Conytantuiople and was 
intended to terminate the disputes produced by the Ectlieds of Huraclius. 
All parties were coininanded by the Type to observe a profound sUeuoe ou 
the previous quarrels concerning the oper¬ 
ation of the will ill Christ. Liberty of 
coiiaoieiice was an idea almost unknown 
to any but the hlohannnodans, ao that 
Conataus never thouglit of appealing to any 
such right j and no party in the Christian 
church M'as inclined to waive its orthodox 
authority of enforcing its own opinions 
upon othors. 

The Latin cliurcli, led by the bishop of 
Romo, was always ready to oppose the 
Greek olergy, who enjoyed the favour of 
the imperial court, and this jealousy en¬ 
gaged tlio 2 >opo in violent opposition to 
the Type, But the bialiop of Homo was 
not thou so powerful as tlio popes became 
at a subsequent period, so that ho durst 
not attempt directly to question the 
authority of the emporoi’ in regulating 
such matters. Perhaps it ajipoared to him 
hardly prudent to rouse the jiassioiis of a 
young prince of eighteen, who might prove 
not very bigoted in his attaclunont to any 
party, as, indeed, the pirovisions of the 
Type seemed to indicate. 

The pope Theodore therefore directed 
the whole of his ecclesiastical fury against 
the patriarcli of Con8tantiiioi>Io, whom 
he oxcoinniiinicatcd with circumstances of 
singular and impressive violence. lie Rodks ov a Popr op tub SKmvm 
descended with liis clergy into the dark Cuntouv 

tomb of St. Peter in bho Vatican, now 

under the centro of the dome iu the vault of tlio groat cathedral of 
Oliriatcnrlom, consecrated the sacred cup, and, having dipped his pen in the 
blood of Christ, signed an act of oxcoiimiunicntion, condomning a brother 
bishop to the pains of holL To this indecent proceeding Paul the patriarch 
rciilied by iiersuadiiig tlio enipci’or to iiersccufco the clergy wlio adliored to 
tho pope’s opinion, in a more regular and legal manner, by dejiriviiig them 
of iJieir tenijioralities, and condemning them to banishment. 

T'he pope was supported by nearly the whole body of tho Latin clergy, 
and even by a coiisidorablo party in tho I5astj yet, wlien Martin, the suc¬ 
cessor of Theodore, ventured to anntlicmatiso the Ecthesis and the Type^ ho 
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WHS seized by order of Coustana, conveyed to GousUiuLiiioijlc, tried, uiid ooit- 
(lemnod on a charge of having supported the rebellion of the cxnroh 01yin« 
plus, and of Jiaving remitted money to the Saracens. The omjDuror, at the 
intercession of the patriarch Paul, coinmuted liis punislunciil to exile, and 
the pope died in bauiahmeiit at Chersoii in Tauris. Though Constaii.s did 
not succeed iu iaoulcating his doctrines on the clergy, ho completely suc' 
ceeded in enforcing public obedience to liia decrees iu tlio church, and the 
fullest aoknowledgiuent of his supreme power over the persons of the clergy. 
These disputes between the heads of the ecelesmstioal administration of the 
Greek and Latin churches afforded au excoUeut pretext for oxLoiuUiig lUc 
breach, which had its real origin in national feelings and clerical iiiiorcsts, 
and was only widened by the difficult and not very iiitolligiblo distinctions 
of monothelitism. Constans himself, bj' his vigour and ])crsonal activity in 
this struggle^ laGurced the bitter hatred of a large portion of the olorgy, and 
his conduct has been mKjuestionably the object of much misrcpreaoiitiiLiuii 
find calumny, 

THE GKOM'ING DANOEIt l-'KOJI THE HAKACENS 

The attention of Constans to ecclesiastical affairs induced him to visit 
Ariuenia, where lus attempts to unite the people to liis L^'rivcrninont by roEii- 

lahnir t.Ilft rffnirsi r\f 



City, alow tlio governor, and burned the /loot. 

A second armament was at length prepared by the onorgy of IMoawvuli, 

^ CunstanUno)do, Urn empK 
Coiistan.s took upon himself the command ot Ida own llcot. JIo jiiut Liu* 
bamccii expedition off Mount Phonux in Lyda ami attacked it with ure.it 

ww/' Homans arc said to have perished in Llie haUJe • 

and he emperor ininso t' owed lus safely to the valour of one of llio 'ITipolil 
L n biotheis, whose gallant defciico of Uio imporial galley enabled tho ompo- 
■or to escape before its valiant defender was slaiu^uld the W feU 

hosUle'flLf 1ml snr^'ff emperor retired to Constantinople, but tlie 

lostiie neet had siiffcicd too imicli to attempt auyfiirtJier operations and 

p etSt cTCw* !«>■.that year. The cWilh of Olhinan, and tho 

am ust tit sf. ? empire for a short timo, and Constans Urnnd his forces 

ravages. Thc^ v™’totsu’?drf tV" ‘’‘"i I>™vinoe.s from their 

am\Tmny werLmmeHe,? f defeated, im.iiber.s wero carried off iw slaves, 
Luoiinds ovki f submit to tho imperial uuthoi’iLv. No certain 

Uic Slavoidans wife expedition was diroolod againsl 

jilonnt or .waii sf th^e »■«'">» and 

ef ao town is 
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AVhoii ihu sift'iiii'a of Uie Eurupoaii provinces, in the vicinity of the capi¬ 
tal, ^ve^o ii'ancpnllised, Coiiatans again prepared to engage the Arabs ; and 
Jlojnvyalj, liaving need of all the forces he eoiiUl command for his contest 
with Ali, tliG 8011 -in-law of Mohainined, consented to make i>eace, on terms 
wliicli contrast curiously willi the perpetual defeats which Coiislans is always 
represented hy the orthodox historians of the empire to have suffered. The 
Saracens engaged to confine their forces -witUin Syria and ^Mesopotamia, and 
Moawyah consented to pay Oonstaiis, for the cessation of hostilities, the sum 
of a tliuusand pieces of silver, and to furnish Iiiiii with a .slave and a horse 
lor every day daring wliicU the peace .should coiiluiue (059 a.d.). 

Daring' the subsequent year, Coiwlans coiideinnod to death hi.s broLlicr 
TIieodoHius, wlioin lie hud compelled to enter the iiriosthood. The cause 
of this crime, or the pretext for it, is not iiiciiiioncd. From this brolhcr'.s 
liaiid, the emperor laid often received llio sacrament; and tlio fratricide is 
.supposed to Iiavo rendered a residence at (Jonstantinoplc insupportable to 
Lho ooiiseieiico of the erimiinil, who was reported nightly to behold the spec¬ 
tre of hia hroLlior offering him tho conseorated cup, filled with human blood, 
and oxelaiiiiing, “ Drink, brother I ” Certain it is that, two years after liis 
brotlior’a cloath, Constans quitted liis capital, with tlic intention of never 
returning; and lie was only jirevciitcd, liv an insurrection of tho poo 2 )lo, 
from carrying off the enipross and hi.s cliildiou. lie meditated tlie I’ccun- 
queat of Italy from the Lombards, ami pvojiOHod reiulcring Homo again the 
seat of einiiiro, On his way to Italy the emperor stopped at Athens, whore 
ho assembled a oonsidorable body of troo^w. Tliis casual mention of Atlieiis 
by Latin writers affords strong ovidonce ol the trumnnl, flourisliiiig’, and popu¬ 
lous eouditioii of the city and country around. The Slavouiim colonics in 
Grooeo must, at tlii-s time, have owned perfect allegiance to tlio imperial 
power, or Constans would certainly have omployocl liis army in reduoing 
lliein to subjection, l^'rom Atlions, tlio oinperor sailed to Italy; belauded 
with his forces at 'rarenlmn, and attoinpled to tnko Ilcnevontuni, the chief 
scat of the Lombard power in tho south of Italy. Ills troops were twice 
defeated, nud ho tlicn abandoned all his projects of conquest. 

The emperor hiinself repaired to Koine. liis vi.sit lasted only a fortnight. 
According to the writers wlio describe the evoiil, lie consecrated twelve days 
to religious cerenifiiiies and processions, and tho romaining two ho devoted 
to plundering the Avcalfh of the churcli. Ilis personal acquaintance with 
the affairs of Italy iiiul the state of Koine, soon couviiieed him tliiit the ICter- 
iial City was ill adapted for the capiLlal of the empire, and he cpiitted it for 
yioily, where ho fixed on Syracuse for liis future rosidenue. Grimwald, the 
iible monarch of tho Lombards, and liis son Koinwald, the duke of Boneven- 
tum, eontiniied the war in Italy with vigour. BrundnsLiim and TareiiUim 
were captured, and tho Koinan-s expelled from Calabria, so that Otranto 
and Galliiioll were tlic only towns on the eastern coast of Avhich Coustiuis 
L'ciainod pu.ssossion. 

When residing in Sicil}'- Ooiistaii.s dbcclcd his attention to tho slate of 
^Vfrica. Ills nieasLiros are nob detailed with preoi.siou, but wore evidently 
distiiiguifihud by the usual energy and caprice which nuirked liis whole con¬ 
duct. lie recovered iiossession of Carthage, and of several cities which the 
Arabs had j'oiidered irilmlary ; but lie displeased tlio inhabitants of tho ^irov- 
ince, by compelling them to pay to liiin.solf the .sumo iimoiint of tribute as 
llioy had agreed hy irealy U) pay to the Saracons ; and ns Gniistans could not 
expel the Saracen forces from tho province, the lunount of the public taxes 
of the Africans wu.s thus often doubled, since both jiarties were able to 
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low tlia coiitrllJuLioiiH which thoy clomamlcd. Moawyali sent an army from 
Svna aud Conatdiis ono from Sicily, to decide who ahould beoomo solo mas- 
ter of the country. A battle waa foughfc near TvipoUs; and though the army 
of Conatana consisted of thirty thousand men, it was completely dofeated. 
Yet the victorioiia avniy of the Saracous was nnable to take the small lowji 
of Geloula (Uaula), until the accidental fall of a portion of tlio ramparts laid 
it open to their aaaault; ami this trifling conquest was followed by no farther 
success. In the East, the empire was exposed to greater danger, yet the 
enemies of Constam were eventually unsuccessful in their projects. In con- 
sequencQ of the rebellion of the Armenian troops, whoso commiinder, yapor, 
agsnmed the title of emperor, the Saracens inado a .Muccesaful incursion into 
Asia Minor, captured, the city of Amorinm, in Vhrygia, and placed in it a 
garrison of five thousand men ; but the imperial general appointed by Con- 
.■itans soon drove out this powerful garrwon, and recovered the phico. 

It appears, therefore, that in spite of all the defeata wliicli Coiistans is 
reported to have suffered, Die empire underwent no vory sonsiblo diminution 
oi Ha territory during hig reign, and be certainly left its miliUiry forces in a 
more efltcieiit condition than lie found them. Ho was a-ssassimilod in a batli 
at Syracuse, by an officer of lus own housoholtl, in tlm year 008, at tho [igo 
of tliirty-eight, after a reign of twenty-seven j^eaivs. Tho fact of his having 
Ijeoii murdered by ono of lus oiva household, joined to ilio eaprieiaus violomse 
that niftvlied many of his public acts, warrants the suppuaition tliat liis char¬ 
acter was of the uuamiablo and unsteady nature, wliiuii rendered llio accusa¬ 
tion of fratrioido, so readily boliovecl by Ills contomporarics, liy no nioaim 
impossible. It must, however, be admitted, that the oecuri’cneos of \jis roign 
afford irrefragable tcatimony that bis heretical opinions liiivo induced ortho¬ 
dox historians to givo un erroneous colouring to many circumatanoos, since 
the undoubted results do not correspond with tlieir doacriptions of tlio pass¬ 
ing events. 


lUitOif OF COUSTANTINI3 IV (008-08.* A.D.) 

Coubtaiitiiie IV, called Pogoiiiitus, or tlio Ileardod, has boon regarded by 
posterity inth a high degree of favour. Yet his merit seoins to havo eoJi- 
sistccl in Ha superior orthodoxy, rather than in his superior talents uh eniporov. 
Tlie concessions which he nnule to tJio see of Homo, and the moderation tlial 
he displayed in all ecclesiastical iiffairs, placed Jiis conduct in strong (jonlrast 
with the stern energy with which bis father had ouforcod tlio siilijoction of 
the orthodox ccclesiaslicg to the civil power, and guiuod for him the pi'aiso 
of the priesthood, whoso eulogies have exerted no ineousiderablo iiilluouee 
on all historians.^ Constantine, lioivover, was certainly an iiitelligout and 
just prince; he did not possess the stubborn detcrnuiiatiou and laloiiLs of his 
father, and was destitute also of his violent passioms mid iiiijirudont cluirautor. 

As aoou as Constautine wag informed of the murder of liis father, and 
that a rebel had assumed the purple in Sicily, he liastoned Uiitlinr in person 
to avenge lus deatli, and extingiiiKli tho rebellion. To satisfy his yongeance, 
the patrician Jnsbhiiau, a man of high character, compromised in tlie roliollioii, 
was treated with great severity, and his son Germanus with a degroo of inhu- 
mauity tliat would liayp heen recorded by the clergy aguiusl ClnuKtuiis as an 
instance of (lie grossest barbaiity* Tho return of tho oinperor to (lonsLanll- 
noplcwas signalised liy a .singular sedition of tho troopH in Asia Minor. 
Lliey marched towards the capital, and having encamped on llio Asiiitiii 
shores or the Bosporus, demanded that Goiistanline ahould admit his ts\o 
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brotUera, oii whom ho liatl confomd the rank of uuguHiiia, to fin e(j[Uiil slmre 
in bhe public ftclministmtion, in ordor that the Holy Tniiity in heaven, whioli 
governB tlic epiHtxinl world, might bo represented by a, Iiunian trinity, to 
govern the politicfil empire of the Chrigtians. Tlie very proposal is n proof 
of the complete Bupremaoy of the civil over the ecclesiastical aiithori^, in 
the eyes of the people, and the strongest evidence, that in tho public opinion 
of the age the emperor was regarded as the head of tlie church. Such rea- 
souing as the rebels used could be rebutted by no arguiuents, and Constantine 
had energy enough to hang the leaders of the sedition, and suflicieni mod¬ 
eration not to molest his brothers. But scvcnil years later, either from 
increased suspicioiis or from some intrigues on tlioir part, ho deprived them 
of the rank of aiigusLus, and condemned them to have their noses cut off 
(<381 A.D.). Theopliancsf^ says that tlie brothers of Cojisfcarifcine IV logfc fchoir 
noses in 669, but wero not deprived of tho imperial title until 681. 


BAllAOKN WAIIS AN1> .SIJ5UE OP COXSTAXTINOPLIiJ (072 A.U.) 

The great object of tho imperial policy at this period was to oppose the 
progress of tho Molnunmodaiis. Consluiis Imd .sncceodecl in arresting their 
conquests, hut Constantino soon found that they would give the empire no 
rest unless he could securo it by his 
victories. He had hardly quitted 
Sicily to return to Constantinoplo, 
before an. Arab oxpodiliou from 
Alexandria invaded Iho island and 
stormed the oity of Syracuse, and, 
after plundering the treasures accu¬ 
mulated Ity Oonstan.s, iinmodinlcly 
abandoned the place. In Africa tho 
war was ooiitiniied with various 
success, but tho (/hrlstlaiis were not 
long left without any succours from 
Constantine, while I\roa\vynIi .sup¬ 
plied tho Saracens with strong 
reinforcements. Iii spite of tlio 
coinage and cntluisiasm of tho Mo¬ 
hammedans, ihe native Chri.sliun po])ulation inainlaiiied their ground witli 
firmness, luid cari'iod on tho war with such vigour that in the year 676 a 
native African leader, who commanded the united forces of the Romans and 
Berber.^, captured the newly founded oity of Kairowau, whicli at a .subsequent 
period boeamo renowned as tho capital of tho Fatimilo caliphs. 

q'he ambition of tho caliph Moawyah induced him to aspire at the con- 
quost of tho Roman Empire; luid the military organisation of the Arahifui 
power, ^vhioh enabled tho onliph to direct tho whole resources of his doiniii- 
ioiis to any Biiiglo object of conquest, seemed to promise success to tho enter¬ 
prise, A powerful expedition was sent to besiege Constantinople. Tlie time 
required for the preparation of such nn armament did not enable the Saracens 
to arrive at. llic Bo.sporus without passing a wintor on the coast of Asia 
jMinor; iiiul on tlicir aiTival in the spring of the year 072, they found that the 
cinperor hiul made every preparation for dofciioe. Their forces, however, 
were so numGrous that tliey were suniclont to invest Constantinople by sea 
and land. Tlio troops occupied tho whole of the land side of the triangle 
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The Saracens failcA in aii tlicjir assnuKs, boUi by uud land; but, U\e Ro¬ 
mans, instead of celebralmg tbeir own valour and diacipUue^ aiLnbiitod their 
success principally to the use of the Greek fire, winch was luyonlod shortly 
before tliia sieffe, and was first used nii this occasion. 1 ho nnhiai 7 art had 
decUned during the preceding contiiiT, as rapidly as every otUor braiieli of 
national ciilliu-e ; and the rosonrcGs of the mighty enipu;(M)£ tlio Arabs U'ore 
so limited by the ignoraiieo and bad iichmiustvation ol its rulers, that tho 
caliph was unable to maintain his forces before Couslanliiioph! during llio 
winter. The Saracen army wa.s nevertheless onablod to collect suftioienfc 
supplies at Cyzicns to make that place a winter station, while their powerful 
fleet commanded tho Hellespont and secured their eoiumuuioations with 
Svvva. When tipriug returned, the deefc again traiisportod the army to uu- 
camp under tlie walls of Constantinople. This stnmgo mode of besieging 
(.'Hies, unattempted since the times the Dorians had inyadud Poloponnosiis, 
was eoiitiniied for seven years j but iii this warfare Llio Saraeous Huri'oJ'cd far 
more severely than the Romans, and were ut lust coiupollod to abaudoii their 


The land forces tried to effect Uiuir volreut ilivough Asia. Minor, but u'lU'e 
entirely out off in tho attempt} and a tempest dcKtroycd the groivtcr part of 
their fleet off the coast of Pamphyliu. During tho time that this grout body 
of his forcQs was employed against Oonslaiitiiioplo, Jdoau’yali Hunt ii lUviHioii 
of hia troops to invade Crete, which liad been visited by a Siiraeon army in 
6 ol. The island was now compelled to pay tribute, l)ut Lliu inluiliiUints 
u'ero treated with great mildness, as it was tbo polioy uf the uiilinb at this 
time to conciliate tho good opinion of tlio Christians by bis liberal govorii- 
meiit, in order to pave tho way for futuro ooncpiosts. bloawyah carriocl his 
religious tolerance so far as to vobwiUl the church of ICdessa at the inter¬ 
cession of hU Clu'istiiui subjects. 

The destruction of the Saracen expedithiu against CouHtiudiiioplu, uiul 
tlie advantage which the inountaineera of Lohanon had conlrin'd to talco of 
Uio abseiiee of tho Arab troops, by oarrying tliclr inoursion.s into tliu ])l[iiii.s 
of Syria, convinced Moawyali of tlie necessity of peace. T’liu liavrly inouii* 
tiiiiieers of Lebuiioii, called klardaites, had boon increased in Jiiinil)urs, and 


supplied with wealth, in consequence of tho retreat into tlioir coiiiiUy of a 
uv.ias of native Syrians who liad fled before tho Arabs. T'lnty coiisisiod 
chletly of nielolutea and inonothelites, and on that account they had iidhovcd 
to the cause of the Koinaii Empire Avhcii lUo inonopUyaitcH Joined tho vSara* 
cfliis. Their Syrian origin render.s it prolmblo that tJuiy were aiuiostor.s of 
the Maroiiite.s, though the desire of sonic IMaronito historians to hIiou" that 
their countrymen were always perfectly orthodox lm.s imrple'cod a question 
which of itself was by no means of easy solution. TJic political Htntu of the 
omphe required peace; ami the orthodox Constantino did not Fuel pensoinilly 
ineliued to run any rigk in order to iirotect the nionoLholilo niarduitOiS. 
Peace -was cancluded between tho emiieror and tlie eulipli in tho year tiTS, 
iMoawyali^ consenting to pay the Homans auuually three thouMan'd pounds 
of gold, fifty sla^^e.s, and fifty Arabian horses. It appear'^ stvaugc that a 
prince, possessing tlie power and resources at the oomnuiiid of iMoawyali, 
slionlcl submit to thene conditions; but tho fact prows that poliiiy, not pride, 
was tho rule of the caliph'.s conduct, and that the udYiincomcni of his n‘id 
power, and of the spiritual interests of tlio IMohaniinednu religion, were of 
more consequonoe in liis eyes tlmii any iioUous of earthly digjiiLy. 



TTEllACLTUS AND HTS SUCCESSORS 


189 


A.rO 

Ill the same year in wliiuh JMoawyali Imd been induced to pui'ckase peace 
by consenting to pay tribute to the Roman emperor* the foundations of the 
Bulgarian moiuirohy wGre laid, and the emperor Constantino himself was 
compolled to become tributaiy to a small hoi-de of Bulgarians. One of the 
usual emigrations -wliicli take place amongst barbarous nations had induced 
Asparuch, u Bulgarian cliiof,to seize the lo\r country about the mouth of the 
Danuljoj lii.s power and activity obliged the emperor Constantine to take 
the field against these Btilgwians in iiersoii. The expedition was so ill con¬ 
ducted tliat it ended in tlic complete defeat of the Roman army, and the 
Bulgarians subdued all the country between the Danube and hlount HamuiK, 
oompelling a dtstrict inhabitod by a body of Slavonians, called the seven 
Lillies, to liccomo their trilmtarics. These Slavoniaii.s Imd once been for- 
midable to tlic empire, but their power had been brolcon by tlie einperoi’ 
Constaiis. Asparuch established liimself in the town of Yanm, near ilie 
ancient Odessus, and laid the foundation of the Bulgarian monwohy, n king¬ 
dom long engaged hi hostilities with the emperors of Constantinople, and 
whose power tended greatly to accelerate the deelino of tlie Greeks and 
reduce the lunnhers of their mco in Europe. 

Tho ovoiit, liowovor, wliiclj exorcised the most; favourable influence on tlio 
internal condition of the oinpiro during the roign of Constantine Pogonatus, 
was tho assembly of tho sixth general council of the church at Ooustaiitinoplfi. 
This council was JieUl under circumstances peculiarly favourable to candid 
dificuHsion. Tlio ecolosiastical power was not yet too strong to set both 
reason ami tho civil authorities at defiance. Its decisions wore adverse to 
tho monotholites j and tlie orthodox doctrine of two natures and two wills 
ill Christ was received by tho common consent of the Greok and Latin par¬ 
ties as tho true rule of faith of tho Christian churcli. Religious discussion had 
now iakoii a wtroiig liold on public opinion, and as tho majority of tlia Greek 
population liad novor adopted tho opinions of the monothelites, the decisions 
of the sixth gonoral council contributed powerfully to promote the union of 
the (treoks with tho imperial administration. 


JUSTllirAN II (086 A.Jy.) 

.lusliniau II succccdod his father Constantino at tho ago of sixteen, and 
though so very young, he immediately jissuined tho personal direction of the 
govQi'nnumi. Ho was by no means dosfcitnle of tnlonts, but his cruel and 
presumptuous cliaracler roncloi’Gd him incapable of learning to perforin tho 
duties of Ills siUuitioii with justice. He turned his arms against the 
Siiraccns though tho caliph Abdul-jMalik offered to make additional conces¬ 
sions ill order to iiidiieo tlio omporor to renew tiie treaty of pence whicli had 
been concluded with his father. Juabinian sent a powerful armj^ into 
Armenia under Leontius. All tlio provinces which had shown any disposi¬ 
tion to favour tho Suvaoons wore laid waste, and the urmy carried off an 
iinmciiso booty, and drove away a great part of the inhabitants ns slaves. 
T’he caliph being engaged in a struggle for tho Caliphate with powerful 
rivals, and disturbed by rebels oven in liis own Syrian dominions, arrested 
tlio progress of tlio Roman arms by purohasiiig iieace on terms far more favour¬ 
able to the oinpire than tlioso of the troaty between Constantino and Moawynli. 

Justinian, at the commencement of his reign, made a auocesbful expedi¬ 
tion into the country occupied by tho Slavonians in Macedonia, who were 
now closely allied with tlio Bulgarian prinoipnlity beyond Mount Hfemu,s. 



Tm mSTOKY OF 'i’HK E-VSTERJI EltPIRIfl 


A.D.] 


succQsafiil. find botli tlio Slavonians aiiu wiou- ou aiuva ^yuLv luuuuiuu. 

In order to reiioople tlie fertile slioi-ea of the HellcspoiiL, about Abyilos, Jus- 
tiniau traiisplautcd a numbor of tbo Slavonitui fauiiUea mto tlio vu-oyiuce of 
OpKicinn. This colony was so nuinerona and powerful that it iunushccl a 

considerable con tiiigont to the imperial armies, i . 


from tile municipal mints of Syria; and Justinian iinagincd tluit tlie neiv^ 
Arabian eoinage was an attack on the Holy Trinity, He led Ins army m per¬ 
son against the Ssira- 
cons, and a baLLlo 
look place near Sa- 
bastopolia, on the 
const ot Cilicia, in 
wliicli lio was en¬ 
tirely di'fciilod, ill 
oonsiHinouRC of tho 
troiiHoii of the loader 
of his Sluvoniiui 
troo])S. Justhiinn 
Jlod from tlio field 
of batiks and on bis 
way to the (lapilal 
]]0 rovongoil liimsolf 
on tho Slavonians 
who had romained 
faithful to his slaud- 
avd for the doBiadioii 







PAIIT OV A SAHACI.N Sa'AKl)AKl> 


of tlioir couidrynion. 
Tlio Slavonians in 
Ills service woro put 
to death,and ho ovoii 
ordered tho wives 
find ohilch'im <)f ihoHn 


who liad joined tJio 

Saracens to be murdered. Tho deserters wero CHUiblishcd by tho Saiaeons on 
the coast of Sjn'ia, and in tlie island of Cyprus j and under tho g'ovornnicnt 
of the caliph they were more prosperous than uiulov that of the llomun oinporor. 

It was cUiriiig this war that the Saracens iudletod tho firat great badgo 
of civil degradation on tho Christian population oC their dominions. Abdul- 
jMalik established the haratcli, or Christian oapit.itiou tax, in order to raiflo 
money to carry on the war with Justinian. This unfortuualo mode of taxing 
the Chrlstiaiv subjects of the caliph, in a diffovoiit mannor from tho hlohiun- 
medans, completely separated the two classes, and roduoed tho CliviHtiiina to 
tiie rank of serfs of tho state, whose most promiiiciil politiual rehitioii with 
the Mussulman community was that of furnishiug money to tho govoriimoiifc. 
The decline of tho Christian population throughout tho dominions of tlio 
caliphs was the consequeuu© of this ill-judged inetisuro, which has probably 
tended more to the depopulation of tho East than all tho tyrairiiy and military 
^’ioleIlce of tho J\foliaininodau ai’inies. 
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The rcfith^ss s[jirit of JustiJiian naturally pliiiigocl into tlie eeclesiaatical 
coutroversioa which divklod the uliiu’ch. llo aaseiubletl a geiioral council 
called usually in Tndlo^ from the hall of its meeting having been covered 
with a dome. Tlio proceodiiigfl of this council, as might liave been expected 
from those of an assembly controlled l)y such u spirit aa that of the ompeiw, 
tended only to incroasc tlio growing differences between tlio Greek and 
Latin parties in the cluirch. Of 102 cjuious saiictioncd by tliia coiinoil, 
tliG pope finally rejected six, as iidvorsc to the usages of the Latins. And 
thus an additional cause of separation Avas permanently created between 
the Greeks and Latins, and the measures of the ohurcli, us well as the 
political arrangements of Iho times, and the sociul feelings of the people, 
all tended to rendci’ union impoasiblo. 

A taste for building is a coiumou fancy of sovereigns who possess Ibe 
absolute disposal of large fiinda Avitlioiit any feeling of thofr duty as trustees 
for the benefit of tho people whom they govern. Even in tho midst of the 
greatest public distress, the treasury of nations, on the very verge of riiiii 
and bankruptcy, must contain large sums of money drawn from the annual 
taxation. This tronsuro, when placed at the irresixmeible disposal of princes 
Avho affect magnificoiiCo, is frequently employed in useless and ornamental 
building j and this fashion has been so general with despots, that the princes 
who have been most distinguished for their lovo of building, Imve noiim- 
fi'oquenily been iho woj-st and most oppressive sovereigns, Jfc is always a 
delicate and diiFiculfc task for a sovereign to estimate tho amount which a 
nation can wisely afford to expend on ornamental arcliitoctnre; and from 
his position he is seldom qualified to judge correctly on what buildings 
orimniont ought to bo employed in ordor to make art accord with tho taste 
and feelings of the people. Public opinion affords the only criLerion for the 
formation of a sound judgment on this dopartmoiit of public administration 5 
for, when princes possossiug a taste for buildiug arc not compelled to con¬ 
sult the wants and wishes of tlieir subjects in Uio oonsti'indion of national 
edifices they are apt, by their wild projects and lavish expenditure, to create 
evils far greater tliaii any which could result from an exhibition of bad taste 
alone. 

In an evil hour tho lovo of building took possession of Justinian's mind. 
Ills lavish expenditure soon obliged him to make his hmincical adrainistratioJi 
move rigorous, and general discontent qiiickly pervaded the oapital. The 
religious and suporstiLioua feelings of the population wore severely wounded 
])y the emperor’s eagomoss to destroy a church of the Virgin, in order to 
embellish the vicinity of his 2 ’fthvco AviUi a splendid fountain. Justinian's 
own scruples required to bo eoothod by a religious ceremony, but the patri¬ 
arch for some time refused to officiate, alleging that the church had no 
prayers to desocrato holy buildings, Tlio emperor, however, Avas the head 
of the churidi and the master of tho bisliop.s, whom ho could remove from 
office, so that tho patriarch did not long dare to refuse obedience to his 
orders. It is said, however, that the patriarch showed very clearly his dis¬ 
satisfaction hy repairing to the spot and authorising the destruction of the 
church by an ecclesiastical ceremony, to whioli he added these words, “ to 
God, Avho auffors all things, bo rendered glory, iioAV and forever. Amen.'* 
The ceremony Avas sufficient to satisfy the conscionco of the emperor, who 
perhaps neither hoard nor heeded tho words of tho patriarch. The publio 
discontont was loudly expressed, and Justinian soon perceived that the fury 
of tlio popuhico tlireatened a roboJlion in Constantinople. To avert the 
danger, he took every measure which unsorupulous oriielfcy could suggest; 
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but, as {generally Imppena in pcriocla of geneml discontent iiucl oxclle.uent, 
the stonn bin‘Stin an unexpected quarter, and ilio natrecl ol Juatiman left 
him suddenly without support. Leontius, oiio of the ablest generals of the 
empire, whose ex^iiloits iiave been already incivtionea, had been thrown into 
prison, but was at tins time ordered to assume the govornmont of Die prov¬ 
ince of Hellas, He considered the nomination as ii mere pretext to removo 
him from the capital, in order to put him to doalh at a distance without 


Outlie eve of his dex>arture, Leontius placed himself at ilio head of n 
sedition ; Justinian was seized, and his niiiustoi's were iiuirdorcd by ilm 
populnce with the most savage cruelty. Leontius was proclaimed emperor, 
but he spared the life of his dethroned predecessor for the .‘*iiko of tlio bene¬ 
fits which he had received from Coiistnnlino Pogonatus. I Jo ordered Justin¬ 
ian’s nose to bo cut off, and exiled him lo Chorson. Prom this mufhation 
tlie dethroned ejnporor received tho insulting nioknamo of Phinotmetu.s, 
or “dockiiose,” by whicli ho is distinguished in Byzantine history. 


TICR GOVKUNMKNT 01*' IjKONTriTS (000-01)8 A.J>.) 


Tlio governmont of Leontius was cliaractoHscd by the un.steaclinoss 
which not unfrequoutly marks tho administration of tlio ablest sovoreigns 
wlio obtain their thrones by accidental circumstances rather tliiui by sysLom- 
afcic oombinatious. The most important ovcul of his reign was tlio final 
loss of Africa, which led to his dethronement.^ 'I'lio indefatigable caliph 
AbduLMalik despatched a powerful expedition into Africa under llussan j 
the province was soon conquered, and Carthago was captured aftoi* a feoblo 
veaistftucft. Aw expedition Rent by Loowtiwa to yoUovo tUo pvavUvoo wvvivod 
too late to save Carthage, but the oommandor-in-cliiof forced tlio eiitmnoo 
into the port, recoverecl iiossession of tho city, and drovo tho Arabs from 
most of tlie fortified towns on the coast. Tho Arabs coimtiintly rocoivod now 
reinforcements, which tho Roman general demanded from Leontius in vain. 
At last the Arabs assembled a fleet, and tho Uonnina, being dofeiiLod in a 
naval engagement, were compelled lo abandon CarLhiigo, wliicli the Arabs 
utterly destroyed, — having too often experienced tlio superiority of tho 
Romans, both in naval affairs and in the art of war, to vonUiro on retaining 
populous and fortified cities on tho sea coast. This curious fact affords 


strong proof of the great superiority of the Roman oominorco and naval 
resources, and equally powerful evidence of tho Hhamofvil diaovdev iu tho 
civil and military administration of tlio empire, whioli rendered those ad¬ 
vantages useless, and allowed the imperial fluota to bo dofuated by the naval 
forces collected by tlio Arabs from among their Egyptian and Syrian sub¬ 
jects. At tlie same time it is evident that tho naval victories of tho Arabs 
could never have been gained unless a imworful party of the Christiiiiis had 
been induced, by their feelings of hostility to tho Roman Empire, to afford 
them a willing support; for there wero a.s yet noithor alupbuildors nor 
sailors among the Shissiilmans. 

expedition, on its retreat from Carthago, slopped in tho 
island of Crete, where a sedition broke out among the troops, in wliicli thoir 
geneTial 'was killed. Apsimar, the cowimaTidoT of tho Cibyraiob troops, was 
rteolared emperor by the name of Tiberius. Tho fleet procGGclod directly to 
Coustantniople, wluoh^ offered no resiatunco. Leontius was taken prisouev, 
18 nose cut off, and his person oonfinod in a monastory. 'J^iborius Apsimar 
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govcrjicd the oinpire witli prudence, and Iiis brotlici’ Heraclius cominaiided 
the Roman amiios with siicceas. The unperiaL troops penetrated into Syria j 
a victory was gained over the Arabs at Sumosata, but the ravages committed 
by the Romans in tins invasion surpassed the greatest cruelties ever inliioted 
by the Arabs j for two luindrod thousand Saracens arc said to have per¬ 
ished during the cainpdgn. Arnioiiia was allernatoly invaded and loirl 
waste by the Romans and Uio Saracens, as the various turna of war favoured 
the hostile parties, and as the changing interests of the Armenian popula¬ 
tion induced them to aid the emperor or Uio caliph. But while Tiberius 
was occupied in tlie duties of government, and living without any fear of a 
domestic enemy, lie was suddenly surprised in his capital by JLisiiiiian, who 
appeared before Constantinople at tlio bead of a Bulgarian army (706). 


JUSTINIAN lllCCOVKRS TUB TIIllONB 

Ton years of exile had been spout by tho banished emperor in vain 
attempts to obtain power. Ills violoub proceedings made Mm everywhere 
dotQsbod, but he pos.sessed tho daring enterprise and the ferocious cruelty 
ueooasary for a chief of banditti, joined to a singular coniidence in the value 
of Ins horocliiary olaiin to the imperial llirono; so Unit no undertaking 
appeared to him liopolcsa. After quarrelling with tho inhabitants of Cher- 
son, and with his brothor-ui-law, tho king of tho Khazars, he succeeded, by 
a desperate exertion of courage, in reaching tho country of tho BulgarianB. 
Terbelis, their sovereign, agreed to assist him in recovering his throne, and 
they inarched iniiucdiatoly with a' Bulgarian army to tlie walls of Constan¬ 
tinople. TTu'oe days after their arrival, tlioy succeeded in entering the 
capital during the night. Ten years of adversity liad increased the natural 
ferocity of Justinian’s disposition ; and a dcsiro of vengeance seems hence¬ 
forward to liavo been tho chief inotivo of his actions. 

Tho popuhiLioii of Constantinople had now sunk to tlie same degree of 
barbarism ns tlio nations surrounding them, and in cruelty they were worthy 
subjects of their emperor. Justinian gratified them by celebrating his res¬ 
toration wiili splendid chariot races in tho circus. Pie sat on an elevated 
throne, with his feet resting on tho necks of the dethroned emperors, 
Leontius and Tiberius, who wore stretched on tho platform below, while 
tho Greek populace around shouted tho words of the psalmist, “ Thou shalt 
tread down the asp and tho basilisk, tliou shalt trample on tho lion and 
tho dragon.” The dethroned emperors and Heraclius, who had so well 
sustained tho glory of tho Homan arms against tlie Saracens, were after¬ 
wards hung from tho battlomcnts of Constantinople. Justimaii's whole 
soul was occupied with plans of vongeaiice. Though the conquest of Tyaiia 
laid open Asia Minor to tho inoursions of tho Saracens, instead of opposing 
thorn, ho directed his disposable forces to punish the cities of Ravenna ana 
Cherson, bccaiiso they had incurred his personal hatred. Both the proscribed 
cities had rejoiced at Ins dethronoraent; tlioy wore both taken and treated with 
savage cruelty. The Greek city of Cherson, though tho seat of a flourishing 
commerce, and iiiluibitod by a nninerous population, was condemned to utter 
destruction, .lustinian ordered all the buildings to be razed with the ground, 
and every soul within its walls to be put to death ; but tho troops sent to 
execute these barbarous orders revolted, and proclaimed an Armenian, called 
Bardanes, emperor, under the name of Philippicus. Seizing the fleet, they 
sailed directly to Oonstaiitinoplo. 
u. iv, —Yoi,. vn. o 
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Justinian was uncamped witli an army iu Asia Minoi' when Philippiciis 
arrived, and took posacssion of the capital •witliowfc eucouiitei'ing any resist¬ 
ance Ho was immediately deserted by his whole tinny, for tho troops 
were* ns little pleased with his conduct Biiico his resLoration, as was ovory 
other class of his subjects ; bat his ferocity and courago never failed Jnm, 
and his rage was tinboiinded when ho found lumselt abandoned by every 
one. He was seized and executed, without having it in his power to offer 
the slightest resistance. His son Tiberius, though only six years of age, 
was torn from the altar of a church, to which he Juul boon conducted for 
safety, and cruelly maasaci-od; and thus the race of Heraclius was extin¬ 
guished, after the family had governed tho Roman Empire for exactly a 
century (610 to Yll A.D.). 


ANAUGHV 


During the interval of six yeans wliicli elapsed from the death of Justin¬ 
ian II to the accession of Leo tho Isaiirian, tlio imperial throno was occu¬ 
pied by three sovereigns. Their history is only ronmrkablo as proving tho 
inherent strength of the Roman body politic, wliicli could Hurvivo such con¬ 
tinual revolutions, even in the state of weakness to which it was reducocL 
Philippioua was a luxurious and extravagant prinoOv Avho thought only of 
enjoying the situation which he had accidentally olitainod. Ho was soon 
dethroned by a band of conspirators, who carried liim off from tho palaco 
while in a fit of drunkenness, and after putting out hi.s eyes, loft him liolploaa 
ill the middle of the hippodrome. The reign of Pliilippious would liardly 
deaovvo notice, had he not Increased the confusion into which the empire had 
fallen, and exposed tho total want of character and consoionco among the 
Greek clergy, by re-establishing tho monotholito doctrines in a general coun¬ 
cil of the Eastern bishops. 

As the couapirators who had dethroned Pliilippiciis had not formed any 
plan for choosing his eucoossor, tho fii’st seorotavy of state was elected 
omperor by a publio assembly held in tlio groat chnrcli o£ St. Sopliin, under 
tho name of Anastasias II. Ho immediately ro-establialicd the orthodox 
faith, and his character is consequently tho subject of eulogy with tlio liis- 
torians of his reign. Tlio Saracens, wlioso iiowor was continually increas¬ 
ing, were at this time preparing a groat expedition ivt Alexandria, in order 
to attack Constantinople. Anastasias sent a licet with tlio troops of the 
theme Opsicium, to destroy the magazines of timber collootcd on tlio coast 
of Phoenicia for the purpose of assisting the preparations at Alexandria. 
The Roman arniameiit was commanded by a doaooii of tSt. Sopliia, who 
also held the office of grand treasurer of tho empire. Tho nomimition of a 
member of the clergy to comraand the army gave groat dissatisfaotioii to the 
troops, who were not yet so deeply tinctured willi coolc.siastical ideas and 
manners, as the aristocracy of the empire. A sedition took place while 
the army lay at Rhodes; Joannes the Denoon was slain, and tho oxpodition 
quitted the port in order to Telum to tho capital. Thu soldiers on their 
way lauded at Adramyttluni, and finding there n collector of the roveiuies 
of a popular character, they declared him emperor, iiiuloi' tho naino of 
Theodosius HI. 

The new enipovor was compelled unwillingly to follow the army. Por 
six months, Constantinople was closely besieged, and tho oinporor Aimsta- 
sius, who had retired to Nica3a, was defeated in a goiioral ongagcmoiit. Tlie 
capital was at last taken by the rebels, who were so deeply sensible of their 
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real iriterosis, tluiL they maintained strict discipUne, and Aiiaatasius, ’whose 
•weakness gave little confidence to his followers, consented to resign the 
empire to ThcoclosUiaj and to retire into a monastery, that he might secure 
an amnesty to all liis frionds. Theodosius was distinguished by many good 
qualities, but on the throno he proved r perfect cipher, and his reign is only 
remarkable as affording a. pretext for the assumption of the imperial dignity 
by Leo III, called the Isaiirian. This able and enterprising officer, per¬ 
ceiving that the critical times rendered the empire the prize of any man 
who had talents to seize, and power to defend it, placed himself at the 
head of the troops in Asia Minor, nssumed the title of emperor, and soon 
compelled Tiieodosius to quit the throne and become a priest. 

During the period which elapsed between the death of Pleraclius and the 
accession of Leo, the few remains of Homan principles of administration 
which liad lingered in the imperial court, were gradually extinguished. 
The long-cherishcd hope of restoring the nneiont power and glory of the 
Homan Empire expired, and even tho aristocracy, which always clings the last 
to antiquated forms and ideas, no longer dwelt with conMence on the mem¬ 
ory of former days. Tho conviction that the empire liad undergone a great 
moral and political change, which severed tho future irrevocably from the 
past, though it was probably not fully understood, was at least felt and 
acted on both by tho people and tlie government. TJie sad fact that the 
sidoiidid light of civilisation which had illuminated tho ancient world had 
now bocomo as obaouro at ConBtniitiuoplo as nt Homo, Antioch, Alexandria, 
and Carthago was too ovident to bo longer doubted; the very twiliglit of 
antiquity had f<adcd into darkness. It is rather, however, tlio province 
of the antiquary than of tlio historian to collect all tho traces of this truth 
scattered over tho records of tho aoveiith century. 

Tlie diaorganiaatiou of tho Homan government at this period, and tho 
want of any iullucuco over tho court by tho Greek nation, are visible in the 
choice of the persons who occupied the imperial throno after the extinction 
of the family of Hemalias. They woi\3 eolocted by accident, aiid iovenii 
were of foreign origin, who did not even look upoji thoinselvea ns cither 
Greeks or Romans. Philippious was an Armenian, and Leo III, whose 
roign opens ii new era in Eastern history, was an Isaurian, On the throno 
he proved that lio was deslituto of any attachment to Romau political 
inatitutions, and any respect for the Greek ecclesiastical establishment. It 
was by the force of liis talents, and by his able direction of the state and of 
the army, that ho succeoded in seouring his family on the Byzantine throne ; 
for ho unquestionably placed himself in direct hostility to the feelings and 
opinions of his Greek and Roman subjects, and transmitted to his successors 
a coiite.st between tlio imperial power and the Grcelt nation concerning 
picture worship, in wliicli tho very oxistcnco of Greek nationality, civilisa¬ 
tion, and religion, bccaino at last compromised. From the eonimencement 
of tho icoiioolaslio contest, the history of tho Greeks assumes a new aspect. 
Their civilisation, and their connection with tho Byzantine Empire, become 
linked with the policy and fortunes of the Etmtern church, and ecclesiastical 
alTaira obtain a supremacy over all social and political considerations in 
their minds. 

Tho geographical extent of the empLro at the time of its transition from 
tho Homan to the ByzaiiLino Emjiire affords evidence of tho influence which 
tlie territorial chaiigGS produced by the Saraeeu conquests exercised in 
conferring political importance on the Greek i*ace. The frontier towards 
the Saracens of Syria coramenoed at Mopsuostia in Cilicia, the last fortress 
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of tlic Arab power. It ran along ihc chains of mounts Amanus aiul Taiirua 
to the mountainous cli.striot to tho north of Etle&sa and NisibiSj oallcd) after 
the time of Justinian, tho Fourth Armenia, of wliicli MarL 3 u-opolis was tlm 
capital. It then followed nearly the aiioient limits of the einpirc until it 
reached the Black Sea, a short distance to the east of Trebi/.ond. On tho 
northern shores of the Euxine, Cherson was now the only city that acknow¬ 
ledged the supremacy of the empire, retaining at tho .same liino all its wealth 
and commerce, with the numicipal privileges of a free city. In Europe, 
Mount Htemus formed the barrier again.st the Bulgarians, while the moun¬ 
tainous ranges whieli bound Macedonia to the northwest, and encircle the 
territory of Dyrrhaoliium, were regarded as the limits of the free Slavonian 
states. It is true that largo bodies of Slavonians had ponetriitcd to tlio 
south of this line, and lived in Greece niid reloponncsus, but not in 
the same independent condition with reference to tho imperial administra¬ 
tion as thoir northern brethren of the Servian family. 

Islria, Venice, and the cities on the Dalmatian coast, still acknowledged 
ilio supremacy of the empire, thougli their distant position, thoir oomnicrcial 
connections, and thoir religions feelings, wore all tending towards a linal 
separation. In tho centre of Italy, the oxarchalo of Kiivuniia still lield 
Rome in subjection, but liio pooiilo of Italy wero entirely iilicniatod from 
the political administration, wliich was now regarded by tliem ns purely 
Greek, and the Italians, with Rome before thoir 03 'os, could hardly admit 
tlio pretensions of the Greeks to bo regarded as tho logitmmlo ropro.SGnta- 
tives of tho Roman Empire. The lo.s 3 of nortliorn and central Italy was 
consequently an event in constant dangor of occurring; it would have 
required an able and energetic and just ^ovoviimeut to have roprcKsed the 
imtional feelings of the Italians, and coiicihatod their nllogianco. I’lio roiuli* 
fcion of the population of the south of Italy and of Sicily was very different. 
There tlio majoritv of the inhabitants were Greeks in language and ininincrs 5 
hut at this time the cities of Gmta (Caicta), Naples (Neapolis), Aimilli, and 
Sorrento CSurrentiiin), Iho district of Otranto, and tho peninsuhi to tho south 
of the ancient Sybavis, now called Calabria, wore tho only parts whieli re¬ 
mained under the Byzantine government. Sicily, thougli it had begun to 
suffer from tho incursions of tho Suraecns, was still iiopiilnus and wealthy. 
Sardinia, the last possession of tho Greeks to tho westward of Italy, was 
conquered by the Saracens about this time (711 A.i).),c 
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With tho acsccssion of Leo Die Isaurian to U)e throne of Constantinople 
a new era opoiia in tho hiaioi-y of tho Eastern Empire. Tlie progress of 
society had been deliberately opposed by imperial legislation. The legisla- 
tora of the oinpive woro persnacled that each order and profession of its oiti- 
zens should be hxod by hereditary succession, and an attempt had been made 
to divide the poimlation into castes. But the political laws not only impov¬ 
erished but depopulated the empire, and threatened the dissolution of the 
very elements of socioty. Under their operation the We.stern Empire became 
the prey of tho smaller northern nations, and tho Eastern Empii'S was on tlie 
verge of being overrun by the Saracen iiivuders.a 

Loo III mounted the throno, and under his government tlie empire not 
only ceased to decline, but even began to regain nnioh of its curly vigour, 
lleformcd modifications of tho old Roman authority developed new energy 
in tho empii'O. Great political reforms, and still greater changes in tho con¬ 
dition of tlie people, mark tlio eighth century ns an epoch of tmiisition. 

When Leo III was proclaimed emperor, it seemed ns if no human power 
could save Constaiitinoplo fi'oni falling as Rome had fallen. The Saracens 
cousidcived the sovoreignty of every land in which any remains of Roman 
civilisation survived, as within their grasp. Loo, an Isauriand and an icono- 

[* Isftmia is an obsolete name r&fcrring to a GIstriot In Asia Rliiioi* bouiideel by Cilicia, 
Lycaonln, Phrygm, aiul Pisldin. Tho region Tvaa cold and ru^d .iikI the Isaurmna accordingly 
iiulepondenl and fond of laids. In 76 jj.c., the Homan proconsul, I’. Serviliua, brought them to 
terms and received tho opithefc Isauriciis, but the Homans were cvcntiiRlly glad to grant them 
freedom in return for peace, Justinian claimed to have Bubdiied them. Two emperors came 
from Isaurin, Zeno (474-406) and tho epoch-making Loo. 

IToi'Ubovgi'' says that Leo was called Isnnriaii “probably from the nativity of h(a parents,” 
and thinks lio was “ born about 076 at Gormanlola, on tho borders of Cappadocia, Aimeuia, and 
Syria,” whence ho was taken to Mcsembrla In Tlinico by Ids parents after the Arab bir/ision. 
K Schenk ,0 however, says, “I employ tho epithet consecrated by the error of centuries, 
although Loo wtis sprung from Gormanlola, ami tliereforo is a Syrian “ Gelzerd nccoidlrigly 
calls Loo “ tho Syrian (Isantlan) omperor.” Ho calls the accession of Leo “ a moment of true 
world-historical meiiiilng ”] 
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clast, consequently a foreigner fliul jv heretic, asGoiulocl llio throne of Con. 
stantiiie and arrested the victorious oai-eer of tho Mohammedans. He tiieii 
rcoi-ijanised tlio whole administraiion so completely in accordanco with the 
new exigencies of Eastern nocioty, that iho rofonnod empire outlived for 
manv centuries every governmont contemporary with its Qstabli.slimont. 

The Eastern Roman Empire, tluis reformed, is called hy niodoni Ijiato- 
rians the Byzantine Empire j and tho term is woll dovi.scd to mark tho 
changes effected in tho govornmont, after the extinction of the hist traces of 
the imlilary monarchy of ancient Roura. Tho social condition of tho iuhah- 
itanta of the Eastern Empue had already uiidovgono a ciousldcirablo change 
during the century which elapsed from tho acccs.siou of llcracliiis to that of 

change created a new phase in fclie Roman Eiupiro. I’lio gradual 
progress of this olianga has led some writers to dale tho oomraoncement of 
tlie Byzantine Empire as early aa tho reigna of Zeno and Anaslaaiua, and 
others to descend so late os the times of Maurice tuul IIoracliiiH.^ But as tho 
Byzantine Empire was only a contimiutiou of the Roman govoriimont under 
a reformed system, it seems most correct to date iU oonimoncoment from the 
period when the now social aud political inodiPicationa produced a visible 
effect on the fato of the Eastern Empire. This period is markocl by the 
acceesion of Leo the Isaurian. 

Tlie administrative system of Romo, as modifiod by Constantino, con¬ 
tinued in operation, though subjected to frequout reforms, until Constanti¬ 
nople was stormed by tho oruanders, and the (ireok church onshivcd by papal 
domination. Tho general council of Nicjoa, and tho dedication of tbo irapo- 
rial city, with their concomitant legislative, administrative, aud judicial insti¬ 
tutions, engendered a succession of political measures, wIkkso direct relations 
were uninterrupted until tcrminatecT by foreign conquest. The government 
of Great Britain has undergone greater changes during tlio hist throe eonLii- 
ries than that of the Eastern Empire during ino nine centuries which elapsed 
from the foundation. o£ Conatantmoplo in 330, to its conquest hi 1204. 

Yet Leo HI 1ms strong olaim.s to bo regarded as tho first of a now series 
of emperors. Ho was Uio founder of a dynasty, tho saviour of Constanti¬ 
nople, and the reformer of tho church and state. Ho was tho first Oliristian 
sovereign who arrested tlio torrent of Mohummotlan coucjuohL; ho improved 
the condition of his subjects j ho attempted to purify thoir religion from tho 
superstitious rcminisceiicos of Hellenism, with which it was still dobasod, 
and to stop the development of a qunsi-klolatry in tlio orthodox chui'ch, 
Nothing can. prove moro decidedly tho right of liis empire to assnino a now 
name than the contrast presented by the condition of its inliabiiautg to that 
of the aubjecta of the preceding dynasty. TJu<W tho Buoceasora of Iloracliua, 
the Roman Empire preaents the spoctaclo of a dcoliniug society, and its 
thinly peopled provinces were exposed to tlic intrusion of foreign coloni.sta 
and hostile invaders. But, nndov Leo, society offers an aspect of iniprove- 

Clinton 0 says, “ Tho empire of Konie, piopcvly ao ctvHoC, eniis at d70 a.u,,” winch is Iho 
Ihiid year ol Zeno, flumismatlsls, like Saulcy,/ pinco tho coinanoncomont oC Iho Tlyziintino 
Kmpiro in tho roign of Aiiastasiug I. Gibbon tf tolW ua, “ Tlboviua by tbo Ai abs, and ttivuvica by 
the Italians, are distinguifiliert ns tlio fiist of tho Greek Cieaai's, as tho foimrlorfl of a now 
dynasty anil crapivo. Tho siioal roToltiUoTi was accoinpUsbcd bolovo Ibo doiith of iloiaolliis 
niiry,^ on llio other band, veltoinently donios tho justice of ushiR tho word “UyKiuitluo ” nt ull, 
saying *'no Hyzanlhio Einpiio over began to exist; tho Bomaii ISmpJro did Jiot come to an end 
until HoS lie accordingly clings to the oxpreswlon " lAtor Rounui Kinpivn.” Nono tbo loss, 
sitico 1'inlay» finds tlio woid Ilyzantino a oonvcnlont torin anti places its proptir hcgliiniiig lioro, 
and since so many other blstotians old find new hnvo given tho woid nutliovItVi it iiiny woU bo 
allowed to stand.] 
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nient and prosperUy ; tJio old population I'evivos from its lethargy, and soon 
increases, botli in number and strength, to such a degree as to drive back all 
intruders on its territories. In the records of human civilisaiion, Leo the 
Isaurian must always ocuupy ii high position, as a type of what the central 
power ill a state can effect even in a declining empire. 

Thus after the accession of Leo III, a new condition of society is appar¬ 
ent; and though many old political evils continued to exist, it becomes evi¬ 
dent that a greater degree of personal liberty, as well as greater security for 
property, was henceforth guaranteed to the mass of the inhabitants of the 
empire. Indeed, no otlicr government of which history has preserved the 
records, unless it be that of Ohina, lias secured equal advantages to its sub¬ 
jects for so long a period. The empires of the caliphs and of Charleniagne, 
though historians have celebrated their praises loud^, cannot, in their best 
days, compete with the administration organised by Leo on this point; and 
both sank into ruin while tho liyzautino Empire continued to flourish in full 
vigour. It must be confessed that eminent historians present a totally dif¬ 
ferent picture of Byzantine history to their readers. Voltaire speaks of it 
as a worthless repertory of declamation and miracles, disgraceful to the 
human mind. Even the sagacious Gibbon,after enumerating witli just 
pule tho extent of his labours, adds: “Eroni these considerations, I should 
have abandoned without regret the Greek sluvos a3id their servile liistorians, 
had I not rofleotod that tho fate of the Byzantine monarchy is passively 
connected witli tho most spiendicl and important revolutions which have 
oliaiiged the state of tlio world. 

Tlio history of tho Byzantine Empire divides itself into three periods, 
strongly marked by distinct characteristics. 

The first period comiiicncos with tho reign of Leo III in 716, and ter¬ 
minates with that of Michael III in 867. It comprises tlie whole history of 
the prodomiiiance of tho iconoclasts in the established church, ajid of the 
reaction which reinstated tho orthodox in power, It opens with the efforts 
by which Loo and the people of tho cmpii’o saved the Homan law and the 
Christian religion from the conquering Saracens. It enibraceB a long and 
violent fltrngglo between tho govoriimonb and the people, the omperors seek¬ 
ing to increase tlio central power by annihilating every local franchise, and 
even the right of private opinion, among their subjects. The contest con¬ 
cerning znnige worship, from tho prcvalonco of ecolGsiastical ideas, became 
the expression of this struggle. Its object was as much to consolidate the 
supremacy of the imperial authority, ns to purify the practice of the church. 
The emperors wished to consUiuto themselves tlio fountains of ccolesiastioal 
as completely as of civil legislation. 

The long and bloody wars of this period, and the velienient character of 
tlie sovereigns who filled the throne, attract the attention of those who love 
to dwell on tho roniaiiUc fads of history. Unfortunately, the biographical 
skotchea and individual characters of tho heroes of those ages lie concealed 
in the dullest ohroiiicleg. But tho true historical feature of this memorable 
period is the aspect of a declining empire, saved by tho moral vigour devel¬ 
oped in society, and of tho central authority struggling to restore national 
prosperity. Kover was such a succession of able sovereigns seen following 
one another on any other throne. The stern iconoclast, Leo the Isaurian, 
opens the lino as the second founder of the Eastern Empire. His son, tho 
fiery Constantine, who was said to prefer the odour of the stable to the per¬ 
fumes of his palaces, replanted the Christian standards on the banks of the 
Euphrates. Irene, the beautiful Athenian, presents a strange eoinbination 
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of taleot, l,eart!esaneoo, .oiid orthodoxy. Tho fmanco imnlotor Nicoplicros, 


witli native Plu-ygian accent^ became the founder of an imponal ^lynasty, 
destined to be extinguished by a Slavonian groom, l ie aocomplisbea ihe- 
oiiliiJus lived in an age of romance, 1)otli in action and liLoratiii’C. Ihs son, 
Michael, the last of the Amonan family, was tho only coiitoinptiblo prince 

ot Ibis period, Jina ho was oorlinnly the 

t inoat dospieablft buffoon that ovor occu¬ 
pied a throne. 

The second period oomincucOvS with 
the reign of Basil 1 in 8G7, and tenni- 
uaics with tho doposition of Illiclmcl VI 
ill 1057. During two centiirios the iiu- 
r. pcrial sceptre was retained by inomboi’H 
of tho linsilian family, or held by those 
* who shared thoir throne ns guardians 
or husbands. At tliia timo the Hyvan- 
tvno Empire atUviued its highest pilch 
i of extoruttl power and uiloriial prospor- 
ity. Tho Saraeons woro pursued into 
the plains of Syria, Antioch and Edcssa 
wei*e reunited to tho enipiio. Tho Bul¬ 
garian monaroliy was coiKpiercd, and 
tlie Danube became again tlio jiorLhoru 
frontier. The Slavonians in Grocco 
were almost exiernunated. i^yzautino 
cotnmcrce llUed the whole Modilcrra- 
neau, and IcgiLimatcd the gUuiu of the 
emperor of Constantinoplo to tho title 
of “autocrat of tlie Moditcrr[inoaii Sea.” 
• ' But tho real glory of this puriotl oniisirttH 

A bvzaktine beasant ln tho power of the law. liospoet for 

tho adiniiiislnitiou of justice iiervaded 
aoeiety more generally than it had ever done at any prcooding period of tho 
history of the ^Yovld — a fact which seems to have been completely over¬ 
looked by some of our greatest lustoriaua, though it is aU-importaut in tho 
history of huniaii civilisation. 


A Bvzaktine Beasant 


The third period extends from the accesaiou of Is[mo I (ConincnuH) in 
1057, to the conquest of the Bjsautiuo Empire by ilio cvuffaders, in 120-1, 
This is the true period of decline and fall of tho Eustorn Enipiro. It com¬ 
menced by a rebellion of the great nobles of Asia, who clTcctcd an inlornal 
revolution in the Byzantine Empire by -wrenGliing tho administration out 
of the hands of Avell-trained officials, and destroying tho rospunsibility 
created by a systematic procedure, A despotism BUpported by porsoual 
influence soon ruined tho scientific fabric whicli hud previously upheld tho 
imperial power. The people were ground to tho earth by a fisoal rapacity, 
oyer wlucli the sifiendour of tho house of Comuemia tlirow.s a thin veil. 
The wealtli of the empire was dissipated, its jirospority dcstroyod, tlio ad¬ 
ministration of justice corrupted, and tho central nuLliorUy huit all coiitml 
CYGi* the population, when almnd of 20,000 adveiituror.s, iiiiiskod as crusadci'H, 
put an end to the Roman Empire of the East. 
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Liio III (Leo the Isaurian), 717-741 a.d. 

Loo was rahod io iho thi'oiw^ tho empiro inis Clireaiened with 
immecUaLQ ruin. Six emperors had been dethroned within the space of 
twenty-one years. Of these, four perished by i]ie hand of the public 
executioner, one died in obscurity, after being deprived of sight, and the 
other was only allowed to end liia days peacefully in a monastery because 
Leo felt the imperial scepbro firmly fixed in Ida own grasp. Every army 
assembled to encounter tlio Saracens had broken out into rebellion. Tho 
Bulgarians and Slavonians wasted Europe up to tho walls of Coii.stanti- 
noplc; the Saracons ravaged the whole of Asia Minor to the shores of the 
Bosporus. 

Aniorium Avas tho principal city of the theme Anatolicum, The caliph 
Siilcimau had sent ]ii.g brollmr, Moslemah, with a numerous army, to coin- 
plotc the conquest of the Roman Empiric which appeared to ho an enterprise 
of no extraordinary dilfioulty, and Amorium was besieged by tho Saracons. 
Loo, who eoniintuided the Byzantine troops, required some lime to concert 
the oporatioiis by which ho hoped to raise the siege. To gain the neces¬ 
sary delay, he opened negotiations with the invaders, and, under the pretext 
of h5sle?d;jg the conehi^^ion of tJie treaty, ho visited tha S>miooj 2 general 
engaged in the siege with an escort of only five hundred horse. The Sara¬ 
cens wei ’0 invited to .suspend their attacks until the decision of ^foslomah, 
Avho wns at the head of another division of the Mohammedan army, could 
bo known. 

In an interview Avliioh took place with tho bishop and principal inhabit¬ 
ants of Amorium, relating to the proffered terms, Loo coninvecl to exhort 
them to continue tlieir defence, and assured them of speedy succour. The 
besiegers, nevertheless, pressed forward their approaclics. Leo, afLor his 
interview with tho Amoriana, proposed that llie Saracen general should 
accompany him to tho headquarters of Moslemah. TJio Saracen readily 
agreed to an arranffomont Avhicli avouUI enable him to deliver so impor¬ 
tant a liostag'O to the oommander-in-cliief. The Avary Tsaiirinn, who Avell 
knew tliat ho Avould bo closely watched, Imd mude his plan of escape, On 
roaeliing a narrow dofilo, from which a cross-road led to the advanced posts 
of his own army, Leo suddenly drew his sabre and attacked the Saracens 
about his person 5 Avhilo hie guards, avIio avoio i>rcpared for tho signal, easily 
opened a Avay tliroiigh the two thousand hostile eavaliy of the escort, and all 
reacliod the Byzantine cami) in safety. Leo’s subsequent military disposi¬ 
tions and diplomatic negotiations induced the enemy to raise the siege of 
Amorium, and tlie grateful inhabitants united Avith tho army in saluting him 
emperor of the Romans. But iu bis arrangements with kloslemuh, he is 
acou.sed by his enemies of having agreed to Goiidition.s which facilitated the 
further progros.s of the Mohammedans, in order to securo his own march to 
Constantinople. On this march he was met by the son of Theodosius III, 
Avhom lio defeated. Theodosius re-signed liis crown, and retired into a mon¬ 
astery ; ^ wliile Leo made his triumifiial entry into tho capital by the Golden 
Gate, and was crowned by the patriarch iu the church of Sophia on tho 25th 
of March, 717. . . 

The position of Lea continued to be one of extreme difficulty. lU0 
caliph Suleiman, who luul seen one private adventurer succeed the other 
in quick succession on the imperial throne, doomed the moment favourable 

1 Tlit-odosina omtea his Ufo at Epliesu*«, where lie was tuiied in tlio cliiu-cliof St. Tlillip He 
oi’clerccl tlifu, hi^j Lomtstoiio sliouUl Tieai no inscription hut tho woici ITKIA (IleaUli). 
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for tlie final conquest oi the Christians; and, roiiiforcin^r Iiis brollier’s army, 
he ordered him to lay siege lo Conataiitiiioiilo. The Saracen Empire had 
now readied its greatest extent. From the bniilcs of llie Silinii and the 
Indus to the shores of the Atlantic in Mniirctauia and Spain, the orders 
of Suleiman were implicitly ohoyecl. The recent conqnosU of Spain in 
the West, and of Fergana, Kashgar, and Sind in the East, had animated 
the confidcnco of the Mohammedans to such a degree that no ontorpriso 
appeared difficult. The army Moslemali led against Constiiiitiuoplo was 
the best-appointed that had ever attacked ilio Cliristians; it consisted of 
eighty tiiousand warrior.s. The caliph announced his intention of taking 
tile lield in person with additional forces, should the capital of the Christians 
offer a protracted resistance to the arms of Islam. Tlio wholo expedition is 
said to have employed 180,000 men ; and tho number docs nob appear to be 
greatly exaggerated, if it be supposed to include tho sailors^ of tho fleot and 
tlie reinforcements which reached the camp before ConsfcanUnojilo. 


THE SIEGE OF CONSTANTINOPLE (717-718 A.PO 

Mosleinali, after capturing Pergamus, inarchod to Abydos, whero ho was 
joined by the Saracen fleet. lie then transported his army across tho Hel¬ 
lespont, and, inaroliiiig along tho shore of tho PropouliH, invested Loo in 
Ills capital both by land and sca.^ Tho strong walls of Constantinople, tho 
engines of defence with which Roman and Greek art ]iad covered ilio ram¬ 
parts, and the skill of the Byzantine ongineora, rendered every attompi to 
carry the place by assault hopeless, so that tho Saracens wore compcdled 
to trust to tho effect of a strict blockade for gaining possession of tlic city. 
They surrounded their camp with a deep ditch, and sirongbhoned it with a 
strong dike. Mosleinah then sent out largo dotachmonts to collect forage 
and destroy the provisions which might otherwise find their way into the 
besieged city. The presence of an active enemy and a populous city required 
constant vigilance on tho part of a groat iiortion of his land forces. 

The Saracen fleet consisted of eighteen Imndrod vosscls of wav and trans¬ 
ports. Ill order to form the blockade, it was divided into two squadrons; 
one was stationed on the Asiatic coast, in tho porle of Euiropius and AnLhi- 
mus, to prevent supplies arriving from the Arclupohigo; the other occupied 
the base in the European shore of the Bosporus above tlio point of Galatii, in 
order to cub off all conimunicabion with tho Black Sea and tho cities of Chor- 
son and Trebizond. The first naval oiigagomeiit took placo as the fleet was 
taking up its position within the Bosporus. Tho ourrent, rendered inipotu- 
oiis hy a change of wind, threw the heavy ships and transports into confu¬ 
sion. riio besieged directed some firo-sliipa against tho crowded vessels, 
and succeeded in burning several, and driving othora on shore uiidor tho walls 
of ConstantinoplG. The Saracen admiral, Suleiman, confident in tho number 
of his yemaining ships of war, resolved lo avougo liia partial doFoat hy a ooin- 
pleto victory. He placed one hundred chosen Arabs, in ooinplclo armour, 
in each of his best vessels, and, advancing to tho walls of Constantinople, 
made «i vigorous attempt to enter tho placo hy assault, as it was ontorod long 
alter by Doge Dandolo. Leo Avas well prepared to repulse tho uttaok, and, 
under Ins e^qjerienced guidance, the Arabs were completely dofoaLod. A num¬ 
ber of the Siiraceu ships were burned by the Greek flro which tho besieged 

fi Ttiia was iii August, 717, nccoraing to western nuUiovitlosj Lliougli the Arabs set It tu 710.] 
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launched from their walls. After this defeat, Suleiman withdrew tho Euro¬ 
pean squadron of his fleet into the Sosthenian bay. 

Tho besiegers encamped before Constantinople on the iStli of August, 
717. The caliph Suleiman^ died before he was able to send any reinforeoments 
to his brother. The winter proved nmiaually severe. The country all round 
Constantinople remained covered with deep snow for many weehs. The 
greater part of the horses and camels in the camp of Moslonmh perislied; 
numbers of the best soldiers, accustomed to the mild winters of Syria, died 
from having neglected to take the requisite precautions against a northern 
climate. TJie difficulty of procuring food ruined ilie discipline of the troops. 
TJiese misfortunes -were increased by tho untimely death of tlie admiral, Sulei- 
maii. In the meantime, Leo and tho inhabitants of Constantinople, having 
made the necessary preparations for a long siege, passed the winter in secur¬ 
ity, A fleet, fitted out at Alexandria, broiiglit supplies to Moslemali in the 
spring. Four hundred transports, escorted by men-of-war, sailed past Con¬ 
stantinople, and, entering the Bosporus, took up their station at Kalos Agros. 
Another fleet, almost equally numerous, arrived soon after from Africa, and 
anchored in the bays on tho Bithynian coast. Tiiese positions rendered the 
current a protection against the fire-ships of tho garrison of Constantinople. 
The orews of the now transports were in great part composed of Christians, 
and tho weak condition of Moslemalfls army filled them with fear. JIaiiy 
conspired to desert, Seizing the boats of tlieir respective vessels during the 
night, numbers escaped to Constantinople, where they informed the emperor 
of the exact disposition of tho whole Saracen force. Leo lost no time in tak¬ 
ing advantage of the enemy’s embarrassments. Fire-ships were sent with a 
favourable wind among tho transports, while ships of war, furnished with 
engines for throwing Greek Are, incrensed the confusion. This bold attack 
was successful, and a part of the naval force of the Saracens was destroyed. 
Some flliips foil ft prey to tlio flames, some w'ere (biven on shore, and some 
were captured by tho Byzantine squadron. 

Tlio blockade was now at an end, for Moslomah’e troops were dying from 
want, while tlio besieged wero living in plenty; but the Saracen obslhmtel^ 
persisted in maintaining possession of Ins oamp in Europe. It was not until 
ins foraging parties wero repeatedly out off, and all tho beasts of burden were 
consunied as food, tliafc ho consented to allow the standard of the prophet to 
retreat before tho Christians. The remains of liis army were embarked in 
tlio relics of tlio fleet, uhd on the 16th of August, 718, IVfoslemah raised the 
siege, after rumiiig one of tho finest armies tho Saracens ever assembled, by 
obstinately persisting in a liopeless undertaking. I’lie troops were landed 
at ProconnesuB, and niarchecl back to Damascus, through Asia Minor; but 
the fleet oncounterod a violent storm iu passing through the Aroliipelago. 
Tho dispersed ships wore pursued by the Greeks of the islands, and so many 
wGi’O lost or captured that only five of the Syrian aquadron returned home. 

Few military details concerning Leo’s defence of Constantinople have 
been preserved, but there can be no doubt that it was one of the most brill¬ 
iant exploits of a warlike ago. 

Tho vanity of Gallic writers has magnified the success of Charles Martel 
over a plundering expedition of the Spanish Arabs into a marvellous victory, 
and attributed tho deliverance of Europe from tlie Saracen yoke to the valour 
nf tlio Fninlcs. A veil has boen thrown over the talents and courage of Leo, 
a soldier of fortune, just seated on the imperial throne, wlio defeated the 

^^1 On tlis Sill o£ October, according to Thoopbanes.^] 
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lonjj-pUuincd schemes of conquesL of the caliplis \Yelicl and Suleiman. It is 
uiifortiiiiate tliat wo have no laaurian literature." 

The woiicl-liistorical importance of this event cannot ho too highly 
esteemed. TJic Arabian onslaught had reached its climax. Byzantium, and 
its emperor who had tlirown it off, had rescued Christianity and Western 
civilisation. Blid to-day in the Acathistus-hymn the orthodox, church thunks 
tlie three great lieroes HeraeVins, Constantine IV, and Leo III for the rescues 
from the Avara, the Persian, and the Arab dangers. 

Tlic catastrophe of Moslomali’a army, and the state of iiie caliphate dur¬ 
ing the reigns of Omar II and Yazid II, relieved the empire from all iuiine- 
diate danger, and Leo was enabled to jiursue his sclieiucs for reorganising 
tile army and defending his dominions against future invasions, [i-lio war 
was languidly carried on for some years, and the Saracens were gradually 
expelled from most of their conquests be 3 ^ond Mount Taurus, In tlio year 
720, Leo was embarrassed by seditions and rebellions, caused by Ins decrees 
against imago-worship. Hisham seized the opportunity, and sent two 
poweiful armies to invade tlio empire. Ciesarcti was taken by Moalomah; 
wliile another army, under Moawyah, pushing forward, laid siege to Niaasn. 
Leo was well pleased to see the Saracens consume tlieir resources in uttnek' 
ing a distant fortress j but fchougli they were repulsed before Niemu, they 
retreated without sorioug loss, carrying off immenso plunder. Tlio plunder¬ 
ing excui’siona of the Arabs were frequently renewed by land and sea. In 
one o£ these expeditions, the celebrated Sul-av-Baltal earned off an individual 
who was set up by tUo Saracens as a pretender to the Byzantine throne, 
under the pretext that he was Tiberius, the son of Justinian II. Two sons 
of the caliph appeared more than once at the head of tho invading armies. 
In the year 789 tiie Saracen forces poured into Asia Minor in immensQ num- 



An Eiain-ir Ckkiuky Gai,lbt 


bers, with all their early 
energy. Leo, who luul 
taken the command of tlio 
Byzantine army^ accom¬ 
panied by his ‘son Con* 
Btantino, marched to moot 
Sid-al-Ihittal, whoso great 
fame renclevod him Iho 
most dangerous enemy. 
A battle took phieo at 
Acroinon, in tho Anatolic 
theme, in whicli tlio Sara¬ 
cens were totally defeated. 
Tho valiant Sid, tlio most 
renowned champion of Is- 
lamism, perished on tho 
fiekl’, biU tho fame of his 
exploits has iillcd many 
voliimea of Movslem ro- 


soiiiG of t)ie tales tliiit hnve adorned the nioinorir of’tlm ridTr^,/- 
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Leo's victorios over llio Moliammoilans wore an indispensable step to the 
eatablislimont of his personal .autlioritiy. Bui tlio measures of administrative 
Aviacloin which rendered his reign a new era in Uomaii history, are its most 
important feature in the anuiils of the Imnian race. 


REVOIiT AGAINST LEO 

The whole policy of Loo’s reign has boon estimated by his ecclesias¬ 
tical reforms. Tliese have boon severely judged by all historians, and thej^ 
appear to have oiioouiitored a violent opposition from a large portion of his 
eubjGCts, 'Fho gonoral diaaalisfaction has preserved sufficiout authentic in- 
formation to allow of a candid examination of the merits and errors of his 
policy. 

Loo commenced his ecclesiastical reforms in the 5 ^ear 726, by an edict 
ordering all pictures in churolies to bo placed so high as to prevent the people 
from kissing ihQm,^ and prohibiting prostration before these symbols, or any 
act of public worship being addressed to them. Against this modemto edict 
of the emperor, the patriarch Germanus and the pope Gregory II made 
strong roprosenfcaiiona. The despotic principles of Leo\ iidministration, and 
the severe mouaures of contralisatioii wliieh he enforced as the means of 
reorganising the public service, cveatod many additional enemies to hig gov¬ 
ernment, ns is liereaftcr more fully shown. 

The robcllioii of the inhabitants of Greece, wliich occurred in tlie year 
727, seems to have originated in a dissatisfaction witli the fiscal and ndinin- 
islrutivo rofovnis of Leo, to which local circiimatances, unnoticed bj^ liistori- 
aiis, gave peculiar violcuco, and which the edict against image-worship fanued 
into a flame. The uunuimiby of all clnssca, and the violence of the popular 
'/eal in favour of their local inivilegea and suporstitioiis, suggested the hope 
of dethroning Loo, and placing a Greek on the tlirone of Constantinople. A 
naval expedition, composed of the imperial fleet in the Cyclades, and attended 
by an army from the couiinont, was fitted out to attack the capital. Agalli- 
iiiius, who cominiuidod the imperial forces stalioiiod to watoh the Slavonians 
settled in Greece, was placed at the head of the army destined to assail the 
conr|uoror of the Saracens. The name of the new emperor was Cosmas. In 
the month of April the Greek fleet appeared before Constantinople. It soon 
appeared that the Greeks, confiding in the goodnoss of their cause, had 
greatly overrated their own valour and strength, or strangely overlooked 
the resources of the iconoclasts. Leo met the fleet aa it approached his 
capital, and compiletely defeated it. Agallianiia, with the spirit of a hero, 
when ho saw the utter ruin of the enterprise, plunged fully armed into the 
soa rather than surrender. Coamas was taken prisoner, with another loader, 
and immediately beheaded. Loo, liowover, treated the mass of the prisoners 
with mildness. 

The opposition Leo onconntered only conlirmod him in hia persuasion 
that it was iiidisjJGiiSiibly nocessoiy to increase tlio power of tlie central gov¬ 
ernment in the provinces. As ho was sincerely attached to the oinnions of 
the iconoclasts, ho was led to connect lus ecclesiastical reforms with his politi¬ 
cal nioasnres, and to jjursno both with additional zeal. In order to secure 
the active supj^oi't of all the oflicors of the administration, and exclude all 
imag0-worshi2)pci’s from power, he convoked an assomblj'^, called a silentium, 

[1 Accovfllnp to Ilofflle »»»thin cottinionly accepted stateraent is not true, since Lco'b fiisb order 
•was the Lulal abolition of Images.] 
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consisting of tlio senators and tlie liigliest functionaries in tho cliiiroh aiitl 
state. In this solemn manner it ma decreed tliftt images were to bo removed 
from all the churches throughout the empire. , . ^ ^ i. 

Grj' 0 "ory II sent Leo strong representations against lus first edicts on the 
subject of ini age-worship, and after the sileiitium he repeated these ropreseiita- 
tioiis, and entered on a more decided course of opposition to the oiuporor’s 
ecclesiastical reforms, being tlien convinced that there was no liopo of Leo 
abaiicloiiing his heretical opinions. It seems that Italy, like the rest of the 
empire, bad escaped in some degree from the oppressive burden of imperial 
taxation during the anarchy that preceded Leo’s election. But tho defeat 
of the Saracens before Constantinople had been followed by the re-establish- 
inent of the fiscal system. To overcome tho opposition now made to tho 
financial and ecclesiastical refoims, tho exarch Paul was ordered to inarch to 
Home and support Mai'imis, the duke, who found himself unable to contend 
against the papal influence. 

The whole of central Italy hurst into rebellion at this demonstralio]! 
again.st its civil and religious interests. Tho exarch was compelled to shut 
iuinself up in Haveuim j for the cities of Ital 3 s instead of obeying tho imperial 
officers, elected magistrates of their own, on whom they conforrocl, in soino 
cases, the title of duke. Assemblies woro lield, and tho project of electing 
an emperor of the West was adopted; but the unfortunaio result of tlio 
rebellion of Greece damped tho courage of the Italians] and lliongh a rebel, 
named Tiberius Petasiiis, really assumed the purple Tuscany, ho was 
easily defeated and slain by Eutychiiis, who succeeded Paul as exarch of 
Ravenna. Liutprancl, king of the Lombards, talcing advantage of theso dis¬ 
sensions, invaded the imperial territory, and gained possession of Ravenna; 
bub Gregory, who saw the necessity of saving tho country from tho Lom¬ 
bards and from anarchy, wrote to Ursus the duko of Tcnicc, one of liia 
warm partisans, and persuaded him to join Eutyohius. Tho Lombards wore 
defeated by the Byzantine troops, Ravenna was recovered, and Eutyclutis 
entered Rome with a victorious army. Gregory died in 701. Though ho 
excited tho Italian cities to resist tho imperial jiower, and approved of tho 
ineasui'es they adopted for stoiiping tho remittance of their tuxes to Con¬ 
stantinople, ho docs not appear to have adopted any ineasnroa for declaring 
Rome iiidepanclent. 

From T‘i'6 A.D., tho city of Rome oiijoycd political independonco uiulor 
the guidance and protection of tho popes; but tlie officers of tlio Bysiautino 
emperors were allowed to reside in tho city, justice was publicly achninistorod 
by Byzantine judges, and the supremacy of tho Eastern Empire was still 
recognised. So completely, however, had Gregory III thrown off liia allo- 
giaiice, that he enteied into negotiations with Charles Martel, in ovdov to 
induce that powerful prince to take an active part in tho affairs of Italy. 
The pope was now a much more powerful personage than tho exarch of 
Ravenna, for the cities of central Italy, wliioh liad assumed tho control of 
their local gOYernmeiit, entrusted the conduct of their external political rela¬ 
tions to the care of Gregory, who thus held tho balance of power between 
the Eastern emperor and the Lombard king. In tho year 742, whilo Con- 
.stantine V, the son of Leo, was engaged with a civil war, the Lombnrd.y 
were on the eye of conquering Ravonua, but Pope Zacharius throw tho wholo 
of the Latin innueiice into the Byzantine scale, and enabled the exarch to 
maintain his position until tlie yaar 761, when Aiatulf, king of tlio Lom- 
Ravenna. The exarch retired to Naples, and the authority 
ot the Byzantine emperors in central Italy onded.^ 
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Leo HI died in 741.^ Ho was succeeded by his son Coiislaiitiiie V, called 
Copronymus, whom lie Jiacl crowned emperor in the year 720, and married 
to Irene, the daughter of tho Ichau of the Khazars, thirteen years later. 
Before proceeding with the later reigu.s, wo must pause to consider that 
great and bloody controversy which brought Christianity into contempt as 
idolatrous before the Mohammedans, and split tho church, or rather split 
the laity from tho church. It was tho laity which was non-idolatrous ; it 
was the cliuroh that clung to the sanctity and acUvo power of images and 
even of relics. The subjoct is considered at more length under the history 
of tlie papacy, but cannot bo omitted here, since it had its rise in that 
onlightenod and fearless Leo Isauricua, who dared to bo consistent even to 
the point of barbarity 


TUE ICONOCLASTS 

Since tho twelfth year of the Hegira (084 a.e.) the hand of Ishmael had 
lain heavily on the world, iievertheloaa the rod of tlie taskmaster had in 
certain respoots been useful to tho Byzantine Empire, especially in the in¬ 
terior. SenaelcHs despotism, carolcsa dissimulation, and utter incompetencB 
could not assert themselves for long on the throne. This resulted in a 
succession of brave soldiers ascondiiig the throne — Byzantine autocrats 
siuoo tho tiino of Islam had on an average reallj^ been strongor than their 
prodocossoi's — and in tho reigning fttmilioa rapidly detaolhng themselves. 
When one or tho other dynasty tended to the Merovingian typo, it only lasted 
for a short liino, Amongst the familios which under Islam wore tho crown of 
Byzantium, tho one founded by Leo Isauricus (717-741) occupied a prominent 
position; after .Tuatinian it was second in tho order of Byzantine dynasties. 

Leo Isauricus, a man of humblo birth, who rose from the rank of a coiU' 
moil soldier to that of a general, and his son Constantine V on whom party 
feeling bestowed tho opprobrious nickname of Copronymus, were brave men, 
but they reduced tho church and tho pooido to servitude as their predeoessors 
had done, and porliaps even moro ruthlessly, ns is proved by their ioonoclastio 
proceedings. Cortainly in the beginning of the agitation now in question, 
they ivero not wanting in n motive wbicli appeared just, and perhaps wns 
so for a time. In consoquenco of tho ierriblo oppression exercised by the 
government auihoriUes, and tho spiritual stagnation which generally arises 
from this source, tho Byzantine nation had grown accustomed to superficiality 
in religion and, as a oonsequonce, to a worship of images which reached a 
point at which Christianity eoeniod about to sink back into Hellenism, 

On this important mattor, which was frequently a source of great danger 
in tho course of tho centiu-y, Pope Grogoryl established an unalterable rule. 
Bishop Scronus of Massilia (Marseilles), having observed that many of his 
parishioners worshipped the images which had been brought into the oaihe- 
dral, cast tliom out and destroyed them. Gregory I commended the zeal with 
which Screnua had forbidden divine honours to bo paid to the work of human 
hands, but at tho same time censured him for having destroyed the images. 
He also referred to the reason given by other Fathers before him, and by 
Pauliniia of Nola in particular ; he writes, “tho churches are decorated with 
images so that tho.se who do not know the alphabet may see represented on 
tho wall that which they cannot read in the Seviptures,” 

Juno, 741. Ifl tho data usuallyftssigiied to Iieo’a doath, but Bury* tlilnlcs that TheophaiiGS.> 
inado a lulscalculatlon, and lio rcokoiis from a solar eolipaa IJafitor date, that Leo's dcatb 

actually ocoimcd m 740.] 
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Thia iy tlio rule oJ! ilic CaUiolio chnroh.— lUo plac-L's i>r worHlui) Iki 

decorated and these decomtiona respected. Woo bolide liini who layH lidiuls 
on tliGjn. Eut tlic iniiigo iniisi not bo inislakoii for lliiiL wlii(ili it roiirosoiiLa, 
it must not be treated as a thing divine. Bnt ticcording to roliablo hUU 

oxlaiii, the GreeJes of the eighth and ninth cenliiries di<l not (ionlino Lhem- 
selves Vitlun these liinita; they boeamo iconoduloa, as tlio iniijoriLy of Uioin 

jeniaiii to this day. , , . 

TJig abusQ just referred to aroused tho calcuIiiLing amlnLion of a very 
powerful and hostile neighbour, according to tho chroiiiolor TluKipluino.s. 
The caliph Ya'/id II, son of Abdul-Malik (720-721) succossor to (huiu' il, 
issued a decree that all iinage.s Bhould ho forcibly ro- 
inored from the Christian olmrchc.s of hw cnipiro. 

This ocGiivred hi 723, three years beforo Eoo Isnwriciw 
first prohibited the use of them. Up to that linio 
tlie Moslem ruler liad not interfored in tho worflliip 
of lua Christian subjechs, who had enjoyed without 
molestation the aajno rndvileges as tlio .lows. Tlie 
oonduot of Yazid, on tho contrary, gavo n.so in the 
idea that Iionoefortli the caliphs would treat iconolatry 
as idolatry, and tliab thoao who adliorod to tho praetiiJO 
would f.dl under his clispleasnro, whether within or 
beyond tho dominions of tho calipluito. I’lio above 
coinniand thoroforo contained a biddou declaration of 
war against tho Byiantiuo Empire. 

Such Ava9 the state of affairs when Leo laanriotiH 
determined to talc© the load and to wrest from tho 
horeditavy ©uomy of tho I3y7.anUno crown tlio woapona 
which he \vi8liocl to uso against it. In 720 ho is-suod 
bis first dooi'OG against images ; it was niodciuto in 
tone, prostration before them being alono prohlUitod. 

A few bishops, iiartisana of Leo, began to ronmvo tlm 
iniage.s from thoii’ cliiirohes. >711011 this 1 ) 00111110 Icnowu 
the people rebelled, but Leo subdued thorn l)y force. 

After this, uucIgi' Loo and imdor his son Ooiislan- 
tine Copvonymua (711-775), blow after blow was 
dealt. In 729 Leo siunmoned a coiiclnvo and in¬ 
vited tho patriarch Goriiiamis, a man who Iiad ulmoHt 
reached the exlvemo limit of Unman ago, to attend. 

A Lw was submitted ordoriiig that tho imagos slioiihl 
bo removed from all cluirclies and tho painted walls 
wliitQwashod. Whoii required to ratify it, the patvi- 
arcli declared he would rather resign his ollico. Jle 
was tnhcii at his word, oxilod to a neighhouriiigsiutu, and tlio viiciuit hco was 
conforred on tlio indesL Aiiaslaaius, a willing Uml. All bishoiw ul’ thi\ nv.dni 
^Yel'e obliged to submit to the now lawj tho few who roHisl-jMl iriirci deposi^d. 

Presontly no sacred linages wore to ho hocsu iii tho ohiirclK'.s or m uny 
oflier places. Over tho iron gates of tho iuqievua puhu'.(\ was a InMiulifid 
linage of Ghnsl, roinited to perform minicles, wliieh iyhh HiK'r.inlly reviu’oil. 
llLc emperor ordered its remuval. lllood was shod In tho oxi'isutuiii of ilii.s 
order. WJicn a soldier at Leo’s commund momUiKl nu tho eicHiUi auto, and 
was about to deal tho first blow at tho imugo,' tv crowd tif furious women 

[1 According to other accounts, ho actually amoto tho aUAuc tu Urn [ivflw thi’cnj Unu-ss. | 




fiJCO TIII3 ISAtrjtlAN TO tTOAMJCS ZtMISCES 


209 


1721 )- 7 S 7 A.l) ] 

/lung ilioiiHolveH upon liim, and pulled down tlio ladder on wliieli ho was 
isLaiuliiig. 'I'lio soldier fell to tlio gromul and was immediately murdorod hy 
tlio mot. Tlmruupnn tlui riotei'B riiBliwl to Uio arolihishop’s roaidence, bonfc 
on dcHli'oyiuK it, and on atoninpj Uio palriardi AuivatasLuH; bid the laUer fled 
to tlio imporiid ]iiil}\co, Mounwliilo Let) had lalcoii the nocessiiiy precautions: 
the body-^niai'd rnsluHl out mid altaekcd Lho insurgoiita j those wlio resisted 
Avoro Idlkjd or taken prisonciH. Loo laid gained the victory, and until his 
death in Tit, no ono dared to disturb tho public petico. 


ICOl^OOT.AaSt AF'l’Kll LKO 


Aflrr ]>oo\s doalh, conspiriioic.t broke nnl ngiiinst (Jonstantiiic, hl.s 
Huece.ssor. 'I’lioHO be (b'feiiU)d tliongh with tlidienlLy, iiiicl liiy diseovciy 
Ibat a )>ur(y in llio eliuvch, Uio I5yy,iiiifcino monks, woro 
duh'iiding tlm ancient custom with iiivinoiblo obatinnoy 
smd Uina supporting Inn adversaries, oluiiigod iii.s sLriigglo 
against ieonolatry into (5oa.solcHH strife wiili tlio momis- 
lorioH Hiid all otlioi* typical forms of Christianity, 
and with lho church itself nnd its inystoi’ios. 
blvoutB BuoU fts occurred at Urn tiino of tho 
Iteformatioii and iu Uio oightconth cciitiivy now 
took place, tl’lio intigislratus received orders to 
HUnjiims all inoiiHatorioa, miiny woro doinolishcd, 
others wore converted into Btnblos for tlio cavalry 
and cainpH for the infantry; tho fow Unit roninincd 
W(sre not allowed to rocoive novices. "L'lio expelled 
iiionlcH bad to lay u.side their distinctivo gni’l:) and 
drcHH like other people; tho onporor conipolled 
some to marry, uor did lio spare tlioni tho weapon 
of imlieule. On ono occaision he ciuised a lumi- 
bc‘r of inoiiks, ciicli loading n non by tho liancl, to 
march up and down tho hippodrome, wlioro tlioy 
woro mol by tho jeoas (d the ninlLiUido. 

Uiulcr tho iiilluoncG of Huch proceedings a 
jmcnliar spirit dovelopod in tlio court, which was 
comjxmcd not ^mly of soldiorH nnd officiala but also 
oC tlm weallby ami plcnnure-loviiig classofl, a spirit 
wbieli wo can only coinparo to tho fromnasonry of 
a later day, or (o tlio Havarinn illuminati of tho 
I’iglii couth century. 

T'ho throne was everything, tlio chnreli appar¬ 
ently midiiiig. hhir the .second iiino lho popedom of the UiCKara hadioa(died 
a (ilimay, net, us in the <lays nf .JuHtiniuii, niidor tho form of pbty, but under 
that of eiiligiiLcninent. Tho (ireok blHliops patiently boro their yoke, iUoro 
wove no more monks, liio glory of tlio empire du/./.lc(l tlio world, for Coiislan- 
lhi(» was a fortunate ruler and a soldior crowned with glory, having ovorcomo 
Uie Siu'iicens and Uio llulgaviuiiH, the enoniioH of Uio empire, in many battles. 
During his long ndgn thoro aro.so a race who were ncciiiiuntcd with cloisters 
aiul nioiiks oi ily by heiir.say, and bad expoiieneo of iioUiing but freoniaaoury and 
ilhiwiiuUi, 

NovertliehiHH, lifter having naacvtcd its authority for half a century, tho 
iconoclitHtic yiarly Nueeuiubod and finally cli.Hivpponrotl without leaving a trace. 

II. w. '-'-veri, vir, r 



oji* IU1M1U1UN RlrucK 
NAIIJK.H, Ih/ANl'lNI, Kflll'JIU’, 



210 


THE HISTORY OF THE EASTERN EMTIItE 

[7‘il-812A,n.] 

Two causes were uminl 3 ^ mslrumeiital in briaginj^ aboiiL this romai-lcablo 
conclusion. First, the influence of the head of Clu'iatondoiu. In 720 and 
729, when Leo ijroceedecl to take slops ngaiiiat the icons, ho had boon vig¬ 
orously opposed by Popo Gregory II (716-7S1). Gregory’s suucossora oon- 
tinued the opposition and, when the house of laprions obHliiuitoly refuHod 
lustice, a breach ensued with Byzantium. Tho discovery thal in spiLo of all 
display of violenoe the Byzantine court must end by yielding, as soon ns tlio 
Eastern church or even part of it sided in earnest wiili ilio hcu of >Sl, Potoi\ 
first made in tho dogmatic disputes of the fourth and fifth coutiuios, mujo 
more stood revealed. 

Now for the second canse. Amongst tho Byzuniuics ilioro iiroso a grout 
man, capable of gathering all elements favourable to tho caiiHo of coolc-siiis- 
ticalliberty, hitlierto dispersed over the whole of Die Eastorii Ennpiro, inter 
one centre, and thus bringing them into i>vs\cUcal touch with Konin. This 
was Theodore, al)hot of tho monastery of Studion, in Coii.staiitiiiO})lo. With 
tlie exception of a brief victory, embittered by that unwoiNiy woman, tho 
empress Irene, under whose dominion it look pliieo (78l)-802), and in wliinli 
the adlierenU of iconolatry, or rather tl»o dohuidors of eenlosiasLical iiido- 
pendanco, were imablo to oxerfc any political inllueuec, tho Ufo of 'rboodm'o 
was spent in a pcrpot«n.l struggle, iu wliioh ho di.splayod iiu}oinpiu'ivl)lo stoi- 
oiam and tlio highest ability. Ito died in 820. 

The cause wJiich he Imd espoused with all llio stroJigtli of a grout sonl, 
triumphed after his doath and tlirough the seed winch lio Jiiul kowji, In one 
respect its triumph was complete, iu another, parllid only. Gn llic IDLli of 
February, 842, tho patriarch Methodius of ConHtantinoi)lo sot tlui linal seal 
on the right of images in places of worship, by the iaRtitutiou of tho feast of 
Orthodoxy. With tho icons, unfoHiiiiatoly, tljo doi>lorabl(3 u1)Uho already 
mentioned returned. Mcanwhilo it mnst bo noted Chut in tho coih'ho (d tho 
contest the Frankish churcli had ropealodly and oncrgotioiilly nj)bold tho 
principles laid doAvii by Pope Gregory I witli regard to oliiiroh disoipUno. 

Opposition to tlie power winch tlio CMuperor cxoreimid on ilio Huldocl id 
images, was only part of the plan whicli 'Plicodoro Studila pursued} IpIui 
church and the people were also to ho protoctod from tho tyranny of tho 
throne. The empress Irene, no doubt at tlio iuHtigation of thn party of 
Theodore, without whose support she would never liavo niiiintiunud her 
po^Y6r, remitied some ol tho most oppressive taxes j and the emperor Nice- 
phorus, by whom Iroiio was ovortlirown in 802, and who, altliongh out of 
fear of Irene’s legislation he tolerated tbo images, ovidontly trod from tlie 
first ill tlie steps of Loo Isuuricus and liLs .son Goustimtino CojirouymiiH, 
forthwith restored tho full weight of thu old taxtition.^ 


THE llEIGN OP CONSTAHTTNK V (OOl'IlONYMUK) (T'il-T 7 r> A.U.) 

In a long reign of thirty-four yoars, fclio hou and HiioccHsor of Lnn, (kni' 
stantinc V, suniamcd Copronymns, attacked with leas tamponde zo.d the 
iimigGS or idols of the church. Tlioir votaries have oxhanHled the biLterncHS 
of rebgious gall, in their portrait of this Hpotted panthuv, this untlcbrihl, 
this flying dragon of the sorpout’s seed, who Hurpaased tlio vicos of i'ha* 
gabaliis and Nero. His reign was a long butehory of wliatuvin’ ■was most 
noble, or holy, or innocent in his oiiijHro. Iu person tlio omperor ussisLod iit 
the execution of his victim.s, surveyed their agoiiio.H, liHloncd to tlicir groans, 
ana indulged, without satiating, his appoUio for blood; a phUo of iiosch was 
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aoceplocl uH a gi-aioCul ofCorincf, and liis doinesUes wore often acouvgod ou 
miiiilatod hy ilio royal liaiuL Ilia Bunmino was dorivecl from Ins ijolhition 
of ilia buptiamal font. Tho iufiint might bo oxcusod; but the manly pleas- 
urea of Copronynuia {logmded him below Iho lovol of a brute. 

In lus religion, Uio iconoclast was a liorotio, a Jew, a Moliamtncdan, a 
pagan, and an aLbeiat; and liis belief of an invisible power could be die- 
covorod only in his magic rites, huimin victima, and nocturnal sacrificea to 
Vonua and tlio demons of antiquity. Ilia life was stained with tho raoat 
opposite vices, and tlio uleors which covered liis body anticipated before 
Ilia death the Hontinnnit ot hell tortnvo. Of those accusations, which wo have 
so patiently copied, a part is refuted by its own absurdity; and in tho 
private aneedotes of the life of priuo(5H, the Uo is luoro easy as tho dclection 
is morn difileult. Without adopting tho pernicious maxim, that whore much 
is alleged, somoLlung must bo true, wo can liowovor disconi, that CoiisLantiiio V 
was disaoluto and oruol. Calumny is more prono to exaggerate than to 
invent 3 and her licentious tongue is choekod in somo inciisiiro by the expe- 
rionco of tlto jigo and country to wliioli she ap{)eala. Of tho bishoiDs and 
monies, tlio gonorals and magistrates, who arc said to liiivo suffered iiiulor 
Ids roigni, tli(j uuuibors arc recorded, tho names wore oon8piououa,'tlic execu¬ 
tion wua publid, tho mutilation visible and permanent. 


(JOVISUNMIONT Ob' COPllONYJIUSJ THE SAllAOEN WAltS 

Tlio Catliulies liatod tho parson and govormnoiit of Oopronymus; bub 
oven Ihoir liutrod is a proof of their oppression. They dissoniblo tlio prov- 
ooations which miglit oxmiao oi* justify Ids riguiir; but ovon thoao provoca¬ 
tions iiiust gradually inflaiuo his roaontment, and liarden Ids tompor in tlio 
use or tho abuse of do.sp()tiam. Yet the oliarnctor of tlio lifth Constantino 
was not devoid of merit, nor did his govornmeiit always doservo tho oursos 
or tlio uontoiiqit of tho GroekH. Front tho confession of Ida onomios, wo 
are infonnod of tho remtoration of on unoiont aqueduct, of tiio rodempLion 
of twunty-livo liuiidrcd oax»tivoa, of the uneomiuoii plenty of iho times, and of 
tho now uolouies with which lie roqiooplod Oonstnntinoxdo and tho Tlu’aoiaii 
oitioH. They reluctantly xiriiiso Ida activity and courage 5 he was on horsc- 
hiiek in tlio Hold at tlio liuad of Ids legions j and although iho fortune of his 
arms was various, lie triumphed by sea and land, on tho Euphrates and llio 
Danube, in civil ^ and barbarian war. Ilorctical praise must 1)0 cast into 
tlio scale, to ooiiutorhahvnoo tho weight of orthodox iiivoetivo. Tho icono¬ 
clasts rev<3red tho virtues of the xrrinoo; forty years after his death, they still 
prayed heforo tho tomb of tho saint. A ndraoulous vision was propagated 
by fanaticism or fraud j and tlio tJhristian hero appeared on a millc-whito 
slced, liraiidiHliLiig his lanoo against tlio jingaus of Dulgiiria; “An absurd 
fahlo,” says tho Catholic historian, “Bineo Coxwonymua is ohidneCl with the 
donioii.M in the abyss of lioll.’V 

(lonsLaiiljne luvd no HOonei* found liimsolf firmly establishod on the tliroiio 
than he dovoLod Ids attention to conqiloting tho organisation of tlio empire 
traced out by his father, Tim constant attaoks of tho Saiuoons and Bulga¬ 
rians cullctl iiiiu fre(pujiiU 3 ' to tho hoad of his ariides, for the state of society 
rendered it dangorous t(; entrust largo forces to the coinnuvnd of a subject. 
In the By/iintino Eiiqjiro fow iudividunla had any sornplo in violating the 

D 11 }h biotliov Ill-law AvtftVn'jdoB roliohcil Bhoi'll; Mrot his tvccesslDn aivl hold CouBtivatUvoi^lo 
for Lwn years boloro lio oouKl bo ojcpollod Riid Impi'laonod In a iiioiiastery.] 
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liolitkial conatLtiitioii of theiv couutiy, if by so doing llioy oould uioroiiao 

their own power. . i , i i n,, 

TJie incursions of Llie Saracoiia first required io bo ruproHHod. I lio c.iu- 

nii-e of the calipha was already distmotcd by Uic civil wars whicli prtKsukMl 
the fall of the Omayyad dynasty. Cowstiintiiio took lulviiniago of LIu'hd 
troubles. He reconquered Gerinftiiioia and Dolielio, luul oc(3npieiI for a timo 
a coiisid'erablG part of Oonnnageno. The SiiracciiH attcinpieiL to iuduinnify 
thomselves for these losses by tho conqucHt of CVpniH. Tliis iBliind ajjpourH 
to have been rcconquored by Lgo IH> for It Uad been vdiaud<^ucd i<\ tUvv 
Mohammedans by Jiistiniau II. TJie fleet of tlio caliph suilud from Aloxaiulriii, 
and landed an army at the port of Oovaiiioui; but ilto iloui of the C5il)yriiiot 
theme arrived in time to blockade the oiiciuy’s ships, and of n tlutusiiud 
Molnnninedan vessels three only osoapod (7d8 a.d.). Tim wav was ronl-inm-d. 
The Saracens invaded tho eminro almost ovory Hummor, but lUos(\ iiuMn'Kions 
led to no pcrmaiicut conquests. Tlio inil(lnc.sa and bdorant govenunont of 
tljQ emperor of Romania (for that name began now to be iipjiliril Lo (Iki part 
of Asia Minor belonging to the llyzantino ICinpiro) was so (-.cioliratoil in ibo 
liiist, in spiio of his i)cr.scouUon of the inmgC'WorHhipjWs at (’onstmiiino- 
pie, that many Christians escaped by sea from Uio iloiuiniuns uC the eiilijdi 
Alinaiiaur to settle in those of CoiisUintine. 


WAttS •WlTIt UULOAKIA 

Tho vicinity of the Bulgarians to OonstanUnopic rundored tln'in inoro 
diuigevous Giioiiuos than tho Saracens, tliougli tlioiv power was nnioli inrorior. 
To resist their iucur.sions, Constantino gradually ropiiinul all tlm I'nrliHeii- 
tions of the towns on the northern frontier, luul tliuu oomnumeod fortifying 
tho pfts.'ses, until the Bulgarians D)uii(l tlwiiv predatory iumu’HtouH alUiiuh'd 
witli I 0 .SS instead of gam. The king fK«i'uii.s<w] invachal tho (‘inpivo with a 
ncnvei'ful army. Tlio BulgarianH carried Uiolr raviigos up to llu' hmg -w’all ; 
hut though thoy derived assistaiico from the imiuortiiia Slavonian (miIoiiIch 
sctiled in Thrace, they wove defeated, and driven batik into tlunv oNvn lervi" 
toiy with groat slaughter (757 a.d.).* 

ConstmiLino WAS always ivatly to curry tUo war into thoir torriloi'y. 'I'fio 
cUffieultiCH of Ills enterprise wore great, and ho Hufforod Hovoral ch^feid-M ; hut 
hia nullLiuy talents mid i>orsovcniig energy provonU'd lh(j Hnlgiii'iiniN rrmn 
pvotUiug by any partial bucccss they olitalned, and ho noon rogiunod tlui 
superiority. In the campaigns of 7(10, 70.7, and 7(55, (lonstautiuo muudied 
fur into Jiulgaria, and carried off iiuinousi) booty. In tho your 7(1(5 Im 
intended to complete tlio conquest of tlio country by ojaming (ho onnqiuipn 
at tho connnoncemeiit of spring. Hus fleet, wlii'olL'coiirtislod of twtmly-.siv 
Imudved vessels, iu which he had cmhtwkv.d vv eAnmldcvahU') \)udy d? inVimiry 
in order to entor tlio Danube, \va.s assailod Iiy ono of tlioHii fiinnuH sl-oriiiH 
that often sweep tho Kuxino. Tlio force wliioji tho ciiqioroi' cxjiccIamI would 
soon render him master of Bulgaria wa.s Hiiddtinly ruined. 'I'ho slionss of 
tho Ulaok Sea were coveml with tho wrooks of'bin Hlii])H nntl tlio Ixidios 
of his soldiers. Constaiitmo inimediaUdy ahaudoiwd all thimglit of I'ontinu- 
ing tho euiiqiaigii, and employed his whole army in allovialiiig tlui ealumity 
to the suivivors, and in securing Cliri.sliuii hiiriul iiiiil funeral Jioiiours to (ho 
dead. A Irneo Avus concluded with tho ciiomy, uud Dio Roman iiriny hcludd 

[} fia tJLGC>3ikai'«hX Riys, b\\(. TlicuidiaucHl H.iys Uu'y nHuriKid ninuuh-Hti'U ) 



IjYO Tine ISAURIAN TO JOANNES ZnriSGES 


213 


I7GG-77n A D,] 

llio omperor iim (’siniii- to omiJuy tlunr s(5vvic«s in tlio cjinij{3 of liuinaiiity luid 
I'oligion, UH Uc lnu\ cvm* been lo Wd lUoin to Uic licbl {)f glory uiid coiirpicat. 
Ilia ronduut on ihiH oocmaiou gitinod lihii aa luiicli poimlarity ^viih Lliu pcoplu 
of CoiisiaiiLiiiopli' aa ■with tlic troops. 

In tbo yi'iir 77*1 lio again naHoiublod an army of oigliLy tlioii.saiicl moii, 
lUiooiiipiiuiud by ii tlool t)f two tlioiiKaml tniiiaporLs, aiul iiiviulod linlgaria. 
'J'lio liiilgariiiii inoiuiroli ['I'olurig] oonoludiitl a Uvaly of peace — which, how¬ 
ever, Avas bivjkon aa .soon an (JoiiHlaiiliuo rcLuriicd to his capital, but Lhu 
emperor wuh not iiiiprei)arod, and tlio momenfc ]ia hoard that tlie enemy Juul 
laid aiege to Ve.ry.etUi, ouo of Uui fovtrcKHOH lie luvd tionsivnoted to defend 
the frontier, lio quitted (hmstnufinoplo in tlio iiumtU of Oetolior, uud, falling 
Hiuhleiily on the Ijealogor.s, roubnl tlioir army with groat slaughter. Tlio fol- 
loAving year liia arjiiy wa.s again ready to lalco Uuj Jiohl; hut as Constantine 
was on In.s way to join it lio wuh athudwd by a .mortal illness, Avhioli com- 
l)oll(al liiiii to reti'iico liis Hlops. Having oiubiutol at >S()lyiiil)ria, in order to 
iviicli (JoiiMtaiitinoplo with as litMo faUguo ns po.ssHilo, hu died on hoard tlio 
YOHsel at ilui of Strongylo, just iis lie reachoil the walls of Jiis capital, 
oil thii ladl’d of SopUmdior (Ilf)), 

'L'lui long war with tho Bidgarians had been uaiTiod on rathor with the 
object of seiniriiig tranquillity to Ihe northern provincoH of the empire, tlmn 
fvimi any dehire of a barren eompiest. 'I’ho new'SHity of rudneing tlio Shivo- 
iiniii I'olonli'H in 'I'liraeo mid Miuiodonia to oomploto obeilieneo to the central 
iidmiuiMtratioii, and of Hceluding tliem from all p<»litu!al conimnnicatioii with 
olio aiKilhcr, or with Uudr oountrymeii in lUdgiiria, Sorria, and Dalniatia, 
imiioHod oil the emperor tho nooossity of niiiintiiining strong liodioHof troops, 
and HiiggesUsl llic poli(‘y of forming ix lino of Crook towns and AHuiLio 
oolonu'H along tlio northorn rmuller of tho ompiro. When this was done, 
(Jonsliiiitino to root out tho hrigandiigo, wliich luid greatly oxLcndod 
itaelf <Uu'ing the anni'ohy which pvocedod Ida (aihor’s oleuUon, ivud which Leo 
had never hcon able to oxlerminalo. NnmcroUH lainda lived by phiiulor, 
in a stato oL' iudii]H.'ndeiu50, within tho hounds »)f tlio ompiro. They wore 
ealU'd Slcinimrs. Oonulaniino rooted ontth(*so baiuhs, A oulchraicd chief of 
tlio Skamars m'uh pulilu'ly e.xocuted at Oouataiitinoplo witli tho greatest bar- 
liai'ity, his living body being dissected by .surgeons aflur the aiiqnitHtion of 
his hands and feet. 

'I'lio liubibial hniharity of legal punlsbiMonts in tho Byzantine Kmpiro oan 
hardly reliovc tlui memory of CouHtuiitiiio from tho reproach of eriioUy, wlueli 
this punishment proves Jio was ready to employ against tho enomicH of his 
iintlun'ity, whedlior brigiuids or imago-worHliqipera. Jlis error, tliercforc, 
was not only passing laws against liherty of couscAonoo — which Avas a fault 
in a^jcordaiiee Avith the .s])irit of the iig-o — but in earrying those hiAva into 
exoeutioii with a erneliy olfensivo to hniniiu [oelinf»'.H, Yet on niiiny ORoaaioiifl 
ChmsLanllne gave proofs of humanity, aa Avell m of u dosire to prolocb liia 
Hidijects. 'L'lie BlavcminiiH on tlio coast of Thrace, having litled out aomo 
piratical vessels, (sirried od many of tho inluihitaiils of Tencdo.H, Inibroa, and 
.Sainollii'ace, to sell them as slaves. 'L’bo emperor on thi.s occasion ransnined 
twonty-llvo Imiidrcd of his subjoids, proforring to lower liis own dignity by 
])aying tribute to Uw piraUw, rather Uum (illow those who looked to him 
j'or iirotectiiiii to pine aAvay tboir lives in liopclc.H.s misery. No otlier act 
of liis reign sIioavh ho iiiuolireal groatuoss of luind us tliis. Ho also concluded 
iho eniivenUon Avitli Ibo lAivTiiisons for an exchange of prisoners, which has 
been ulriMdy mentioned — ono of tho earliest oxainples of the oxchniigcs 
between tlui MolianiinodanH and tho Clu’iatuuiH, Avlueli aftorwards beeainc 
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frequent on fcho Byzantine frontiers. Man was oxchaii^^cd for iinni, woman tor 
woniftii and child for child. These conventions tended to save the lives of 
iimunierable pnsojiers* and roiiclered the future wars between the Siiriieoiis 

and tlio Iloiiiana less barbai'ous. , , , . i 

Constantine was active in his internal administration, luid Ins sehemim tor 
improvi]ig the condition of the iiihabitunts of liis ciupiru were eiirried out 
on a far more gigantic scale than modern govornmenls have cuiisitlered pnic- 
ticable. One of Ina plana for reviving iigrlcuUuro tu uneuUivaled distrieU 
was by ro-peopliug thorn with colonies of omigraiits, io wliom bo Hoeiirud 
favourable conditions and elHciont prolection. As iisiuil uiidor siidh eirciiin- 
atances, we find years of famine and plenty ulteriuiUiig iu iilose Hiicenssiim. 
Yet the bitterest enemy of Constantine, tlio u1>l)ot 'J’hcoplimioH, coufcHHUH 
that bis reign was one of general abiiuduncc. It is true, lio r(3])roiiehi*H liiin 
with loading the linsbaiidmou with taxea; but lio also uccuhoh hiiu of buiug- 
a new Midas, who made gold so coniinou Unit it bociimo cheap, 'i'lio al)l)(il’.4 
political economy, it must bo confosaed, is not so orthodox as his calumny. 

Tha time and attention of Conatantiiio, during his whole reign, were priu- 
oipally 0 ng«agod in military occupatioiw. In tlio eyes (d Ids (■()ntcin]m]’ai'U‘H 
he was judged by his military conduct. His straLogic iihi]iti(‘s luid indefaU- 
gablo activity were the most striking charaotoristica of Iuk udiuiiUHtrutimn 
His campaigns, his financml nieasurea, and the iihuiKhiiieo tlmy cvoaled, were 
known to all s bub hia ecclesiastical policy affected conipai'aiivoly few. Yet 
by that policy lua reign has been exclusively 3 iulged and eundonuied in 
modern times. The grounds of the condeinuation are uiijusL. lie hiis nol, 
like his fatlior, the merit of having saved an empire from ruin; biitluj 
may claim the lioiiour of porfecstiiig tho roforins plaiinetl l)y Ids hiLhor, and 
of re-establishing the military power of tlio Roman l!lmj)ire on a liasiH that 
perpetuated Byzantine supremacy for sovoral conturics. HUherlo hisLoriaiiH 
have treated the events of his roigiiasnu accidental aHsomhluge (d fuels 5 IniL 
surely, if lie is to be rendered responsiblo for tlio porsoouliim of the iimige- 
worshipijers, in which iio looic comparatively Vitllo jiiirl, ho AcHorve.s eroAil 
for Ilia military succeaseg and prosporoun administration, sincfi Lluiso wore 
the result of his constant personal occupation. TJio history of Iuh ('or.h'sins- 
tioal measures, however, really possesses a dcop iuloroHL, foi' they rollcoL with 
accuracy the feelings and ideas of niilUons of Ins HuhjiiclH, us well hh of llio 
emperor. 


THE couNorr4 oe 

When his power was consolidated, ho sUnidily inirsucd hin ratlKir'H iduiifi 
for centralising the ecoIe.siastical adiiiiniHtiutioii (if tho miipiro. 'I’o propuro 
for the iinnl decision of the question, which probably, in Iiis mind, ndaled as 
much to the right of the cmiieror to govern tho church, as to IIkj (pU'sHou 
whether pictures were to bo ivorsliipped or not, ho ordoivd tho lui'l ropolilium 
and archbishops to hold provincial synodfl, iu order to disiiiplino tho piHjjilo 
for the execution of the edicts ho proposed to curry in a gtmei'iil i‘oinn'll of 
tlie Eastern church. 

This general council was convoked at Coustiinlinoplc in tlio your 7hl. 
It wa.s attended by 3S8 bishops, forming tho ino.st nuinerons iis.Hoinhly of Iho 
Ghristiari clergy wliich had over been collected togeiluir hir eetdcHiuHlIeiil 
legislation. 

Neither the pops nor the patriareba of Aniincb, Mexiuidria, and Jeni- 
saleni scut representatives to tliis council, wliiidi wuih nohdy (.‘(onposed of tho 
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Byzantine clerf^y, ao Uiat il Imtl no right to assume the rank of eiu ecumeii- 
icul council. Us dcoisiona woro all against imago-worship, which it declared 
to ho contrary to ScripUiro. It tlio use of images and pLctiiros 

in churches to bo a pagan and anti-Oliriatiiin practice, the abolition of which 
was necessary to avoid loading Christiana into temptation. Even the use 
of tho criicilix was condemned, on the ground iluib tho only true symbol of 
the incarnation was tho Imeud and whio which Christ had commanded to bo 
i'cceive<l for tho roniission of ains. 

In its opposition l,o tho woi-Hliip of pictiiroa, tho council wiva led into tho 
display of some animosity against painting itself; and every attempt at 
eniI)oclying sacred sn])joots by wind it styled tho dead and accursed art, 
foolishly invented by_ tho pagans, was strongly condomned. The common 
people wore thus deprived of a Bourco of ideas, whicli, though liable to abuse, 
teiKlcd in gono 2 -ul to oiviliso thoir minds, and migJd awaken noble thouglils 
and religious aspiralioiiH. Wo may fully agreo with tho iconoclasts in the 
religious importuuoo of not worsliipping imiigos, luul not allowing the people 
to proslruto tlunuHolvcs on tho puvciiiontH of churchc.s before pictures of saints, 
wlicthor said to bo painted l)y Jimnmi artists or iniraculoiis agency; while at 
tho HiLino Umo wu tliiiik Unit the walls of tho YcsUbuieB or porticoes of sacred 
odifioes may with propriety bo adorned with pieturcH roprosciiting those 
saored Huhjocls most likoly to awakon fceliiii^s of Oliristiiin cliarity. It is 
li^ emlKHlying iiml onn(?hIing tlio oKpro-ssion of foolings common to all nmn- 
kuid, that modorn artists can alone unite in their worlcH that combination of 
ti'utli with tlio glow of creativo imagination which gives ft divino stamp to 
many pagan works. 

'I’hero is nothing in tho oLrelu of Imnuiii affairs so democratic ns art. The 
couuoil of Tb'i, liowovor, deemed that it was ncccssarv to sacrifico art to tlie 
purity of religion. “Tim gotlles.H art of painting’'^ was prosoribetl. All 
who inunufaclured crucifixo.s or saored paintings for woisliip, in public or 
private, whoLlier laynioii or monks, wore ordorcil to bo oxconiinunicated by 
tho (^Imreli and punishod by tho Htato, At tho samo time, in order to guard 
against tho indiscrinunato doKlruelion of sacred buildings and ehrinea pos¬ 
sessing viiluiiblo ornainonts and rieh plate and jowols, by ioonoclnsUo zeal, or 
under its jireioxt, tho oannuil commanded tlial no alteration was tn bo mado 
in oxistiiig eluuvdiOH, witliout tlio special porinissioii of tho pabriiiToh and the 
eiiiporoi''—a roguliiiioii imaring strong marks of Llio fiscal rapacity of the 
Gcintnil treaKiuy of tli(3 Uomaii Empire. 'L'lio bigotry of tho age was displayed 
in tho aimtlieina wliieli this ooimcil proiiounoed against throo of the most 
diHliiigiUHliod and virtnous advoeatoa of imago-worship, GQi'maiiUB, the 
patriareii of OoiiHtantinoplo, Georgo of Cyprus, and John Damasceiins, tlio 
hist (if ilio fiiLluji’S of tho (h'ook olmrch. Tlie acta of this council, however, 
are only known from the garbled portiona preserved by its enemies in the 
act.s of tho second eouiieil of Nieroa and the hostile historians.^ 


LTOO IV ANI> COMSTANa'INE VI (776-707 A.D.) 

Loo IV, the son of the fifth, and tho father of llio sixth Constantine, 
was of ii fooblo coiiHtitution both of mind and body, and the principal oaio 
of his reign was the settlement of the auecoasioii, Tho association of the 
young Oonstantiiio was urged by the olTicioue zeal of his subjects ; and the 
oinporor, GonHoiou.s of hia decay, complied, after a priuknt hcsilation, with 
tlioir unanimous wishes. T'lio royal infant, at tho ago of five years, was 
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crowned with liis motijer rreiie ; and Llio national consent was nUil'Kal by 
e-vei'Y ou'onmatanoe o£ pomp and solcmiuty that could da/.zlo tho oyea, or 
bind the oonaoienoe, o£ tho Greeka. An oath of lidohty was aamiinslorcjd 
in the palace, tho olniroli, and the hippodrome, to the sovcnil ordors of tho 
state, who adjiuxd the holy names of the son and mother of God. 

The first to swear* aiic\ U\c first lo violate theU* otilh, wei'o tlie iivo sous 
of Copi'onynuis by a second juavriago j and tho sUa-y of tlieso pviuoos is 
sinffular aiuUragic. The right of primogcuituro oxoliided thoiu Ivoin iho 
throne ; the injustice of their elder brolhor defrauded ilicni oi a legacy of 
nraoiinliiig to about £2,000,000; some vain titles wero not clccinGd a sumoieiit 
compensation for wealth and power; and tliey ropoatedly ctjnspire; agiimst 
their nephew^ before and after tlie death of lus fatlicr CTHO). Iho JlrsL 
attempt was pardoned ; for the aeconcl ofTence they wore oojulcnincd lo the 
eGoleaiastmal state i ‘.md for tho third Umsou^ NioophoruH, tins iddrsHt and 
most guilty, was deprived of his eyes, and his four brothm'S, tlbristopln'r, 
Hicetas, Aniheinens, and Eudoxas, were punished, ns a miUloi wenimu'.e, by 


the amputation of their tongnos. 

For himself, the emperor liad chosen a barbarian wife, Uio daiigliUiv of 
tho hhau of the Kluw.ara ; but in tho inairiagc of liis lioir, lio prcfei’i’od an 
Athenian virgin, an orplian, seveiiteon years old, whose sole fortune must 
have consisted in licr personal accomplislnnenls. 'J’Jjo nuptials of f>co a/id 
Irene wore celebrated with royal pomp; she soon actpiircd tlio lovo and con- 
fideiioQ of a feeble husband, and in Jus tostaniont lie deolunnl the ouipreas 
guardian of the Roman world, and of Uieir son (Joimtautino VJ, who was no 
more than ton years o£ age. During his childhood Ircno most ably and 
Hssiduoiisly cUachai'gocl, in Ivev public administration, the duties of a faithful 
mother; and her aeal in tho restoration of iinugos lias de.s('r\m(l tlio juiine 
and honours of a saint, which slio still oooiipics itx Iho (rrook (lalendar, but 
the emperor attained the maturity of youth; the inalornid yohu biioauie 
more grievous ; and ho listened to tho favourilos of lii« owm agv, wlu) sliai’t'd 
his plensiii'os and wero ambitions of sJiaring liis jiowcr. 'J'JicJi* reasons foji- 
vniced him of his ri^ht, their praises of his ability to reign; and Iio oonsoiUud 
to reward tlie services of Irono by a porpotmd banislinusut to Ibu isln <if 
.Sicily, But hor vigilanco and penetration easily diacoiuicrU'd theiv rash ]U'u- 
jects 5 a sunilar, or more sovero, punishment wan retalialml on ibmnHoWca 
and their advisers; and Irene inflicted on tho uugruUdul pruu'C the cIuihUhi’- 
inent of a boy. After this contest tho mnthor aiul t)iu Hon u’dro id llio lioud 
of two domestic factious; and instead of mild inflncnco and voluntary 
obedience, she held in chains a captive and an oneiny. T’lio omiu'OpSH was 
overthrown by the abuse of victory ; tho oath of fidelily wJiicli slio exacUHl 
to herself alone, was pronounced witli roliicLant nuu'iniu’s ; nud tho hold ri'- 
fusal of the Armenian guards encouraged a free uiul general (Uic]amli<m (lint 
Constauliiie Vr was tlio lawful emporor of the Ronuina. (u tbia clmnudcr 
lie ascended liis lierecUtavy throne, and disnuHsed Irene to tv life of solitude 
and repose. 


THE EMPIIESS niENK 

A powerful conspiracy was formed for the rcMtomtion of irmu’; and Iho 
secret, though widely diffused, was fiuLlifiilly kept uhovu eight luonlliH, (ill 
the emperor, auspicious of his danger, escaped from ()ouKtuutiuo])lc, with 
the design of appealing Lo the provinces and armies. By this luiaiy [light, tlm 
empre.'is was left on the brink of the precipice; yet'bcCuvc alvc ivupbu'vd 
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the jneroy of lioi- son, Ireno addressed a lu-lvalo episfcle to Uio fiieuds wIkiui sIjg 
had placed aboiii, his person, with a menace that unless they accomplished, 
alie would reveal, their treason,^ Their fear rcudered. them intrepid; they 
seized the emperor on the Asiatic shore, and lie was transported to the por¬ 
phyry aimriment o£ the piikco whore he had hrafc seen tlie light. In Iho 
mind of Ircno, ambition had stifled every seiitiiiicrit of liuimiiiity and nature] 
and it was deeveed in her bloody counoil that Constantino shonldhc rendered 
incapablo of the throne. The blind sou of Irene survived many years, 
oppressed by tlio court, and forgotten by the -worhX; tho Isaurian dynasty 
was ailoally oxtingniaherl; and the memory of Consliintino was recalled only 
by Llie nuptials of Ids diuiglilcr liuphrosyno with the emperor Michael ll.ff 


lUEKja AKI> lUOifOOLASJr 

Tho cinpres.'? ^vas ]cno^Yn to lavoiir imago-worship. The national vanity 
of iho Greeks and tlie religious feelings of tho orthodox required the sanc¬ 
tion of a constitutional public authority before tho laws ag-aiust image-wor¬ 
ship could lie openly ropisalod. The Byzuntino Eiupiro had at this tiins an 
occUisiaHlicul though not a political CQUHtitiitiou. The will uf the sovereign 
was iiloiio iuHLillloioiit to ohango an organic law, forming pint of tlio gccIcsi- 
astuial aduuuiatvaUeu of the euipive. It was ncccsbavy to convoke iv goneml 
coiiiieil to legalise imago-worship 5 and to rondcr siicli a couiioil a fit hislrn- 
mout fov the jn'opoaad rovolwUon, much avraugoinuut was ncccBsavy, No 
piii’Hou wuH over endued with greater talents for removing opposition and 
coiiciUiiting personal stipport than tho empress. The x>nii'iareh Paul, a de- 
aided iooiiochi.sL, was induced to resign, and dccluio tliai lie repented of his 
hostility to liuago-worship,because it had cut off the eluiroii of Oojislanthioplo 
from oonummioii witli tho rest of tho Christian world. I'liis declaration 
])oiiiled out iho necessity of holding ii general eouneil in order to ro-ostablish 
that ooiiiinunion. 

The oriHifl inquired a now patriarcli of stainless eharaetor, great ability, 
and porfect acimaintanco with the i)arty eonucctions and individual eliarac- 
t.m'H of tho loading bishop. 9 . No person could be aelGctcd from among llie 
dignitaries of the cluirch who Imd boon goiiernlly appointed by iconoehist 
i!inpoi't)rs. The clioico of Irene foil on a oivilian —Tarasius, tlie cliiof flcero- 
lary of the imperial cabinet, — a man of noble birth, considerable popularity, 
iiud a liigli reputation for loarjung and jirobity. 

'ITio iconoclasts wore still strong ia the capital, and tho opposition of the 
Holdieiy was excited hy tlio detorminafcion of TarasiuH to ro-osLablisli imago- 
woL'slup. "I’hcy openly declared that they would not allow a council of tho 
cliuvcli to 1)0 hold, Jiov 2 >erinit the ecoleaiastics of their party to he unjustly 
troiited by tbo cnui'fc. More than one tumult wai'ued tho empress that no 
council could bo held at Constantinople. It required nearly throe years to 
HinriolU tiic way for the ineelmg of tlio council, which was at length held at 
Ni(;a!a in ScpLcmlxn’, 787. Three hundred and .sixty-soYcii members attended, 
of Avhom, however, not a fow wero abbots and monks, who as.sumed tlio title of 
confc.ssoi’s IToiii having been ejected from their monasteries hy the decrees 
of the iconoclast HOvereigiiH. T'ho soorotaiy of Iho two commissioners who 
i’ui)i’C.seiited the imperial authority was Nico 2 jhorus the historian, subsequently 
juitriardi of OonsLantUuqiie. PIis sketch of the history of the empire, fiom 
the yonra 002 to 770, is a valuable work, and indicates that iio was a ninii of 
judgment wJicnevor his iiorcejitions wore not obseured hy theological and 
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QGclGaUaliiJiiI iJi-ojudiGca. Two otlior 6minent HyziniUiio writora woi-o also 
prcseiiL- CrGorgo, called Syncellus, from tho ollico ho licld iinclor ilio piiiri- 
aroli Tarasiiis. He has left us a cliroiiological worlc which luis prosorvod tlio 
knowledge oX many important facts recorded hy no oUiov anoiunl luithorifcy, 
Theoijhanes, the friend and companion of the SyncelluR, has coiitiiiuod Huh 
work; and his chronograpliy of Roman and Dyzantino history, with nil its 
faults, forms the best picture of the condition of the oinpins tluit we i)OHseHS 
for along period. Tlioophanes enjoyed tlio honour of bocoming, at a later 
day, a confessor in the oawso of image-worship. Ho was exiled from a 
monastery which he had founded, and died in the island of Samothraeo, 
in 817 A,D. 

The second council of Niocea had no bettor title than the icjonocdast coun¬ 
cil of Constantinople to bo regarded aa a gonoiul council of Lho cluircli. Tlio 
pope Adrian, indeed, sent deputies from the Latin church; hut Lho cliurclies 
of Jerusalem, Alexandria, and Antioch, wlioso patriarchs worn groaning undor 
tliG governnient of tho caliphs, did nob daro to coinnninicalo with foreign 
autlioritica. 

The second council of Nicm authorised the worship of iinagoa as an 
orthodox praotioo. Forged x^nssages, x^vctoadiiig to bo oxLraoL.s from tho 
earlier fathers, and gouuino qnotatioiw from tlio modem, wero (dtocl in favour 
of the practice. Simony was already a provailiiig evil in tlio (U'colc chiunjh. 
Many of the Liahops had purchased tlioir soon, and most of those imLurally 
preferred doing violonco to thoir opinions ratlior than lose thuir rovoiincH. 
From this cause, uiuvmmily ^Yn3 easily obtained by court induouco. Tho 
counoil decided, that not only was tho cross an objoijfc of roverenoo, but also 
that tho iniagoa of Christ, and tho xnoturos of tbo Vijgin hlaiy — of luigols, 
saints, niid holy nion, whether painted in colours, or worked ui oinbroidery 
in sacred ornaments, or formed in mosaic in tho walls of ehiiroliOH —- wore all 
lawful objects of worship. At tlio snino time, in order to guard against tho 
accusation of idolatry, it was declared that tho worwhi}! of an imago, whioh 
is merely a sign of rovoronco, must nob bo eoufoundod with lho adoration 
due only to Grod. The counoil of Constantiuoplo hold in 7C1 was dcclurod 
heretical, and all -who niaintainod its dootriiios, and oondomnod tho use of 
images, wero anathematised. The pfitrinrchs Anastnsins, ConstanlimiH, and 
Nicetas wore especially doomed to otornal condomnalion. 

The pope adopted the decrees of this council, but ho rofusud to oonlirm 
thorn oflicially, becauso tho einpims delayed restoring the aBtalca of St. Potor’a 
patrimony. In the coimtrios of wostorii Europe which had formod xiarts of 
the Western Empire, tho superstitions of the iniago-wor.shippcrH wore viowod 
with as much dissatisfaction us tho faimticism of tho ioonoolastn; and tho 
council of Nicma was as much condemned aa lliat (»f (lonHtantinojdo by a 
large body of enUghteiied ecclesiftstics. Tho public mind in tlio Wont waa 
almost as nuich divided as in the East; and if a general council of the Latin 
churcli had been assembled, its unbias.sod decisions would proliahly liavo boon 
at variance with thoso snpporlod by tho pope and the council of Nioma. 

Charlemagne published a rofutation of tho doctrines of this otjumul on tho 
sul^ject of image-worship. His work, called the Oarolino Jhoksy ooiisIhLs of 
four parts, and was certainly coiuposocl under his immodiato por.sonal Huper- 
inteiidenco, though lie was doubtloss iiicnpable of wriUug it IuiuhoU. 

ilie dark night of mediaeval ignorance and loonl projudicos had not yot 
settled on tlie West; iior luul feudal anarchy confined tho ideas and wants 
ot society to the narrow sphere of provincial intore.st 3 . Tho aspect of pnldio 
opinion alarmed Poiie Adrian, whoso Inlurosis required that tlui relaLIoiiH 
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or the Weyb and East Bhould not boooiiie fi-iondly. His position, liowover, 
rendered him more suspiciowa of Coiistantiuo and Irene, in spite of their 
orthodoxy, tiiaii of Charlomagne, -\vitli all Ins heterodox ideas. Tlie Eraiilc 
monarch, though he differed in ecclesiastical opinions, was sure to bo a 
political protector. The pope consciliiently laboured to foment the jealousy 
that reigned between the Frank and Byzantino governments conceniing 
Italy, ^yh(Jre the commercial relations of the Greeks still coiiiiterbaliinced 
the military influenco of the Franks. His calumnies must have sunk deep 
into the public mind, and tended to impress on western nations that aver- 
Bion to the Greeks, which was subsequently increased by mercantile jealou.yy 
and religious strife. 


END OF nY25ANTINK AUTHORITY AT ROJlIl 



KoiiFS oir AN AiiciiiJisiior, Eioiitii Cbhtwht 


The extinction of the last traces of the su¬ 
premacy of tlio Eastern Empire at Rome was 
the most gratifying result of tlieir nmchinatioiis 
to the popes. On Olu’istmas Day, 800 A.i),, 
Cliarlomagne revived the existence of the M^cst- 
ern Empire, and received the im¬ 
perial crown from Pope Leo III 
in the church oi St. Peter. Hitli- 
erto the Frank monarch had ac¬ 
knowledged a titular supremacy in 
the Eastern Empire, and had borne 
the title of patrician of the Roman 
Empire, as a mark of dignity con¬ 
ferred on liini by tlie einperora of 
Oonstiuitinoplo; but lie now raised 
limifiolf to an equality with the em¬ 
perors of llio East, by assuming the 
iitlo of oiuperor of th& Wost.^ 

On earth, tlio criinos of Irene 
woro left five years unpunished j 
her reign was crowned with external 
splendour H and if sho could ailenco 
ino voico of consciciico, sho neither 
hoard nor regarded the reproachog 
of mankind. TIiq Roman world 
bowed to tho government of a fe- 
malo 5 and as slie niovod through the 
stroots of Oonstantinoplo, the reins 
of four milk-white stoecls were hold 
by as many patricians, who marched 


on foot boforo tho goldon cluiriot of tlioir nuoen. But those ptitrioians wero 
for Uie ino.si part Gunuoli.s j raised, onriolied, ontrugtod with tho first dignities 
of tho empire, tlioy baaoly conspired against their benefactress j tlio great 
troasurov Nioophorus was soorotly invested with tlio piirploj her successor 


rU)iu'Iiig tlio reigiiB of Leo 17, CoiisUiiiiino VI, and Irene tlioro -woro frequent conflicta 
witli the Rnracoiis, ilto BulgavlfiiiB, nnd with Uie ti-oopa of ChtulcinnRiiQ, wlio at one time piu*- 
poacd to lounlto tho old Roman lilmplro by luarryfne Ivono, on wltloh BnryA commoiilii that aueh 
a inarrlago of lll-assojled nations would Iiryo boon followed by a speedy divorce.] 
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was iiiiroducod ijibo tlio palsico, ami crownctl wb St. Sophia hy lUo venal 
pabi'uii’cli. In tlicir first interview, sho reeapitulalod willi Uus revo¬ 

lutions of hei' lifQ) gently accuactl the perfidy of Nicophonia, iiusintiatod Unit 
lie owed his life to her VAnsuspicioiis olemeiicy, and, for tlio tlirono and treas¬ 
ures wlnoli she rosigned, solicited a docent and UououraWe lolraat. U'ih 
avarice refused this modest compeiisatioii; sind in her omIo on llio jhIo of 
Lesbos, the euiprosa earned a scanty subsistence by the hiboin s of Iier (hstalV. 


NICEPHORUS (802-aii A.D.) AN 1 » MfCUrAJeU I A.D.) 


Many tyrants have reigned umloubtwUy more eiiminul tluiu Nieepliorus, 
but none perhaps have more deeply incurred the universiil ahhorronro of 
their people. His charaotcr was stained with tlio tliroe odioti.s viecs of 
h 3 'poGi'isy, ingratitude, and avarice; his want of virtnu was imt naleoiiicd 
by any superior talents, nor liia want of taleutH i»y any ]ili‘asiug (jualificia- 
tions. Unslcilfid and nnforbnnalo in war, Nicophorns was vani[uishrd by 
the Saracens, and slain by Uio Ihdgariiiiis; and tlio advanl.igo of lii« doalh 
ovGrbalaiiced, in the public opinion, the destruction of a Uonmii army. JIih 
son and hoir Stauvaciua escaped from the (lehl with a mortivl wound: yet 
six months of an expiring life wore snllieiont U) rufulo hU imliMHinl, ihoiigh 
popular, declaration, that he would in all tliiiig.s avoid the ovuinplo of liin 
fatuer. 


On the near prospect of bis deccaHo, Michael, the great master of (luj 
paluoe, and the luisbaiid o£ bi.s si.sloi* Procojiia, was niumid liy ovory pmaoii 
of the palace and city, except by Ills envious brotlicr. ToiiaoioiiH ol' a sooj)- 
ti'Q now falUug froin lus luuid, he C'uwpivod uguinat the Hih of Uiti yni'yeysor., 
and clievlsUGa the idea oC cliauging to a domocruey the Uounu^ Kuniivu. 
But these rash projects served only to innanie llie y.eiil of iho pooplo, and to 
reniovo the seruplG.s of tho camliiluto: Michael 1 accopLod tlio purple, and 
liafoye he sank vv\Co the eravc, tho m\\ oC Nw\.\\\U<\vwh iw\\dtwed thu eb'.wwuu'y 
of ma new aovoveign. flad Michael in tin ago of poueo ascemlvtl an bcvedl- 
taiy throne, he might have reigned and died tho fiUbm- of his iicojilo: ImL 
ims mild virtues ivoro adapted to tho shade of private life, nor iv'iw ho (*ii|i:ili]o 
oi controlling tlio ambition of hia equals, or of roMiHting’ the anna of tho 
victorious Bulgai’iuUH. Wliilo his want of ability and auLau'aa oxpoaiMl him 
to the contempt of tho soldiers, tlio ma.scidiuo spirit of liia wifo l‘roiii»ola 
awakened tJieir indignation. ^ 

ICven tho Greolcs of tlie ninlli century wore provoked Ity the iiiKohMicu of 
a icmalQ who, in tho front of tho atandavda, presumod Lo'direct ihinr tlia- 
cipline ami animate their valour; and their rKionUouH clunioiivH advised llni 
new Scmiminis to roveronco tho majosby of a Koinuu cunij). A (lor an uii- 
fliiCGGSsful campaign, the emperor left, in Uioir winter ciunrlin'.s of 'IMiviuas 
a disaffected army under tho eommaml of bis oncmicri; and liudr ludiiil 

soldiers to break tlio dominion of tlio ciinimlis, 

election, they marched toward.^ the capital; yet the clovLry, Urn mimuiU' 
fcroonq^ml°?^° ivdliovcd to Uio cause ol! Mioiaud; and 1 ) 1 .; 

war^ lb! Asia might liiivo prolraotod Llio miHciiiofH of civil 

(by tbo ivmUiious it will bo tormml his wralaioHs) 
inotealed, that not a drop of Ohnstiaii blood .should lio almd in ]iis (iniirrol 

ko^H of ihli ,!lirand 

1 . .1 e. f key were disarmed hy his mnoconoo and submission; liis life 
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aiidliw oyea wcro .spared; and tlio imperial uiouk enjoyed tho ctnuCorls o£ 
Kolitudo and religion above thirly^-two years after he luurboeii stripped of the 
purplo and separated from liia ■\vifo. 


LTCO TUB AlUIENIAN (813-820 A.D.) 

A rebel in tlio time of Nicepborus, the famous and unfortunate Bardanes, 
had once the eurioaity to consult an Asiatic i>ropliel, who after prognosticat¬ 
ing Ilia fall, aniiouiiGGd tho fortunes of his three principal officers, Leo ike 
Arineniiiii) Mielniol tlio Pluygian, and Tlioimis tho Cappadocian, tho sncccs- 
sivo reigna of the two former, the fruitless and fatal eiitcrpriao of tho third. 
'J’liis prodiotion was verified, or rathor was producod, by the event. Ten 
ycar.s aCtorwiirda, when tho Thraoiuu camp rejected tho husband of Procopia, 
tiic crown was proHonted to tho samo IjCo, tho first in military ranlc iiiul 
tho accjvot author of tlio nuiLiny. As ho affected to hesitate — “with this 
swurd,” Hiiid hia oouipaiiiou Miokaol, will opon tho gales of Ooiislanti- 
nnplo to your imperial sway; or iiistauLly plungo it into your bosom, if you 
obstiiuiLoly rc-sint tho just desires of your fellow-soldiers.” Tho coniplianoo 
of the Armeiiiun was rewarded with tho onipiro, and ho reigiiod seven yoars 
and a lialf under tho naino of Leo 

Six days aflor kU coronation, tho Bulgarian king, Crumn, aBsailed 
CnnsLiintinoplu; a plot to assassinate tho Bulgarian failed, but aniplo revengo 
was taken in tlio widosproad pillage and tho carrying oil to Bulgaria of fifty 
thousand pri-soiiors. Orumn died while preparing a now invasion; Leo 
destroyed hi.s army at hfosombria and ravaged Bulgaria (Bld).ff 

ICd'uoatod in a camp, and ignorant botli of laws and letters, ho introduced 
into hi.s oivil government tho rigour and ovon criioUy of military discipliiio ; 
lint if lu.s Hovovity was somotiincs dangorous to tlio innocent, it was luways 
I'ornudablo to tlio guilty. His roligiou.s inconstancy was taxed by tho opithot 
of cluiinoleon,bnt ilio Catholios Imvo aolcnowlcdgcd, by tho voice of a saint niul 
confessors, that Uia life of tho iooiioohwt^ was uscM to the repubJfc. The real 
of Ills companion hliuliiiel wa.s repaid with nche.H, honours, and inilitaiy com¬ 
mand; and ids snbordiiiato talents were boiiofioially employed in tho public 
Horvieo. Yot tho Phrygian was dissatisfied at rcooiving ns a favour n scanty 
portion of tlio imperial prize, which lie luid bestowed on hia equal j and hia 
(liscouteiit, wliicli soniotimcs evaporated in a hasty discourse, at length 
HH.sumud a moro tliroaloning mid lio.slilo ospeeb against a prince whom ho 
rcqn'osoiiLcd as a eriiol tyrant. That tyrant, however, ropoaletlly dotcoted, 
wai'iiud, niid di.smis.sed the old companion of his eanus, till fear luul rosont- 
inmit prevailed <ivcr gratitude; iind Michael, after a scrutiny into his actions 
and dosigiiH, was eonvictod of treasons, and sontonced to bo burned alive in the 
iui-mvco uC live private baths. The devout hiuuauity of tho empress Theo- 
piiuiio was fatal to lier husband inul family. A aolcmn day, tho twonty-fiftli 
of Dceciiibor, had liooii fixed for tho execution; elio urged that tho aiini- 
versary of tho Saviour’H birth would bo profaned liy thia inhuman spectacle, 
and Leo consonted with reliieUxncc to a docent roapito. 

On tho groat festivals, a clioscii band of pric.sta and chanters was admitted 
into tho paliieo by a private gale, to sing matins m tho oliapol; and Leo, 
who regulated with tho same striotneaa tlio discipline of tho olioir and of the 
camp, ^vas seldom absent from Llioso early devotions. In the ccclcaiastioal 

[‘ IIo oallod a fionoml Ccmnoll whicliaimthoirmtfsctl Taraslus nntl Niooplioriw, and, ropcHllng 
Llin acts of tho Comuill of Nlcioa, rmsioiUMl Uioio o£ 7S4.1 



233 


Tilli IIISTOHy OV THE EASTERN EAn’lIUC 

[suo 

luibit baL with aworcU iiinter their I'ohes, tlio coiiHplraLoi’H ininf'l('a ^nLli Iho 
nroocUioii, lurked in the angles of the chapel, and oxpeeL(!d, ua tlio mgiial of 
murdor, tlio intonation of tlie first pHiilm hy Dio emperor ImnaoH. Jlio 
imperfect light, and tho miifoniiiby of dross, iniglil have favonvea Ins esuapo, 
while their assault 'ivaa pointed against a hai'inlcHS pilost; but they nomi 
discovered their miatalco, and encompassed on all sides the royal victim. 
Without a weapon and without ii friend, ho grasped a woiglit}' cross, aiul 
stood at bay against Iho huntors of his life ; hut as lie asked for moroy, — 
“ This is the hour, not of mercy, but of vengeance,” was tlio inoxorablo reply. 
The stroke of a wcU-ainied sword sopamtetl from his body iho rigid urm and 
the cross, and Loo the Arraoiiiaii was shiiii at the foot of Llio altar. 


The Amorian Dynasty (820-8fiT a.u.) 

MlOllAl'U, II (820-820 A.U.) 

A nioinorablo r 0 vor.'=?o of fortune was cli.splayod in Miohaol JT, Avho, from 
n defect in hi.s speech, was suruamed the Siamnicror. IIo wiim wiiiitiduul frr)m 
the dory furnace to Iho sovoroignty of an onipivoj and na in the tumult u 
smith could not roadily be found, the fetloi-H romaimid on Iuh lags Kiivcrul 
hours after lie wa.s seated on the throne of tlio Cuisiii’n. 'i'lio royal hluod, 
which imd been the price of liis elevation, was unproiltably Hpent j in the 
purple ho retained the ignoble vicoa of his origin; and lust }uh 

provinooa with as supino indilferonco as if they hud been tlio inhoritamie of 
his fathova.^ HU title was disputed by Thomas, Um last (>[ the mvlitavy 
triumvirate, who transported into Europo fourseoro Uioii.Hiind ImrbjiriuuH 
from tlie banka of the Tigris and the shores of the Ciwpian. Ilo fornual (he 
siego of Constantinople; but the capital was dofondod with Hpiritmd and 
carnal weapons; a Bulgarian king nssaullod the camp of tlie Oi’icntals, iwid 
Thomas had the n\isfoYtnno» or the weakuesa, to fail alive into tim j)ower of 
the conqueror. The hands and feet of the rohol were ampututod 5 ho was 
placed on an ass, and, amid.st the insults of the pooplo, was led (lirougli the 
streets, which he sprinkled with liis Mood. After the death of Ids first wife, 
the emperor, at the request of Uio ficnal.e, drew from lior moimstory JCnjiliro.s- 
yne, tUo daughter of Constantino VI. Her augwat birth might justify a 
stipulation in the marriage contract that her cUildrou Hliould equally shave 
the empire with their older Iwotlicr. But the luiptiulfl of IMiuliaol and 
Euphrosyne were barron; and sho was oontent with tlio title of niotlier of 
Theoplillus, his son and successor. 


TIIBOPPriLirs (82t)-flI2 A.D.) 

TliD character of Thoophilus is a rare oxaniplo in which I’dligions /.oal lia.s 
allowed, and perhaps inaguUied, thu virtues of a horolio anil a porHoouior. 
His valour was often felt by the ouuniioa, and Ida justice by live subjeuta, oC 
iho mounrcliy; but the valour of Tlieojihilua was rush aiiil fvuitlo.sH, iiml 



might 

thfl domination of thoMolmmmcjdans wns not oonsldorcil hy tliQ nmjf)vi(,y 
aiul Sicily 60 soveio a calamity as wegcnomlly bellovc.*’— 



LEO 'illE TO ZnnSCES 223 

[820-8.'51 A D,] 

]iie juatico avbiti’tivy and cruel. He displayed the banner of the cross against 
the Saracens j but liis five expeditions were concluded by a signal over¬ 
throw C838)*, Amorium, Uio native city of hia ancestors, was levelled with 
the ground, and from bis military toils, he derived only the surname of the 
Unfortuunto. The wiadoin of a sovereign is comprised in the institution of 
laws and the clioico of magistrates, and Avhilo lie seems without action, his 
civil government revolves round his centre with the silence and order of 
the planetary flystem. But the justice of Theopliiiiis was fashioned on the 
iiiodol of fchfl oriental despots, who, in personal and irregular acts of author¬ 
ity, consult the reason or passion of tho momenl, without measuring the 
Bento nco by tho law, or tho penalty by tho offence. For some venial offences, 
some defect of oquity or Adgilanco, tho p>rincipal ministers, a prefect, a 
qiucstor, a captain of tho guards, wore biiniahed, or mutilated, or scalded 
with boiling pitch, or burned alivo in tlio liijipodromc j and ns these dreadful 
examples might bo the offocta of error or oaprico, they must liave alienaled 
from hia service the best and wiaeat of tho citizens. 

TheopliiUis might inflict a tardy veugcuuco on tlie assasBius of Leo iiud 
tho Havioura of bis father; but ho oujoyccl tho fruits of their crime; and 
his joaloua tyranny aacvificod a brother and iv prince to the future safety of his 
lUo. A Poraiau of tUo race of tho Sassanidm died in poverty and exile at 
ConstuntInoplQ, leaving an only aon, tho issue of a plebeian marriage. At 
the ago of twelve years, tho royal birth of Thcophobns was rovealod, and bis 
merit was not unworthy of his birth. He was educated in tho Byzantino 
palaoo, u Christian and a soldier; advanced witli rapid steps in ilm career of 
lovtune and glory 5 rcoGivod the hand of the emporov’s Bislor *, and was pi’o- 
moled to tho command of tliirty thousmid Forsians, wlio, like his fafclior, had 
fled from the Mohammedan conqtiorors. 


THEODORA AND MICFCAEL THE DRUNKARO (812-807 A.D.) 

Those troops, doubly^ infected with morccnaiw and faiuitio vices, wore 
dcBirous of revolting ngainHl their bonofaclor, and ereoting the standard of 
thoir native king: but tho loyal TJieopliohua rejected Ihoir offora, discoii- 
ooL’ied their gchomos, and escaped from thoir hands to tho camp or palace of 
hia royal brother. A gonorous coiifidonco might have secured a faithful and 
able guardian for his wife and hia infant .'ion, to whom Tkeopliilus, in the 
■flower of his ago, was compoUod to loavo tlio inhoritanco of ike empire. Bub 
liis jcaloiiBy was oxiisporatod by envy and diaeuso ; ho foarod tho dangerous 
virtues whioli might either support or oppress thoir infancy and woakness; 
and tho dying omxieror domandod tho head of tho Persian in'ince. With 
savago dolight ho recognised tlio familiar fcaturoa of hia brother i “ 'I'hoii art 
no longer Tlioophobus,” ho said; ami siiilung on his couch, lio added with a 
faltering voice, “ Soon, too soon, I shall bo no more Thcophilus 1 ” 

Yot his last clioico entrusted his -wife Tlioodora witli the guardianship of 
tho oniiiiro und her aon Michael, Avho was Icib an orphan in Ibo fifth year of 
Ins age. Tho restoration of images, and tlio final extirpation of ilie Icono¬ 
clasts,^ lias endeared hor niiino to tho devotion of the (rreeksj but in the 
fervour of religious zcul, Theodora oiitortained a grateful regard for the 
niomovy and salvaiiou of her husband. After -tiurteon years of a prudent 

[1 “ It In llio boast of oi’Uiodox hlstorJaag that ten Ihoasand PaullciaiiB poilBhed In thin man- 
nor. i'ar grealov mnuborfi, lunvover, cscaiXid Into tho province of iloUtoiia, wlioi'o thoSaiacor 
cinir giantcd tlioin proteolioii, ami naslslccl thorn to plan schemes of rovongo.”—P ini/Ay."] 
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aiul ftdminiftferation, sho povceived the docline ot lior iiiniicnou; buL 

the secoiul H’ono i^njlnted only the virtues of her pro(loooHS(jr. liisLotid of 
conspiring egainst the life or govornineiil of her son, she roUrotl, ^YiUlo\lt a 
fitniRgle, though nob -without u imivimiv, to the aolitndo of private life, dtj- 
ploniig the ingratitude, the vioea, and the iiiOvilablc ruin of L]iu woi'Llilo.sa 

‘^^^Aiiiong tlie suocessoi'fi of Nero ami ElagftbiUuH, wo Inivo not iiitliurLo 
found tJje imitation of ihoir vices, llio oliavaoter of a llonum induce who con. 
akleved pleasuvo aa the object of life, and virtuo ns the enemy of pleiiHuro. 
W^liatevor miglifc have been tho niatortial caro of Thoocloni in tlio education 
of Michael III, her iinfortunato sou wiis u tog before he was a man. 1 [ 
t)iQ ambitious mother labomwl to chock tho 2 »‘f>gi‘n«s of rtnison, hIjo cmibl 
not Gool the ebullitiQu of passion j mid lior solfifili policy was justly repaid 
by tho contempt and ingratitude of iUo headstrong youth. At tho ago of 
oighiocn ho rojoctod her authority, without fooling his ou-u inciipiiejty to 
govern the empire and himself. With Thoodorii, all gravity anil ivisdouj 
vetii'Gd from tho court: thoh pluco was auppliod ])y the aUenijilo dominion 
of vice and folly,* and it wim i!niM)Msil)lc, without forreiti)ig tlie iJiililie 
Gstceni, to acquire or pitserve t/ho favour uf Uw emperor, d’hc millions of 
gold and .silver wliich had been nccninnlatod for Ihe serviiu) of (bo stale, 
wore lavished on tho vilosl of nioii, who ilaUorwl his pus.sioi»H aiul sliarod his 
pleasures 5 and in a reign of thirteen years, tlio ritdieat (d Hovereign.s wiim 
compelled to strip the iiahioo and tho ohurohes of their prucimm fundtuvo. 
Like Nero, lie dcbgljted in Uio ainiiscinwil^ of tho thral-ro, iintl sigbral to );o 
surpassed in tho accomplishments in which ho should Inivo \)lnMhiMi li> i^xeel. 
Vet llio studios of Nero in music nnd poetry betrayed soniu sympLoms »»1' a 
liberal taste; the more ignoble artw of the Boiv of I'hcopbilna wove eimlined 
to tho chariot race of tho Jiiiqiodromo, 

Nut the most extraordinary feuturo in tho clmi’nctor of 'MieluKd is (be 
piofano mockery of the religion of hi.M country, 'Pbe snptsrsiition fd tljn 
Greeks might indeed excite Die smile of a I'hiJo.sojdior; ])nt liin Hiidlc' woiihl 
have been rational and iempovato, and lie must have conilinmuiil l)n> igniu'jml 
folly of a youth who insulted tlio objects of iniblic venomtion. A buffoon 
of the court was invested in tho robes of tho iHitriivrch; bi.s twidvo niotro* 
poUtaiis, among whom the oiupevov was ranked, ttHamuml ihuie ov.elvHiastiv.al 
garments; they used or abused tlio snored vesuiil.s of the aUm-; and, in their 
bacchaiiiiUan feasts, tho lioly coimiiuniou warn udmini.Hlorod in a inuuseoiis 
compound of vinegar and mustard. Nor wore those impions .s}>('i!lui‘loH con¬ 
cealed from tho eyes of the city. On the day of a .solemn fuMtiviil, the 
emperov, and bis bishcqis or buffoons, rode on liases through the slruols, 
cncoiintGrccl (ihe true i>iiti’icirch ut the lioiwl of his nlorgy, and, by (Jusii* lieoii- 
tious shoiit.s and obscono gestures, di.sordorod tlio gravily of ibo (bjrl.sLian 
procession.^ Tho devotion of Michael appeared, only in kouu\ cfCouco to 
leasoji Or piety; he roceived his iJmalriwil croivus Jrom (Jio sbifue of Dm 
Yii’glu; and an, imperial tomb was violated for Iho auke of burning (be 
boiiGs of Conatantino the Iconochist. Hy this extrnyagaiit co/HlUDt Dm soj] of 
Theopliilus bcciuuQ as contcmiitiblo as ho w'as odious; (iVery mli/.eii was 
irapatiGut for tlio deliverance of his country; and oven tJie i‘avi>Ui‘iti>.s of tiie 
moment were appvehcusivo that a caprice might .‘UiaU'.h aw'iiy what a uapi’icc 
had bestowed. In the thirtieth ycaa' of his iigo, and in tho I'miir of ijito.vion- 
tion and sleep, Michael III was murdered in his cluviuber by Um foundov of 

[■' ri'iilay« tliinlrs thatflomo of tliesostories in.iylic Uio ImyojiIIoii.h of fliUln'i'is of Mloliacl’H 
assassin ana successor, BtisiUJ 
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a new dynasty, whom the eraperot had raised io an equality of rank and 
power. 6' 

It was in his reign that PhoUua was illegally made Eatriavch and such a 
dissension created that the Homan pope was appealed to, as is described in 
the next volume under the Papacy. In 865 also the Russians made a raid 
on Constantinople. This was their first appearance to the eiviUzed world, 
and though they were driven off, they made a deep impression by their 
savagery.^ 


The Uasilian ok Macedonian Dynastv (8(J7-1057 a.d.) 

BASIL (807-880 A.D.) 

The Arsaoidea, the rivals of Romo, posaosaed 
the Boeptro o£ the East near four hundred years i 
a younger branch of these Parthian kings con¬ 
tinued to roign in Armenia; and their royal 
descendants survived the partition and servi¬ 
tude of that ancient monaroliy. Two of these, 
Artahanus and Chlienes, escaped or re¬ 
tired to the court of Leo I, l>is bounty 
seated thfevn in a sal© and hospitable exile, 
in tlie provinces of Macedonia; Hadriaj)- 
opolis was their final settlement. 

During several generations they main¬ 
tained the dignity of their birth; and their 
Roman patriotism rojectecl the tempting 
offers of the Persian and Arabian powers, 
who recnllod them to their native country. 
But their splendour was insensibly clouded 
by timo and poverty ; and the 
father of Basil was reduced to a 
small farm, which he cultivated 
with his own hands; yet he scorned 
to disgrace the blood of the Arsa- 
bides by o plebeian allianco; }jis 
wife, a widow of Haclrianopolia, 
was pleased to count among her an¬ 
cestors the great Constantine; and 
their royal infant waa connected by some dark, affinity o£ lineage or country 
with the Macedonian Alexander. No sooner was ho born than the oradle 
of Basil, his family, and his city, vreve swept away by an inundation of 
tho Bulgarians; he was educated a slave in a foreign land; and in this 
severe discipUno ho acquired tho hardiness of body and flexibility of mind 
which promoted hia future elevation. In tho ago of youth or manhood 
ho shared tho delivoranco of tho Roman captives, who generously broke 
thoiv fetters, marched through Bulgaria to tho shores of tho Euxino, de¬ 
feated two armies of barbarians, embarkod in the ships which had been 
stationed for their reception, nncl returned to Gonstantiiiopio, from whence 
they wore distributed to thoiv respoctivo homes. But the freedom of 
Basil was naked and clestiluto; his farm w«s ruined by the calamities of 
war. AfLor bis father’s death, his manual labour or service could uo longer 
support a family of orphans; and he resolved tosoelc a more conspicuous 
ii. w. —vor.. YIl. Q 
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tlieiitro, ill ivlucli every vivUio ami GVfli-y vice nmy loiia to tlio piillia of 

gre^ness. nighi. of \\h arrival at Constauiiuople^ witliout frioiiclK or luoiioy, 
the \v6ary pilgrim slcpi llie steps of tho ohurcli of SL. Hioiiiotlo; lio was 
fed by the ciisu<al hospitality of a monk, and was iJitrocUicod to tlio sorvico of 
a cousin and namesake of the emperor Tlieopliihis, who, ilmugh hiinsoH 
of a diminutive person, was always followed hy a tvani of tall and Imudsouio 
domestics. Basil attended his patron to tho govorninont of Poloponiicsiis} 
eclipsed, by his peraonal merit, tho birLli and digmiy of Timophihis, and 
formed a useful connection with a wonlthy and charitiiblo iiiiitroii of 1 atrus. 
Her spiritual or carnal love embraced the yoipg advonturor, whom she 
adopted as her son. Dauiftlis pi'GSoutod liiiu with thirty kIjlvos j iiud tho 
produce of her bounty was oxpeiuloci in tho support of liis l)rotliors, and 
the purohase of sonic largo estates in Maoodojiia. His gratitudo or ambi¬ 
tion still attaclied Idm to tlio service of Tlieojihilus; and a lucky uooidonl 
recommended him to the notioo of tlio court. 

A famous wrcatleisiu tho train of tho Ihilgariau amhiissiidors, had tloiiod, 
at fclie royal baiKineb, the boldo.9t and niost robust of tho (jrooks. TJio 
atrengdi of Basil was praised; lie accepted tho oliallongo, and tlio Imrliarlan 
ohninpioJi was overtlirown at the Jirsl oiisot. A lioiiutiful but vicuonn horse 
was ooiidomued to bo hamstnuiff; it was subdued by tho doxLority and oouv- 
age of tho servant of Thoopliims; and his con(].uoror was promoted lo an 
honourable rank in tho hniiorial stabloa. But it was impONHiblo to obtain 
the confidence of Mudiael without complying with his vices; and liin now 
favourite, the great ohaiuborlam of tho pahioo, wtui riviftod and mpipurtod hy 
a disgraoefid marriage with a royal oououbiuo, and tho dishnnenr of ]iis siator 
who succeeded to her place. 

Tile public administration Imd boon abandonwl to the omsar BarduH, tho 
brother and enemy of Thoocloraj but lUo avl-s of fomulo Infhionco ])»rHimdod 
Aliohael to Inito and to fear his uncle; ho was drawn from tloUHlautinoplo, 
under tlie pretext of a- Cretan expedition, and stabbed in tlio tout oC audi¬ 
ence, by the sword of tho chamborlain and in the proHoneo of tho einporor. 
About a month after this exoeution, Basil wuh inveHtod with the (illo of 
Augustus and tho government of tho oinpiro. Ho snpporlOLl this unotpial 
ussociftblou till liis iufiuenco lyas fortified by pomilur uhIoqui. IUh life wan 
endangered by tlio caprico of tho omporor; and Ids dignity was profaned by 
a secoud colloaguo, who had rowed in the gailoyH. Yot (hti innrdor of hi.s 
benefactor must be condonined as an act of iiigratiUido and l.reiiHonj and 
the ohureliG^ -svluch he dedicated to tho niiiuo of St. Michael wero a poor 
and puerile expiation of his guilt. 

But the most solid praise of Basil is drawn from tho ooinparisou of a 
ruined and a flourishing monarchy, that wliicli ho wrosLud from tliu dlsHohitei 
Michael, ftiid that which ho hoquoathed to tho Maccdoniiui dyniisty,^ Tiio 
evils which had been sanctified by time and oxumplo wore covrmUod by Ivin 
master-hand; and he revived, if not tho national spirit, iit IoiihL tho order 
and majesty of the Roman Einpiro, Ilis apiilication was iiidoliiLigtibhi, bin 
tempor cool, his midorstanding vigoi’ous and dccisivo ; and in hiH jiraolioo ho 
observed that rave and salutary iiiodoration, which puvBurs each virtue at an 
equal distance between tlie oppo.site vico.s. His military Horvicc luul boon 
confined to the palace; nor was tho omporor ondowisd with tho spii'it or tlie 
talents of a warrior. Yet niulor his roigii Uio Homan nrniH wore again for- 


“Basil founded,” says Finlay «, '* iho laV(|;csi dynaily Umt vvvlod In t\>e Uyznniluo oinijiin ” ] 
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niidable to the Aa aoou iia he had fonued a new army by disci- 

IDlino and exercise, lie appeared in person on the banhs of the Euphrates, 
curbed the pride of the Saracens, and suppressed the dangerous though ivist 
revolt of the Maniclijcana.^ 

But his priiicipal merit was in the civil administration of the finances and 
of the laws. To roploni&h an exhausted treasury, it was proposed to resume 
tho lavish and iU-jfiaced g-ifbs of his predoccesor; his prudence abated one 
moiety of the restitution, and a sum of £1,200,000 sterling was instantly 
procured to answer tlie mast pressing demands, and to allow some 
space for the matiiro operations of economy. Among the various schemes 
for tho improvement of tho revenue, n now mode was suggested of capita¬ 
tion, or tribute, which would have too much depended on tlie arbitrary dis- 
oretioii of the assessors. A sufficient list of honest and able agents was 
mataiitly produced by tho minister^ but^ on the more careful scrutiny of 
Basil himself, only two could be found who might be safely entrusted with 
Hiioh dangerous powers; and they justified hia esteem by declining his confi¬ 
dence, But tho serious and successful diligence of the emperor established 
by degrees an 6(|uitablo balance of property and payment, of receipt and 
expenditiiro] a peculiar fund was appropriated to each service; and a public 
method secured the interest of tho pruico and the property of the people. 
After reforming tho luxury, ho assigned two patrimonial estates to supply 
the decent plenty of the imjierial table j tlie contributions of the subject 
^yero reserved for his defence; and tho residue was employed in the embel¬ 
lishment of the capital and provinces. 

Ill thooharaoter of a judge he was assiduous and impartial, desirous to 
gave, but not afraid to strike; the oppressors of the people were severely 
ohastisecl, but hia personal fooa, whom it might bo unsafe to pardon, were 
condemned, after the loss of their eyes, to a life of solitude ancf repentance. 
Tho change of language and manners demanded a revision of the obsolete 
jurispriidcnco of .TusUnian. The voluminous body of liis Iji$tiiute3i JPan- 
(leota, C7ode, and N'ovda was digested under forty titles, in tho Greek idiom; 
and the Basilica^^ which were improved and oomplelod by his son and grandson, 
must bo referred to tho genius of tlie original founder of their race. This 
glorious reign was tormiunled by an acoiclont in tho chase. A furious stag 
ontang'led hishorns in the hoH ol Basil, and raised him from his horse; he was 
rescued by an attonclaiit, who out the bolt and slew tlie animal; but tlie fall 
or tlio fevor exhausted the stroiigtli of tho aged monarch, and ho expired in 
the palace amidst tho tears of his family and people. If lie struck off the head 
of the faitliful servant for prosumiiig to draw Iiis sword against liis sovereign, 
the pride of despotism, which liad lain dormant in liia life, revived in the 
hist inouiGiits of despair, when he no longer wanted or valued the opinion 
of mankind. 

Of tlie four sons of the oiuporor, Constantino died before liis father, whose 
grief and credulity wore amused by a flattering impostor and a vain appari¬ 
tion.^ Stephen, tlie youngest, was coutonl with the honoura of a patriarch 

n Tim Saracoiifl were clrlvoii out of various Italian alroiigUolds which gave nllcglanoe to Con- 
fittintlnople. nut Sloily was lost in 878, and though Cyprus was icgaiued, It wna also losl again,] 

H'lhat ie, ttiB colony oi VanWcami tiagVtliVDS iorvftfeiV jA ivttoi tW ot 

Thftodora.] 

'Hio BRslllca 1 ‘onmlncd the law of Uio ByKantiiioompiro,” BaysPii)lay,» " till Its conquest 
hy the FiuiikH, and It nontlmiccl In use as tho national law of Uie Greoks at Mlcfea, Constantinople, 
mid Troblzond and In tho Movoft, until tboy woro conquered by the Ottomans.”] 

[I CoiiBtmitino was proclaimed Augustus In 808 and died In 870. He was the eighth oi the 
uaino according lo V.ckhol and tlio ninth according to Humphreys.] 
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and a saint : i^oth Leo and Alexander alite were iuyeHied with the puvple, 
but the powers of government were solely exomaea by the oULor brothev.p 


LEO VI TM pntLOSOPTtBB (88(5-011 A.D.) 

The Saracen tVar continued iliirinjr Ins I’eign; the clucf (ivils anircrod 
being the loss of the second city of the einpiro, TliOHaalouicMi, wliich was 
taken after a bitter siege, 004, and gnckod with groat niililosaneH.s. Over 
twenty thousand of tlio inhabitants, oscaihng death, wm'o sold into slavery. 
The Romans also suffered naval defeat in 912. Tlio Htilganiiiis in 890 liiul 

forced a shameful poiico on I*co.« « , 

The name of Loo VI lias boon dignified witli tho LiLlo of iiliiloHophor, and 
the unvonof the pdncQ and the sagCv ef tlio activo and spocnlativo virtues, 
would indeed oonstituto tho porfootion of litiman iminre. Hut tho claims of 
Leo are far short of this ideal oxcollcnco. 

If we still inq.uire tho reason of liis sago iippellalifni, it oiin only Ix^ replied 
that the son of Basil was less ignorant than iha greater part of Jus eontcnn- 
poraries in ohuroh and state; that Ida (iducntion had boon divoolod by the 
fearnod Photius; and that several books of profane and ooidoHiaHlloiil seionee 
were composed by the pen, or in bbo name, of tho iniporial pliiloH(jphur. But 
the reputation of his philosophy and religion wan ovorihrown by ii domoHlio 
vice, the repetition of his nv\x>tial8. 

In tlio beginning of his reign Leo liiiuself had aliolislu’d Lbo siiito of eon- 
ouhineR, and coudeuuiGd-, witlumt auuulUug^ third, mavriagtui; hut hla patvU 
otisni and love soon compelled liini to violate liis own lau's and to inonr tlio 
penance which iii a simUar case lie had imposed oji his Hul)jn«3U, In ]uh first 
three nllinnoos, his nuptial bod was iiiifrnittal; tho omporor roiiuirod a fmaalo 
companion and the enipirQ a logitiinnto lioir. TJio Imanlifnl Zoo was intro- 
duoed into tho pahico as a eoiicuhiiu^; and iiftoi* a trial of lior finmndity and 
the birth of Coustaiitiiie, Uoi* lover dcclarod Ins inioutiou of legitimating tho 
mother and the child by tho eclobratioii of bis fourth iniptuilM. But Llui 
patriarch Nioholns refuaed his blessing; tho iniiwrial baptism of tlie young 
prince was obtained by a. promise of sopavation, and the ooninnnunouh hus¬ 
band of Zoe was excluded fi'om the communioji of tho failpbfnl. Noithor fho 
fear of exile, nor tho desertion of Uiu broUu’On, nor tlio authority (if Urn Latin 
church, nor the danger of failure or doubt iu tho MUcc(.isNion to tlm oni])in', 
could bond tho spirit of tho infioxihlo monk. After tho doiith of Luo, lio was 
recalled from exile to the (sivil and cccIo.siastioa! iidnuiiiHtniLioii; juid tlio 
edict of union Avhicli was promulgated in tho luiino of (Imistiuil.ino con¬ 
demned the future scandal of fourth iiuiiTiageH, and loft a taoit impututiou 
on bis own birth. 

CONSTANTINE VII PORPHYKOaKNJTna (911-1)10 A.lJ.) (04'I-'nr.O A.D.) 

In the Greek language purplo and porphyry aro tho saino word j and uh tlio 
colours of nature are iiivariable, wo may learn that a dark deep rml svan tho 
Tyrian dyo which stained the purplo of tho uudcnlH. An ajavvlmunl of 
the Byzantine palace was lined with porphyry; it wuh roHoiviul for tho uho 
of the pregnant ompresses; and the royal birth of their cliildron wus ex¬ 
pressed by tliG appellation of porpliyrogeuito, or bom in tho purphi. Bovoral 
of the Roman princes had been blessed with an heir j but LIuh peculiar sur- 
naiuG was first applicid to Ooustaiitine VH. His life and tituhir roigii were 
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of eqxviil dumbion j ljul of iifly-four years, six had elapsed before his father’s 
death; and fclio son of Leo was over the voluntary or reluctant subject of 
those who oppressed his wcaluiess or abused Ids coiihdence. Ilis uncle Alex¬ 
ander, who had long been invested with the title of Augustus, was the first 
colleague and governor of tlie young prince; but in a rapid career of vice 
and folly, tlie brother of Leo already emulated the reputation of Michael; and 
when he was extiiiguislied by a timely death* he entertained a project of 
castrating’ his nephew, and leaving the empire to a worthless favourite. 


ROaiANUS I-.lSCAl‘BNt}S fOlO-flU -V.D.) 

Tlio succeeding years of tJm minority of Constantine were oooiipied by 
his luother Zoo, and a succession or council of seven regents,^ who pursued 
their interest, gratified their passions, abandoned the republic, supplanted 
cacli other, and finally vanished in the presence of a soldier, Froni an ob¬ 
scure origin, Hoiuanns Lccapenua had raised himself to the command of tho 
luival armies; and iu tho anarchy of tlie tiine.s, had deserved, or at least had 
obtained, tlie national ostoom. With a victorious and affectionate fleet,^ he 
sailed from the mouth of the Danube into tho harbonv of Oonatantiirople, 
and was hailed as the deliverer of tlio people, and tho guardian of the prince. 
His supreme oflioe was at first defined by the new appelhition of father of 
tho emperor 5 but lloiminus soon disdained tho subordinate powers of a min¬ 
ister, and assumed with tlio titles of Ctesar uiid Augustus tlie full indepen¬ 
dence of royalty, which ho held neai- five-juid-lwcnly yeiirs. His throe sons, 
Christopher, Slopluuius, and Coiistautine VIII, wore adorned with the same 
honours, and tlio lawful emporor was degraded from the first to fcho fifth rank 
in this college of princes. Yet, in tho preservation of Jiis life and orown, ho 
might still applaud lua own fortune and the clemonoy of tho usurper. 

Tho examples of ancient and modern history would linvo excused Iho 
ambition of Romanus; tho powers and tJio laws of the empire were in his 
band; tho spurious birth of Conslaniino would have justified his oxolusion; 
and the grave or the luonaatory was open to receive the son of tlio coiiou- 
bine. But Looapeuus does not appear to have possessed either the virtues 
or tho vioGS of a tyrant. Tlio studious temper and retirement of Constan¬ 
tine disarmed tho jealousy of power: his books and music, hia pea imd 
his pencil, were a constant source of aimisoiiiont; and, if ho could iinprovo 
ii scanty allowance by the sale of his picUirus, if their price was not enhanced 
by the nanio of tlie artist, lie wjis endowed with a personal talent, whioli 
few princes could oniploy in iho hour of adversity. 

Tlio fall of llomanus was occasioiiod by his own vices and those of his 
children. After tho decease of Oliriatoplier, his eldest son, the two surviving 
brothers quarrelled with each other, and oonaijired against their fathor. At 
the hour of noon, when all strangers wore regularly excluded from the 
palaco, they entered Ins apartment with an armed force, and conveyed him, 
iu the habit of a monk, to a small island in tho Propontis, which was peopled 
by a religious comniiuniy. Tlio rumour of this domestic revolution excited 

[1 Dm’IiiK Llio rogoiicy tho Ilyzajitinofl won ft balUo In Cni'la, and Invnclecl Sarncoii territory 
with fiUCCCBS. 1 

[2 Acjooullng to l'’iiiliiy,ii UoiiiaiittshadsaneduWfty wUliout a battle, after tho land-forcea iiad 
been cnialungly defealGcl by llio Hulgnrlan king, Simeon, at AcUcIouh, 017. In 021, and again hi 
n2.y, Simoon ponotratocl to the walls of Oonslautiuoplo. In 034 ftntl In 043 tho Ilimgftrlnna Imd 
nice faucooBs, being bougla off on both ocaoHiaus In 008, howovni, llioy were defeated. Tho 
Italian provinces undorwont Hlmllar violssltnclcn.] 
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ft tuiiiwlt in the city; but Porpliyrog&uHna aloue, tho tvuo luid livwlwl tiiu- 
neror, was the object of the public o»ro; and the aoiie of I.ocapuiuiH wore 
tauffhh by tardy experience, that they had achiovod a Ruilty and poriloua 
enterprise for the benerifc of their rival. Tlunr siafcor Ilolojia, ilio wife of 
Constantine, revealed, or supposed, their tronchevons design of ftssusainating 
her husband at the royal banquet. His loyal adliorejiis wore ahirinod j and 
tlie two usurpers were prevented, soi'/.od, degraded from Uio puvplo, and 
embarked for the same island and nion«story wiioro Uieii- faihor bad boon bo 
lately coiiiined. Old Hoinanus mot thorn on the l>oaoh with a HnYeas\,io mile, 
and, after a just reproacli of tlieir folly and ingratitude, prcsojitocl his im¬ 
perial colleagues with an equal nharo of Ins water and vogoUblo dicit. 

Ill the fortieth year of his reign, Oonstaiiline VII obtiiinod the possos- 
aion of the Eastorn world, which ho ruled, or scorned to rule, near Tiftcon 
But he was dovoid of that energy of eliaraoter whicJi could cniorgo 
into ft life of action and glory; and the studies which had ivmusod and dig¬ 
nified his leisure were inconipatiblo \vitli the serious duties of a sovereign. 
The emperor neglected the practice to instruct his son Homan ns in iho 
theory of governiuent j while lie indulged tlio habits of intonipcranoo and 
elobh, he dropped the reins of the adminislration into tho hands of Helena 
hie wife; and, in t)ie shifting scoiio of her favour and oajnico, each minister 
was regretted in tho promotion of a more ^Yf>Hlllos8 successor. Yot tho birth 
and miafortunes of Coiiatantiiio liad ondeavod him to tlio CTi'ucky; they ox- 
oused hia failings; tlmy respected his learning, hia innuconoo and charity, 
his love of justice ; and tho ceremony of his funeral was nioumod with tljo 
unfeigned tears of his subjects (969V The body, acoordin|? to ancient oua- 
tom, fay in state in the vestibule ot the palaco; and tlio civil and military 
officers, tho patricians, tho senate, and the clergy, upproaclicd in duo order 
to adore aud kiss the inanimate corpse of tlioir aovoroign. Before tho pro¬ 
cession moved towards the imperial eopulohro, a lierald proclaimed thia 
awful admonition: “Arise, O king of tho world, nud oboy tho Bummons of 
tho King of kings 1 ” 


KOHrANOB H (050-003 A.P.) 

The death of Oonstantine was imputed bo poifioii; and liis boh llomaiuis, 
who derived that iiaino from his inatornal grundfaUioi', fincoudod tlio throne 
of Oonsiantinoplc. A iirinco, who, at the ago of t^vonly, could ho Hua- 
pected of anticipating his inheritance, must have been already hwt in the 
public esteem j yet Romanus was rather weak Ihan wiulcod; and Uio hugest 
sliare of the guilt was trimaforrcd to his wife, Tlujopluuio, n wonnin of haso 
origin, masculine spirit, and flagitiotm manners. Tho yunso of purHoiml glory 
and public liappiness, the true ploiisuros of royally, woro iiiiknowji to tho 
son of Constantino; and while tho trvo brothers, Hioophorus and Luo, tri¬ 
umphed over the Saraceng, the hours which tho emperor owed to his peojile 
wore consumed in strenuous idlenoss. 

In strength and boauty he was conspionoub above his cquids ; tall and 
straight aa a young cypress, his oomiilexion was fair and llorid, Iiib oyes 
sparkling, hia shoulders broad, hU uqsg long and af^uiluia. Yet tweiv Uwa'i 
perfections were insufficient to fix tho love of Thoophaiio; and, aElor a reign 
of four years, Tlieophaiio mingled for her huabaud thoHumo deadly draught 
which she was thought to have oompoaed for hia fathor. 

By hig marriage with this impious AVoman, Romanug the Yoiuigor left two 
sous, Basil IT and Constantino IX, and two daughters, Thoophano and Anne. 
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TJi 0 eldoL' sister ^vas given to Otto II emperor of the Westj the younger 
became the wife of Vladimir, grand duke and apostle of Russia, and, by the 
marriage of her granddaughter with 1-Ienry I, king of France, the blood of 
the JIacedoniana, and perhaps of the Araacides, etilL flows in tlie veins of the 
Bourbon hue. 

After the death of Jior husband the empress aspired to reign in the name 
of her sons, the older of whom Avas live, and the younger only two years of 
age; but she soon folt the instability of n throne Avhich was supported by a 
female avIio could not be caleeincd, and tAVo infants who could not be feared. 
Theopluirio looked around for a protector, and tlireAV herself into the arms of 
the bravest soldier; her heart Avua capacious j but the deformity of the new 
favourite rendered it more than probable that interest was the motive and 
excuse of her love. 


mCErHOltUS PHOOAS (003-OCO a.d.) 

Nioepliorns Phooas united, in the popular opinion, the double merit of a 
hero and Baivvt. In the former character, his qualifications were genuine and 
splendid: the descendant of a race illustrious by their military exploits, ho 
had displayed in every station mid in every p)rovince the courage of a sol¬ 
dier and the conduct of a chief; and Nicephorue was oroAvned with recent 
laurels, from the ijuportanfc conquest of the isle of Crete. His loligion was 
of a more ambiguous cast; and fiis Uair-clotli, his fo.8ts> Ms pious idiom, and 
Ills Avish to retire from the business of the Avorld, Avere a convenient mask 
for his dark and dangerous ambitiom Yet he imposed on a. holy patriarch, 
by whose influence, and by a decree of the senate, he was entrusted, during 
the minority of the young princes, Avitlitlie absolute and indopeiuleiit com¬ 
mand of the oriental atnues. As soon us ho had secured the leaders and the 
troops, ho boldly marched to Constantinople, trampled on his enemies, 
avowed his correspoudonoo Avitli the empress, and, without degrading her 
sons, assumod, with the title of Augustus, the prc-einiiieucB of rank and the 
pleiiitiulo of power. But his marriago with Theophano Avas refused by 
the same patriarch avIio had placed the crown on Ins head; by his second 
nuptials he incurred a year of canonical penance; a bar of Bpiritual affinity 
was opposed to their celebration; and some evasion and perjury were re¬ 
quired to sileiico the scriqdes of the clergy and jiGojile. The popularity 
of tlie emperor Avas lost in the purple; in a reign of six years he provoked 
tlio hatred of strangers and subjects, and the hypocrisy and avarice of the 
first Nioepliorus were revived in his successor. In the nse of his patrimony, 
the generous temper of Nicephorns had been proved, and tlie revenue wns 
strictly applied to the service of the state; each spring the emperor marched 
ill person against the Saracens, .ami every Komau might compute the employ¬ 
ment of his taxes in triumphs, conquests, and the seourity of the Eastern 
barrier. £7 


TII19 AVAim OJ}' mClfiUHORUS 

The darling object of Nicophonia was to break iho poAverof tlie Saracens, 
and extend the frontiers of the empire in Syria and Mesopotamia. In the 
eiiring of 964, he assembled an army against Tarsus, Avliioli Avas the fortress 
that coA’^ered the Syrian frontier. Next year (905), Nicephorvis again formed 
tlie aiogo of Tarsus Avifcli an army of forty thonaand men. The place Avns 
inadequiitcly supplied Avith provisions; and though tho inhabitants Avere a 
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warlike race, wlio Lad long cju*ried on Lncuraions into Uio ByziiuUne terri- 
tory, they were compelled to abandon their native city, and retiro into Syria, 
carrying with them only their personal clothing. A rieh cji'ohm, wliioli the 
Saracens Lad taken when they dosti’oyed the liyzantino army inidor SLypiotus 
in the year 877, waa recovered and. placed in the chiu'ch of St. Sophia at 
Constantinople. The bronae gatee o£ Taims and MopauosLia, wlucli wore 
of rich workmanship, wore also removed and placed by Nicephorus in the 
new citadel he had constructed to defend tho pahico. In Uio same year 
Cyprus waa reoonq^uered by an expedition mulor the command of the putrioiau 
Nioeta.g. 

For two years the emperor ivaa occupied at Conatantinoplo by tlio civil 
adminiatratioii of the empiro, by a ihroatonod invasion of tho Ilnugarians, 
and by disputes with the king of Hulgarift; but in 0G8 Uu again rosiimod 
the command of the army in the East. Early in siwing lio nuU’ohod past 
Antioch at the head of eighty thouauiid and witliniit stopping to besiego 
that city, he rendered himself master of Uio fortified places in its noighbonr- 
hood, in order to out it off from all relief from tho ualiph of Baghdad. Ue 
then pushed forward hia conquosbs j Haodicoa, IliorapoliH, Alopjjo, Area, and 
Emesa wore taken, and I'ripoUs and Dmuascua paid tribute i.i> save thoii' 
territory froin beinc laid waste. lu this ciimijaigu many reiicH wore huv- 
rendored by the Mohammedans. lu ooiisofiuonoc of tlie approach of wiutor, 
tho emperor led his army into winter quurtortj, and deforrcul fonniiig the 
siege of Antiooli until the ensuing spring, lie loft Uio piUriciiui llurt/.os in 
a fort on the Black Mountain, with orders to waleh tho city and provout the 
inhabitanb from colleobing provisions and military stonw'. T’ho rcniaindcv 
of the anny, vinder the oorumaud of Potov, was stationed in GiUoia. Ae lie 


wua anxious to raaevve to himself the glory of vostoring AutiuoU to the 
empire, he ordorod hia lieutonauts not to attack tliu city din-ing liis abHoiice. 
But one of tlie spies employed by llurtKes brought hini Lho muaHuro of tho 
heiglit of a tower which it was easy to approach, and tlie Icjnptatioii to tako 
the placo hy surprise was not to be rcsietod. Accordingly, on a dark winter 
night while there was a heavy fall of snow, BurUus placed himHoU at 
the head of three hundred chosen men, and gained posscBsiau of two of tliu 
towers of Antioch. He immediately sent off a courier to Botov, roquoating 
him to advance and tako possession of Lho city 5 but Fetor, from four of tho 
emperor’s jealousy, delayed moving to tlio assiatanoo of Burizon for three 
days. During tliis interval, howovor, Burtzes dofondod liimyclf uguinst 
uie repeated attacks of tho wholo population, tliough with great dUllculty. 
The^ Byzantine army at length arrived, and Antioch was annexed to the 
empire aflei.’ having remained 328 years in the power of the SaraeeuH. I'he 
cixiperoi Nicephorus, instead of rewarding llurtKos for his energy, disnuHaud 
both Inm^aiid Peter from their commands. 

rixe hatimito caliph Moez reigned at Kairowaii, and was already eontoni- 
platnig the conqueat of Egypt. Nicephorus not only rofusod to iiay him tho 
tribute of eleven thousand gold byzants, stipalaLod by UoninnuH 1 , but oven 
sent an expedition to wrest Sicily from the Sanicena. Tim obiuf conimmid 
wasentrustod to Nicetas, who had conquered Cyprus; and tlm army, con¬ 
sisting clnefiy of cavalry, was more particularly placod under Uio ordors of 
Manuel Phocas, the emperor’s cousin, n daring oflieor. 'rim troohH wore 
lauded on the eastern coast, and Manuel raalily advaneod, until ho wuh snr- 

w little proimniUtm 

^ 7 Stormed and ho iuinsoli; lakun pris- 

oner and sent to Africa. ^ 
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Tlic affau'd of Italy were, as usual, embroiled by local causes. Otto, tiie 
emperor of fcbo W est, appeai'ed at the head of an array in Apulia, and having 
secured the assistance of Pantlulf, prince of Benoventum, called Ironlioad, 
carried on the war with freq^uent viciasiludes of fortune. Iroiihead was 
taken prisoner by the Byzantine general, aud sent captive to Constantinople. 
But the tyrannical conduct of the Byzantine officuils lost all that was gained, 
by the superior discipline of tlie troops, and favoured the progress of the 
German arms. Society had fallen into such a state of isolation that men 
were more eager to obtain immunity from aU taxation than protection for 
industry and property, and the advRutagos of the Byzantine administration 
ceased to be appreciated. 

The European provinces of the empire were threatened with invasion both 
by the Hungarians and Bulgarians. In 966 Nicephorua was apprised of the 
intention of the Hungarians, and he solicited the assistance of Peter, Icing of 
Bulgaria, to prevent their passing the Danube- Peter refused, for he had 
been compelled to conclude a treaty of peace ^Yith the Hnugarians, \vho 
had invaded Bulgaria a sJiort time before. It is even said that Peter took 
advantage of the difficulty in which Nicephovus appeared to be placed, by 
the numerous wars that occupied his troops, to demand payment of the tribute 
Roinanus I had promised to Simeon. Nicephoros, in order to punish the 
insolence of one whom he regarded as his inferior, sent Calocyres, the son of 
the governor of Chorson, as ambassador to Russia, to invite Sviatoslaff, the 
Varangian prince of Kieff, to invade Bulgaria, and entrusted him with a sum 
of fifteen hundred pounds’ weight of gold, to pay the expenses of the expe¬ 
dition. Calocyres proved a traitor: lie formed an alliance with Sviatoslaffi 
proclaimed himself emperor, and involved the empire iji a bloody war with 
tlio Russians. 

With all his defects, Nicephorus was cue of the most virtuous men and 
oonsoienUous sovereigns that ever occupied the throne of Constantinople. 
Though horn of one of the noblest and wealthiest families of tlie Eastern 
Empire, and sure of obtaining the highest offices at a proud and luxurious 
court, he oliose a life of liaraaUip iu Yiureuit of military glory ^ and a ooii- 
teinporary historian, Leo Diaconus,® who wrote after Jiis family had been 
ruined by proscription and Ins name had become odious, observes, that no one 
had ever seen him indulge in revelry or debauchery even in his youth. 

Among the warriors who promoted his elevation, and served under his 
standard, a noble and valiant Armenian had deserved and obtained the moat 
eminent rewards. The stature of Joannes Ziraiaces was below the ordinary 
standard 5 but this diminutive body was endowed with strength, beauty, and 
the soul of a hero. By the jealousy of the emperor’s brother, he was degraded 
from the office of general of the East, to that of director of the posts, and 
his murmurs were chastised with disgrace and exile. But Ziinisoea was 
rnnlced among ilie mimerous lovers of the empress. On her hitercossion ho 
was permitted to reside at Ohtilcedon, in the neighbourhood of the capital; 
her bounty was repaid in liis clandestine and amorous visits to the palace j 
and Thoophano consented with alacrity to the death of an ugly and penurious 
hiishaiid. Some bold and trusty conspirators were concealed in her most 
private chambers j iii tlie darkness of a winter night Zimisoos, with his prin¬ 
cipal companions, embarked in a small boat, traversed the Bosporus, landed 
at the palace stairs, and silently ascended a ladder of ropes, which was cast 
down by the female attendants. Neither his own suspicions, nor the warn¬ 
ings of his friends, nor the tardy aid of liia brother Leo, nor the fortress 
which lie had erected in the palace, could protect Nicephorus from a domestic 
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foo, ab whose voice every door was opened to the asaiiBsiiis. As ho slept on 
a bearshiu oji tlio ground, he was rousod by tlioir noisy iiitruHion, and thirty 
daggers glittered before liis oyes. 

It is doubtful wliether Zimisoea imbriicd liia bauds in ibo blood of his 
sovereign ; but he enjoyed tlio iiilituiuin speotaclo of rovongo. TIk? murder 
was protracted by insult and crnelty ; and as soon as the bond of NiooplioniH 
was sliown from the window, tlie tiuniilt was Imshcd, and ilio Anneniau was 
empoi'or of the East. On the day of lua coroiiivUon, ho vviia stopped on tho 
threshold of St. Sophia by tlie intrepid patriarch j wlio charged Ins oonsoionoo 
with the deed of treason and blood; iiud required, as a sign of rcqioulauco, 
that he should separate himself from Jiis more criminal aasooiate. TIuh sally 
of apostolical zeal was not offonaivo to the prince, sinco Iio could noitlmr lovo 
nor trust u woman who had ropeateclly violatod the most gaurod oldigations ^ 
and Theophano, instead of sliariug Ida imporial iortnne, was dismissed with 
ignominy from his bed and palace. 

In their last interview, she diaplayod a fruntio luid iin])otcni riigo 5 uccuiHod 
the ingratitude of lier lover j assaultod with word.s and blows hor non Ihisil, 
as he stood silent and siibmissivo in the prosonoo of a suporior colloaguo ; and 
avowed lior own proatitntioii in prooliviming tho illogitinuioy oC bis birth. 
The publio indignation was apj)eased by liov oxilo and tho jnmislinioiit of tho 
meaner accomphees 5 the detilb of an unpopular prinoo wins forgivoii j and 
the guilt of Ziinisces was forgotten in the splendour of bis virtuns. Porliaps 
his profusion was leas nsofui to Iho rslato than Iho nvariuo of NiuephoruH ; 
but his gentle and generoua behaviour doliglitod all who iipproaohed Jiis 
person ; and vl was only in the paths of victory that ho U-oil in the fijolstcps 
of his predecessor. The groate.st part of his reign was unipioyod in tlio camp 
and tho field. ^ HU poraoual valour aud activity wovo sigualiHcd ou the biu\- 
ube niid tho Tigris, the ancioiit boundai'ios of the Uonimi world j and by liis 
double triumph over the Russians and the Saraccim, ho dcaorvod tho tillofl of 
saviour of the empire nnd conqueror of tho ISasl.p 





CHAPTER Vin 

GLORY AND DECLINE OF THE EMPIRE 
[0(19-1204 A.i) ] 

The Russian war was tlie great event of the reign of Joannes Zimisoas. 
The military fame of the Byzantine emperor, who wns uiKiiTestiouably the 
ablest general of hia time, tlie gmtnesa of the Russian natioii, whose power 
]iow overshadows Europe, tlie scene of the contest, clestineil in our day to be 
again the battle-field of Ruasian armies, and the political iutereat which 
attaches to the first attempt of a Ruasian prince to march by land to Con- 
aUuitinoplo, all combine to give a practical as well as a romantic intoreat 
to this war. 

The first Ruasian naval expedition agaiuet Constantinople in 865 would 
probably have been followed by a series of plundering excursions, like those 
carried on by the Danes and Normans on the coasts of England and France, 
had not the Turkish tribe called the Patzinaks rendered themsBlvesmaBteis of 
the lower course of the Dniopor, and become instruments in the hands of the 
emperors to arrest the activity of the bold Varangians. The northern rulers 
of lCief£ were the same rude warriors that infested England and Franco, but 
the Russian people was then in a more advanced state of society than the mass 
of the population in Britain and Gaul. The majority of the Russians were 
freemen ; the majority of the inhabitants of Britain and Gaul were serfs. 

After the defeat in 866, the Russians induced tlieir rulers to send envoys 
to Constantinople to renew commercial intercourse, and invite Christian 
missionaries to visit their country; and no inconsiderable portion of the peo¬ 
ple ombraced Christianity, though the Chiistiau religion continued long after 
better known to the Russian merchants than to the Varangian warriors. 
The commercial relations of the Russians with Cherson and Constantinople 
wore now carried on directly, and numbers of Russian traders took up their 
L’esi(ionce in these cities. The first oomaierclal treatj' between the Russians 
of Kioff and the Byzantine Empire was concluded in the reign of Basil 1. 
The intercourse increased from that lime. In the year 902, seven hundred 
Russians are mentioned ns serving on board the Byzantine fleet with high 
pay ; in 936, seven Russian vessels, with 416 men, formed part of a Byzan¬ 
tine expedition to Italy ; and in 949, six Riiasiau vessels, witli 629 man, were 
engaged in the unsuccessful expedition of Gongyles against Crete. In 966, 
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a corps of Rnssifins acconiixuiiecl Uio uiiforfciiiuiLo oxpecliiioji t>f Nitiotan to 
Sioilj. There can he no clouht that llieae were all Vnranpans, fainiliiir, like 
the Danes aiid Nonnana in the West^ with the dangers t)l’ ilio sea, and not 
native Ilussiaua, whose aarvieea on botu'd the Hoot could hiivo boon of little 
value to the maaiei’a of Greece. 

But to return to tlio hiytoiy of the ByKaiiLhie wars with Uic lluHsiaiis. 
In the year 907i Oleg, wlio was regent of Kioff during tho minority of Igor 
the aon of lluric, aaaembled au amiy of VavauguiiiH^ SlavoiiiaiiH, and Crou- 
tiaus^ aud> collecting two thousand voysols or boats of tho kind then used on 
the northern shore of the Euxine, advancod to attack Cciiislniitiuojjlo. 'J’lio 
exploits of this army, whicli pretended to iiapiro at tho conquest of Tzai'a- 
grad, or the City of tho Crosava, were confined to pluudcviug tho coiuitvy 
round Couataiitinople; and it is not improbable that tlic oxpcilidou was 
undertaken to obtain indemnity for sonio commercial Iohhcn suHtiuncd by 
imperial negligence, monopoly, or oppression. Tho enlijoclH of tho oniporoi 
were murdered, and the Ruasmiis amused tbomBolvcs willi torturing thoir 
captives in the moat barbarous uiiumor. At length Loo puvuluiHoil UicU’ 
retreat by the puyinont of a largo sum of nioiioy. Such is tho aoooiiut truns- 
mittecl to ua by tho Kussiaii monk Bostor, for no Byziiniiuo writer notices 
the expedition, which was doublloss nothing more than ii plundoriiig iucur- 
sion, in wliioh tho oity of ConstauLinopltt was not exposed to any Lliiuger. 
These hostilities were terminated by a coannoroiu] tnuity in 012, und its con¬ 
ditions lire recorded in detail by Nestor. 

In the year 941, Igor made an attack on GoiiHUiutinoplo, impelled either 
hy the spirit of udventure, which was tho charm o£ oxisltuioo iimong all tho 
tribes of Noi'tUmeuj Oi else roused to rovongo by boiuo violation ol’ tho treaty 
of 912. The Russitin llotilla, consisting of iimumorable sinall vuhhcIh, iiuid'o 
its appeavaiicQ in the Bosporus wliilo the Byzaiilino llcoL whh abaent iu tlio 
Ai'ohipelago. Igor lauded at different pbiecH on tho coast of Tlirace and 
Bithynia, ravaging and phindoring tho oountiy; tho inhabiiiinU were truntuil 
with incredible cruelty ; some wore cruciftoa, othors wore liuriKul alivo, tlio 
Greek priests were killed by driving nails into thoir licadH, and tho (dmi’(du!.H 
were destroyed. Only fifteou .ships romainod at OnnHliintniojilo, but tlicso 
were soon fitted up -with additional lubos for sliooling Gi'fudc iiro. "JTuh 
foi’oe, trifling as it was iu number, gave the By/.autincs au imnuMliatu Hivpori*- 
ority at sea, and the patrician TheopluinoH sailed out of ilio pori, to iitliicir 
the Russians. Igor, seeing Iho small number of the ommiyh «liipn, Hur- 
rounded them on all sides, and ondeuvourod to carry them by Imiirding; l)ut 
the Greek fir© becamo only so much more iivaihibio agiiiusb buiilH and men 
crowded togetlior, and tho attack wua ropulscd with fearful hisH. lii tlui 
meaiitinie, .some of the Russians who landed iu BUhyuui woj'c doroatod by 
Barelas Ihocas and Joannes Ciirciuis, and those wIk) o.scapeul froju tho mival 
deleat were pursued and slauglitored on tlic cotusl of Tlnmso without niuir.v. 
file emperor Romatius ordered idUhc prisoners broiighL to Gon»tautim))do 
n overtook tho fugitive ships iu the montli of 

September, and the relics of tlio expodiiioii wore destroyed, hjor o/rueliiiir 
jns escape with only a fow boats. Tho lUiasiaii chroniulo of NesLor ntiYH thia, 
Igor, assistod by other Varangians, and by Urn DuLiuuks, 
expedition, but that tho uilmbitauU of CJUwrson ho alarmed 
Roinaiins by their reports of ita iimgmtudu, tlmt lie scut iimbus- 
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is csrtaiii that a treaty of peace was concluded between the empei'ors of 
Constantinople and tlio princes of Kieff in the year 946. 

The cruelty of the Varangian prince Igor, after his return to Russia, 
caused him to be murdered by his rebellious subjects.^ Olga, his widow, 
became regent for their son Sviatoalaff. She embraced the Cbrisbian reli¬ 
gion, and visited Goustantmople in 95T, where she was baptraed. The 
emperor Constantine Porphyrogenitna has left us an account of the cere¬ 
mony of her reception at the Byzantine court. A Russian monk has pre¬ 
served the ooinmeroiai treaties of the empire ; a Byzantine emperor records 
the pageantry that amused a Russian prineesa. The high position occupied 
by the court of Kieff in the tenth centmy is also attested by the style with 
which it was addressed by the court of Constantinople. The golden bulls of 
the Roman emperor of the East, addressed to the prince of Russia, were 
ornamented with a pendent seal oqual in size to a double solidus, like those 
addressed to the kings of Bh-ance. 


THE UDSSIAN WAR (070-971 A.D.) 

Wq have seen that the emperor Nicephorus 11 sent tlie pntrioian Cnlo- 
oyrea to excite Svhitoslaff to invade Bulgarin, and that tlie Byzantine ambas¬ 
sador proved a traitor, and assumed the purple. Svintoslaff soon invaded 
Bulgaria at the head of a powerful army, which the gold brought by Calo- 
cyi'63 assisted him to equip, and defeated the Bulgarian army in a great 
battle, 968 a.d. Peter, Icing of Bulgarin, died sliortly after, and the coun¬ 
try was involved in civil broils j taking advantage of which, Sviatoslaff took 
Presfchlava the capital, and rendered hinisolf master of tlie whole kingdom. 

Nicephorus now formed an cillianoo with the Bulgarians, and was prepar¬ 
ing to defend them against the Russians, when Sviatoslaff was compelled to 
return home, in order to defend his capital against the Patzinaks. Nicepho¬ 
rus assisted Boris and Romanus, the sons of Peter, to recover Bulgaria, and 
concluded an cfilenaive and defensive alliance with Boris, who occupied the 
throna. After the assassination of Nicepliorns, Sviatoslaff returned to invade 
Bulgaria with an army of sixty thousand men, and his enterprise assumed the 
oharaoter of one of those groat invasions which had torn whole provinces from 
the Western Empire. His army was increased by a treaty with tlio Pabzinaks 
aud an alUanoe with the I-IungariaiiB, bo that they began to dream of the con- 
quest of Oonstantinoplo, and hoped to transfer the empire of the East from 
the Romans of Byzantium to the Russians. It was forbinmte for the Byzan¬ 
tine Erapiro that it was ruled by a soldier wdio knew how to profit by its supe¬ 
riority ill taotics and discipline. The Russian was not ignorant of strategy, 
and having soourod his flank by his alUanoo with the Hungarians, he entered 
Tliraco by the western passes of Mount Hannus, then the most frequented 
road between G-ermany and Constantinople, and that by which the Hungari¬ 
ans were in the habit of making their pluuderiug inouraions into the empire. 

Joannes Ziinisces was occupied in tlio East when Sviatoslaff completed the 
second conquest of Bulgaria and passed Mount Hicmiis, expecting to subdue 
Thraoo during the emperor’s absence with equal ease, 970 A.d. The empire 
was still suffering from famine. Svmtoalaff took Pliilippopolis, and mur- 
dorod twenty thousand of the inhabitants. An embassy sent by Zimisces 
was dismissed with a doniaiul of tribute, and the Russian army advanced to 


> Leo Dlaconus* calls his mnrderew Gormans, meaning clouttlesa Noithmen. 
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ArcacUopolis, where one diviaiou waa dofeutod by liiirclas Rulcnis, and tlio 

I'eimiiKler retired agaiii behind Monni Ilamiufl. , , 

In the following spring, 971, the emperor Joaiinoa took IJio hold at tiio Iioud 
of m army of fifteen thousand infantry and tliirtocn tJioiifland oaviihy, be¬ 
sides a body-guard of chosen trooi>s called llio Iimnorfcals, and a powerful 
battery of field and aiogo engines^ A fleet of tlireo hnndvod gaUtsyn, ationded 
by many smaller vessola, ^YaH despatched to enter llio Daniiho and ont off tbo 
comiuunications of the Russians Avith thoir own coiiniiy.® 

The emperor Joannes marched from Hadriauopolis jnstboforo Raster, when 
it Avas not expected that a Byzantine em]>oror would take the hold. Ho Imow 
that the passes on the great eastern road had boon loft iniguardod by tlio Rus¬ 
sians, and he led his army llirough all tho dofilos of Mount Htonius without 

oiicouiitoring any dilTioulfcy. The 
llusaiau troops statiouod at ProstU- 
lava, Avlio ought to have guarded tbo 
juiBsus, niarcliod out to meot the 
omporor Avhon tlioy lioard ho had 
outoved Bulgaria. Tluuv whole army 
consisted of infan try, but tlio soldiers 
Avoro covered AvitJi chain arinour, 
and accustomed to rosiRl the light 
cavalry of the Pniziiuvlcs and olliov 
Turkish tribes.^ 'J'Jtoy proved, Iioav- 
over, no match for tlio hoavy-arniod 
laucuvH of tho imi)cn'ial army} and, 
after a vigorous rosistanco^Avoro coiu- 
plotoly routed by Joaiinos //iiniHOOS, 
leaving oighty-livo lunidrod mou on 
Uio Hold of lAattle. On Uu> Collowiug 
dftyPr«8lldaA'’awaH taken by osealadtj, 
and II body of sevon Lliousaud Ruh- 
sums and Bulgarians, who aMomptod 
to dc.foud the royal pahvcAi, which 
was fortified as a (dtadol, wore i)ul 
to the sAvord after a galhuit defenco. Spheiigolos, avIio commanded this 
division of the Russian force, and the traitor Calocyros, Buceeodod in eseaping 
to Doryatoloii, where Sviatoslaff hud coiicoutmtod tho rost of the army; 
but Boris, king of Bulgaria, Avith all Ida family, Avas taken priHoner in his 
capital. 

TIac emperor, after celubraiing Easter in ProBthluva, ailvuneed by Plis- 
cova and Dmca to Dorystolon, Avhero Sviatoslaff still hoped for viatovy, 
though his position Avas becoming daily more daiigeroiis. I’lu3 ByKantiiio 
fleet entered the Danube and took up its station opposite tlie oity, (juttijig 
off all the conAinunicaUons of tho Kussifuis by wiitor, at tiio same time that 
the emperor encamped before tlie Avails and Idockiidod tliom by land. iJim- 
isces, kiiOAvhig he had to deal with a dcsporiiio enemy, Corlifiod his camp Avith 





Trtss Qv B.\,uriV Ch.vin A-BWoeu. 


rfiGse iiiniibGVfi aiQ glA’ea ty Leo Dlacouqa.* Ceilrouwao gives live ihouaaiul lufaatvy tvwl 
four tliousand cavaliy, 2oiiams,c^ tho sximo nnmljoi', Tho proiiortion afCouls muuo liiaiRht InUJ 
tlio constitution of ByzanUuo armies at tWu period of niiUUvy giovy. Tho cuvalry Snvvoa ns Uu'; 
iiiodol for Euiopcau chlvaliy, but tbo swowl of Iho legionary OQuUl hLIM gain a biiLtlo. 

Uiacouuaft Cftila tbo largo? VosboIb trlroinos, thougU tlioy coilaiiOy had noL lunvo ihuii 
two tiers of oavfl o ^ j 

»Tbo Ilnssians tlien Avoro nrinour similflr to lliat worn by tUo Noriiians In wcstarii lilmono 
at a latex period, according io Loo Dlaconua.t' 
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a ditoh and ramparb according to the old Roman model, which was tradi¬ 
tionally preserved by the Byzantine engineers. The Russians enclosed 
within tliQ walls of Dory stolon were more numerous than their besiegers, and 
Sviatoslaff hojiGd to be able to open his cominuiiications with the surround¬ 
ing country, by bringing on a general ougagemont in the plain before all the 
defences of the enemy’s camp were completed. He expected to defeat the 
attacks of the Byzantine cavalry by forming his men in squares, and, ns 
the Russian soldiers were covered by long shields that reached to their feet, 
lie expected to bo able, by advancing his squares like moving towers, to clear 
the plain of the enemy. But while the Byzantine legions met the Rnssmiis 
in front, the heavy-armed cavalry assailed tliom with their long spears in 
flank, and the arohora and slingers under coyer watched coolly to transfix 
every man where an opening allowed their missiles to penetrate. The battle 
nevertheless lasted all day, but in the evening the Russians were compelled, 
in spite of their desperate valour, to retire into Dorystolon witliout having 
effected anything. 

The infanlvy of the north now began to feel its inferiority to tlie veteraii 
cavalry of Asia shoathed in phito armour, and disciplined by long campaigns 
against the Saracens. Sviatoslaff, however, continued to tlefend hiraself by 
a aeries of battles rather than 6orbie.s, in which lie made desperate efforts to 
break through tlio ranks of the besiegers in vaiji, until at length it become 
evident that he must either conclude peace, die on the field of battle, or be 
starved to death in Dorystolon. Before resigning iiimself to iiis fate, he 
made a last effort to cut his way througli tlio Byzantine army ; and on this 
occasion the Russians fought with such desperation that contemporaries 
aaoribed the victory of the Byzantine troops, not to the superior tactics of the 
emperor, nor to the discipline of a veteran army, but to the personal assistance 
of St. Theodore, who found it necessary to lead the charge of the Ronnin 
lancers, and shiver a spear with the Russians himself, before their phalanx 
could be broken. Tlia victory was complete, and Sviatoslaff sent anibaa* 
sadorg to the emperor to offer terms of peace. 

The siege of Dorystolon had now lasted more than two months, and tlie 
RuBsifin army, though reduced by repeated lo.ss 6 S, still amounted to twenty- 
two thoiisand men. The valour and contempt of deatli which the Varangians 
had displayed in the contest, convinced the emperor that it would cause the 
lo.ss of many br.tve veterans to insist on tlioir laying down their arms ; ho 
was tlierofore willing to come to terms, and peace was concluded on condition 
that Sviatoslaff should yield nj> Dory.stolon, with all the phindor, slaves, and 
prisoners in i^ossession of the Russians, and engage to swear perpetual amity 
with the empire, and never to invade cither the territory of Ghei\son or the 
Icingdoin of Bulgaria ; while, on the otlior hand, the emperor Joannes en¬ 
gaged to allow the Russians to descend the Danube in their boats, to supply 
them with two inediinni of wheat for each surviving soldier to enable them to 
return lioine without dispersing to plunder for their subsistence, and to renew 
tlio old commercial treaties between Kieff and Constantinople, July, 971, 

After the treaty was concluded, Sviatoslaff desired to have a personal 
interview witli his conqueror. Joannes rode dowji to the hank of the 
Danube clad in splendid armour, and accompanied by a brilliant suite of 
guards on horseback. The short figure of the emperor was no disadvantage 
where he was distinguished by the beauty of his charger and the splendour 
of his arms, while his fair counteuaiioe, light hair, and piercing blue eyes 
fixed the attention of all on his bold and good-humoured face, which con¬ 
trasted well with the dark, sombre visages of liis attendants. Sviatoslaff 
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arrived by watei- in a boat, v/liich bo steoi’Gd himsolf by an oai\ His dvofifi 
was white, differing in no way from tliat of those unclor him, except in 
being cleanor. Sitting in the stern of his boat, ho convorsod for a short timo 
with tile einporor, who I'emained on horseback close to the beach. Tlic ap¬ 
pearance of the bold Varangian excited nuicli curiosity, and is thus dosoribod 
by a historian who was intimate with many of those who wore pvoBont at the 
interview : The Russian was of tlic mldcllo stature, well fonuod, with strong 
neck and broad chest. His eyea were blue, his eyebrows thick, his noso flat, 
and Ha heard shaved, but his upper lip was shaded wiLli long and thick 
mustaches. The Imir of his head was cropped close, except two hjng locks 
which iuiiig down on eEioli side of his face, and wero thus worn as a marie of 
Ids Scandinavian race. In his caw ho wore golden earrings. 

Sviatoalaff iimnodiately quitted Doryatolou, but ho was obliged to win¬ 
ter on the shores of the Euxiiie, and famine thimiod his ranks. In spring ho 
attempted to force his way tlirough the territory of the riitzinaks with his 
diminished army. He wag defeated, and perished near ilia calaraots of tlie 
Dnieper. Kour, prince of the Patzinaks, bocamo tlic possossor of liis nIcuU, 
which he shaped into a drinking-cup, and adorned wUb the moral nuixini, 
doubtless not less suitable to bia own skull, bad it fallon into tho hands of 
others, “ He who covets the proporty of oUicra, oft Iohch luw own.” Wo Imvo 
already had ocoasioii to rooord that tho skull of tho flyziintiiio omporor, 
Nicephorua I, liad ornamented tlm fegtivale of a Bulgarian king j tlmt of a 
Russian sovereign now figured in the tents of a Tmkish tribe. 

The results of the campaign wore as advantageous to the Byzantino Eiiqjiro 
as they were glorious to the omporoi.' JoanuoB. Bulgaria Avas conquered, a 
strong garrison established iu Dorystolon, and the Danube once more becamfl 
the frontier of tlio Romnii Empire. Tho peace with tlio llusyiana was unintor- 
rupted until about the year 988, when, from some unknown cause of quarrel, 
Vladimir the son of Sviatoslaff attacked and gained posaosBion of Ohoi'Hon 
by cutting off the water. 

The Greek city of Chorson, situated on the oxlromc vorgo of mioioab 
eivlUsatlon, escaped lor ages from tlio impoverishment a\ii\ demoralisation 
into which tho Hellonio race was precipitated by tho Konuin eystom of eon- 
centrating all power in tho onpital of the empire. Chorson was govornod 
for oenturies by its own elootive magistrates, ajid it was not until towarda 
the middle of the nijith oentury that the omporor Thoopliilns destroyed ita 
independence. When Vladimir tho sovereign of Husaia attiiolccd it in 988, 
it was betrayed into his hands by a prioat, who inCormed him bow to out 
off the Avater. The great object of ambition of all the prineew of the East, 
from the time of Horaolius to that of tho last Comnomm of Trobizond, was 
to form matrimonial alliancos with llie imporiul family. Vladimir obtEiinud 
the hand of Anne, the sister of tho emperors Basil II and CoiiBlantine IX, 
and Avas baptized and maiTied in the cliurcli of tho Panaghia at Dhorson. 
To soothe the vanity of the empire, he protended to rotain posyession of his 
conquest as the dowry of his wife. Many of the pricBly who couvorted the 
Russians to Christianity, and many of tho artists avIio adornod tlio Giirliost 
Russian churclies Avith paintings and inosaics, wore natives of Ghorson. I’lie 
church raised Vladimir to the rank of a aaiiit; llio Russians oonforrod on 
him tho title of ^Hlio groat.” 

iloaimos Ziraisces, having terminated tho liuaaian War, coinpollod Boris to 
resign the crown of Bulgaria, and accept the title of “ magifitov,” us a pen¬ 
sioner of the Byzantine court. Tho frontier of tlio ErtsCorn Eiupiro was 
once more extended to tlio Danube. 
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Tile Samcun Wtu- hatl been earned on vigorously on the frontiers of 
Syria, wliile tlie emperor Joannes was occupied with the Russian campaign. 
The continued snccesaea of the Byzantine arms had so nlametl tho Moham¬ 
medan princes, that an extensive coufedenicy was formed to recover Antioch, 
and tho cominnnd of the army of the caliph was entrusLecl to Zolier, tho 
lieutenant of the Fatimites in Egypt. Tho imperial army was led hy tlie 
patrician Nicolaus, a man of great military skill, who had been a eunuch 
in the houaohold of Joannes Zimisceaj and lie dofealetl tho Saracens in n 
pitched battle, and saved Antioch for a time. But in tlie following year 
(973) tlie conque.st of Nisibia lilled tho city of Baghdad with such conster¬ 
nation, that a levy of all Mussulmans was ordered to march against the 
Christians. Tlio Byzantine troops in Mesopotamia were commanded by an 
Armenian named Temelek Mcldii, who was completely routed near Amida. 
He was himself taken prisoner, and died after a year’s confinement. 

With all his talents as a general, Joannes does not appear to have pos- 
sGflsed the same control over the general nclministration aa Nioephoruaj and 
many of the cities conquered by hia predecessor, in wliicli the majority of the 
inhabitants wore Moliammedans, succeeded in tlirowing off the Byzantine 
yoke. Even Antioch declared itself independent. A great effort became 
necessary to regain tlie ground that had been lost; and, to make tJiia, Joannes 
Zimiscea took the command of the Byzantine army in poison in tho year 
9T4. Ho marched iu one campaign from Mount Tauvua to the banks of the 
Tiffria, and from tho banks of tho Tigris back into Syria, as far as Mount 
Lebanon, carrying his victorious arms, according to tho vaunting inaccurnoy 
of tho Byzantine geographical nomenclature, into Palestine. Plis last cam¬ 
paign, in the following year, was the most brilliant of hig exploits. In 
Me.sopotamiii he regained possession of Amida and Martyropolis; but these 
cities contained so few Christian inhabitants that he was obliged to leave 
the administration in tho Iiands of Saracen emirs, who vvero charged with 
the collection of the tribute and taxes. Nisibis he found deserted, and from 
it JiQ niarohod by Edeasa to Hiornpolis or Membig, where he captured many 
valniiblo relics, among which the shoes of Jesus, and the hair of John tho 
BaptiRt, era especially enuraerated. From Hiorapolis Joannes inarched to 
Apamoa, Eniosa, and Baalheo, without meeting any serious oppo.sition. The 
emir of Datnasous sent valuable presents, and agreed to pay an annual trib¬ 
ute to escape a visit. 

The emperor then crossed Mount Lebanon, storming tho fortress of 
Borzo, which commandod tho pass, and, descending to the sen-coast, laid 
siege to Berytus, which soon surrendered, and in which he found an imago 
of the crucifixion that ho deemed worthy of being sent to Constantinople. 
From Berytus ho marohod northward to TripoUs, which he besieged in vain 
for forty clays. The valour of the garrison and tho strength of the fortifica¬ 
tions compelled him to rniso the siege} hut his retreat was nacribed lo fear 
of ft comet, which illuminated the sky with a strange brilliancy. As it was 
now September, he ivished to ^daco his worn-out troo23S iu winter quarters 
in Antioch; but tho inhabitants shut tho gates against him. To punish 
them for tlioir revolt, lie had tho folly to ravage tiicir territory, and cut 
down their fruit trees; forgetting, hi his barbarous and impolitic revengo, 
that ho was ruining his own oinpire, Burtzes was left to recoiiqnor Antiocli 
for the second time; which, however, he did not effect until after tlie denth 
of the emperor Joannes. 

}(. w. — VOL. vn. R 
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Tlie army "Wivs tlren placed in winter quarteva on tha fi'ontiors qI CJiUoiii, 
and the emperor hastened to retnm to Constantinoplo. On Uio journey, aa 
Jie passed the fertile plains of Longias and Dryzo, in the vicinity of Ana- 
zarba and PocUiidus, he saw them covered with ftoclw and herds, with woll- 
fortided farmyards, but no smiling vdlngcs. Ho inqwirod with wondov to 
whom the comrtry belonged, in which pasturage wan coiKhicled on so grand 
a scale j and lio'learned that the greater part of the province had boon 
acquired by tlie president Bnsilios in donatioiia fmm himself and liis prede¬ 
cessor, Nicephoriifl. Amazed at the enormous aecnmulalinn of property in 
the bands of one individual, he exclaimed, “Alas I the wcaltli of the empire 
is wasted, tlie airenglh of the armies is oxluiustucl, and tlio lioniiin omperors 
toil like mercenaries, to add to ilio richofi of an insntiablo oiinuoli 1 ” T'liis 
speech was reported to the president. He conaidorod thiil ho had raised 
both Nicephonis and Joannes lo the tbreno; lha inioroal now rc(p\ireLl that 
it should return to its rigiitfiil mustor, and that the young IbiHil sliniild enjoy 
his heritage. The emperor Joannes .^topped on his iv'iiy to Constantinople 
at the palace of Roniftiius, a graiukon of ItoimuuiH 1 j and it is said he thorc 
drank of a poisoned cup prft.sonled lo him by a Rorvant gained liy the prcaj. 
dent. Certain it is that Joannes yjmiftcos roacUod the oapiUvl in tv dying 
state, and expired on the 10th of January, 07G, at tho ago of liCty'Ono.fi 


AT>BX 01? OTiORY 

“Tlio period of greatest Byzantine power,” says Holzor,/ “ is ronoliod in 
the reigns of Nicephorus II f9C3-9G95, Joanuoa Ziniisoos (00l)-l)7()), and 
Basil Bulgaroctonus (97C-10y6)J' Einlay* nlao nails it tho “I'oriod of 
Oouq.ue8t and Military Glory.” Tlial tho glory was understood at tho timo 
is evident from the onthusia-stic outburata of tlio auonyninus coiitiiiuntor of 
Georgius Monaohtis.c' Of Niooplioriis Phooas ho ajiys, “Thou TIioouh iluslied 
U]:e lightning and stormed against the oncmica of tho lloniauH. IIo ravaged, 
burned, and led into captivity tho citioH and lauds of tlio barbarians. 
Myriads of foreign lands ho Binoto, and hroadonod tlio realm uud tho might 
of the Homans. Tlio Arabs trembled, tho AriiioniaiiH and .Syrians shoolc, 
tliG Saracejis were scared and tho Titrka took fliglit j and tlio llomuns seized 
their strongholds and provinces, and Phocflu^ iiamo was fcurfiil lo all." Of 
ZimiacGs tho .same chronicler is equally outhusiusUo s “A ml tho nations 
were in great fright before Ziini.sccs’ fury. And ho spread Ihc I'calni of tlie 
Romans abroad; the Saracens und ArmoniaiiH (led j ilio Roasians hIiooIc and 
from all sides brought him gifts; they begged hiin for mercy and peace. Ho 
lod even to Edossa and to tho rWov Knphralos; and tlio earth waH full of tlio 
tents of the Homans. Syrians and Pluieuioiuns wore tiamjilod by tho Roman 
.steeds. He fetohod home mighty victories, und tho .sword of Olirist luowod 
like a soythe.” 

And yet in Zimisoes, Gelzor sees a rotvogroseiou of enipini und an expan¬ 
sion of feudaliaiu ; inoro and moro ho sees that tho old Uonuui military and 
civil state takes on a military and aristocratio pliysiogiioiny. ARer his 
death the movement continued with nsury.^ 

The premature death of Zimiscos w.ts a loss, ratlior ilutn a hL'iinfit, Lo (he 
sons of Romanus 11. Their want of oxpovioneo doiaiucid thorn iwolvo yeiirn 
longer tho obsonre and voluntary impila of a miuistov, who c.xLondcd hie 
reign by persimding them to indulge tho plen.sxu‘cs of ynuih, and io dis¬ 
dain the labours of government. In this silicon web, the woiiknos.s of 
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Constantine was forever ontangletl; but his elder brother felt the impulse of 
genius and the desire of action; he frowned, and the minister was no more. 
Basil was the acknowledged soyereigu of Constantinople ai\d the provinces 
of Europe; but Asia was oppressed by two veteran generalfe, Phocas and 
Sclerus, who, alternately friends and enemies, subjects atid rebels, main¬ 
tained tlieir independenee, and laboured to emulate the example of siiccessful 
usurpation. 

Against these domestio enemies, the son of llonmnus first drew his sword, 
and they trembled in the presence of a lawful and high-spirited prince. 
TJie first, in the front of battle, was thrown from his horse by the stroke 
of poison, or an arrow; the second, who had been twice loaded with ehains, 
and twice invested with the purple, was desiroii.s of ending in peace the 
small remainder of his days. As the aged suppliant approached the throne, 



with dim eyes and faltering steps, leaning on his two attendants, the 
emperor exclaimed, in tlm insolence of youth and power: “And is this 
the mail who has so long been the object of our terror?” After ho had 
confirmed his own authority and the peace of the empire, the trophies of 
Nicephorua and Zinii.sces would not suffer their royal pupil to sleoi) in the 
palaco. His long and frequent expeditions against the Saracens were 
rather glorious than useful to the empii-e; but the final destruction of 
the kingdom of Bulgaria appears, since the time of Belisarius, the most 
important triumph of the Homsni ivvins.* 


DAfill/ It AND HIS STJOOESSOllS (D70-1064 A.H.) 

Tha reign of Basil II is the culminating point of Byzantine greatness. 
The eagles of Constantinople flow during hva life, in a long career of victory, 
from the banks of the Danube to those of the Euphrates, and from the moun¬ 
tains of Armenia to the shores of Italy. BasiDs indomitable courage, terrilic 
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cruelty, iiidift’erence to art and literature, and religious superstition, all oom- 
bine to render Mni a true tytie of his empire and age. T3ie great object of 
liis policy was to consolidate the unity of the administration in Europe by 
tlie complete subjection of the Bulgarians and Slavonians, wliom similarity 
of language had almost blended into one nation, unci had completely united 
in liostility to the imperial government. 

Four sons of a Bulgarian noble of the highest rank had commenced a 
revolutionary movement in Bulgaria against the royal family, after the death 
of Peter and tlie first victories of the Ruasiaiis. In order to put an end to 
these troubles, Nicepborus II had, on the retreat of Sviatoshiff, i-eplaced 
Boris, the sou of Peter, on the tlirono of Bulgaria; and when the Russians 
returned, Boris submitted to their domination. Shortly alter the death of 
Joannes I (Zinusces), the Bulgarian leaders ngaiti roused the people to a 
struggle for independenca. Boris, who escaped from Oonstaniinoplo to 
attempt recovering his paternal throne, was accidentally slain, and the four 
brotliers again became tlie chiefs of the nation. In a short limo throe per¬ 
ished, and Samuel, who alone remained, assnniod Iho title of king. I’lie force.s 
of the empire were occupied with the rebellion of Sclerus, so that tho vigour 
and military talents of Samuel succeeded both in expelling tho B5'7,antiuo au- 
thoritiesfrora Bulgaria, and in rousing tho Slavonians of Macedonia to tlirow 
off the Byzantine yoke. Samuel then invaded Thessaly, and extended his 
plundering excursions over those parts of Greece and tho Peloponnesus still 
inhabited by the Hellonio race. He carried away tho inhabitants of Jjnrissa 
111 order to people the town of Prespa, which ho then proposed to make his 
capital, with intelligent artisans and manufacturors ; and, in order to attach 
them to their new residence by ties of old supersliUoii, ho vcniovod to Prespa 
the body of their protecting martyr, St. Aohilles, ^vho .some proionded liad 
been a lioiuan soldier, and others a Greek archbishop. Samuel ahowed him¬ 
self, both in ability and courage, a rival worthy of Basil; and tho mnpii’C 
of the East seemed for some time in clangor of being tran.sforrod from tlio 
Byzantine Romans to the Slavonian Bulgaviane. 

In the year 981, the emperor Basil made his first oanipaign against the 
now Bulgarian monarchy iu person. His nkn of operations was to hocuvo 
tho great western passes through Mount Ilfomus, on the road from Philip- 
popolis to Sardica, and by the conquest of tho latter city he lioped to out 
off the communication between the Bulgarians north of Mount Iltonius and 
the Slavonians in Macedonia. But his military inexporionco, and the re¬ 
laxed discipline of the army, caused this woll-conooivecl plan to fail. Sar- 
dica was besieged in vain for twenty days. Tlio negligence of tho oftioera 
and the disobedience of the soldiers caii.scd several ioraging partios to ])i' 
cut off; the besieged burned the engines of iho bosiogors in a violorioiis 
sortie, and the emperor felt the necessity of coinmonoing his rotroal. As 
his army was passing the defiles of Iljoinus, it was assailed by the troops 
Samuel had collected to watch his opevatioua, and completely routed. The 
baggage and military chest, the emperorh plate and tents, all foil into ilie 
hands of the Bulgarian king, and Basil hhnsolf escaped witli aoiuo difficulty 
to Pliilippopolis, where he collected tlie rolic.s of tho fugitives. Boo Diaco- 
imSjt the Byzantine hi.slorian, who accomjinnied tho exi^odition as on (3 of the 
clergy of the imperial chapel, and -was fortunato enough to escape the pui'- 
siiit, has left a short but authentic notice of this firat disastrous campaign 
o£ Basil, the slayer of tho Bulgarians, in his Historia,^ 


1 Leo T)iacottiiB,& 171. 
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Tlio rGoigfiiiisation of his army, tlie regulation of the internal admiriis- 
Lratiou of the empire, the rebellion of Phocas, and tlie wavii in Italy and 
on the Asiatic frontier, prevented Basil from attacking’ Samuel in person 
for many years. Still a part of the imperial forces carried on this war, 
and Samuel soon perceived that he was unable to resist the Byzantine gen¬ 
erals in the i^laina of Bulgru'ia, where tlie heavy eavalry, military engines, 
and superior discipline of tlie imperial unuies could all be employed to 
advantage. He resolved, therefore, to transfer the scab of the Bulgai'ian 
government to a more inaccessible position, at Aelirida. Here, therefore, 
Samuel established the capiLil of the Bulgaro-Blavoninii Iciiigclom ha founded. 

Tlie dominions of Samuel soon became as extensive as tlie European 
portion of the dominions of Basil. The iiosscssions of the two moiiarclis 
ran into one another in a very irregular form, and both were inhabited by a 
variuLy of races, in different states of civilisation, bound together by few 
sympathies, and no common aUachinent to national institutions. Samuel 
was master of almost the whole of ancient Bulgaria, llio emperor rcLainiug 
possession of little more than the fortress of Dorystolon, the forts at the 
mouth of the Danube, and the passes of Mount Hicmus. But the strength 
of the Bulgarian king lay hi Ins iiossessions in the upper part of Macedonia, 
in Epirus, and the southern part of Illyricum, in the chain of Pinclus, and in 
mountains that overlook tho northern and western slopes of the great plains 
of Thes.salonicu and Thcssuljy. He was indefatigable in forming a large jnili- 
tary force, and employing it constantly in ravaging the plaiii of Thessaly, 
and attacking the Greek cities. 

In 906 ho marched rapidly through Thessaly, Bceotia, and Attica, into 
the Boloponuosus ; but the towns everywhere shut tboir gates, and prepared 
for a long defence, so that ho could eftoct nothing beyond plundering* and 
laying waste the open country. In the ineuntime, the emperor sent Niceph- 
orus Uranus, with all the force ho should be ablo to collect, in pursuit of 
Samuel. Uranus cnlorod Thessaly, and pushed rapidly southward to the 
banks o£ the Sperebiua, whore ho jovnid SwninoY encamped on the other side, 
hastoiiing homo with tho plunder of Greece. In tlie night tho people showed 
Uranus a ford, by which ho passed tho river and surprised the Bulgarians 
in their camp. Samuel and his son Gabriel escaped ivitb the greatest diffi' 
culty. The Bulgarian army was coinplotoly annihilated, and all tho plunder 
and slaves made during the expedition foil into the Jmiuls of Unuius, in the 
year 906 a.d. This groat defeat paralysed the military operations of Samuel 
for some time. 

Basil at length arranged the external relations of the empire in such 
a way that he was able to assemble a largo army for the military operations 
against the kingdom of Achvida, whicli ho determined to conduct in person. 
The Slavonians now formed tho most numerous part of tho population of 
the country between the Danube, the ASgeaii, and tho Adriatic, and they 
wore in possession of the line of mountains that runs from Dyrrhachium, in a 
variety of chains, fco tlio vicinity of Constantinople. Basil saw many^ signs 
that the whole Slavonic race in these countries was luiitod in opposition to 
the Byzantine governnioiiL, so that tlie existence of his empire demanded the 
conquest of the Bulgaro-Slavonian kingdom which Samuel had founded. 
'I'o this arduous task he devoted himself with his usual energy. 

In the year 1000, liis generals were ordered to enter Bulgaria by the 
eastern passes of Mount Hamiu.s; and in this campaign they took tJie oitioa 
of greater and lesser Presthlava and Rliscova, the ancient capitals^ of Bulga¬ 
ria. In the following year, the emperor took upon himself the direction of 
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the army destined to act agiiiuat Sauiuel. Fixing liis iieiutqniii’Lors at TJio.s- 
iiiilouicaj he recovered, poasession of the XoHrcflses of Vocleiia, Bercea, aiul 

following campaign (1003), tlio oiiipoi’or cliiuigcci tlio iioUl of 
openifcions, and, maroliing fi-om PhilippopoUs llu'oiigli the western passea 
of llouiit ila 3 nui 8 , oooupied the whole line of road as far as tUo Danube, and 
cub Samuel off from nil oommnnvcation witli tUo x>ltviuB of Bulgaria. Samuol 
formed a bold enterpriso, which he hoped would compel IhiHil to raise the 
siege of Widdiu, or, at all events, enable liim to inflict a deep wound on the 
empire. By a long march into the heart of the einpiro, Saniuol rendered 
himself master of groat booty, liw succoas provontod his rotumiug as 
rapidly as he luul advanced, but ho aucceeded in passing the garrison of 
Philippopolia and crossing tlio Slrymoii and tho Wardar in sEifoty, when 
Basil suddenly overtook him iib the head of the Byzantino army. Banniol 
was encamped under the walla of Bcuih; Basil crossed the rivev, stormed 
the Bulgarian camp, capEturod the military chest mid storos, and recovered 
the plunder of I-iiicldanoplis. He had tbiis tlio siviisfaction oJ' avenging the 
defeat he had siiffored from iSumuel, onc-aud-twenly yciirs before, in tho 
passes of Mount Ihomus. 

In tho year 1014, Basil ooiiaidored everything ready lor a linal effort to 
complete,the subjeebion of tho Slavoiium poimlatioii of the iiiountainoiis dis¬ 
tricts round the npiier valley of the Strymon. Tlic cin})oi‘or is said to have 
taken fifteen thousand xivUouers, and, that ho might rovongo the >sufforings 
of Ilia aubjeota from tho ravages of the Bulgarians and Blavoniiins, ho gmtU 
fled his own cruelty liy an act of voii^eanco, 'which has mo.st justly ciitailod 
infamy on liis name. Ilis frightful inhumanity bus furood history to turn 
witli uiagusfc from his conduct, and aliJio.st buried the rcuords of liis iiulUary 
achievements ill oblivion. On this occasion ho ordered tlio eyes of till liis 
prisoners to lie put out, leaving a single oyo to tlio loader ul evt3ry hundred, 
and in this condition he sent the wretched oapUvcK forth to seek their king 
or parish on the way. Wliou they apxiroachod Achrida, u rumour that the 
prisoners luul been released induced Samuel to go out to meet thoni. On 
learning the full extent of tlie culumity, lio fell scnseloHs to tho ground, ovor- 
powei’ed with rage and grief, and died two days after, llo is said to have 
murdered his own brother to secure iiosscsaion of hia throne, so that his 
heart was broken by tlie first touch of humanity it over fcll.^ 

The cruelty of Basil a\Yalcencd an cmirgoUo voaiatanoo on tho part of tho 
Slavonians and Bulgarians, and Gabriel Kadomir, the brave sou of Siuuuol, 
was enabled to offer unexpected obstnclos to tho ])rogre«.s of tlie Byzauiiiio 
armies. 

Gabriel, the king of Aohrida, tlioiigli bravo, ttlionated the favniir of liis 
subjects by liis imprudence, and his cousin, John Badislus, whoso Hfo ho liud 
saved in youth, wa.s base enough to become hia iiiurdei'or, in order to gjiin 
posseBsion of the throne. LtvdislRs, in order to gain time, both for stronglh- 
eiiiiig himself on the throne and veBisUug Ih© Byy/.iiitinc invuyioii, Hont 


Ciuelty siinilai' lo tliatof Bnsil w.is perpotiateit «ni aHmalloi’.SGalo by Kichaicl Crouv-dc-Limi, 
tliough of couise il i.s not necessary to placo Blnot reliance on tho jiumbors ropoilod Ity tlio iJyzan- 
tlne historians. Richard, to vovongc the lossof a body of mon, ordered lliroo hniidrcd Vroiiob 
kni^lits to be uivoivii Into tlie Seine, and put out tlio eyes of fifteen, who woi o flout lioino blind, 
eu by one whose rlglit oyo had been i^iared. Philip AuKWfituB, nothing loatli, vovengod liiinHolf 
by UeaUiig fliteeii IingUsU knights in Uie Baine way. — Putting out men's oye.s wus, for Rovcral 
centuries, a connuon practice all ovei liurope, and not regarded with luucli horror. Ak Into uh 
the relg'ii o£ Henry IV. 1403 a.d., an Act of Faillaincnt was passed, making It Xolony for i/iig- 
lisbttien to cut out one aiiolliei’a longues, or put out tUon neighbours' eyes. 
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aiubaayaclora to Basil -with favourable offers of peace; but tlie emperor, satis- 
Jiecl that the struggle between tlio Slavonians and Greeka could only be 
terminated by the conquest of one, rejected all terms but absolute subiniseioii, 
and pushed on liia operations with his usual vigour. After laying waste all 
the country round Oatrovos and Moliskos that was peopled by Blavonians, 
and repairing the fortihentions of Beroea which had fallen to decay, he 
captured Sctaiiia, wliero Samuel had formed great niagivisines of wheat. 
These magazines were kept well filled by Ladislas, so that Basil became 
master of so great a store that he divided it among hia troops. At last the 
king of Achrida approached the emperor at the head of a considerable army, 
and a part of the imperial troops was drawn into an ambuscade. The 
emperor happened to be himself with tlie advanced division of the army. 
He instantly mounted Ms horse and led the troops about him to the scene of 
action, sending orders for all the other divisions to hasten forward to support 
him. Hia sudden appearance at the head of a strong body of the lieavy- 
armod lancers of the liyzanlino army, the fury of hie charge, the terror liis 
very name inspired, and the cry, ‘^The emperor is upon us I ” soon spread 
ooiifuaion tlirough the Bulgarian ranks, and decisively changed the fortune 
of the day (1018). 

Liidialas, whose uffains wore becoming desperate, made an attempt to 
restore lua credit by laying siege to Dyrrliachium. Its possession would 
liavo enabled liim to open communications with the enemies of Bnsil in Italy, 
and even with Um Saracens of Sicily and Africa, but he was slain soon after 
the oomnieuceuiciit of the siege. Tlio Bulgarian leaders gave up all hope of 
resistance. 'L'lio emperor continued to advance by Scupi, Stypeia, and 
Prosakon, and on reaching Achrida ho was received rather as the lawful 
sovereign tliaii as a foreign conqueror, tie immediately took possession of 
all the treasures Samuel had amnssod; tho gold alone amounted to one hun¬ 
dred centners (fcliis sum is not quite equal to £480,000 .sterling), and with 
this he paid all tho arrears duo to his troops, and rewarded them with a 
donative for tlioir Long and gallant service in this arduous war. Almost tho 
whole of tho royal mmily of Aoliridu submitted, and received tho most 
generous troatment. "J'hreo sons of LiuUslas, who escaped to Mount Tmoinis, 
and attempted to prolong the contest, were soon captured. The noble Bul¬ 
garians liustenod to make their submission, and many wore honoured with 
rank at the imperial court. 

Nothing, indeed, proves more decidedly the absence of all Greek nation¬ 
ality in the Byzantine adininistratioii at this period, tlian tlie facility with 
which all foreigners obtained favour at the court of Constantinople; nor oan 
anything bo more conolusivo of the fact that the centralisation of power in 
tho person of the emporor, as coinplotcd by the Bnsilian dynasty, had now 
destroyed tho administrative centralisation of tho old Homan imperial system, 
for Ave have proofs that a coiisidernblo Greek population still occupied the 
cities of Thrace and Macedonia, though Greek feelings had little influence 
on the government. 

After passing the winter in liis new conquests, Basil made a progress 
tlirough Greece. At Zefcunium he visited the field of battle Avhore the 
power of Samuel had been first bi’oken by the victory of Nicepliorus Ura¬ 
nus, and found the ground still strewed with the bones of the slain. The 
Avail that defended the pass of Tliermopylai retained its ancient name, 
Scelos ; and its masonry, Avhich dated from Helleuio days, excited the empe¬ 
ror’s admiration. At last Basil arrived Avithin the Avails of Athens, and he 
was the only emperor Avho for several ages honoured that city Avith a visit. 
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Jliuiy iiiagnificoiit abructiires in tlie town> and Lho whole of blio tomploa in 
the Acropolis, had then hardly Buffered any rude louclios from the hand of 
time. If the original aplondour of the external painting and gilding which 
Jiad once adorned the Parthenon of Pericles had faded, the mural paintings 
of saints, inarfcyra, emperors, svnd empresses, that covered the interior of the 
cella, gave a new interest to tlic chiircli of the Virgin, into which it liad been 
traasEormed. The mind of Basil, though iiisonsiblo to Hellenic litoraturo, 
was deeply sensible of religious impressions, and tho glorious combination of 
the variety of beauty in art and nature that lie saw in tho Acropolis touclied 
his stem aoiih Ho testified his feelings by splendid gifts to tho city, and 
rich dedications at the shrine of tho Virgin in the Parthenon. 

Prom Greece the emperor returned to Conslaiitinople, where ho indulged 
hira.self iji tho pomp of a tviiunph, making his entry into liis capital by tlio 
Golden Gate, and listening with satisfaction to the cries of tho populace, who 
applauded his oruelty hy saluting liiin ivith the iHlo of “Tho Slayer of the 
Bulgarians ” [BulgaroctoiiiisJ.c 

Yet his subjects detested the rnpacioua and rigid nviirico of Basil; and 
in the imperfeot narrative of his exploits, wo can only discern tho courage, 
patience, and ferociousness of a .soldier. After tho first Iieon.so of his youth, 
Basil If devoted his life, in tho palace and tho camp, to tl )0 pamiuco of a 
hermit, wore the monastic liabit under his robes and urinour, observed a vow 
of coutinenoe, and imposed on his aiipoLitcb ii por]){>tiial abstinence from 
wine and (lesh. In the .sixty-oightli year of his ago, iiis martial spirit urged 
liim to embark in person for a holy war against the Suracons of Sicily ; ho was 
prevented by death, and Basil, surnamod “tho slayer of Lho Bulgarians,”^ 
was clisniissed from tho world with the blessings of 'the clergy and tho oursos 
of ths people. After liis deoonse, in 1025, his brother Oonstmiiino IX enjoyed, 
about three years, tho power, or rather tho ploasuvoa, of royalty 5 and his 
only oare was the setUemeut of lho sucoossiou. llo liad onjoyod sixty-six 
years the title of Augustus \ and the reign of tlio two brothors is the longest, 
and most obscure, of the Byzantine histoiy. 

A lineal succession of live emporons, in a [leriod of iC)0 years, had at- 
taohod the loyalty of the Greeks to the Macedonian dynasty, wliicli liad 
been thrice respected by the usurpors of their posver. After the di'.alh of 
Constantine IX, the lust malo of tho royal race, a now and brolcon scoim 
presents itself, and the acciuiudated yeans of twelve oinpurors do not equal 
the space of iiis single reign. Constantino had only tliroo claughtora. When 
their marriage was discussed in tlio coiiiieil of their dying fatlior, tlio cold or 
pious Theodora refused to give an heir to tho empire, but lior siator Zou 
presented herself a willing victim at tho altar. Uoinamis Argyrus, a jiatri- 
oian of a_ graceful person and fair repuUition, wua chosen for lior liusband, 
and, on his decliniiig that honour, was iiiforinod that blindnoys or death was 
the second alternative. The motive of his roluotanco was conjugal afi’oo- 
tion j but his faithful wife sacrificed her own liappiiieas to liis safoty and 
greatness; and her entrance into a monastery removed the only liiu' to tlio 
imperial nuptials. 

After the clocease of Constantine, tho sceptre devolved to Uomaiius III; 
but his labours at home and abroad ^ wore equally feeble and fruitloas; and 
fche mature age, the forty-eight years of Zee, was lo-ss favourable to the 
hojies of pregnancy than to the indulgence of ploasiiro. Ilor favourito 
olminberlain was a handsome Paphlagonian of the name of Mlehael, who.-Ao 

I attcily defeated by the Sai'occue at Agaz In 1030 ; lho fleetB, however, won two 

victori 0 B. j 
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first trade had been that of ii mouey-changer; and llonmnus, eitlier from 
gratitude or equity, oonnivotl at llwiv criminal intercoiirse, or accepted a 
blight assurance of their iiiiiocenco. But Zoe soon justified the Roman 
maxim, that every adulteress is capable of poisoning her husband j and the 
death of Roinanus was iaalantly followed by the boandaloiis marriage and 
elevation of Michael IV. 

The expectations of Zoe were, liowovor, disappointed ; instead of a vig¬ 
orous and grateful lover, she had placed in her bed a miserable wretch 
whose health and reason were impaired by epUepiio fits, and whose con¬ 
science was toi'inented by despair and remorse. The most skilful physi¬ 
cians of the mind and body were summoned to his aid; and Ihs hopes 
■were aroused liy frequont pilgrimages to the baths, and to the tombs of 
the most popular saints; the nioiilcs applauded his penance, and, except 
restitution (but to whom should he have restored?) Micliael sought every 
method of expiating his guilt. While ho groaned and prayed in sackelotn 
and ashes, his brother, the eunuch Joannes, siiiiled at his remorse, and enjoyed 
the harvest of a oriiiio of which himself was the secret and most guilty 
author. Ilis adininistratiou ^ was only the art of satiating his avarice, and 
Zoe became a captive in the palaoo of her fathers and in the hands of her 
slaves. When ho perceived the irretrievable decline of his brother’s health, 
ho introduced his nephew, juiother Michael, who derived the surname of 
CalaphatQB from his father’s occupation in the civreoning of vessels; at the 
command of the ouuuoh, Zoo adopted for lier son the son of a mechanic; 
and this fictitious heir was iuvcslod witli the title and purple of the Omsars^ 
ill the prcacnoe of the somite and clergy. 

So feeble was the character of Zoo, that she was oppressed by the lib¬ 
erty and power which she recovered by tho death of tlio raphlugonian ; and 
at the cud of four days, she placed the crown on tlie head ol Micliaol V who 
liad protested, with toavs and oatlw, that ho elionld over rei^n tho first and 
most obedient of her subjects. Tho only act of his short reign was hie base 
ingratitude to his bcnoniotora, tho ouuucli und the empress. The disgrace 
of fchd foimoi' uvjs lo tho pnhJio,* httb tho mnniiwo, and at length 

the olamoura, of Oonatantiuoplo deplored the exile of Zoe, the daughter of 
so many oinporora ; her vices wore forgotten, mid Michael was taught that 
ihero is a period in which tho patience of the tamest slaves rises into fury 
and rovengu. Tho citizens of every degree iissembled in n formidable 
tumult whicli lusted three days ; they besieged the palace, forced tho gates, 
recalled Ihcir mothera — Zoe from her prison, Theodora from her monastery, 
uud coiideiniicd the son of 0alax>hatu3 to the loss of his eyes or of his life. 

For tho first time the Greeks beheld witli surprise the two royal sisters 
seated on the same iliroue, presiding in tho senate, and giving audience to 
tlio ainbasaadors of the iiutioiia. But this siugiiiai* union subsisted no more 
tliaii two months ; the two sovereigns, their lomporfl, interests, and adher¬ 
ents, were seoreily hostile to each olhor; and as Theodora was still adverse 
to marriage, the indefatigable Zoe, at tho age of sixty, consented, for the 
public good, to sustain the embraoes of a third husband, and the censures of 
tlio Greek oliuroU. Ills name and number were Constantine Z and the 
epithet of Monomiiolius,^ tlio single combatant, must have been expressive of 

[> Tlic Saracona aUaoked tho oinpiro on all aides, and Sicily was all but won by the goneial 
Manfaces. It waa lost tlirougli tho Inonpacity of Mlchoel’a broLhoi'-ln-law Stephen. In 1010 
Sei’via regained hot' froocloiii, and tho Slavonians and IJulgadnna woio driven to lobellion by tha 
fisoal o:i£fLeb!otia of the eunuch Joannes onllod Orphanotiophus.l 

[® It was inorely an horedltary surname, noeoidlng to ElaJay.^J 
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hie valour and victory in aome public or prWiite quiUTel,^ But hin haaltU 
way broken by tho tortures o£ tlie gout, and liia disaolutc ruign wjia spent in 
the alternative oC siokiieaH and pleasui-e. A fair and iioblo widow liad accom¬ 
panied CoiisUntine m liis exile to the isle of Lesbos, and Sclcruiia gioried in 
tliG appellation of liie mistress. After his marnago and clovaiion, slio was 
invested with the title and pomp of Augusta, and occupied a- contiguous 
apartment in tlie inilace. The lawful consort (such was the delicacy or cor¬ 
ruption of Zoe]) consented to tliis strnngo a«id scaudivlouH paytiUon; and the 
emperor appeared in public between liis wife and liia concubLiui.'i 


SEPARATION 01«’ QKEEK: AND LATIN OirUROIIES 

Ill looking back from modern limos at Uio history of Llio By/.iiiitljiD Em¬ 
pire, the separation of the Greek and Latin chuvclios appears the most 
important event in the reign of OonstauUue X ; but il.s pvonuucncc ie 
owing, on the one hand, to Uic oircuiustaiico tliat u closer uoiiucciioii liuguii 
shortly after to exist between llio ISaslerii and Wcshn-ii nations ; and on the 
other, to the deolino in tho power of tJic 15yy.untiiio Kniihro, wliicih gave eccle¬ 
siastical affairs gi'oatcr iinportanuo than they would olliorwise have merited. 
Had the sucoesaoi'.s of Con.stanUne X coutiimcd to po.sH(!ss the power and 
resources of tlic sucocssoi'.s of Leo Jil or Basil J, the Huhisin Avoiibl never 
have acquired the poUlical importance it actually aUaineil *, for as it rclatinl 
to points of opinion on secondary micslKniK, and dcUiilH of ccclcHiiislioiil 
practice, the people would have abaiiuoncd tlio siibjoct to tlio clergy aiul tho 
ohui’cli, as one not ulTGcting tho welfare of OJirjsliuns, nor the interest cjf 
Christianity. The emperor Basil II, ivho was bigofcotl ns well a.s pious, luid 
still good sense to view tho (lucstion ns n political rather iliuii a religious one. 

He kiiOAV that it would bo impossible to rcimUo the two eliurcliesj lio 
saw tho disposition of tho Greek clergy to coinmonco a (]Uiirro\, to avoid 
which he endeavoured to negotiate the amicahlo soparatimi oC the ByzauUno 
ecclesiastical eatublialuneiit from the pupal auproiuucy. lie proposed that 
the pope should be honoured as tho first (liriatian bisliop m ntnlc, but tJiat luj 
should receive a pecuniary indemnity, aii<l admit tho right of tlio EuhLcvii 
church to govern its oivn affairs aocordiiig to its own nonstituticni anil local 
usages, and acknowledge tho jiatriarch of CoiiNtanlinoph) as its head. 'Uliis 
plan, reasonable h.s it might aiipcar to slulesmcn, had littlo oliiinoo of sucocss. 

The chum of the bishop of Rome to be the agont of the tlmuorauy wbicli 
ruled the Christian church, was too generally admitted to allow any Uuiits to 
be put to his authority. The propo.HitionM of Basil IT wore rojcctod, but the 
open rupture with Rome did not take place until 1053, ivlion it was (saUHod 
by the violent and unjust conduct of the Greek patriarch, Mioliaol Ooriila- 
riua. He ordered all the Latin churches in the Byzautiiio Empire, in Avhioh 
muss was celebrated according to the riles of the Wostorii oliunh, to bi; 
closed; and, in conjunction with Luc, bishop oC Achridu, ilio paliiarch of 
Bulgaria, addressed a controversial letter to the bishop of TTani, Avbich 
revived all tho old disputes with tho papal olmvch, adding the question about 
the use of unleavened bread in the holy ooniimiiiion. 


Kaiiiaces revolted, and proclaimed Iilmtfclf omporor. IIo wns killed in tho moinoiit of 
victory by an arrow. Leo Tomicns, » relative of tho ompeior, besieged CoiiBtautlnoplo but w<aH 
I'epalseci, The imperial troops aufferod defeats from tho SorvlauB, but lepulscd Uic Ttunslnus 
and the Patziiinks. Arnieuia was conquoi-ed, 1016, anti two Invablons of boljulc Turks boiiloii 
Qd.J 
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The people on both sides, avIio understood little of the points contested 
by the clergy, sidopted tlie simple rule, that it was their duty to hate the 
members of the other church ; and the Greeks, having their nationality con¬ 
densed in their ecoleaiaeUc^ eatablishment, far exceeded the "Westeni nations 
ill ecclesiastical bigotry, for tlie people in the western nations of Europe 
were often not very friendly to papal pretensions. The extreme bigotry of 
the Greeks .soon tended to nuUce the peoplo of the Byzantine Empire averse 
to all intercourse with the Latins, as equals, and they assumed a superiority 
over nations rapidly advancing in activity, wealth, power, and intelligence, 
merely because they deemed them heretics. The separation of the two 
ohurcliea proved, consequently, more injurious to the Greeks, in their sta¬ 
tionary condition of sooioty, than to the Western Christiana, wJio were eagerly 
jiressing forward in many paths of social improvement. 

The empress Zoo died in tlio year 1060, nt the age of seventy. Constan¬ 
tine X survived to the year 1064. Wlieii tlic emperor felt liis end approacli- 
iilg, be ordered himself, according to tho superstitious fashion of the time, 
to be transpoiiod to the inoiiasiery of Mangaiia, wliicli be had constructed. 
His niiiiisters, and ospeoially his prime-minister, Joannes the logothetes, and 
president of tho senate, urged him to name Nicopliorus Bryennius, who com- 
niandod the Macodoiiiaii troops, his successor. TJio forms of the imperial 
ooiiatitutioii rondored it noccssary that the sovereign should be crowned in 
Constantinople, and a courier was despatched to simnnoii Bryennius to tho 
capital. But as soon as Theodora licurd of this aUompt of her brother-in- 
law to deprive lior of tho tliroiie she liad been compelled to code to him, she 
luistoncd to tho imperial palace, convoked tho senate, ordered tlie guards to 
be drawn out, and, presenting horsolf as tlio lawful empress, was proolaimed 
Movercigii of the empire witli universal aoclainatioiis. TJie news of tliis event 
embittered the last moments of tlie dying voluiiiuary, who hated Theodora 
for tho respeed her conduct inspired.« 

In lier name, and by the iulluenco of four ounuclis, the Eastern world was 
peaceably governed about nineteen months; and as they wished to prolong 
their dominion, tlioy persuaded tho aged iirincesB to nominate for her suc¬ 
cessor Michael VI. The surmime of Stratioticus declares Ids military pro¬ 
fession ; but tho crazy and decropit veteran could only see with the eyes 
and execute with the hamla of liis ministers. Wlnlst lie ascended the 
throne, Theodora sank into the grave —the hiafc of the Macodonian or Basilian 
dynasty. We have liiistily reviewed, and gladly dismiss, tliis shameful and 
destructive period of twenty-eight ycara, in which the Greeks, degraded 
bolow til© common level of servitude, were transferred like a herd of catble 
by the choice or caprice of two impotent females. 


THIS COJtNENI 

From this night of slavoiy, a ray of freedom, or at least of spirit, begins 
to emerge j tho Greeks oitlior preserved or revived the use of surnames, 
whicli perpetuate the fame of hereditary virtue; find wo now discern the 
rise, succession, and alliance, of the last dynasties of Constantinople and 
Trebizond. Tlie Comneni, who upheld for a while tho fato of the sinking 
empire, assumed tho lionour of a Roman origin; but the family had long 
since been transported from Italy to Asia. Their patrimonial estate was 
situate in tho district of Castainoua, in the neighbourhood of the Euxine; and 
one of thoir chiefs, who had already entered tho paths of ambition, revisited 



252 the HlSl’OBY 01^’ THK EASTERN EMPIRE 

[llJ57-I0d9 A.D.I 

with affection, perhaps with regret, the modest tlioug-Ji hunourablo chvolUng 

of his fathers. ,,, . i i • .1 

The firat of tlicir line was the ilhistnoiis Miiiiuoi, wiio, in tlie rcigu ol 

the secoJid Rasil, uontribuiod by war and treaty to appeaso tho troubles 
of the East: he loft, in a tender ago, two sous, Isaac and «Joaunos, whom, 
with the consciousness of desert, he bcqticalhcd Lo tli 0 gratitude and favour 
of his soveroigUi The noble youtlis were carofully trained in the loiirning ol 
the monastery, the arts of tho palace, and tho exercises of the eaiiip, and Iroiii 
the domeatio service of tho guards, tlioy wore rapidly promoted lo the coin- 
juivnd of provinces and armies. Their fralornal union doubled tlio force 
and reputation, of tho Couiiieui, and tlicir ((riieicnt nobility Avas illustnttcd 
by the marriage of the two brothers Avith a captive princess of Bulgaria, 
and the daughter of a patrician, who had obtained tho uiuue of Cluirou from 
tho iiiuiibor* of cnoiuios whom ho Jiad sent to tho infernal sliiidcs. The 
soldiers had served with rcluolant loyalty u scries of ofCominiilo masters} 
the elevation of Michael VI was n personal insult lo the nioj’o deserving 
generals j and their discontent avhs iiilbuuod by the parsimony of the em¬ 
peror and the insoloiioo of the eunuchs. Xlioy secretly tiHsoinblod in the 
aanotuaiy of St. Sopliia, and the votes of tho uiilitury synod avouUI have 
been unanimous in favour of the old and vuhaiit Cutncalon, if tlio patriotism 
or modosty of the votoran luid not suggested tho im 2 )orlanoo of birth as 
well as went in the ohoico of a aovoroigu. Lyuao (Joinnenus was approved by 
general consent, and tho associates separated Avithout delay to moot in tlio 
plains of Phrygia at tlie head of tUoiv rcspcclLvo squudrons and dctacUmcuts. 

The cause of Michael Avas dofomled iu a single hivtUe by tho ])iuruoimvio.s 
of the imperial guard, avUo Avero aliens to tlm public intorosl, and auimaiod 
only by fi principle of honour and gratitude. Aftor tlicir dolhiit, the fuiirs 
of the emperor aolioilecl a treaty, Avhich avus almost lujccplod by tho mod* 
eration of tho Coninoiuaii. But tlio former was betrayod by Iiia ambus* 
aaclors, and the latter avus prevented by his friends, 'fho solitary Miulmol 
aiihmitted to the voice of the people; the patriarch iiniiullud thuir oath of 
allegiance} and us ho shaved tho lioad of the royal mnnlc, coiigratuluLod 
his beneficial exolmuge of toniporal royalty for the kingdom of heaven ; au 
exchange, hoAVover, Avhich tlio priest, on hig own uccoiinl, Avould probalily 
have declined. 

By the hands of tho same pulrinrcli, Isaac (loinmmuy avus Holomnly 
crowned; the sword, which he inscribed uu his ooius, might be un offonsivo 
symbol, if it implied his Utlo by conquest; but this .SAVord avouUI Iiilvo Ijoou 
ctraAvn against the foreign and doiiioslio onomic.s of tho stiito.^ The ihicliiio 
of his health and vigour susponclccl tlie operation of iictivo virtue ; and the 
prospect of approaching death detormiuod him to iulerjmse hoiuo moiiumty 
betAveen life and eteinity. But instead of leaving tlio onipij’c as tho niarriago 
portion of his daughter, his reason and inclination (jonourj'od in tlio proforoneo 
of his brother Joannes, a soldier, ii patriot, and tho fiiLlior of (ivo sous, the 


1 “ To conlempoinries, this lovolutlon prcBouted uoUuiiR to h from tlio Rlmuf^oH 

of sovoTolgn, -fllijch had heon an ordinary ovont in Lhu llyzaiiUno limulio, and whlcJi Wi'io 
fi6>ci’ltiod "by the waest stutoamoii of tho timo to tho clccrco of hcavou, and not to tho working of 
political and moral caiihe.s, Avhich tho Avill of God aUowa tUo luloUigmwG uf mw in employ lev 
cffocting tho improveinpiu or deolloo of linninn alfaliB. PorlmpH no nmu tUon living porcolvojl 
that tins event wnfj destined to chan^ tlio Avholo syslciii of govoininniU, clnnlroy Llio fabrio of tho 
CQTitral administration, deliver up tho provinces of Asia an easy coiuinost to Ihci Soljulc 'riivlch, 
and tlie capital a prey to u band of cnisailors.” 0 

P In 1060 Isaac umicUed agiunsl the irwngaviaiw and VaUlnakH, who wove ravu};liig tho 
nortliern iroiuier, and the invaders wore soon comuBlIod to auu for pe.Aco. This In tlio only 
opportunity Isaac had of showing Ins uiiUtsu-y ability.] 
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lature pillars of an liereditary Buccession. tlia first modest reluctance might 
bo th© natural dictates of diBoretion and tenderness, but liis obstinate and 
faucoessful perseverance, however it may dazxJe with tlie sliow of virtue, must 
be censured as a criminal desertion ot his duty, and a rare offence against 
Ilia family and country. The purple which he had refused was accepted 
by Constantine Duoas, a friend of the Coniiienian house, and whose noble 
birtli was adorned with the experience aud reiiutation of civil policy. In 
the monastic habit, Isaac recovered his health, and survived two years his 
voluntary abdication. At the command of his abbot, he observed the rule 
of St. Basil, and executed the most servde offices of the convent; but his 
luteiit vanity was gratified by the frequent and respectful visits of the reign¬ 
ing monarch, who revered in his iiorsoii a benefactor and a saint. 

If Constantine XI were indeed the subject most worthy of empire, we 
must pity tlie debasement of the age and nation in which he was chosen. 
In the labour of puerile declamatioiiB he sought, without obtaining, the crown 
of eloquence, more precious, in his opinion, than that of Rome; and, in the 
subordinate funciinns of a judge, he forgot the duties of a sovereign and a 
warrior. Ducas was anxious only to secure, even at the expense of the repub¬ 
lic, the power and prosperity of hU children. His three sons, Michael VTI, 
Androiiicus I, and Constantine XII, wore invested, at a tender age, with the 
equal title of Augustus; aud the sncoQs.sion was s^jeodilv opened by their 
ffttlior’s denih. Ilia widow, Eudocia, was entrusted witli the administration. 

Before the end of seven months, tho wants of Eudocia, or those of tho state, 
called aloud for the male virtues of a soldier 5 ami her heart had already 
chosen llomaiius Diogenes, whom she raised from the scaffold to tho throne. 
Tiio discovery of a Iroasonablo attempt hud exposed him to tho severity of 
the laws; his beauty and valour absolved liim in tho eyes of the empress, 
and Iloniniius, from a mild exilo, was recalled on tho second day to the com¬ 
mand of the oriental armies. Her royal choice was yet unknown to the 
public, and tho promise which would have betrayed her falsehood and levity 
was stolen by a dexterous emissary from tho ambition of the patriarch. 
Xipliiliu at fli’Ht alleged the sanctity ot oaths and tho sacred nature of a 
trust; l)ut a whi.spor that Ins brother was the future emperor relaxed his 
Horuplcs, and forced him to confess that the public safety was the supreme 
law. lie resigned the important paper; and wlien his hopes were con¬ 
founded by tho nomination of Uoniauus, he could no longer regain his 
security, retract liis declarations, nor ojiposo tlic second nuptials of the 
empress. Yet a murmur was heard in llio palace; and the barbarian guards 
had raised tlicir battle-axes in tho cause of the house of Ducas, till the young 
prinees were soolhed by tho tears of tlioir mother and tho assurances of the 
fidelity of their guai’di£Ui, who lillod the throne with dignity and Jionour, 


ROJfANU.s IN Tins riBrn> (1007-1071) 

The false or genuine magnanimity of Mahmud tho Ghaanavide was not 
imitated by Alp Arslan ; and ho attacked without soruplo the Greek empress 
Eudocia and her children .1 His alarming progress oorapelled her to give her¬ 
self and her scopiro to the hand of a soldier; and Romanus Diogenes had been 
invested with the imperial piuqde. His patriotism, and perhaps his pride, 
urged liini from Con.stuntinoplo within two months after his accession ; and 

p 'f’ognU Beg nrid jllp Ai-slcn bugftii tUolr Invasion ftoin Sfc^opotOfnlR in JOflO; Avll wns 
capluiccl la 1004.] 
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the next campaign lie most scandalously toolc tlio field diii’ing iho holy festi¬ 
val of Eastei*. In tho palace, Diogenes \Yas no more than tho liuabaud of 
Eudooia j in the camp lie -yvas tlio emperor of tho Romans, and Jig sustained 
that character with feeble resources and invincible coiiriigc. Hy liis spirit 
and siicoesB, the aoldiera ^Yere taught to ac,l, the subjects to hope, and tho 
enemies to fear. The Turlcs had penetrated into the heart of Phrygia j but 
the siiHan himself had resigned to his emirs tlio prortecution of the war j and 
their nunieroua detachments were scattered over Asia in the security of con¬ 
quest. Laden witli spoil and careless of disoipliiio, tlioy were sofiui’iitoly 
surprised and defeated by the Greeks; tho activity of the omporor sooined to 

multiply hia prcsonco ; and while they hoard of 
his expedition to Antioch, tlio oiioniy foil his 
sword on the liilla of 'Prcbizoiul. 

In three laborious campaigns^ tho Turks 
were driven beyond the Jiluphratoaj in the 
fourth and Inst, llomaniis undertook tho doUv- 
erftuco of Armenia. T'he dQsolaUen of the land 
obliged him to transport a supply of two inontlis’ 
provision-s; and ho inarcliod forwards to tlio 
siege of Mair/.icorl, an imiiovlant fortress in the 
inidwajMiotwoou tl\o modern oitios of Erzorum 
and Van. His army amoiintcd, at the least, to 
one hmulred tlionsand mon. Tho troops of 
Constantinople wore roinforuod by tlio disov- 
dorly innltitudc.s of RJirygia and Oiippiulooia; 
bni tlio veal strength was ooinposod of Lho sub- 
jocta and allies of Eiiropo, Lholegious of Mtioo- 
douia, and tho aquadvous of Jiulgavia 5 the Uzi, 
a hloldavian horde, who wore thomselvos of the 
Turkish race, uml above all, tho luovocuavy and 
advenUirmw biinds of French and NovinaiiH. 
Tbtilr Iftncca wove commanded \iy Uni valiaut 
Drael of Baliol, tho kinsman or uitlvor oC tho 
Scottish kings, and wore allowed to excel in 
tho exorcise of arms, or, acooiding to tho Groolc 
stylo, in the practice of the TyvvMc dance. 

On tho report of this bold invaMion, wliioh 
threatened his hcroditur}' domiaiouH, Al]) Arslan 
flew to tl\c scene of action at the liiMul of forty 
thousand horse. His rajiid mid Hkilful ovolu- 
^ 4 ! o 1 distressed and di.smayod tlio Hiiporior nmii- 

m the defeat of RusilaoIuH, ono of thoiv principal 
g neials, he displayed the first example of liw vnlonv and clemonoy. The 
imprudence of the emperor hud separated lug forocs uftor tho roduoiion of 

attempted to recall tho mercenary 
f lanks, they refused to oboy Ins summons; he disdaiiied to await theii- 

andfilled Ws mind witli nnxiely luul suspicion ; 
deoisfve Son! ^ forwards lo speody and 

SCO,™? Koo'oous miglit Imvo 

Bccured a retieat, perhaps a peace; but m Ibeso ovorturos ho auppoaed tho 



Byzastinr Empeuoh in tur 
COBTUMB OB' A GuNKBAI. 
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fear or weakness of tlie enemy, and his answer was conceived in the tone of 
insult and defiance. “If tlie barbarian wishes for peace, let him evacuate 
the ground which ho occupies for the encampment of the Romans, and sur¬ 
render Ilia city and palace of Roi as a pledge of liis sincerity.” Alp Arslan 
smiled at the vanity o! the demand, hut he wept the death of so many faith¬ 
ful Moslems 5 and, after a devout prayer, proclaimed a free permission to all 
who were desirous of retiring from the field, 'With his own hands he tied 
up his horse’s tail, exchanged his bow and arrows for a maco and scimitar, 
clothed liimself in a white garment, perfumed In's body with mnsk, and 
declared that if he wci-e vanquislied, tliat spot should he the place of his 
htirial. 

Tlie sultan himself had affected to cast away his missile weapons; but 
Ilia liopes of victory were placed in the arrows of the Turkish cavalry, whoso 
squadrons were loosely distributed in the form of a orescent. Instead of the 
successive lines and reserves of the Grecian tactics, Romanus led liis army in 
a single and solid phalanx, and pressed with vigour and impatience the artful 
and yielding resistauoe of the baibaviam. In this desultory and fruitless 
combat he wasted tlio greater part of a summer’s day, till prudence and 
fatigue oompolled him to return to hia camp. But a retreat is always peril¬ 
ous in tliQ faco of an aotivo foo; and no sooner had the standard been turned 
to the roar, than tlio phalanx was broken by the base cowardice, or the baser 
jealousy, of Andronicua, n rival prince, who disgraced his birtli and tho pur¬ 
ple of the ciDsars. Tho Turkish squadrons poured a clund of arrows on this 
moment of confusion and lassiUido; and tho horns of their formidable cres¬ 
cent was closed in the rear of tho Greoks. In tho destruction of Llie army 
and pillage of tlio camp, it would be needless to mention tho number of slain 
or captives. I’lio Byzantine writers deplore tho loss of an inestimable pearlj 
they lorgot to mention that in this fatal day the Asiatic provinces of Rome 
were irrotriovably sacrificed. 

As long as a liopo survived, Romanus attempted to rally and save the 
roHos of hia army. Whou tho centre, tho imperial station, was left naked on 
all sides and enoompaasecl by tho victorious Turks, he still, witli desperate 
courage, maintained tho fight till iho close of day, at the head of the brave 
and faitliful subjects who adhered to his standard. They fell around hiini 
hi.s horse was .slain; tlio cmijoror was wounded; yet he stood alone and 
intrepid, till ho was op 2 )J’ 0 SKed tnul bound by the strength of multitudes. 
The glory of tliis illuatriouR iUT/-e was disputed by a .slave and u soldier; a 
slave wlio had seen him on the throne of Constantinople, and a Boldier whoso 
extreme deformity bud boon excused on the promise of some signal service. 
Des 2 )oiled of hia arms, his jewels, and his purple, Romanus spent a dreary 
and porilou .4 night on tho field of battle, amidst a disorderly crowd of the 
meaner barbarians. 


(JiVPTTVITY OV THIfl KMPBROR 

Ill the morning the royal captive was presented to Alp Arslan, who 
doubted of his fortune, till the identity of tho person was ascertained by the 
report of hia ainbusaadora, and by the more pathetic evidonco of Basilacius, 
wlio ombrnced with tears the feet of his unhappy sovereign. The successor 
of ConstanUno, in a plcboian liabit, was led into the Tnrlcisli divan, and com¬ 
manded to kiss tlio ground before the lord of Asia. Ho reluctantly obeyed; 
and Alp Arslan, starting from his throne, is said to have planted his foot on 
tlie neck of the Roman emperor. But tlie fact is doubtful; and if, in this 
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moineufc of insolence, the siiltwi complied witli a national euRLom, tlio reeb of 
liis conduct has extorted the praise of his bigolod foes, and may afford a 
lesson to the moab civilisocl ages. He histautly raised tbo royal captive from 
the ground; and thrice clasping hia hand with toudor sympatliy, aasured 
Mm that his life and dignity should bo inviolate in the liaiids of a prince 
who had learned to respect the majesty of hia equals and the vicissitudes 
of fortune. From the divan, Romaiiiis was conducted to an adjacent toni, 
wliere he \Ya8 served with pomp and reverence by the ofTicors of tlie atiHan, 
who, twice each day, seated him in the place of liononr at Ins own table. 
In a free and familiar convoraation of eight days, not a word, not a look, of 
insult escaped from the conqueror; hut lie aovoroly consnvod the unworthy 
subjects who had deserted tlieir valiant inliice in the hour of danger, and 
gently admonished hia anbagouiat of some errors which ho had coinmitLod in 
the management of the war. In tlio proliininaries of negotiation, Alp 
Arshin asked him what treatment he expected to reecivo, and the calm in¬ 
difference of the emperor displays the freedom of his mind. ‘‘ If you arc 
cruel,” he said, “ you will take aiy life; if you lisfcou to pride, you will drag 
me at your chariot wheels ; if you consult )'^our intorost you will accept a 
ransom, and restore mo to my country.” " And what,” continuod tho sullau, 
“ would have been your own behaviour, had fortnno smiled on your arms ? ” 
The reply of the Greek betrays a Hentimont which priidenco, and even grati- 
tiido, should have taught him to suppress. “I-hul 1 vanquished,” ho llovcoly 
said, “ I would have inflicted on tUy body many a stripe.” 

The Turkish conqueror smiled at tho insolence of his ciiptivo j observed 
that the Gliristian Inw inculcated tho love of oncinios and forgiveness of 
injuries j and nobly declared that ho would not imitate an oxamplo which 
he condemned. After mature deliberation, Alp Arslan dictated tho terms 
of liberty and peace — a ransom of a million, an uminal tribute of 360,000 
pieces ot gold, the inarriago of the royal children, and tlio dolivoranoo of all 
the Moslems wlio were In the power of tho Greeks. Roinauns, with a sigh, 
siihfloribed this fireaiy, no disgracehil lo tho majesty oH tho emiiiio; ho was 
immediately invested with a Turkish robo of lionour; liis nobles and patri¬ 
cians were restored to tlieir sovereign ; and tho sultan, after a courteous 
embraoo, dismissed him with rich presouts and a military guard. No sooner 
did he roach the coiifiiieH of tho empire, than ho was informed that tlie 
palace and provinces had disclaiinod their allogiuuco to a oaptivo ; ii sum of 
two hundred thousand pieces was painfully nollected; and tho falloii mon¬ 
arch transmitted tins part of his ransom, with ii sad oonfosHion of Ins impo¬ 
tence and disgrace. 

In the treaty of peace, it does not appear that Alp Arslau oxtortocl any 
province or city from the captive emperor; and his rovongo was satisliod 
with the trophies of his victory and the spoils of Anatolia, from Autiooli to 
the Black Sea. The fairest part of Asia was aubjoct to his laAVS j twelve 
hundred princes, or the sous of princes, stood before Jii.s throne j and two 
hundred thousand soldiers marohod under his banners. T'lio sultan clis- 
clained to pursue the fugitive Greeks ; hut ho meditated tho more glorious 
eoriquegt of Turlcestan, the original scat of the Iiouso of Seljiik. 

[While tho Turks wore getting control of Asia Minor Uio ByzanUiio 
Empire lost its lust hold on Italy. Hohort Guiscard had taken, ono after 
another, the cities of the empire, and in 1068 laid aiogo to Bari, Romaiuis 
sent a fleet under Gogselin, but Guiscard’s brother Roger defeated liiin. 
Bari capitulated in April, 1071, and tho direct autliority of llio Ronuui Em¬ 
pire in Italy was gone forever, j 
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THE SOl^S OF CONSTANTINE XI AND NICEPHORUS III (1071-1081 A.D.) 

Tho dofeat and captivity of Romanus IV inflicted a deadly \voimd on 
the Byzantine monarchy of the East; and after ho was released from the 
chains of the sultan, he vainly sought his wife and subjects. His wife had 
been thrust into a monastery, and the subjecfca of Romamis had embraced 
tlie rigid maxim of the civil law> that a prisoner in tho hands of the enemy 
is deprived, as by tlie stroke of death, of all public and private rights of a 
citizen. In tho general eonslemation, the caisar Joannes asserted the inde¬ 
feasible right of Ills three nephews. Conataiilinople listened to liis voice, 
and the Turkish captive was proclaimed in tho capital, aiid received on the 
frontier, as an enemy of tho republic. Romanus was not more fortunate in 
domestic than in foreign war: the loss of two battles compelled him to yield, 
on tho aasiiranco of fair and honourable treatment; hut his enemies were 
devoid of faith or humanity, and, after the cruel extinotion of his sight, his 
woniid.s were loft to bleed and eornipt, till in a few days ho was relieved 
from a stato of misery. 

Under tho triple reign of tho liou.so of Duens, the two younger brothers 
wore reduced to tho vain honours of tho purple; but tho eldest, the puslllan- 
imoii.9 Michael, was inonpablo of sustaining tlie Roman sceptre; and his 
surname of Pavapinaocs denotes tlio reproach which lie shaved with an avari¬ 
cious favourite, who enhanced tlie price, and diininislied tlie meusuro, of 
wheat. In tho school of rsollus, and after tho example of his mother, the 
son of Eudocia mado somo proficiency in philosophy and rhetoric; but his 
oliaraotor was degraded, rather than onnoblod, by the virtues of a monk and 
the learning of a sopliist. 

Strong 111 tho contempt of thoir sovereign and their own esteom, two gen¬ 
erals, at tho head of tho European and Asiatic legions, assumed the purple 
at Iladrinnopolis and Nicica. I'lioir rovoH was in the same month; they 
boro tliG same naiiio of Nicophorus; but tJio two candidates were distin¬ 
guished by tlio aunuuucs of Bryenuiua and Botanialcs: the former in the 
maturity of wisdom and courage, tho latter conspicuous only by the memory 
of his past exploits. While Botauintes advanced with cautious and dilatory 
steps, his activo competitor stood in arms before the gates of Constantinople. 
Tlie name of Bryennius was illustrious; his caiiso was popular; but bis 
licentious troops could not bo restrained from burning and pillaging a sub¬ 
urb ; and llxc people, who would have hailed tho rebel, rejected and repulsed 
tho incendiary of his country. This cluuigo of tho public opinion was fa¬ 
vourable to Botaiiiales, who at length, witli iiii army of Turks, approached the 
shores of Chalcodon. 

A formal invitation, in tho iiiuno of the patriarch, the synod, and the 
senato, was circulated tliroiigli tho streets of Constantiiioplo j and tlie gon- 
eral iissombly, in the doino of St. Sophia, debated with order and calmness 
on the choice of their sovoroign. Tho guards of Miohaol would have dis¬ 
persed this unarmed multitude j but the foeblo emperor, applauding his own 
moderation and clcmoncy, resigned tho ensigns of royalty, and was rowardod 
with tho monastio habit and the title of archbishop of rilphosus. He left a 
son, a Constantine, born anti oducaled in tho purple; and a daughter of the 
lioiiso of Duons illustrated the blood, and coulirmod tho suocessiou, of tho Coin- 
nenian dynasty. 

Joannes Oomnoniis, tho brother of tho emperor Isaac, survived in peace and 
dignity his gonoroiis refusal of the sceptre. By his wifo Anne, a woman 
of masculine spirit and policy, lie left eiglit childron; the three daughters 
u, w. — voi.. vir. 8 
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multiplied the Comnonian siUiances witli tlio noblest Greehs; ol tlie five 
sons, Manuel waa slopped, by a pTomaUiio death; Isiuui and AIqxiuh rcatoi'ed 
the imperial groaLiioss of their house, which waa enjoyed without toil or 
dauffer by the two younger bretlircn, Adrian and Nicephorus. Alexius, the 
thira and most illustrious of the brothers, waa endowed by natiiro with the 
choicest gifts both of mind and body j they wore eultivated a liberal 
education, and exercised in the sohool of obedionco and adversity. The 
youth was dismissed from the perils of the 'ihirhisli War,^ liy the paternal 
care of the oniporor Roiiianiis; but the mother of tlio Coninoni, with her 
aspiring race, was accused of treason, and banished, by the sons of Ducas, to 
an island in the Proponti.s. TJio two brolliers soon emerged into favour and 
action, fought by each other’s aide against tlio rebels and barbarians, and 
adhered to the emperor Michael, till lie was deserted by tlic world and liy 
himself. 

In Ilia first interview with llotaniatos, “Prince,” said Alexius, with a 
noble frankness, “my duty rendered mo your enemyj the decrees of God 
and of tliQ people have made mo 3 ^ 111 * subject. Judge of my future loyalty 
by iny past ot)position,” ll'ho successor of Michael ontortained him with 
eateem and confldonoe; bis valour was employed against thruo rebels, who 
disturbed the peace of Uio empire, or at least of tlio omporoi's. Ursel, 
Bryennius, and Jlasilaciiis were formidable by their numerous forces and 
military fame: they were successively vanquishod in the field, and led in 
chains to the foot of tho throne; and whatever treatment tlioy might roooive 
from a timid and cruel court, tlioy apphuulod tho clnmonoy, as well ns tho 
courage, of their conqueror. Hut the loyalty of tlio Comiioni was soon tainted 
by fear and suspicion 5 nor is it easy to settle between a sniijeot and a des¬ 
pot tho debt of gratitude, which tho ioriner is temptod to chum iiy a rovolt, 
and the latter to discharge by an oxcoutioiior. Tlio refusal of Alexius to 
march against a fourth rebel, the Imaliand of liis Histor, destroyod the merit 
or memory of hia jiast services; llie favouriles of boianiaius provoked tho 
ambition which they apprehended and acensod', and the reUent of the two 
brothers might bo justified by tho dofenco of their life or liberty. 

The women of tho family wore deposited in a aauetuavy, vebpeeted by 
tyrants j the men, mounted 011 horsohnclc, sallied from tlio city, and oroelod 
tho standard of civil war. The soldiers, who had licou gradually assembled 
in the capital and the neiglibomhood, wero devoted to tiie ciuiso of a victo¬ 
rious and injured leader] iho ties of common interest and domcHtio alliaiioo 
secured the attachment of the house of Duoua; and tho geiiorons disjiiito of 
tho Comneni was torminated by tho decisive rcsoluUouof Ihiuui, who was tho 
first to invost his younger brother with the name and ensigns of royalt 3 ^ 
They returned to Constantinople, to threaten rather than hosiego that im¬ 
pregnable fortress ; hut the fidelity of the guards was corrupted j a gaio was 
surprised, and the fleet was occupied by tho active courage of Geovgo Ralro- 
ologus, who fought against his father, without fore.s(50iug that ho hihourcd 
for his postoriLy. Alexius ascended the throne; and Ills aged comiiotitor 
disappeared in a monastery. An army of various nations was gratified witli 
the pillage of tho city j but the public disorders wore expiuLod by the tears 
and fasts of tho Comneni, who submitted to every penaneo, 

[‘ The Tmltisli wav was vonowed in 1072 when Alp Aralan was uiiablo to obtain payinPiit of 
HOitiiinna ransom. Ho finally conquorcU tho J)y%wUiio portion of Aula Miilov and RdVP it In 
Suleiuniii lo uila over. lu 1070 .lotuealoin toll botoio Uvo Solpika, nnrt Ibis iwenL Uu) lUn'f.t 
cause of tho Cnisatlos Nor wero thcbo Iho only fmoign Iroviblcs of tlio oinplvn at Uiih iioiiml. 
In lOTd ttio liulgaiiaiia made ftclcspuialo uticinpt to i-ogaiu tUclr hbovty.J 
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ANNA COMNENA’S IIISTOIIY 

Tlie life oF tho emperor Aloxius has been delineaLod by a fiivourito 
claiightoi*, who was inspired by a tender regard for liis person, and <a lauda¬ 
ble zeal to iDOrpetuato liis virtiios. Conscious of Uio just suspicion of her 
readers, tho princosa Anna Comnena» repeatedly protests, that, besides lici- 
personal knowledge, she had searched the discourse and writings of the most 
respectable votemiis ; that, after an interval of thirty years, forgotten by, 
and forgethil of, the world, her monrnlul solitude was inaccoasible to hope 
and fear; and that truth, tlio naked, ]>erfect 
lrulli,wasmoro dear and aacrodthaii the mem¬ 
ory of lior parent. Yet, instead of the simpli¬ 
city oE stylo and narrative which wins our 
belief, an elaborate affectation of rlietorioand 
soicnce betrays in every page the vanity of 
a female luitlior. The genuine character 
of Alexiu-s is lost in avaguo constellation oC 
virtne.s j find tlio porpoiual strain of psinc- 
gyric and apology awakens our jealousy, to 
question tho voracity of tho lu.stonan and 
tlio merit of tho horo. Wo cannot, liow- 
ovor, refuse her judioious and important 
remark, that tlio disorders of tlio times wore 
tho misfortuno and tho glory of Aloxius; 
and that every calamity which can aniiot a 
declining ompivo was aocumulalod on liis 
reign by tho jiisUco of heaven and the vices 
of his predecessors. 


TROUBLES OE AT^RXIUS 

Ill Iho East, tlio victorioii.s Turks had 
spread from Persia to tho lEoIlosponfc tho 
reign of tho Kovem and the cresconfc; tho 
West was invaded by tho adventurous valour 
of tho Normans j and, in tho inoinonts of 
peace, tho Dnnubo pourod fortli now swarms, 
wlio liad gained in ilio Kciciice of war what A hyzantini: Surmii^a 

they had lost in tlio forooiousnoss of niaimGr.s. 

Tho sea was not loss hostilo than llio land j and whilo the Irontiers were 
assaulted by an opon onemy, tho palaco was distrnclecl witli secret trenson 
and conspiracy.^t 

One of the earliest acts of tho roigii of Aloxius was to coiiolude a treaty 
of poiiee witli tho Soljuic emir Suleiman, who acted in Asia Minor as if lie 
wore completoly indopouchmt of tlio grand aulhm Malokslinh. Tlio treach¬ 
ery of Nicephoru.s Moliasenos hod pliiced Sulciimin in poSBCsaion of Nierou, and 
his troops occupiod several posts on tlio shores of tho Bosporus and tlie Sea 
of Marmora; while Alexius, who roquired tho whole forces of the empire to 
resist tho invasion of Ilobort Guiscard, was coinpollcd to purclmsa peace at 
any price. Under such ciroiiiimtiinccs, it was only to bo expected that the 
immediato iioighbourliood of Coiiatautinople could bo kept free from the 
Turk.s, and ncGordingly the boundaries of tlio Roman Empire in Asia Minoi’ 
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wei’e bv tins iroaly i'ednoci(l io very narrow limits. Tlio country iinincili- 
aiely opposite the capital, as lar as ilio mouUi of tho river Siingarius and 
the head of the GuU of Nicometlia, -was ovaciiiitod by the Turks, as well as 
the coasts of the Sea of Marmorii, from tlio liUlo slrcam oallod Draco, which 
falls into the Gulf of Nicomedia, westward to the city of Prusias. Already 
the mountains of the Turkish territory Avoro visible from tho palace of Alex- 
ins and the dome of St. Sophia; but ilio Criisftflcfl Avero destined to repel 
the Molnunincdan invasion from tho shores of Europe for sovcral centuries. 


Tins NOUftfAtr invasion 

The .spirit of enterprise and conqnosl which, Avlion placed under tho guid¬ 
ance of religious enthusiasm, carried tho bravest Avarriors of western Europe 
as crusaders to the East, had, in tlio preceding goneration, niuhu- the direc¬ 
tion of civil Avisdoni, produced tho conque.st of England and soiitliern Italy 
by the Nornnins. Tliese conquests Inul rained Uioir mililiivy reputation and 
self-Gon^dence to tlio higliest Ibibert Ciuiscarcl, avIio aviis lord of 

dominions in Italy far superior in Aveallh io Ilio ducliy of Normandy, hoped 
to eclipse tho exploits of Duke 'Williaiu in England by conquering the 
Byzantine Empire. Bub as lie knoAV that bo nuist oxpoot a more prolonged 
resistance than England luul oitcred to its conqueror, ho sought n prolexi 
for commenoing tho Avnv which would conceal his OAvn object, and have a 
tendency io induce a iiarly iu ilio country to take up arms against tho 

f overimienb ho Avaa anxious to ovcrbliiw. His daughter Iloltma laid boon 
etrotlied to Conatantino Diu^as, tlio sou of Michael VII, and was still ho 
young that sho avus residing in tho imjierial iialaco at ConHtaniiiioplo, io 
receive lior education, when Micliaol Ava.s dethroned. Nioopliorus III aoiit 
the child to a convent, and Hohort lior father stood forward as tho clianipiou 
of Michael’s right io recover tho tlirono from which lio bad boon oxpollcd. 
Under the cover of this jircLoxfc, tho Norimui expected to render himself 
master of Constaniinoplo, or at all evonts to gain possoHsion of tho rich prov¬ 
inces oil the oastorn shore of the Adriatic. 

The preparations of Robert Gniseard avcu'c far advancnnl Avhon Alexius 
ascended the throne. To inflame the zeal of hia troops, ho iicvsuadod Pojio 
Gregory VII that a Greek monk, who bad iiHsumud the (iliaractov of Miehael 
VII, Avas really the detliroiied omiicror, and thus iiiduood tho pope to approve 
of his expedition, and to grant absolution to all tlio invailoi's of tho Byzan¬ 
tine Enipiro, as if they had boon about to coniinoiKui a holy Avav. Tlio sol- 
diei'b Avere imiireascd Avifch a dco}) conviction of tlio jiistioo of their ciuiso 
and were inflamed Avith Jio])e.y of idiiiidor and glory. 

In the month of June, 1081, lioljert Guiscard Hailed from Brindisi Avith a 
AVGll-apjmintcd fleet of a hundred and fifty nhqis, carrying an army of thirty 
thousand chosen troops. His first operation ayuh to rondor himself master of 
tho rich i,gland of Coroyra (Corfu), which thou yielded an aiimuil rovenuo 
of fifteen hundred 2 )ouiicls’ weight of gold to tlio Byzaiitiiio govonniiont. He 
then seized tho jiorLs of Butriuto, Avloiia, uud Kaiiiiio, on tho luiiinlaiid, and 
laid siege to the important city of Dyrrluicluum, tho strongoal fortros.s on 
the eastern coa.gt of the Adriatic, and tho cajntal of Byzantine Illyria. It 
tho enqiiro that Gcorgo Paboologus, ono of its bravest 
olncers, had entered the place before Robert conimouccd the siego. 

Tlio intorests of Venice bound tlioiii to tho caiiso of tlio Byzantine gov¬ 
ernment at this time. They Avero alarmed lest their lucrativo trade Avilli 
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Gi-eoce tiiul Iho Lovaub aliouW be pluced nfc the mercy of tlio raxjaciouw 
NorJinuis, ill case Robert Giiiscftrd should succeed in gainiug iioasessiou 
of tb© Biiirvvnce to tUc Adriatic. They plunged, therefore, into the ^VHl• 
without licsitation or reoerve. 

The doge Dominic Sylyio sailed from Veiiico with a powerful fleet to 
attack tliG Normans before tlie einperor Alexius could collect liia army and 
march to the relief of Dyrrliachium. The Norman fleet, which was com- 
inaiidocl by Bohemuiid, tiie ilhistrioiis son of Robert Guiscard, suffered a 
complete defeat, and the commimicalionH of ilio invading army with Italy 
were cub off. This difficulty only excited Robert to press the siege with 
additional vigour. He emxdoyod every device then known for the attack of 
towns. The military procicedinga of Alexius, ^vhen he reached the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Dyrrhachiuin, were very iujudicioue. The battle which took 
place waa as disgi'aceful to the Byzanlinc nrms a.s to the emj)eror*6 judgment. 

In the month of Robruary, 1082, a Venetian, who guarded one of the 
towers, betrayed tlio city to Robert, who had previously put his army into 
winter quarters ab Glabinilza and Joaiiina, in order to escape the severe 
cold of the winter farther north. Alcxiim collected the remains of tho 
Byzaiitiuo army ai. DeayoliH, aiuV repaired himself to Thcssalonioa, whero 
ho passed the winter collecting a second army, whioh lie was enabled to do, 
iva ho had roplcuisUod Ids uiiLitiuy chest from the church plate*o£ the richest 
oathedrala and monastcrioa in lu.s dominions. The affairs of Italy, before 
tlio oponing of the aeooiid canii)aign, fortunately compelled Robert Guiscard 
to quit Illyria, and loavo his son llohcinund in command of the Norman 
army. 

Ill tho Hpring of 1085, Alexius luul collected an army so powerful tluiL 
ho again marched forward to attack tlio Normans. In order to break the 
tovriblo charge of their cavalry, which no By'/antino horse could resist, the 
omporor placed a miiiibor of chariots before his own troops, armed with 
barbed poles extending in front liko n lino of Innccs, and in theso chariots ho 
stationed a strong body of heavy-armed infantry. 13(jhemuncl, however, 
oil reconnoitring this strange unwieldy lueasuro of clefonue, broke up his 
line of cavalry into two cohuuns, and loiiving Clio oentro of tlie Byaiintino 
army with tho chariots nnassailod, foil with fury on tho extremity of the 
two wings. Tho xosistanoo was shurt, and tho emperor Alexius again fled. 

Alexius, having proeiirod a subsidiary force of seven tlioiisaiid light 
cavalry from Suleiman and. the sultan of Nicica, again took the flold in tlio 
spring of 1084. Ho formed his army into two divisions, ami advanced to 
engage tho Norjuans before Lari.ssa. His preparation for a battle was on 
this occasion made wiili considorablo skill. Boheumnd, seeing that ho was 
in danger of being cut off from Jiis resources, retreated to Kustoria. As 
soon as the Norman army was cut off from plunder, and wlthoul any hope 
of making further conquests, it began to display a mutiiions spirit; and 
liohcuiund was compelled to vetuni to Itavly, to obUivu supplies of money 
and fresh troops. Brienno, tlio constiible of Apulia, who coinmaiuled in 
Ilia absence, found himaelf compelled to enri'ciider Kustoria to the eiuporor 
Alexius, and to engage not to boar arins agtiiii against tho Byzantine ISmpire. 

While Bohomund was carrying on tho war against the emperor of the 
East, Robert Guisoarcl hud driven the emporor of tho West out of Rome; 
and after vanquishing llonry IV, ho had plundered the Eternal City like 
another Geiiyerio. He way now ready to resume his schemes of ambition in 
tlie East. Colloobing a powerful fleet to carry over his victorious army into 
Epirus, he raised the siege of Corfu (Coroyiu), which was invested by the 
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uoiiibiiietl luivjil forces of the ISyxiiuLino Empire uutl Llio VuiicliiLii Uepuljlic. 
The iiuitecl fleets were complotely defoated in ii great iiaviil hatUo, in which, 
aocordiiig' to Anna Comnena,»they loafc thirteen tlionwaiul iiioii. But in the 
month of July, 1085, Roberb died in the ishmd of Ce])IuiUe]iiii, and with 
him perished all tlio Norman x>rojccls of coiuiue.si in the ByKiintiue Empire. 
Ryrrliachhini was rccoverod by Alexius with fcho assistance of the Venetian 
and Amalpliitan mercliants established in the phice, and the aorvicos of the 
Venetians in this war wore rewarded by many oonunercinl privileges which 
were conferred on them by a golden bulh« 

The Norman IVar was scarcely iiiiishod when tlio Patzinnics invaflctl Iho 
empire (1086). This war lasted five 3 feavs, until, in fact, Alexius concluded 
a treaty witli the Komans, allies of the Pat'/iuulcs, and then dealt iho latter 
a crushing bloAV at Levounion in 1091. Minor wars with Servia and Dal¬ 
matia do not deserve mention, but the i)rogro.ss of iho Scljulc Turks con¬ 
tinued to hasten tlio decline of the empire. They dared everything, and in 
1092 TV.achas, emir of Smyrna, assumed the title of emperor. He was put 
down, but retfiincd suflicient strength to besiege Abydos in 1003. But 
Alexius acoompliahed his murder tlio siimo year, Tlio rchitions of Alexius 
and the First Crusade will bo full.y treated in the account of the Holy Wars. 
The ancient enniiby of Alexius and Bohemundwns rekindled when the latlov 
entered into his principality of Antioch. 'J'howur lasted from 1103 to 1108, 
or until Hoheiuund’a death. The lust years of Alexins’ reign wore occupied 
with hostilities with the crasadoiu amt ugiiin with the Soljuk Turks. The 
latter sustained a succession of heavy losses, and in 1116 wore glad to nnvko 
peace. This was Lire end of Alexius’ military caroor.« 

In the tempest of the Orusuclos Alexius stoorod the imperial vessel with 
dexbei’ifcy and courage. At tl)o bond of his iirinie.y, ho was l)old in aotioii, 
skilful in stratagem, patient of fatigue, ready to improve his advantages, 
and rising from his defeats with iuoxliaustiblo vigour. 

In his inlci'coui'so with the liUtins, Alexius was patient and artful} his 
discerning eye pervaded the now system of an unknown world j uiul wo shall 
hereafter describe the superior policy with wbicli bo bulaiuicd the interosis 
and passions of the oliainpions of the I'^irst Onisndo. hi a long roigu of 
tliirty-seven years, he subdued and pardoned the envy of liis oipuilH ; the 
laws of pirblio and jnivato order wore restored 5 tlio arts of wualtli and 
soiQiiCB were cultivated ; the limits of tho empiro were ciilarge<l in Europe 
and Asia ; and the Comnoniau aceptro was traiwinitted to liis chihlrou of the 
third and fourth generation. 

Anna ig a faithful witness that Iiis ha|)])inesH was destroyed, and liis 
health ivas broken, by the cares of a i>ublic life j tlm ))aLicncu of (ionstanti- 
nople was fatigued by the length and .severity of his reign ; [ijid before 
Alexius expired, ho had lost the love and rovorcnce ol' his Hul)jo( 5 ts. T'lie 
clergy could not forgive his application of the aaerod riches to tho dnfoiioo of 
the state; but they apphinded Jjia tlieological loiiriiijjg mid ardent ^cid For 
the orthodox faitli, whieli he nefoiided with liis tongue, his pen, and liis 
sword, llis character was degraded by the Buperstition of the (ti'ccIch ; and 
the same mcoiisisleiit principle of Iminnii luUnro onjciined tho cinporor to 
found a hospital for the poor and infirm, and to direct the execution of a 
heretic, wlio was burned alive in tho square of St, Sophia. 

In liiy Inst hours, when he was pressed by hia wife IroiK! to alter tho suc¬ 
cession, lie raised his head, and breathed a pious ejaculation on tho vanity of 
this world. The indignant reply of tho empress may bo iiiBcrihGcl as an 
epitaph on liia tomb — " You die, ixs yuu have lived —u liypounte!” (11J8), 
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JOANNEa (II) COMNENUa (OALO-JOANNES) (1118-1143 A.D.) 

It was tho wisli of Irene to aiipplant the eklesC of her surviving sons, in 
favour of lior daughter, tho princoBa jVuiia, whose philosopliy would not have 
refused- the weight of a cliadom. But the order of nialo succession was as- 
sorfcod by the frienclg of their country ; fcho lawful heir drew the royal signet 
from the finger of hia insensible or unconscious father, and the empire obeyed 
ilio master of tho palace. Ann.a Comnena was siimulatcd by ambition and 
rovenge to conspire against the life of her brother ; and when the design was 
prevented by the fears or scruples of her husband, she passionately exclaimed, 
that nature had mistaken tho two sexes, aiml had endowed Bryonuius with 
the soul of a woman. 

The two Boins of Alexius, Joannes and Tanac, mainbaiiied the fraternal con¬ 
cord, the hereditary virtue of Uicir race; and the younger brotlier was content 
with the title of Sebastocrator, which approached tho dignity, witliout shar¬ 
ing tho power, of the cmiioror. In the same person, the claims of prinio- 
geiiiture and merit woro fortunately iinitod; his swarthy complexion, linrsh 
features, and diminutivo staturo, had suggested the ironical surname of 
Calo-Joannea, or John the linndsome, which his grateful subjects more seri¬ 
ously applied to tho beauties of liis mind. 

After tho cUscovory of Jior troiison, tho life and fortune of Anna were 
justly forfeited to tho laws. Her life wns spared by the clemency of the em¬ 
peror 5 but lio visited tho pomp and trousurcs of her palace, and bestowed 
tho rich confisontloii on tho most deserving of his friends. That respectable 
friend, Axuch, a slave of Turkish extraction, presumed to decline the 
and to iutorcode for tho oriininal; his generous master applauded and imi¬ 
tated tho virtuQ pf his favourito, and tho reproach or complaint of an injured 
brother waa tho only ciiasbisomcnt of tho guilty princoss. After this exam¬ 
ple of clomonoy, tho tomaindcr of his reign was never disturbed by conspir- 
aoy or robcllioii j feared by his iioblos, beloved by his people, Joannes was 
never reduced to tho painful necessity of punishing, or even of pardoning, his 
personal enemies. 

During hi.s government o£ Iwonty-fivo years, the penalty of death was 
abolished in tlie Homan Itinpiro, n law oC mercy most delightful to the hii- 
inano theorist, but of wiiich tlic practice, in a largo and vicious community, 
is seldom consistent with tho public safety. Sovero Lo liimseli, indiilgGiit to 
oUiGi'M, chaste, frugal, ab.stemiou8, tho philosophic Marcus would not havo 
disdained tJio artlcSH virtues of his .successor, derived from Ms heart, and not 
borrowed from tiio schools. Ho despised and inodorated the stately magnifi¬ 
cence of tho ByzantiiiG court, so oppressive to the people, so contemptible 
to tho oyo of reason. Under such a prince, iiuiooenco had nothing to fear, 
and merit; had evGi'yihing to lioj)© ; and without nssuming tho tyramhc offico 
of a censor, ho introduced a gradual though viaible reformation in the public 
and private maiiiiers of Gonstantiuoplo. J'ho only defect of this accom¬ 
plished oluiraoier was tho frailty of noblo nihids — tho lovo of arni.s and mili¬ 
tary glory. Yet tho frequent expcclition.s of John the Iliuidsomo may be 
justified, at least in their principle, by the necessity of repelling the Turks 
from the Hullespout and the Boaporua. Tho aultaii of the Iconiuin was con¬ 
fined to his caiiital, tho harbai-iana were driven to the mountains, and the 
■maritlniG provincoH of Asm oiijoycd the trangienfc blessings of their deliver¬ 
ance. From Constantinople to Antioch and Aleppo, he repeatedly inarclied 
at tbo bead of a victorious army, and in tho sieges and battles of this holy 
war Ills LatiJi allies were astonished by the auperioi* spirit and prowess of a 
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Greek. As ho began to inclulgo the ambitioiiH lioiio of resioriug tlio iinoionL 
limits of the empire, as lie revolved in Ins miiul, llio Euplirtiles aud iho 
Tigris, the doiniiiioa of Syria, and the couquoat of Joriisalcm, tlio thread of 
liis^ life nncl of the public felicity wna broken by a singular aocidouL Ho 
hunted the wild boar in the valley of Aimzarbua, and had lixod his javelin 
in the body of the furious animal; but, in iho struggle, a poisoned arrow 
dropped from his quiver, and a slight wound in his hand, which prodiioed a 
mortification, was fatal to the best and greatest o£ Uio Comiioiiiaii princes. 


MANUEL I (1M8-1180 A.U.) 

A premature death had swept away the two eldest sons of John the 
Handaonisj of tlie two survivors, Isaac and Miiuiicl, his judgment or affoc- 
tion preferred the younger; and t)io choice of ilieir dying princo was rati¬ 
fied by the soldiers, avIio had applauded the vjiloiir of his ftivouriLo in the 
Turkish War. Tlio faithful Axuch hastoJiod to the capital, secured the 
person of Isaac in honourable coiifinonioui, and purchased with a gift of two 
hundred pounds of silver the loading occlcsiiisUcs of St. Sophia, who pos¬ 
sessed a decisive voice in tho coiisocralion of an einporor. WiLli Ins Yoioran 
and affectionate troops, Manuel soon visited Oonsluntinoplc ; his brother ac¬ 
quiesced ill tho title of Sobastocrator; his subjects lubnirod Iho lofty staiiiro 
and martial gracos of their now sovereign, and listened with credulity to the 
flattering promise, that ho blended iho wisdom of age with the activity and 
vigour of youth. By the oxperionco of his govorninont, tlioy wore tauglii, 
that he emulated the spirit, and shared tho iiilenls, of Ins father, whoso 80 (nal 
virtues were buried in tho grave. A reign of thirty-seven yofira is iillod by 
a perpetual though various warfare against tho 'I'urlcs, tho Gliriatians, and 
the hordes of tho wilderness beyond tho Danube. TIio arms of Manuel wore 
exercised on Mount Taurus, in the plains of Hungary, on iho coast of Italy 
and Egypt, and on the seas of Sicily and Greece; the influence of his nego¬ 
tiations extended from Jerusalem to Romo and Russia; and tlio Byzantine 
monarchy, for awhile, became an object of rospoot or terror to the powers of 
Asia and Europe. 

Educated in tho silk and i>urplo of tho East, Manuel possessed tlio iron 
temper of a soldier, which cannot easily bo paruUelod, except in tho lives 
of Richard I of England, and of Charlos XII of Sweden. Sucli was ins 
strength and exorcise in aimis, that Raymond, Hurnamed liio Iloroulcs of 
Antioch, was incapable of wielding iho lance and Inicklor of the Greek 
Ginperor. In a fainons touriiameiil, ho entered tlio lists on a fiery courser, 
and overturned in his first carcor two of tho stoutest oC tho Italian IciiiglitH. 
The first in tlie charge, the last in iho retreat, liis friendy and his ononucs 
alike trembled, tho former for his safety and the latter for their own. After 
posting an ambuscade in a wood, ho rode forwardu in search of some perilous 
adventure, acconipaiued only hy Jiis brother and tho faitiiful Axiieli, who 
refused to desert their sovereign. Eightoon liorsomen, arter a sliort combat, 
fled before them; but the numbers of tho ononiy increased; tho march of 
tiie roinforcGinent was tardy and fearful, and Manuel, without receiving a 
wound, cut his way tlirough a squadron of five huiidrod Turks. In a battlo 
against the Hungarians, impatient of the slowness of his troops, he snaiohod 
a standard from tlio head of tho column, and was the first, almost alone, who 
passed a bridge that separated him from tho onomy. In the aaiuo couutiy, 
after transporting his army beyond tlio Save, ho sent back the boats with an 
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order, niidor pain o£ dcjitli, to tlielr comiuaiuter, that he should leave lilni to 
conquer or die on Uiat hostile laud. In tho siege of Corfu, towing after 
him a captive galley, the emperor stood aloft on the poop, opposing against 
tho volleys of darts and atones a large buckler tiiul a flowing sailj nor could 
lie have escaped inevitable deatli, had not the Sicilian admiral enjoined his 
archers to respect the person of a boro. In one day, ho is said to have slain 
above forty of the barbarians with his own hand; he returned to the camp, 
dragging along four Turldsb prisoners, wliom he had tied to the rings of his 
saddle ; lie was ever tlie foremost to provoke or to accept a single combat; 
and the gigantic champions, who encountered liLs arm, were transpierced by 
the lance, or cut asunder by the sword, of tho invincible Manuel. The story 
of Ills exploits, which appear ns a model or copy of tho romances of chivalry, 
may induce a rensouablc suspicion of tlio voracity of the Greeks; yet we 
may observe, that, in tho long series of their annals, Manuel is the only 
prince who has been the subject of similar exaggeration. With the valour of 
a soldier, ho did not unite tho skill or prudence of a general; liia victories 
wore not productive of any permanent or useful conquest; and his Turkish 
laurels were blasted in his laat unfortunate campaign, in which ho lost his 
army in the mountains of Pisklia, and owed his dolivorance to the generosity 
of the sultan. 

But llio most Kingular feature in tho character of Manuel, is tlie contrast 
and vicissitude of labour and slotb, of hardiness and effeminacy. In war lie 
seemed ignorant of poaco; in peace be appeared incapable of war. In the 
liold lie Sept iu tho sun or in tlie .snow, tired in the longest marches tlie 
sli’oiigUi of his moil and horses, ami shared with a smile the abstinenoe or 
diet of the camp. No sooner did lie rolurii to Constantinople, than he re¬ 
signed himself to the arts and pleasures of a life of luxury ; tlie expense of 
Ills dress, his table, and his palace, stuqiassed tho inensiire of his predecessors, 
and whole auiiimer clay.s were idlv wasted in the delicious isles of tho Pro¬ 
pontis, in the inccsluoiis love of his niece Theodora. Tho double cost of a 
warlike and dissolute priuoo oxliauetod tho revenue, and nuiltipHod the taxes j 
and Manuel, in tho distress of liis last Turkish campaign, endured a bitter 
roproaoli from the iiiouUi of a desperate soldier. As ho quenched his thirst, 
he complained that the water of a fountain was minglod wth CJiristian blood. 

“ It is not the first time,” exclaimed a voice from the crowd, “ that you 
have drunk, 0 emperor! the blood of your CJiristian subjects.” 

Manuel Comnciius ^ms twice married; to tlio virtuous Bertha or Irene of 
Gormaiiy, and to tlio boiiutcoua Maria, a Frouoli or Latin princess of Antioch. 
The only'daughter of his first wifo was destined for Bela, a Hungarian prince, 
who was oduoatod at Constantinople, under the name of AlexiUBj and the 
coiisuinmatioii of their nuptials might liavo transferred tlio Homan sceptre 
to a raco of free and warlike barbarians, llul as soon as Maria of Antiocii 
liad givon a son and heir to the empiro, the prosunipiivo rights of Bela were 
abolished, and ho was deiwivcd of liia promised brido j but the Hungarian 
prince resuniod his name and the Idiigdom ol his iafchers, and displayed such 
virtues eis might oxcito tho regret and envy of the Greeks. The son of Mni’ia 
was named Alexius; and at the ago of ton years, ho ascended the Byzantine 
throne, after Ids failior’s dcoeaso had closed tlie glories of tlifl Comnenian 
lino. 

Tlio fraternal concord of tlio two sous of tho great Alexius had been soine- 
timos clouded by an opposition of iiilerost and passion. By ambition, Isaac 
tho Sebnstocrator was excited to flight and rebellion, from whence ho was 
roolalmod by the firmness and clomeiioy of Joliii the Htuidsoine. The errors 
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oi Isiitic, tlm fiitlier ol the emperors of Trobizoud, \voi'o k1ioi-L tiiul ymmil; but 
Joannes, the older of hia aona, renounced forever liia roligion. i rovoked by a 
real or imiic'ina>ry insult of liia nnolo, bo oscapecl Iloinaii to the 

Turkish camp; his apostaoy waa re\varded with the Sultan a diiugliter, iho 
title of Cliolebi, or noble, and the inlieritaiico of ti in’incely cstiilo; and in 
the lifteeuth century Muhainmed II boasted of his imporial doacoiit from the 
Comnenian family. 

2Vie Adoentures of Androniaus 

Andronicus, the younger brother of Joaiiiics, son of Isaac, aiul grandson of 
Alexius Coinnenus, is ono of the most conspicuoUH characLors of tlio jigo; and 
liis genuine adventures mig'hfc form the subject of a very singular romance. 
To justify the choice of three ladies of royal birib, it must be observed, that 
their fortunate lover was cast in the host propovtiona of slrei^gtli and beauty 5 
and that tlic want of the softer graces was supplied by a manly oouiitenaiioo, 
a lofty stature, atliletic muscles, and the air and doportmeiit (jf a soldier. 
The pres-ervation, in lus old ago, of licalUi and. vigour, wivh the rciward of 
temperance and exorcise. A piece of broad and a draught of water way 
often his sole and evening repast; and if ho tasted of a wild boav, nr a stag, 
■which ho had roasted with his own liuudH, it was tho woll-enrned fruit of a 
laborious chase. Doxtorous in arms, lio wa.y ignorant of fear; hi.s persuasive 
eloquence could bend to every siluatiou ami character of life; his style, 
though not his practice, waa fashioned by tho oxainplo of St, PiuU: anti, 
in every deed of miscluoC, ho had a heart to resolve, a lioad to oontvivo, and 
a hand to execute. 

Ill his youtli, after the death of the onijioror Joannes, ho followed the 
retreat o£ the Iloman army; but in the niarcU thiamgh Asia Minor, deHigii 
or accident templed him to wander in tho mountains ; tlio liiuiLuv was 
enoompassed by tho Turkish lumtsmon, and ho remained some time a 
reluctant or willing captive in tlio power of tlio Sultan. Ilia virtues and 
vices recommended him to tho favoiu* of his cousin; ho sharod tho porils 
and the iilcaaures of Manuel; and while tho emperor lived in jmblio iiicost 
with his niece Theodora, tho alicctiona of her siHlor ICiuloeia were Hodiioed 
and enjoyed by Aiidrouicus. Above the decencies of lier sox and rank, sho 
gloriect in tlio name of hi.s concubine; and both fclio palace and tho camp could 
witness that she slept or watched in the arms of her lover. )Slio aeeomjianied 
him to his military command of Cilicia, tho firnt Hcono of his valour and 
imprudence. IIo pressed, with active ardour, tho aiogo of Mopsuostia ; tlie 
day was employed in tlio boldest atiack.s, but tho niglit was wasted in song 
and dance, and a band of Greek comedians formed tlio choicest part of his 
retinue. 

Andronicus was surprised by tho sally of a vigilant foo; but while his 
ti'oop.s fled ill disorder, lus invincible huico tvanspioreod tlio thickest ranks 
of tho Armeuians. On his return to tho imperial camp in Macedonia, lie 
was received by i\ranuel with public .smiles and a private reproof; hut tlui 
ducliiea of Naissiis, ilranisoha, and Kastoria were tho reward or cou.solatiou 
of the unsiiccessful general. Endocia still altemloil his luniions ; at mid¬ 
night, tlieiv tent was suddenly allaoked b)'- her angry brothers, inqmtioni to 
expiate her infamy hi Ina blood; his daring spirit refused hor advice, and 
the disguise of a female habit; and, boldly slurting from his eouoli, lie drew 
his .sword, and cut hts way through the numerouH iissii.ssins. It wan hero 
that he first betrayed liis ingratitude and treachery; lie engaged in a 
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ti-esisouablo con’espoiKleiico -with the king of Ilmigaiy and the German em¬ 
peror, approaclied the royal tent at a auspicious hour with a drawn sword, and 
under the inaak of a Latin soldier, avowed an intention of revenge against 
a mortal foe j and imprudently praised the Hcetness of his horse as an instru¬ 
ment of fli^lit aud safety. The monarc]! dissembled his suspicions; but, after 
ilio close of tlie campaign, Andronicus was arrested, and strictly confined in 
a tower of the palace of Constantinople. 

Ill this prison ho was left above twelve years, a most painful restraint, 
from which tlio thirst of action and plciumro perpetually urged him to escape. 
Alone and pensive, lie perceived aomo broken bricks 
in a corner of the chamber, and gradually widened 
the passage, till he had explored a dark and for¬ 
gotten recess. Into this hole ho conveyed liimself 
and the romaiiLS o£ Ids provisions, 1 ‘eplacing the 
bricks in their former positions, and erasing ivith 
care the footsteps of his retreat. At tlio hour of 
tlio oustoimu'y visit, Ida guards wore amazed %Yith 
tlio silence and solitude of the prison, and reported, 
with shame and fear, his hicomprchcnsiblo llight. 

The gates of the paluoo and city woi*o instantly 
shut: the sti'iotost orders were despatched into the 
provinces for the rocovery of tlio fugitive; and Ids 
wife, on the .suspioioii of a pious act, was basely 
imprisoned in the same tower. At the dead of 
night she behold a spectre; .she recognised lier lius- 
baiid; they shared tlioir provisions; and a son wns 
the fruit of the stolon interviews; which alleviated 
tlie tcdioiisnesH of tlioir confiiionicnt. In the cus¬ 
tody of a woman, the vigilance of the keepers wns 
insensibly relaxed; and the captive liad accomplished 
his real escape, when ho was discovered, broiiglit 
back to Conshmlinoplc, .and ImuIciI with n donidc 
chain. 

At length he found tlio niomoiit and the means of 
Ills delivernnce. A boy, his domestic servant, in¬ 
toxicated the guurda, and obtained in wax the iin- 
prcHsiou of the keys. By tlio diligence of iiis friends, 
a similar key, with a bundle of ropes, was introduced a nyzANTisK Soi,DiiiB 
into tliQ prison, in the bottom of a liogslicad. An- 

droniciis omployed, with industry and courage, tho instrumenty of Ids safety, 
unlocked the clooi'.y, descondod from tlie tower, concealed liimself all day 
among tho bushes, and without difliculty scaled in the night the garden- 
wall of tho ptdaco. 

A bout was stationed for his reception ; he visited his own house, oni- 
braced Ins childroii, cjast away Ills eliain, mounted a fleet horse, and directed 
his rajiid course towards the banks of the Danube. At Aiichialus in Thrace 
an intrepid friend supplied him with liorses and money; he passed tho river, 
traversed with speed tho desert of Moldavia and tho Carpathian hills, and 
had aliiioat readied the town of Halicz, in Polish Russia, when he was inter¬ 
cepted by a party of 'Wallachinua, who resolved to convey their important 
captive to ConaLantinopIe. 

Hia presence of mind again extricated him from this danger. Under the 
pretence of sickness, ho dismounted in the night, and was allowed to step 
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aside fi’oiii ilie Hoop; lie planlod in tlio ground Jiis long stuff; cloLlied it 
Avitli Ilia cap and upper garment; and, stealing into the wood, left a phan¬ 
tom to amuse, for some time, the eyes of the WalUiohiaiis. Prom Ilalicz lie 
was houourahly conducted to Kicff, the rosidonco of the great duke; the 
subtle Greek soon obtained tho OBteeiu and coididonco of Yaroslaff; his 
character could assume tlie manners of every cliinato; and tlio barbarians 
applauded his strength and courage in tho cliase of tlio oiks and boars of tho 
forest. In this nortliern region he desorved the forgiveness of Monuol, who 
solicited the Russian prince to join his arms in tho invasion of Ilungary. 
Tlic inliueiicG of Andronicus achieved this hnporUiut service; liis private 
treaty was signed witli a promise of fidolity on one side, and of oblivion on 
tho other; and ho marched, at the head of tho Russian cavalry, from tho 
Eorysbhenca to the Danube. In his rcsontnient, Manuol had over aym- 
pathiacd witli the martial and dissoluto cliaractor of liis cousin j and his 
free pardon was sealed in the aasaulfc of Zemlin, in which he was second, and 
second only, to the valour of tlio cmxjcror. 

He was removed from tlio royal jiroBonco by nn honourablo banishment, 
a second command of tile Cilician frontier, with Llio absolute disposal of tho 
revenues of Cyprus. In this station, tlio vlrmonianH again oxoroisod his 
courage, and oxpioaod his negligoneo ; and tho sanio robul, who bafilod all 
his operations, was unhorsed and almost slain by tho vigour of liis lanoo. 
But Andronicus soon discovered a more easy and pleasing conquest, the 
beautiful Philippa, sister of the ompros.s Maria, and dauglitor of Raymond of 
Poitou, the Latin prince of Antioch. For her sako lio dcHorlod his station, 
and wasted the aummor in balls and touriiamonts; to liis lovo slio sacrificed 
her innocence, her reputation, and llio offer of an advantageous marriage. 
But tho reacntineut of Manuel for this domestic affront iuterruptod Ilia 
pleasures. Tlio emperor still thirsted for revenge; and hi.s subjects and 
allies of the Syrian Lj'oiitiev wero repeatedly proHsed to seize tlio porson, and 
put out the eyes, of the fugitive. In Pnlostino lie was no longer safe j but 
the tender Tlieodora revealed iiw danger and ucconipaniod his lliglit. After 
a long circuit round tho Casx>ian boa and Uio inouutuiiiH of (leorgiu, ho finally 
aottled among tho Ttirk.s of Asia Minor, tho horeditavy oiuunies of his coun¬ 
try. Tho sultan of Colonia afforded a hosi»itablo retreat to Aiulronions, his 
luistfoss, and his baud of outlaws; the debt of gratitude was x>aid by fre¬ 
quent inroads in the Homan jirovinco of Trobizond, and he bcldoiu roturnod 
without an ample liarvest of spoil and of Christian captives. 

Plis vigilance had eluded or ruxiollod tho open and secret porsooiiLioii of 
the emperor; hut lie was at length ensnared by the captivity of his female 
copipanion. Tho governor of Trobizond succeeded in his aLLompt to sur- 
jirise tho porson of Theodora ; the queen of .Torusiilom and her two (diiUlroii 
were sent to Gonstantinox>le, and their loss ouibittered tlio tedious solitude 
of banishment. The fugitive inqdored and obtained a final pardon, witli 
leave to throw himself at the feet of Ins .sovoroign, who was satisfied with 
the submission of this liaiighty spirit. Prostrate on tlio ground, lie deplored 
with tears and groans the guilt of liia jiust rebellion ; nor would he xu'OHunia 
to arise unless sonio faithful subject would drag liim to tlio loot of tho Ihrono. 

This extraordinary penance excited tho wondor and pity of the nsHonibly ; 
Ilia sins wero forgivon by tho church and state ; hut tho jiut suspicion of 
Manuol fixed hia residence nt a distance from the court, ut O'lnoo, a town 
of Pontus, surronuded with ricli vinoyavd.a, and situate on tlio oonsb of the 
Euxino. The death of IManuel, and tho diaordors oi tiie ininorily, .soon 
opened the fairest field to his ambition. 
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The emperor was n boy of twelve or fourteen years of age, without vigour, 
or wisdom, or exporienoe; his motlior, the empress Mary, abandoned her 
person and government to a favouriLe of the Comnenian name; and his 
sister, another hlary, whoso husband, an Italian, was decorated with tlie title 
of Ccosar, excited a conspiracy, and at length an insurrection, against her 
odious stepmother. The provinces wore XorgoUeii, the capital was in flames, 
and a century of poacQ and order was overthrown in tho vice and weakness 
of a fow months. A civil war was kindled in Constantinople; tho two fac¬ 
tions fought a bloody battle in tho sq^uare of Uio i)alace, and the rebels sus- 
iainod a rogular siege in the cathedral of St. Sophia. The patriarch laboured 
with lioiieat zeal to heal tho wounds of llio republic, the most respectable 
patriots called aloud for n guardian and avenger, and overy tongue repeated 
the praise of tho talents and even the virtue.? of Andronicus. In his march 
from CEnoe to Constantinople, his slender train insensibly swelled to a crowd 
and an arniv i liis professions of religion and loyally were mistaken for the 
language of his heart j and tho simplicity of a foreign dress, which showed 
to advantage his niajcstio stature, displayed a lively image of liis poverty unci 
exile. All opposition sank before him ; he reached the straits of the Thra¬ 
cian Bosporus} tlio Byzantine navy sailed from tho harbour to receive mid 
transport the saviour of tho empire; tho torrent was loud and irresistible, 
and tho insects who had basked in tho sunshine of royal favour disappeared 
at tho blast of tho storm. It was tho first care of Andronicus to occupy tho 
palaoo, to salute the oinporor, to coiifme his mother, to punish her minister, 
and to roatoro tho public order and tranquillity. Ho then visited the sepul- 
ohi’o of Manuel; tho spectators wore ordered to stand aloof, but, as he bowed 
in tho attitudo of prayer, they heard a murmur of triumph and revenge. 

“ I no longer toar thecs my old enemy, wlio hast driven mo a vagabond 
to eveiy climate of tho earth. Thou art safely deposited under a sevenfold 
dome, U'om wlionco thou canst never arise till tlio signal of the last trumpet. 
It is now my turn, and speedily will I trample on thy aslies and thy pos¬ 
terity.” From his subsequent tyranny wo may impute such feolinga to tho 
man niid tho moment. But it is not extremely probablo that ho gave an 
articulate sound to liis secret Ihonghls. In tho first months of his admin¬ 
istration, hi.s designs were veiled by a fair soinbhinco of hypocrisy, which 
could delude only tho oyoa of tlio multitude ; the coronation of Alexius was 
performed witli duo solemnity, and his porftdioug guardian, liolding in his 
hands the body and blood of Christ, most fervently declared, that lie lived, 
and was ready to die, for the .sorvioo of hia beloved pupil. After blacken¬ 
ing lior reputation, and inflaming figainst hor the jDasBions of the multitude, 
tlio tyrant ncousod and tried tho emproas lor a troaBonable correspondeiico 
with tho king of Hungary. Ilis own son, a youth of honour and liiimanibj', 
avowed his abliorrcnco of this flagitious act, and lliroo of tlie judges had the 
merit of preferring their conscience to their safety; but the obsequious 
tribunal, without requiring any proof, or hearing any defence, oondemned the 
widow of Manuel, and lier unfortunato sou subscribed the sentence of her 
death. Maria was strangled, her coiqiso was buried in the sea, and her mem¬ 
ory was wounded by tho insult most ofConsive to female vanity, n false and 
ugly roproaentatlon of her boaulcous form. Tho fate of her son was not 
long deferred : lie was strangled with a bowstring, and the tyrant, insensible 
to pity or remorse, after surveying tlio body of the innocent youth, struck it 
rudely with hi.? foot. 
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The Roman Koopire, the rowiii'tl of liis crimoss 'was hold by Andronicus 
about tlireo yoai’S and a half, as guardian, thou sovereign of tho empire. 
His government exhibited a singular contrast of vice and virtue. When ho 
listened to his passions lie was the scourge, when ho consulfcod his reason, 
tlie father, of his people. In tlio exercise of private jiistieo, ho was cci^uitablo 
and rigorous; a shameful and pernicious venality was abolished, and the 
offices were filled with the inosb deserving candkhitcs by a prince wlio had 
seii.se to choose, and .seventy to punisli. lie prohibited tho inlunnaii prac¬ 
tice of pillaging the good.s and persons of aliipwrockod niarineivs ; the prov- 
ince.s, so long the objects of opiiression or neglcot, rovivod in prosperity and 
plenty j and millions applauded the distant blessiiig.s of his reign, wiulo lie 
was cursed by the witnesses of Jus daily erueUics. ^ Tho iinciont proverb, 
that blood-thir.sLy is tlie man who rotiiriis from banishinont to iiower, had 
been applied with too much truth to Marius and Tiberius; and was now 
verified for the tliird time in the life of Audroiiicua. Ili.s nunnory was 
stored ivitli a black Hat of the enemies and rivals wlio lind traduced lus 
merit, opposed his gvoalnoss, or insulted lii.s inisforbunos ; and tlie only 
comfort of his exilo was tho sacred liopo and promise of rovengo, Tiio 
necessary oxtinotion of tlio young ompevor and hi.s moUioi* imposed ilio fatal 
obligation of oxUrpjitiu^r tho fnciids, who luvtod, and miglit punish, tlie as¬ 
sassin i and tho ropetition o£ miivdor rondored iiini Jess willing, und loss 
able, to forgive. 

Tlio noBleat of the Greeks, luoro especially tho.so ivlio, by de.scoiii or 
alliance, might dispute tho Comuonian inheritance, eaouped from tlio mon- 
Rter’s den j Nicroa or Triisa, Sicily or Cyprus, wore tlieir planes of refuge \ 
and as their flight was already criminal, they uggraviviud thuir offenoo 
by an open revolt, and tho iiuporial title. Yot Amlronious resisted tlie 
daggers and swords of his most (orruidablc cuomios; Niecoa and Rrusa 
were reduced and chastised; tUo Sicilians were coutoiU wiLli the sack of 
Thessalonica; and the distance of Cyprus was not more propitious to tlie 
rebel than to tho tyrant. His throne was Mul)V(n*Led by a ]’ival without 
nioriL, and a people without unns. Isaac Augelus, a doseoiuhmt in the 
female lino from the great Alexius, was marked as a I’ielim, by tho pru¬ 
dence or superstition of tho oinperor. In iv moment of dospair, Angelus 
defended his life and liberty, slow tho oxocubioner, and fled to tlio cliurcjh 
of St. Sophia. Tlie sanctuary wji.s insensibly filled ivitli a uurioua ami 
mournful crowd, wlio, in lus fate, progiiosUcatod tlieir own. Hut tlioir 
lainentatious were soon turned to ourse.s, and tUoir curses to Ihroals : tlioy 
dared to ask, “ AVhy do wo fenr ? wliy do wo oiioy ? wo are many, and ho 
is one; oiir piitienoo is the only bond of our slavery." \Yitli tho dawn of 
day the eity burst into a general sedition, the prisons wore thrown opon, 
the coldest and most servile wore roused to tlio dcfonce of tlioir ooiintry, 
and Isaac, the second of the name, was raised from the .siiiiotuary to the 
throne. 

Unconscious of lus danger, tho tyrant was absent, withdrawn from tho 
toils of state, in the delicioiia Islands of the rropoiilis. Wlion fear had 
ceased, obedience was no more ; the imperial galloy was piU'Hiiod and takon 
by an ariiiod brigantine, and ill© tyrant was dragged to tho prosoiico of 
Isaac Angelus, loaded with fetters, and a long ohaiii round his iicek, Ili.s 
eloquence, and tlio Lears of liia fomalo oompanionS) pleaded in vain for hi.s 
lire ; but, instead of the decencies of a legal cxceutioii, tho now moiiareh 
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abandoned Uio ciimiiial to tlio umncroua aiilteueTs whom he had deprived 
of n father, a luisbaiid, or a friend. Plis teoth and hair, an eye and hand, 
wore torn from him, aa a poor eomponsatioii for their loss; and a short 
respite was allowed, that ho might foci Iho bitterness of death. Astrido on 
a camel, without any danger of a rescue, he was carried tlirough the city, 
and the basest of the populace rejoiced to trample on the fallen majesty of 
tlieir prince. After a thousand blows and outrages, Androniciis was hung 
by the feet between two pillars that supported the statues of a wolf and a 
sow j and evciy Inuid that could reach the public enemy inflicted on his 
body some mark of ingenious or brutal cruelty, till two friendly Italians, 
plunging tlieir sworda into lus body, released hiju from all human punish¬ 
ment. In tliia long and painful agony, “ Lord, have mercy upon me 1 ” and 
“Why will you bruise a broken reed?” were the only words that escEiped 
from hia mouth. Our hatred for the tyrant is lost in ihty for the man; nor 
can we blame hU pnsilUuiimous resignation, since a Greek Chi'i.stian was no 
longer iua.stor of his life. 

The branches that sprang from tbo Conmciiian trunk had insensibly 
withered} and the mule lino was continued only in the posterity of Androni- 
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cue himself, who, in tho public confuBion, usurped the sovoreignty of Trobi* 
zond, 80 obscure in history, and so famous in romance. A private citizen 
of Pliiladeljjhhi, Constantino Angolus, had omorgod to wealth and honours 
by his marriage witli a danghtor of tlio omporor Alexius. His son Andro- 
nicus is conspicuous only by his cowardice. His grandsou Isaac punished 
and snoceedyd the tyrant; but ho was doUironed by hia own vices and the 
ambition of his brother, and their discord introduced the Latins to the con- 
que.st of Constantinoplo, tlio lirst great period in tlie fall of the Eastern 
Empire. 


cnnnoi^’a ukvikw of tiim BMimuoiia 

H wo compulo tho number and diiralion of the reigns, it will bo found 
that a period of six hundred years is filled by sixty emperors, including in tho 
Augustan list soino fomalo sovereigns; and deduoliug some usurpers who 
were never ackiiowlodgod in tlio capital, and some princes who did not live 
to possess tlioir inlioritance. Tho average proportion wdll allow ton years 
for each emperor, far below tlio ehronologioal rule of Sir Isaac Newton, 
who, from tlio oxporieiioo of more recent and regular monarchies, defined 
about oigliteon or twenty years as the toriu of an ordinary reign. The 
Byzantine Empiro was most traiicpil and prosperous wlien it could acquiesce 
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in Jioreditaiy Biiccoasioii; five dynasties, Uio Ileraoliuii, Isauviaii, Amorian, 
Basilian, and Comnenian families, enjoyed and transmittecl llie royal patri¬ 
mony during their respective scries of five, four, three, six, and four gonora- 
tions j several princes number Uio years of Llieir reign with those of tlioir 
inffluoyj aud Constantino VIl and Iiis two grandsons occupy Uio space of 
an entire century. But in the intervals of the Byzantine dynasties, the suc- 
GQSsiou ia rapid and brolcon, and the name of a successful candidate is speedily 
erased hy a more fortunate oompelitor. 

Many were the paths that led to the summit of royalty; tho fabric of 
rebellion was overthrown by tho atroko of conspiracy, or uiulorniincd by tlio 
silent arts of intrigue ; the favourites of the soldiers or people, of tlio soiuvto 
OY clergy, of the women and eunuchs, wero ttUornately olothed with the pur¬ 
ple ; the means of their elevation were base, and their end wa.s often ooii- 
temptible or tragic. A being of tho nutiivo of man, endowed witli tho same 
faculties, but with a longer mensuro of oxialoiico, would cast down a sniiU) 
of pity and contempt on tho crimes and follies of human ambition, so eager, 
in a narrow span, to grasp at a pvecaviouH and shovUliYcd enjoyment. 

It is thus tliat tho oxpcrionco of history exalts and cnlnvge.s tlm horizon 
of our intellooLual view. In a composition of some days, in a porusal of 
some lioiu’s, six Jiundred years have rolled away, and tlio duration of a life 
or I'oign ia coiitraotocl to a fleeting moment; tho grave is over bosido tho 
throne 5 the success of a criminal is almost instantly followed by tho loss 
of his prize} and our immortal reason survives and disdaiiiH ilio sixty plian- 
toms of Icings who have passed before our eyes, and faintly dwell in our 
remombrancc. 

TJio observation that in every ago and cliinalo, ambition han provailed 
with the aaino commanding energy, may abate tho surpriao of a philosopher j 
bub while he ooudcnuis tho vanity, ho may search tho niolivo, of ihia nnivor- 
aal desire to obtain and bold the sceptre of dominion. To the groatov part 
of the Byzantine aetios, wo cannot reasonably ascribe tho love of Tamo and of 
mankind. The virtue of Jotinnos (Joiniieims alone Avas bonofloont and pure ; 
the moat illustrious of tho princes, who precede or follow that rcHpcotablo 
name, liave trod with some dexterity and vigour tho croolced and bloody 
paths of ft selfish policy ; in scrutinising tho imperfect dmi'actors of Leo tho 
Isaurian, Basil I, and Alexiiia Comnonus, of Tlicophilus, tlio second Basil, and 
xVIannol Comnonus, onr esteem and censure are almost equally baliinood; and 
tlie remainder of tho imporial crowd could only desire and expect to bo for¬ 
gotten by posterity. 

Was poYsonal happiness the aim and object of thoir ambition ? I shall not 
descaiiton the vulgar topics of tho misery of kings ; but I may surely obsorvo, 
that tlioir condition, of all others, is the moat pregnant ivitli fear, and tho 
least susceptible of liopo. For the opposite passions, a larger scope ivaa al¬ 
lowed in the revolutions of antiquity, than iu tho smootli and solid toinpcr of 
the modern Avorld, which oannot on.siiiy repeat either Uio trhunph of Alexander 
or the fall of Darius. But tho peculiar infelicity of the Byzanliiio prinoo.s 
exposed them to doincstio perils, without afCoullug any lively promise 
of foreign conquest. From tho pimmol© of greatuoss, Andronious was pro* 
oipitatod by a death more cruel and Hliainoful than tliat of the vilosb male¬ 
factor; but the most glorious of his predeccasora liad much more to dread 
from their subjects than to hope from their enemies. Tho army was licon- 
tious without spirit, the nation turbulent without freedom ; the barbaiuvna 
of the East ami West pressed on the monarchy, and tho loss of tho prov¬ 
inces was terminated by the final servitude of tlio capital. 
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The entire series of Roman emperors, from the first of tlio Ctesars to the 
last of fcho Coustauiines, extends above fifteen himdrod years; and the term 
of dominion, unbroken by foreign conquest, surpasses the measure of the 
ancient inonarcliies 5 tbo Assyrians, or iledes, the successors of Cyrus, or 
those of Alexaiidor. 


ISAAO (II) ANGELUS (1186-1105 A.D.) 

Isaac slept on the throne, imd was awalcoiied. only by tlio Bound of pleas¬ 
ure ; bis vacant hours were amused by comedians and buffoons, and even to 
these buffoons the emperor was an object of contempt; his feasts and build¬ 
ings exceeded tlio examples of royal luxury; the number of his eunuchs and 
domestics amounted to twenty thousand; and a daily sum of four thousand 
pounds of silver would swell to four inillions sterling the annual expense of 
Ills housoliokl and table. I-Iis poverty was relioved by oppression; and the 
public discontent was inflamod by equal abuses in the collection and the 
application of the revenue. 'Wliilo tlio Greeks numbered tlio days of thoir 
servitiule, a fiatioi’ing prophet whom ho rewarded with the dignity of patri¬ 
arch, assured him of a long and victorious roign of tliirty-two years, during 
which ho should extend ius sway to Mount Lebanon, and his conquests be¬ 
yond the ICuphvatoH. But liia only stop towards Iho aocomplishment of the 
prediction wa.s a Hplendid and scandalous embassy to Saladin, to demand tlio 
restitution of the Holy Sopnichre, and to propose an offensive and defensive 
league with the enemy of the Christian name. In those unworthy Jiaiids, of 
Isflao and his brother, the roinaina of tlio Greok Empire crumbled into dust, 
The island of Cyprus, whoso namo excites the ideas of elegance and pleasure, 
was usurped by hus nainosako, a Comnonian prince; and by a strange con- 
catenation o£ ovonla, the sword of Iho English Hichard bestowed that king¬ 
dom on the house of Lusignan, a rich coinponaation for the loss of Jerusalem. 

The honour of tlio inonaroliy, and iho sntoty of the capital, were deeply 
wounded by tho rovolt of tho Bulgarians and Walhicliians. Several candi¬ 
dates for the purple successlvoly rose and fell under the empire of Isaac; 
general who had repelled iho ucots of Sicily was driven to revolt and ruin 
by tho iiigratitiulo of tho princo; and his luxurious roposo was disturbed by 
secret conspiracies and popular insurrootioiis. The emperor was saved by 
accident, or the merit of liis sorvants; ho was at length oppressed by an 
ambitious brother, who, for tlio hopo of a precarious diadora, forgot the obli¬ 
gations of nature, of loyalty, and of friondship. 'While Isaac in tho TJiracian 
valleys pursnod iho idle and solitary pleasures of the chase, Jiis brother, 
Alexius Aiigoliia, was invoslcd with tho juirple, by tlio unanimous suffrage 
of tlio camjj; tho capital and tho olorgy subscribed to their choice ; and the 
vanity of tho now eovoroign rejected tlie name of }h.s fnlhei's for the lofty 
and royal appellation of tho Comnonian race. On the despicable oharaoter 
of Isaac we havo exhaustocl tho laiigungo of eoutompt; and can only odd, 
that in a reign of eight years, the bnsor Alexius was supported by the inas- 
culino vices of his wife ICuphrosyno. 


INTIcnVENTIOH OP THE CROSADER.S 

The first intelligenco of his full was convoyed to the lato emperor hy the 
liostilo aspect and pursuit of tlio guards, no longer his own; ho fled before 
thorn above fiftymilos, as far as Stagira in Macedonia; bub tho fugitive, 

if. -\V. —VOL. VII. T 
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wiblioui an object or tv follower, was arrestod, lirouglit kick to Ooustautiuu- 
ple clepi’ivod oE bis eyes, and coulined in a lonosomo tower, on a scanty 
allowance of bread and water. At the momoiit of the revolution, liis son 
Alexius, whom he educated in the hope of empire, was twolvp 3 'oars of age. 
He was spared by the usurper, and reduced to attend iiis triumph both iu 
peace and war 5 but as the army was oucampccl on tlio sea shore, au Italian 
ve.ssol fticililated the escape of the royal .youth; and, in tlie disguise of a 
common sailor, lie eluded the .search of l»is enemies, passed ilie lIcllGspont, 
and found a secure refuge in the isle of {Sicily. After saluting the tbre.sli- 
olcl of the Apostles, and imploring ilia protection of Pope Iniiooont III, 
Alexius uccopted the kind invitation of lus .sister Irene, the wife of I Jnlip of 

Swabia, king of tlio Romans. Hut in liia 
passage tlirougli Italy, ho beard that the 
hower of westoi-n chivalry was nssembled at 
Vonicofortho deliverance of Lho Holy Land; 
and a ray of liope was kindled in liia bosom, 
tliat their invincible swords might bo em¬ 
ployed ill bin father’s restovatifm. 

lie promised, in lus own and Uia father’a 
name, that as soon as tboy should bo soated 
on tho tlirono of Conytaiitinoplo, they ^vould 
tonuinato the long schism of the Greeks, and 
submit themselves and their pooplo to tlio 
lawful supremacy of tho Roman church. He 
enguged to rccoinponso tlio labours and 
merits of tho cruHiulcrs, by the inunodialo 
payment of two liundrod thousand marks 
of silver; to acconipan)’- thorn in iiorson to 
Eg^ypt ; or, if it should bo judged more 
advantageous, to maintain, during a yoar, 
ton thousand men, and, duiing liis life, five 
hiuulrcd knights, for the sorvico of tho Iloly 
Jjaiid. TJieso tempting conditions were 
accepted by the republic of Venice; and the 
eloquence of tlio doge and marquis porauadocl 
the counts of Fhiudor.s, IJlnis, and St. Pol, 
with ciglit barons of i''runoo, to join in tlie 
glorious ontcrpri.so. 

The departure of the Hoot and army wmi 
vigorously pressed hj' tho Venetians, whose 
zeal for the service of the royal youth eon- 
eealed a just resentment to Iiis nation and family. Tlioy woro mortified by 
the recent preference which had been given to Pisa, tlio rival of their trade; 
they had a long avvear of dobh and injury to liquidate with the Byzantine 
court; and Dandolo might not discourage tho popular talc, that ho had boon 
deprived of his eyes by the emperor Manuel, avIio perfuliouely violated tho 
sanctity of an ambassador. A similar armament, for ages, had not ridden 
the Adriatic ; it was composed of 120 flat-bottomed ves.sehs or palandora for 
the horses ; 240 transports filled with men and arms; 70 stove-ships laden 
with i>rovisio]vs ; and 50 stout galleys, well iiroparod lor tlio encounter of 
an enemy. 

At Durazzo, the coiifedoi'atos first landed on tho territories of the Grook 
Empire ; tlie isle of Corfu afforded a station and vepoao j Ihoj’^ doubled with- 
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out accicleni tlie perilouR cape of Malea, the southern point of Pelopon- 
iicbus or the Movcn; msiflo a descent in the islaiuls of Negropont and 
Andros j and ctiKt anchor nfc Abydos on the AsiuUc sub of the Hellespont. 
Tiiese proludos of conquest were easy and bloodless; the Greeks of the 
provinces, without patrioliam or coiiragc, were crushed by an ivrosistible 
force ; t]io presoiico of the lawful heir might justify tlioii* ohedionco; and 
it was rewarded by the modesty and discipline of the Latins. 

The tower of Galata, in tlie suburb of Pera, was attacked and storincd by 
the French, while the Venetians assumed the more dilfioiilb task of forcing 
the boom, or chain, that was stretched from that tower to the By^^antine 
shore. After some fruitless attempts, theii* intrepid peraoverance prevailed; 
twenty ships of war, the relics of tho Grecian navy, were cither sunk or 
taken; tlie enormous and massy links of iron were cut asunder by the shears, 
or broken by the weigiit, of tho galleys; and tho Venetian fleet, safe and 
triumphant, rode at anchor in tho port of Constantinople. By these ebaring 
acluevoment&, a romiiaiit of twenty thousand Latins solicited fclie license of 
besieging a caplUil which contained above four Imndred thousand inhabi¬ 
tants, able, though not willing, to bear arms in tho defence of their country. 
Suoh an account would indeed suppose a popnlatiou of near two milUoiis; 
but wluiLover abatement may be required in the numbers of tlie Greeks, 
the belief of those numbers will equally exalt tho fearless spirit of their 
assailants. 


TIIK CA.tTUIUS OV UOlJfe'VANTiNOrijK (1‘20S A.D.) 

The ireiubling u-surpei’ was supported by Theodore Lascaris, his son-in- 
law, a valiant youth, wlio aspired to save and to rule his country; the 
Groelca, regardless of that country, wore awakened to tlie defence of their 
religion; hut their Itrmosfc liopo was in tho strength and spirit of tlie Varan¬ 
gian guards, of tho Dane.s and English, ns they are named in the writers of 
the times. Atter ten days' incessant labour, live ground was levelled, the 
ditch flllocl, tho approacho.s of the bosiogors woro regularly made, and 250 
engines of assault exorcised their various powers to clear the rampart, to 
batter tho walls, and to sap tho foundations. On the first appearance of a 
lu’eacli, tho scaling-ladders wore applied, the numbei's that defended the 
vantage ground repulsed and oppressed tho iidveiitnrous Latins; but they 
admired the rosoliitiou of lifteen knights and sergeants, who had gained tlie 
asQQut, aud maiiituiued their perilous station till they were precipitated or 
made prisoners by tlio imperial giiarcLs. 

On the side of the harbour, the naval attack was iviorQ successfully con¬ 
ducted by the Venetians; and that industrious people employed every re¬ 
source that was known and pnictisod before tlie invention of gunpowder. 
A double line, throe bow-shots in front, was formed by tho galleys and ships; 
and tho swift motion of the fonnor was supported by the weight and lofti¬ 
ness of the latter, whoso decks, and poops, and turret were the platforms 
of militiiry engines, that discharged their shot over the heads of the ftrsfc 
line. The soldiers, who leajiod from tlie galleys on shore, immediately 
pLanted and ascended thoir scaling-laddcra, wliilo the largo ships, aclvanoLng 
more slowly into tlio intervals, iincl lowering a drawbiidgc, opened a way 
through the air from their masts to live rampart. In the midst of the con- 
lliot, tho dogo, a venerable and conajiiouous form, stood aloft in complete 
armour on the prow of his galley. Tho great standard of )Sl. hfark was 
dlspliiyed befor(3 him ; liis throats, promises, and exhortations urged the 
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diligence of tho roweva; his veRsel was the fa'st that struck j and Bandolo 
was the ArsL warrior on the shore. 

The nations admired the magnanimity of ilio blind old man, without 
reflecting tliat his age and infirmities diniiiiishod the price of life, and eu- 
hauoed the Tolue of immortal glory. On n auflden, by an invisible hand 
(for the standard-bearer was probably slain), the banner of the roiniblio 
was fixed on the rampart; twoiity-fivo towers wore rapidly occupied; and, 
by the cruel expedient of lire, the Greeks wore driven from tlio iidjaeont 
quarter. The doge had despatched the iiitclligeiiGO of his succos.s, when he 
was checked by the danger of Ida confodoriites. Nobly declaring tliat lie 
would rather die with tlie pilgrims than gain a victory by their destriiotioii, 
Daiidolo relinquiahed his advantage, recalled his troops, and haatened to the 
scene of action. He found the six weary diminnlivo battle.s of the Kroncli 
eneompasaed by sixty squaclron.a of the Greek cavalry, the IcaHt of wliieli 
was more numerous than the largest of their divisions. 

Sliame and de.spair had provoked Alexins to tlio hist effort of ii gonoral 
sally; blithe was awed by the firju order and miinly aspect of the hatins; 
and, after skirmisliiiig at a distance, withdrew Ids troops in the close of tlio 
Gveidiig. The silence or tumult of the night exasperated Ids Coavs; and tlio 
tiniid usurper, colleobing a tvoaaurc of ton thousand pounds of gold, basely 
clesarted Ids wife, Ida people, and his fortune, tlirow himself into a bark, 
stole through the Bosporus, and landed in shameful safety in an obaouro 
harbour of Thraoo. Aa soon as they were apprised of Ids itiglii, the CTi‘ook 
nobles sought pardon and pcaoo in tlio dungeon wlicro the blind Isjuio ex¬ 
pected each hour the visit of tlio executioner. Again saved and cxallod by 
the vicissitudes of forUino, tlio cai>Uvo, in his imperial robes, was roi>lacod 
on the ilu'oiic, and surrounded with prostrate slaves, whoso real iorror and 
affected joy lie was incapable of discoriiiiig. At tho dawn of day, hostilities 
were suspended; and tho Latin chiefs were surprised by a mossiigo from tbo 
lawful and reigning emperor, wlio was impatient to ombraoc Ids son, and to 
reward his generous dolivorors. 

But these genei'ous doliverovs wore nuwilliug to redoaso their liostago 
till they had obtained from hm father tho puyineiil, or at least tho promise, 
of their recomiiensG. The father of young Alexius inquired with somo 
anxiety into the nature of his stipulatioiiH. 'Pho submission of tho Eastern 
Empire to the Pope, tho succour of tho Holy Land, and a present con¬ 
tribution of two hundred thousand murks of silver— “ '’rjmso eonditiniis aro 
weighty,” was his prudent reply; “fclicy are hard to accept, and dilUcult to 
perform. But no conditions can exceed the moasiiro of your sorviccs and 
deserts.” 

After this sati.sfaotoiy a88ur.ancc, tho barons niountod on liorsobaok, 
and introduced tlie heir of Oonstantinoplo to tho city and palace. His 
youth and marvellous aclvontnrc.s engaged every heart in his favoiir, and 
Alexius WHS solemnly crowned with his father in the dome of Bt. Sopliia. At 
tho price of sixteen hundred pounds of gold, ho jirovnilod on tlie marquis of 
Montferrat to lead him with an army round tho proviucoB of Europe; to 
establish his authority, and pursue his uiiolo, ivhilo Oonstantiuoplo W'iia awed 
by tlie preseiico of Baldwin, and his confodcratoH of Fi’iiuce and ITaiuiers. 
The expedition was successful. Tlio blind old omporor oxiiUod in the suc- 
ce3.s of liia arms, and listened to tho predictions of his naUernrs, tliiit the 
same Providence which liad raised him from the dungeon to tho throne, 
would lieal his gout, restore his sight, and watch over the long prosperity of 
his reign, 
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By tlio reoeiit invasion, tlio Greeks were ftwakeiiccl from a dream of nine 
cGiitnries; from the vain presumption that the capital of tlio Homan Empire 
was impregnable to foreign anus. The strangers of the "West Inul violated 
the city, and bestowed the sceptre of CoiisUintine tlieir imperial clianta 
soon became as unpopular na themselves ; the well-known vices of Isaac were 
renderod still more contemptible Lyhis infirmities, and the young Alexius 
was hated as an apostate, who had renounced the lunniiers and religion of his 
country. His secret covenant with the Latins was divulged or suspected ; 
the people, and especially the clergy, wore dovoiiUy attached to their faith 
and auporsLition; and every convent, and every shop, resounded witli the 
danger of the church and the tyranny of tlio pope. An empty treasury could 
ill supply the demands of regal luxury and foreign extortion; the Greeks 
refused to avert, by a generiil tax, tlie impending evils of servitude and 
pillage ; the oppression of the ricli excited a more dangerous and per¬ 
sonal resonlmoiil j and i£ tiie emporor melted the plate, and despoiled the 
images, of tlio sanctuary, lie sccinod to justify the complaints of heresy and 
sacrilege. 

Alexius licflitaicd bcLwcon gratitude and patriotism, between the fear of 
his subjects and of his allies, lly lua feeble and fluotnating conduct he 
lost tlio esteem and confidonoo of both j and while ho invited the marquis of 
JloiitfexTat to oooujiy the iialaco, he suffered the nobles to conspire, and the 
^jeople to arm, for the dolivoraiioo of their coimtiy. Regardless of Ins paixi- 
lul situation, the Latin chiefs roixeated their demands, resented Jiie delays, 
suspeotod his intontion.s, and exacted a decisive luiswer of peacs or war. 

In the eyes of hotli nation.s Alexius wiifl false and contemptible; the 
base and spurious race of tlie Angoli was rejected with olamorous disdain; 
and the people of Cou-staiitinoplo cncoinjiassod tlio senate, to demand at 
tlioir hands a more worthy emperor. To every sonaior, conspicuous by his 
birth or dignity, they snccossivcly presented the purple; by eaoh senator 
the deadly garment was repulsed; the contest lasted three days; and we 
may learn from the historian Nicetas, one of the moinbcrs of the assembly, 
iliat fear and woakne.ss wore tlio guardians of their loyalty. A phantom, 
wlio vanished in oblivion, was forcibly proclaimed by tlio crowd; but the 
author of the tumult, and the leader of the war, wns a prince of the house 
of Dneas; and his oomiuun appellation of Alexius must bo discriminated by 
tho ojnthot of Moui7.oune, wuiich in the vulgar idioin expressed the close 
jiiiiotioii of liis black and shaggy oyobrows. 

At on CO a patriot and a courtier, tho poiTidious Hourzouflo, ^vlio was 
not destitute of onniiing and oourago, oiiposed the Latins both in speech 
and action, inflaiiiod tho passions and projudioea of tho Greeks, and insinu¬ 
ated liiinsclf into the favour and eonlidonco of Alexius, avIio trusted him 
with tlie oflico of great oliamborluin, and tinged liis buskins with the colours 
of royalty. At tho dead of night ho rushed into the hedcliamber with an 
affriglitcd aspect, exclaiming, that tho palace was attackocl liy tho people 
and botriiycd by tlio guards. Starting from hia couch, the unsuspecting 
prince threw hinusolf into tho aiJUH of his enemy, who liad oontrived his 
escape by a private stairca.se. But that staircase terminatod in a prison; 
Alexius was Kci'/-cd, stripped, and loaded with chains; and, after tasting 
some days tlio ])ittornefis of death, ho was poiaouod, or strangled, or beaten 
witli clubs, at llio command and in tho prosoncQ of the tyrant. The emperor, 
Isaac Angelus, soon followed liis son to tlio grave, and Moin'zounp, porhajis, 
might spare the supoi’iluous criino of hastening tho oxtiiictiou of impotence 
and blindnesy. 
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SECOND CAPTURK, AND SACK OF TIIK CITY (l20'i A.]).) 

The deflfcli o£ ilio oinporors, Miid tlio DsuriJut-ioii of ]\touvzouflo, had cliangcd 
the nature of the quarrel. It was no longer ilio disagreemoiil of allioa who 
over-valued their services, or noglocted their obligations; the French and 
Venetians forgot their oomplaiiita ngahist Aloxins, dropped a tear on tlie 
untimely fate of ilieir companion, and sworo rovongo against the perficlioiia 
nation who liacl crowned his iissaasin. Near lliroc montlis, wUhont oxecpUiig 
the lioly season of Lent, wore consumed in skirmishes and preparations before 
the Latins ivore ready or resolved for a gonoral uasnnlt. 

In more tliau a luindrcd places the assault was urged, and the dofeiioo 
was sustained, till tlio superiority of groiiiul and nmnbers finally proviiilud, 
and the Latin trumpets sounded a retreat. On tlio ensuing days, tlio attack 
was renewed with equal vigour, and a siiiular oveut. In the tliird assaiiU, 
two ships were linJfcd togetlior to double their strenglb; a strong north 
wind drove them on the .shore; the Ihshopsof 'rroyos^ and Koissons^lcd the 
van; and the auspicious names of tlie and Llio l^uvadise. resoundod 

along the lino. The opiscojial banners wore displnyod on the wfills; a hun¬ 
dred miu'ka of silver had been pvonnsod to the flrsL ndvonturcry; and if their 
reward was intorcopLod by deatli, thoir names Jiavo l)uon iniinovtalisod hv 
fame. Four towers wore sealed, three galo.s were burst open, and tlio h’rencli 
knights, who might tremble on the waves, Colt tlunnsolvos invincible on 
horseback ou the solid ground. Shall wo reluto that tlie tlioUMiuulH who 
guarded the emperor’s person fled on tho anproacli, unci bororo tlio hincc, 
of a single warrior? Tlieir jgnoniinloiw iliglit i.s attostccl by tlioir uountry- 
nmii NicotasJ' — an army of phantoms iiuvrehod wllli the JL'enoh licro, and ho 
was magiiifiod to a giant in tho eyes of tlio (trook.s. 'riio Latins entered tho 
city under the bannoi's of their londom: tlio streets and gates opened for 
theii' passage; and either design or accident kindled a third coiifliigratiun, 
which consumed in a few houivs tlie inoasuro of three of the largost uitio.s of 
France. 

Con.stantiiioplo had lioon taken hy .storm; and no rostraiutM, exeupL those 
of religion and humanity, wore iinpo.sod on tlio coiupiei'i-irs hy tho laws of 
war. Boniface, marquis of hli^ntfuvrat, still acted ns tlieiv goueval; and tho 
Greeks, who revered his nmno as that of thoir future Hovoreign, were hoard 
to oxehiini in a lainentablo tone, “ Holy marqnis-king, have nieroy upon us I ” 
Ills prudence or compassion opened the gates of the city to the fugitives; 
and he exliortod the soldiers ol' the cro.sH to .spare the lives of their fellow- 
Ghi'istians. TTio streams of Idood that flow down the pages of Nicietus 
may be reduced to the slaughter of two tUousaiul of his uiiresistiug country¬ 
men; and the greater part was massacred, not by tlie straiigers, but hy tho 
Latins, who had been driven from tho city, and who exercised the revenge of 
a triumphant faction. Yet of those exiles some wore less luiiuirul of injuries 
than of benefits; and Nicetas lnm.sclt was iudohlod for Ins safety to tlio gen¬ 
erosity of a Venetian merchant. 

Pope Imiooent III acciise.y the pilgrims of respecting, in llioii lust, 
neither ago, nor sex, nor religions profession; and bitterly himonts that the 
deeds of darkness, foriiication, adultery, and incest were iierpetratod in open 
day; and that noble matrons and holy mum were ] polluted by the grooms 
and peasants of the Cutliolic ciiiuj). It i.s indeed probable that the license of 
victory proinidecl and covered a imiUitudo of sins; but it is cjorluin, that Llie 

[1 The Homan Au»nstobnim, ntlcvwarda TricnHym.] 

The I?om.an Augiiala Sut‘w»ouum.]l 
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capital of tlie East contained a stock of -venal or willing beauty sufficient to 
satiate the desires of twenty thousand iwlgnmsj and female prisoners were 
jio longer subject to the right or ubuse of domestic slavery. Tlio inarcjuis 
of Montferrat -was the patron of discipline and decency j the count of Flan¬ 
ders was the mirror of chastity; they had forbidden, under pain of death, 
the rape of married woinon, or virgins, or nuns; mid the 2 :)i‘oclauiation was 
sometimes invoked by the vanquished niul respected by the victors. Tlieir 
cruelty and lust were moderated by the autlvority of the chiefs and feel¬ 
ings of the soldiers j for wo are no longer desci-ibing an irruption of the 
northern savages; and, however forocioiig they might still appear, time, 
policy, and religion had civil¬ 
ised the manners of tho 
French, and still more of tJio 
Italians. Uiit a free scope 
was allowed to their avaihjo, 
whioh was glutted, oven in 
the holy week, by the pillage 
of Coiistantinoplc. 

Tho right of victory, iin- 
ahaoklod bv any proniiso or 
treaty, had oonlisoatod the 
public and private woulth of 
the Greeks; and every bund, 
according to its «ixo and 
streugUi, might lawfully exe¬ 
cute tho sontciico and seize 
tho forfeiture. A porUiblo 
and univeraal standard of 
excliango was fouiul in tho 
coined and iiiicoinocl molals 
of gold and silver, which 
eneli captor at lioiiio or abroad 
might convert into tho posses¬ 
sions most suitable to his Lem¬ 
per and situation. Of tlio 
treasures wliich trade and 
luxury had acouniulatcd, the 
silks, velvets, furs, tho gems, 
spices, and rich movables, 
were tlio most precious, us 
they could not bo procured for money, in the ruder connlries of Europe. 
An order of rapine was instituted ; nor was Uio sluu'c of each individual 
abandoned to indusl.ry or chance. Under tho tremendous penalties of 
perjury, excommunication, and death, the Latins were bound to deliver 
their plundor into tlio common stock; three cluirche.s were selected for 
the deposit and distribution of tho spoil; a single share was allotted to a 
I'oot-soldLcr; two for a sergeant on horseback; four to a knight j and larger 
proportioiiH according to tho rank and merit of tho barons and princes. For 
violating thi.s sacrod eiigagomeut, a knight belonging to tho count of St. Pol 
was hanged with his .shield and coat of anns round hi.s nock; his optnplo 
iiughL render siinilar olTeiidors movo artful and cliscrcot; but avarice was 
more powerful Uian fear; and it is generally boliovod ilmt the secret far 
exceeded the aclcnowlodgod iilundor. Ycfc tho magnitude of tho prize sur- 
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passed the largest scale of cxperioncc or oxpeclalion. After ilio -\vliulo had 
been equally divided between the l^rench and ■Vciioliaiis, iiffcy thousand 
luarhs were deducted to satisfy the debts of tho fonnor and tho demands of 
the latter. The resicluo of the Ereuoli amounted to four Imndred thou¬ 
sand marks of silver [about ii£800,000 or $4,000,000]. 

In this great revolution we enjoy the singular felicity of comparing the 
narratives of Villelmrdouin and Nicetas, tho opposite foclings of tho marshal 
of Champagne and the llyzanilne senator. At tho first view it should scorn 
tliat the wealth of Constantinople was only transferred from one nation to 
another j and that the loss and sorrow of tho Greok-s arc exactly balanced 
by the joy and advantage of tho Latins. Hut in the miserable account of 
war, the gain is never equivalent to llic loss, tho pleasure to the pain; tho 
smiles of the Latins were transient and f.illacious; llie Crrcoks forever wopt 
over the nuns of tlieir country; and their real calamities wore aggraviiLod 
by sacrilege and mockery. Wluit benolits accrued to the conquerors from 
the three fires which anniliilaled so vast a portion of tho biiilding.s and 
riclies of the city? What a slock of such tilings, as could neither bo used 
nor transported, wa.s maliciousl}* or wantonly de.slroyed ! How much treas¬ 
ure was idly wasted in gaming, debauchery, and riot I And what prooious 
objects were bartered for a vilo price by tho inipalionco or igiioranoo of the 
soldiers, whose reward was stolen by tho base industry of tho hist of tho Greeks! 

These alone, who had nothing to lose, might derive somo profit from tho 
revolution ; but the misery of tho upper ranks of society is strongly painted 
in the personal adventure.^ of Nicetas) himself. Ills stately i)altLCO liud boon 
reduced to ashos in tho second conflagration; and ilm senator, with liis 
family and friends, found an obscure shelter in anotlior liouso whioli lie pOiS- 
sussed near the church of »St. Sotfiiia. It was the door of this mean habita¬ 
tion that his friend tho VenoUiin guarded in the disguise of a soldier, till 
Nicetas could save, by a precipitalo flight, the rclic.s oi liis fortmic and Uio 
chastity of liis daughter. In a cold wintry season, these fugitives, nursed in 
the lap of prosperity, departed on foot; his wife was with child; tho do.sor- 
tion of their slaves compelled tlicni to carry tlioir baggage on thoir o^vn 
shoulders; and their women, whom they placed in iho centre, wero exhorted 
to conceal their beauty with dirt, instead of adorning it with paint and 
jeweU. 

Every stop was oxxiosed to insult and danger ; iho tlircaLs of tho strangers 
were less painful tlian the taunts of iho xdeboians, with whom tlioy wore 
now levelled; nor did tho exiles breathe in safety till tlioir mournful 
Xiilgriniage was concluded at Sclymbria, above forty inilos from tho oaxiitul. 
On their way they overlook the X)atrmrch, without attendunno, and aliiiosl 
without aiqiarel, riding on an as.s, and reduced to a state of apo.stolio 
Xioverty, which, had it been volunlaiy, miglit porliaxis liavo boon niorlLuri- 
OU3. In llie moaiiwhilc, his desolate churctios wove by llio 

licentiousness and Xiariy zeal of tlic Latins, Aflor stripxiing llio gems 
and pearls, they converted tho chalices into drinking cups; thoir tables, 
on which they gamed and feasted, wero covered witli the iiioUire.s of ('hrlst 
and the saints; and they trampled under foot tho most vonorablo objects 
of the Cliristian wor.shi};). In the cathedral of St. Sophitv, the anixilo veil of 
the sanctuary was rent asunder for the sake of the golden frliigo ; iiiid tho 
altar, a nionuinent of art and riches, was broken in xneees and sliarcd among 
the captors. 

riieir mules and horses were laden with the wrought silver and gilt 
carvings which they tore down from ilio doors and xnilpit; and if tho 
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IjeEistn yLuinblocl under the burden, thej’ were stabbed by their impEifcient 
driyerH, and the holy pavement streamed with their impure blood. A 
prostitute wits sorted on the throne of the patriarch; and that daughter 
of Belial, iia she is styled, sang juid danced in the churoh, to ridicule the 
hymns and promalons ot live Oriftutftla. Nov were the Yoposhories of the 
royjil dead secure from violation; in the church of the Apostles, the ioinba 
of tlie emperors were riflod; and it is said, that after six centuries the 
corpse of Ju-stiiiiaii was found without any sign of doeiiy or piilrefactioii. 
Ill the streets the French and Flciuinga clothed themselves and their liorses 
in painted robes and flowing head-dresses of linen; and the coarse intem¬ 
perance of their feasts insulted the splendid sobriety of the Eubt. To 
expose the arms of a people of scribes and scholars, they affected to display 
a pen, an iiikliorn, and a sheet of jiapor, without discerning that tlie instru¬ 
ments of science and valour were useless in the hands of the modern Greeks. 

Tlicir reputation and their language encoumged them, liowever, to despise 
the ignorancfli and to overlook the jirogross of the Latins. In tlio love of 
tlio arts, tlio national difference was still more obvious and real; tlie CTreelcs 
preserved with rovoronco the works of their ancestors, which tliey could nob 
nnitato; and, iu the do.stvuction of the statues of Constantinople, we are 
provoked to join iu the complaints and invectives of the Byzantine historian. 
The brass statues were broken and mellod by the unfeeling aviirice of the cru* 
saclora; the cost and labour were consumed in a moineut; the soul of genius 
evaporated in suioko; and the remnant of base metal was coined into money 
for the payment of the troops. Bronze is not tlie most durable of monu- 
iiienls j from the murblo forms of Phidias and Praxiteles, the Latins might 
turn aside with stupid contempt; but unless they wore crushed by some 
iiocidental injury, those useless stones stood seouro on their pedesfcnls. _ The 
ino.st oiiiighlcncd of the strangers, above tho gros.s and sensual pnisuits of 
their countryniGii, mum piously exercised the right of conquest in the search 
and seizure of tJio relics of tho saints./^ 
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Arrisii tho fcHlival of Kaylor, the cru8;u\or.s yhai’od the eapUired richos; 
the foui'Ui pari of the spoil was Kot aside for liini wIk) sliuuUl ho elionoji tmi' 
Tjei'or, and llio rest was dividctl among* the Eroindi and llui Vcuutiiuiy. 1'ho 
Pi’ouch cruaacloi's, who had coneuorod Zara, to llio solo advantago of tho 
Venetians, were not tim less called upon to pay the fifty iliousiiud silver 
inarhs tliey owed to the republic; the ninouiit was dodnoiod boforolnuul 
from the portion of the booty that belonged to tlmin. In tlio division that 
was iiiado among the warriors of Lombardy, G-criuany, and P'ranecj, oiicli 
knighb had a part equal to tliafc of two horsonioji, and ovory liorsuinaii one 
equal to that of two foot-soldiers. All tho pluiahn* cd tlio (ireolcs yielded^ 
only 400,000 silver marks; but although this sum fur oxooedud tho rovennos 
of ttU the kingdoms of tho West, it did not by any moans repvosout lUo valuo 
of tho rioliGS accumulated in Byzantium, if tho priueos a)ul barons, upon 
inividng t\iemse\ves niaslQTs ol tho city, hud hoeu satisi'md with miposmg a 
tribute upon the inlmbitants, they might have rocoivod a miioh larger sum. 

When they had aharod. the plunder, tho ornsudor.a guvo way to the must 
extravagant joy, without perceiving that llicy had comnutted a grout I'milt 
in exhausting a country which \vn.s about to hccoiiio their own; they did not 
reflect that the ruin of the conquered might ono day In’ing on that of the 
conquerors, and that they might bocomo as poor as tho (Ireoks they hud just 
despoiled. Without regrots, as without foresight, hoping ovury thing from 
their own good swords, they sol about olocting a loader who sliould roign 
over a people in mourning and a desolated city. The imperial purple had 
still the same splendour in Ihoir oyes, and tlio Uirono, though shaken by 
their arms, was still the object of thcii* ambition. 

’ Ono cclitioii of Villoh.'vr(louj’ii& inalics Ito yluiiilcr of C/OnHUuiUHf)])lo aiiuHint lo fiDOjOOO KlUrr 
iiiai^iS, equivalent to 2-1,000,000 fmiics, if wo adil lo tlilH sum iho fiO,000 iimi'lw iliui to Uio Vi'Mp- 
Uaus, and doduetccl bofoio tlio division, and tho iwL which they had In tho dlvlnlnn ilsolfi wo sliall 
llnd tUo total amount of booty 60,400,000 fmws tahovvl .^2,100,000, ov ^^10,50fl,0n01. Ah much, 
says tho modern historian wlio supplies ua with this note, pcrlmiXH, wn.s npin'npiiaLiul Rocrrlly by In¬ 
dividuals. Tho tlii'ee Arcs >Yl]ioh had comiiinod more iliaii half ilio oily Imd dcHlioyed at loaHt an 
nuioh of Us riches, and In llio profusion llinl followed iho piltngo, Uio iiio.st pi’PclmiH offoctH hud 
lost so miicli of their value. Mint tho fulvniUfti'fl of tho Liiliits probably wan not efiulvaloiit to ii 
fpiai’lQL' of what tl\oy had cost tho Qi-ooks. Thus wo may oupnoHo dial CouHtanilhople, boforo 
tho attack, contaliiGd 000,000,000 francs of wealth [4126,000,000 or §126,000,00()j. 
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THE ELE0TIO5I OF AN EMPEROR 

Six electors wore chosQii from among the Venetian nobles, and six others 
from among the Erenoh eeclesiastics, to give a master to Constantinople; 
the twelve electors assembled in the palace of Bukoleon, and swore, npou 
the Gospel, to crown only merit and virtue. 

Three of tiie principal leaders of Iho Crusade Imd equal claims to the 
suffrages of the eleotora. If the purple was to be the reward of experience, 
of ability iii council, and of services rendei'ed to the cause of the Latins, 
Henry Dandolo, wiio had been the moving spirit, the very soul of the enter¬ 
prise, certainly had tho first chiini to it. The marquis of Jlontferrat, like¬ 
wise, had titles worthy of great consideration; tho Latins l\nd olioseii him 
for their loader, and tho Greeks already acknowledged him as their master. 
Ilia bravery, proved in a thousand fights, promised a firm and generoiw sup¬ 
port to a throne that must rise from amidst ruins. Ilia prudence and mod¬ 
eration might give the Latins and tlic people of Greece reason to hope tliai, 
when onco raised to oinpiro, lie would repair the evils of war. The claims 
of Ihildiviii to the imperial crown were not less cogent than those of his 
ooiiouiTonts. The count of Flanders was related to the most powerful moii- 
aroiis of the West, and wa.s descended,in iho female lino, from Charlemagne, 
lie wna much bolovcd by his soldiers, who.so dangers lie was always ready to 
share} ho had dcservodly obtained tho esteem of the Greeks, who, even 
ainidsb tho disorders of conquest, celebrated him as tho champion of chastity 
and honour. IJaldwiii was tho protector of tho weak, the friend of tlie poor} 
he loved iiistico, and liad no dread of truth. 

The oleclors at iirsl turned llicir attention towards tlio vcnerEible Dan* 
doloj but tho republioiina of Voiiico trembled at tho idea of seeing an em¬ 
peror among their fellow-citizens: ** What shall wo not Imvo to dread,” said 
they, “from a Vonoliaii, bocoino master of Greece, and of 2 ^arl of tlio East? 
yinill wo bo subject to his laws, or will ho remain subject to tho laws of our 
country? Under his roig'ii, and umlor that of his successors, wlm will assure 
us that Venice, tho Queen of tho Seas, will not become one of the cities of 
this empire?” The Vciiotians, whilst sponking thus, bestowed just eulo- 
giums upon tho virtue and characlor of Dandolo; they added, that tlieiv 
clogo, who wa.s approaching tho ond of a life filled with great actions, had 
nothing loft him but to finish liis days witli glory, and that he himself would 
find it more glorious to bo tho licacl of a victorious repiTblic, than tho sovei- 
eip;ii of a conquorod nation. “What Roman,”cried they, “ would have been 
willing to lay down tiio title of citizen of Romo, to become king of Car¬ 
thage? ” 

On tonniiiating tlieir spoeclios, the VcuoUaiis conjured tlio assembly to 
elect an omtieror from among the othor loaders of the army. After this, the 
choice of tlio electors could only be directed towards the count of Flanders 
and the marquis of Moiitferrat. To provent the offeots of a fatal discord, 
it was judged best to docroo, at onco, that tho jn’ince that should gain tho 
suffrages for the imperial throne, should yield to tho other, under tho con¬ 
dition of foaliy and homage, the iwoiierly of tho ishmd of Caudia, and all the 
lands of tho oinpire situated on tho other side of tho Bosporus. After this 
deoision. the us.seiubly turned their whole aUouUon to the election of an em- 
])oror. Their choice was for a long timo uncertain. The marquis of Mont- 
ferrat at first iqqjcarcd to have the majority of the suffrages ; but the 
Venetians wero I’oarfnl of seeing niion the fclirone of Consiarifciiioide a prince 
who had any possessions in the nciglihourliood of their territories. The 
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inlereytn and jealousica of polioyi a,nd, withovil tloabi, ivlao wiadoiu and 
equity, at lengtli united all voices in favour of tlio count of Flaiidors. 

The oriisiidevs, assenihled heforo the paliioo of liiikoleon, iiwiiited Avitli 
iin[jatienco the decision of the doctors. At tho hour of midnight, iho bishop 
of Soissoiis came forward under the vestibulo, and pronounced, in a loud 
voice, these words : “This hour of tlio night, which witnessed the birth of 
a Saviour ol the world, gives birth to a now empiro, niiclor ilio prolooiioii 
of the Omuipotoiit. You havo for emperor, liaUlwin, count of Flanders 
and Ilainiiult,” Loud cries of joy arose from among the Vonotiana and tlie 
Frenoli. The people of Constantinople, wlio had so often changed niiistcrs, 
received, without reinignaiioe, tho new one just given to them, and mingled 
their aeoIamatLons with those of tho Latins. Baldwin was olevatod upon a 
buckler, and borne in triumph to tlio clmvch of St. yophia. Tho marquis of 
iMontferrab followed in Uie train of his rival; tho gonorous submission, 
of which he presented an example, was much admired by his eompaiiions iu 
arms, and liia presence drew .scarcely loss attention than the warlike pomp 
tliat siirrouiidod the now oinpovor. 


IJALDWIK OROWNKI> 

Tlie ceremony of tho coromitiou was postponed till the fourth vSiuulay 
after Ifiaster, In the nicaiituno tho marriage of tho marquis of Moutferrat 
with Margaret of Hungary, tho widow of Isaac, was celebrated with much 
splendour. Conataiitinoplo behold within its walls tlio fostivitios and siieu- 
taolos of tlio West, and, for the first time, tlio Greeks hoard in tlioir churclies 
tlio prayers and hymns of tho Latins. On tho day api)ointod for tho coro¬ 
nation of the emperor, Baldwin repaired to >St. Sopliia, aocompaniod by tlio 
barons and the clergy. Whilst divine .service was being performed, the oin- 
poror asoondod a throne of gold, and received tho ]>nrpl (3 from tho liands 
of the popo’s legato, who performed tho fimotions of patriarch. Two knights 
carried, hotoi'c bun the Zaiichtvici (uiuea ot tho Uonuvu consuls, and tho im¬ 
perial sword, once again in the hands of warriors and heroes. Tho liead of 
the clergy, .standing before tho altar, pronounced, in tlio Greek language, 
these words; “ lie in worthy of reigning; ” and all persons prosont repealed 
ni chorus, “He is wovLliy ! ho is worthy I’* 'J'ho erusadors Hliouthigthoir 
boisterous acclamations, tho kmglil.s clad in armour, tho crowd of iniHcrahlo 
Greeks, the sanctuary despoiled of its ancient ormimoiils, and deolcod with 
presented nltogclher a .spectaelo aolonin and inoliuiolioly — 
all the evils of war amidst tlie trophies of victory. SiuTounded by tho ruins 
ot ciii empire, rclJecLive spectators could not fail io remark among tho eoro- 
nioiiios ol this day, that in wliich, acconliug to the oiistoin of tho (rreoks, 
were pi'esonted to Baldwin a Ultlo vaso filled with dust and bones, and a 
locic ot lighted flax, as symbols of tlie shortness of life ami tho nolhiiigiic.ys 
01 immaii graiideiir, " 

Before tlie ceremony of his coronation, the new emperor distributed the 
principal dignities of the empire among liis coiiipiinions in arms. Villelmr- 
doum, marshal of Chanipagnn, ohLained the tUlo of inarslial of llomaniii; 
the count do SL. I ol tlie dignity of constable; flic charges of luasLor of the 

pWp 7 Tn ^ i'l^nehoiilt and Mi1g. 4 do Brabant. ^JTo doge of Venice 
a nr h“uco of Komama,lmd the right of wearing purplo buskins, 

a puvilege, among the Greeks, rosorved for iiimtibors of the imporiiil family. 
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Henry Danclolo represented the republic of Venice at Constantinople} liulf 
tho city was under liia dominion niid rceogniaed liis laws; he raised him¬ 
self, by tlio digihty of lua characlor aa well as by hU exploits, above all the 
princes and all the nobles of tho court of Baldwin; he alone was exempt 
from paying fealty and hamngo to the emperor for the lauds lie rvna to 
possess. 


DIVISION OF 'rmfl a'lfiiiHiToiiv 

The barons began to bo impatient to shai’e tho cities and provinces of the 
empire. In ii couiiuil composed of twelve of the patricians of Venice and 
twelve French knights, all the conquered laiid.s were divided between the 
two nations. Bithynia, llomunia or Thmeo, Thessabnica, all Greece from 
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Tlierniopylfo to Capo Runiiim, witli tho larger isles of the Archipelago, fell 
to tlie shave and under tlie dominiou of the French. Tho Venetians obtained 
tJie Cyclades and tho Sporades in tho Archipelago ; the isles and tlie oriental 
coast of the Adriatic Gulf; tho coasts of tho Propontis and tlie Enxine Sen; 
the banlcs of the Hobrus and tho Vardas; tho cities of Cy 2 )sedes, Didymaticn, 
and Hadriaiiopoli.s ; tho niaritinio countries of Phessaloiricn, etc. Such was 
at first tho distribution of the tonitorios of tho omiiirQ. But oircumstanceB 
that could not bo forosoon, the diversity of interests, the rivalriejj of ambi¬ 
tion, all the olianco.s of fortune and of war, aoon produced great ohanges in 
this diviision of doniinioiiH. History would in vain endeavour to follow tlio 
conquGi’or.s into tlio iirovincos allotted to thoinj it would be more easy to mark 
tlie banks of an overflowing torrent, or to trace tho path of tho storm, than 
to fix tho state of tho uncertain and triinaitory po-ssessions of the conquerors 
of Byzantium. . 

The lands situated beyond the Bosporus were erected into a kiugdoin, 
and, with tho island of Caiidia, given to the marquis of hlontferrfit. 
face exchanged them for tho jiroviuce of Tliessalonica, and sold the island of 
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Caiiclia to the republio of Yoiiico for thirty pounds woig'Jit of gold. The 
provinces of Aaia were abandoned to the coxiwl of^ liloiB, who iiSsiiinod the 
title of tiuko of Niotoa and Bitliyjiia. In tlio distribution of ilio cities and 
lauds of the empire, ovory ono of tlio lords and barons had ohlainod doinuins 
proportionate with the rank and services of tlio new possessor. iVhon they 
heard speak of an nmuy countries of which they scanioly ktuw tlie names, 
tlio warriors of the We-st wore astonisliod at their coiuiuesis, andbolicved that 
the greater part of the universo was proiuiaod to their ambition, In lUe 
intoxication of their joy, they declared ihomsolves nmstors of all tho prov- 
iaccH that had formed the empire of Constantine, 't'hoy c.'ist lots for tho 
countries of the Modes and Parthians, and the kingdoni.s tluit were under 
the domination of tho Turks and Haracens. With the money which arose 
from tlio plunder of the capital, tlio conquorors purelm.sod tlio pvovinoo.s of 
the empire j they sold, tJicy played at dico, for whole cities and Lhoir inhaliit- 
ants. Constantinople was during sovoral days a market, in winch .seas and 
Iheiv islands, nations and Uioir wealth, wore trafiickcd for; in whioli the Ronuvii 
world was put up to salo, and found jnirehasor.s among Iho obscure crowd ot 
the ci’usiidcrs. 

Whilst tho brti'oiis woro Urns disbriWUiift' cities and kingdoms, Uio ainbi* 
lion of tho Latin clergy was by no means icllo, but was busy in invading iho 
inopcrty of the Greek ciiurch. Tho leaders of Urn Crusade Inul agreed 
among themselves that if tho oniporor of Constantinople slunild bo clioson 
from the French, the patriarch should be a Vouetian. According to this 
ooiivoiition, >vluch had preceded tho oonquosl, Thoniiia Moi’OHiiii was olevated 
to the ohaiv of St. Sophia; priests and Latin bishops \yoi’ 0 , at the .same lime, 
sent into the other conquered cities, and took possossion of tlio wealth and tlio 
privileges of tho Greek clergy. Thus tho llomiah worsliip iis-sooiatod iL.self 
with Uio victories of the crusaders, and made its empire aclcnowlodged 
wherever tlio banners of tlio conquerors lloatctl. 


'HIlO 1‘01»E ACltNOWi,lCl>G3CI> 

After him coronation, Baldwin wrote to the pope, to annouiioo to him Iho 
extraordinary victories by which it had pleased God to crown tlio zeal of tho 
soldiers of the cro.S9. Tho new emporor, wlio ussunied tho titlo of knight of 
iho holy See, recalled to the mind of tlio sovoi'oigii pontill' tho porfidioH and 
iho long revolt of iho Grooks. “Wo have brought nndor your laws,” said 
lie, “that city, which, in h.atred for the hob*- sue, would aourcoly hoar tho 
namo of the prince of the apostles, and did not afCuvd a singlo uhureh to him 
who received from the Lord tho supremacy over all cihurolios.” Baldwin, in 
Ills letter, invited the vicar of .Jesus Ohriat to imitato the oxiuuplo of Iuh pre- 
deceaaors, John, AgupetuxS, and Leo, who visited in porsun tho eUurcli of 
Byzantium. 

The marquis of Montforrat at tho .same time addrus-sed a letter to the 
sovereign pontiff, in which ho protcslocl his luimblo obedience to all Iho deci¬ 
sions of tho holy see. Tlio doge of Vciiico, who till that time laid braved 
with so inuch hauglitincss tlic throats and tluuulor.s uf tlio eluirch, aclcnoM'- 
ledged the sovereign authority of tho popo, tiud joined hi.s protestations with 
those of Baldwin and Boniface. To disarm tho anger of Innocent, tlu'y 
roproaented to him that tho conquest of Coimlaulinoplc had propai'cd the 
deliverance of Jei'iisalom, and boasted of tlic wealth of ii country which tlio 
cvvisaders had at length brought under tho laws of tho holy see. In all 
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Ihoir Ictlcis Lo llic pope or (iho fuiUiful of Uie Wosl, the concinorora of Byzan¬ 
tium spoke of llio Greek ouipiro as of a now land of promise, Avhioli awaited 
the servants of God and the soldiors of Christ. 

Innocent had beon for a long timo irritated by the disobedienco of the 
crusadersin his reply, ho reproaohed with biUomess tlie victorious army 
of the Latins for having proferred the riches of the onrtli to tlioee of heaven; 
lie reprimanded llio leiidors for liaving exposed to the outrages of the soliers 
and followers of the army* the honour of matrons and maidens, and virgins 
oonseorated to the Lord; for liaving ruined Constantinople, plimderod both 
great and small, violated the sanctuary, and put forth a Bacillegioiis hand 
upon tliQ treasures of tlio churches. Notwithstanding this outward sliow of 
anger, the pope approved the elcetiou of Baldwin, who took the title of 
knight of tliQ holy see, and oonsciited to recognise an empire to wliich 
ho was to give laws. 

Tlie greator part of the defenders of the Holy Land, who had experienced 
nothing bub the ovils of war, became desirous of lifti-taking of the glory and 
the good fortune of the Fronoli and Venetians, and the king of Jerusalem 
was loft almost alone at Ptolemais, without means of making the truce lie had 
ontorccl into with iUo infidels respected. Baldwin warmly welcomed the 
defenders of tho Holy Land ; but the joylio experienced at their arrival was 
inuoh troubled by the iutelligonco of tho death of his wife, Marguerite of 
Flanders. TJiia princoaa liad embarked in tho fleet of John cle Nesle, in 
tho belioE that she should meet her husband in Palcstino j sinking under tho 
fatigue of u long voyago, and perhaps the pains of disappointmont, she fell 
sick at Ptolemais, and died at tho moment sho learned that Baldwin had 
been crowned emperor of Constantinople. Tho vessel destined to convey 
the new empress to the shores of tho Bosporus only bronglit back her mortal 
remains. Baldwin, amidst his kniglils, wept for the loss of a i)rincQss ho 
had loved tondorly. 

The emperor and Ivia barons, with uU tho succours they had received from 
tho East, had soarcely twenty tlioiisnnd men to defend their conquests and 
restrain the people of tho capital and tho provinces. The sultan of Iconium 
and the king of tlio Bulgarians had long tlircatoned to invade tho lands con¬ 
tiguous to their states, and they thought that the dissensions and subsequent 
fall of tho Greek oiupiro prosontod a fivvourablo opportunity for the outbreak 
of their jealoasy and ambition. Tho luitioiiB of Greece were conquered with¬ 
out being subdued. As in tho disorder which accompanied tho conquest of 
By'/antiuin, no other riglit had boon acknowledged but that of force and tho 
sword; all the Greeks, who had still arms in tlieir liaiids, were desirous of 
forming a princijiality or a kingdom. On all sides new states and empires 
sprang up from tho bosom of tlio ruims, and already threatened that which 
tho crusadors had so rocontly established. 


EATB OV TTIK KOYAI* TUGITIVEB 

A grandson of Androiiiou.s foimdod in a Greek province of Asia Minor 
the principality of Ti'cbi'«)nd; Leo Sgurre, maator of tho little city of Napoli, 
had cxtencUid his dominions hy injustice and violence; and, to employ a 
compitrisoii offered by Nicolas, ho had grown greater, like tho torrent that 
swells in the storm and is enlarged by tho waters of the tempest. A barbar- 
oils conqueror, a fierce and cruel tyrant, ho reigned, or rather lie spread 
terror, over Argo ,4 and tlio Tstliinii.R of Corinth. IMioliael-Angeliis Conmeiiiis, 
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employing the arms of treacliery, gained llio kingdom of Epirus, and subdued 
to Ills la^vs a \vild and warlike people. Theodore Lascaris, \yho, like dineas, 
had fled from his burning country, colloctcd aoiiio troops iu IJItiiyniti, and 
caused himself to be proclaimed eniperoi* at Nicaia, whciico his family wag des¬ 
tined at a future day to return iu triumidi to (Jonstiinlluoplo. 

If despair luid imparted any degree of couvago to tlio two fugitive emjic- 
rors, they might have obtained a share of tlieir own spoils, and preserved a 
remnant of power ; but they luid not proAled by Iho lessons of inisforUmo. 
IMourzoufle, who had completed all the erhnas begun by Alexius, did not 
hesitate to place himself in tlio power of his un fortimuto ri\^al, whose daughter 
he had married; the wicked sometimes take upon thomselvos the duty of pun¬ 
ishing one auotlier. Alexius, after havin'^ loaded !Moui'zouflo Avitli caresses, 
invoig’led him into his house, and cau.scd hia eyes to bo put out. In this 
condition, Hourzouflo, abandoned by his followers, for wimm he was now 
nothing but an object of disgust, went to conceal hia oxislonco and Ids misery 
in Asia; but on hia road ho fell into tlio bunds of tlio LaLinn. lleing led to 
Constantinople, and condGinncd to expiate his crimes by nii ignominious death, 
he was procipitaLocl from the top of a column raised by iho emperor Tlieodo- 
sius in the Place of Taurus. Tho muUlliulo of Greeks that luul offered the 
purple to Jlourzouflo wore present at Ids tragical on<l, and n]ii)cavod torrificd 
at a punishnioiit tliat was much more now to thoui than the crimes for which 
it was iiiflioted. 

The poiTuly and cruelty of Alexius did not vcmHin long unpunished; the 
usiirpor was obliged to wander from city to city, and not unfroqiieully Lo 
conceal the imperial purple under tho garb of a moiidieant. For a consider¬ 
able time he only owed Ids safety to llie contompL in which ho was liold by 
the oonq^uerors. After having long stvuyod about in a state of destitution, 
ho was given up to tho niarciuis of MontUnTat, who sent him a prisoner into 
Italy; escaping thence, ho again passed into Asia, and found an asylum willi 
the sultan of looniuni. Alexius could not bo salisliod to live in poaoo in his 
retreat, but joined the Turks in an attack upon hU soji-in-law Eascaris, whom 
ho could nob pardon for having saved a wreck of tho empire, and reigning 
over Bithynia. As tho Turks wore beaten, tho fugitive princo fell at length 
into the hands of tho emperor of Nicma, who oompollod him to rotivo to a 
monastery, where he died, forgotten by both Grooks and Latins. 

Thus four emperors woro immolated to ambition and voiigeanoo — a deplo¬ 
rable spectacle, and most worthy of pityl Amidst tho convulsions and fall 
of an oinpire, we behold princes of tho same family quarrelling for a pliantoin 
of authority, snatch from each otlior by turns both tlie sceptre ajid life, sur¬ 
pass the populace in fury, and loavo them no crime, no parricide, to oommit. 


BALDWIN QUARBBT^ WITH BONIk’ACiO 

Whilst the Greek princes were thus making war against each other, 
and quarrelling for tho wrecks of tho empire, tho Frojich counts and barons 
quitted tho capital to go and take poaaosgiou of tho cities and provincoa that 
had fallen to their share. Many of them were obliged to conquer, sword iu 
hand, the lauds that had boon assigned to them, Tho marquis of Montforrat 
set out on his march to visit tho kingdom of T'bcssalonica, and receive the 
homage of his now subjects. The omporor Baldwin, followed by Ins brother 
Henry of Ilainault, and a groat number of kniglits, made a prog'roas throiigli 
Thrace and liomania, and everywhere on his passiigG, was saluted by the 



'J?HE LATHJ EMPIRE 


28D 


[1204 A.D,] 

noisy aGclamationa o£ u people always more skilful in flattei'ing tbeii* con¬ 
querors than in combfiting thoir enemies. When he arrived at Hadrianopolifi, 
where he was received in triuiiiph, the new emperor annouiicecl his intention 
of pursuing Jiis march as far as Thessaloiiica. This unexpected resolution 
aiirprised tlie marquis of Moiitferrat, who entertained ihe desire of going 
alone to his own kingdom. Boniface promised to be faithful to the emperor, 
to be always ready to employ his forces against the enemies of the empire ; 
but lie feared the presence of Baldwin’s army in liis cities, already exhausted 
by war. 

A serious quarrel broke out between the two princes. The marquis of 
Moutferrat accused the emporor of wishing to get possession of his states; 
Baldwin fancied ho could perceive in the resistance of Boniface the secret 
design of denying the sovereignty of tbo head of the oinplve. Both loved 
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justice, and were not wanting in raodoration; but now one had become king 
of Tliessaloiiica and the other emperor of Constantinople, they had courtiers 
who ondeavouvod to exasperate their quarrel and inflame theiv animosity. 
In spite of all the roprosontatioiis of tho marquis of Montforrat, Baldwin 
led hi.s army into the kingdom of Thessaloiiioa. Boniface considered this 
obstinacy of the emperor as n flagrant outrage, and swore to take vengeance 
with his sword. Impelled by passion, ho departed suddenly with several 
knights who had declared in his favour, and got possession of Didyinatica, a 
city belonging to the emperor. 

The marquis of Moutferrat look with him hia wife, Mary of Hungary, 
the widow of Isaac; and tlio proseiico of this princess, with tlie hopes of 
keeping up the division among the Latins, drew many Greeks to tho banner 
of Boniface. Ho declared to them that he fought for their cause, and clothed 
in the imperial purple a young prince, the son of Isaac and Mary of Hun¬ 
gary. Dragging in his train this phantom of an emperor, around whom the 
principal inhabitants from all parts of Romania rallied, he resinned the road 
to Hadrianopolis, and made preparations for hosioging that city. Boniface, 
II. w. — voi„ vn. 11 
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daily becoming inorc irrifcatQLl, would lisLoii Lo jiciUior tlio oijunsels nor the 
prayei’a of his companions in anna; and discord wii.-i about to cause Uio blood 
of the Latijia to flow, if the doge of Venice, ilic count of Elois, and the barons 
that remained at Constantiiioiflo, had not otiniestly employed their autliority 
and credit to provoni tJio jiiiaforLuucs with wliioli the now oinpiro was 
tiu'eaieiied. The marquis of Monlfemt proiiiisoti to submit Ida quarrel 
with Baldwin to the judgment of the counts and barons. 

In the meanwhile Baldwin had taken possession of TJiassalonica. As 
soon as he heard of the hostilities of the marquis of hloiitforrat, he hastily 
marched back to Hadrianopolis. He was l»ro(MUng over projects of vengeance, 
and threatening to repel forco by foroo, and oppose war to war, when lie met 
the deputies. 

He promiaed to lay down Uia arnis^ and repair to Constantinople, to 
adjust the quarrel betwoon him and tlic inarquia of Montfevrat. d'ho mar¬ 
quis oi Montterrat, wiio very shortly foVVowed him, entmml thr, eapittii with 
a degree of mistrust; but tlio welcoiuo ho received from Baldwin and tlio 
other leadors coinplotoly appoivsed all Ida resontiuouta. 


Ol'HJSH OONQUICS-rS 

As soon as poacG was vo-ostablishod, the Icniglitn and barons again quitted 
the oapiial to pass through the provinces, ivml subdue such ns were vofractovy. 
The count of IJlois, who had obtained Bitliyuiu, soul lii.s knights across the 
Bosporus; tho troops of the ci'usiidurB gained sovoriil iidvantugos nvisr tlioao 
of Lascaris, ronainonia, Lopacla, Kieomodia, and some other (jitius, opened 
thoir gates to tho conquerors, after a feeble reHislanco. 'riio lailhis l)roug\it 
imdQi thoir domiiiiou all tlio coasts of the Propontis and the liosjairns, us 
far ns tho ancient j'Eolis. Henry of TlaiimuH was not idle in lluH new wav t 
whilst tho warriors of tlio count of Blois were piishiiig their eonquesls 
towards Nicfoa he led his men-at-arms into 1‘hrygin, unfurled Ins tnum- 
phaut banners in the iflains ^\diero ‘Vi'Ciy once stood, fought at tlio same 
time both Greeks and Turks, in the fieldH which hud been trod by the armios 
of Xerxes and Alcxiinder, and took possoasion of all tho eountry that extends 
from the Hellespont to Mount Ida. 

At the sumo time tlie marquis of Monlfomit, now the poacuiihlo maslor 
of Tliessalonica, undertook the conquest of (Ireoeo. ITo iidviinucd into 
Thessaly, passed the chain of mountains of Olympus and Ossa, and took 
possession of Larissa. Bonifueo and his knights, without fear and without 
danger, passed through ilio narrow slrads of TJiorinopyho, and penetrated 
into Hocotia and Attica. 'ITioy ])ut to flight Loo Sgiirio, wJio was tho 
scourge of a vast province; and their exploKs might have rmniiuled tho 
Greeks of those lieroos of tho early ages who travelled about the world 
fighting Tnonatoxa and subduing tyrants. As all tho (Ti-eelcs, for so long a 
time oppressed, sighed for a change, tho licrocs of tluj (Inisiidus were ovory- 
whore reoeivod as liberators. Whilst Bonifueo was hecoining possoasedof 
the beautiful countries of Greece, Geoffrey do Villcliardoiiiii, iiejiliow of the 
marshal of Champagne, establialied the authority of the Latins in tho Pel- 
opoims^via. After having dYWon tho troops of MiebaGl Coinninins in the 
mountains of Epirus, lie occupied, without fighting, Coroiiea uud Piilraa, and 
met with no resistaneo except in the canton of Laoodimnonia. 'I'ho con¬ 
quered lands and cities wore given to the harous, who rendoved fealty and 
homage to tho king of Thcasalonica and tho cinporor of ConsLaiitiuoplo. 
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Gi-eece then bohcUl lords of Argos and Corinth, grand siours of Thebes, 
dukes of Atiions, and princes of Acliaia. French knights dioiatod laws in 
the cifcj^ of Agamemnon, in Uio city of Minerva, in the country of Lyourgus, 
and in that of JCpamiixondas. Strange destiny of tlio warriors of this Cru¬ 
sade, who had quitted tlio West to conquer the city and lauds of Jesus 
Christ, and whom fortune had conducted into places lillcd with the remem¬ 
brances of the goda of Homer and the glory of profane antiquity I 


TUB DULGAltlAN WAR 


The crusaders wore not allowed to felicitate themselves long upon their 
conquests. Possessors of an empiro much more difficult to be preserved 
than invaded, they had not the ability to master fortune, which soon took 
from thorn all that victory had bestowed. They exercised their power with 
violence, and conciliiitcd noithor their subjects nor their neighboLira. Joan- 
niCG [Johnnnitaa, Jolui, Kalojan, or Calo-Johnl, king of the Pulgarinns, had 
sent an ninb.assador to Baldwin, with offerB of friendship; Baldwin replied 
with much liaughtiness, and tlivcntcuod to 
compel Joaniuco to doscoiid from his usurped 
throne, When despoiling llio Greeks of their 
property, the oruaudera shut out from them- 
Bolvos every source of prosperity, nud reduced 
men, to whom they left nothing hut life, to 
despair. To lill up Uio mouauvo of tlieir im¬ 
prudence, tlioy received into tlioir ariiiios the 
Greeks, whom they loaded with contempt, 
and who hccamo thoir inqilacablo ononucs. 

Not content with reigning over cities, they 
woro desirous of Hubjugatmg hearts to their 
will, and a^vakoncd funaticisin. Unjust por- 
seontiona oxaaporuLod the minds of the Greek 
IH'iostSjwho declaimed ^Yith voUomonco against 
tyranny, and who, reduced to misery, were lis¬ 
tened to fls oracles and revered as martyrs. 

In their despair, the conquered jicople re¬ 
solved to have recourse to arms; and, looking 
around tiioiu to find enoinies for the cnisadors, 
thoy implored the alUanoo and protoction of 
the king of the lUdgariaus, There was formed 
a widely-exLended oons])irftcy, into wliioli all 
entered to whom shivery was no longer toler¬ 
able. All at once tlio storm burst forth by 
tho niassacro of tlio Latins; a war-cry arose 
from Mount Htuniua to the Hellespont; tho 
ernsadens, diajicrsecl in the various cities and 
countries, were Biirpi’ised by a furious and piti- 
le.ss enemy. Tho Venotians and French, who 
guarded Iladrianopolis and Didymatica, woro 

not able to rovsist the inultitudo of the Greeks; some wore slaughtered in 
tho streets ; others retired, in disorder, niul, in thoir flight, beheld with 
grief their bamiers lorn down from tho towers, and replaced by the stand¬ 
ards of tho Bulgarians. Tho roads woro covered with fugitive warriors, 
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■who found no Rsyhini in a country which hilely ironihlcd at Ihe lame of 

their arms. « , . , r ^ k r 

Every city besieged by tho Grookg was ignorant ot the late of the other 

cities coiifidcil to the tlofenco of the Latins j coiiimniiioabions -were inter- 
riipied 5 in the provinces sinister rumours prevailed, wiiioh roproaoutod the 
capital ill flamos, all tho cities given up to pillage, and all tho armies of tho 
Franks disperaod or annihilated. Wlion tho report of thoso disasters reached 
Coustantinoplo, Baldwin assomblecl tho coiiiils and harons. The orusadors 
who were engaged in warlike expeditions on tho other side of the Bospo¬ 
rus received orders to abandon their conquests, and to rotnvn imniodiatoly 
to the standards of the main army. Baldwin waited for them several days, 
hut as he was impatient to begin tho war, aiul wished to astonish the onomy 
by the promptitude of his proceedings, ho set out at tho head of tho knights 
that remained in the capital, and, live days after his departure, appeared 
hefoi’G tlio walla of Hadrianopolhs. 

The leaders of the crusade, accustomed to bravo nil obstacles, wore novov 
chocked nor restrained by ihe ainall number of thoir own soUliora, nor tlie 
raultibudo of tlicir enemies. Tbo capital of Thrace, sLU'ronndcd by iinprog- 
nable ramparts, was defended by a luindrodthouHaucl Groolcfi, in whom thirst 
of vengeance supplied tho want of courage. Baldwin mnsterod scarcely eight 
tliousaiul men around his hanners. The dogo of Vonico soon arrived with 
eight thousand Vcuctiaus. Tho Latin fugitives enmo from all parts to join 
this small arinj'. The crusacloi's pitoliod thoir tents, and prepared to lay 
siege to the city. Their proparatioiw proceeded but slowly, and provisions 
were beginning to fail Llioin, when tho report ronchod thorn t)f the march of 
the king of tho Bulgarians. Joaniiico, tho loader of a barliarous people, him- 
self more barbarous than his subjects, was advancing with a formidable 
army. Ho concealed liis ambitious projocts ainl Jus desire for vongoanoo 
under an appearance of religious zeal, and caused a slandavd of BU Petor, 
which he had received from tho pope, to bo borne lioforo liim. This now ally 
of tho Greeks boasted of being a loailcr of a holy ontorpriso, and tlircatonod 
to exterminate the Franks, whom ho accusod of luiving assumed tlio orosa for 
the purpose of ravaging tho provinces and pillaging tho cities of CJliriatians. 

Tlio king of tho Bulgarians was preceded in hi.s march by a nuinorons 
troop of Wallachians and Coiuans, whom tho hopes of pillage had drawji 
from tho mountain.s and forests near the hanks of tlio Daiiulxs and Borys- 
thenes. The Coinans, nioro ferocious than tlio natioiiH of i\[ouut llannua, 
drank, it was said, the blood of their captivo.s, and Hacrifioud ChviHtian.s on 
the altars of their idols. Like tho warrior.H of Scythia, accustomod lo liglit 
whilst flying, tho Wallachian horsemon received orders from Joaiiiiioo to 
pro'voke the enemy, even in thoir camp, and Lo ondoavonrto draw tho hoavy 
cavalry of the Franks into an ambuscade. Tlio barons ivoro awaro of this 
danger, and Xorbado the criiHadorg to quit thoir tents, or go beyond thoir 
enti’enobmeuts. But such was tho character of the French wurriors, that 
prudence, in thoir eyes, deprived valour of all its luHtro, and it appeared dis¬ 
graceful to shun the fight in the prosenco and amidst the scol'fs of an cnoiny. 


DKPEAT of 'JIIR LATINS 

Scarcely liad tho barbarians appeared near tho camp, when tho sight of 
them made oven the loaders thoinaolvcs forgot tho <irdor.s they liad issued only 
the night before. The emperor and the count of Blois ilow to moot the 
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eiiGuiy, put tliem to flight, and xiuraued thoiii yitli ardour for the apiice of 
two leagues, flat all at once the barbamiia rallied, arid in. their turn charged 
tlio Christians. The latter, who believed they had gained a victory, wei*0 
obliged to defend themselves in n country with which thoy were imao* 
quaintecl. Their squadrons, oxhaiistod by fatigue, were surprised and eur- 
rouuded by the army of Joannico] pressed on ali sides, they made useless 
efforts to recover tlioii’ line of battlo, but bad no power cither to fly, or resist 
the barbarians. The count of Blois fell, covered with wounda, and hi.s faithful 
squire died by hia aide. 

Xbp, emperor Baldwin still diapiilcd the victory j the bravest of his 
knights and baron.s followed lum into the and a horrible carnage 

marked their progress through the ranks of the barbarians. Peter, bishop 
of Betlilohem, SLopIion count of Pcrcho, lienaud de Wontmirail, Miithieu de 
ValencoLirt, Koburt do llongui, and a crowd of lords and valiant warriors, 
lost their lives in defending their soveroign. Baldwin remained almost 
alone on the field of battle, and still continued flghting bravely i but at 
length, overpowered by niimbors, lie fell into the liauds of llio Bulgarians, 
who loaded liim with oliams. The wreck of the army retired in the greatest 
disorder, and only owed their safety to the i)nulent bravery of the doge of 
Venice and the marshal of Ohnmpagne, wliohnd been left to guard the camp. 

U\ the night that followed the battle, the crusaders raised the siege of 
HadrianopoUs, and retook the route to tho citpital, amidst a thousand dangers. 
The Bulgarians and tho Conians, proud of their victory, pursued without 
intermission the aviny they had conq^uered; this army, which had lost half 
of its nuuibora, was in groat want of provisions, and had great difllculty in 
dragging along tho wounded and the baggage. The crusaders were plunged 
in a inolanclKuy silence, their de 82 )air was evident in their actions and on 
tlieir oounienances. At liodosto they mot Henry of Iluinault, and several 
other knighU, who were on their way from the provinces of Asia, to join 
tho army of Hadriaiiopolis. Tho retreating leaders related 'iviLh tears their 
defeat and the captivity of Baldwin. All ilie Franks were seized with grief 
't\nd tevroy, learning they bad no longer an ontpevov. Tho Greoks thp,t 
inhabited the capital applauded in Secret the triumph of the Bulgarians, and 
their ill-concQaled joy alill further increased the alarms of tho Latins. A 
groat nunibor of knights, ovorcomo by so man}’- roverseH, saw no yafety but 
in flight, and embarked hastily on board some Venotiiui veasola. 

Ill the moanliniG, Joannico contiiuicd liis pursuit of the conquered army. 
Tho Crrooks, united with tlio Bulgarians, took 2 )ossGs.sion of all tho provinces, 
and left tlio Laiin.s no repose. Among tho disasters of wliioh contemporai’y 
history liiis loi't us a detdortiblo account, wo must not forget the maasaoro 
of twenty ilioii.sand AriiionianH. 'Huh numerous colony had left the banl£.s 
of tho Riiphrates, and established Ihoinsclves in the province of Natolin. 
After iliG conquest of Constantinople, they declared for the Latins, and 
when tho latter exporionced their reverses, flnding themselves menaced and 
pursued by tlio Greeks, thoy crossed the Bosporus, and followed Henry of 
Haiiiault, wlio was inarohiiig towards Hadriaiiopolis. The Armenians took 
with thorn thoir flocks and thoir fninilio.s; they drew, in carriages, all that 
the}’’ possessed that was most valuable, and had great difficulty, on their 
march aoros.s the mount ain.s of Thraoe, in kooiiing up with the army of tho 
crusadors. These iiiifnrtnnato pooplo wero Hurpriaed by llie bnrbariana, 
and, to a man, pci'i.shed beneath tho aworda of a pitiless conqueror. 

'File Fi'imks wept at tho defont and deatriiclion of the Arinonians, with¬ 
out being able to avenge tlieiu; Uioy had nothing but enemies throughout 



294 


THE IIISTOBY OB’ THE EASTEliN El^tPIRE 


[120B A.o.l 

the vast prOYinces of tlio empire. BcjoikI Uio Bosporus, they ouly pre¬ 
served the castle of Peges; on tho Buropoftii sklc, only llodosto tnul !Solym- 
hria. T]icir conquests in ancient Grocco were not yot thrcatcnocl by the 
Bulgarians i but these distant possosHions only Borved to divide their forces. 
Henry of Hainault, wlio took the title of regent, perforinod prodigies of 
valoii]’ in endeavouring' to retake some of the oitioH of 'niraco; and, lost, in 
varioua combats, a great nuiiibor of the warriors tiuit roinaiuod iindor liis 
baiiuQra. 

The bishop of Soiasons and some other crusaders, invested with the 
conficlonce of their unfortniiaie companions in Jiriiia, were sonL into Italy, 
France, and il\Q eownty of Flvuidevs, to wdicit the aHsistauce of tlui knights 
and barons j but tho succour limy liopccl for could only arrive slowly, and 
the enemy continued to make vapid iirogrcSH. I'Jio army of tho Bulgarians, 
like a violent Iciiipesi, advanced on all sido.s; it dcsnklcd Urn shores of ilm 
Ilolloapont, oxioiidod its ravages into the kingdom of Tiiossalonica, rcpjissod 
Mount 1-hemus, and rctnnuwl, more miincu'ous nnd moro formidable iluui 
over, to the banka of tho llobrus. Tho Latin cinpij’o hud no other dofoudors 
but a few warriors divided among tho vuriouB cities and fortresses, and 
Qvory day war and desertion dlmimahod tho nuiiibor.s and strenglli of tho 
imfortunato conquerors of Byaaiitium. Five hundred Icniglds, picked wiir- 
riors of tlio army of tho crusaders, woro altaekod before the walls of Itusinm, 
and out to ihoocs i)y a countloss mwltitudo of Ibdgiivians and Ceinans.^ 
This defeat was not Ic.hs fatal than tho battle of IladrhinopoliH 5 tho liordos of 
Mount Iliomus and Urn Borysthones carried lerror overywhore. On ilioir 
passage, tho country was in llames, and tho oitios afforded Jmitber rofugo 
nor limans of defence. Tim land was covered with Holdiors, wlio slaughtered 
all who came in thoir way; tho sea was covered with pirates, who threatened 
every coast with thoir brigandage. Conslautinoplo oxpeeLod every day to see 
the sfcandtivds of tlio victorious Joannico benoatli its walls, find only owed its 
safotv to the OXCOS 8 o£ evils that desolated fdl tho proviuccB of the empiro. 

Ime king of the Bulgarians did not spfiro Ifis allies any moro tluiii 
Ms ononiios; ho burned and dcmolUlmd all llio cities that full into his 
hands. IIo ruined the luhabilanls, dragged lliom in Ids train liko liaptivos, 
and made tbom undergo, in fiddithm to the cahinuLios of war, fill the out¬ 
rages of a jealous and Ijarlmrous tyiitiiny. Tlio Greeks, who had solicited 
his assisLanoo, were at last reduced to imploro the aid of tlio LiitiiiB against 
the implacable fury of their allies, T'lio crusadorM acuoptod with joy tlio 
alliaiico witli the Greeks, wliom they novor ought to have ropulscd, and re- 
entered into Iladriaiiopolis. Didyinatica, and most of tlio cities of Koiuaiiia, 
shook off the iiitolorablo yoko of the Bulgarians, .and subniitted to tlio Latins. 
The Greeks, wliom Joannico had urged on to despair, showed some bravery, 
and beoiiinc useful auxiliaries to tho Latins; and tlio now empiro might 
have hoped for a retum of days of prosperity and glory, if so many oalaiui- 
tiea could possibly have been repaiiod by a few transiunt buccohmom. But all 
the provinces were strewed with ruins, and the cities mid oountri(!S wore 
without iiihnhitiiiits. The Jiordes of Mount Ihe-inus, whetlior vietoi’ions or 
coiiquorud, a(ill oontinued tluiir predatory haliiU. 'I'Jiey easily recovt'rcd 
from Uiojr Iosscei; tho losse.s of tho bh’aiilvH huoanie every day moj’o irropnr- 
able. Iho leiulec of the Bulgarians sought nut every wlieie the fees of tho 
new oinpu'G ; and, being abaiKlonod by tho (irook.s of llonmniii, ho formed 
an alliaiico with Lasonns, the iiuplacalilo onoiny of tlio Lutinw. 


Gibbon/puts tlio loss at 120, J 
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The pope in vain exhorted the nations of France and Italy to take up 
arms for the assistance of the conquerors of Byzantium j he could not awaken 
their enthusiasm for a cause that presented to its defenders nothing but 
certain evils, and dangers without glory. 


TUB FATB OF BALDWIN 

Amidst the perils that continued to multipl}^, the crusaders remained 
perfectly Ignorant of the fate of Baldwin; sometimes it Avas said that he 
Jiad broken his bonds, and had been seen wandering in the forests of Servia; 
aometimes tliat he had died of grief in prison; sometimes that ho had been 
massacred in the midst of a banquet by the king of tlie Bulgarians ; that his 
mutilated members had been cast out upon the rocks, and that his skull, 
encased in gold, served as a cup for his barbarous conqueror. Among the 
romaiitio accounts that were circulated concerning Baldwin, we must not 
omit the folloAvmg: TJie emperor Avas kept close prisoner at Terenova, where 
the Avifo of JoaniuGe booamo desperately in love Avith him, and proposed to 
liim to Gsoapo Avith her. BaldAvin rejected tliis proposal, and the wife of 
Joaunioc, irritated by his disdain and refusal, accused him to her husband 
of having entortainod an adulterous passion. TJxo barbarous Joaiinioe caused 
his unfortunaLo captive to bo massacred at a banquet, and his body was oast 
on to the rooks, a proy to vultures and wild beasts. But people could not 
bo oonvinced tlmt ho Avas dead. A liormit had retired to the forest of Glan- 
jon, on the Ilaiiiault side, and the people of the neiglibourhood became per- 
siuicled that this kcrinit was Count Bakhvin. The solitary at first ansAvered 
Avitli frankness, and refused the homage they Avisliod to render. They per¬ 
sisted, and at Iciigtli ho Avas induced to play a part, and gave himself out for 
Baldwin. At first ho had a great many partisans; bub tlie king of France, 
Louis VIII, having invited linn to Ins court, he was confounded by the ques¬ 
tions that wore put to him: ho took to lUght, and was arrested in Burgundy 
by Erard do Cliasteiiai, a Burgundian gentleman, Avhose family still exists. 
Jane, countess of Flaiuler.M, caused the impostor to be liung in the great 
square of Lisle.Several messengers, sent by Ilonry of HainatiH, travelled 
through the cities of Bulgaria to loam the fate of Baldwin; but returned to 
Constantinople, Avitlumt liaving boon able to Jiscertaiu anything. A year 
aCtor tliG liattle of IladriniiopoliK, the poiie, at the solicitation of the cru¬ 
saders, conjured Joannicc to restore to llio Latins of Byzantiiun the head of 
their iieAV oiupiro. The king of the Bulgarians contented himself Avitli 
replying, tliab bakhvin had paid the tribute of nature, and that his deliver¬ 
ance Avas no longer in the iiOAver of mortals.^ This ansAver destroyed all 
liopes of again seeing the imprisoned monarch, and the Latins no longer 
ontertainod a doubt of tho death of their emperor. 

Henry of Hainault received the deplorable heritage of his brother with 
tears and deep regret, and sucoeeded to the empire amidst general mourning 
and .soiTOAv, To coraplolo ihoir misfortunes, tlio Latins had to Aveep for the 
loss of Daiidolo, Avbo finished his glorious career at Con.stantiiiople, and 
Avliose hust look must liaA^o perceived the rapid decline of an empire he had 
founded. Tlie greater part of the crusaders had either perished in battle or 
returned to the Avost.d 

[' Lavisso and llambaudo quote Ills wonla, " IIo absolved tho debt of tho fle&h while he was 
Jicld in piison ” (debjifna ccirms etsulverat dum carcere ieiieretur). Ilia two daiigliteis juheritoci 
Flanders and Ilainanlt.] 



296 


Tins HISTORY 01** THIS EASTERN EMPIRIC 


[1200-1207 A,p,] 


TtKRBif OF IIAINAULT 

III all oiviliaecl hoatility a treaty is eslublished for tlio oxchaiigo of ransom 
of prisoners; and if their oaptivity bo prolon^od, their condition is knowi, 
and they are treated according to thoir rank ivilh humanity or honour. But 
the savage Bulgarian was a stranger to the laws of war; Jus prisons wove 
involved in darkness and eiloncoj and above a yoar elapsocl before the 
Latins could be assured of the death of Baldwin, before his bvothov, the 
regent Henry, would consent to asBumo tho title of omporor. His modera¬ 
tion was applauded by the Crrecks as an act of rai*o and inimitablo virtuo. 
Thoir light and perfidious ambition was oager to scizo or antioipato tho 
moment of a vanoaiioy, while a law of suoccaaion, tho guardian both of tho 
prince and people, was gradually dofiiicd and confirmod in tho hereditary 
monarchies of Europe. 

In the support of the Eastern Empire, Ileury was gradually left \YitIiout 
an associate, as tho heroes of tlio Criiaados retired from (ho world or from 
tho war. Tho doge of Venice, tho vonovablo Dandolo, in the fullnoaa of 
years and glory, sank into the grave. Tho marquis of Montforrat was 
slowly rGcnllcd from Uio Poloponiicsian War to the rovojigo of Baldwin 
and tile defonce of Thoaaalonica. Some nico clispntofl of feudal homage and 
fiorvioo ^Ycro roooncilcd in a personal interview botwoou tho omporor and tho 
king; they were firmly united by mutual esteem, and tho common dangor; 
and tiieir alliance was sealed by tlio nuptials of Henry with tho daughter of 
the Italian prince. He soon deplored the loss of his friend and father. 

At tho persuasion of some faithful Greeks, Boniface niado a bold ami 
BUcoosaful inroad among tho hills of llhodopo; the Bulgarians iled on his 
npproaoh, they aaaomblecl to liarass Jiis rotroat. On tho intclligonoo tliat 
Ills rear ivas attacked, without waiting for any delonsivo armour, ho leaped 
on liorsobaok, couohed his Innco, and drove tho cnomica beforo him; but iu 
the raah pursuit he was pierced witli u mortal wound; and the bond of tho 
king of Theaatvloniea, waa presonUd to Jownnicc, who enjoyed tho honowis^ 
without tho merit, of victory. It is lioro, at this molmrohoiy ovoiit, that the 
pen or the voice of Geoffrey do Yillehardouin BoemB to drop or to oxpiro; 
and if lio still oxorcisod his military ollico of niarslml of Romania, liis sub- 
eeqneut exploits aro buried in oblivion.' 

The character of Homy was not unequal to Ids arduous situation; in 
tho sioge of Constantinople, and beyond tho llollcspont, ho liiid desorvoil 
the fame of a valiant knight and skilful conunaiidor; mid his courage v'an 
tempered willi a degree of pnidciico and inilduoss unknown to lus iiupotiioiis 
brother. In the double war against the Grocka oC Asia and the Bulgiiriaus 
of Europe, ho was over the foremost on sliipbourd or on horsobaoK:; and 
though he cautiously provided for tho Buocoaa of hia avum, tho drooping 
Latins were often roused by his cxamplo to save and to second thoir foarlcss 
emperor. But such efforts, and soino supplioa of men and money from 
France, were of less avail than the oiTOr.s, tho oriiclty, and death of thoir 
most formidable adveraiuy. When tho despair of tho Greek subjects invited 
Joannice as their deliverer, they liopod that ho would protect their liberty 
and adopt their laws; they wore soon taught to oomparo tlio degrees of 
national ferocity, and to cxocrato tlio savage conqueror who no longer dis¬ 
sembled his intention of dispeopling Thvaco, of domolishing tho cities, and 
of transplanting the inhabitants beyond tho Danube, hinny towns and 

P AccoiaUig 10 Finlay ?lio appears to have diedubiml Llic yoar 1218.”] 
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Tillages of Thrace were already evacuated; a heap of ruins iiiarlcecl tlio 
place of Philipi^opolis, aiicl a similar calamity was expected at Demotioa and 
Hadriaiiopolis, by the first authors of the revolt. They raised a cry of grief 
aud repontancQ to the throne of Henry; the emperor alone had the mag¬ 
nanimity to forgive and trust them. No more than four hundred knights, 
•with their sergeants and archers, could bo assembled uiuler his banner; 
and with this slender force he fought and repulsed the Bulgarian, who, 
besides his infantry, was at the head of forty thousand horse. In this expe¬ 
dition, Henry felt the difference between a ho.sUle and a friendly country ; 
the remaining cities were preserved by his arms, and the savage, with shame 
and loss, was compelled to relinquish his prey. 

Tlie siege of Tliessalonica was the last of the evils which Joaunice 
inflicted or suffered; he Avns stsibbed during the night in Jiis lent; and tlm 
general, perhaps the assassin, who found liini weltering in his blood, ascribed 
the blow with general applause to tho lance of St. Demetrius. 

After severcal victories, the prudence of Henry conohided an honourable 
peace with the successor of the tyrant, and with the Greek princes of Nio®a 
and Epirus. If he coded some doubUvd limits, an ample kingdom was 
reserved for himself and his feudatories; and his reign, which lasted only 
ten years, afforded a sliorl interval of prosperity and poaoe. Ear above tho 
narrow policy of Baldwin and Boniface, ho freely entrusted to the Greeks 
tho moat important offices of the state and arinyi and this liberality of sen¬ 
timent and practice was tho more season¬ 
able, as the princes of Nictea and Epirus 
had already learned to seduce niid employ 
the nicroonary valour of tho Latins. It 
was the aim of Henry to unite and reward 
his deserving subjects of every nation and 
language j but ho appeared less solicitous 
to aocoinnlish the impraciionbl© union of 
the two cluirohes. 

Polagius, the pope’s legate, who acted 
as the sovereign of Constantinople, had 
interdicled tho worship of tho Greeks, and 
sternly imposed the payment of tithes, the 
double procession of the Holy Ghost, and a 
blind obedionce to tho Ilonian pontiff. As 
tho weaker party, they pleaded the duties 
of con.soieiico, and implored tlio rights of 
toleration : “Our bodies,” they said, “are 
Cicsar’s, b'ut our souls belong only to God.” 

Tho persecution was checked by tho firm¬ 
ness of the emperor; and if we can believe 
that the same prince was poisoned by the 
Greeks blienisolves, we must oniorfcain a 
contemptiblo idea of tho sense of gratitude 
ill mankind. His valour ivas a vulgar attri¬ 
bute, which ho shared with ten thousand 
knig'hls; but llonry po.ssossod the superior courage to oppo.se, in a supersti¬ 
tious age, tho pride aud avarice of tho clergj'. In tho cabhodral of St. Sophia 
ho presumed to place his tlirono on tho right hand of tho patriarch; and 
this presiiniption excited the sliarposi conaiire of Pope Iiinoccut III. By a 
.salutary edict, one of the first exaniplea of tho lawa of mortmain, ho pi'ohib- 
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ited tlie alienat-ion of liofa; many ol tlio Latina, desirous of roUu'uiiig to 
Europe* resigned their oatatea to the churcli for a spiritual or temporal re¬ 
ward; these holy lands were immccliibtoly discharged from military service, 
and a colony of soldiers would have boon gradually tnuisformod into a college 

The virtuous Henry died at Thessitloiiioa (1216), iu tho defence of that 
Jdugdoin, and of an infant, tho eon of bis friend Loiiifaco. In the first two 
emperors of Oonstantinoplo the male hue of tho counts of Klandors was 
extinct./ 


riBIinE DE GOUllTBNAl AND KOBElVi 01^* NAMUll 

Baldwin and Ilcnry had a sinter luunod ytiluudo, iiuirriod to riorro de 
Courteuai, count of Avixm-re, Tina hat^v vi\\% muiitivov, Il(i \f‘iA 

than in Franco, and liaatoned to raise m army. lie visited Honorius lU at 
Rome, embarked for DumzKO, and from thero foHowoc] tho Egnatian road. 
Attacked by tho Epirots in tho gorges of Elba3.san, hw ai’iuy was desiroyod; 
the papal legato poi'ishod; tlic oinpoi’or whs taken, and donbtluBs died in 
captivity. 

Ho had left in the Wosl ton clnldron, of whom the ohlest was rhilippe 
of Ranuu'. The Qinprcsa, liia ndfo, hud eome by sea to Oonatiiutinoplo, whore 
a little son was born, aftevwavda to bo Baldwin II. Bho took tho vogcucy 
for Philippe of Namur, renowod tho troatie.s wH)> tho emperor of Nioioa, 
made him marry Uor stepdaughter, and died in 121U. I’hiiippe of Namiu' 
having refused to leave his Meuso eoiide, hi.s‘youngor brother, Robert, was 
thereupon elected. 

Hia reiga marked the rapid doolino of tho empire. All iho eluofs of the 
First Ci’usudo — Baldwin, Henry of PlaiulorH, Bonifaeo do Montfen’at, Louis 
de Bloisj Dandolo, and Vlllohardouin ■—wore deml. Tho number of Latin 
warriors diminished luiooasingly by combats or by returning to Llio "Vyost, and 
were not leovuited by now arrivals, lloiicrl had ouo of liis sistora inavriod. 
to King Andrew of Ifungary, ono to OooAVoy of Aehaia, and a third to tho 
emperor of Nictoa. Ono of hm niccos married John Asun U of Bulgaria j ho 
himself was about to marry a daughtor of Lascuris. But thoBG family alli- 
anoea gave him iieitUcr power uor security. 

The despot of Epirus, Theodore, who uevor oousod Inking laud fronr tlio 
Latins, took advaiitage of the The.ss;doniean king being gone to sock holp 
ill tho West to surprise his capital and liiiiali oonqucriiig Jiis proviiioo.3 
(1222). So porishod tho Lombard kingdom of Thoanalonica. 

In Nlctea, Joannes Vatataos, sneocssor to LuHcuris, rmicwed war against 
the French, inflicted on them a bloody dcfoiit at Reinaiiono (I22‘i), mid eon- 
q^uered nearly ah Thraco. The (jrooks had now tivo emperor.s, without 
counting tho one at TT'ebizond, for the despot of ICjiiiniH hud got ]um.sclf 
crowned by the archbishop of Okhvida in ThcHBaloiiica. T'he forces of 
Uieso two emperors, lieucofortli cnomu’.s, inarched emJi on itH own road to 
Hadriauopoliy. The town at first yielded Ui the Niewau troops, tluui drove 
them away and opened their gatcH ti) tboso of E[>irus. Robert could not 
Gvea mterCeve u\ the wnd ucUdug wm-AiuCid but U> ueu %vbivW of the 

two Greek nrjuics would {je the first to enter Byxaiiliiiin. In Ins own court 
a bloody drama showed how little re.spectod aud how weak wuh Huveroign 
power. Hobei't '\\'as veiy much in love wilh a young JNeuvillo lady, alrciuly 
engaged to a Bnrgundian ciiv.ilier; and tho iiioUier consmiLcd to got tho 
first ongagemeut broken off. The rejected cavalier gathered hi.B rolativos 



Till!] LATIN EBIPINE 


299 


;i228-1237 A.B J 

and friends and forced a way into the iialace by night, lie cut off the 
nose and lips of tho young girl, and threw her mother into ilie Bosporus, 
llobci't ooiild obtain no redrosa from hie batons fov this cruel insult. He 
went to seek help in tho West and died on the journey (1228).c 


JEAN DB BUrENNE 

It was only in the ago of chivalry that valour could ascend from a private 
station to the tlironea of Jevnsalom mid Oonatantinoplo. The titular king¬ 
dom of Jeru.salem liad devolved to the daughter of Isabella and Con¬ 

rad of Moniferrat, and tho granddaughter of Almerie or Amanry. She was 
given to Joan de Brionno, of a noble family in Champague, by the public 
voice and tho judgment of PJiilippo Auguste, who named him as the most 
worthy champion of tho Holy I/and. In tho Filth Crusade, he led a hun¬ 
dred tliousand Latins to tlio eontpiest of Egypt j by him tlio siege of Daini- 
etta was aohioved, and the subsequent failure was justly ascribed to tlie 
pride nnd avarice of tho legato. Aftor tho marriage of his daughter -with 
I^'Gcloriolf II, ho was provoked by tJio emperor’s ingratitude to accept tJie 
coinmniid of the army of the church ; and thougli advanced in life, and 
do.spoilod of royalty, tho sword and spirit of Jean de Biienno wore still 
ready for tJio aorvieo of Christendom. 

In tho sovon years of ]ii.s brotlier’s roigii, Baldwin do Courkenui liad not 
emerged from a stale of childhood, and the barons of lloirumia felt the 
strong neoossity of placing the ecoptro in tlic hands of a man and a hero. 
Tho veteran king of Jorusaloin might have disdained tlie Jiamo and office 
of regent j they agreed to invest him for Ufo rvilh the title and prerogatives 
of omporor, on tlio solo condition that Baldwin should marry his second 
daughter, and succeed at a niaturo age bo the throne of Constantinople. 
The expectation, both of tho (irccka and Latins, was kindled by the renown, 
tho choice, and the in'osonco of John do Bnciinoj nnd they admired his 
martial aspect. Ins green and vigorous ago of more tliaii fourscore years, 
and his nha and stature, which surpassed the common mousnre of initnkiiul. 

But avarice and the love of cuso appear to have chilled the love of eiiLer- 
pi'iso } Ilia troops wore dishunded, and two ycar.i rolled away without action 
or honour, till ho was awakened by tho daiigcroiiH alliance of VaialKQs, 
emperor of Nictuu, and of Asuii, king of Bulgaria. Thoy besieged Constan¬ 
tinople by sea and land, with an army of one hundred thousiind men, luul 
a Hoot of three hundred sliip-s of war; while the entire force of the Latin 
omperor was reduced to 160 knights, and a small addition of sergeants and 
archers. Instead of defending the cit 3 ^ tho hero ititado a sally at the head 
of his cavalry; and of forty-eight sqnadroii.s of tho enemy, no more than 
threo osoaped from the edgo of Ins invinciblo sword. Fired by his example, 
tho infantry and tlie citizens boarded the vessels that anchored close to the 
walls ; and tweiiLy-fivo wore dragged in triumph into tho harbour of Con- 
slaii(;inoplc. At tho Hinniiions of the omporor, the vassals and allies armed 
in lior dofeiieo, broke through every obstiiolo that opposed tlioir passage ; 
and, in the sucoocdiiig year, ohLained a second victory over the same ene¬ 
mies. By tlio rude poets of tlic uge, Jean de Bricune is compared to Hec¬ 
tor, Roland, and Judas MacoabioiiH; but tlioir credit and lus glory receive 
some abiitcnieut from Llio silence of the Greeks. The empire was soon de¬ 
prived of the last of lier ohainptona ; and the dying monarch was funbitious 
to enter paradise in tlic habit of a Franciscan friar (1237). 
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BALDWIN n 

Ill the double victory oj Jean do Uriomio wo cannot cliscoYor tbo uaine 
or exploits of hia pupil Baldwin, wlio bad sittaiuocl the ago of military 
service, and who suoceoded to the imperial dignity on the decease of his 
adoptive father. The royal youth was employed on a commission more 
suitable to his temper ; ho was aont to visit the western courts of tlio pope 
more especially, and of tho king of Prance ; to oxciLo their pity by the view 
of his iunoconce aiicl distress ; and to obtain some supplies of mon or money 
for the relief of tlie sinking empire. He Ihvico repeated theso ineiulioant 
visits, in which he seemed to prolong Ins stay, and postpone his roturn ; of 
tho five-aud-tweiity years of hia reign, a groator niunher wore spent abroad 
than at home, and in no phtoe did tho emperor deem liimself less free and 
SGOur© than in his native country and his capital. 

By such shameful or ruinona oxpedionts no returned to Uomaniii with an 
army of thirty thousand aolrUcrs, whoso nnnibors woru doii])led in tho appre¬ 
hension of tho G-reoks. But tho troops and troaauros o£ Franco molted away 
in his unskilful lianda \ and tho Uiroiic of tho Latin omporor ^vaH protected 
by a dishonourable alllanco with tlio Turks and Konians. To scoiiro tho 
former, ho consented to bestow his nioco on tho unholioving snllaii of Oo^ni. 
To please the latter, lie complied with their pagan rites j a clog was Hiicrificod 
botwoon tho two armies and the contracting parties tasiocl each otlior’s blood, 
as a pledge of their fidolity, In tho mlaco, or prison, of Oonsliintinoplo 
the snooeasor of Augustus domolisliod the vacant houses for winter fuel, and 
stripped tlio lead from Uio churches for the daily exponso of Jus family. 
Some nsuvious loans woi'o dealt with a scanty luuul by the inoKdiants of 
Italy ; and PlnUppo, his son and heir, wan pawned at Venice as the BBCuviiy 
of n debt. Thirst, hunger, mid nakedness are positive ovils ; but wealth is 
relative, and a princo who would be rich in a privaio station may l)o exposed 
by the inorQasoof his wants to all tlio anxiety and l)ittcrjicss of'poverty. 


THE OUOWN OE TllOllNS 

But ill this abject distress, the omporor and ompiro were still possossod 
of an ideal treasure, which drew its fantastic value troiu tlio suporstition of 
the Christian world. The moritof tho true cross was somowliat iinpuirod 
by its froquoiiL division ; and a long captivity uinong tho inlidols iniglit slied 
some suspicion on the fragments tliat woro produced in tho ICast and West. 
But another relic of tho Passion wua pre.scrvcd in tho inipovial oJiapol of 
Constantinople ; and the crown of tlioriia whicli had boon pliieod on tlio 
head of Christ was equally precious and auUioulio. It Imcl forniorly boon 
the practice of the iCgyptian debtors to deposit, ua a Hoourity, tho nuuniiiioH 
of their parents ; and both their honour and their religion wore hound For 
the redemption of the pledge. In tho samo manner, and in the absomjo of 
the emperor, the barons of Romania borrowed tho sum of 13,ld'i piocoa of 
gold [£.7000 sterling] on tho credit of tho holy crown. 

Tlio siiecofes of this transaction tempted tUo Latin omporor to offor, with 
tho saino generosity, tlio remaining furnitnro of lii.s eliajiol—a largo and 
aiitliontio portion ol the true orosa; the baby linen of tho ,Snn of (rod ; the 
lance, tho spougo, and the chain of hitj Paaaion ; the rod of hlnsos ; and part 
of the skull of St. John the Baptist. For tho reception of these spiritual 
trea.snres, twenty tliousiuid marks were expended by St. Louis on a stately 
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fouiulalion, tlie holy chapel _oI Paris, on which the muse of Boileau has 
bestowed a coniie iiiiiiioi‘tality» Tlio truth of such remote and auci&iit 
relics, wbioli cannot he proved by any human testimony, must be admitted 
by tlioao who boUeve in the miracles which they have performed. 


PROGRESS Off THE GREEKS (1237-12^1 A.D.) 

The Latins of Constantinople wore on all sides oncompassed and pressed: 
their sole hope, the last delay of their ruin, was in the division of their Greek 
and Bulgarian onomica; and of this hope they were deprived by the superior 
arms and policy of Vatatzes, emperor of Nieaja. Prom tlie Propontis to the 
rocky coast of Paniphylia, Asia was peaceful and prosperous under hia reign; 
and the evonta of every campaign extended his influence in Europe. The 
strong oitica of the bills of Macedonia and Thraeo were rescued from the 
Bulgarians 3 and their kingdom was circuin.soribed by its present and proper 
limits, along the southern banka of tho Dan¬ 
ube. The solo emperor of tho Bonmns could 
no longer brook that a lord of Epirus, a Com- 
iieniau prince of the West, should presume to 
dispute or share the Uouoiu's of the purple; 
and the humble DoiuoiriuH changed the colour 
of his buskins, and accepted with gratitude 
tliQ appollalioii of despot. His own subjects 
were exasperated by his baseness and inca¬ 
pacity 3 they implored tho protection of their 
supremo lord. 

After some resistance, tlie kingdom of Thes- 
salonica was united to tho empire of Nicaoa; 
and Vatatzea reigned without a competitor 
from the Turkish borders to tho Adriatio Gulf. 

The prinoGS of Europe honoured his merits and 
power 5 and had he subscribed an orthodox 
creed, it should seem that the jjopo would 
have abandoned, without reluctance, the Latin 
throne of Constantinople. Bub the death of 
Vatatzea, tho short and busy reign of Theo¬ 
dore, his son, and the helpless infancy of Iiis 
grandson John, suspended, the restoration of 
the Greeks. 

The young prince was otipressed by tho am¬ 
bition of bis guardian and colleague, Michael 
Pala3ologu8, who displayed the virtues and 
vices tluib belong to the founder of a now 
dj^nasty. The emperor Baldwin liad flattered 
Inmaelf that he might recover some provinces ^ TirmTHEHTir Centort 
or cities by an impotent negotiation. His am- CuvaADEa 

bassadors were dismissed from Niciea with 

mockery and contempt. Tho captivity of Villehardouin, prince of Achaia, 
deprived tlie Latins of the most aotivo and powerful vassal of tlieir expiring 
monarchy. The republics of Venice and Genoa disputed, in tlio first of their 
naval wars, the commaucl of the sea and the commerce of the East. Pride 
and interest attached the Venetians to the defence of Constantinoifle; their 
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rivals were fcomptod to promote the desigiis of her cncinios, and the alliaiice 
of the Genoese witli Urn selnsinatic oouquoror provoked the indignation of 
the Latin cliurcli. 


CONSTAN'riNOUUS KKOOVEUl'JP HV THIS GIllSRTCH (1201 A.D.) 

Intent in this great ohjoct, llie emporor Mleliiiol visiUnl in person and 
atrengthened the troops and forUneatioiis of Tlii’a( 3 e. I'lio remains of tho 
Latins wore driven from their last possessions; Im ussaiilteel ^vithont sneocaa 
tlio suburb of Galatn; and corrcspomhjd witli a perfidious baron, who proved 
■anwilling or unable to open tho gates of tho niotroiiolis. Tho next apring 
hia favourite general, Alexius SLr{itegopiilii.s, whom ho had doeoraled with 
the title of Crosar, passed the IleUespout with eight hundred horse and somo 
infantry, on a secret expedition. Tiio woakuoss of OonstaiiLino])lo, and Llio 
distress and terror of Lho Latina, worn fauiiluiv to the obsorvatiou of the vol- 
iinteei'-s; and they ropresontod tho prosont luomout as tho nio.st jirojiibions 
to surprise and conquest. A viisli youtli, tlie now governor of tlio Veuotian 
oolon 3 ^ liad sailed away with thirty galloya, and tho bost of tho Fronoh 
knights, on a wild expodlUon to DapUmusuu a town on tho lUuck Hou, iit tho 
diatanoo of forty loagues ; and the roinaiuing Latins woro without aLiongth 
or suspicion, Tlie}^ were informed that AIoxIuh hud passed tlio Hollespont; 
bub tlioir approhonsioua wore hUIod by tlio smallness of his original numbers, 
and their imprudeiico had not watoliod tho HuUsoquont inorcniso of liis army. 
If ho loft his main l)ody to second and support bis oporations, ho miglit 
ndvaiiQe unpoi'coivod in tho night with tho choson dolacJDnonl. No sooiiGr 
liad Alexius passed tho thre.shold of tho Golden (into, tlian ho tromhled at 
ilia own raslumssj he paused, Im deliberated, till the dosperutu voluiituorH 
urged him forward, by tlio assurance that iu roti’cat lay the griiiitost and 
most inovUiiblo danger. Wiiilst the Ciosar kept hi.s regnlars iu linn array, 
tho commons dispersed ihomsolvcs on nU .<k\o.s; an ahirni aviih souiidod, and 
the threats of fire and pillage compelled lho citi*/,on.s to a duciHivo roHolution. 
Tlio Greoks of Constaiitinoplo roinoiuborod thoir native Kovei'uign.s 5 the 
Genocso morchants their recent alliaaco and Venutiun foos; every quiivLoi' 
was in armsj and tho air resounded witli a general aeelamatlon of “fjong 
life and victory to Micliael and Joannes, tho august einportn’.s of Lho lloniaiial" 

Their rival, Baldwin, was awakened hy lho yoiind; Iml the most pross- 
ing danger could not prompt him to draw liis Hword in the dofoiiee of a city 
which ho deserted, perhaps, with more ploasuiu than rogi-et. (lonslanli- 
noplo was irrecoverably lost; but tlio Jjatiii eniporor and the priucnjial fami¬ 
lies embarked on hoard llio VenoUan galloyK suid Hlcored for the isle of ICuhum, 
and afterwards for Italy, wlioro tho royal fugitive was ontoiLained hy tlio 
pope and tho Sicilian king with a mixturo of contempt uiid pity. 

From the loss of Coiwlanlinoplc to liia death, ho oonsuinod tlurtoeii 
years, solloiting tho Catholic powers in join in lue restoration; the losson 
had been familiar to Ills youth, nor was hia last exile nmro indigent or 
shainGful than his three former pilgrimages to tlio oonrls of ihirojiCi. Hia 
son Pliilippo was the heir of an ideal empiro; and the protoii.sions of hi.s 
daughter Catharine were tmusportod by her imivriago to Charhis of Valois, 
the brother of Philippe le Llel, king of Fraiioc. Tlio lioimo of Courtonai 
was ropresentod lu the female lino by siicecsslvo alUiiuces, till the title of 
emperor of Constaiitinoplo, too bulky and sonorous for a private name, niod- 
eatly expired in siloiioo and oblivion«r 
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TRACES LEFT BY THE FRANK DOMINATION IN THE GREEK EMPIRE 

Tlie crnsaclera had been able to destroy the Byzantine monarchy but 
were not able to recoiistimct it witli iirofit to fchoiiiselves. They had to 
combat not only with the Greeks, bnt all the various people they had helped 
to emancipate. In fact, their domination only served to awake and fortify 
Greek patriotism. “They did great good in Byzantium, both to Hellenism 
and religion j social distinctions were abolished ” (Satlias) —if nob abolished, 
at any rate modified. 

In the countries tliat tJie Latins held longest, as in tlie Morea, a certain 
fusion took place between eonquerois and conquered. Nicetas, Acropolitas, 
Pachymeres gave tlie name of gasmuli to the creole issue of the two races. 
TJio Freiicli dynasties of Athens and the Morea tended to Hellenism; the 
princes learned the language of their subjects, Greek stratiota and French 
cavaliers were treated as on equal footing; they respected the pronoiai of 
tliQ Hellenic cities as privileged and exempt from the Latin communities. 
There was a great logot]icf& and a proto oilicer of Aohaia as there had been 
a grand steward {seneschal) of Itoinania. In the French scliools the Greeks 
learned afrosli tlie meaning of civic liberty and the dignity of a warrior- 

laiidowiiGr.o 

It will bo necessary now to cast a glance back at the rise of that Greek 
power which had recovered itself thus eSectually after the retirement iu 1204 
of Theodore Lascaris and liis founding of a kingdom in Nicica.f* 
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THEODOni’l CO LASUAIIIS AND JOANNICS VATAT/.ICW (I20a-12Dd A.D.) 

The loHs of Coustantinoplo in 1204 liad restorod a monionlary vigfoiu’ to 
tho Gi’eoEa, Erom thoir palucoR, tlio princoB and nobles woro drWon into 
tliQ field; and the fragments of tlio fallings inonarohy wore grasped by tlie 
hands of the moat vigorous or Uio most Hkilfnl candidates. In tlui long and 
bavi'on pages of the Byzantiuo jumals, it would not bo an easy task to oqiial 
tlio two oburaotors of Theodore Lasoaris and Joannes Duuas Vatat/os, who 
had voplauted and upheld, the Roman standard in Nictoa in lUthyuia. Tho 
difference of thoir virtues was hapinly suited to the diversity of thoir situa* 
iion. In ilia flvst efforts, ibo fugitive Lascaris commanded only tbreo cities 
and two thousand soldiors; Ids reign was tho season of gonorous and active 
despair; in every military ojioratioa lie staked hi.s lifo and crown ; and his 
enemies, of the Hellespont and tho Mtcandor, wore surprisod by lii.s oclority 
and subdued by his boldness. 

A victorious reign of eighteen years expanded the xirinclpaUty oC Nicrou 
to the inagnitudo of an enipiro. TIio throno of his successor and son-in-law 
Vatatzes was founded on a moro solid basis, a larger Bcope, and ninro idonli- 
ful resources; and it was tho temper, as well us tho intorosfc, of Vatat/.os to 
calculate the risk, to expect the moment, and to iiiBuro tho huocohs of hia 
ambitious designs. In tlio decline of the Latins wo have briefly exposed 
tho progress of tlie Greeks, the jirndont iiiid gradual advaiiocH of a ennquoror 
who, in a reign of tliii-ty-thrco years, rescued the provincoB from untional 
and foreign usurpers, till ho iirossed on all aido.s the imporial city — a lenf- 
lesa and sapless trunk, which must fall at tho first alroke of tlic axe. 

But his interior and poaoefiil administration is still iiioro dosorving of 
notice and praise. The calamities of the times had wasted tho nuinbors and 
tile substance of tlio Greeks; the motivoa and the means of (igrioulturo were 
extirjiated; and the most fertile lands were left without cultivation or 
inhabitants. A portion of thia vneaut property waH occupied and improved 
by the command and for the benefit of tho oiujioror; a powerful liaiid and a 
vigilant eye supplied and surpassed, by n skilful managomont, the mimiie 
diligence of a private farmer. The royal domain boeamo tho garden and 
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grailiu-y of Asia; and, without impoverishing the people, tho Bovoreigri 
acquired a fund of miiocent and productive wealth. His drat wife was 
Irene, the daughter of Theodor© Luacaris, a woman more illustrious by her 
personal merit, the milder virtues of her sex, than by the blood of tho Angeli 
and Coinneni that flowed in hev veins and transmitted the inheritance of 
the empire. After her death lie was coaitracted to Anne, or Constance, a 
natural daughter of the emperor Frederick II; but as tho bride had not 
attained the years of puberty, Vatatzes placed in his solitary bed an Italian 
damsel of her train, and his amorous \veAkne.ss bestowed ou the concubine 
the honours, though not the title, of lawful oniprcss. The slaves of the 
Latins, without law or peace, applauded the happiness of their brethren who 
had resumed their national freedom; mid Vatatzes employed the laudable 
policy of convincing the Greeks of every dominion that it w'ns their iuterest 
to be enrolled in the number of his subjects. 


THEODORE (II) LAaCARlS AND JOANNES (IV) LASCAIIIS (1264-1259 A,D.) 

iV strong shade of degeneracy is visible between Joannes Vatatzes and 
lii.s sou Theodore. Yet the chnructcr of Theodore was not devoid of energy; 
ho had been educated in tho school of his fatlior, in the exercise of war and 
hunting. Constantinople was yet spared; but in the three years of a short 
reiffii he thrice led his armies into the heart of Bulgaria. Ills virtues were 
sullied by n choleric and suspicious temper. The cruelty of tlie emperor 
was exasperated by tho pangs of sickness, the approacli of a premature end, 
and tho suspicion of poison and magic. The lives and fortunes, the eyes 
and limbs, of liis kinsmen and nobles wore sacrificed to each sally of passion. 
In his last hours the emperor testified a wish to forgive and be forgiven, a 
just anxiety for the fate of Joannes, his son and successor, wlio, at the age 
of eight years, was condemned to tlio dangers of a long minority. His last 
choice entrusted the office of guardian to the sanctity of the patriarch Arae« 
nins, and to the courage of George Muznloii, the great domestio, who was 
equally distingnisliGcl by the royal favour and tho public hatred. The holy 
rites were interrupted by a sedition of the guards. Jluzaloii, Ihs brothers, 
and lii.s adherents were niressncred at tho foot of the altar; and the absent 
patriarcli was associated with a new collof^ue, with Micliaol Pnleeologus, the 
most illustrious in birth and merit of the Greek nobles. 


Michael (VIII) Paladoiajgus (1259-1282 a.d.) 

As early as tho iniddlo of the eleventh century, the noble race of the 
Palfoologi stands higli and conspicuous in the Byzantine Jiistory, It was 
tlio valiant George Palfeologus who placed the father of the Gomneni ou the 
throne; and his kinsmen, or descoiKlaiitg, continue in each generation to lend 
tho armies and councils of the state. In his early vouth Michael was pro¬ 
moted to tho office of constable, or comniaiidor of the French mercenaries; 
the private expense of a day never exceeded three pieces of gold ; but liis 
ambition was rapacious and profuse, and his gifts were doubled by the 
graces of his conversation and manners. The love of the sohliers and 
people excited ilie jealousy of the court; and Michael thrice escaped from 
the dangers in wliich he was involved by hia own imprudenee or that of his 
friend.s. 
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Under the rriga o[ Jii«iioo und VaLalzos, a <lispiito ai-nso betweon two 
officers, one of vvbojii aeciiscd tbc oilier of jiuiiiitiiiumg Ihf. liereditaiy right 
of the PfiliQQlogi. The was tlocUlccl, according (o the no\v jurispru¬ 

dence of tlie Latins, by singde combat J the dofendaut was overthrown; but 
ho persisted iu declaring' that himsoK sdono wna guilty, and that lie had 
uttered these rash or trcasonablo speeclma without llie apin'oluiLion or 
knowledge of his iiatron. 

Yot a cloud of suapioion hung over tho iunooeiioG of tUo coiiatablo; ho 
was still pursued by the whispers of nndcvolcnca; and a subtle enurtior, tho 
archbishop of Philadolpliia, urged him to accept the jiulgniout of God in tlio 
fiery proof of the ordeal. Threo days boforo tlio trial, tlm patient’s arm was 
enclosed in a bag iiad scenrod by tho royal signet; and it -was inemnbont on 
liim to boar a rod-hot ball of iron Ihrco times from Ibo alliir to tho rails of 
the sanctuary, without avUftco and without injury. 

PalfBologiis oludod tlie dangerous experiment ^yit]l sense and ploafjantvy. 
“I am a soldier,” said ho, ‘‘and will boldly enter tho lists with my aoousera; 
but a layman, a sinner like niysolf, is not ciulowod with the gift of miracles. 
Your piety, moat holy prolate, may doaorvo tho interposilieii of heaven, and 
from your hands I will roceivo tho fiery ^lobo, tho plodgo of my innoconco,” 
The archbishop atartod; tho cinporor .smiled; and tlio iibsoluiion or pardon 
of Mioliael was approved by now rewards and new services. 

In tho auecGodiug reign, us ho held tho govornmoiit of Nicma, ho was 
secretly inforniod that tho mind of tho aUsout princo was poi.sonod with jeal¬ 
ousy, and that death or bVm(liics.s would ho his fmnl reward. Insload. of 
awaiting tho rofcuru nud aontenco of Thoodoro, tho constablo with some fol¬ 
lowers eacapod from tho oity and tho ompiro; and tliongli bo was pUmdored 
by tho Thwaomaiis of tho desert, ho found a hoa]dtablo rofugo iu the court of 
the sultan, In tho ambiguous state of uu exile, MioJmel reoonoiled tho duties 
of gratitude and lovalfcy; drawing his sword against tho 'J^itars, admoui.sh- 
ing tho garrisons of the Homan limit, and promoting by lu« iidluouQo tho 
vestoratioii of peace, iu ^Yluch his iMvvdon and recall wero honourably in- 
oludcd. 

lYhilo lie guarded tlio Wo.st against tlio despot oC Epirus, Uticlmol was 
again auapocted and condenuied to the jialaoe; and giioh wore Ins loyalty 
and weivkncfts that ho submiUod to bo led in chains abovo six hundred miles 
from Duraz;zo to Hioroa, Tlio civility of tlio mossengor alleviated his di.s- 
grace; tho emporor'y sickness dtsipellcd his danger; and the last breath of 
Thoodoro ^YhiQll recounnonded his infant aon, at once ueknowledged tho in- 
nocenco and tlie power of Palcoologus. 

but Ins innooenco Imd been too unworthily treated, and his power wa.s 
too strongly felt, to curb an aspiring subject iu the fair held tluit was opened 
to his ambition. In the council after tho death ()f Theodore, lio was tlio 
first to pronormcB and tho last to violate the oath of uUegianco to Muzalou; 
and so dexterous wa.s his conduct tliat ho reaped the benefit wiUiout inour- 
ring the guilt, or at least tho reproach, of the subsoq'noiit jnassaevo. In tlio 
choice of a regent, he balanced the inteveaUi and passions of the candidates, 
turning their envy and hatred from himself against each other ; and forced 
every competitor to own that, after l\ia own claims, thosQ of Paheologus woro 
best entitled to the preference. 

Under the title of grand, duke, lio accepted or assumed during a long 
minority the active^ power.s of governnient; thg patriarch was si veno’able 
name; and the factious nobles w'‘ore seduced or oppressed by tho ascendant 
of his genius. Tlio fruits of the economy of Vaiatzos wore deposited in a 
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strong castle on the baiilcs of tlie Ilerraiis, in llic eiistotly of the fnithfiil Va- 
I’liiigians} the Gonsttiblc 1’eta.inetl his command or influence over the foreign 
troops. He employed the guai’da to possess tlio treasure, and the treasure to 
corrupt the guards j and wlnitsoovcr might be the abuse of the public inouev 
his character was above suspicion of private avarice. Ey Ijiinself, or by hia 
emissaries, he strove to persuade every i-ank of sni^jecls that their own pros¬ 
perity would rise in just proportion to the csfcabliahment of his authority. 
The weight of taxe.s was suspended, the perpetual themo of popular com¬ 
plaint, and he jirohihited the triiila by the ordeal and judicial combat. For 
the interest of the prince and people, -witiioul any selfish views for himself 
or his family, the great duke consented to guard and instruct the son of 
Theodore. It was afterwards agreed that Joannes and hliclmel alioiild be 
proclaimed as joint emperors, and raised on the buckler; but tlnit the pre¬ 
eminence sliouW be reserved for the birthright of the former. 


MiCI-rABL PALA20L0GTJ3 OHOWNEI) EMPEROJl (1260 A.D.) 

Palreologns was content j bub on the day of the coronation, and in the 
cathedral of Niesja, Ins zealous adlierontvS most vehemently urged the just 
priority of his ago and merit. The unsoasonablo dispute wag eluded by post¬ 
poning to a more convenient opportunity 
the coronation of Joannes Lascans; and ho 
\Yalkod with a slight diadem in the train 
of his guardian, who alone received the 
imperial crown from the haiidg of the 
patriarch. A full harvest of honours aiul 
eraployraonts was distributed among his 
friends by tlie grateful Palioologus. In his 
own family ho created a despot and two 
sebastoorators; Alexius Stiutegopulus was 
tlecotabed with the title of oicsav, and that 
veteran commander soon repaid Uie obliga¬ 
tion by restoring Constantinople, ns we have 
seen, to the Greek omperor. 

It was ill the second year of Ids reign, 
while he resided in the palace and gardens 
of Nymplucum, iioar Smyrna, that tho first 
messongor arrived at the dead of night; 
and tlie stupendous intelligenco was im¬ 
parled to Michael, after ho had been gently 
waked by the tender precaution of his sister Eidogia. Tho man was un- 
Irnowii or obscure; ho produced no letters from tho victorious crosar; nor 
could it easily be credited, after tho defeat of Vatatzes and the recent 
failure of Palinologus himself, tliat tho capital had been surjjrised. by a de¬ 
tachment of eight hundred soldiers. As un hostage, tho doubtful author 
was confined with the assurance of death or an ample recomjiense j and the 
court was left some hours in the anxiety of hope and fear, till the messen¬ 
gers of Alexius arrived with the aullienUo intelligence, and displayed the 
trophies of the conquest—the sword and aoeptre, the buskins and bonnet, 
of the usurper Baldwin, which he had dropped in las precipitate flight.^ 

[^Well inay Gvikcv/ con\a\cnt on tlUg event, “Tho very woi-at filoinl of lUq Gicelca did 
not seo that Iho regaining of Coiistantinopio was tho true heginning of the national misfortune-”] 
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IIETITRH AKI) nULE OP THE OllEEK EMPEROR 

So oagor -was tlio iiiipaUcnco of tho ptiiico tuul people, that Mieliaol matle 
hie triumpluil entry into Conatantiuoplo only twenty clays after the expulsion 
of tlie Latins. Tlio Golden Gate was thrown open at his approacli; the 
devout conqueror disinoimtod from hit» horse, and a miraciilons imago of Mary 
the Conductress was home before him, that tho divine Virgin in person might 
appear to conduot him to the lomplo of hor Son, the cathedral of St. Sophia. 
But after tho first transpiort of clcvothm and pride, lie sighed at the dreary 
prospect of solitude and ruin. The palace was doflled witli smoko and dirt 
and the groan intcmpcrauGC of tho Pvaulca; whole streets had been cousumod 
by fire, or were deoayed by the injurie.s of time ; tJio sacred and profane edi¬ 
fices were stripped of their ornninonts ; and, as if ihe^" were conscions of their 
approaching exile, the industry of the r4itins had boon confined to tho work 
of pillage ami (le.struGtion, Trade had expired under tho pressure of anarchy 
and distress, and the numbers of inhabitants had docrcftHed with tlic opalenoe 
of the city.'* 

Michael VIII was eager to offaeo Uio mark of foreign domination from 
the capital of tho empiro, and to repair tho injurioa of time; hut Ids plans 
were injudioious, and his .succosh oxtromoly limited. Ho aspired to bo the 
second founder of the city of OomstaiUinoplo, as well as of iho ICtisbern 
Roman Empire. Tho nobility of his donunions wore invited to inliabit 
the capital by iho gift of places and pemsious; trador-s wore attracted by 
lUonopolieH and privileges. Tlio wealth that ought to have boon expoudocl 
in restoring communications between tho di.sporscd and dissovored portions 
of the Greek nation, in repairing roads and bridges, was wasted in Imilding 
pnlacQS and adorning oluirchos in tho capital, where tlmy wore no longer 
reqvured Cov a duuluiaUod and impoverished population. Gvowds of imperial 
princes and princessea, despots and cmaars, olficors of .slate and courtiers, 
consumed the rovonuca which oug'ht to have covered tho frontier witli 
impregnable fortresses, and inainlttiiiod a disoiplinod staiuling army and a 
we5i-exef^?i.‘Ted fleet. Yet, while lamhiujfr the remmes to gratify 

his pride nnd acquire popularity, ho sacrinoocl tho general intorcats of the 
midcllo classes to a selfish and rapacious fiscal policy. 

All the property within tho walla of Oonatuntmoplo, whether it belonged 
to Greeks or Latins, was adjudged to tho imperial government by tho right 
of conquest; but their ancient posseasiona wore reatorod to tho great 
familie.s wlioae power he fearod, nnd to tho.ao individuala who.so anrvicoa 
he ■vvishecl to secure. Sites for building wore then IcuhccI to tho citizens 
for a fixed reut;^ yet tlio Greek govorninont was ro clo.spoUo, and Michael 
was so arbitrary in liia adininiatration, that tAvclvo years later ho protondod 
that tho concc8sion.s lie had granted lo private individuals wore merely aola 
of personal favour, and lio demnnUod tho payment of tlio rent for tho past 
twelve years, the collection of which ho enforced with inucli sovoriby. 
Miduiel used other frauds to bring the properly of his Bubjecta into tho 
public treasury, or to deprive them of a portion of the money justly duo to 
them by tho slate. Under tho pretext of ohang’ing’ tho typo of tho gold 
coinage, and oommemoiuting the roeovory of Constantinople by impressing 
an imago of its walls on the bezants, ho <lebaHOcl the standard of tlio mint, 
and issued coins containing only liftoou parts of gold and nino of alloy. 

While on one hand he reiidorcd property inseouro and impoverishod 
hia riubjeots, Im was stviying by other arrangements In iiioroiiso tho Grook 
liopnlatioii of the capital,in order to counterbalance tlio wnultli nnd induonco 
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o£ foreign traders. Numbers were drawn from the isbinds of the Archi¬ 
pelago, and a colony of Tzaconiuiis or Lacomaiis from Moiiemvasi.a and 
the neighbouring districts Nvere settled in the capital, -which sujjplied the 
imperial fleet with its beat aailors. But war, not commerce, waa the object 
of Michael’s care 5 and while he ^Yas endeavouring to increase the means 
of recruiting hia army and naY}^ he allowed Die Genoese to profit by his 
political errors, and render theraaelvoa masters of the commerce of the 
Black yea, and of great part of the carrying trade of the Greelc Empire. 
In the ineantimc, the fortifieatioiia of Constantinople were repaired; and 
when Charles of Anjou threatened to invade the East, a second line of 
wall was added to the fortifications on the land side, and the defences 
already existing towards the sea were slrengtliciicd. 

Michael VIII fulfilled all the stipulations of the treaty he had concluded 
with the Genoese. The public property of the republic of Venice was 
confiscated, and the Genoese were put in possession of the palace previously 
occupied by tlie bailly of the Venetians. The turbulent conduct of hie 
allies had already created dissatisfactiou in the mind of Michael, when their 
defeat by the Veiiotians before Monemvasia, and tlio fall of Baccanegra, 
-who had conoluded the treaty of Nymphanun in 1261 liy placing a party 
adverse to the Greek allianco in power, induced him to doubt the fidelity of 
their services, and he dismissed sixty Genoese gallcya which he had taken 
into his pay. Charles of Anjou soon after enectecl the conquest of the 
kingdom of Naples, and the Goiiocse government became more anxious to 
cultivate bis fviondsliLp tlian that of the Greek emperor. 

The cUaracter and conduct of Michael VlII typifies the spirit of Greek 
society from the recovery of Constantinople to the fall of the einpivo. It 
displays a strange ignorance of the value of frankness and lionesty in pub¬ 
lic buaiiioas, a constant suspicion of evoiy friend, restless intrigues to 
deceive every ally, and a wavering policy to eonciliato every iiowerful 
enemy. The consequence of this suspicion, plotting, and weakness, was 
that very soou no one trusted olUvir the ewvporor or the Greeks* The 
invasion of Italy by Charles of Anjou, and tlio pretensions of the pope to 
dispose of crowns, alarmed both Venice and Rlicliacl, and induced them 
to lorget all former grounds of hostility, and conclude a closer alliance lliau 
the Greek emperor had concluded with Genoa, with which he now declared 
war. This treaty is dated in June, 1205, about a month before Cluirles 
of Anjou received the crown of the Two Sicilies from the pope in the 
Lateral!. The stipulations are romarkablo botli in a political and commer¬ 
cial light. The emperor engaged to expel the Genoese from Constantinople, 
and not to conclude peace with tlicm except in concert with tlio republic. 
The Venetians engaged to lure their galleys to the emperor to seive even 
against the pope, the king of France, and Charles of Anjou, na well ns 
against the republics of Genoa, Pisa, uud Aiicoiia, and any prince or 
connnunity that might nttficlc the Greek Empire, 

At length, in the year 1275, the emperor Michael formed a now alliance 
with tlio Genoese; hut, in order to prevent their making the streets of Con¬ 
stantinople again the scone of their disorders, ho obliged them to establish 
their factory at Ilcraclea, on the Ih’opontis. Sonic years later they were 
allowed to transfer thoir settlement to Galata, forming a colony whioh soon 
deprived tJie Greeks of jiart of their trade iii the Black Sea. 

The morbid ambition of Michael PaUeologua was not satisfied until he 
was sole omporor. In defiance, therefore, of the repeated oaths by which ho 
had awoL’u to respect the rights of his ward, his colleague, and his sovereign 
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lie a-vailecl hiinaolf of tlio fii'sb favourable moment to cluLlirono the ini- 
fortiLuate boy who had been left neglected at Nica)a. On Ohriaimas Day, 
1201, tlio agents of Michael deprived Joannes IV oC his sight, though he had 
not attained the age of ten^ and he was declared to have forfeited the throne. 
The cruel and perjured emperor tlien ordered him to be immured in the fort 
of DacybiKti} where he remained neglected, and almost Corgoticn, for eight- 
and-tweiit}^ years, when his .•joliUuloVas broken in upon by Andronicus, the 
bigoted son of the hypocritical Michaol. The conscience of tlio bigot was 
uneasy on account of his father’s crimes, of which lie was enjoying the fruit; 
eo by a low Idud words he easily induced his imprisoned victim to make 
what was falsely termed a voluntary cession of all hia rights to tho imperial 
Grown. Tlio evil conacTuences of thus criino were deeply felt in the ompiic ; 
for the clorgy, the nobility, and tho people, had all participated in the system 
of corruption and peonlatio]i by which Miclmel VIll had smootlied tlie way 
for his usurpation. The violation of every soniiiuont of honour, palrictism, 
and virtue was so iniqnitovLs that the public ehaructor of the Greek nation 
was degraded by its obsequiousness on lliis occasion; and tho foolings of tlie 
people in the provinces of tho east, as well jia in western Europe, avenged 
the miaforfciuies of Joannes. Michael Jhvlaiologus hud luLhorto );oou regarded 
as a bold, frank, and generous prineo; ho lioiicoforward showed himself a 
timid, hypooribioal, and cruel lyimt. 

The patriarch Arsonuis, who was ono of tho guardians of the dothvoned 
cmpoi’or, considered liimaelf bound to protest against tlio injustioo and 
perjury of Michao). Ho convoked an assembly of tbe prelates resident in 
Gojistaiitinople, and proposed that the roigningomporor slumld bo exooimnu- 
oiioated by tlie synod ; but too many of tho clorgy had boon parLieipaloryin tlio 
iutiigftcs of 'Mlobaei, and wove onjoyiug Uw vew.wdvi o£ Uwiv 
for such a measure to meet witli uuy stipport, Ansonine, therefore, on his 
own authority as patriarch, interdicted Micliacl from all religious rites ; but 
ho did not venture to prouonnee tho usual form of words, which deprived 
luu\ o£ the o£ the orUvod^x. The Gvebk church, under the Ewhcologi, 

waa tainted with the same spirit of half moasurc.s and baso tergiversation 
which marks the imperial adiniiUHtratioii. TTie ouipovor iicoepled the modified 
censure of the ehiircli as just, and hypocritically requested tliat bi.s pomineo 
miglit bo assigned. By obtaining bis dispensation in thi.s manner, ho ex¬ 
pected that piiblie opiJiion would render the church an uocosHaiy alter the fiioL, 
wliilo he secured to himself an additional guarantee for tlio enjoyment of the 
fruits of his crime. Confidoiitin his power, ho puiii.shed with oruolty all who 
ventured to express publicly their compassion for tlioir dothronod oinporor. 

Though the family of Yatatzes had boon uiniopular aniojig the nobility, 
it was beloved by the Asiatic Greeks, and especially by tlie mountaiiioers of 
Bithynia. Tho people in the vicinity of Nicma took up nrnis to avenge 
Joannes IV, and their insurrection was Hiippresscd willi groat dilboulty. A 
blind boy, who was found wandering in the ncighboiirliood, was supposed to 
be their legitimate sovereign, tlie victim of MichaoTs treachory. 'blio war¬ 
like peasantry flow to arms, and rendered tlicmaelvos masters of tho forts 
and inoiiiitain passes. Tlie advance of tho imperial troop,s sent to aupprosi) 
the revolt was impeded by those famous archery who had proviously formocl 
one of the most effcotivo bodies in the emperor's army, Every ravine was 
contesiocl, and every advantage dearly pnrcliusod. The imperial troop.s at 
last subdued the country by adoiiting the policy by which tlio Tuiks ox- 
tended their conquests. The habitations were destroyed, and the foroflts 
were burned down, so that the native population had no moans of obtaining 
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subsistence, -wliile the aolcliers of Michael became masters of the country, 
under the cover of their widespread conflagrations, TJie resonrees of this 
flourishing province were ruined, and its population was so diminished that, 
when the Ottoman Turks attacked the empire, tlie renowned archers of 
BiUiynia and llie mountain militia had ceased to exist. 


THE P110VINGE9 OE THE EMPIIlE 



A TwEtimr Cbmtubv Cnoss-oow 


The change which is visible in the condition of the Asiatic provinces of 
the empire towards the end of the reign of Michael VIII must bo attentively 
observed. When he mounted tlie throne, tho power of the Seljuk empire 
was so broken by the conquests of the Moguls, and the energy of the Greek 

population was so great, in consequence of the 
wise government of Joannes III and Theodore 
II, tliut tlie Greeks undei- the Turkish dominion 

.seemed on the eve of 
regaining their inde¬ 
pendence. Azeddin 
Kaikiis II, sultan of 
Iconinnijwas an exiloj 
his brother Rokiied- 
din ruled only a small 

part of the Seljuk empire of Eum; for Hnlaku, the brother 
of the great khans Maiigku and ICublai, possessed tJie greater 
part of Asia Minor, and many Turkish tribes lived in a state 
of independence. The cruelty and rapacity of Miohaers gov- 
erinnont, and the venality and extortion wliicli he tolerated among the 
imperial officers and administrators, arrested the progress of the Greek 
nation, and prepared the way for its rapid decline. The jealousy which 
Michael showed of all marks of national independence, and the fear lie 
entertained of opposition, arc strong characteristics of his policy. So ra» 
paoious was the imperial treasury that the historian Pachymeres, though a 
courtier, believed that the emperor Michael syatemaLioally weakened the 
power of the Greek population n*om lus fear of rebellion. The consequence 
was that the whole country beyond the Saiigarius, and the mountains which 
give rise to the Rhyndacus and Maccstus, were occupied by the Turks, who 
were often invited by tlie inhabitants to take possession of the small towng. 

Aa the reign of blichael YIII advanced, the encroachments of the nomad 
Tinks hecamo more daring. Joannes Piiheologus, who had for eoino time 
restrained their incursions, was by his brother’s jealousy deprived of all mili¬ 
tary command; and Aiidronicus, the emperor's eldest son, was sent to the 
frontier as comnuindei'-in-chief. In the year 1280 the incapacity of the 
young princo threw all the iinpoi'ial provinces open to invasion. Nestougus, 
who commanded in the city of Hyssa, was defeated and taken prisoner. 
Nyssa was taken, and the Turks tlien laid siege to Tralles, which had been 
recently rebuilt and repeopled. The Turlus at last formed a breach in the 
walls by sapping, and tlien carried the city by storm. The inhabitants v'ho 
escaped the massacre wore reduced to slavery. 

About the same time Michael VIII iisurpod his place on the throne of 
the Greek Empire, a small Turkish tribe made its first appearance in the 
Seljiik empire. Othman, who gave liis iiamo to this new band of immigranta, 
i.s said to have been born in the year 1258, and his father, Eitogrul, entered 
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Uio Soliuk empivo aa tlio chief of only four ImiulrGcI familiey; ycl Orlcliaii, 
the son of Otlimau, la.id the foundiiLiona of the inslifciitions and power of the 
Ottoman empire, No nation over itioreased so rapidly from suoh small be- 
RiiininD's, and no governuienfc over constituted itself with greater sagacity 
than the Ottoman; bub no force or prudence could have enabled this small 
tribe of nomads to rise with suoh rapidity to power, had it not been that the 
emperor Michael and the Greek nation were paralysed by political and moral 
corruption, and both left behind Umiu descendants ccinally wank and worth¬ 
less. When history records that Mioluicl I’aUcologus recovered possession 
of Constantinople by accident, it oii^ht also to proclaim that, by hia deliber¬ 
ate policy, he prepared the way for tl»o ruin of tlie Greek race and the con¬ 
quest of Constantinople by the Ottoman Turks. TJiero is no other instance 
in history of a nation so mimeroud, so wealthy, mid so civilised, as the 
Greeks were in tlio fourteenth century, having boon permanently subdued 
by an enemy so inferior in political and military rcsource.s. The circum¬ 
stance becomes the more disgraceful as its explanation must bo sought in 
social and moral causes. 

The rebellion of his subjects in Asia made Michael anxious to secure 
peace in Europe. In ordor to connlorlialanco the successes of iJio despot of 
Epirus, and dispose him to conclude a treaty, Michael resolved to roleaso the 
Prince of Aohaia, who iiad boon taken priaonor at tho iialilo of Polagonia in 
1259. Williain Villehardouiii, prince of Achaia, was freed, tlio dcstruo- 
tion of the Latin Empire of Romania) from thoso feudal ties which connected 
him with the Uirono oi Ihxldwiu 11. ^ To obUdn hU liberty, ho consuiitccl to 
become a vassal of the Greek Empire, and lie re-established tlio imperial 
power in the Peloponnesus, by dolivoring up to Micliael tlio fortrcsscH of 
Moneravasia, Misibliiu, and Maina. On swearing iidclity to Mioluud VIII 
he was released from captivity, aftoi* having roinainod a prisoner for three 
years. The pope, however, wa.s so niiich alarmed at this example of a Cath¬ 
olic prince becoming a vas.sal of tho Greek emperor, tliat us soon as the 
Prince of Aoliaia was firmly eoLLled in his principality, his holinoss absolved 
him from ail his oaths and obligations to the Greek umporor. Pope Urban 
IV even went so far ns to proclaim u oi’uaado against IMicihacl, and to invito 
St. Louis to take tho command ; but tho king of Pranoc, who way much 
more deeply imbued Avitli the Christian spirit than the popo, declined the 
office, TJie crusade ended in a pai’ti.san warfare botwoon tho prinoo of 
Achaia and the governors Michael liad placed in tiio fortrosKcs of which ho 
had gained possession in tlio Pclopouncfms. 

Tho conquest of Naples by Oliarles of Anjou throulonod the Greclc iCinpiro 
with a new invasion. Under the auspices of Olomont IV a ti’caty was con¬ 
cluded between tlie dethroned emperor Baldwin, Oliarlos of Anjou, and 
William, prince of Achaia, by which Baldwin coded to Oharlos tlio su/.orainty 
of Achaia, and the prinoo agreed to transfer hia allegianoo from tlio titular 
emperor to the king of Naples, who bad already oblainod tlio ahsoluto sovor- 
eigiity of Corfu, and of tJic cities of Epirus, given by tho despot Miohaol II 
ns dowry to liis dauglilor, who married Manfred, king of Sicily, In return, 
Charles of Anjou engaged to fnrniah Baldwin with a force ol two thousand 
knights and their followers, to enable him to invado tho Greek Empire. 
Tliis treaty was concluded at Viterbo on tho 27lh of May, 12C7. Its stipu¬ 
lations alarmed l^Iicliael Palieologus, who had already involved liimaeU in 
ecolcsiastical quarrels with liis subjeeta; and in order to delay an attack on 
Constantinople, he sent an embassy to Popo Olomont IV, proposing nioasurcs 
for effecting a union of tlio Greek and Latin cliurches. On this ocoasiou 
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jMichaoI waa relieved from fear by Conradiii’y invasion of the Jciiigdoin of 
Naples* which enabled him to conoludo a truce witli the prince of Aohaia. 
He then neglected, his overtures to the pope, and turnecl all liis attention to 
fitting out a fleet, which he manned with gasmuli^ Tzaconians, and Greeks 
of the Archipelago. The insincere negotiations of Jilichael for a union witli 
the Homan cliurcli were often renewed under the pressure of fear of invasion 
from abroad, and droad of insurrection at lionio. The weakness caused by 
the opposition of the Greek clerg’yfind people to his authorifcj’, eiicouniged 
the enterprises of his foi-eign enemies, while the entangled welj of his ‘diplo¬ 
macy, taking a new forni at every change of his personal interests, at last 
involved him so iiiextriGabl 3 ' in its meshes that he had no means of eoiiceiil- 
iiig his bad faith, cruelty, and hypocrisy. 

Ill tlie year 1271 the treachery of Androniciis Tnrclmiiiotes, the emperor’s 
nephew, reanimated the war in Tlie.ssaly. Having invited the Tatars to 
invade the empire from the north, he abandoned Mount Hremus, of which he 
was governor, to their ravages, and fled to Joannes Ducas, prince of theVlakhs, 
his fnther-in-law, whom he persuaded to invade Thessaly. The emperor sent 
his brother, Joannes Palicologus, with an army of forty thousand men and 
a fleet of sixty-tlireo ^alloys, to re-establish the imperial supremacy. Joannes 
Diioaa was besieged in his capital, Ncopatras, and the place was reduced to 
the last extremity, when tlie prince pa.ssed through the hostile camp in the 
disguise of a groom, to seek assistance from his Latin allies. Leading \i 
horsQ by the bridle he walked along, ciying out that his master had lost 
another horse, and would reward tlio fincler. AVhen he reached the plain of 
the Sperchiua he mounted Ins liorse, and gained tlie territory of the Frank¬ 
ish niarq.^”3 of Loudonitza. TJie duke of Athens furnished him witli a band 
of three hundred knights* and ho returned to Ncopatras with such celerity 
tlnit lio surprised the imperial camp, and completely dispersed the army. 
Joaiiiies Palmologua e.'seaped to Dcinetriades CVolo), where his fleet was sta¬ 
tioned. A squadron coiupo.sed of VonoUan ships, and galleys of the duke of 
Naxos and of tlio barons of Negropont, was watcliing the imperial fleet. On 
heiiring of the total defeat of the army they attacked the atliniral Alexiu.^ 
Fliilanthropenus in the port, and were on the point of carrying the whole 
Greek fleet by boarding, when Joannes Palmologus reached the scene of action 
witli a part of the fugitive troops. Ho immediately conveyed a large body 
of soldiers lo the ships, and rGaiiiiiiaied the sailors. The Latins were com¬ 
pelled to retire with the lo.ss of some of their own ships, but tlioy succeeded 
in carrying off several of the Greek galleys. 

In the following year tlie imperial fleet, under the command of Znclmria, 
the Genoose seigneur of Tliasos, defeated the Franks near Oreus in Eubcea 
and took Jean do la lloche, duke of Athens, prisoner. But, on the other 
hand, Joannes Ducas again routed the army in Thessaly, and by hia activity 
and military skill rendered himself the most redoubted enemy of Miobael; 
so that, when the majority of the Greelc population declared openly against 
the emperor’s project for a union with the Latin church, the prince of 
Wallacliiaii Thessaly became the champion of the orthodox church, and 
as.sembled a synod whioli excommunicated Michael 'VIII (1277). 

In the your 1278 Charles of Anjou would in all probability have besieged 
Constaiitiuoplo, had lie not been i)i*eveiited by the express commands of his 
suzerain, Pope Nicholas III, who was gained over by Michaers submission 
to expect the iinmediate union of the Greek with the papal oliurcli. But 
the elevation of Martin lY to the see of Rome changed its policy. The 
emperor hl'ichael was excoinmimicated, and, to render the excominmnoalron 
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more iiisuUing, he Avas vopvoacUoil with pei’secutiug Iho Grooka who oouaisi- 
eiitly abstained from lha own delusive compliauccH. Miolmol rovongcd him¬ 
self by oeasing to pray for the pope in tlio Easleni ohiirohcH. 

A league waa now forniod between Uio pope, the Icing of Naples, and the 
republic of Veiuco, for Iho eonquesfc of the Grook linipire, and a treaty was 
signed nt Orvieto on tho 3rd of July, 1281. The thuigcr was serious. Charles 
of Anjou promised to furnish eight thousand cavalry, and the Vonoiians 
engaged to arm forty galley.*!, in order to comiiieuco oporaiions in the spring 
o£l283. In the moaniimo a body of troops, under Uio command of Solinnm 
Rossi, was despatclicd to occupy Dyrrhaoliium and assist the Albanians, who 
had recently revolted against Michael. This expedition proved uiiHuccefts- 
iuH Rossi was taken prisoner while besieging Rclgnulo (Herat), end the Nca- 
polibans and Albanians wore o.omplotely defeated. Rut iho Greek cmpcror 
could only intrigue to avert tho great storm with whioli ho was thrcalonod 
W tho treaty of Orvioln, and in tho end lio was saved by tlio doodH of others. 
T\\q Sicihuu Vespers dolivered tho Grooks from all furlhor four of Charles 
of Anjou and of a French invasion, and Micliacl was able to smile at the 
impotent rago of Martin IV, and dcsj^iiso his oxcoinmnnieaLions. 

TJio vicinity of tho Ilulgarians, joined to lh(nr nalioiuil power and indu- 
euoo over the numbors of tlioir ooiiutryinou sottlod in tho Greek Empire, 
gave Mioiiael aoino uneasiness at the comiiicncoinont of his roign. Constun- 
tino, king of Bulgaria, had inarriod n sister of tho dethroned emperor Joannes 
IV, and ho was induced, l)y the feelings of his wife, by the intrigues of the 
fugitive sultan oC Iconium, and by tho hopes of UHsiHiauce from tho Mogul 
emperor, Ilulaku, to attack tho Greek Euipiro. Michael took (ho iichl 
against the Bulgarians, iiud iu the year i^Or) drove tl]om beyond Mount 
Ilomnus. A treaty wliicli the emporor concluded with a powerful Tatar 
chief named Nogay, and civil dissension among tlio BulgariiinH, roHovod 
Michael from all serious danger on his uorfchern frontier during tlic ronmin- 
dor of his I'cign. Tho affairs of Servia, also, gave tho omporor very littlo 
troahlo. 

Tho period of Greek history oinbruccd in tluj proHont chapter of this 
work, oxtonding through the ccnlui*y and a half during which the cm})irc of 
Constantinople was nilod with despotic sway by {.he dynasty of RahcologUM, 
is the moat degrading portion of tho national annals. Literary taste, ])oliLi- 
cal honesty, patriotic folding, miliUivy honour, civil llijoj-ty,' and judicial 
purity, seem all to have abandoned tho Greek ivtco, and public opinion would 
in all probability have had no existence — it would certainly liavo found no 
mode of expression—had not tho Grccdc olmrcU placed itself in oiiposi- 
tion to tlio impoi’ial governiMcnl, mid awakened in tho breasts of tho Grook 
people a spirit of partisanship on occlcsiastical qimsLioim wbi(}h prepared 
tho way for the open cxiiros.'jion of tho popular Avill, if not for tho actual 
formation of public opinion. Tho clmrcli wn.s converted into an arona 
■where political and socUtl disoontont of every kind arrayed their foreoH under 
tho banners of orthodoxy, heresy, or schism, as accident or pasHiou might 
determine. 

Tlie anxiety of the emperor Michael VIII to bo relieved from tho ocolo- 
siastical censurc.6 pronounced by tho patriarch Ansciiina against him, for bia 
treachery to hia pupil nud sovereign Joannc.s IV, wan tlio ooniinouooniont of 
his disputeo ■\villi tho Greek cluiroli, and of lu.s nogoliutioius ^Yitll iho popo.s, 
Michael solicited the patriarch to impose aouio poiiiiiieo on liini which might 
expiate hig crime, but Ar.senius could suggest nothing but reparation. 'I'ho 
emperor oojiaidered this tantamount to a sontenco of dolhroiumiont, and ho 
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determined to depose Arsenins. Arsenins ■\vns deposed, and exiled to Pro- 
coniiesus. Germanus, tlio bisliop of Hadrianoijolis, a mild and learned 
prelate, was named his successor. 

Even in his banishment Arsenins was considered to he the lawful patriarch 
by the majority of the orthodox, and he was visited by thousands who were 
anxious to hear his words and receive his blessing. The emperor was eager 
to punish him, but his popularity rendered it dangerous to attempt doing so 
in an arbitrary wjiy. A conspiracy was 
discovered against the emperor’s life, and 
some of the accused, when put to the tor¬ 
ture, declared that Arsenms was impli¬ 
cated in the plot. The examination of 
the affair was reniitted to a synod, which 
gratified the emperor by excommunicating 
Arsenina witliout waiting for his convic¬ 
tion. Germanus interceded for his prede¬ 
cessor. Arsenins was absolved from the 
accusatLon, and a pension of three hundred 
beaants was allowed him for his subsist¬ 
ence, granted from the privy purse of tlio 
empress; for it was believed that Arsonius 
would accept nothing from the excommu¬ 
nicated emperor. 

Tho courtiers of Michael wore as active 
in their ijilrigucs as ilio emperor. A parly 
in the church declared that the election 
of Germanus was invalid, for ho had been 
removed from tho see of Hadriaiiopolis in 
violation of tho canon which prohibits the 
translation of a liishop from one see to 
aiiotliev. The emperor’s confessor, Joseph, 
pronounced that tho new patriarch could 
not grant a legal absolution to the emperor 
in consequence of this defect in liis title 
to the pati'iavohal throne. Germanus soon 
perceived that both Michael and Joseph 
were encouraging opposition to his au¬ 
thority. Tie immediately resigned, and 
Joseiih was named liis fluccessor. Ihe eiu- TwELimr Centuiw Kniout, itf coax 
peror received his absolution as a matter op mah. 

of counse. Tho ceremony was performed 

at the gates of St. Sophia’s. Michael, nearly ai the patriarch’s feet, made 
his confession, and implored pardon. The patriarch rend the form of 
absolution. This form was repeated by every bisliop in succeBsion, and the 
emperor knelt before each in turn and received his pardon. Ho was then 
admitted into the church, and partook of tlio Holy Communiou, Ey this 
idle and pompous ceremony tho Greeks believed that their church could 
pardon perjury and legitimatise usurpation. _ j. -,r* l i 

About this time the treaty of Viterbo drew tho attention of Michael 
from the scliism of the Arsenitas to foreign policy, and liis grand object be¬ 
ing to detacli the pope from the alliance with Charles of Aiijou, he began to 
form intrigues, by inean-s of which li© hoped to delude the pope into the per¬ 
suasion that he was anxious and able to establish papal supremacy in the 
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Greek church ; while, on tlie other hand, he oxpocted to cheat the iJasterii 
clergy into making those conccssiona wliioli ho considorocl iiooossary for the 
success of his plans, on the ground that their campUanoo was a mere mattov 
of diplomacy* Gregory X know that it would bo easier to offoct the imioii 
of the Greek and Latin ohiirclies by the instrumejiiivlity of a Greek emperor 
than of foreign conqueror, lie iliorotoro prohibited Charles of Anjou, 
who held the orown of Naples as his vassal, from invading the empire ; but 
lie forced Michael, by fear of invasion, to assemble a synod at Oojistantiiio- 
ple, ill which, by cruelty and violence, the emperor succeeded in obtaining 
an aokiiowlodgmeut oC the papal BUprolnacJ^ The sovercst porsocution was 
necessary to compel the Greeks to sign tlio articles of union, and many fami¬ 
lies ouiigrated to Wallaclhan 'J'hcaaab^ and to the empire of Trobizoiid. Tlio 
union of the Greek and Latin uhurohoa was coinplotod in the year 12T't at 
the Council of Lyons.^ 

Wlien tho news of tins .submission roucUetl Oomstantinojilo tJiore was a 
general expression of indignation. The jintrinrch iTosepli, who opposed the 
union, was deposed, and Voccua, an eeclosiaatio of cmluanco, who Imd 
recently become a oonvort to tho Jiatin creed, wiis niunod in liis place. 
Tho soliisms in tho Greok olmrcU were now nmltipliod, for Joseph boramo 
tlie head of a new parly. Vnecus, Ivowcvcr, assembled a synod, and exooni« 
niuuicatod those moinbers of tho Greok clergy who rcfimud to rooogniso llio 
pope as tlio licacl of tho elmvch of Christ. NiccphoniH, despot of Lpirus, 
and his brolUor, Joannes Ducas, pvin(5C of Wnlluchia, protected tlio orthodox. 
Both were oxcoinuunucated; and the ompofor aont an army against Joannes 
Duoaa, whoso position in Thc.ssaly throatoned the tranquillity of hlaccdoniaj 
but tho imperial ollicers and troops showed no acUvity in a cause which they 
oonsidoved treason to their religion, and many of Uio emperor’s own rolations 
deserted. 

13y a scries of intrigues, lorgivoimtion, incuiuicss, and orucliy, jMiohacl 
succeeded in gaining his immcdiato object. Nioladas Ill, who nsoonded the 
papal throne in 1277, formally refused Charles of Anjou pormissioii to iiivndo 
tho Greclc Eniiilrc, and aont four mincioa to Gonslunlinoplo to coinplotc the 
muon of the churolios. Tho papal instruclion.s aro curious as an oxpo.siLiun 
of tho political views of the court of Home, and display asUito diplomacy, 
acting at the suggestions of grasping ambition, but blinded by ecolcsiastleal 
bigotry. Tho first object was to indiico all tho dignifcarioa of tho Greek 
church to sign the Homan formulary of doctrine, and to ))orsi'iado them 
to accept absolution for having lived separate from tlio llomiiii commun¬ 
ion j the second, to prevail on the omporor to rccoivo a cardinal legato at 
Constantinople. 

Before tho arrival of tho popo’s auibaHsadars, tho arbitrary conduct of 
Miclmcl had involved him in a qniuTel with his Jiow patriarch, V'ocouh, whom 
he was_ on tho point of duixwiiig. All hliulmora taloiUa for intrigue wore 
called into requisition, to prevent tho Greek olcvgy from breaking out into 
open rebellion during tlio stay of the popo’s umbassadorH, and cuncoal the 
state of his relations witli Veccus, who stood iugh at tho court of Koine. 
Bribes, cajolery, and inoanness on his pari, and seirLshnoss and suhsorviency 
on the x)ai't of the Eastern clergy, cnablod him to auoccod. But tho death 
of Nicliolas III in 1280 reiuloreil his intrigues unavailable, Martin IV, a 

ceremony took place OH llic 2iicl Pobmary, 1807» — I’vciivmuri.h/i' 1,207. 'fliu power of 
Micnael was despotic, and bis conduct arbitrary in tlio oxli'omo. To roiidor Veccus and Xlplil- 
llnus amenable to lus ecclesiastical reasoning, ho ordered. Uielr houses lo be dcstvojod and tliclv 
vinoyai'ds lo be looted out, --I’.\ciirMi:«Ls,rf 1,161, 166. 
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Frenchman, devoted to tho interests of Charlea of Anjou, became pope, 
lie openly displayed his hatred of Uio Greelcs, and cxcomnninicafccd Jlichaei 
as a hypocrite, who concealed his heresy. While Martin IV openly negoti¬ 
ated the treaty of Orvieto, Michael secretly aided the conspiracy of Procida. 

Tho condition of the Greek emperor was almost desperate. Ho was 
universally detested for his exaetions and persecutions, and a numerous 
and bigoted party was ready lo make any foreign attack the signal for a 
domestic revolution. Tho storm was about to burst on Michael’s head, when 
the fearful tragedy of the Sicilian Vespers broke the power of Charles of 
Anjou. 

Michael then quitted his capital to punish Joannes Ducas, whom he con¬ 
sidered almost as a rival; but death arrested his progress at Pacliomion, 
near Lysimnehia in Thrace, on the 11th of December, 1282, after a reign of 
twenty-four years. He was a type of the Constantinopolifcaii Greek nobles 
and oiHoiala in the empire ho re-established and transmitted to liis descen¬ 
dants. He was selfish, hypocritical, able, and accomplishedj an inborn liar, 
vain, meddling, ambitious, cruel, and rapacious. Ha is renowned in lilstory 
as the restorer of the Eastern Empire; he ought to be execrated as the cor¬ 
rupter of the Greek race, for his reign affords a signal example of the extent 
to which a nation may be degraded by tho misconduct of it.9 sovereign, when 
it entrusts him with despotic power. 


ANDBONICUS II (1282-1326 A.D.) 

Andronicua II ascended the throne at the age of twenty*fonr, having been 
born about the time his father received the imperial crown at Nicioa. He had 
most of the defects of hU father’s chai*aoter, without his personal dignity 
and iiiililary talents. In youtli ho was destituto of vigour, in old ago of pru¬ 
dence. Ilis administration was marked by tho same habits of cunning and 
falsehood whioli had distinguished his father’s conduct; nndtlie consequence 
was that, towards tho end of liis long reign, ho was as generally despised as 
his father had been liated. In his private oharaotor ho was arbitrary, peevish, 
and religious ; in his public administration despotic, fond of meddling, 
industrious, and inconsequent. 

Ancli’onicua, eager to efface the .stain of liis own sinful compliance with 
the union of the churchesj allowed the body of his father to bo deprived of 
the usual funeral honours and public prayers. Tho empress, Michael’s 
widow, was compelled to abjure tho union, and to approve of tho indignities 
to liis memory, before her own name was inserted in the public prayers for 
the imperial family, The patriaroli Vecous was forced to resign, and his 
predecessor Josepli was reinstated on tho patriarchal throne. 

The bigotry of Androiiious induced him to sanction the establishment of 
a tribunal consisUng chiefly of monks, which was empowered to fix the 
penance to be performed by those who desired to obtain absolution from a 
general sentence of excommunication, launched against all who had com¬ 
municated with tho Latin church. As nearly the whole population of the 
empire hnd fallen under this sentence of excommunication, the power of the 
tribunal was unlimited. The rich were mulcted according to the sensibility 
of their coiisoienoQ and the malice of tlieir enemies, while ecclefliaatics obnox¬ 
ious to tho bigots were suspended from the exercise of their functions.^ 

P Weiray horo omit, as move properly belonging to religions history, tlio procession of patri¬ 
archs whom Anclromciis raised to power and wlio fairly cudgelled one anotbor with escommunl- 
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During* tlio earlier yc.ars ot tlio roigii o£ Aiulronicus the ptuver of tlio 
;'l 5 S excited no alarm. Ths garrisons in ilio frontier Cortvessos wore re^ 


duced, iliG number of the legions was dumuiahed, «uid many of the ships kept 
leatly for service by Michael VIII were laid up in tliu arseual. Audronicua 
I'omhred all the money he could divert from the nhliUivy and naval sorviceg 
for the Goiii't and tlie cliurcli. Tlio oHicers could only gain advancement by 



boat native troops. y- ^ a , 

feated the 'rurkiali Sultans, tlio Latin Giiipcrors, the kinga of Ikilg'arifi, and 
the Eronch knights of Aoluiia and Athcirs were uow disimndeil and neglected. 
Tlic slate maxim of imperial Home that no man who paid the land tax should 
bo allowed to bear arms, was again revivcil, uud nuircouarLCH and Turks 
plundered the Greek Empire, the CrotliH uiul Huns Jmd plundered the 
Romiui, 

Tlio Greek Empire of Con.staiitinopdo, at tho accession of Andronicii.s II, 
ombraoed tho whole coast of A-sia Minor, from tlio inoutli of tlio Saugurius 
to bho Bhodiau Purajaj but the nomud tribes who lived under tlio Seljnlc 
dominion wore daily pushing their incursions lurLhor and 
fiu’lhcr into the Greek ternLorios. In the year 121)0, tho 

rogulav army of tlui umpire 
continued to maintain a de¬ 
cided superiority in tho field 
over any Jbree tho Turks cnukl 
bring into action; but tho cni’clossnoss of the 
emperor, who loft tlio troop.s in Asia without 
pay, caused thi.s nogloclod army to hrealc out 
into rebellion. The Tui’kisli inorcomirioa in 
its ranks pliindorccl the (H’ook landlords; 
iJjo Orelanssold fchoir sorvioes to tlio liighcst; 
bidder. Alexius PhilanlhroponUH, who had 
successfully resisted the Scljuk tribes, was proclaimed emperor by his rohol- 
Uous troops, but allowed himself to bo takou prisouev, and wns deprived of 
sight. His .successor, Joannes Tarchauiotos vainly attomptod to reform the 
abuses, wliicli rendered tho army more opproasivo to tho emperor’s subjocta 
than dangerous to Ills ononiic.s. Tlio anarchy tliab prevailed in tho civil, 
militaiy, and ecclesiastical adinini.stration, reiulorcd lum powerless, and lie 
was eoiupelled to abandon the undertaking. 

In the year 1301, Miohaol, ilio clde.st son of Androiiious, who laid 
received the imporiiil title from his father in 1205, took tho command of 
the army in Aaia; ami about tho same lime a body of voteran warriors en¬ 
tered the imperial service, who, under an able goueral, would havo seeuved 
victory to the Greeks, Andronious allowed a colony of Alans to Hottlo iu 
Ills dominion, and about oigJit thon.sund, who hud Hcrvcd in tho Tatar wars 
beyond the Danube, wore unrolled in the Ilyzaiitinc .sorvioo. After a short 
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cations. Voccufi was cToposrd for Josopli, wl>o yioWeil to nrogorliifl, nf<ainHt wlioju tlio Arsonltea 
ooiifipii’oii; ho foil, aiu( AthuiiRSum laKlcd foiw yoaiR, leaving v/liolesalo excommunication In a 
jnv, wlijcli was not found for four j'cars, and cniisccl Iiimicuac confusion find tcirror iin til Athana¬ 
sius said iiG uad rovoUed it *omo years before ns aectcUy as lie had Involtcrt It. IIo was thou 
^stored tor a tuna, till lio was forced out for Neplion, who set a boltov table than Iho oniiioror. 
Crlycy.s followed, and then Griasimus, who wdsclioson l)ociin.so lie was old and doaf, but Iio<lipd in 
a ycav. iiis Bnccos.sor was Isaiah, whoso failure (o ho conipHant biought on many of Uio troubles 
of tho later civil wars.J r a j 
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term of service, they miiUnietl, deserted the camp aiid marched to the Helles¬ 
pont, laundering the Greek inhabitants o£ tlie country they passed through. 
The young emperor tlieii broke up his own camp, and, abandoning his head¬ 
quarters at Magnesia on the Hermns, retired to Pergainus, leaving the 
Turkisli tribes to extend their plundering expeditioas us far as Adraiiiyttiuni, 
Lampsacus, and Oyzicus. 

About the same time the Venetians and Genoese, who wore carrying on 
war, were so emboldened by the weakness of the Greek Empire and the 
neglected state of its marine that they pursued their hostilities in the port 
of Constantinople, while private vessels plundered the islands of the Pro¬ 
pontis within sight of the palace of Androuiens, and compelled him to ransom 
the captive inhabitantB by parading them beCove the\Yalls of the capital, 
suspended from the rigging of their ships. 

Rapid conquests were now made by the Seljuk emirs and a destructive 
warfare against the Greek race was carried on by the nomad tribes, who were 
more anxious to exterminate the agricultural population than to subdue 
them. The Greeks were everywhere in despair. In the empire of Trebiaond, 
matters were not much bettor than in the cinpii'c of Constantinople. J3ut it 
was in the provinces between Nicomedia and Smyrna, along tlie Propontis 
and the Higean, that the greatest confusion reigned. The roads to the coast 
were covered witli fugitives from the interior, endeavouring to save their 
property and famlhes. Thousands were left to perish from want, and 
thousands died from suffering. Whole provinces were deserted by their 
inljabitants, and became pasture lands for hordes of Turkoniany* In tlie 
course of a single generation, the Greek race and language disappeared from 
countries in wiiich it had been spoken for two thousand years, and Turkish 
oolonies took posRoaalou of iEolia and Ionia. Audronlcus II witnessed these 
dreadful calamities with foolings benumbed by piety; oven tlio extermination 
of the orthodox failed to animate his energy. 

After twelve years of preparation, Othinan ventured to attack the regular 
army of the Greok Empire, in tlie year 1301. The action took place at 
Bap’luoon, near Nicomedia. Pachymeres estimates the number of the imperial 
troop.s commanded by Mitzalon at only two thousaml, while the forces of 
Otlimnn consisted of five thousand. The Greek infantry fled, and their 
miscondxict was attributed to the dissatisfaction caused by the manner in 
wliich they had been deprived of tlieir liorses. The Alans fought bravely 
and covered the retreat to Nicomedia. Othinan now laid waste the whole 
of Bithyniu, from Nicomedia to Lopiidion. The suburbs of the town on the 
Asiatic shores of the Bosporus were burned by tlio Ottomans, whose forag¬ 
ing parties xvore sometimes visiblo from the towers of the imperial palace 
ill Constantinople. 

The disgraceful retreat of his .son Micliaol to Peges, induced Androniciis 
to change tlio military governors in Asia, instead of teaohing him the neces¬ 
sity of reforming the military system. The command of Nicomedia was 
entrusted to a Tatar chief who had recently embraced Christianity ; and by 
the marriage of this Tatar’s daughter with Suleiman, a Turkish emir, peace 
was restored to a small district and a bai'rior was formed against the inour- 
aiona of Othman. But tho unemployed Turkish troops transferred their 
services to other loaders, and carried on their incursions in more distant 
provinces. This preference of a Tatar general indicates a deep-rooted dis¬ 
trust of the courage and fidelity of the Greek nobles, as well as contempt for 
their mililary skill; and, indeed, a factions spirit, directed to personal in¬ 
terest, could alone liave caused the insensibility to national honour which 
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nmdo Oie nobles and tlio troops submit tamely to the insiilta they received 
from their emperor. Well might the bravo old Spaniard jMuutaiier declaro 
that God had stricken the Greek race with his curse, for every o]io could 
trample them down, 

A new crisis in the fate of the Byzantine Empire sucUlenly pregented 
itself by the arrival of an army of Spaniards, composed chiefly of Catalans 
and meji of Aragon j but this race of .strangers, hitherto unlcnown in the 
East, soon disappeared from the scene. They came and departed as if tliey 
were under the guidance of the destroying angel. In daring courage, steady 
discipline, and military skill, they were not surpassed by any Greek or 
Homan army. Their warlike deeds eutilled tlioin to rank aa a host of 
heroes j their individual acts made them appear a band of demons. They 
Inid proved invincible on every field of battle. They had broken tlie lances 
of the chivalry of France in many a wcll-fouglifc action ; and thoy were flrinly 
convinced that no troops on earth could encountor their shock. Guided by a 
sovereign like Leo III, or like Basil 11, tlioy miglit have conquevod the Seljiilc 
Turks, strangled Llie Ottoman power in its cradle, and carried the dotiblc- 
headed eagle of B^yzantinm victorious to the foot of J^lounfc T’auvus, and to 
the banks of the banubc, but Andronicus could noithor make tise of ilioir 
valour, nor secure their obodieucc. His own senseless intrigues roused their 
lioatile feelings ; and after thoy had made every tribe in tho Soljulc ompiro 
tremble for a moment, they turned on the Greek Empire, where tliey carried 
on their inhuman ravages with a degree of cruelty and rapacity which history 
cannot attempt to portray. Thoy laid both tlio empire and the Greolr nation 
prostrate in the dust, bleeding with wounds from which they never recovered. 

The Catalan Grand Company—for that is tho namo by wliicli tliin 
.Spanish army is known in tlio Eastern history — consisted of troops formed 
in the twenty years’ war that followed the Sicilian Vespers. “ 


IHE CAXAIiAN GRAND COWVANY 

After the peace of Sicily many tlionsauda of Genooso, Catalans, etc., who 
had fought by sea and land under tho standard of Anjou or Aragon, wore 
blended into one nation by tUo reaoinblance of thoir inannors and intorost. 
They lieard that the Greek provinces of A.sia were invaded Ijy the Tuiks; 
they re.solved to share the harvest of pay and plunder, and Frederick Icing 
of Sicily most liberally contributed tho means of their departure. Iii a war¬ 
fare of twenty years, a ship or a camp was become thoir country ; arms 
were their sole profession and property; valour was the only virfcuo tvluch 
they knew; tlieir women had imbibed tho fonrlesa temper of their lovorg and 
husbands; it was reported that, with a stroke of thoir brofid-swords, the 
Catalans could cleave .a horseman and a horse; aiul the report il.solf was ii 
powerful weapon. 

Roger de Flor was the most popular of thoir clue fa; and Ida pomomil 
merit over.slmdowed tho dignity of his prouder rivals of Aragon. The off¬ 
spring of a marriage between n German goutlomnii of tho court of Frodcriok 
the Second and a damsel of Brindisi, Bogor was auooQ3.sivGly a templar, an 
apostate, a pirate, and at length the riclieefc and nio.st powerful nchnirul of 
the Mediterranean. lie sailed from IMossma (Mo.ssnna) to Constantinople, 
with eighteen galleys, four great ships, and eight thousand adventurors; 
and his previous treaty was faithfully accomplished l>y Andronicus the 
older, who accepted with joy and terror this formidable auccour, A palace 
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WHS allotted for his reception, and a iiieco of tlio emperor was given in mar¬ 
riage to the valiant stranger, who was imraodiately created great dnlie or 
admiral of Romania. After a decent repose, he transported his troops over 
the Propontis, and boldly led them against the Turics; in two bloody battles 
thirty thousand of the Moslems were slain; he raised the siege of Phila¬ 
delphia, and deserved the name of the deliverer of Asia, 

But after a short season of prosperity, the cloud of slavery and ruin 
again burst on tliat unhappy province. TIio inhabitants escaped (says a 
Greek historian) from the smoke into the flames; and tlie hostility of the 
Turks was less pernicious than the friendship of the Catalans. The lives and 
fortunes which they had rescued, they considered as their own ; the willing 
or reluctant maid was saved from the race of circumcision for the embracoa 
of a Christian soldier; the exaction of fines and supplies was enforced by 
licentious rapine and arbitrary executions; and, on the resistance of Mag¬ 
nesia, the great duke besieged a city of tho Roman Empire. Tiiese disorders 
he excused by the wrongs and passions of a victorious army ; nor would hia 
own authority or person have been safe had ho dared to punish liis faithful 
followers, who were defrauded of the just and covenanted price of their 
servicQS, 

Tho threats and oomnlaints of Andronicus disclosed the nakedness of tho 
enii)ire. His golden bull had invited no more than livo hundred horse and a 
tliousand foot soldiers ; yet the crowds of voluntecTs, who mierated to the 
East, had been enlisted and fed bv his spontaneous bounty. While Ins brav¬ 
est allies were content with three byaants, or pieces of goU\, for then’ monthly 
pay, an ounce or even two oimcos of gold wore assigned to tJie Catalans, 
whose annual pension would thus amount to near £100 sterling; one of their 
chiefs had modestly rated at three hundred thousand crowns the value of his 
future merits; and above a million had been issued from tlie treasury for tho 
maintenance of these costly inerceiiarios. A cruel tax had been imposed 
on tho corn of the husbandman; oue-ihird was retrenched from the salaries 
of the public officers; and the standard of tho coin was so shamefully debased 
that of the four-and-twonty parts only five were of puro gold. 

At tliQ summons of the emperor, Roger evacuated a province which no 
longer supplied the materials of rnpino; but he refused to disporso hia troops; 
and while his stylo was respectful, bis conduct was independent and hostile. 
Tho grand duke of Romania condescended to accept tho title and ornaments 
of crosar; but he rejected the now proposal of the government of Asia with 
a subsidy of corn and money, on condition that he should reduce his troops 
to tlie Jiannlcss number of three thousand inoii. Assassination is tho hist 
I’Qfioiiroo of cowards. The cicsar was tempted to visit ilio royfil residonco of 
Iladrianopolis; in the apartment, and before tlie eyes of tho empresB, ho 
was stabbed by the Alan guards (1307). 

The loss of thoir leader intimidated the crowd of adventurers, who 
hoisted the sails of flight and were soon acatterod round the coasts of tho 
IMediterranean. But a veteran band of fifteen liundrecl Catalans, or French, 
stood linn in the strong foHress of GollipoU on tho Hellespont, displayed 
the banners of Aragon, and offered to revenge and justify their chief by an 
equal combat of ton or a hundred wurriors. Instead of accepting this bold 
defiance, the emperor Michael, the son and colloagaie of Andronicus, resolved 
to oppre.sa them with Uio weight of midtitndesj every nerve was strained to 
form an army of thirteen thousand horse and thirty thousand foot, and the 
Propontis was covered with tho ships of tho Greeks and Genoese. In two 
battles by sea and land, these mighty forces were eucountored and overthrown 

II. vf. — voTv, vix. r 
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by the despair and discipline of the Catfvlftiis; the young emperor fled to the 
palace j and an insufficient guard of light horse was left for the protection of 
tha open country. 

Victory rene\7ed the hopes and numbers of the adventurors j every nation 
was blended under the name and standard of the Grand Company} and three 
tlioiiaaiid Turkish proselytes deserted from the imperial service to join ting 
military association. In the loossessjon of Gallipoli tlio Oatalaiis intorcepted 
the trade of Constantinople and the Black Sea, while they spread their dev¬ 
astations oil either side of the Hellespont over the confines of Europe and 
Asia. To prevent their approacli, the greatest part of the Byzantine terri¬ 
tory was laid waste by the Gi’oeks themselves; the jiensants and their cattle 
retired into the city; and myriads of sheep and oxen, for which neither 
place nor food could bo procured, were miprofitably slaughtered on the same 
day. Four tiniea t)io emperor Androniciis sued for peace, and four limes ho 
was inflexibly repulsed, till the want of provisions and the discord of the chiefs 
compelled tlie Catalans to evacuate the banks of tlie Hellespont and the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the capital. After their separation from the Turks, tlie remains 
of the great company pursued their march througli Macedonia and Thessaly, 
to seek a new establiahment in the heart of Greece.^ 

At this point wo may take a glance briefly at the history of Athens, 
which fell into the bauds of the Catalans." 


The Duchy of Athens 

In the partition of the ompiro in 120*1 the principality of Athon.s and Thobca 
liad been assigned to Otto do la Rooho, a noble warrior of Burgundy, with 
the title of “great duke,’’ which the Latins understood in their own sense, 
and the Greeks more foolishly derived from the ago of Constantine. Otto 
followed the standard of the marquis of Moutforratj the ample stato which 
he acquired by a miracle of conduct or fortune was peaceably inliorited by 
his son and two grandsons, till the family, though not the nation, was 
changed, by the marriage of au heiress into the elder branch of the house of 
Brieime. 


WALTIOK DE miEl-lNNE AND CfiPHISUS 

The son of that marriage, Walter do Brienno, succeeded to the duchy of 
Athens ; and with the aid of some Catalan mercenaries, whom ho invosLofl 
with liefs, ho successively reduced above thirty castles of tho vassal or 
neighbouring lords. 

But when informed of the approach and ambitLoii of tho great company, 
he collected a force of seven huiKlred knights, sixty-four hundred horse, and 
eight thousand foot, and boldly met them on tho banks of tho rivor Cophisua 
in BcGotia, March 15,1311. The Catalau-s aniounled to no nioro tlinn tliirly- 
five hundred horse, and four thousand foot; but the deficiency of nuinbera 
was compensated by stratagem and order. They formed round tlicir camp 
nn artificial inundation; tho duke and liLs knights advanced witliout fear 
or precaution on tho verdant meadow ; their horse.s plunged into tho bog ; 
and he was cut iii pieces, with the greatest part of tho hh-enoh cavalry. 
Ilis family and nation were expelled; and his son WiiUor do Brienne, the 
titnlar clnkc of Athens, the tyrant of Florcuco, and the conslablo of France, 
lost his life in the field of Poitiers. 
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Attica and BoioiUi were the rewards of llio victorious Catalans ] they 
marrietl the widows and daughters of the slam 5 and during fourteen years 
tho great company was the terror of the Grecian states. Their factions 
drove tlieni to aolcnowledge the soveroignty of tho hoii.se of Aragon j and, 
during tho roniaiudcr of the foiirteeuth century, Athens, as a government or 
an appanage, was successively bestowed by the kings of Sicily, After the 
French and Catalans, the third dyjiasty was that of tho Acciajuoli, a family 
plebeian at Florcnec, potent at Naples, and sovereign in Greece. Athens, 
whioli they Smbelli.shed with new buildings, became tho capital of a state 
that extended over Thebes^ Argos, Corhitli, Delphi, and a part of Thessaly ; 
and their reign was finally determined by Muhammed II, who strangled tho 
last duke and educated liia sons in the discipline and religion of the seraglio.^ 
To return now to tlie affairs of the Byzantine emperors. 


ANDnojirious ir to the restouatton oif the pal/rolooi (isii-i36e a.d.) 

Tho Turki.sU auxiliaries returned home after tlio battle of Cephisus, 
1311, in order to enjoy the wealth they had ama.s.sed 111 the expedition. 
Tho omperor Androuicus allowed them to pass through the empire nnino' 
leated, 011 condition tliat they refrain from every net of pillage, ajid they 
reached the shore of the Hellespont, escoiTed by a corps of three thousand 



Greek cavalry. Tho imperial government could never aot either with hoii- 
e.sty or boldness. A plot was framed to disarm tJie Turks ns they were 
waiting for vessels to transport them over to Asia; but the Greeks wore 
now so nniversiilly distrusted that their plots had little chanco of succeed¬ 
ing, for everybody .suspected tlioir treachery and watched their proceedings. 
The Turks learned tlioir danger, surprised a neighbouring fort, and com¬ 
menced pUindoviug the country. T’he emperor Michael attacked them 
witli the Greek army, but defeat was his invariable companion. Khalil, 
tlie Turkish general, was a soldier formed in the sovoro discipline of the 
Catalan camp ; liis superior generalship and the perfect tactics of his troops 
gained a complete victory. TJie enrap, baggage, and imperial crown of 
Michael became tho spoil of the conquerors. IChalil gleaned the remains 
of tho Catalan ravages. 

Philos Pidajologus, a man remarkable for his virtue, aMicted by the 
sufferijigg of his fellow-countrymen, solicited tho emperor for permission to 
sorve against tlio Turks. Andronious, though he placed more confidence 
111 his piety tlian in the military operations he proposed, conferred on him 
tlie office of protostrator and authorised him to levy an army. Tho success 
of Philes proves that tho rnin of tho empire was caused by tho folly of 
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AndroJiicus and the corruption of the govemmcul. Philes envolled only 
veteran Greek soldiers, and selected officers of cxporionco, \vilhout, reference 
to birth and court favour. Constant exorcise and strict discipline soon 
restored tlio spirit of the By/autiiie army, and Philes led his men to encoun¬ 
ter a plundering expedition of tho Turks in the vicinity of Bizya, com¬ 
manded by Khalil in person. A bloody battle ensued, for tho Turks were 
too much accustomed to vanquish the Giecks to yield without a desperate 
contest. Philes, however, remained master of the liold, and followed up his 
success with such vigour that he soon besieged the Turks in their forti¬ 
fied camp, while the Byzantine fleet, aided by eight Genoese galleys, block¬ 
aded them by sea. After a fierce struggle, tlie camp was taken ; tho greater 
part of tile Turks were slain by the Greeks : the remainder were sold as 
slaves by tlie Genoese. The affair occurred in the year 1816. It may be 
con.sidered as the last scene of tho Catalan expedition, so that for twelve 
years the greater part of the Greek Empire of Constantinople liad been 
plundered and devastated by tho Catalan Grand Company and its Turkish 
auxiliaries. 

Other enemies had taken advantage of the weakness of tho einpiro dur¬ 
ing this calamitous period. Tho Seljulc Turks liad almost oomplotcd the 
conquest of Asia Minor; the Ottomans had extended their possessions on 
tliQ southoim shores of tho Propontis; the Oenoeso arrogated to thom- 
aelves the possession of several cities and islands, and various ohiofa seized 
different towns that were left without garrisons to defend tliem, and lived 
in a .state of piratical independonoo. Every bond of society appeared to be 
dissolved in the countries inhabited by tho Greek raco, and ovory slrangor, 
whether Mussulman or Christian, tlionght himself sirong enough to snbduo 
the Greeks. 

The mo,it important conquest of tho time, however, was that of Ilhodos, 
by tho Knights Hospitaller of St. John of Jerusalem, both from iU dura¬ 
bility and from the renown of tho conquerors. Andronicus sent an army 
to raise tho siege; but his troops were defeated, and the Iniights Look tho 
city of llhocles on tho 16th of August, 1810. As soYcreigns of this beautiful 
island they were long tho biilwaidc of Christian Europe against tho Turkish 
power; and tho memory of tho chivalrous youth who, for succcHsivo ages, 
round an early tomb at tliis verge uf tlio Christian world, will long shed 
a romantic colouring on tho liistory of Rhodes. They su-stainod tho declin¬ 
ing glory of a state of society that was liasloning to bocoino a vision of tho 
past; they wore tlie heroes of a class of which tho Norso .sca-king.s had boon 
the demigods. T'he little realm they governed as an independent state 
consisted of Rhodes, with tho neighbouring islands of Cos, Calymnos, Byrne, 
Leros, Nisyros, Tolos, and Chaleo ; on the opposite coiitiiieiib they possessed 
the classic city of Halicarnassus, and several strong forts, of whioli tho pic¬ 
turesque riniia still overhang tho sea. 

The emperor Andronicus If di.splaycd the same want of .sound judg¬ 
ment and right feeling in iiis private that he did in his public conduct, and 
Ilia hitter days were embittered by family dispute.s caused by his own folly 
and injustice. His .second wife, Irene of IMontfcrrat, persecuted him with 
demands to dismember tlie empire, in order to form appanage.s for her chil¬ 
dren. Andronicus re.sisted her solicitations at tho expcimo of a quarrel, and 
Irene long lived .separated from him at 'I'liessalonica. T'ho emperor Micliaol 
allowed his fatlior to control the arrangements of his family and rogiilalo 
his jnivate actions. Micliaol’s eldest son was named Aiidroniou.s. Ho 
wa.s the third enijieror of the name who occupied tho Byzantine throne. 
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but lie is kiiowji in history generally as Antlroiiiciis the Younger. When 
a ohild, ho ^va^i an especial lavourite with his gi-andfather, who directed 
his education. That education was undoubtedly a mixture of unwise indul¬ 
gence and capricious restraint. The young Anclronicus grew up a dissi¬ 
pated youth, aud hia debanehed habits produced a terrible tragedy in his 
family. He was informed that liis favourite mistress admitted another 
Lover, and he employed bravos to waylay lu« rival. It happened that on 
that very night his own brother Manuel lia.steiied quickly to the lady’s 
house, wliorc he expected to find Andronicus. Tlie nssassin.s mistook the 
despot for the lover, and l^lamiel was imirderod on the spot. The dreadful 
new.s reached their father Michael at ThessiUonica, where he wa.s residing 
in a declining state of health, Auguisli soon tevminuted hia life ( 1320 ). 

The young Andronicus was now lieir-npparent to the empire, if tlie 
expression be admissible iu a state without a fixed order of hereditary suo- 
cesaiou. Hul the invirdor ol Manuel clianged the affection of the old 
emperor into implacable Iiatred, and it was generally thought that the 
reigning sovereign had the power of naming his successor. The emperor 
Michael VIII had introduced the custom that a now oath ol allegiance 
should be talcon, whouovor a change occurred ui tlie order of succession. 
When Michael, tlie son of Andronicus IT, died, the new oath was adminis¬ 
tered in the name of Anclronicus II alone, and did not contain that of 
Andronicus III, who was the direct heir. It also contained a clause promis¬ 
ing implicit obedience to whomsoever he might declare emperor. Tliese 
clrciunstaiices indicated that lie intended to exclude his grandson from the 
throne ; nor was ho long in selecting a favourite on whom it was supposed 
he intended to confer llio imperial title. The choice was marked by the 
singuhirpervoi'soness wliich characterised many of his most importuiifc nets, 
lie had compolleci liis second son Constauthie to mnrry^ tiio daushter of his 
favourite iiiinlator, hluzalon. The incidents of tliis union wore ootli ridicu¬ 
lous nud disgraceful. Tho lady had been destined to be the bride of Tlieo- 
dove, the omporov’a brother, when it was discovored that she had already 
indulged in illicit intorcourso with one of lior relatives, and would have 
presented tho imperial family very prematurely with an intruder. Tlico- 
cloro broke off the match ; but the emperor, moved hy his attadmient to the 
failier, and by the ponitcnco of tho fair sinner, subsequently compelled his 
own son ConsiautiiiQ to marry her. The young prince thought himself 
entitled to have a bastard aa well as his wife. The youth was named 
Michael Cathariis, and became .so groat a favourito with hia granclfaUici’, 
the emperor Andronicus, that ho showed a disposition to adopt him as tho 
lieir to the cinpirc, but the reiJi’cseiitationa of his iniui.sters prevented this 
act of folly. 

TJio govorninent of tho old emperor was now generally unpopular; and 
IIS he was suspeotod of being anxiou.s to provoiit his grandson Aiidioniou.s 
from succeeding to the tlu*oiio, the cause ot tho prince was made the rally- 
ing-point of tho discontonted. The most disfcinguiahed partisans of Andi’oiii- 
cua tho Younger Avere Cantncuzeiius the historian, a man of the highest rank, 
of extensive connections among the Byzantine Rristooracy, of great wealth, 
ability, and military as well as literary aocomplislimoiits, but devoured by 
ambition, and overflowing with cunning and .self-conceit; Synadenus, a man 
of equal rank and talent; and Sir Janiii, n man of superior boldness and 
ability, but Avith a Avant of fixed principles and steady conduct that gave 
him the chfiraoler of a political advoiituror. With these it is nccessai'3’’ to 
mention Apocaucua, Avho was the ablest administrator and fiiiaiioier of the 
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party* The intrigues of the i^artisaTis of the young prince cUil not escape 
the attention of the eini>eror’s miiiistera, who would, doubtless, have main¬ 
tained order by nrrestiug the most dangerous, had not Androiiicns been 
more anxious to ijunish liis gTandgon, by depriving him of nil chance of 
succeediiio- to the empire, than to prevent a rebellion. He now resolved to 
bring the^pnnee to a pnVjhc lria\j and on Palm Sunday, 1&21, the young 
Andi’onicus was unexpectedly anmnionecl to the psikcc of Blacliernre. His 
partisans comprehended tliat tlie crisi.s of their own fate, as well as that of tlie 
prince, must be decided before sunset. Cantaciizenii.s and Synaclemis accord¬ 
ingly assembled their followers, and filled the palace with a force that so 
completely intimidated both tlie judges and the emperor that the prince was 
pardoned, and a feigned reconciliation took place between the grandfather 
and the grandson. 

Audronicus II re.solved to remove Oaulaciizonus and Synadenus from his 
gi’and.soii’.s society, for lie justly considered them us tlie authors of the plots 
atrainsb his govornnient. CaiUacuzouiis was named governor of Thessaly, 

Those officers collected as many 
troops as they wore able undor the 
pretonce of ropairing to their 
posts; and when their levies were 
completed tliey marched to Had- 
rianopolis, wlioro the young An. 
dxonicns joined them and raised 
the standard of robollion. 

The prince was popular} ho 
gained the people by proclaiming 
that the province of Tlinico was 
exempt from some of tlie most 
onerous taxes, and Ins morconarios 
enabled liim to advance against 
Constautiuoplo. Hut his sokUers, 
wlio oared little for jioUliciil (pics- 
tions, pillaged the inlmbitants 
wliorcvor they passed j band.? of 
I'obbers began to lay waste tbo ^’il- 
lago.s whioli had oscajicd destruc¬ 
tion from tlio Catalans and the 
Turks, and llio colloetors of the 
public revenue, availing tliemsolvos 
of these disorders, embezzled the money in tbeir hands. Cantaenzonns say.^ 
that the young Andronious was avcr.se to march against his graiuirathor, fear- 
ing lest hia army should storm Conslantinoplc. In order, ihorefore, to provent 
his grandfather from being dethroned, he Avroto secretly to the old emperor 
to advise that measures might be concerted to turn asido tho first ardour of 
his oAvn troops. A treaty was concluded at Rhegiiim, Avliorc the in'inuo luul 
establiehod his headquarters, by which tho rights of Audronicus tho Younger 
to the .succe.ssion of the empire were recognised, and ho was invested Avith 
tlie government of 'J’hrace from Solyinbria to Clirislopolls as his appanage. 

This peuiCQ Avas of very short duration. Tlio exaetiouH of tho prinev'H 
troops, and the iiitriguas of Sir .laiini and the ciiiperctr iiuhiocd several cities 
of 'I'lirace to desert tho party of tho young Androuieu.s. Heraelea received 
ail iinpcruil gai’rison, and tho priiico, finding that liLs cau.se wn.s losing ground, 
assembled his army and laid siege to tho city in November, 1321. llis troops 


and Synademis aa'us sent to ITUapos. 
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had clamoured for the renewal of tho war during the suimnerj they were 
averse to keep the field in winter, so that, when the attack on ITer«'\clea was 
defeated, the prince marched up to the walls of Constantinople. He had 
now few partisans in the capital, and he wag goon compelled to retire into 
winter quarters at Didyinoteiohog. A new treaty of peace was concluded at 
Epibateg in July, 1322, which removed some of the causes of dissatisfaction 
to both parties. 

On the 2ncl of February, 1326, Aiidroiiicus the Younger received the im¬ 
perial crown. This may be considered a pioof that the mmisters of the 
emperor had persuaded him to stifle all liis resentment, ami lay aside his 
aohemes for excluding his grandson from the throne. But in the following 
year the two emperors allowed the city of Priisa to bo taken by the Ottoman 
Turks, without either making an effort to relieve it. This fact seemed to 
prove that neither could allow his best officera and troops to succour this 
important city, lest his colleague should take advantage of their absence. 
Intrigues followed intrigues. 

Tlio civil war was renewed under circumstances extremely unfavourable 
to the old em^ieror, whose conduct rendered it inevitable. The people were 
universally disgusted with Ins despotism and injustice, and the young An- 
droniouB seems to have expected that they would have immediately admitted 
him into ConsLantinople. Finding that tins could not be effected, ho hast¬ 
ened into Macedonia in the midst of winter, leaving tlie protostrabor Syna- 
denue lo blockade tho capital. Liberal promises of reduced taxation, and 
the assurance that all arrears due to tho imperial treasury should be can¬ 
celled, insured his entry into most of tho towns, and rendered Ins march a 
triumph. Thessnlonica, Edessa, Caatoria, Uerma, Poingonia, Achrida, and 
Deabolia, opened thoir gates. TJic krall [king] of Servia, wlio consulted liis 
own interest, refused to assist tho oflicers of tho reigning emperor, and took 
advantage of the confusion to gain possession of tho frontier fortress of 
Prosacon. Struinbitza and Mclenicon wero the only strong pilaces that 
remained in tho possession of tho partisans of Aiidronicus II. 

While tlieso events happened, Syiiademis gained a eompleto victory over 
tho garrison of Constantinople, on its making an attempt to raise tho block¬ 
ade. When tho new-s of this victory reached Androiiicus, ho haatoned to 
the army boforo the walla of tlie capital. Treasonable assistance was soon 
secured, and on the night of Monday, May 23rd, 1328, a party of soldiers 
scaled tho walls; tlie garrmoii joined in proclaiming Androniotia III; tho 
gates wero tlirowu open, and the young emperor marched directly to tlio 
imperial palace lo assure his grandfather that, tlioiigh ho had ceased to 
govern, he would bo treated with all the honour due to a sovereign prince. 

Two yeans after the taking of Consbantiiiople, Aiidronicus III was attnoked 
by a serious illness, and his ministers feared lest his grandfather might again 
recover the throne. To prevent the possibility of this event, Synadenus 
compolled the old man Lo become a monk, and to sign a declaration that he 
would never .again mount the throne, nor pretend to dispose of tho empire 
in case of his grandson’s death. Andronicus II had already lost the use of 
hia eyes, and this, his last public act, was signed with two crosses, one in red 
ink as emperor and another in black as a humble monk. Tho patriarch 
Isaiah .sent to coiigratuhilo him on his change of life : the petulant old man 
regarded this message as an insult, and sent back some violent and probably 
not unjust reproaches to the head of the church. Ills name continued to 
be mentioned in tlio public prayers as the most religions and most Christian 
basilcus, tho monk Antony. One evening, after a literary party at which 
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his daiigliter Simonida was present, lie was suddenly seized with an illness 
w'liioh soon terminated his life. He expii-od on the IStli day of February, 
1382, in the sovonty-fourth year of liis age. 

Anclroiiicus II was a man who, with few personal vices, possessed many 
of the worst qualities of a Bovereign. Ho had capacity oiiougli to direct the 
whole civil and ecclesiastical business of the onipire, but was destitute of the 
judgment necesaary to direct it well. He rarely took a right step, and never 
at tTie proper time ; so that his petulant pride and pedantic despotism proved 
more ruinous to the empiro than the worst vices of many of his i)rGcleccssoi's. 
flis ecclesiastical bigotry especially served ns ail instrument of providence 
for effecting the ruin and degradation of the orthodox Eastern cliiirch, and 
of tlio Greek race. That tlie Greeks allowed themaolves to be so long misled 
and oppressed by so worthless and ^veak a sovereign, may peihaps be accepted 
as a proof that the nation was sunk in selfishness and bigotry like the 
cmi^eror.c 

Aiulrouioua III, now absolute monarch, showed great braveiy against tUo 
Turks, but lie could not stay their progress in Anatolia, nor prevent their 
descents on Europe. Neither could ho complete the conquest of Epirus nor 
live at peace with hia neighbours on tho peninsula. 

Ho died in 13-il, leaving his son, Joannes V (Palioologiis), a minor, iinclor 
the regency of his wife, Anne of Savoy. Tlio lord chamberlain, Cantaoiizo- 
iiua, affected at first to protect them, but his proteges soon found him too 
jjoAverful. They got up scandals about him, imprisoned his relatives, allowed 
the houses of hia partisans to bo destx’oyod. These latter forced liim to iako 
the crown under tho title of Joannes VI. Civil war again brolco out in the 
empire. Cantneuzenus allied hinisoK with Stephen, krall of Sevvin, and witli 
Omur Beg, the Seljuk emir of Ionia. Ann© of Savoy aakod help from the 
Intter'a rival, Orkhan, sultan of the Ottomans. 

Intrigue alternated with massaoro. Cantacuzonns contrived to gain over 
this same Orkhan by giving him his daughter Tlioodora. On both sides the 
infidels were autlioriscd to carry off Byzantine subjects, and tho porta and 
vc.ssels of tlio enipivo were placed at thoir disposal to enablo them to trans¬ 
port their captives into Asia. The foreigners took advantage of tho genoral 
anarchy to oppress tho provinces and towns. Tlio krall of Soi'via oonquerod 
Macedonia as far as Fhcrffi, and called himself czar of the Greeks and vSor- 
viaiis. The Genoese rotook Chioa, wliicli Andronicus III liacl .seized from 
them, and blockaded Constantinople, defended by otliov Italians, under 
Faociolati. 

Tho latter, wliilst tlie empress was giving a banquet to lier partisans, 
opened the Golden Gate to Caiitacuzcnua. Anno was obliged to ooiiie to nii 
agreement. It was arranged that Cantaciizcniw should be emperor lir.st, but 
only for ten years j that is, until Joannes V attained his Iwonty-firHt yoav. 
The partisans of neitlier side were satisfied with this transaction. 

So feeble was the empiro that tho Gciiocao venlurod to iinpoao their own 
will in tho very capital. Oantacuzeniis bad tried to roconsti-ucL an llollonit; 
navy, nud attempted to bring a little life into the port of Byzantium by low¬ 
ering the port duos. The Genoese cousiderod tliis injuriou.s to iJicir Galatian 
colony. They massacred the crew of a Grecian ship, and exacted that a 
large territory adjoining Galata shcmlcl be ceded to them. A war followed, 
which lasted four j^oars (1348-1362). To light tho Genoese tlio Greeks liad 
called in Venetian and Catalan llcota, A hloocly naval battle was fought 
under tlio very walls of the town, and the Greeks were vicf.orious. Canta- 
cuzeniis had to capitulate (May 6,1352) niid give them all they doimindcd. 
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Civil war also soon recoinineiicod. Tlie wliole country was horribly rav¬ 
aged. All Ottoman army under Suleiman (Solyniaii), son of Orldian and in 
Cantacuzenus’ jiay, carried off the inhabitants by thousands. Joannes V 
was despoiled of liia authority and private domains; in the room of the fal¬ 
len prince, Mattliiiia, son of Joannes VI, was associated with his fatlier and 
crowned emperor at St. Sophia (1354). Then, in 1365, with the coneur- 
renoe of Francesco Gattilusio and other Genoese, PalEeologns surprised and 
entered Constantinople. Ho had to negotiate. 

Joannes Y and Joannes VI continued to live in the palace with equal 
authority. Matthias was to keep the crown for life, as well as Hjulriauopoli.s. 
Lesbos had ceded its full sovereignly to Gattilusio (1355). 

Joanne.s VI did not feel at all secure. Perhaps lie felt remorse for hav¬ 
ing brought so many evils on the empire; perhaps he had a fit of religious 
fervour and contempt for worldly things, but at any rate he donned the 
monkish garb and retired into the convent of Mangana (1356). He only 
came out to join his prayers to the threats of Joannes V in order to make 
Matthias lay aside the purple (1357). 

By the abdication to winch ho had forced his son, the legitimate order of 
succession resumed its course in tho house of Palieologiis. Unhappily, the 
Greek Empire of the fourteenth century was not strong enough to stand 
the shocks of civil war. Irreparable losses in men, money, and territory 
wore inflioted on licr. Genoa and Venice were driving their talons deeper 
and deopev into her enfeebled body. The Greek Morea, and even Thessa- 
lonica, had grown used to doing aa they would. Finally, the different par¬ 
ties hud shown tho Ottomans methods which they wore not likely to forget.^ 


TII15 enUSADB oi!* THE XfOUIlTEBNTH 013NTURY 

Latin Europe alono could liavc saved the Greek Empire, but in tho four¬ 
teenth century she was worn out by wars with nation after nation, by tlie 
nnhigoujsm between tho Ilojiiaji pope lunl the Avjgjion pops^t oJJd even 
between oouncii and council. When a sovereign pontiff appeared authorised 
to speak in the namo of Europe, lie imposed, as the first condition to an 
uncertain union, tho recognition of his supremacy by tlie Eastern church. 

It would take too long to recall all the crusading projects which were 
raised in tho papal court of Avignon, and in that of tho French kings from 
Philqipo Ic Bel to Philippo VI of Valoia. Under Benedict XII, a fleet was 
placed under the ordens of tho legate Henry, patriarch in partibxis of Constan¬ 
tinople. Smynui whs taken from the Ionian emir, Onnir Beg (1348). Fift}'- 
two pirate ships wore destroyed by tho Cliristiaii fleet in sight of Atlios (1344). 

In 1366 Amadeu.s VI of Savoy, undo of Joannes V, appeared in Byzan¬ 
tine wators. He took Gallipoli and Sozopolis from tlie Turks, repulsed nn 
invasion of tho Bulgarians, took from them Mesembrin and Varna, and dic¬ 
tated a peace. In 1390, Louis II of Clonnont, duke of Bourbon, landed at 
Tunis, Afj'ica (Mehadia), but failed in the assault. 

Thus in the ’West tlie crusading spirit was not yet extinct. Many of 
these crusades inspired little love for the Greoian Empire. Among the 
numerous projects presented lo the popes and western sovereigna, there was 
ono urging that tho conquest of Byzantium was an indiapenBable preliminary 
to delivering the Holy Land. 

Tho f.ato of tlio empire wns scaled when Murad took iradrlanopolia in lOOl, following this 
Llio iiuxt year with tlio capturo of Pliilippoiwlis anti Serrea.] 
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Joannes V Palseologiia hoped, although this formidable Weslorn sword 
was ill so many bauds, to turn it against the enemies of the empire. So 
pressing was the danger, that the head of the ortliodox church liad to con- 
sent to go and kneel at Home before Pope Urban V (1369). Unfortunately 
the resources of the pope had been exhausted by the last enterprise. At 
Venice Joannes V had to borrow, at high interest, enough money to con- 
tiiiii© Ilia journey. After a fruitless tour in the south of France, as Joannes 
V was passing through Venice, quite unable to repay the loan, lie was im¬ 
prisoned at the request of his creditors. Thus the sacred person of the heir 
of Conataiitiue tlio Great was kept in pledge by Venetian usurers. 


THE EMPIRE TKIBUTARV TO THE TURKS 

Joannes V luid two sons, botween whom ho had divided his dominions 
beforehand. The elder, Andronicus, had been assooiaied with the emperor ; 
tlio second, jManuel, was governor of Thessaly. The emperor first addressed 
himself to the cider, begging him to collect funds for his ransom. Androiii- 
CU6 coldly replied that the treasury was empty. In truth, ho was in no 
hurry to hasten tho return of his father and colleague. Manuel Imd more 
pity. He mortgagod hia lands and sent tho money, 

Whou Joannes rctuvnod to Constantinoplo ho rewarded tho two sons 
according to their deserts. Andronicus he disgraced, and nssooiaied Manuel 
with him in the empire. Abandoned by all his eupportors, lie consented to 
pay tribute to Murad I in 1381. Then, under tlie weight of crushing iiocos- 
sities, ho had to sustain a further humiliation. Besides tho tributo, ho prom* 
isod Murad to furnish a military conlingenl, and to givo him oiio of his sons 
as liostagc. 

Tlio Grook Empire now found itself in oxactly tho samo position with 
regard to the Turks as tho Russian princes woro in relation to the khans of 
the Golden Horde. Liko tho princes of Moscow, Tver, and Ryazan, the bit* 
silous only oxiated by subiuitliiig to huiniliations; like them, ho bad to oringo 
to the horde. Ilis situation was wonso than theirs; tlio khan only asked from 
the Russian kniuzes tribute, obedience, and a military contingent. What 
more could lie liiid to tempt liis nvarico in poverty-atrickon Russia? Tlio 
relations of the sultan and the basilous were not the same. Tho one could not 
pardon the oilier for perpetuating his memory in ii oily that was to bo tho 
capital of tho now empire. The exactions were therefore more severe, 
the liuiniliations more cruelly calculated, tho desire for spoliation \m\h inox- 
tinguishable. Joannes V ended his misorablc life in 1391, and his son Man¬ 
uel succeeded him. 

Of all the Palaiologi,!Maunel was tho most cultivated and the most gen¬ 
erous. He only felt tlio more slianio at the degradation of tho times. Per¬ 
haps be may best be compared with tho Ruasian prince, Alexander Novski.'^ 




CHAPTER XI 

MANUEL II TO THE FALL OF CONSTANTINOPLE 

[i.m-ii63 A D.j 

MAKUBL II (1301-1300 A.D.) 

The emperor Manuel was at Brusa* when he heard of liis father’s death. 
He was generally eateemecl, being neither destitute of talent nor personal 
oourage, while iiis disposition wns mild and conciliatory. Before Bajazet was 
informed of the death of Joannes V tho new emperor had made his escape, and 
reached Oonstantinoplo in safety ; but the sultan treated him as a rebellious 
vaaaal in conaequenco of hia secret departure. Joannes Palicologus, tho son 
of Aiidronioua, who luul succeeded Ins fallier in the appanage of Selymbria, 
was encouraged to claim the empiro in virtue of ilic treaty of 1881, by 
which the succession had boen secured to his fatlier and himself. A body of 
Tui’ldsli troops wixH insiniotcd to ravage the Greek territory up to tho very 
walls of Constantinople; but other matters calling for Bajazet’s care, he 
accepted the submission of Maniiol, and tho Greek emperor again appeared 
as a vassal at tho Sublime Porto. 

The ambition of Bajazet was unlioiuidod., and his love of war was iutlamed 
by an inordinate conlidenco in his own military talents, and in tho power of 
tho Ottoman army. IIo despised tho Christians, and considered it his first 
duty to reduce thorn to the condition of subjects, if not of slave.'j. TJie j^osi- 
tion of Manuel was therefore as dangoi'ou.s as it was degrading j for although 
the spectacle of a Roman emperor standing as a suppliant before his throne 
sootlied the pride of Dnjazet, it was apparent that his vanity would reodily 
yield to his ambition, if an opportunity presented of gaining ConstaiitinoplB, 

For several years Bajnzot was employed consolidating his dominions both 
in Europe and Asia, and he was compoHod to watch the movomouts of tho 
western powers, which threatened him witli a new crusade. At last, when 
Sigismnnd, king of Hungary, was about to invade the Ottoman dominions, tho 
sultan convoked an assembly of the Christian princes who were then Ins vaa- 
sala, in order to provoiit their combining to assist the invaders. Manuel, the 
Greek emperor, Joannes, despot of Selymbria, Theodore, despot of the Felo- 
ponnesna, Btopben, king of Sovvm, Dsugam, the een oC Tmeo, 

prince of the valley of tlie Vardur, and several Greek, Servian, Bulgarian, 


[I T)io n.'unc given to ancient Fiusa arici il fell into Uio hniuU of the Tiuks.] 
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iind Albanian chieEis oC less importance, wlio were already indcpeiideut, 
appeared in tlie Ottoman camp al Serrcs. Cii'ciimstiiiices induced the 
emperor Mauuol and the despot Theodore to believe that their correapond- 
ence with the pope ivaa known to the sultan, aud tluit their lives were in 
danger. They both fled, and gained their own states in safety. Joannes of 
Selymbria remained to profit by the flight of his uiicIgh ; but Bajazet could 
only attend to the Hungarian wai'. llis brilliant victory at Nicopolis in 
1396 taught all Europe tliat the discipline of the jani'/arios was more than a 
watch for tlie valour of the cliivalry of Fviince, and left him at liberty to 
punish tlio Greek princes for their desertion. Ho immediately turned Ids 
arms against tlie despot Theodore, and marched in person into Tliessaly. 
The bishop of Phocis was the first traitor who joined tho Mussulmans, and 
urged them to conquer Greece. Tho Walhicliiaiis of Tliessaly and the widow 
of the count of Galona submitted to the terms imposed on tiiem; and the 
sultan, seeing that no resiataiico would be offered to Ids troop.s by tlie Greeks 
in tho Peloponnesus, turned back to Thrace. His generals, Yakub and 
Evrenus, took Oorintli and Argos j while Theodore shut himself up within 
the walls of Misithra, and contemplated tho ruin of his subjects without 
waking an effort to save thorn. Tho Ottoman army, after ravaging groat 
part of tho peninsula, retired, carrying away immense booty and tldrty 
thousand prisoners, whom they sold as slaves. 

As Bajazet was not master of a sufiicieut naval force to attempt blockad¬ 
ing Constantinople, ho resolved to undormino the power of Mmniol in such 
a way as would be least likely to awaken tho jealousy of tho commercial 
republics of Italy. He fanned the flames of family discord, which shod their 
lurid light on the records of the house of Palteoiogus by acknowledging 
Joannes, despot of Selymbria, as tho lawful emperor of Constantinople and 
supplying him with a Turkish army to blockade Manuel by land. 

Tno emperor 3«Ianuel, as soon as ho saw that war with Bajazet was inevi¬ 
table, had sent im ambassador to solicit assiatanoo from Charles VI king of 
France. Tho iiuirahul do Bouciciiult, who liad already served with cUslinc- 
tion in the East, and had been taken prisoner by B?ijazot at Nicopolig, was 
appointed to command the forces which Oliarlos VI sent to assist the Greek 
emperor. Boucicaulb sailed from Aiguos-Mortes, iiml after some delay 
effected his jaiiotioii with a fleet composed of eight Genoese, eight Venetian, 
two Bhodian galleys, aud ono of Mytilono, and proceeded to Constantinople, 
where he arrived in 1398. Tho jivrivcal of Boucicanlt and liia little army, 
wliich consisted of six hundred men-at-arms, without Iiorsos, .six liundred 
infantry soldiers, and one thousand archors and eross-bowmon, rovlvod tlie 
courage of tlie Greeks. Tho Geiioc-se and Vonotians wore well aequaiiiLod 
with the Ottoman coast, and all undor the direction of ConBtantiiiople car¬ 
ried on a succession of plundering inciiraioua along llio Asiatic coast, from 
tlio gulfs of Nicomedia and Mndania to the 8lioro.s of Llio Black Soa. It was 
evident tliat this system of warfare could not long uphold tho empire, and 
Boucicault, finding the Greeks incnpable of making any oxoidions in their 
own defence, advised Jlainicl to seek assiatnuce from the western nations. 
This <advic 0 would Jiave in all iwobability arrived too late, had not tho Otto¬ 
man power at this moment been ihroalencd. by tho grout Tatar conqueror, 
Timnr. The sultan was therefor© a.s muoli inclined to conclude a temporary 
peace as tho emperor. Tlie protonsiona of Joaimca of Selymbria were tlio only 
obataole, and hlamiel overcame thia difiiouliy by a generous resolution. Ho 
opened coninumications witli his nephew, whom lie easily convinced that, 
if he oiitercd Con&LantiiiopU* with Tnrki&li troops, his reign wonlcl prove 



j\lANTJEL II TO THE FALL OF CONSTANTINOPLE 333 

(1399-1410 a.d] 

of sliort duration. He then offered to receive Joannes as his colleague, and 
invest liim with the government, while lio himself visited western Europe. 
The marshal Boucicanlt guaranteed these arrangements, and a French force 
reiuained in the capital to protect tlie interests of Manuel during his absence. 
On the 4th of Deoenibor, 1399, Joannes entered Constantinople, and was 
proclaimed emperor, and on tlio 10th, Manuel quitted his capital with Bon- 
cicault to present himself as a suppliant at the European courts. 

I\Iaiiuel II gained very little by his mendicant pilgrimage to Italy, 
France, and England. Some valuable presents were bestowed upon him by 
Visconti, the magnificent duke of Milan, and Charles VI of France granted 
him a pension of thirty thousand crowns; but lie wn.s compelled to return to 
Constantinople at the end of two years, with a little money and a few volun¬ 
teers collected fioin people poorer and not more numerous than the Greeks. 
He learned on hia way home that his enemy BajazeL liad been defeated by 
Timur iib Angora, and that the Ottoman Empire was utterly ruined. On 
reaching OonstantinoplQ he deprived his nepliew Joannes, who had ruled 
during his absence, of the imperial title, and banished him to Lemnos. 
Joannes liad already placed the Greek Empire in a state of vassalage to the 
Tatar conqueror; Manuel ratified tlie treaty, and paid to Timur the tribute 
which he had formerly paid to Bajazet. Rarely has the world seen a more 
total defeat than that sustained by the Ottoman army. Bajazet died a cap¬ 
tive in the hands of Timui*. 

Rarely has so great a victory produced so little effect on the fate of the 
vanquished. For a moment, indeed, the Ottoman power was humbled, and 
an opening formed for the revival of the Greek Empire ; but no energy re¬ 
mained in the political organisation of the Hellenic race beyond the confined 
sphere of local and individual interests; while the institutions of Orkhan, 
surviving tlio defeats and civil w'ars of the Ottomans, soon restored power 
to their central government, and rendered the sultan again the arbiter of the 
fate of Greece. 

The civil wars among the sons of Bajazet had no small influence in pro¬ 
longing the existence of the Greek Empire. The Ottoman historians reckon 
an interregnum of ten years after the battle of Angora, during which four 
of the sons of Bajazet contended for the sovereignty. Suleiman, Isa, and 
Mousa successively perished, and the youngest of the family, Muhammed I, 
at last reunited all his father’s dominions, and was regarded as liis legiti¬ 
mate Buccesaor and the fifth sultan of the Ottomans, including Osman, the 
founder of the dynasty. 

After the battle of Angora, Suleiman sought safety in Constantinople, 
where he concluded a treaty with the emperor Manuel in the year 1403, by 
which lie yielded up Thessaloiiica, tho valley of the Strymon, Thessaly, and the 
coast of the Black Sen, as far as Varna, to the Greeks. Joannes of Selyra- 
bria was recalled from Lemnos, and established at Thessnlonica with the 
title of emperor; but the control of the government was vested by jManuel 
ill the hands of Demetrius Leontaris, a Byzantine noble. In return for the 
cession of these provinces, the emperor furnislied Suleiman with money to 
collect an army and to establish his authority over the remainder of the 
Ottoman dominions in Europe. 

But the debanohery of Suleiman at Inst induced tho janizaries to join 
Mousa, and Suleiman was slain in aitempling to escape to Constantinople, 
1410 A.D. The clo.so alliance which hud existed between Suleiman and 
hlanuol induced Mousa to turn his arms against the Greek Empire. He 
reconquered all the towns in Macedonia and Thes-saly which his brother had 
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cycled to Manuel, with tlie exception of Tliessalouica and Zeitouiiioii. Mous-.t 
then laid aiege lo Gonatantinople; but Ilia operations were paralysed by tho 
destruction of a naval armament lie had fitted out. The emperor liad 
sfcrengfcliened the imperial Heet, tho command of which Im had ontrusted 

to his natural brother, named also Manuel, 
a mail of courage and military talents, 
The iidiiiiral gained a complete victory 
over tlie Ottoman llect; bvit his bvilliain 
success excited the jealousy of his impe¬ 
rial brother. On returning to receive the 
tlianlcH of bi.s country, ho was thrown into 
prison on an accusation of treason, and 
remained a prisoner during tJio life of his 
brotlier- The siege of Constanlinoplo wan 
merely a succession of skirniisheg under it>j 
walls, in which aevoral Greek UQblo.s were 
slain; and tho iittention of Mousa was 
soon exclusively occupied by the atLack)^ 
of his hrothev Mulmmraed. 

Alousa rendered his govovninent as un¬ 
popular by his .severity ns Suleiman Iiy Jiiy 
debauchery, and many of tlio Ottoman oflu 
cers in Europe invited Mnhammed to seize 
the tlirono. TIio emperor Alaiiuel agreed 
to furnish transports to convey the Asiatic 
troops over tiio Bodporua; but ho refused 
to admit them into Oonstanlinople, though 
lie allowed tliein to form their camp unefov 
its walls. TJio first opoiations of Mii- 
hainined were umsuccessfiil: hut at last lie 
forced Mousa to rotiro to Iladriuuopolis, 
w/io, ill tho end, waa doaeftod by till Jifg 
followers and slain, 1413 a.d. Little more 
than Ion yeans hud elapsed from tho day 
tluit Aluhammcd, then a mere youth, fled 
from tho field of Angora with only one 
faitliful coinpaiiioJi, until ho reunited under 
Ilia sway uearly all the extounive tlomimoiia 
wliicli Imd been ruled by hi.s father. Timur had not perceived tlio fuot that, 
the tribute of Christian children being tho koyslono on wliieli tho wliolo fabric 
of the Ottoman power rested, its resources were really much greater in Europe 
than in Asia. 

The Greek Empire enjoyed an uninterrupted peace during tlio reign of 
Miilisuniiicd I, which lasted until tlio year 1421; and Mmuicl devoted his 
attention during this period to restoring some order in the puhlio udmiiiis- 
tratioiu and to re-eatabUslung the sway of tho central authority in tho 
distant provinoe.s of the empire. After completing his reforms in tho civil, 
financinl, military, and ecolesiastionl dcpartinouta of Constanfcinoplo, lio 
found it necessavy to visit tho jirovinces in person, in order to reduco tho 
local power of tlie Greek arcliona within roasouablo bounds. lie quitted 
Constantinople in the month of July, 1413, and comineneed hi.s operation.^ 
by reducing the island of Thasos, the citadel of whicdi resi.stcd lii.s little 
army for two mouths. Tho emperor then visited Thosaalonica, whoro it 
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appears that lie romnined more than a year. His nephew Joannes, who was 
governoi' of the city, assumed tlie monastic habit; but whether he was 
compelled by the emperor to adopt this step, in order to allow the new 
reforms to be carried into execution, is uncertain. The despot Andronicns, 
the emperor’s second son, was appointed governor of Thessalonica. After 
Ilia father’s death he sold the city to the Venetians for the sum of fifty 
thousand sequins. 

In March, 1415, Manuel visited the Peloponnesus. The Roman Empire 
of the East had shrunk to such pitiful dimensions that the Byzantine prov¬ 
ince, whicli comprised only about three-quarters of that peninsula, was now 
its most extensive province. The first care of the emperor was to strengthen 
the means of defending this territory by fortifying the Isthmus of Corintli. 
lie then directed his attention to reforming the abuses which tlie foiidnl 
tyranny of the Franks and the unprincipled fiscal extortions of the Greek 
archons had introduced into the administration. I'hese abuses were rapidly 
exterminating the Greek agricultural population, and making way for the 
immigration of a ruder class of Albanian labourers. 

When we compare the reforms of ilanuel with the legislation of Orkhan, 
we arc astojiished at the great iutelleotual superiority displayed by the Otto¬ 
mans at this period. The Greek emperor adopted only a few temporary 
devices to aiu'oat tlie progress of social putrefaction in a diseased society. 
His own talents and tlio energies of his people were incompetent to malce 
any bold efforts for oxtirj>ating the sources of tlie evil, and for infusing a 
spirit of honesty and patriotism into Greek society. Yet the fact that Greek 
society as well as the imperial government was vapidly decaying was gen¬ 
erally acknowledged, The despot Theodore, Manuel’s brother, who died 
about the year lAOT, had felt the task of undertaking the regeneration of 
Greece so hopeless, aud had found the clifiiculty of governing the Pelopon¬ 
nesians 80 great, that ho attempted to sell his province to the knights of 
Rhodes, after lie had introduced numerous colonies of Albanians to fill up 
the void caused by the decrease of the native population. 

From a satirist of the time, we learn that while tlie emperor Manuel was 
occupied in diminishing the power and clicking the abuses of the archons 
of the Peloponnesus and of the Constaiitinopolitan officials, mnny of the 
courtiers in his household niado a traffic of creating new corruptions in the 
administration by selling imperial decrees aud golden balls. Tho olmractoi' 
of the native Greeks he declares to bo equally bad. Ho sayat “They are 
formed of three parts: their tongue speaks ono thing, their mind meditates 
another, and their actions accord with neither.” Thero can bo no good 
administration ainon^ an utterly demoralised people. When the emperor 
returned to Constantinople, ho carried with him some of the most turbulent 
and intriguing of the l^eloponnesian ohiefa, who had, previous to liia arrival, 
contrived to appropriate the greater part of the taxes levied on the people to 
their own uso. Indeed tho most important result of Manuel’s visit was the 
introduction of suoli a degree of order in the provincial administration, that 
a fixed sum could be regularly remitted to the imperial treasury at Constan¬ 
tinople. Ilia son Theodore remained as his viceroy at Migithrn. 

The death of Sultan Muhammed I in 1421 involved the empire in a con¬ 
test with liis son, Murad II. Tho self-conceit of the Greeks persuaded them 
that they could guide the progress of tlie Ottomans by their superiority in 
diplomacy. No experience could teach them that rhetoric and scholastic 
learnijig are feeble arms against military discipline and national courage. 
A pretender to tho Ottoman throne resided at Constantinople, named 
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Mastaplui, who asserted thftt he was a sou o£ BajazeL lie was now 
acknowledged as lawful sultan, and Manuel concluded with him a treaty, 
by which IMustapha promised to rostoro Gallipoli, the Chaloidico of Mace¬ 
donia, and the maritime cities on the Black Sea, while the emperor engaged 
to furnish money and military stores. He was abandoned by his followers, 
taken prisoner by Murad II, and hanged, in order to convince the world that 
lie was an impostor. 

Murad resolved to punish Manuel for his intrigues. The emperor was 
now weakened by age, and the dirocUoii of public affairs was in a groat 
meaaui'G entrusted to his aon Joannes, who endeavoured to appease the sultan 
with abject apologies. Murad gave the imperuil ambassadors no answer 
until his preparations were completed. Ho then marched forward and 
formed the siege of Conatantinople, establishing his own liGad(iuartera at 
the church of the Fountain, and commencing his linos of circumvallation in 
the month of June, 1422. His lines extended from the Golden Gate to the 
Wooden Gate; two movable towers were built to assist the storming of the 
wall, and cannon were employed by the Ottomans for the lirst time. This 
early artillery, however, was so ill-conatructod and ill-served Diat it pro¬ 
duced little effect. A thousand of tlio bravest jauij'.arios fell before the 
walla; wliilo t!io Greeks, fighting imdor cover of their battlements, lost only 
130 killed and wounded. Murad II did not renew his attack on Constanti¬ 
nople, and the lost act of Manuel’s reign wa.s to sign a treaty of peace, by 
which Murad left the empire in po8so.ssion of a few cities in Thrace, of Tlios- 
salonicn, and a few forts near the mouths of the Stryinon, Mount Athos, 
Zeitounioii, and some places in Thessaly. Manuel also engaged to pay the 
sultan an annual tribute of three hundred thousand aspors. 

Manuel adopted the monastic habit two years before his death, and took 
the niinie of Matthew, but ho continued to give his n<lvicG oji public iiffairs. 
He died in July, 1425, at the age of aeventy-soven, after a reign of thirty-four 
years, 


REIGir OP JOANNES VII (M23-MJS A.D.) 

Joannes VII found the Eastern Roman Empire reduced to llio city of Cou- 
siantinoplc, a few neighbouring towns, Tliessalonicn, and a part of the Pelo¬ 
ponnesus. His reign of iwenty-tlirco years passed in almost uninterrupted 
peace; yet this long period of tranquillity was xjroductivo of jio improve¬ 
ment. As far as the revenues both of the govcrnmoiit and of iho nation 
were concerned, the einporor and the people alike consumed, before the 
expiration of each year, all that the year had produced. 

The diminution of the Greek i)opuliition contrasted atrimgoly with tlio 
rapid increase of the Ottomans, while their decline in wealth and industry 
offered a still more unfavourable point of compari.soii with tho Geiioose 
colony of Galata. The trade of the Greoks had passed into tho hands of iho 
Italians; the power of the Byzaiitino oinperons was tran.sforred to tho OUo- 
mau sultans. Tho loss of personal dignity and courago followed tho loss of 
national honour and power. Plague and pestilence, as often huppons, came 
ns attendants on neglected police, bad governmout, and social disorder. In 
the year 1431 a contagious disease of fearful mortality dociinatod the popu¬ 
lation of Constniitiiioplo ; and it was tho ninth return of posiiUnico .since tho 
great plagiio of 1347. Nation.s, however, are rarely soiisiblo of their own 
degradation, and at this time the Greoks looked on tho Latin.s with conioiupt 
iis well as hatred; they despised the western Europcniaa as hoveties, and the 
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Turks as barbarians. Coui*t processions, religious ceremoniee, and national 
vanity amnaecl and consoled them as they hastened along the path of 
degradation and ruin. 

All the fortified posts had been destroyed by iMurad II when he besieged 
Constantinople, and the country, ns far ns Selymbria, was inhabited only by 
a few Greeks engaged in agriculture, who dwelt in open villiigeg. The 
Greek empire ended at Solymbrin. The frontier territory of the Ottomans 
was a similar sceno of devastation, the land being tilled by a few Christian 
peasants for their Turkish masters. 


BRIEI!’ UNIOif OF THE GREEK AND ROMA.N CHURGHEa 

Tlie cou<iiieat of Thessaloiiica by Sultan Murad in 1430, the quarrels of 
the despots Theodore, Constantine, and Thomas in the Peloponnesus, and 
the insolence of the Genoese of Galata, who attacked Coustantinoplo on 
account of some disputes relating to tho Black Sea trade, warned the em¬ 
peror Joannes VII that, unless he could secure some efficient military aid from 
strangers, the Ottoman power would soon overwhelm tlio Greek Empire. 
Tho pope was the only sovereign who possessed sufficient power and in¬ 
fluence to obtain effectual aid for tho liastern Empire i but there was no 
probability that he would exert tliat influence, inilcss Ilje emperor Joannes 
consented to the union of the Greek and Latin churches, and recognised the 
papal supremacy. In tins critical conjuncture the state.smen and ecclesiastics 
of rank at Constantinople decided that tho political exigencies of their situa¬ 
tion authoriaed their truckling even with the doctrines of their church. 

In the year 1438 tlio omuovor Joannes and the Greek patriarch made their 
a23pearancG at the council of Ferrara. Iii tho following year tlie council was 
transferred to lUoronce, where, after long discussions, the Greek emperor 
and all the members of the clergy who had attended the council, with tho 
exception of tho bishop of Ephesus, adopted tho doctrines of the Roman 
church eoncorniiig the procession of the Holy Ghost, the addition to tlio 
Niceno Creed, tho nature of purgatory, tho condition of the soul after its 
separation from the body until the day of judgment, the use of unleavened 
broad in. the sacraiuGiit of the Lord’s Supper, and the papal supremacy. Tho 
union of the two churches wag solemnly ratified in tho magnificent catliedral 
of Florence on the 6ih of July, 1439, when the Greeks abjured their ancient 
faith in a vaster edifice and under a loftier dome than that of their own 
miich-vftiinted temple of St. Soidiin. 

Tlie einpcrov Joannes derived none of the adYantage.s ho had expected 
from the siiniilated union of the churches. Pope Eugeniua, it ia true, sup¬ 
plied him liberally with money, but his holiness forgot his promise to send 
a fleet to defend ConstanUnoplo. 

On liis return Joannes found his subjects indignant at the manner in which 
the honour and doctrines of the Greek oliurch had been sacrifioed in an un- 
auccessfiil diplomatic speculation. The bishops who Imcl obsequiously signed 
the articles of union at Florence, now sought popularity by deserting the 
emperor, and making a parade of their repentance, lamenting their wicked¬ 
ness in falling oK for a time from the pure doctrine of the orthodox church. 
The only ^iormanent result of this abortive attempt at Christian union was 
to increase the bigotry of the orthodox, and to furnish the Latins with just 
grounds for condemning the perfidioiw dealings and bad faith of the Greeks, 
In both ways it assisted the j^rugress of the Ottoman power. 

It. W, —VOIi. VII, z 
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The emperor Joannea, seeing public affairs in tliis hopeless state, thought 
only of keeping on good terms Avith the sultan. His brother Demetrius, 
however, who had accompanied him to Florenoe, shared Ins apostasy, and 
partaken of the papal bounty, now basely attompfced to take advantage of 
the popular dissatisfaction with the union. He claimed the throne as being 
the first child of Maiiuel who was a Porphyrogenitus, but he trusted to gain 
his ends by the aid of Turkish troops rather than by the inorita of lus title 
or the preference of the Greeks. Oollecting a largo force composed of the 
Turkish nomads, who were ready to join any standard that offered them an 
opportunity of pUindering and enslaving tlie Christians, Demotrius marched 
to besiege hig brother in Constantinople, fiultan Murad took no direct part 
iu the contest, but he allowed Demetrius to enrol Turkish troops without 
opposition, and viewed with satisfaction a rebellion which tended to weaken 
the empire. When called ujroii to choose botwoon the two brothers, the 
Greek people acknowledged tho superiority of the reigning emporor. Deme¬ 
trius, after plundering the suburbs of Constantiuoplo, saw his army melt 
away, and was happy to find that hia brother’s modoration and love of pence 
was so great that lie was allowed to retain liis principality at hfcscmbrln with 
tho title of despot. 

The deeds of Joannes (Janos) Hnnyady might have awiikonod tho Greeks 
from their lotluirgy, had any warlike aiJirit Hurvivetl in the nation. The vic¬ 
tory of the Ilungariau army at tlio pass of Isladi, and a with tho sultan of 
Kaiainaiua, threatened tho Ottoman Empire with sorious danger; but tho 
victory of Vuvna re-established the glory of the sultan’s arms. Neither tlio 
successes of the Hungarians nor tho presence of a papal force in the Helles¬ 
pont, wliich at Inst made its appearance under the command of Cardinal 
Gondolmieri, could induce Emperor Joannes to unite his caiisu with tliiit of 
the western po^vGl^s. Ho Iiad obtained too many pi oofs of the inatability 
and inipriulenco of their counsels. Tho moment Jio lieurd of the great vic¬ 
tory of Sultan j\Iiu'ad at Varna, ho aont an embassy to congratulate hia 
stizeniin, and solicit a renewal of tlieir alliance, winch tlio sultan immediately 
granted. Joannes even contrived to avoid taking part iu tlio war carried 
on against the aultaii by hl.s brother Constantine in Groeco, and succeeded in 
preserving umiitorrupted peace until his death iu 1-148. During liia inglori- 
oua I'oigii of twenty-three years ho never forgot that ho was a vassal of 
tho Ottoman EmiDire. lie proved precisely tho ioiuporiging managor of tlie 
state that circumstances rcq[uirud ; and bis pliancy averted, during hi.s life¬ 
time, tlie calamibiea which were ready to overwhelm the Greek Empire. 


IliatGN OP OONSTANTINIS XUI (W'la-MGO A.D.) 

Constantino XIII, the lastof the Greek emperors, was residing in his de.^- 
potftt at Sparta wlien his brother Joannes VII died. As ho had been recently 
engaged in hostilities witli the sxiltan, it was doubtful whether Murad woultl 
acknowledge him as emperor, and Demetrius availed liimseK of those doubts to 
make another attempt to occupy the throne. The deficiency of truth, honour, 
and patriotism among tho Greek aristocracy during tho last century of the 
Eastern Empire is almost without a parallel in lustory j but DcniGlrius W'as 
too well known and too generally despised to flud u Largo party even in llmt 
worthless aristocracy disposed to espouse his ouiiso, wule Constantine, on 
tho other hand, was known to possess both candour and energy, and was re- 
si)fictod by all except the most bigotod among tho orthodox Greeks. 
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Sultan Murad JI died in February, 1451, after a prospei’oii.s reign of 
Lliirly years, and was vsuccccdcd by bis sou Miihaminod II, who was only 
twanty-ono years old. Muhaimned U was a man of great ambition and 
great talents j lie united with extraordinary activity and courage a degree 
of judgment rare in his high station, and still rarer at his early age. 

The conquest of Constantinople was the first object of liis ambition. It 
was by nature the capital of hia dominions, and ns long as it remained in the 
hands of the Crreek.s the Ottoman Empire lay open to the invasions of tlio 
western Christiana. Having concluded a truce for three years with John 
Iluiiyady, tlio young sultan crossed 
over into Asia to suppress the Ixostilo 
proceedings of Ibrahim, the sultan of 
Karaniania, 

Constantine, who appears to have 
formed ii very erroneous idea of the 
talents and oharaoter of ]\IuI>ammed, 
took this opportunity of insvilting Mm 
in the most .sensitive manner by .send¬ 
ing' an embassy to demand an augmen¬ 
tation of the pension of tlireo hundred 
thousand a.spcrs, which the Ottoman 
court had ncoorded to the Greek for 
the maintenance of Orkhan, tlie grand¬ 
son of Suleiman. Tlio ambassadors 
were instructed to insinuate that, if 
the demand were not granted, Orkhnii 
might be allowed to Uy claim to the 
Ottoman ilirone. 

Such ail insult wns not likely to 
1)0 ever forgotten by a haughty and 
iimbitious prince. The wary young 
sultan, however, dismia.sed the ambas- 
sadora with courtesy. Bat as soon as 
Ills Asiatic campaign was finished, he 
ordered the imperial agciihs to bo ex¬ 
pelled from the territory in the valley 
of the Sbrymon which liad been as¬ 
signed for the raainlenanco of Orkhan, mul stopped all further payments. 
Sliortly after, without informing Constantino of his intention, ho constructed 
a fortress on the Greek territory at tho narrowest part of the Bosporus, 
opposite a fort which had been constructed by Bajazet I on the Asiatic shore. 
Tho distance between the two forts is about three-quarters of a mile, and a 
rapid current flows between. The sultan had made every preparation for 
completing tho work with extraordinary celerity. An ample .supply of mate¬ 
rials had been collected before his object was known, and as soon as the 
plan of tho fortress wfis marked out, a thousand miisoiis and two thonsand 
Itibourors worked incessantly to complete tho walls. 

Constantine had good reason to consider the construction of this fortress 
on his territory, within five miles of Ids capital, and ooramnnding its ap- 
pi'oaoh from the Black Sea, as an infraction of tbs treaty between the two 
empires, but ho was too weak to resent this signal revenge for his own 
I’cconb Lliroais. Ho complained of the hostile invasion of the Greek terri- 
loiy, but iMuliainmed treated his reolainations with contempt, observing that 
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the ground oii udiicli the fortress was Luilfc, having been piircluised and paid 
for, was Tnrkisli property, and the emperor of OoiiHlanlinoplo, being a vas¬ 
sal’of the Porte, Jiad no right lo dispute the will of tlie sultan. 

Tho first open resistance ivas offered by some Greelcs, who endeavoured 
to prevent jMuImmnied’s engineers from carrying off tho marble columns 
from a church. Tliese pious Cliristians were cut to pieces by the Otto¬ 
man troops. As the work ftdv«anced the sultan’s aggressions increased. 
Ilis soldiers were allowed to plunder; q^iiarrcls ensued in which blood was 
shed, and then the Turks attacked the Greeks who were getting in the 
harvest, and slew the reapers. Oonslaiitliic iu alarm closed the gates of 
Constantinople, cut off all communicntioiis between the Greeks and the 
Ottomana, and .“loiit another embassy to the sultan to ask redress. Mu- 
hammed replied by a formal declaration of war. 


WA1{ WITH MUHAMMRD 

Roth jiarlies now began to prepare for the mortal contest, Tlic siege 
of Constantinople was lo he tho great event of the coming year. 'J'lio 
sultan, m order to prevent tho emperor’s brothens in the Peloponnesus from 
sending any succours to tho capital, ordered Tourakhan, tlio pnslm of I'lies- 
saly, to invade tho peninsula. He him.solf took up Ins residence at Iladri- 
anopolis, to ooUeot warlike stores ami siege artillery. Cnnstanfciiio, on liis 
part, made every preparation in his power for vigorous defence. lie formed 
large jnaga7inos of provi.sions, collected military stores, and enrolled all the 
soldiers he could muster among the Greek population of Constantinople, 
lint tlie inhabitants of that city were either unable or unwilling to furnish 
recruits in proportion to their ninnbcrs. Bred up in peaceful occupation, 
tliey probal)ly possessed neither tho activity nor the Imbituiil exoroiso whioli 
was required to move with ease under tho weighty arinour tlion in use. 

So few wore found disposed to fight for tlieir country, tluit not more 
than six thousand Greek troops aiipearod under arms during the wholo 
siege. The mnnorical wealcncss of tlio Greek army rendered it inoapahlo 
of defending so largo a city as Constantinoplo, ovon with all tJio advantage 
to be derived from strong fortilicatioiis. The emperor was, tlioreforo, anx¬ 
ious to obtain tho assi.stance of the warlike cUizens of tho Italian republics, 
where good oflicers and oxporienced troops wore then iiimiorous, As lie 
had no money to engage mercenaries, lie could only hope to succeed by 
papal influenco. An embassy was sent lo Fope Hicliolas V, begging im¬ 
mediate aid, and declaring tho emperor’s readiness to complete the union 
of tlie churches in any way the pope should direct. Nicholas despatched 
Cardinal Isidore, the metropolitan of KiclX, who hud joined tho Latin oluirch, 
as his legate. Isidore bad ropresonted tho Russian church at the couiioil of 
Florence; but on Ins return to Russia he was impiiscmod aa an apoatate, 
and with dilliculty Q.scaped to Italy. Ho was by birth a Greek j and being 
a man of learning and conciliatory manners, it was expected tliiit he would 
be favaur.ably received at Constantinople. 

Xlio cardinal arrived at Constantinoplo iu Novomber, 1452. He was 
acco-mpanied by a small body of chosen troops, and brought some pecuniary 
aid, which ho employed in repairing the most dilapidated part of the forbifi- 
cationa. Both the emperor and the cardinal deceived tliomselves in suppos- 
ing tliat the clangors lo wliicli the Greek nation and the Christian olinrch 
wore exposed would induce the orthodox to yield something of their coclosi- 
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asticcal forms and phrases. It was evident that foreign aid could alone save 
Oonatautiiiople» and it was absurd to imagine that the Latins would fight 
for those that treated them as heretics, and who would nob light for them* 
selves. The orisie, therefore, compelled the Greeks to choose between union 
with the church of Rome or submission to the Ottoman power. They liiid 
to deckle whether tho preservation of the Greek Empire was worth the 
occlesiasbical aacrUioes they were called upon to make in order to preserve 
their national indepoudence. 


CHURCH DISaiiNSIONS 

In the meaiitiine, the emperor Constiuitine eelebrated his union with the 
papal cliurcli, in the cathedral of St. Sophia, on Uve 12bh of December, 1462. 
The court and tho great body of the digniliod clergy ratified the net by 
their prefieneej but the monks and the people repudiated tho connection. 
In thair opinion, the church of St. Sophia was polluted by the ceremony, 
and from that day it was deserted by tho orthodox. TJie historian Ducas 
declares that tliey looked upon it as a haunt of demons, and no better than a 
pagan shrino. The inonka, the imns, and tho populace ijublicly proclaimed 
their detestation of tho union; and their opposition was ijiflainecl by the 
bigotry of an ambitious pedant, who, under the name of Georgius Soholariiis, 
acted as a wnvni partisan of the union at the council of Florence, and under 
the coolesiaslioal aaiuo of GeniwuUus is known in history as the subservient 
paltiarcU of SuUuu Muhannned IT. On returning from Italy, he made a 
groat parade of his ropontance for complying with flio unionists at Florenoa. 
lie shut himself up in the monastery of Pantoorator, whore lie assumed 
the moiiaslio liabit, and tho iiamo of GeimatUus, under which he consum¬ 
mated tho union between tlio Greek church and the Ottoman administration. 

At the present crisis lie stopped forward as the leader of the most bigoted 
party, and excited his followers to the most furious oppositioirto measures 
which he had once advoeaterl as salutary to tho church, and indispensable 
for the preservation of the state. Tho unionists were now accused of saoii- 
lioiiig true religion to tho delusions of human policy, of insulting God to 
servo the pope, and of proferring the interests of their bodies to the care of 
tliGir souls. In place of e.vhorting their eounlryineii to aid tho emperor, who 
was straining every nerve to defend their coimtiy — in place of infusing into 
their minds the spirit of patriotism ami religion, these teachers of the people 
^vere incessantly inveighing against tlio wickedness of the unionists and the 
apostasy of the emperor. 

So completely did their bigotry extinguiah every Reeling of patriotism 
that the grand duke Nolaras declared he would rather see Constantinople 
subjected to the turban of the sultan than to the tiara of the pope. His 
wish was gnitiliod ; but, in dying, be nnist liave felt how fearfully ho had 
erred in comparing tlio effects of papal arrogance witli the cruelty of Jloliam- 
inudan tyranny. Tlie emperor Coiiataiitine, who felt the importance of the 
iipproaching contest, showed great prudence and moderation in his difficult 
position. TJie spirit of Christian charity calmed hi.s temjior, and his deter¬ 
mination not to survive the empire gave a deliberate coolness to his military 
conduct. Though his Greek subjects often raised seditions, and reviled him 
in the .streets, the emperor took no notice of their behaviour. To induce the 
orthodox to fight for their country, by having a leader of tlioir ou’ii party, 
lio left the grand duke Notaras in office; yet ho well knew that this bigot 
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would never act cordially with tho Latin auxiliariQg, ^yho were the best 
troops in the city j and the emperor had some reason to distrust the patriot^ 
ism of Notaras, aeeine that he hoarded his immense wealth, instead of 
expendinj^ a portion oi it for his country. 


PRRPAllATIONS FOR DEFENCE 

'J'he fortifications were not found to bo in a good state of repair. 'L'wo 
monhs, who had been enlrusted witli a large sum for the purpose of repairing 
them, had executed their duty in an insiiflioiont, and, it was generally said, 
ill a fraudulent manner. The extreme dishonesty that prevailed among the 
Greek oflicials explains tlic selection of monies a.s treasurers for military 
objects ; and it must lessen our surprise at finding men of their religious 
professions sharing in tiio gonoral avarice, or tolerating the liabitual pecula¬ 
tion of others. 

Camion were beginning to bo used in sieges, but stone halls were used in 
the larger pieces of artillery 5 and tho larger tlic gun, the greater was the 
effect it was expected to produce. Even in Constantinople there wore some 
artillery too large to be of much use, as tho land wall liud not boon con-' 
struoted to admit of their recoil, and tho ramparts were so weak ns to bu 
ulmkeu by their concussion. Constantino had also only a moderate supply 
of gunpowder. The maohiues of a past epoch in military science, but to 
tliQ use of which tho Greeks adhered with their conservativo prejudices, wore 
brought from the storehouses, and jdanted on the walls beside the modern 
artillery. Jolianii Grant, a Gorman olficor, who arrived with Justiniani, was 
the most exncL'ionced artillorynuin and military eiigincjor in the place. 

A Gonsictoraljle number of Italians hastened to Constantinople as soon as 
they heard of its danger, eager to defend so important a depot of oastorn 
commerce. Tho .spirit of enterprise and tho love of military renown liud 
become as much a oliaraoteristio of the merchant nobles of tho commoroiiil 
i'opiiblics as they had boon, in a 2 n*eccdiMg ago, disihioliow of the 222 

feudal monarchies. All the nations who then traded with Coirstaiitinoplo 
furnished contingents to dofond its walls. 

A short tiine before the siege commenced, Jolni Justiniani arrived with 
two Genoese galleys and tliroo Inindrcd chosen troops, and tlio omporor 
valued Ids services so highly that ho was appointed general of tlic guard. 
The resident bailo of tho Venetians furiiishocl three largo galleasses and a 
body of troops for the defence of tho port. Tho consul of tho Catalans, with 
liis countrymen and the Aragonese, undertook the dofeuoo of the groat palaco 
of liukoleon and tlio port of KoiiLoskalion. 'J'lio eardinal Isidoro, with tho 
papal troops, defended tho Kynogosion, and the angle of tlic city at tlio lioad 
of the port down to St. Demetrius. The importance of the aid ^Wiicli was 
afforded by the Latins is proved by the fact that, of twolvo military divisions 
into ivluch Constantino divided the fortilicatioiis, the (jommauds of only two 
were trusted to tho exclusive direction of Greek orticors. In tlic others, 
Greeks shared the command -witli foreigners, or else foroignors alono con¬ 
ducted tlie defence. 

When all Constantino’s proparutiona for dcfonco wol’O comploLcd, lie found 
himself obliged to man a lino of ivall on the land aide of about live miles in 
lengtb, ovory point of which was exposed to a direct attack. I'lio remainder 
of the wall towards llio port and the Propontis cxcocded nine miles in extent, 
and Lis whole garrison hardly amounted to nine tliouaund men. Ilis lloot 
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consisted of only twenty galleys and three Venetian galleasses, but the entry 
of the port was closed by a ohain, the end of which, on the side of Galata, 
was secured in a strong fort of which the Greeks kept possession. During 
the winter the emperor sent out his fleet to ravage the coast of the Propontis 
as far as Cyzicus, and the spirit of the Greeks was roused by the booty they 
made in these expeditions. 

Muliammed II spent the winter at Hadrianopolis, preparing everything 
necessary for commencing tlie siego with vigour. His whole mmd was 
absorbed by the glory of conquering the Ilomaii Empire, and gaining 
possession of Constantinople, which for more than 1160 years had been the 
capital of the East. While the fever of nmhition inflamed his soul, his cooler 
judgment also warned him that the Ottoman power rested on a perilous basis 
as long as Constantinople, the true capital of his empire, remained in the 
hands of others. Mulmimned could easily'’ assemble a sufficient number of 
troops for his enterprise, but it required all his activity and power to collect 
the rec^uisite supplies of provisions and stores for the immense military and 
naval force lie had ordered to assemble, and to prepare the artillery and am¬ 
munition iiQcesaary to insure success. Early and late, in his court and in 
his cabinet, the young sultan could talk of nothing but the ivpproaohiug siege. 
With the writing-reed and a scroll of paper in his hand, he was often seen 
tracing plans of tlie fortiHcations of Constantinople and marking out positions 
for his own batteries. Every question relating to the extent and locality of 
the various magazines to be constructed in order to maintain the troops was 
discussed in his presence 5 he him.self distributed the troops in tlieir respec¬ 
tive divisions and regulated the order of their inareli 5 he issued tlie orders 
relating to the equipment of the fleet, and discussed the various methods 
proposed for hrcacliUig, and Healing the walk. His enthusloam was 

the impulse of a hero, but tho immense superiority of Ins force would have 
seciirod liiiii the victory with any ordinury degree of perseverance. 

Tho Ottomans wore already familiar with the use of cannon. Murad II 
had enipLoyod them when he besieged Constantinople in 1422 j but Muham- 
med now resolved on forming a more powerful battering-train tlmii had pre¬ 
viously existed. Neither tho Greeks nor the Turks possessed the art of cast¬ 
ing large guns. Both were obliged to employ foreigners. An experienced 
artilleryman and founder, named Urban, by birth a Wallachian, carried into 
execution tho suUaii’.s wishes. He had passed fiomo time in the Greek ser¬ 
vice ; hut even the modorato pay he was allowed by tlio emperor having 
fallen in arrear, he resigned his place and transferred his sorvicos to the sul¬ 
tan, who knew better how to value warlike knowledge. He now gave 
llluhannned proof of his skill by casting tho largest cannon which liad ever 
been fabricated. Ho liacl already placed one of extraordinary size in the new 
castlo of tho Bo.sporus, which carried a ball across tho straits. The gun 
destined for the siege of Constantinople far exceeded in size this monster, 
and the dianieter of its month must have been nearly two feet and a half. 
Other cannon of great size, whose balls of atono weighed 150 pounds, were 
also cast, as well as many guns of smaller calibre. All thc.se, together with 
a niuiiber of ballisls and other ancient engines .still emifloyed in sieges, 
were mounted on carriages i)i order to transport them to Constantinople. 
'J'lio convoyaiico of tliis formidable train of artillery, and of the nmnense 
quantity of luninunition required for its servieo, was by no means a trifling 
operation.! 


1 Leonard says tho balls of Lho liu'go gmi were eleven of Ids spans In clrcuniforoucB. 
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THE SIEGE BEGINS 

The first division of ilio Ottoman army moved from Ilaclvianopolis in the 
month of February, 1453. In the ineautime a numerous corps of pioneers 
worked constantly ab the road, in order to prepare it for tho passage of the 
long train of artillery and baggage wagons. Temporary bridges, capable 
of being taken to pieces, were erected by the engineers over every ravine 
and watercourse, and the materhils for the siege advanced steadily, though 
slowly, to their destination. The extreme difficulty of moving the monster 
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cannon with Us immense balls retarded the snlUui’s progress, and it was the 
beginning of April before tho wliolc bufctcriiig-truin reaehod Constantinople, 
though tlio diatancG from lladriaiiopolis is barely a hundred miles. The divi¬ 
sion of the array uudov ICaradja Pasha had already reduced l\Ioscmbria, 
Anchialns, Bizya, and the castle of St. Stoidianus. Selyinbria alone dofendocl 
itself, and the fortifications wore i>o strong ihuL ]\Iuliammed ordered it to be 
closely blockaded, and left its fate to bo dctorniincd by that of the capital. 

On the 6Lh of April, Sultan Mnliaimncd, II encamped on the slope of the 
lull facing the quartcv of Ulachernre, a little Vicyond tlio ground oocupiod by 
the crusadera in 1203, and iminediatoly ordered Uie eonstruetioii of linos, 
extending from the head of the port to llie shove of tlio Ih’opontis. Tliosc 
lines were formed of a mound of eartli, and they sorved bntli to restrain tho 
sorties of the besieged, and to cover the troops from the hro of tho Gnemy'a 
artillery and missiles. Tho batteries were then formed; the principal wore 
erected against the gate Charsiasie, in tho quarter of Blaclieriue, and against 
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the gate of St. lloraanua^ near the oenLre of tlie city wall. It was toward 
this last gate that the fire of the monster gun was directed and the chief 
attack was made. 

Tlie land-forces of the Turks probably amounted to about seventy 
thousand men of all arms and qualities; but the real strength of the 
army lay in the corps of janizaries, then the best infantry in Europe, and 
their number did not exceed twelve thousand^ At the same time, twenty 
thousand cavalry, mounted on the finest liorscs of the Turkoman breed, 
and hardened by long service, were ready to fight either on horsebaolc or 
on foot under the eye of tlieir young sultan. The fleet wbicb liad been 
collecLed along the Asiatic coast, from the ports of the Black Sea to 
those of the Aegean, broiiglit addilioual supplies of men, provisions, and 
military stores. It consisted of 320 vessels of various sizes and forma. 
The greater part were only half-decked coasters, and even tlie largest were 
far inferior in size to tlie galleys and galleasses of the Greeks and Italians. 
The fortifieatioua of Comstantinoiila towards the sea afford great facilities for 
attack. Even though tliey were partly ruined by time, and weakened by 
careless reparations, they still offered a loriuidablo rosistanoo to the imperfect 
science of the ougiiicers in Muhamincd’rt sirmy.c 

Of tho triangle which composes the figure of Constantinople, tlio two sides 
along the soa were made inaccessible to an enemy; tlie Propontis by nature, 
and the harbour by art. Between the two waters the basis of the triangle, 
the land side, was protected by a double wall, and a deep> ditch of the cleiDth 
of one hundred foot. Against tliis line of fortification, which Phrantzes, an 
eye-witness, prolongs to tho measure of six miles, the Ottomans directed 
tfioir principal attack ; and the emperor, after distributing the service and 
cowwuvwd of tlie moat poviloua atatious, vindoYtook the dofenoe of the axtonial 
wall. In the first days of tho siege, the Greek soldiers descended into the 
ditch or sallied into the field ; but they soon discovered that, in the propor¬ 
tion of their numbers, one Christian was of more value than twenty Turns j 
and, after tlicso hold preludes, they wore prudently coutent to maintain tlieir 
rampart with their missile weapons. Nor should this jiruclenee be uocuaed of 
pnsillaiiiinity. Tho nation was indeed pusillanimous and base; but the last 
Conetantiiie deserves the name of a hero; his noble band of volunteers was 
inspired with Homan virtue; and the foreign nuxiliaries supiiorted the honour 
of the western chivalry. 

Each day added to the scicnco of tho Ghristiaus; but iheir inadequato 
stock of gunpowder was wasted in tho opevcitions of each day. Their ord¬ 
nance was not powerful, cither in size or number; and if they possessed some 
heavy cannon, they feared to plant them on the walls, le.st the aged structure 
should be shaken and overthrown by the explosion. 

Tho groat cannon of Muhamined has been separately noticed; an impor¬ 
tant and visible object in the history of the times; but that enormous engine 
was flanked by two fellows almost of equal magnitude; tlie long order of tho 
Turkish artillery was pointed against tho walls; foiirleen batteries thimdei’ed 
at onco on tho most accessible jdaces; and of one of these it is ainbiguouely 
expre.ssed, that it was mounted with 180 guns, or that it discharged 130 bullets. 
Yet, in tlie power and activity of the sultan, we may discern the infancy of the 

Tliis Is riiilay's account, but Ilertzbci’g^ says. “ Tlic nuinbor of troops (tesido the great 
camp following niul a in.ass of fanatic imams, mullahs aiwl dci'vlslie&) totalled at tho lowest, and 
Iherofoi'c the moat tnislwortliy, csthnate 106,000 men, of ^Yllic!l, with the 16,000 jaiiiesarios, well 
over 80,000 woi'o roftular aoUl iors. Tho Jicet, accordhig to an apparently reliable jiccouni, num- 
bored lic Bciil, namely 12 great galleys, about 80 double-deckors, some 26 smaller coasters, and a 
miuibor of brigs, 
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new science. Under a master who counted the moinenis, the great cannon 
could be loaded and fired no more tliau seven times in one day. The heated 
metal unfortunately burst: several workmen were destroyed; and the skill of 
an artist was admired who bethought himscU of preventing the danger and 
the accident, by pouring oil, after each explosion, into the mouth of the cannon, 

TJie first random shots were productive of more sound than effect; and 
it was by the advice of a Christian, that, tlio engineers were taught to level 
tliGir aim against the two opposite sides of the salient angles of a bastion. 
However imperfect, the weight and repetition oi the hro made some iinpres- 
.sion on the walls; and tho Turks, pushing their Hpi>roachGs to the edge of 
the ditch, attempted to fill tho enormous chaaiii, and to build a road to the 
assault. After a long and bloody conflict, the web that liad been woven hi 
the day was atill unravelled in the night. The next resource of Muhaniniod 
was the practice of mines ; but tho soil was rocky; in every atlompl, ho was 
stopped and undermined by tho Christum engineers ; nor laid tho art been 
yet invGiited of replenishing those subtcrraiioous passages with gunpowder, 
and blowing wliol© towers aud cities into tho aii*. 

A circumstance that distinguishes tho siege of Constantinople, is the 
reuiiiou of tlio ancient and modoru artillory. The cannon were intormin- 



Ifm'SKsiit Cr.NTuaY C.\knon 

(Altbi Do MviiilUurtxi) 


gled with tho uioohanicul engines for cusUiig stones ami darts; tho hiillet 
and tho batLoring-i’am were directed ugaliasl tho same ^valls; iiur had tho 
discovery of giiiipowdor superseded the use of tlie liquid and unoxtinguisli- 
ablo lira. A wooden turret of tho largest sixo was ailvunocd oii rollers j tho 
tower of St. Roinanus wa.s at loiigtli overturned; after a sovevo struggle, 
the Turlis were repulsed from tho breacli, and interrupted by (larlcnoss. Of 
this pause of action, this interval of liopo, each moment was improved by the 
activity of the emperor and Jiistmiaiii, who passed tho night on the spot, and 
urged the labours wliioli involved the safety of tho church and city. At tho 
dawn of day, the impatient .sultan perceived, with a-stonislimoiil and grief, 
that his wooden turret had boon reduced to aslios; the ditch was cleiirod 
and restored; and the tower of St. Komanua was again strong and entire, 
lie deplored the failure of hia design; and uttered a profane cxuhumitioii, 
that tlio word of the tlnrty-sevcn tliousaiid prophets should not have com¬ 
pelled him to believe that siicli a work, m so short a Lime, could liave been 
accomplished by the iiilidela. 

In the first ajiprehension of a siege, Constaiilijie had ncgoLiiiLcd, in tlio 
isles of the Aroliipclago, tlic jtloroa, and Sicily, the most iiKlispeiisablo sup¬ 
plies. Five great sliips, equipped for inerohandiso and war, sailed from the 
harbour of Chios. One of these ships boro the imperial flag ; the reiiiainiiig 
four belonged to the Genoese j und they were laden witli wheat and barley, 
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witli Wine, oil, and vegetables, and above all, with soldiers and maviuevs, for 
the service of the capital. TlieTurldsh fleet at the entrance of the Bosporus, 
was stretched from shore to shore, in the form of a crescent, to intercept 
these bold auxiliaries. The reader who has present to his mind the geo¬ 
graphical picture of Constantinople, will conceive and admire the greatness of 
tlie spectacle. 

The live Chriatiaii ships conlinvied to advance with joyful shouts, and a 
full press both of sails and oars, against a hostile fleet of three hundred vcs- 
•scls ; and Llie rampart, the camp, the coasts of Europe and Asia, wei'o lined 
with iniiuineruble spectators, who anxiously awaited the event of this momen¬ 
tous succour. At the first view tliat event could not appear doubtful; the 
superiority ol the Mo.sleras was beyond all measure or account; and, in a 
calm, their numbers and valour must inevitably have x)revailed. But tlieir 
liasty and imperfect navy had been created, not bj" ilie genius of tlie people, 
but by tlie will of tlio saltan ; in the height of their prosperity, the Turks 
have acknowledged that if God had given them tlie earth, he had left the 
sea to the infidels ; and a series of defeats, a rapid progress of decay, has 
established the truth of their modest confession. In this coJiflict, the impe¬ 
rial vessel, which had boon almost overpowered, was rescued by the Genoese; 
but the Turks, in a distant and closer alliick, wei’o twice repulsed with con¬ 
siderable loss. 

Muhammod himself sat on horseback on the beach to encourage tlieir 
valour by hia voice and presoiicc, by the promise of reward, and Ly fear 
moLc potent than the fear of the enemy. The passions of his soul, and even 
tlie gestures of his body, seemed to imitalo the actions of the combatants; and, 
us it lift had been the lord of nature, ho spurred his hoi’so with a fearless 
and impotent effort into the sea. Ilis loud reproaclien, and the ♦hvmonvs of the 
oamp, urged the OtLomaiis to a third attack, moro fatal and bloody than 
the two former; and wo must repeat, though wo cannot credit, tlio oviclenco of 
Phrant'zes, who affirms from their own mouth that tliey lost above twelve 
thousand men in tlie slaughter of the day. Tlio Christian squadron, tri- 
uniphauL and unhurt, steered along tho Bosporus, and securely aiichorod 
within tho chain of the harbour. 

The reduction of the city appeared to be hopeless, unless a double attack 
could be iiiado from Uie harbour as well as from tlio land; but the harbour 
Avas inaceessiblo; an imponotrablo chain was now defended by eight large 
sliips, more than twenty of a smaller size, with several galleys and sloops j 
unci instead of forcing this barrier, tlio Turks might appreliend a naval 
sally, and a second encounter in tho open sea. 

Ill this perplexity, the genius of Muliainincd conceived and executed a plan 
of a bold and marvellous cast, of transporting by land hia lighter vessels and 
military stores from the Bosporus into the higher part of tlio harbour. The 
distance is about ten luilos; the ground is uneven, and avus overspread Avitli 
thickets; and, as the road must be opened behind the suburb of Galativ, their 
free passage or total destruction must depend on tho option of the Genoese. 
But thesft selfish moreliants Avere ambitious of the favour of being the last 
devoured; and the deficiency of art was supplied by the strength of obedient 
myriads. A level Avay Avas coA'erod Avitli a broad platform of strong and 
solid planks; and to render them more slippery and smooth, they were anointed 
with the fat of sheep and oxen. Fourscore light galleys and brigantines of 
fifty and thirty oars Avero disembarked on the Bospoi'us shore ; arranged 
successively on rollers; and drawn foi'Avard by the poAver of men and pulleys. 
Tavo guides or pilots Avore stationed nt the helm and tlic proAV of each vessel; 
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tlie sails were uiif lU’lod to llie -winds; and tlio labonr was cheered by song and 
acclamation. In the courae of a single night* this Tiirlcisli fleet pninfullj 
climbed the hill, steered over the plain, and was lannclied from the deolivity 
into the elmllow waters d£ the harbour, far above the molestation of the 
deeper vessels of Uio Grooks. The real importance of this oporation was 
magnified by the Gonsternation and confidence which it inspired; hut tlie no¬ 
torious, uruiuestionable fact was disphvyed before the eyes, and is recorded 
by the pens, of the two nation-s. A similar stratagem had been repeatedly 
practised by the ancientg. 

As soon as ^luliammed had occupied the upper harbour with a fleet and 
army, lie con.sU’ucted, in tho narrowest part* a bridge or ratlier mole of 
fifty cubits in breadth, and one linndred in length; it was formed of casks 
and hogsheads, joined with rafters linked with iron and covered with a 
solid floor. On this floating Imttory lie jilauted one of lii.s InrgcsL cannon, 
while tho fourscoi'o galleys, with troops and scaling-ladders, approached 
tlie most accessible side, which had formerly been stormed by tho Latin 
oonquerors. His vigilance prevented tho approach of the Greek ships; their 
foremost gaUioU were sunk or taken; forty youths, tho bravest of Italy and 
Greece, wore iiiluimaiily massacred nb his command; nor could the omporor’s 
grief ba assuaged by tho jusb though cruel retaliation, of exposing from tlio 
walls tho heads of 200 Mussulman captives. 

After a siege of forty days, tho fate of Constiintinoplo could no longer 
bo averted. TJie dlmiiiutivo garrison was exhausted by a donblo attaSej 
tho fortifications which had stood for ages against liostilo violence, wore 
dismantled on all sides by the Ottoman cannon; many l)vcachc.s wore 
opened; and near tho gato of St. lloinamis, four lowers had been lovollcd 
witli the ground, For the payment of his fcoblu nnd nmtinons troopAij 
Constantine was compelled to despoil tho churohos, witli tlm promiso of a 
fourfold resbituUon ; and his sacrilege offered a new roproacli to tho enemies 
of tho union. A spirit of discord impiaired tho remnant of tho Christian 
strengtli; the Genoese and Venetian auxiliaries asserted the jiru-ominoncc of 
their rcspcciivQ service; am\ Justimani wnx\ the grand duke, wimso mnih- 
tion was nob extinguished by tho common danger, accused oaob other of 
treachery and cowardice. 

During tho siege of Constantinople, the wonts of peace and oapituhitiop 
had been floinGtiino.s pronoimood; and several cmbas.sios had passod bolwccn 
the camp and the city. T!ic Greek emperor was liumbled by adversity; and 
would have yielded to any terms compatible with religion and royalty. 
The Turkish sultan was desiroua of sparing the blood of liis sohUers; still 
more desirous of securing for his oavji use tho Byzantine troasuius; and lio 
accomplished a sacred duty lu presenting to the gahovvs the choice of 
circumcision, of tribute, or of deatli. The iivurico of hluJiammcd might 
have been satisfied with an annual sum of one hundrod thousand ducats; 
bub his ambition grasped the capital of tho Euat; to the piiiico he offored a 
rich equivalent, to the people a free toleration, or a sale doparturo; but 
after some fruitle.ss treaty, ho declared liis resolution of finding oitber a 
throne, or a grave, under the walls of (^onstantiuople. 

A sense of lionour, and tho fear of uiiivei’sal reproach, furbiidc Ibilaiologiis 
to resign tho city into tho hands of tho Ottoinaiia; iiiul he detorminod In 
abide the hist extremities of war. Several day.s were employed by the 
sultan in llic proparatioiifs of the assault; uml a respite was grunted by 
liis favourite science of astrology, which had fixed on the 2!Hli of J\Iay as the 
fortunate and fatal hour. On the evening uf tho 2YUi he isHued his final 
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orders. A crowd of dervishes visited the tents, to instil the desire of 
miu'tyrdom, find the assurance of spending an immortal 5 'oiiLl\ uinidat the 
rivers and gardens of paradise and in the embraces of the ihick-eyed 
virgins. Yet Muliauimed principally trusted to the efficacy of temporal 
and visible rewards. A double pay was promised to the victorious troops; 
“The city and the buildings,” said Muhaiiimed, “are mine] but I resign to 
your valour the captives and the spoil, the treasures of gold and beauty; 
bo rich and be happy. Many are the provinces of my empire: the intrepid 
soldier who first ascends the \valla of Constantinople, sliall be rewarded with 
the governmoJit of the fairest and most wealthy; and my gratitude shall 
accumulate liis honour.^ and fortunes above the measure of his OAvn hopes.” 
ynch various and potent motives diffused among the Tnrlcg a general 
ardour, regardles.s of life, and impatient for action; Hie camp re-echoed 
wUh the j\[oslem shouts of “(lod is Clod, there is but one God, and 
Mohammed is the apostle of Clod; ” and the sea and land, from Galata to 
the Seven Towers, were illuminated by the blaze of tlieir noctiu’ual fires. 

Far different was the stale of the Christians ; who, with loud and impo¬ 
tent complaints, deplored the guilt, or the puniehmonl, of their sins. The 
celestial image of ino virgin had boon exposed in solemn procession; but 
their divine patroness was deaf to their entreaties; they accused the obsti¬ 
nacy of the emperor for refusing a timely surrender; anticipated the liorrors 
of their fate ; und sighed for the repose and security of Turkish servitude. 
'iTe noblest oC tlie Greeks, and the bravest of the allies, were summoned to 
the palace, to prepare them, on the evening of the twenty-eighth, for the 
duLios and dangers of the general assault. The last speech of Palrcologus 
was the funeral ovation of tlie Roman Empire: ho promised, he conjured, 
and lie vainly attempted to infuse the hope which was extinguished m liia 
own mind. In tliis world all was comfortless and gloojny; and neither 
tlio Gospel nor the cliuroh have proposed any conspicuous recompense to the 
heroes who fall in the service of their country. But the example of 
their prince, and the confiuomeiit of a siege, had armed these warriors with 
the courage of despair; and the pathetic scene is described by the feelings of 
UiG historian Phrantzes,/ who was himself present at this mournful assembly. 
'J'hey wept, they embraced; regardless of thoir families and fortunes, they 
devoted their lives; and each comnmndor, departing to his station, main¬ 
tained all night a vigilant and anxious watch on tlie rampart. Tlie emperor, 
and some faithful companions, entered tho dome of St. Sophia, which in a 
few hours was to be converted into a mosque, and devoutly received, with 
tears and prayers, the .sacrament of the holy communion. He reposed some 
moments in the palace, which resounded ^Yith cries and lamentations; solic¬ 
ited tlie pardon of all whom lie miglit have injured j and mounted on horse¬ 
back to visit the guards, and explore tho motions of tho enemy. The distress 
and fall of the last Conslaiitiiie are moro glorious than the long prosperity 
of the Byzantine cojsars. 


THB FIKAL ASSAUIiT 

Ill the confusion of darkness, an assault may sometimes succeed; but 
in this great and general attack, tho military judgment and astrological 
Icnowledgo of Muliammed advised him to expect the morning, the memorable 
29th of May, in the fourteen hundred and fifty-third year of tho Cliristian 
era. The preceding night had been strenuously employed. Under pain of 
death, silence was enjoined; but tho physical laws of motion and sound are 
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not obecUont Lo discipline or fear; eacli individual might suppress his voice 
and moasiire Ins footsteps; bufc the march aiul lahoni* of tbousaiida must in¬ 
evitably produce a strange confusion of dissonant chiniourg, which rciiched tho 
ears of the watchmen of the towers. At tlnybreah, without the customary 
signal of the morning guu, the Tnrlw assaulted the city by sea and land; and 
tlie similitucle of a twined or twisted thread has been applied to the closeness 
and contiimity ol their line of attack. 

The foremost vtinha consisted of tho refuse of the host, a voluntary 
crowd, who fought without order or command; of the foobleness of ago 
or childhood, of peasants and vagrants, and of all who liacl joined tho camp 
in tile blind liope of plunder and martyrdom. The common impulse drove 
tlieni onwards to tliG wall: the most audacious to climb wero instantly pre¬ 
cipitated ; and not a dart, not a bullet, of tlio Christians was idly wastecf on 
the aocnniulated throng. But their streiigUi and ammunition wore exlmusied 
in this laborious defence; tho ditch was lillod with tlio bodies of the slain; 
they Hupportod the footsteps of their cowpiimions; and o£ this devoted vnn- 
gnard, the death was more serviooiiblo than tho life. 

Cndci' their respective pasltas and saujaks, tlic troops of Anatolia and 
llomania wero successively led to the charge; tlioir progress waa various 
and doubtful j but, after a conflict of two hours, tho Greeks still maintained 
and improved their advantage. In that fatal moinont, tho janizarios arose, 
fresh, vigorous, and invincible. Tho sultan liimself on horsebaolr, with an 
iron inace in his hand, was the spectator and judge of tlioir valour; lie was 
surroundecl by ten thousand of his domestic troops, whom ho resorvocl for 
the decisive occasion ; and the tide of battle was directed and impelled by 
his voice and eye. Ilis numerous ministers of justice woro posted beiiiud 
the lino, to urge, to rosirain, and to punisli; and if danger was in tlio front, 
sliamo and inevitable death wore in tho rear of the fiigitivos. Tho cries of' 
fear and of pain were drowned in tho martial music of drums, trumpets, 
and attaballs} and experience lias proved that tlio mechiinical operation of 
sounds, by (luickening tlio circulation of Iho blood and spirits, will act on 
tlio luinuiii nmohino more forcibly than llio oloquenco of reason and honour. 
From the lines, the galley.?, and tho bridge, tlio Ottomau artillory tliundered 
on all sides; and tlio camp and oity, tho Greeks and tlio Turks, wore involved 
in a cloud of smoke, which could only be dispelled by tJio nnnl doliveranco or 
doatrucbioii of the llonian Empire. 

The immediate loss of Coimtiintinoplo may bo ascribed to tho bullet, or 
arrow, which pierced tho gauntlet of .John Jnstimam. Tho .sight of his 
blood, and llic exquisite pain, appalled tho courage of the cliief, whoso arms 
and counsels were the firmest rampart of the oily. As ho withdrew from his 
station in quest of a surgeon, his flight was percoivod and stopped by tlio in¬ 
defatigable emperor r “ Your woiiiiil,” explained Pahoologiis, “ ia slight; the 
danger i.s pressing ; your presence is necessary; and wliithor will you rotiro ? ” 
" I will retire,’* said tlio trembling Geiioeso, ”hy tlio buiiiq road which God 
has opened to the Turksand at these words he Inustily i»a9.?ed through one 
of the breaches of tho inner wall. By this pusillanimous act, he stained tho 
hoiiour.s of a military life; and the few days wliicli he Murvived in Galata, 
or tlie isle of Cliios, were embittered by his own and tho public rnproach.^ 

^ rjustinlftiil ia {lofoiulecl by I'inlay^ on jippai'oiitly good gi’oniuls. IIq ncmftiulcd additional 
fc'iins fm- tliQ tlofenco of tlio great breach; those woro vofuaed by tlio guviul duke Nolarnfl, who 
had llio ortlclal couuol ovov the avUUery, ConaUaUno was obllRcel lo oxovl i\U hla avWhoriiy 
topiovonfc tho ttyo goncrnls coming to blows. Justhilaiu’fl wound inuRt havo fliflabicd liiin ; 
lie retired lo his ship to have it dressed and It was found lo bo mortal. IIis dialogue with Conataa- 
tiuc, I’mlay stvys, “ is evidently a vholorical invention.” 
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His exaini)le -was imitated by the greatest i)avt of tlie Latin auxiliaries; and 
the defence began to Blacken -whon the attack was pressed with redoubled 
vigour. The number of the Otlomana was fifty, perhaps a hundred, times 
superior to that of the Christians ; the double -walls were reduced liy the 
cannon to a heap of ruins; in a circuit of several miles, some places must be 
found more easy of access, or 
more feebly guarded ; and if 
the besiegers could penetrate 
in a single point, the whole 

city was irreGoverably lost. /n"/ ) 

The first "who deserved the ^‘i / 

auUan’B reward was Hassan i^ r 

the janizary, of gigantic stat- 

ure and strength. With his 

scimitar in one hand, and 

his buckler in the other, he 

ascended the out-ward fortifi- ^ 

cation j of the thirty janiza- C ^ 

ries who wore emulous of his *' 

valour, eighteen perished in 
the bold adventure. Ilassan 

and liis twelve companions had _ J 

reached the summit; the giant Fifteenth CitNxuii-y oanson 

was precipitated from the ram- (ahw d* ^[(.ntfr.^lcoD) 

part; he rose on one knee, and 

was again oppressed by a .shower of darts and stones. But his success had 
proved that the acliiavement was possible; the walls and towers were instantly 
covered with a swarm of Turks; and the Greeks, now driven from the vantage 
ground, were overwhelmed by increasing multitudes. 

Amidst these multitudes, the emperor, who aceompliBhod all the duties 
of a general and a soldier, was long seen, and finally lost. The nobles, who 
fought round Ilia person sustained, till their last breath, the lionourable 
names of Palicologus and Cantacuzemis; liis mournful exclamation was 
heard, “ Cannot tlioro be found a Cliriatian to cut off my head ? ” and his 
last fear was that of falling alive into the iiands of the infidels. The pru¬ 
dent despair of Constantino cast away the purple; amidst tlie tumult ho 
fell by an unknown hand, and his body was buried under a mountain of 
the slain. 


Fifteenth CitNxuuv Oannon 
(A a«r De ^^ODt^nIlcoo) 


After hi.s deatli, resistance and order were no more ; the Greeks fled 
towards the city; and many wore pressed and stifled in the narrow pass of 
the gate of St. llomanus. The victorious Turks rushed through the breaches 
of the inner wall; and aa they advanced into the streets they were soon 
joined by their brethren, who liad forced the gate Thenar on the side of the 
hfirbour. In tlio lirst heat of the pursuit, about two thousand Christians 
were put to tlio sword; but avarice eoou prevailed over cruelty ; and the 
victors aokiiowlodged tliat they should immediately have given quarter, if 
the valour of the emperor and his chosen baiidg had not prepared them for a 
similar opposition in every part of the capital. 

It was thus, after a siege of fifty-throe days, that Constantinople, which 
had defied the power of Oliosroes, the chagan, and the calipha, was irretriev¬ 
ably subdued by the arms of Muhammed II. Her empire only had been 
subverted by the Latins; her religion was trampled in the dust by the 
Moslem conquerors. 
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On the assurance of the public calamity, the housea and couventa were 
instantly deserted; and the trembling inliabitaiita flocked together in the 
streets, like a herd of timid nniniixls, as if ncouniuUted weakness could bo 
productive of strength, or in the vain hope, that, amid the crowd, each indi' 
vidinil might he safe and invisible, From every part of the capital they 
flowed into the church of St. Sophia; in the space of an hour, the sanctiiaiy, 
the choir, the nave, the upper and lower galleries, were filled with tho mul¬ 
titudes of fathers and husbands, of women and children, of priests, monks, 
and religions virgins; tlio doors were barred on the inside, and they sought 
protection from the sacred dome, which they liad so lately ablmrred as a pro¬ 
fane and polluted edifice. Their confidence was foinulod on Die propliecy 
of an enthusiast or impostor, that one day tho Tiu’ks would enter Constanti¬ 
nople, and pursue tlm Romans as far as the colinnn of Constantine, in the 
square hoEorc St. Sojilria; but that this would bo tho term of tiioir calami¬ 
ties; that nil angel would descend from licavcn, with a sword in his hand, 
and would dolWev tho ouvpive, ^Yi^\ that colcatlal weapon, to a poor man 
.seated at the foot of tlio column. “Take this sword,” would ho say, “and 
avenge the people of tlio Lord.” At these animating words the Tuvlcs would 
instantly fly, and tlio victorious Romans would drive them from tho West, and 
from all Anatolia, as far as tlio frontiers of Persia. It is on this occasion, that 
DiioaSji/with some fancy andmnch truth, upbraids the discord and obstinacy 
of tho Greeks. “Had that angel appeared,” oxclaima tho historian, “Imd 
he offered to oxteriniiiate your foes if you would consent to tlio union of the 
eburoh, oven then, in that fatal moment, yon would have rojeoted your 
ov have deceived yo\u* God.** 

wiiilG they expected the dcsocut of tho tardy angel, tho doors wore 
broken witli axes; and, as tho Turks encountered no rosistiinco, their blood¬ 
less hands wore employed in aolcoting and securing tho nmUituclo of tlieir 
prisonors. Youth, beauty, and the appearance of wenltli attracted their 
choice; and the right of properly was deoided among Ihomsolvos by a prior 
seizure, by personal strength, and by the authoriLy of commaiul. In tho 
space of an hour, the male captives wore bound with cords, the femalea with 
their veils and girdles. Tho senators wore linked with their slaves; the 
prelates with the porters of the church; and young men of a plebeian oluss 
with noble inciids, wlioso faces had been invisible to the sun and tlioir noai‘o,st 
kindred. In this common captivity the ranks of .society wore confounded j 
the ties of nature were cub asunder : and llio inexorable soldier was careless 
of the fatlier’.s groans, the tears of tho motlicr, and tlio laiuoiitations of tho 
children. The loudest in their wailiug!3 wore the nuns, who woro lorn from 
the altar with naked bosoms, outstrotchod luiiula, and diahovollod liair ; and 
\V 0 should piously believe that few could bo tempted to prefer the vigils of 
tlie harem to those of the monastery. 

Of these unfortunate Greeks, of these dome.sUo aiiiiiials, whole strings 
were rudely driven through tho streets; and as the oonqiierors woro eager 
to return for more prey, their trembling pace was quickened witli nuinacos 
and blows. At the game hour, a similar rapine was exorcised in nil tlio 
chiu'ches and nionusterie-s, in all tho palaco.s and Imbitations of the capital; 
nor could any place, liowcvcr .sacred or .sequosLorod, protect the persons or 
the property of tlic Greeks. Above sixty thousand of iJiis devoted people 
were transported from tho city to tlio camp and fleet; oxohangod nr sold, 
according to the caprice or interest of their masters, and dispersed in romotn 
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servitude through the provinces of the Ottoman Em 2 )ire. Among these we 
may notiee some remarkable characters. The historian Phrantzes, first 
chamberlain and lirinoipal secretary, was involved, with his family, in the 
common lot. After suffei'ing, for months, the hardships of slavery, he recov' 
ered his freedom; in the ensuing winter he ventured to Hadriaiiopolis, and 
ransomed liia wife from the mir baahi, or master of horse ; but his two chil¬ 
dren, in the flower of youth and beauty, bad been seiv-ed for the use o£ Mii- 
luunined himself. The daughter of Plirantzes died in the seraglio, perhaps 
a virgin; his sou, in the fifteenth year of his age, preferred death to infamy, 
and was stabbed by the hand of the royal lover. 

The pride or cruelty of Muhamincd would have been most sensibly grati¬ 
fied by tlie capture of a Roman legate; but the dexterity of Cardinal Isidore 
eluded the aearoh, and he escaped from Galata m a idebcian habit. The 
chain and entrance of the outward harbour was still occu 2 )ied by the Italian 
slujis of mci'chandiso and war. Tliey had signalised their valour in the 
siege; they embraced the moment of retreat, while the Turkish mariners 
wore dissipated in the pillage of the city. When they hoisted sail, the 
boaoh was covered with a siipiiliant and lamenlable crowd; but the means 
of transportation were scanty; the Venetians and Genoese selected their 
countrymen; and, notwithstanding the fairest promises of the sultan, the 
inhabitants of Galata evacuated their bouses, and embarked with their most 
precious effects. 

In the fall and the sack of great cities, an historian is condemned to 
repeat tho tale of uniform calamity; the same effects must be produced by 
the same passions; and when those passions may bo indulged without con¬ 
trol, small, alas! is tho difference between civilised and savage man. Amidst 
the vftgue exelainnUons of bigotry and hatred, the Turks are net aooueed of 
a wanton or immoderate effusion of Christian blood ; but according to their 
maxima (the maxima of antiquity) the lives of the vanquished were for¬ 
feited ; and the legitimate iward of the conqueror was derived from the 
eerxioe, tlvQ eelo, ov tho vmsova oi bis oaptvvea of both tovLos. The w<i«dtb 
of Constantinoplo had been granted by the sultan to his viotorious troops; 
and tho rapine of an hour is more produotive than the induBtry^ of years. 
But as no regular division was nttompled of tho spoil, llie respective shares 
were not detormiiied by merit; and the rewards of valour were stolen away 
by tho followors of tho camp, who had cleclinod tho toil and danger of the 
battle. The narrative of their depredations could not afford either amuse¬ 
ment or instruction; tho total amount, in tho last poverty of the eraiiire, has 
been valued at four millions of ducats; and of this sum, a small part was the 
property of the Venetians, the Genoese, the Florentines, and the merchants 
of Ancona. Of these foreigners, the stock was improved in quick and per¬ 
petual oii'culation; but the riches of the Greeks were displayed in idle oston- 
tatioii, or deeply buried in treasures of ingots and old coin, lost it should be 
demanded at their hands for the defence of tliair country. 

The profanation and plunder of the monasteries and oliurches excited 
tlio most tragic complaints. Tho dome of St. Soidiia itself, the earthly 
heaven, the second flriuanieiit, tho vehicle of the cherubim, tlie throne of the 
glory of God, was despoiled of the oblations of ages; and the gold and 
silver, the pearls and jewels, tho vases and sacerdotal ornaments, were most 
wickedly converted to tlio service of mankind. After the divine images had 
been stripped of all that could be valuable to a ^jpofane eye, the canvas, or 
the wood, was torn, or broken, or burned, or trod under foot, or applied, in the 
stables or tho kitchen, to the vilest uses. 

II, w, —VOL, viT, 2 a 
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TJie example of sacriiege was iiiiitalcd, liowovor, from Uie Latin con- 
(juerorts of Oonstantiiiople; and the treatment wJiich Christ, tlio Virgin, and 
tlie sainty had sustained from, the gudty Catholic, might be intlicted by the 
zealous Muasulinaii on the monuments of idolatry. Perhaps instead of join¬ 
ing tJie public elatnour, a philosopher will ob.servo that in tho declino of the 
arcs the ivorkinauship could not be more valuable than the work, and that a 
fresh supply of visions and miracles would speedily be renewed by the craft 
of tho priest and the credulity of Llie people. He will more seriously de¬ 
plore the loss of the Byzantine libraries, which were destroyed or scattered 
in the general confusion ; 120,000 niauiiscripts arc .said to have disappeared; 
ten volumes miglit be purchased for a single ducat; and the same igno¬ 
minious price, too high perhaps lor a sliolf of theology, included the whole 
works of Aristotle and Homer, tlio nol)le.sl iiroductiona of the science and 
literature of ancient CJreoce. We may reflect, with pleasiu'o, tluit an 
inestimable portion of our classic treasuros was safely deposited in Italy ; 
and that the mechanics of a German town had invenlod an art which doridos 
the havoc of time and barbarism. 

From tliG lirsb hour of tho memorable 2Uth of May, disorder and rajiiiio 
prevailed in ConstauUnoplo, till tho eighth hour of tho Hiiine clay; wlion tho 
sultan himself passed in Iviumph tlivougU tho gale of St. lloinanus. Ho 
was attended by his vizins, pashas, and guards, each of whom (»ay.s a Byzan¬ 
tine liiatovian) was robust as Hcrculc.s, dexterous as Apollcj, and equal in 
battle to any ten of the race of ordinary inortula. 'J’he conqueror gazed with 
.satisfaction and wonder on tho strange tliough splendid fippearanco of tho 
doiuos and palaces, so dissimilar from the stylo of oriental arcliitecturo. In 
the Hippodrome, or atmeidan^ his oyo was attracted by the twisted coluinu of 
the three florpeiila ; and, us a trial of his .strongth, he aliattercd with his iron 
mace, or battle-axe, tho undor-jaw of one of tlicao monsters, which in tliu 
eyes of the Turks were the idols or talismans of tlic city. 

At tho principal door of Bt. Sojihia, he alighloil from his horse, and 
mAered the dome; and such was his joiAous regard for that uremunent of his 
glory, that on ob.sei'viiig a zealous Mmssuhnan in tlio act of broiiking tho 
marble pavement, ho admonished liiin, with Jii.s soimitav, that if the spoil and 
captives were granted to the soldiers, the piiliUc and private buildings had 
lieen reserved for the priuoc. By his command tho metropolis of the Eiistoru 
church was transformed into a mosque; tho rich and jiortahlo instrmnents 
of auperstitiou had been removed ; the crosses were thrown down ; and the 
walls, which were covered with images and mo.saic.s, wore waslicd and puri- 
Jied, and restored to a stale of naked Hiinidioity. 

On the same day, ov on tho ensuing Friday, tho mmzain or eviov, ascended 
tlie most lofty turi'ot, and proclaimed the czan, or pulilic invitation in tho 
name of God and Ins prophet j llm iiiiain prcaoliod ; and Muliammod If iier- 
fonued the namaz oC prnycr and thanksgiving on tho grout allav, whore the 
Christian mysteries had so lately been oelehrated heforo the last of tho 
ciosara. From St. Sophia he proceeded to tho august Init desolate mansion 
of a hiindrod successor.s of iho groat Oonslantino j but which, in a few hours, 
luid been atrijiped of tlie pomp of royalty. zV niclnncholy rollectinn on tlio 
vicissitudes of human gre,atne.ss forced ilsolf on Jus mind ; and ho repented 
an elegant distich of Fersian poctiy: “Tlie spider hath woven lii.s web in 
the imperial palace; and tho owl hath sung her watcli-soug on the towora 
of Afraaiab.” 

Yet his mind was not satisfied; nor did tho victory socin cnriiiiloto, till lie 
was informed of tlie Cute of Goiistaiitine — whether he hud escaped, or been 
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made prisoner, or had fallen in the battle. Two jaiiizancH olaimed the hon¬ 
our and reward of his death j the body, under a heap of slain, was discovered 
by the golden eagles embroidered ou his shoes; the Greeks acknowledged 
with tears the head of tlieir late emperor; and, after exposing the bloody 
troijhy, Muhammed bestowed on his rival the honours of a decent funeral. 
Clemency was extended to the principal officers of state, of whom several 
were ransomed at his expense; and during some days he declared himself 
the friend and father of the vanquished people- But the scene was soon 
changed; and before his departure the Hippodrome streamed with the blood 
of Ids noblest oaptives. His perfidious cruelty is execrated by the Chris¬ 
tians 3 they adorn with the colours of heroic martyrdom the execution of tlie 
grand duke and his two sons ; and Ida death is ascribed to the genoroua 
refusal of delivering his children to the tyrant’s lust. Yet n Byzantine his¬ 
torian has dropped an unguarded word of conspiracy, deliverance, and Italian 
succour ; such treason may be glorious, but the rebel w)io bravely ventures, 
has justly forfeited his life ; nor should wc blame a conqueror for destroy¬ 
ing the eneniieB whom he can no longer trust. On the ISfch of June the 
victorious sultan returned to Hadrianopolis; and smiled at the base and hol¬ 
low embassies of the Christian princo.s, who viewed their appi*oaching ruin in 
the fall of the Eastern Empire. 

Constantinople had been left naked and desolate, without a prince or a. 
people. But she could not be despoiled of the incomparable situation which 
maiMca her fur the metropolis of a great empire ; and tlie genius of the place 
will ever iriumpli over the accidents of time and fortune. Brusa and Hadri- 
nnopolis, the ancient seats of the Ottomans, sank into provincial towns j and 
Muliammed established lua own residence, and that of his successors, on the 
aatue couuiuuuUug spot wlucK had been cUoaeu by Coustavitiue. Th<i {cvtlh- 
oatious of Galatu, which might afford a shelter to the Latins, were prudently 
destroyed 5 but the damage of the Turkish cannon was soon repaired. As 
the entire property of the soil and buildings, wlictlior public or private, or 
profane or saered, wa.s now transferred to the conqueror, he first separated a 
space of eight furlongs from the point of the triangle for the establishment 
of his seraglio or piilaca. In the new character of a mosque, the cathedral 
of St. Sophia was ondowod with an ample revenue, crowned with lofty mina¬ 
rets, and surrounded with groves and fountains, for the devotion and refresh- 
raent of tlie Aloslems. Tne same model was imitated in the jami or royal 
mosques 3 and the first of these were built, by Muliammed himself, on the ruins 
of tlie church of the holy apostles and the tombs of tlio Greek emperors. 

Constantinople no longer appertains to the llomnn historian 3 nor shall 
we Giuinierato the civil and religious edifices that were profaned or erected 
by its Turkish masters ; the population was speedily renewed 3 and before 
the end of September, five thoiisaiid faiinlics of Anatolia and Romania had 
obeyed the royal mandate, which enjoined them, under pain of death, to 
occupy their now habitatioiia in the onpital. The throno of Aluhammed wag 
guarded by tlio numlierH and fidelity of his Moslem subjects; but his rational 
policy aspired to colleot the remnant of the Greeks 3 and they returned in 
crowds as soon as they were assured of their Uvea, their liberties, and the 
free exercise of tlioir religion. In the election and investiture of a patriarch, 
the ceremonial of the ByKaiitine court was revived and imitated. With a 
mixture of aatiafaotion and horror, they beheld the sultan on his throne ■, 
who delivered into the luinda of Geniiadhis the erosier or pastoral staff, the 
symbol of his eoclosiaatical office ; who conducted the patriarch to the gate 
of the seraglio, presented him with n hor.se richly caparisoiiod, and directed 
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the vizirs and 2ia8has to lead him to the yalace wliioli had been allotted for 
his residence. The cliurchoa of Constantinople wero shared between the two 
religions . their limits were marked; and, till it was infringed by Selim, the 
grandson of Muhammedjthe Greeks enjoyed above sixty years the benefit of 
this equal partition.^ 


END OF THE COM^TENt AND PAL/fiOLOGI 

The final extinction of the last two dynasties which have reigned in Con- 
vStantiiiojole terminates tile decline and fall of the Roman Enijjire in the East, 
'rhe despots of the Morea,a Deniotriusaiid Thomas, the two surviving brothers 
of the name of Palieologus, were astonished by the death of the emporor 
Constantine^ and the ruin of the monarchy. Hopeless of defence, they pre¬ 
pared, with the noble Greeks who adhered to ilioir fortune, to seek a refuge 
in Italy, beyond the roach of the Ottoman thunder. Their first approhoii- 
siona were dispelled by the victorious sultan, who contontecl himself with a 
tribute of twelve thousand ducats; and while hia ambition explored the 
contiuont and the islands in .search of prey, ho indulged the Morea in a 
respite of sovon years. But tlii.s respite was a period of g;riof, disoorcl, and 
misery. 'L'lie h&xmnilion, the rampart of tho isthmus, so often raised and so 
often subverted, could not long be defended by tlirco hundred Italian 
archers; tho Iceys of Corinth wore sei?.ed by the Turks; they retnrnud 
from their suiuinev excursions with a train of captives and spoil 5 and 
the complaints of the injured Greek.s were lieard witli indiffuronoo and 
disdain. Tiio Albanians, a vagrant tribe o£ sho^vherds and robV)ei's» filled 
the peninsula witli rapine and murder; tho two despots iin2)lored tlio dan- 
geroufl and liuiuilmting aid of a neighbouring pasha; luut when ho had 
quelled tho revolt, his lessons inculcated tho rule of tlioir future conduct. 

Neither the ties of blood, nor llio oatlis wliicli they repeatedly pledged 
in the communion and boforo tho altar, nor tho stronger proHsure 01 neces¬ 
sity, ooulcl reconcile or siisijond their doino.stic quarrels. They ravaged oacli 
other’s patrimony with fire and sword ; the alms and suocour.s of the West 
wore consumed in civil hostility; and tlicir power was only exerted in 
savage and arbitrary oxeGulions, The distress and rovongo ot the weaker 
rival invoked their supremo lord; and, in tlio sea.son of maturity and re¬ 
venge, MuhammcA declared himself the friend of Demetrius, and marched 
into the Morea with un ii'reaistiblo force. When he had talcon possession 
of Sparta, “ You are too weak,’* said the suUau, to control this Uirhulcut 
province; I will take your daughter to my bed; und you aliall ^mss the 
remainder of your life in security and honour,” 

Dernotrius siglied and obeyed; surrendered his daughtor and his castles; 
followed to Hadrianopolis Ihg sovereign and son, and received for liis own main- 

[' Witli vegftul to tho moaniiigof the “ fall ” of Gonataialnoj)ln jvnd tho liopc of Its rise, It 
may bo well to quote tho theory of Uie RassopUilo liialoi'iau, (.xolxei’e ; ' ‘ Tho month of May, Kfin, 
had dragged tlio IByzanline Empire fln.^lly to i(a grove. Tiio Grcolt stipromaoy had long boon a 
tiling of tho past ; the hollow phantom of it woa nowtovaniah mvny. But Byzantium luia found 
a mighty heir, Tho emr of nun^ia took a princess of the house of ValfcciloguBtowifc; tUoovowu 
of ConataiiLino Monoinnchns was placed on tho Uencl of tho nntocrat of nil tho Uimalas In tlio 
Kretnllii, Tha Husalnn J^mpiro is dr/ado tho scquol to tho lly/nntino. And If ovor St. Sophia 
18 to be I’CatOL'ed to the tiuc Ealth, tuul Asia Minor dolwowd. from tlvts hklcoua ralavulo <^£ like TvwU, 
it can only coino to pass through tho agency of tho ewu of liuflsia. Noiio but tho czar of Ilus- 
sla, ‘ tlie clofeiuloi of the orthodox faith,’ and Inspired with a sctiso of tho ohligalloiia Involved in 
Ida gloat ortlco, can become cmperoi of Constantiuoplo.”] 

[2 The iiiodorn immo for the PeloponncBiia.] 
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teiiance, and that of liis followei’K, a city in Thrace, and the adjacent isles of 
liubros, Lemnos, aud Samothrace. He was joined the next year by a com¬ 
panion of misfortune, the last of the Comiienian race, wlio, after the taking 
of Constantinople by the Latins, had fomidcd a new empire on the coast 
of the Black Sea. In the progress of liis Anatolian conq^uests Muhammed 
invested with a fleet and army uie capital of David, who presumed to style 
himself emperor of Trebizond; and the negotiation was comprised in a short 
and peremptory question, “ Will you securo your life and ti'easiires by resign¬ 
ing your Iciiigdom; or would you rather forfeit your kingdom, your treasures, 
and your life? ” The feeble Comnenua was subdued by his own fears, and 
the example of a Mussulman neighbour, the prince of Sinope; who, on a 
similar summons, had yielded a fortified city with four hundred cannon and 
ten or twelve thousand soldiers. The capitulation of Trebizond was faitli- 
fully performed; and tho emperor with his family was transported to a 
castle in Romania; but on a alight suspicion of corresponding with the 
Persian king, David and the whole Comnenian race were sacrificed to the 
jealousy or avarice of tlio conqueror. 

Nor could the name of father long protect the unfortunate Demetrius 
from exile and coiifisoatiou; his abject submission moved the pity aud con¬ 
tempt of the sultan; his followers were transplanted to Conatantiuoplo; 
and his poverty was alleviated by a pension of fifty thousand nspera, till a 
monastic habit and a tardy death released Pahcologus from an earthly mas¬ 
ter. It is nob easy to pronounce whetlicr the sorvituclc of Demetrius, or the 
exile of lua brother Thomas, be the most inglorious. On the oon^uebt of 
tho Morou, the despot escaped to Corfu, and from thence to Italy, with some 
naked adherents; his name, his suHovings, and tho head of the apostle St. 
Andrew entitled him to the Iiospitality of tho Vatican; and liis misery was 
prolonged by a pension of six thousand ducats from the pope and cardinals. 
His two sons, Andrew aud Manuel, wore educated in Italy; but the oldest, 
contomiitiblo to his eiieniios and burdensome to Ins friends, was degraded by 
the baseness of his lUo and marriage. A title was his sole inheritance j and 
that inheritance ho successively sold to the kings of Prance and Aragon. 
During his Irausient prospeiity, Charles VIII was ambitious of ioining the 
onqiiro of the East with tlie kingdom of Naples; in a public festival, he 
assumed the appellation and tho purple of augustus; the Greeks rejoiced, and 
the Ottoman already trembled at the approach of the French chivalry. 
Manuel Palroologus, tho aeooud son, was tempted to revisit his native eoun- 
try; liis roturn might be grateful, and could not be dangerous, to the Porte; 
he was maintained at Constantinople in safety and ease; and an honourable 
train of Christians aud Moslems attended him to the grave. If there be 
some animals of so generous a nature that they refuse to propagate in a 
domestic state, the last of tho impeiual race must be ascribed to an inferior 
kind; ho accepted from the sultan’s liberality two beautiful females; and 
Jiis surviving son was lost in the habit aud religion of a Turkish slave. 

The imimrtanoe of Constantinople was felt and magnified m its loss; 
tho pontificate of Niuliolaa V, however peaceful and prosperous, was dis- 
lioiiourecl by the fall of tlio Eastern Empire; and the grief and terror of the 
Latins revived, or seemed to revive, tl\e old eulhusiasra of the Crusades. 
Had the union of the Christians corresponded with tlieir bravery; had every 
country, from Sweden to Naples, supplied a just pi'Opoi’Uon of cavalry aud 
infantry, of men and money, it is indeed probable that Constantinople would 
have been delivered, and that the Turks might have been chased beyond the 
Hellespont or the Euphrates. But the secretary of the emperor, who com- 
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posed every cidsLle, and attended every meeting, vEneas Sylvius, a siaLosmun 
and orator, describes from Ins own experience the repugnant state and spirit 
of Chi-istoiidoni. “ It is a body,” says lie, “ without a head ; a j'epnblio with¬ 
out laws or magistrates. The pope and llio emperor may sliino as lofty titles, 
as splendid images j but they are unable to command, and none are willing 
to obey; every state lias a separate prince, and every princo has a separate 
interest. What elotlueiiGe oould unite so many discordant and hostilo powers 
under the same standard’ Could they be assembled in arms, who would 
dare to assume the office of general? What order could be maintained — 
what military discipline? Who would undertake to feed such an enormous 
multitude ? Who would undeustaiid their various laiiguag(is, or direct their 
stranger and iiiooiui^atible manners? What mortal could reconcile the 
English with the French, Genoa with Aragon, the Germans with the natives 
of Hungary and Bohemia? If a small number enlisted in the holy wav, 
they must he overthrown by the infidels ; if many, by tlioir own weight and 
confusion.” 

Yet the same Ailneas, when ho was raised to the papal throne, under 
the name of Pius JI, devoted his life to the proseuutioii of tlic Turkisli 
War. In the council of Mantua, he excited soino sparks of a false or feeble 
enthuaiaam; but when tlio ponti(T appeared (d Ancona, to ombark in person 
witli the troops, engagements vanished in cxcufic.s; a precise day was ad¬ 
journed to an iiidennito term; and his cffcclivo army consisted of some 
Gorman pilgrims, whom ho was obliged to disband with indulgonoes and 
alms. 

llegai'dle.ys of fuiurily, his suooossor.s and tho powers of Italy w'cro in¬ 
volved in the sobemes of present and domG. 9 tio ambition; and tlie distance 
or proximity of oacb objeot determined, in their eyes, its apparent magni¬ 
tude. A more enlarged view of tlioii* intorest would liavo taught them to 
maintain a dofen-sivo and naval war against the ooiiimon enemy; and tlio 
support of Scaiiderbog (Iskander Bey) and his bravo Albanians miglit have 
prevented tho subseciuent invasion of tho kingdom of Naples. I'he Soge and 
sack of Otranto by Iho Turks diltusod a general constornatiun; and Pope 
Sixtus was preparing to fly beyond tho Alps, when tho storm was iiiHlantly 
dispelled by the death of Muhnmmed II, in tlio fifty-fir.sL year of lus age. 
Hia lofty genius aspired to the conriueat of Italy: ho was possossed of a 
strong city and a capacious harbour; and tho same reign might have been 
decorated with the trophies of the now and tho anoiont lloine.d 
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BOOK II 

THE LATEE EOMAN EMPIRE IN THE WEST 


INTMODUGTION 


Hl&TORY m QUTLlNli OIT THli -VYESTERN EMPIRE 

A. PEELIMINAKY survey comprising a CUKSORY view of the SWEISP 
OF EVENTS AND A TABLE OF CHRONOLOGY 

Having followed the fortunes of iKe Later Roman Empire iii the East 
to the final oollai^so, we return now to the ancient sent of the Roman Empire, 
whoro we are to witness a process at once of diainiegrntion and of develop¬ 
ment— disintegration of the old Roman influence, development of civilisation 
and power in ilio now peoples of the north. Our caption “Later Roman 
Einpu’0 in the West ” or “ Western Empire ’’ nuiel be lUiderstood as apply¬ 
ing rather loosely to the peoples now under consldaration. We have already 
(in Vol. VI) witnessed the overthrow of Rome by the Goths and the deposi¬ 
tion of the last legitimate emperor of the old Roman lino. It has been urged, 
howover, that no really critical alteration in the sweep of world-historic 
events attended this change. 

The fall of Rome marks a conveniont epoch in the retrospective view of 
the historian 5 it was scarcely an event tliat could greatly nave impressed 
contemporary witnesses. Odoacev acknowledged the authority of Zeno, 
emperor of the West, and when Odoaccr hinisolf was fissailed and overthrown 
by Thoodoric, the latter acted under tlio influence and authority of the same 
emporor. And for some ooniuries the rulers of Italy regarded themselves 
either as rejjreseiitatives or opponents of the Roman Empire. The Goths, 
tho Lombards, and the Franks in turn invaded Italy and came to dominate 
her fiffair.9. Yet in theory the Western Empire was atill the Roman Empire 
— though Rome herself had long since fallen from her old time position as 
capital. It will bo recalled tliat as early ns the time of Diocletian the seat 
of government for tho Western division of Uie empire was ti'ansferred to 
Mediolanum (Milan), and that, at a later day, Honorius made Ravenna his 
capital. Still the traditional glory of old Rome eould not be altogether 
effaced, and as time wont on tho ancient city came once more to be regarded 
as the centre of Italian influence. It was in Rome that Charlemagno was 
crowned as emperor of the West in tho jmivr 800 , and his successors repaired 
to the same ancient capital to receive the imperial dignity for some centuries 
afterward. 

Meantime the real contro of world influence in the West had been shift¬ 
ing to the north. The true capital of the empire of Cliarlomagno was Aachen 
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(Aix la CIuil)eUe). 'I'lio lainl of his nativity and the scat of his chief acLiv- 
ities lay to the north of the Alps. In awoi-d, noUvitkstaudhig the rotontion 
of tlie old naino, the Roman emperor of tlio West was ruler over a i^riucipal- 
ity tluit differed radically from the old Roman principality. There was no 
longer any life in the Latin race. Its time of docadcnco had coine. All 
hope for progress and developineiit, all prosxjcct of now world influenceH, 
lay with the peoples of the north — peoples of wonderful capacities, whose 
greatest traits could only hope to be developed after many generations 
of civilisation. A barhurian race cannot attain at once to all the fruits o£ 
higher culture. Just as in tho early day the Gieclc and Boinaii worked 
their way slowly up to the liig'li plane of avorld liistorical influence through 
many pre-liistoric goiior.itions, so the.so j»ewriice.s of tho north must bo given 
lime for development before they could hope to rival in the fruits of their 
civilisation the works of the oUl empires of the south. They wore to make 
progress rapidly, partly hocauso they had tlio old civilisation as ii model 
after which to build j but it was not to be expected that oven this aid would 
enable tlumi to cross tho chasm bet\V(5eii Ij.nhurisin and higher civilisation at 
a bound. 

In point of fact, they required some vAmturles for this develo]>mcnt. And 
since during this lime tho old civilisation at tho south had ceased ti> bo pro¬ 
ductive, tliose centuries are known to posterity a.s tho Dark Ages. Never¬ 
theless, there are here and tliero raj'.s of light in the gloom. At its worst 
the Western world did not recede into utter barbarism, though it oortainly 
sank far back from tho iiitoUoctual level of the earlier day. Fortunaioly, 
scholarship au(Ticed to produce record.s that oiiahlo us to form as complotc a 
picture of the life and dcvolopinent of tlic period as ncod bo desired. Follow¬ 
ing our custom we .shall first outline tho sweep of ovenUs in chronological 
epitome before turning to tho detailed uarrativo. 


FROM THE STIlUlING OF THIO HUNS TO THE FOUNDATION OF THE 
YISIttOTUlC KINGDOM (‘.^5^15 a,n.> 

Tho iutniaion of tlio haibaric tribes hoiii tins north into the Roman Einpiro ia ono of 
the main ovontH of world lualoiy. The dozen or .so bido-Oonnanic peoples ^lottlod 
between the Volga and the Rhine, together with the Ilniia, a race brliovcd to bo of 
Mongolian oiigai, are chiefly coaoornod m this movemoiit. It begiii.s towards tlio 
end of the fourth century a.d , when tho IIuiiH and the Almii invade tho territory of 
the Ostrogoths ill southoi'nRiiHsin. Tlio latter uiuto with tlioir inviulora audpioeceil 
against the Visigoths in easlcru llimg.aiy and Ruuiamn, Tlio Christian element of 
the Visigoth.s, owing to dhimteg with tho Itomaii.s, advance.^ to tho west. 

378 Tho impeiial foices oppose them at Iludriaiiopobs. Tho oiuiiorov Vale'll,s is slain. 

382 His successor Tlieodosins inalws jicacc with them for pay and lauds. 

39G Alario the Visigoth chieftain, notiecciving hisp.ay uoiu AvoadiuH, nuirchus into tho 
Peloponnesus, ravaging as ho goes. .StiUoho oppose.4 but allows him to escape. 
Alaric installed ns dux in ensleni TUyricnin. 

403 Alario returns to Illyiiouin after an unaiiocossful attempt to inv.irlo Italy. 

405-B Defeat of Radagaisus and bis Gorinau bauds who have invaded Italy. 'I’ho 
Vandals, Suevi, and Alani leave 1iie Damibo, advauco to tho Jlhiiu!, are driven off 
by tho G.auls, and 

409 settle in Spain (see Viaigotluc kingdom). Monnwhilo the Salic Franks aro leaving 

the Rhine delta and settling in noitlunn Gaul (sco IVIoiovnigian Icings) and the 
Burgundians on the middle Rhine (see kingdom of Biugnudy). 

410 Alario on hi.s second invasion caiitnres Romo and sucks it. Death of Alaric. 

411 Atawiilf, biother of Alaric’s wife, learls tho ViHigotUa into Gaul. He takes with him 

Honoriufl’ siater, a hostage, and niairien her (414). 

416 Ilaid pressed by the llomaiia Atawulf ^oes to Spain <aiid coiupici-H BaTcoloiia. Ho 
murdered. SIgerlo succeocis him, reigning only a Ioav duy.s, Wallin succeeds. Ho 
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makes a treaty of alliance with IIoiioriuK and icceives lei'idtory in southern Ga\d, 
w\dev Rowan fiwpi eiuucy, and the Yisigothio kingdom oi 'folosa [Tolosii (Toulouf-o) 
the capital] is Xoiincled. Tliia alliaiico, the first sign of fusion oetween the Latin 
iiiid Geiin.ni people, may be said to mark the leginning of lie modern icorid. 


THE VISIGOTHfC KIKGDOM IN FRANCE AND SPAIN (115-711 a.d.) 

At the time of foundation of the Viaigothic kingdom there exist two states estabUshed 
by the barbaric jieoplcs — the Snevi and the Vandals, wlio, as we have seen, invaded 
and settled in Spain (409). The Suevi have six kings wniil they are Ypducetl by 
the Visigoths in 400- G^odiBiadUB or ModigiadnB and his son O-undaiio rule the 
Vandals until 425, when Oenaaijc, biother of Gimderic succeeds. In 420 CJeiiseric, 
on invitation it is said of Boniface the Homan governor of Africa, leads the whole 
of bis people and a portion of the Alani to Carthage (seo kingdom of the Vandals 
in Africa). 

415-118 Wallla ns the ally of Rome wages war on the Vanduls, Siievi, and Alani in 
Spain. 

420 Tlieodono I, son of Alarlc, elected king on death of Wallin, The Visigoths begin to 
free tbemaolves from Romo. 

430 The Vandals leave for Africa. 

439 Defeat of the Romaus hy Theodoric at Tolosa. Treaty of peace with Avituh. 

451 The Romans and Visigoths wnilo against the invasion of Attila, king of the Ilims. 

Defeat of Attila, at battle of Chfllons m which Theodoric falls. His son Torismond 
succeeds. 

452 Toiisinond killed by his brother, Theodoilo II. 

450 Aa the ally of Roiuo, Theodoric ciosses into Spain and nearly extcuninatCR the Suevi 
in battle noai Astorga. lie Blrcngthciis Iiis own power and makes no attempt to 
restore the country to Rome. 

460 I'hoodono lulled bv Ids biother Biulo. 

460 Eui'io nmlcos the Suevi tributaiy. The Visigoths become completely independent of 
Rome. Euno is a legislator as well ns a warrior and publishes a code of laws. 

484 Death of Kuric, Ilis son Alaiio II succeeds. During liis icign the code Brevia- 
rium AUmcianum is published. Founded on liie Thcodosinn code, it impresses 
Roman iiLstitiitious and ideas on iho whole ricoplc. 

607 Doftth of Akric in a batUn with Clovis, the Morovingiaw king, at Vonloii. Qesalrlo 
his uatuial sou suocceds. Tlio OstrogoUis uiiito with tlio yi.sigoth9 and defeat the 
blerovingians at Aries Theodoric tho Great lakes possession of most of the Vlsi- 
gothic possessions in southern France. 

511 Amalai'lo, legitimate son of Alarlc II, micceeds. Ho Is grandson of Thcodono the 
Great, who rules hia realm for him. Tlio capital Irniisfeiiecl from Tolosa to Toledo. 
Ainalario marries dauglitor of Clovis. 

620 Death of Theodoric the Groat. Tho Ostro* and Visigothic kingdoms become definitely 
separated. 

581 Death ol Amnlaiic in a battle with Merovingian Franks. Theudes succcedH, 

542 Thoiuks repels a Fi ankish invasion of Si)ain. 

518 Tlieiidkeln .succeeds Theudes. 

649 Agila succeeds In bis reign tho Romans recover many towns on the sea coast in an 
jiUompt to regain the peninsula. 

654 Iinprisoinnent and murder o£ Agila. Ataiiagild, his political oppouout, .snoceeds 

667 Lluva or Lavua I aucceods. Leuviglld hccoiuea associated with him the following 
year. 

672 Death of Liuva. Leuvigild solo king. Ho icoovors some of the towns taken by the 
Romans. 

584 Final conquest of the Suevi. Their counliy becomes a province of tlie Visigothic 
Idngdom. 

686 Reonred I aiiccoeds. In his roign, 687, tho Visigoths aie coiivevtod from Ariankiu 
to oitbodox Catholicism. 

001 Death of Rccaicd, succeeded by Liuva H. 

008 Aasa^siuatiou of Liuva, succeeded by Witteiic* He recovers some towns from ilie 
Romans. 

610 Gundeinnr succeeds Witteric who is inuidered. 

612 Sisibut auccoeds. 

021 Reoared II, who i.n followed the same year by Sniiitlla. All fcbo teiritoiy seized by 
the lioinaiiB ia regained. Tho whole peuinauk is Visigobhio for tlio fiisfc time. 
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851 Snlnlila dothioned aud SisenaJvdo made Uiivg. 

G36 Chintella succeeds, followed by 
640 Tulga or Tulaa. 

642 Cindnsuiiito becomes kiug. 

849 Reoea\ilrtto becomes aasociafcGfl on the throne. 

862 Recesiiinto aola ruler at death of Cmdasuinto. 

872 Wamliia becomes king. 

680 UebJii'OiiGinenfc of Wamba. Ho aetires U> a monasteiy. Brviglua succeeds. 

887 Ergloa orBiglza succeeds 
608 Witiaa becomes associate king. 

702 Witiza sole king. 

700 Roderlo " the last of tiie Goths " iiauvps the fchrono. 

710 'the fwsb Saracens land in Spain> 

711 Sarnceji army luidei Thrik invndes Spain. Ilattlo or Xeies. Defoat and doath of 

Roderio. The Saracens easily acooinplLsh the oouqiiest of Spain as far as the 
irvouiatainous diatrlcia m the norUi. End of tU© Viai&othic kiugdoin. 


ICrnGDOJl OF TIIE VAKDA-LS IN AFllIOA (daO-Ba'l a.u.) 

420 The entn-c Vnndfll luition wjUlod in Spain, nuniljoriiig about 80,000, uiKlor tlio leadm- 
gbip of Gouvserio, oiosstea over to Africa, luvilcd, i(« w said, by Jloiiifuco, gowuor of 
Africa, then in diagraco at the court of Kavonna. Tbeso Vantlals mufluo a rapid 
plan of conquest, and are .soon in the possession of tho whole of lionuvn Africa 
except Carthage, Hippo, and Cirla. 

4Sl Ciipturo of Hippo after long siege. Death of St. Augnstino. 

ddi") 'Ci'Gftty between Gonseiic and valontinian III, by which tlio Homans retain only 
CaitliagQ mul vioinity. 

480 Without any provocation Oenseilo or Oaiseilo suddenly alLnolw and cajiturcis 
Cartilage. lie dates tho foundation of Ins kingdom from this year. His loign is 
ouQ of warfare. He build.s a largo fleet foi piratical purposes and nuikes Cailliago 
tho leading luavibimo power of tho Mediterranean. Tim Catholic ChriNtianH me 
much pciacoutcd. 

466 Capture and sack of Homo by Cionseric, at invitation of Valcntiniau's widow Eudo.'tia. 

•177 Hunoilo, Geiisciio's eldest son, inaviiod lo ISudocia, claughlor of Eudoxia, fliiocoodH at 
death of Genaoric. An ardent Ariau, ho i>oi8ccutc.s the Cuiholios. 

484 Ouiithnmimd or Gundmmutd, cousin of lluiieric, succredK him at his death. 

<10(3 Tluasawund becomes king on GuntlinmuiKl’s death. The people arc rapidly becom¬ 
ing degenerate tlivougli effects of cliiimtc, luxury, and vice. 

523 On death of Tliiasanuiud, Hildeilo, son of Ilmiuiio, Buocouds. Ho favours Catholi- 
cisiu and restoro-s bishops and chuichcs. 

681 The unpopular HiUIoric dcihroncil and imprisoned, his cousin Gollinoi placed on llio 
tlU’OIlG. 

553 To avenge the wrongs of Ilildoiic, .TuHtiniim .sends Belisariiia Lo iiivnclo kingdom. 
Capture of Carthage. Battle of 'J’ric.\niarum and isiiil of the Vandnlfj. Fliglit of 
Golimer. 

584 Surrender of Geliiner. End of the hiiigdoiii. The Vandals carriod Lo CoiistauLliioplo 
and sent to serve against the Pnrthian.s. A few Imiulied oecapB to Africa and take 
part in an insui-raclion against Bclisnrius which lie quells with cliflloulLy (530). Tho 
Vandals disappear fiom history. 


THE HERUIJANS AND OSTROGOTHS IN ITALY (470-555 a.d.) 

Atbila, kuig of the Huns, does not succeed in founding a hLuIo in the Roman Einpiro- 
At his dentil (453) the kingdom of the IIuiis falls to pieces. 'I'lio GepidH recovor 
tlieir liberty j tlio Slavonic tnbea follow suit, and gradually make tlioir way into 
Eastern Euiopo, their in'cseiit home, 

473 Odoaoer or Odovakei, leader* of the IlerulumB, a niilUnry conimandor in tho eniplnv 
of the emperor, w moved by tlio nob of OroBlc.s in deposing JuUuh 'Nopo.s Lo nttuolc 
Orestes in Pavni. Capture and excciiLioii of Orestes. 

‘170 This leads U) the dopoaition of the emperor lloimilua Augu.slulus, sou of OiosLos, and 
Odoacor is proclaimed king. Tho emperor 2eno nL ConalauLinoplo, who, with his 
successois, lemains only titular emperor of Italy, coiifors the patrician dignity on 
Odoacer. 
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4fi3 Zeno commissions Theodaric, king of the Ostiogolhs, to undertake the aifaiici of 
Italy. 

403 Defeat of Odoaccv l).v Theo dorlo the Gtreat at Eaveniia. Tlieodoric kills Odoacer and 
becomes king of Italy. He settles at Ravouna, tlie capital of the Western Empire 
since tlie time of Ilononiia, and absiimes name of Fleviu'f. Is recognised by Anasfca- 
fiiua at ConstautiuoplQ. Though piofeaaing allegiance to Rome, Theodonc establishes 
an independent monaichy. 

t)07 After dcfe at of tlie Vi sigoths at Vonlon, Tlieodoric assists them in dofeatm g the Hero- 
vingiana at Arlea. Theodoric aclila most of the Visigothic possessions in Prance 
to his kingdom. IIo also governs tlio Visigothic kingdom for his young grandson 
Ainalai ic 

624 Tiioodonc baa the philosopher Boethius and hia fnllicv-in-law Syiuinachus put to death 
for their efforts ou behalf of Albinua. 

620 Deabli of Theodoric. Ihs young grandson Atlialario succeeds under regency of his 
mother, Amaksuntlia. 

634 Atlialario dies of the plagne. Theodatus oi* Tlieodahad, a nopho’w of Theodoric, is 
elected Uiug. lie murders Athalanc’s mother, and in coiisequenco brings ou a war 
with the empiio 

636 Theodatu-s defeated by Belisarins and killed by his own soldiers. Witiges is elected 
kiu^. Eehsai'iufi continues the war agaiust Iho O.sfcvogotUs. 

537-538 Siege of Rome by Bolwarina. 

610 Witigos captured by Bohsarius and taken to Constantinoplo where Jig dies threo years 
later. Theodebald or Hildibald elected. 

641 Theodobald gains a violory over Bolisarlus, but is muiderecl by his body-guard, and 

Srarlo aiicceeds him. lie cnloi-s into negotiations with Justinian, which displeases 
hie subjects, and Totila or BaduUa is elected in his placo 

642 Totila captui'es Nai.los. 

516 Totila onpturcs Uoine. Bollsarius recovers it the following year. 

662 Ifnrsos replaces BeUeariiie in Italy. Defeat and death of Totiln at battle of Tagiiiro. 
Tlielaa or Telas is olcctod king. 

653 Defeat and death of Tlioias at the Draco. The Ostrogotlie oonoludo the war on con- 
(lil/ion that tlioy bo allowed to leave Italy. Failure of the expedition of the Alamau- 
umn leaders, fonthaiis and Buiilin, to oppose Narscs. Italy once more becomes 
part of the lloinaii Empire. 


THE EXARCHATE OVJCR ADL ITALY (553-608 a.o.) 

638 Naiaee rules Italy in the Byzantine emiHjrors’ namos ns nn oxaroh. He holds court 
nt Ravennn. 

602 Harjios takes Vorona and Brixia (Brescia). 

606 Haraes recalled to Coustantiuoplo by iin insulting message horn the empress It ia 
said fhat on account of this lio invites the Ijombard chief, Alboin, to seize Italy. 
Longinus succeeds him. 

068 Invasion of Alboin, the king of the Ijombavds, assiatod by tlio Gepida. IIo wresta 
noi thorn and contrnl Italy ns far as the Tiber liom tlie Byzantines. Venice, 
Ravonim, Genoa and tho Liguria, Naples, and southern Italy except Beueyeutum, 
coiitiune to form the exarchate, and tlioir history is part of the eastern division of 
the empire. Wo innsb now distinguish threo centres of rule in Italy—Pavia, the 
Lonibni'd capital; Eavennn, the strong scat of the Byzantine exarchate, while at 
Rome, to which the Lombard power is only feebly extended, the pope is fust acquh- 
ing strength and inlluonce. 


THE LOiHBARD KINGDOM OP ITAI.Y (608-774 A.n) 

Alboin, before Ins invasion of Italy, had conquered the Gepids with the did of tho 
Avars (607). Then togotlier with tho Gopids ho sweeps down upon Italy in 608. 

D71 Capture of Pavia after a three years’ resistance. Alboin makes it his capital. 

67.3 Jlindcr of Alboin by his wife, Rosamund, because, it is said, he attompts to make Jiei' 
diink from the skull of her father, the Gepid king, Cleph snccceds, He extends 
the Lombard conquc.st8 into soiithein Italy. 

676 Clopii i.s assassiiialecl, and tlio dukes do not elect another Boioreign for ten years, No 
central power. 

684 Election of Autliail, .son of Clepli, to the tin one. 
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088 Sinui'iigtluH, thc! Byzantinft exaich, foiiiis a conliLioii of tho Pranks, Ilonmns, and Avars 
to (U'hLroy tho Lonibaids. It' couips to uotliiiif?. The Lombards begin to be con- 
veifced to ortliocloxy. 

590 Agllnlf succeeds AuLhm. Teirilory in noitheast Italy, inoliiding Cremona, con¬ 
quered ivom the exarch. Confciiinance of cou version to oiLhodox Oailiolicism by 
Gregory the Great. 

593 Agiliilf threatens to invade Rome, but is bought off by Gregory. 

ah'! Adalwald siiGceccla kis father he is poisoned, niul 

G25 Ailwald oleoted. lie is an Ariftii. 

03Q Rothari aiiocGcds to the throne. IIo conquers Gonoa and the Liguria from the 
exarchate. 

042 'L'lie cxftioh and tho Romans .suffor a gn^at defeat nt lioiuls of Rotlmri cm the banks 
of tiro Sciilteiina (Tanni-o). 

044 Publication of the Lombard code of laws. 

Co2 Rodwald succeeds liis father. 

053 A.ssassiiiatioii of Rodwald. Aribeit I, a Bavarian, elected king. lie pvosevibefl 
Aiiaiiiain. 

001 Ariboit succeeded by his sons Perotaiit and Ctodebert. 

002 ©riinwald, dulce 01 Benevento, iismps the tlirono. Ho completes conversion of llio 
LotnbardH. 

071 Pcrotarit reiJiAtatcd 

08Q Death of Porctarit. Ilis son Cuniuebmt .succeeds. 

700 Llutberfc siiococtls. Is dothronod by 

701 Ragliibeifc. Arlbeit 11 also Icnig the same ycMir. 

712 Aiispraad clofoats Arilieib ni habile and tukes throns- Death of ^Vusprand. Lint- 
piand, hia sou. auoceeds. Lintnrand is a gusiL piince and sots ouL fo ('ouqdeto the 
subjngal/iftu of Italy, but succoeds only lu bieakiug up the indoponilonct' ol the two 
soiifehovii flLicines of Spoloto and Bcuc'v«nlo. 

726 On account of iconoclastic contiovei.'sy, Giogoiy II allies linn.Holf witli Ijiutjnaiul 
and throws olf allogianco to the Byzantniu hlinpiro. 'J'])o auLonoiiiy of Homo is 
established. 

728 Liutprand oapturos Classis near Ravenna, but tlie oxaich Futyclmia rotnkes il tho fol¬ 
lowing year. Tho popo appeals to Charles Mavlcl for aid against the Lombards in 
vain. 

744 LintqiraiuPa nopliew Hlldebiaud succeuds on his don-tli, but is shortly deposed and 
Ratohia made Icing. IIo conlinucHLlutprand's plan of ooiuiiiest but ih also deposed, 

749 and enters a monastoiy. Ilis brother Aletulf «uc«;codH. 

761 Aistulf capfciivos Ravenna. Tho Byzantine Ditipiro loses all possessions in conti’al 
Italy, ropin, Austrasiau mayor of tho palace, responds to the continued appeals of 
the popo for assistance against the Lmnburds. 

763 Pepin foices Aistulf to sue for peaeo. 

766 Aistulf violates iieaoo and with the norUiorn and Iknovoiitino Lombaids attacks 
Romo, Pepin comes a second fnno, and foiocs Aistulf to lelimpiish all his acquisi¬ 
tions, Ravonna, Pontapolis, and ollu'i’ laviitory lurlied ovei' to the pope, and tho 
liisb foundaUnii.s of the papal staU's aio hud. 'I’ho Byzautino ]iossoH,siim8 nro con- 
lined to soutlievii Italy. Vonico renuun.s hidepondGiit though noiuiimlly subjoutto 
Constantinople. 

760 Dentil of Aistulf DeBlderlua, diilro of Tiuscaiiy, succeeds. IIo allios himself witli 
the Gieekg against tho pope and the dukes of Spolclo and Benovonto 

771 On acco'jsion of Pope Adrian I, qmm'cls with papacy break out. JlosidGrius plunder,i 
the territory of Romo. Adiian appeals to Uhailynmgno, who is ])enidorina' fatliei- 
ill-law, for help. 

774 Clmilemagno captures DesidciiuB in Pavia, and a»gume.s titlo of king of tluj Lombards. 
End of tho Lomliard kingdom. Tho Lombards becomo iiuiorporatod with Iho 
Italian popul.atioii, and their country is oiiu ol! tlio groat provinces of Italy, until 
the Lombard citie.s regain llieir iiidopeiKleiieo (118.3). 


'rilE FRANKISH KINGS AND EjMPEUOIIS TN MOUTH AND CION'I’RAL 

ITALY (770-888 a.i>) 

774-781 Charlemagne (Chailcs the Cioat) wunains tho king of tbo LombavdH, 'I’lio iiopn 
letain.s the territory n-anted him by Topiii. 

780 The pope siunruona CnarJe-s against a coalition of Iho Byzautincn and the dulccH of 
Spoleto and Benevento. 
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781 Charleniagiie crowns hia son Pepin “ Icing of Ilaly.’' Tins is tlie first tune the title is 
used 

780 Charlemagne tednces Arichis of Beiicvento lo aiibjeoUoii. Tlie Italian Jominiom 
now extend to Calabria, although llctiovento never becomes entirely depeiulcnt. 

800 Coronation of Chavleniagnc as emperor. 

812 Death of Pepin. His son Bernhard succeeds. 

817 The cmpeior Loms I, le Deboi»mare» arrauges for Uia succession,-which avvaugement 
does not please Bernlnml and he rebels. Louis captures Beriiliai d, puts out his eyes, 
and takes tlie crown of Italy. Death of Beriiliard. ’ 

822 Louis makes Ins son Lotliair I king of Tlaly 
810 Death of Loiiia 

843 At ^heaty o£ Verdun, Lothaiv confirmed as cmpeior, receives Italy as paib of his 

kingdom. 

844 Louis II, son of Lothair, is crowned king of Italy. 

850 Louis shares the impcii ial dignity with hw father, 

855 Lotlmii gives up tho reins of governmoiit, and letiriiig to a inouaafceiy, dies same year. 
875 Oil death of Louis, his uncle Chailes the Bald invades Italy .and seizes the crown 
The pope crowns liim emperor. 

877 The pope summon.^ Charles to rtiivo the Saracon.s fiom Italy, but ho dies on the way. 

Carloman of Bavaria, .son of Ludwig the German, .seizes the ciown of Italy 
879 On death of Carloman the ciown coiuc.s to his biother Charlea the Tat. 

888 Deposition of Cliavles the Fat 'I'ho empire which, duruighis reign, lias been lestered 
to the extant of Chavletnagno’s doininiuns m again siiiiaeied. 


TI115 QUASI-ITALIAN SUCCESSION (888-902 A.n.) 

888 Italy (exooptuig, of counso, tho papal dominions and the ierntory under conti’ol of tlie 

ByzantiuG Empivel i« now divided betwoGU Boi engar of Fiiiih (grandson of Louis lo 
Ddboiuiairo) and Guklo of Spoloto. The cslato of LoinbHidy chooses Berengar I 
king. 

889 Guido, disapnoiutcd in hi.s hopw of ohlahmig tho ciown of Fi ance, leturns to Italy 

and drives Beioiigav into Genmmy. 

801 Guido and his aoii LauiborL ciowncd omperore hy Pope Forinosus. 

804 Death of (tuuIo. Ills son Lambert succeeds ns sole einpsrov. 

806 The Bast Fi ankish king Armill mvadcs Italy mi rc<pic.st of llao exiled Berengar, and 
is crowned ompoior. 

898 Death of Lambert Berengar regains Iiih kingdom. During tlie.so struggles tho Sai*- 
aceus make Irequeut iucuvsioua into Italy. 

900 Tho Magyars inviido Italy and badly defeat Boi'cngar. This is tliu oanse of much dis¬ 

satisfaction with Bciungar among Iho nohlcs. 

901 Louis of Pioveiioe invades Italy, and i.s crowned cmpeior Louia III by Benedict 

IV. Boi engar fiecs to Gcimiiniy, but relmns and rcgaiiia pos!>es3iou of his kingdom 
tho following year (902). 

905 After many sbruggles Berengar captiuos LouIh and puta out his eyes. 

910 Borongar crowned emjioior hy Jolin X in imvnrd for exertions against the Saracens. 
921 Conspiracy of noblos against Berciignrj the crown offered to lludolf II of Burgundy. 
Boren gar calls in aid of tho AlagyatB. 

924 Tlie people of Veioim, disguelcd nt Berengav’s nlllanoe, slay him. The Hungarians 
pillage Pavia and withdraw from Italy Rudolf of Bmguudy Sjupcaeds. 

92C Rudolf retires to Biirgtmdv, owing lo lack of support in Italy. Hugo, count of 
Aries, is placed on the tbiono hy a ixiwoTful party, 

931 Hugo asaooiaboH his sou, Lothali II, in the kingship. They nve little more than 
jiuppcts ill tlie liaiicls of a demoralised aristocracy. Ilugo fails in attempt to obtain 
imperial dignity. IIo renounces lits possessions in Provence lo lludolf on condition 
that tho latter make no further atlompte upon Italy. 

010 Ihncngar, inai'cjuis of Ivroa, takes np arms ngaiiiiit Hugo on accoun t of Ins tyiaimy and 
oppression. Hugo dobhioiicd. LoHiair retains title, hut Berengar is veal iiilor. 

9.50 Deatli of Lothair. Berengar II and his son Adalbert are eleotofl king.s of Italy. 
Borongai tvio.s to compel Adellioid, widow of Lothair, to marry Adalbert. On her 
refu.sal ho treats her most cruelly. 

951 On account of Adellicid’s wrongs Otto T, the East Eranldsh Icing, invades Italy and 
compels tlio two kings to become his vas'^als. Otto marrias Adellieid. 

002 Dopofiitiou of Beveugav and Adalbert. tlUo cvovnicd emperor. The kingdoms of Italy 
and Germany (East Francia) are nmted 
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the FIKST KlI^GDOM OF BEttGUNDY (113-534 a.d.) 

The Buigundiftiifi, a Gothic Inbe, invado Gaul in 276, but aic driven out by the eiiv 
peror probua. lleturuiiig in 287 they Hetllo on tho Neohar and tlio liliine, and 

413 They ostabliah a kingdom with dtindloar, their leader, ns king. 

430 Gtniidaiis aucceeda Ilia fatlier. Hoextends the kingdom, >Yluch lencbes from the 
SaQiie and lower llhone and from Dijon, to the MflditeiTiine.'iii. 

470 The kingdom is divided among Gimdcris’ four sons * Chilpeilo,Gunciobalfl,C!-odQgiflil, 
and G-ondeniar, but it is soon rcmiited under Giindobnld, who makes tho iiurgnndiuu 
code of laws. 

616 BlBleniuncl succoeds Jiis father, Gundobald, and lio in turn is fsiiecoeclod by Q-uncllmai. 

C84 Conquest of the kingdom of Burgundy by tho floiis of Clovis. Ft forms a part of tim 
Prankish kingdom. 

BQl The Prankish Idiigclom is redivided among tho sons of Clotairo. Burgundy n sopavnto 
kingdom until 013 (see Iderovinglan kings). 


THE SECOHD KIYGDOM OF BURGUNDY OR AKBE.y (870-1032 a.d.) 

When Cai'loinan soiae-s the kingdom of Italy m K77 ho compels Boson, Clio iiuponal 
govevnoi' of Charlea tl\o Ualu, to veUvo to Erance, wUo\c he possesses himself of 
Pi’ovonco and noidihoiiring territories. 

879 Boaoii founds the kingdom Oiajuran or Tiower Burgundy with cnpiUil at Arlos. 

882 B 0 .S 0 U compelled to recognise CiiailoH LIkj Fat as Iiis siixoriiiii. 

887 Death of Boson. lUs son LquU succeeds for tlucKj vcais under his mother's regency. 

888 Rudolf I, ft Guelf count, establishos the kingdom of Tiansjui-an ni Upper Buvguiuly. 

Hia eounti'y oonaistg of iiiorloru Switzerland as far east as tho Konss. 

901 Louis of Fiovonce, or Cisjuran Burgundy, invades Italy and is crowned oinpoi'ur 
Lon la lU. 

905 Boieugai' lOgaina pos-sosaion of Italy and puts ont Louis’ eyes. JiOuis rctiivns to Avles. 

Oil Death of lludolf F of Upper Burgundy. Ilia son, Rudolf II, Hnccecds, 

921 lludolf invited to invade Italy. IIo is pioclaimod king. Ho booonies veal rului' on 
dofttk of Beveugar, 92'!. 

026 Hugo, count of Arlos, who is vnliiig in tho name of tlio blind Louis, compels llndolC 
to I'Ctivo Hiul takes ttio thiono of Italy. 

027 Death ot Louis. Hugo succeeds him. 

031 Hugo axchaugcfl tho Cinjuvatt kingdom for Rudcylf’n claim on Italy. Tho Uinjuvau 
and Traiiajiii'aii kingdoms of Burgundy hocomo uiiitod uiuIgi’ Rudolf. 

937 Deatli of lludolf. JIj.s son Conrad sncoood.v 

003 Death of Conrad, llis son, Rudolf III, succeeds. 

lOlQ lludolf cedes the kingdom to the enipmor Uomy (1, but in to lomivin in \iosaosHiou 
until Ills death. 

1032 Death nf lludolf. Tho kingdom clainmd by Eiulos, count of Gliampagtio. But lh« 
mnpoiQi', Conrad If, causes liimsolf to b<5 crowned king of Burgundy, and llio noxb 
year, on clenlh of Uudes, enters into pcaeoful posseaHvou of the couuUy. Ihivgmuly 
hecoiUGs part of the Holy Homan Empire. 


'ITIE KINGDOM OF TUURINGIA 

The Tliui’iiigiaiis in the fourth and fifth contiiry have an exlunsivo Icingclom from Llio 
Elbe to the Danube. Tn 631, when Hoimotifiid is king, they aio attaclcod by tlio 
Merovingian Pranks (sows of Clovis) and tho Eaxonn wlio iKtnomu alliod for tliia 
purpose. Herniaiifvid is defeated aiul slain. 'I'lio northern part of tlio kingdom is 
laken by the Saxons and tho southern hccomes Frankish toniloiy. 


THE KINGDOM OP THE SALIC FRANKS OH MEHOVTNGTANS (^86-7.51 a.p.) 

The Salic Fianlrs 01 Morovingians, together with the llipimnaii I'kanlcs, Jiavn, by tlio 
beginning of the fifth ceutnryy Boitind along tin* lUniic niid its tributarins from 
Mainz to the sea They servo in the lugions of tho oinpiio. In 400 they odor groat 
resistance to the Vandals, Sunvi, and Alnni, who cross the llliino and Ihially sottlo in 
Spain. Tho Salians begin to apread over northern Gaul, and in 120, under tlioir 
chief Clodion, tlmy win a great battle at Cainlnay and reucli tin* Ltiiro. 



OUTLINE OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE IN THE WEST 369 


‘IIY Moroveeus or ov6e, son-iivlaw of Clodioa, succeeds as chief. 

‘lol T’hQ Fiauks laud aaaiatauce to Aetiuii» tl«5 Roman gaueval, td his victovy ovei Attlla at 
Chfvloiis. 

•158 ChildeiiCj aoii of Merovroiis, aucceeda as tlie Salic cliief. 

‘181 Clovis, .sou o£ Cliildei'ic, succeeds at age of fifteen 

180 Clovis uttaclca tho Romans under Syngirua at Soissons ni noithei ii Gaul, Ilia great 
victory dcskoya tho last vKitiges of Roman power in the country, and the Salic 
Iniigdom 19 established. Clovis nialces Soissons his capital, 

493 Clovis maiTies Clotilda, a. Clirisliau iirinoess. 

19G Viotoiy of Clovia ovei the Alnmamii. Conversion of Clovw and fclio Franks to ottho- 
dox Chriatianity. 

507 Ciovia defeats the Visigoths at the great battle of Voulon, and kills Alavic the Iving. 
He now pos-sesses the country from the Loiio to the Pyrenees, and tvansfei s hi.s capi¬ 
tal to Pans, where he oeoipies himself with fieciiring his kingdom by destiuction of 
all poweifnl upighboms, showing neither soriiplo nor pity. 

511 Promulgation of the Saho law. Death of Clovis and division of tho kingdom among 
hid four son.s. 

(1) Theodoi'lo or Thierry I takes the northeastern part (afterwards Aiistiasio), capi¬ 
tal at Meta. 

(2) ClilldeberC I, the contitil (1istrict« capital Paris. 

fii) Clodomir, western Gaul along the Loire, capital Orleans. 

(i) Clotaiie, the old Salic land, capital Soiason.s. 

In spite of the division, national unity Is mninlained, and t)to Fiaiiks contimio their 
attacks on thoir noighboui'S on all sides 

624 Death of Clodomir in battle. Ills biotlim seizo his possessions. 

691 Conquest of tho Thuringimis. 

682 CoiKiiioeb of tho kingdom of Burgundy. 

584 Doath of Tlieodonc. TUeudaberk succeeds at Metz. 

548 Theudebald succeeds Theudebert at Motz. 

655 Clctaive takes noasession of TheudebahVs kingdom. 

558 On doath of Cnildobert, Clotairo becomes solo mlci of the reunited kingdom. 

Fiiat application of tho Salic law. 

601 Death oi Clotaire. The kingdom again divided. 

(1) Charibert I'liloB at Paris. 

(21 Gontram at Orleaua. 

(3l Slgebert at Mote. 

(4; Ohilpeiio at Soiasons. 

607 Death of Cliavibi'vb. Chilpeiio of Soiasons seizes Chaiibort’a kingdom. The three 
Fvankiah kingdoms uosv take definite form. They are known as (1) Austi-asia, 
capital Ulieinia. (2) Burgundy, capital Orleans (3) Nenstna, capital Boissons. 
Tho family division lends to terrible feuds, in winch Austinsia and Neiisfcria take the 
principal parts. Burgundy is weak and sides first with one and then the other. The 
office of mayor of the palace rises to importance. Tho Benedictines co tuu fi om Italy 
and lielp to keep culture alive. 

576 Sigebort of AuatraSia, at Wfti with Cliilpevic, is killed by assassins liiicd by Chilporio’a 
wife Fredegund. His son Chlldebert II succeeda 

D8l Assassination of Chilperic of Noustria (called Uie "Nero and Herod of liis time”) 
probably at instigation of Fiedcgiiiul. His infant son Clotaire II succeeds under 
iGgeiioy of Ficclegund who has liiul CliUporio’a sous by a former wife put to death. 

693 Doatli of Goutriiin of Burgundy. By his will the kmgdoiii passes to his nejihew Chil- 
dobert II of Austraaia. 

590 Doath of Ohildebovb H. Ilis young KonsTIicodoiio or Thierry II and Theudebert II 
take the cro^vn8 of Brngiiiidy and Austrnsia respectively under regency of their 
gvandmolhev Brunehikl. A terrible fowl between Fredegund and Brunehild begins. 

698 Oil FredeguneVs doath, Biunehild seizes almost the whole of Neustria. She aims to 
make the powei of Austrasia aeciirfi against the nobles, who, with Arnulf bishop of 
Metz, and Pepin of Lanileii (ancestor of the Carlovingians), wages war with her. 

013 In battle with the nobles and CJotau'C II, Bruuohild's army deserts licr. She is cap¬ 
tured and put to death by tovtiive, also Tbcndeberfc'a sons and Sigebert II, successor 
of Theodoric Jl. Clotairo II becomes sole king of tho Franka, bub the real power 
lia.g now passed to the may'ois of the palace, whicli title the race of the Pepins 
have ncquirod an hereditary claim in Austrasia. Tho rest of tlio Merovingiana are 
known as “ les roia faincaats." 

028 On deatli of Clotaiie liis son Dagobert X sucoeeda. The Merovingian power ia now at 
its height. 


II. w. -* vor„ VII. 2 u 
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038 Death of ])agobeit, who divides the kingdom between ]iis two young sons. 

(1) OloviB II rCGoives Burgundy aud Neiistria. 

(2) Sigebert HI receives A.usUnsia. 

Qoi benih of Riyobovt Ilig son Dagobcrfc is sent lo Treland and reported dead. Clovis 
rules tlic ivliole Frankish Idngdoni. 

036 Death of Clovia. Ilia son Clotalie III recwo.s Neiustria and Burgundy, and anofclior 
son, Childerio II, I'ecesves Austvasia. 

C70 Death of Clotaire, -without issue Childcric annexes his possessions. 

073 Assassination of Childevic, his wife and son. His biother Tlieodoilo, or Thleiiy HI, 
Bucceeds. 

07'1- Pagobei fc II reliii'ns from Ireland and soizes tlio kingdom of Anstrasia. 

070 AsaasHinalion of Dagohert. The struggle for the sitpremacy hetivcon NeusLria and 
Anstrasia is now ontivcly between Ebrovu, nuiyov of the palace of Nenstria, and 
Martin and Pepin of Heiiatal of Austia.sia. Tho kings Imvo losi all vostigo of 
ruling power. 

081 Assassination of Ebioiu succeeded by Borthar, who is too weak tn resist Pepin of 
Ilevistal 

687 Yiotory of Pepin of lleyiaUvl over llertliav at Texlri. F.ud of the Btvuggle between 
the two I'Taiilcish powers. Pepin of Heiiatal ro4al inmiarcli of llio J'’rinik,s. lie 
ns'5uiijes title of dux and puncop.s h'liincoruiii. 

091 Deatli of Tlueiry Hf. Ills young son Clovia III succeeds as iioininnl king. 

ODf) Doafcii of Clovis. Ills bi-othor Childebert (III) the Just hecoiuos nonniml king. 

711 Dagobeit III succeeds biK tivthev m nominal king. 

714 Death of Pepiu of Iferislnl lie le.w.s tlio Icingdoin lo his under guardiiiu* 

ship of Plaotrudlfi lij.? -widow. Ploolrudis iiniwisoiw P<‘[)in’H natural sini Clinrlos, 
A state of confusion at once nrises. Nouslria shakos olf tho yoko and Aiislrnsia is 
assailed on all sides. TIio Au&trasimis release Charles Martel frnui prison and 
rnako Inm ilm ruler of tiie Franks. 

710 Death of Dagobert. Chllpeilo II, sou of Childciie If, siicoreds, 

717 Cliarles defeats the 17eustrian.s at Viiicy, nnd drives back the invading RaxoiiH fioni 
tho llliino. Cliilporio is deposed by (Jharles, and Clotniio IV, of obseuro origin, is 
luado king. 

720 Death of Clotaire, and lecall of Cinlpcvic who dic« slvoitly aftov. (jhavU's now iuveijls 
Thoodorio ov Thieiiy IV, a son of Dagobeit HI, witli tho (illo of inyaUy. 

702 Battle of Tours (or Poitior.s). Cliarksgocs to the aid of Duke JCiuh’s of Aipdtiuiia, 
ivho has bfjcii invaded by ilio .Sai-aeoiis, and drives them hack to Spam. 

707 Oil doatli of 'I'hieriy IV^, Chavlc.s makes no atlompL io appoint a now king. lie 
confcimies •wavCaro upon his Eoca. 

741 Death of Cliavles Jlarfcel, leaving tho power lo his t^yo sons Popia le Biof and 

Cailoinan. 

742 Chlldorio (iH) the Stupid, sou of Cliilporic II, is allowed lo nssunin Die name and 

form of loyalty. IVav WJlh tlie Alauiiiiini and other hoslilo ^leojdes contiimed. 

747 Carloinau renonneos his pvineipahiy, tho fiemanic part of Ihu knigdom (AnstraHui, 
S-wahin, and Tlmrliig^.a), and heroiucs ji Bouedictiiic monlc. Pepin Jo Biof solo 
ruler, 

761 Deposition of Cliildevic who is placed hi a inoiiuslery. Popin is rnised Lo tUlo of king 
and eonfiiincd by llio pope. 


THE CJAnhOVTNGTAN KINGS (THUSnO A.n) 

761 Popin king of the Franks. IIo conducts avwccsafvd oiUiipiiign against the Suxons, 
Campaign ngiilnsL Antiilf of Lombardy. 

755 Pepin pi'Ocec.[l,H a secinid time against Ai.stulf, who violates pemu'. and ctmipnls limi tn 
rGlinqiiiflli Iviivfliimi, Emilia, the Penlapolia, and tho duchy of Homo In tho jiope. 
Tins " Donation of Pepin ” is tho foundation of tho nopp’s tcniporjil power. 

768 Captiue of Nivvboune, the SaYaceii capital. Tho MohnnnnedanH driven out. Tepin 
overruns Aquitauia. 

703 Death of Popin, leaving the kingdom lo his two sous Clinilemagno and Cailoinan. 

771 Death of Cnrlnmaii, Uharlonmgno proclaimed fiole ridoi. IIo supjnofiRcs .i vising in 

vtqnitania, mid ninkes Ins son Lnuia king. 

772 Beginning of conquest and conversion o( Ihe Raxo7iH—a thiity ycuis' sLrngglo. 

Storming of Eliveshurg. Overthrow of tho idol, Irniincul, whicli coimjipIs Uie 
IVostplmlmn Saxons to fnihmit. 
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771 Chaileinagne, who 1ms beon summoricd to Italy h^Topo Ailrinn I, wliom Desideviua 
kho Lombard kino' is attnckine, oJiplima BcsuIcvuls at Pavia and nsaumos tlio cvowii 
of Lombardy The Saxoiia expel the Fraiikisli gan•^sous and renew their ravagos. 
770 Charleniagno inakes his son Po|>in king of Italy, 

777 I'lKi Saxons avo apparently snbdned after two oainpaigns. At Padevborn Chailc- 

juagiie I'ccaives their homage. Lavgo immbersof ihom aio baptised. Charles visits 
Spam to receive liomnge. 

778 Oil the lotiirn from Spain tho lear guard iiudor cotiiuiaiul of lloland is attacked at 

Iloiioesvalles aiid Roland slain. Tho Saxons, aided by tlm Danes, broalc out in revolt. 

779 CliarloinagiiG again aubdiioatho Saxons, but ns soon as liolcnvos the country they lobel. 
783 (Treat masaaci'O of tho Saxons at Vcidim. 

785 'L'iio Saxons again qniclod. Conversion of Wittikuid, the leader, and his followeis. 

Germany bocomca Christian. 

788 Pavaria incorporal.od in CliOiloniagiiB’s floininions. 

791-798 (JainpaigiiH ag{Lm.sL tho Avars ending in thoir conquest. Pannonia added to the 
kingdom. Tlio Danes, 'Wonds, and Czechs also become RiihjecLs. Tho duke of 
JiaiiGvoiihi is obliged to giro honmgo. Charles* ittlo cvloiids from tlio J'lider to 
.Sicily and from tho F.lnx) to tho T'Koisa. ProsU revolts among tUo Saxons. 

799 Pope Loo TIT oxjiollod fi-om Rome hoqIch Charlcmngno’.s camp nt Paderhoi'n, 'J'iie 
Icing veatores liim to Romo. 


TTIIO EJIPTIIE OP CITAULEhfAGNE AND THE KINGDOM OF EAS'L IMIANCTA 

(800-IHil A.D.) 

809 Chailomaguo crowned ompoior of iiio Roiimna by r^oo on Chrisknms eve. 

801 llfirun av-liasliid Hciida an embassy with prosonls to Charleniagno. 

801 Now revolts among tho Saxons and Danes mippiofwed. 'rim SaKons ai’O finally con* 
emored. (Tottfrhid, king of Denmark, invnde.s VrAnkhsh provnicoH, 

808 Defeat of tho DnnoH by Cliarles son nC (jliarloinagiio. 

811) Oimrifimagno procowds agminst DoUfried in 2 X>iwon. Mintlorof fTOtlfrie/l by iii.s ser¬ 
vants and peace ivith Uio DauftH. 

ai!l CliurlQUiagiio cvenvaa kw wdo suvviviugvsou Iionia (1) le D^bouunlve. ovunerov. 

8ht Doatli of Charloinagno. Louis succcods to Iho wliolo ompiio except itiilyj svhlch Is 
In the hands of Popln's «on Rornliard. 

817 Louis doolaros ]iia eldo.st won, Lotimlv, his miccossor to tlm cmpiio, giving liim Auh- 
tvasia and tho greater part of (lOiinany. Poiun receives Aqnilania, and Ludwig 
Uavario. and n.d|afmnt» univinco. DwatUO.ecla.lthia llcruhaid of Italy rohels. IIo is 
captuvod and lilnuled ny Xamls and tho kingdomgivoii to Lothiiir (830). 

829 Louis rn-dividcs tlio oinpiro in favour of limymuigest son Clmrlofl (horn 83fl), This 
cliHsiitisilos tlio throe othor sons, and civil wav lu'oaks out. 

83.8 Capluvo oL Louis by his son.s on the Field of Lies at CoinpRgne. 

8;Vt liOUis rolGttsed by his son Liuhvig and pUwed again ou throuo. 

8:)8 Death of Popin. I^otliair and Charles divido his aharo of tlio einpiic, which cause.s 
Liuhvig to rebel ngainsL iJiein. 

810 Death of Louw in tlio inhlsi of tho civil war. Ills son Lotlmir I .succoecl.s to tho title 

of emperor, and claiin.s riglii to govern the wholo of the empire. Ilis brother.s Ludwig 
and CliavloH combine against him. 

811 Defeat of Lolliaiv at Fonleniw, leading to 

81.') 'I'leaty of Verdun, dividing the onuiiro among tlio brothons n.s follows: 

(1) Lotlinlr I retains hnjmrial iitlo. IIo rocoives Italy, and tho ooiitro of tlio Franlc- 
j.sh lands — a narrow strip reaching to tho North Sen, I’rnvenco, and tho greater 
puvt of Burgundy. 

(3) Ludwig the Goniian, tlio eastern pail of the Fraiikiah laml.s lietwoen tlio Rhine 
and Filbo. 

(.‘5) Chailes tho Bald, the wesleni lands, NoMstiin, Aqiiitanin, Nortli Rurgnndy, 
Soptiinaniu, and the Spanish Mavoli. 

'T’lvoi hifitoiy of Franco, distinct hoin (lermany, begvua. Lothaiv's territory north of 
Ualy i,s wdlod tho kingdom oC Lotlinrmgia or Loiraiiwi. 

840 Lotlmir asHOoiato.s In.s son Louis II in the cmpiie. 

SilO Lotliair divides |ii.s possessjom among Ins llirco sons. 

(1) Loui.H II (oiupBi'oi) veoeives Italy (see Italy). 

(2) lAitliair II receives Lovraine. IIo cedes Alaacc to Iho emperor Louis TT. 

(8) Charles I'pcoivGs Proveiieo, etc. 

Death of LoLliftir I. 
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858 Luchvig tlie German attacks dojaiiiions of Charles tho Bald, but is obliged to letrent. 

863 Death of Cliavles of Provence. Ills kingdom is divided hotween tlio empoior Louis 
and Lothair II of Lorraine 

86{) Dealli of Lotban. Charles tiie Bald seizes Lorraine ftud hii.s Inuiself crowned. 

870 Treaty of Mereon between Charles the Bald and Lmlsvig tlio Gernmu. Liuhvig tako.s 
the eastern half of Lotliair's kingdom, and Charles the western. 

876 Ludwig the German expects tlie imiiei’ial crown on death of Loins II. Cliarlos tho 
Bald obtains it, and Lndwig pi-eparos to avenge hift wioiigs. 

876 Loath of Ludwig the German, llis thvee boms amicably divide the kingdom. 

(1) Carloman takes Bnvavia, Bohemia, and the eastern piovince.s. 

r2i Ludwig or Louis III takes Saxony, Prancoma, Piiesland, and norlliern Lorraino. 

(3) Charles the Pat, the lemaindev. 

The emperor, Charles blie Bald, attempts to seize Ludwig’s teiriLoiy, upon whlcli 
Carloman of Bavaria seizes Ltie crown of Italy. 

877 Death of Charle.s the Bald, and boginning of struggle between Ludwig HI and Carlo- 

man for the impeiial ovown. 

880 Death of Carlonmn. Ilia natin al son Aiiiiilf elairiw tlio Bavarian crown, biitboiiig saiiK.. 

fied with tliogift of Caiiutliia,itifigivcii to Ludwig. Clmrloa the I'^atiRcizos Italy nud 

831 Is ciowiicd onipei'or by Pope John VlfT. 

882 Death of Ludwig without lasm*. Tho onliro doininion of Goriniiny becomes vested in 
Charles the Pal. 

881 Charles becomes king of Fiance (see Prance). Tlio entire ompiro of Uhavlcmagm* 

(with tho exception of Arles) is once more united under one nilrr, but lie in’ovrH 
utterly unfit for liis charge and 

887 After the disgraoeful treaty with tho Northmen (hco Prance) he is deponed at 'JVibur 
Evnd dio.s almost inunedifttcly afterward. 

East Piancia (afterwards Gonimuy), Wo.s6 Pr.aiicla (Franco), and Italy are once 
moro divided. The En.sb Fi niiks or Gornmus elrol Arnnlf of Cuilnthin, illegitiimito 
Fon of Carloman of Bavaria, as their king. 

801 Avnulf defeats the Nortliiuou (vt Looweu. 

893 Tie allies himself wUh tho Magyars or Hungarians, a Finnish tribe that lias made its 
way into Hungary from (h® Ural region, for n ciimimigu againsL tlio king of Mo¬ 
ravia. He is only pai biahy successful, and oijous a way for the Jilagyav invatriou of 
western Europe. 

80.5 Arnnlf seizes tho West Fiaukish province of Loiraino iiml malces it into a kingihijii 
for hi8 natural son Xwcntihold. 

896 Arjiulf invades Italy in tho interests of tho oxilod king Beiong'ar T. He ilofoals tliO 
emperor Lambert and restores Bereiigar. The pope crowns liim omporoi, winch 
title he boVift v{ltUo\vt dtepuio ovr of LwwUovt (80S). 

809 Death of Anuilf. IIis six-ycav-old son Lwclwlg (IV) tho Child lirconio,') king of lOast 
Prnncia (Goriuany). He is mukr tho iiinuoium oi llatLo, arohViishop of Tvlaiiiz. 

000 Revolt of the sub]eclaof 55wenLibold. lie is killed by the lebcls, andXoj'riiino piissps 
to Ludwig. 

008 Tlie Magyar invasion begins to aasunie serious proportions, 

910 Ludwig (lofcaled by tho Slagyurs on tho Iwcch. 

911 Death of IJ\\d^Yig—the Inst Cavloviugiivu piiuco in Geiumuy. Tho feudal system has 

now become firmly established in (Jennauy and the myal power in but a shadow of 
tliat exorcised by the early Cnrloviugiaiw. TJiu ciown ia lofiisod liy Ol io Ihu Tllus-' 
tvious of Saxony and Comad I duko of Franconia is clcolcd king. 

911-918 Tho Dane,s, S'^lav.s, and Magyars confciimo tlioir invasion. 'rUo duke of Lollmr- 
ingia or Lorraino tinnsfors hi.s allegiance io tho king of Franco. Conriid Houd.s 
armies to Franco hut is iinuhlo to prevent llio loss of Loiraino. Ho slnigglo.s against 
the rising power of tho dukes, especially with tliiit of Jh’nry of Saxony — a qiiarrol 
forced by tlio clergy. Coiirml icponts of this and on his dcaLli-brd'ndvisos elec¬ 
tion of Henry as Ins successor 

918 On death of Conrad Heniy (I) the Fowlor is elected king of Fast Fnunsiii. Tho 
Saxon lino hegiuH and tho Gciuiaii luonaichy i.s founded, Ilonry in a wiso and groat 
ruler. In tho first year of his reign Jio obUius neknowiedgiiniiit of his suprenmoy 
fiom tho refractory dukes of Swabia and Bavaria. 

924 Henry inalce.s a nine year,s’ tnico with tho still troublesonui Mngyai'.s, luvd pays them 
yearly tribute. 

926 LonniiiQ ia again added to (iormany to 'whiuh it bolongs for tlie next eight rjoiituries 

029 Victory at Lenzoii over IVends niid*Da«G,s. 

0J13 On c‘x|)iration of truce, Ilomy rofnscH further Iribiitn l<o the Magyars. They make a 
fro,si] inroad hut ari' totally defeated by Ileiivy in Thuringia. 
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036 llciiry pvepaies io go to Homo to claim Uio iinpoiial crown won by no fTermaii since 
Auiulf. He flics bofoiQ lio can get started. Ills sou by Mntikla, Otto (I) the 
Qi ont, is elected to succeed him. 

037 An attempted Jdugyar invasion ia ro^^eUed^ and the invaders turn off into Franco. 

938 Otto quells rebelliuii of tlie dnkoa of Havaria and Franconia and Ins own half brother 

'riianlcinnr, who falls at the bnlUe on the Hresbuig. 

939 Hebelhoii of Otto’s brother Henry aided by the diiko of Loi lame, They are defeated 

at I3irfco]i, and call on French for help. 

Oil Homy, forgiven, 'becomes ivlirm ally of Olto, and is made dulce of Bavaria (OIB). 

Otto makes Conind llio lied, diilce of Ijorraine. 

018 Otto appoints bis son, Liidolf, duke of Swabia. 

OlG-OoO Otto intci fovea in the civil wai'a of France. 

050 Succesaful wjir -wit-h tlie 17011118. Submission ol the diiko of Bohemia. 

Ool Fii'flb expedition of Otto into Italy to avmigo wrongs of Adolheicl. Maiiiago o! Otto 
and Adelheicl. Horeiigar TT submits to Otto. 

0.)3 llcbollion of Jiudolf and Ccnivfid. 

951 First invasion of tlio Jlagyars, joined by tbo relmla. Hudolf and Conrad submit but 
aie deprived of llieiv duchies. Subjection ot Bavaria by Homy. 

Ooo Great victory over tbo irnngaviana on the bechteW. 'Chev do not again invade Gei- 
many. Otto conducts a viotorioiis expedition against tlie \7cnd8. The Bjivariaii 
Ostmark (.iftorwards duchy of Aufltrift) rc-ostablislied. 

0(11 Tlia popo appeals to Otto tor help against Hoi-ongar II. Otto goea to Italy and 
(leposca Boi'ongax* and Adalbert,. OUo’s aou Olio )l ci-ownorl king of Germany. 

002 Otto crowned emperor by John XII. Union of the German kingdom and the empire. 


THE HOLY HOMAN EMPIRE 

TIIJC SAXON KMVJOUOUS (062-IOliI a.d.) 

Otio (lif>(’iuds titlo o£ linx /'V«»itwi(jn OricnUiUvm for tliivtor /iHpcrufor Ah(/usIus, Tlie 
polio ii'allHoa that OlLo will bo a hmtl inastor and allies bimsolf with the deposed 
Adalbert. 

nil.3 Otto captures Homo and deposes .folni XH. Leo 'VIH 5« cleoted in his place. 

Ofli The Honuuis rebol and loplaco John. Brrotigar comiiollcd to sniTcmlcr in an atlojnpt 
to recover Italy. Death of John and elooWou of lloncdict V. Otto takes Romo a 
fificjond time and loatoroa Ixjo 'Fill. lie returns to Germany carrying Benedict with 
him. 

907 OUo avoiigo,? the deposition of Leo’s .siiccuasor, John XI IT. by great ovueltj’ to the 

Homans. Otto sunmions Otto If to Homo, whci’o John XIII gives Imn the iiuperial 
uioiVM, Two great maxims of llio empire aio cstablisliod. 

11) 'L'lio clectjon of tlio pope to bo invalid without consent of emperor. 

(2; Tbo (h’riuiui king to bo king of lUily and Homo, though not to assume impeiial 
tiLlo until cvnwiiod by the ix>ik;. 

908 Invasion of the (Ticck in’ovinc(;.s by Otto on aceouiit of diffioulties over tbo manittgo 

avraugoineuls yf Otto II and Theopbaiio, dauglitor ot Iho Byzantine empoior, Tlie 
matter is pacilioally arranged on accession ot Joannea Zimisces. 

97:5 Doftlli nl OUo T. Otlo II solo possessor of Iho i-oyal and imperial titles. 

970 ConsTuincy ot Otto's {loiisin, Ilemy llio AVranglcr, of Havana, who lins caused himself 
to Ijo Clowned at Hatisbon. IIo is deXealod mid dwewod. 

977 War with Fianco over I^Anniine. Harrow t*scai)Q of Otto at Ancliuii. 

980 I’euco with Franco. Otto holds Loiraine as a beiiofico ol France. 

D31 Otlo goes to Homo to selllc ijiloim’oanc quarrels. 

982 Otlo invndos soutliorn Italy in an altenipt to conquor tlio By/anliuo provinces. After 
ii victory lie eimoinilvrs defeat by tho Grcek.s aud tlioir Saracen allicH in Cnlahiia. 

981 TTio Danes and Wouds successfully iuvaclo Iho uoitbern piovinoe.s. Death of Otlo. 

Ilifl Llircc-yoav-obl son Otto in fmccccds as king of (Torniaiiy and Italy. Tlieo" 
plmno conducts rcgoiioy in Germany, aiwl Adollieid iu Italy. 

991 Death of Tlieophano, Adclheid and Willigis, avchbiahop ol Cologne, assume regency 
in Gcrnmny. 

995 Otto takes up conduct of affaii.s. 

996 Otto summoned to Homo ou account of dilTiciilties between tbo Pope and Crescoutius, 

the Roman con.'.ul. Coronation of Olto aa emperor by Gregory V. CrGsceutius 
swears obedience to Otto, but bronka hia oath. 
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998 Otto comes a aecouLl timo to Rome and puls Cichccutiua to death, 

000 Otto and Pope Silveafcer II plan foi a great union of the Eiistein and IVcstern 
Einnhes under Otto. 

1000 A widespiead belief that the -vvoTld will end this year brings gieat U'oops o£ pilgrims 

to Roma. Poland aeknowledgos the supi*amacy of the cinperoi. 

1001 Revolt of the Romans, 

1002 Death of Otto. The noblea and bishops oC Italy at once choose Ai duiii, maiqnis of 

Ivrea, king of Italy. lie is crowneil at Pavia. The Ocrnitins, nftei' a hitter uoiitosfc, 
clocfc Hemy II, son of Henry tlio Wrangler, king of Germany. 

1004 Henry, having pacified Germany, maiclie.s against the unpopular Ai clniii, is piuohiiinGd 
king of Italy aud crowned. The Germans burn Pavia. War with rolaiicl coinpcla 
Henry to letimi to Gemiaiiy witliout reducing Arduiti. 

Uoleslaw, duke of Poland, has seized Bohenua, and lloury compels liim to give it up, 
but Boleslaw conbimies to wage rvav for some years. Avar with Plaudoi.s. Baldwin 
reduced to .siibmisHion, hub lie obtains the couiitiy of Valoncieuiics aud a largo part 
of Zeeland. 

1014 Ilciiiy pioceed,g a .second timo against Ardniii, who gives up rc.dfetivuce and icLires to 

a iiionnsteiy. Coronation of Ileiiry as cuiperor at Rome. 

1015 'The NorinaiiH settle in southorn Italy. 

lOlQ lluclolf III of Pm-guiidy suiTonders lii.s crown to Henry, holding the kingdom tiuLil 
Ills death. 

1018 Peace made witli Poland. 

1021 Honry proceeds against the Byzantines in soutlicni Italy. Tlio newly arrived Nor' 
mans as,u8t him. Ctipna and Salerno are roducod, but the plague compols liim to 
^s’ithdla\v (1022). lloury exhorts the Lombards and Noiiniuis lo expel Llio Greeks. 
1024 Death of Henry without issue. 


THE FRANCONrAN OR SALIAN EMPEllOUS (1()24-U;J7 a.ii.) 

1024 Election of Coniad II of Carbithia lo tlic king.sliip of Gcnuimy. iiiHuri'cetioii ni 
Pavia- The ciowu of Italy offeied lo vaiuoiis Fronch nohlos, Iml they rufiiso jl. 

1026 Revolt of Duke Evnal of Swabia. 

1026 Conrad prooeecls to Italy. Crowned king of Italy at hlilan. Pavia and Ravonim 

leduced lo suhniission by force. 

1027 Coionntion of Conrad as empeior. Schleswig abandoned lo the Dunes. 

1030 Disastrous invasion of the Poles. 'I'eii tliousHiid Gurmaius ciimcd to Poland. 

1081 Conrad foices Poles to rosbore captives aud tounileH LusuLia to Iho miipiic. 

1033 Comad unites llurguiidy to the empiro aflor a .struggle with a claimant, Coiinl Ihidos 
of Champagne. 

1085 Civil war In Lonibauly brings Conrad to Italy. 

1037 Ih'onmlgation of the feudal edict of Conrad. Fruitless aiogo of Milan. Conrad with¬ 
draws on account of pestilence. 

1030 Death of Conrad. His son Hemy III, ahoudy crowned Icing of Germany (1026), 
BUccccclfl, Iloight of the iinpouul power. Civil wav ui Italy continues. 

1041 Campaign against BrotiHlaw of Bohemia, who olfoia Ins couiitry ns a lief of the ciiowu. 

1012-1044 Campaign against Hungary where Geiinuii auproniaey ih IIihI aH.sni'Leil. King 
Fetor becomes a vassal of the empire. 

1014 Fall of Milan before Hemy. 

104G At comioil of Sutn Homy doiioscs the throe rival popes, and jniLs Cloiimiit H in the 
holy see. IIo also nominates tho three succeeding popes. 

1017 Clement crowns Henry emperor. Henry goes to Houtheni llaly and iiive.sts Urn 
NonnaiiH with tho tenitorics they have coiKpiored. Tie aflin’ward.s rupouLs of this 
genei'o.sity, and helps Leo IX against the cuoioachiug sti’angers 

1049 After along slnigglo with Gottfried of Lorraine tho duchy >'< given to Gerlmul, tlie 
anceslc»v of the modern house of Loirainc. 

1052 Henry gives up a contest with tho groat dulcos, wJio fear ho i.s uUempliiig lo bring the 
duchicM undor his direct aulhoiuty. IIo hosiegeH Pres.sbui’g for ton inoiitlis, bub 
Buddcnly abandonH it. 

1065 Homy returns to Italy lo contend with the powerful duke of 'I'liseany. 

1056 Death of Homy. IIi.s son Henry IV, six years old, suececd^. Ho has boon crowuod 
king two year.s before.^ The ompioBs Agues ia the regent, bub she is eaveiully 
watched by lloury, archbishop of Augsburg, llobollion of Otto of Thuringia, against 
the young kiiiSi put do^vn. 
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1062 Ilaiino, aiulibiahop oJ’ Cologne, alxlucts tho king from the custody of tliu iu olibirtliop of 
Augabiug. 'riiQ in/lueiico of Agnes ends. Ilauuo liiiJs si poweiful rival in AdulLertj 
iiiclibiiihop ot Ili’enitiii, who couUols ihft suiwciue \)owt‘v h\ 1005 
1000 Ilfiiiy flsbiiinos the govominenfc. llaimo coiilnves tlie baiiishiuan b of Adalboi L 
1000 Kucall of Adalbert llestoi*e(l to power lie iiiiluences the Ssixous iigjiiiist Ilonry. 

1072 Dosith of Ad.ilbeit, svud revolt of the Ss^xons, 

1078 TIjg SsixoiiH eaiiso Henry to flee f»*om liio Ilaizbui-g. lliiniiluiUiig peace. 

1076 Henry dolesits the Saxona on tliu Unstrut, He dictates hia own terms of peace. 
Henry appeals to Pope Crcgory VII to degrade tlic prelate, wlio sided with the 
rebellious Saxons. Gregory responds by calling oii tho king to answer ceitaiu 
charges brought against him by liia subjects. The pope issues a bull against lay 
luvestitiue. 

1076 Homy calls a comidl at Worms and dcclax'es tho popo dei^osed. Gregory excommuni¬ 

cates the ]n]ig, \Yho is suapended from his royal olfico by the Diet of Ti ibm. llegin- 
iiiug of tho war of tho investitures — ecclesiastical against the civil power. 

1077 Doaertod hy manv adhoroiiis, llcniy humbles liimseU beforo tho pope hL Canossa. 

The Goiiaaua cLuct Rtidolf of Bwabla king. 

1000 After a vicLoiy of Kndoll, (Irogoiy iccogniscs him as king. Henry calls a council of 
the clergv faifchlui to him. It declai-c.s Gregory deposed aiul elects Clemonfc III. 
Rudolf slain in liuttlo Defeat of tho army raised liy Countess ilatikla. Socoiul 
oxcoininnnicution of floury. IIo at once lays siege l« Rome. 

1084 Ilom'^ takes po.shiisaion. Gregoiy shuts JiiiuReif up ni liio castle of St, Angelo. Coro¬ 
nation of Iloniy hy tho antt-i>opc Olcmont HI. Robert Gniscard releases Gregory, 
ivho dio.s tho following year, at Salerno 

1086 Defeat of Henry by Hermann of Luxemburg, wlio has boon olected to succeed 

Rudolf of tiwal)Jn. 

1087 Ilc.signation of nermann. Lolcbeit of Meissen elcotcd to succeed him. 

1080 Death of DclcborL. Tito rebellious faction eomc.s to terms witli Houvy. 

1000 Homy goes to Uonio to support the auli-popo Clement III. Mantua capUirecl, but in 
g^oiiQial he is unsuccessful. 

1002 llevolb of LEonry'H uhleab sou Conrad, who has liecu anointed king of novimuiy ui 
1087. Coiiiacl i.s crowned king of Italy, and piomised tho imperial ciowu by tho 
popo on concUtioii tliat he yield on the groat (|uestion of iiivosliLnros. 
lOOfl lleiiiy letmns to (lurmauy. 

1097 Tlio lii'flt band of crustidcrs crosses Germany. 

105b) 'Tho Gormavis decUvvo Conrad deposed as king and elect bis broUiev Ilcmy. 

1101 Death of Comad. 

1106 llciiry’s sou Iloniy, aboUedby Popo Paschal 11, rebels against him. Tlio emperor flees 

1106 Death of llonry iV. Homy V ,Hiiocce<l8. 

1107 hliliiii nialcoH hei'.solf into a mmildic. 

1110 Asauivd of tho supixirt of llio Gormun piiiicos, Henry goes to Homo to settle the 

(piosLion of investitures. 'Hie Ihcaty ol SuLii, comproiiiibuig Lho rights oi tho 
(ilinidi. 

1111 Tlio piipo refuses to orowu Henry on account of this Ti'caty of Sutri, and Henry 

iniprisouH llio pope and cardinals. The popo is compelled Lo bestow tho imperial 
crown 

1112 IVlioii Henry loaves, tlin Ijulorati council declares the concessions of Sutri invalid and 

the ciiipeiur exconuminicatcd. t nr • 

1111 llobeUion in (loiinany lieadcd by Lotluviv of Saxony ami live luchbialiopa oi Mamz 
and of Cologne. 

1116 Vicloiy of the rebels near Mamsfclcl. Contest with the pope over the division of the 
couiitoHH Matilda’s estate. 

llKi Henry visits Konic, ami causes liiimsolf to bo reorowiied in the abhonco uf Paschal. 
IIU) ICxooiiiimnuontion of Honry and hiu anti-pojio Gregory by Poi>o Oahxlus il. 

1122 AVar of tlio investitures sottled by the Concordat of Worms. It is a coniin’oniise, but 
tiio papacy loinaiiis mnstnr of the field. AbsoluUou of llonry, 

1126 Henry prepiires to attack llheuns, but dies at Nnuoguen. LothRir II of Saxony 

elected to hucceecl him. 

1127 AVai' liotM’ecu Vrcdovick of Swabia and Conrad of Franconia, nepliows of Henry V, 

Fredcriolc soon yields his olaiins in favour of Conuvd and the latter anteis 
fjonibavdy. 

1128 Coionation of Conrad as king of Italy. 

1130 AlUaucc of the anti-pope Ai\aoletuB and Roger II of Sicily against Lotkair. 

1132 LotJiair goes lo Italy against the alliance and Conrad The lattei retires. 
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1133 Coronatlou of Lollmir as empeior hy Innocent II. IIo receives the allodial possessions 

of ]\lfttilcla as a ftof fioni the jiopo. 

1134 illbicc'ht the hear con<j»ors Eraitdcobucgf. 

1135 Conrad and Ficdeiick submit to the emperor. 

1137 Siege of Salonio in G.vnipaign of Lothair and Innocent II against llogor. Roger clrivon 
hom Italy. Death of l^othair on his way back lo Germany. By this time llnj 
supreme power iu Germany liaa been gradually transferied fvoin the emperor to 
the diet, and t)io fiofe have been convorted into hcicdiUry dominions, End of tiio 
Franconian Dynasty. 

We Iiilernipt Uio story of tlic “ Weslorii Einjiirc or “ Holy lloinaii 
Empii’Q** at this point partly as a matter of convcuieuce, partly because the 
empire has ceased to be Roman in any traditional sense of the word. In so far 
as it remains an enipirGj it has become essentially German. There is little 
unity of interest between the northern and the southern domains. Later 
emperor.s sometimes fail to come to Italy at nil; sometimes come as hivaclcrs 
and coiiCLLierors rather than as recognised sovereigns. Lor a long time the 
German domains are by no menus securely unihod, nnd the Iltiliaii states 
are utterly inharmonious. Tlie stor^ of interneoino eirifo in each of tlie&o 
domains, lending finally, after centmuos of contention, to tlie devoiopmonfc of 
the Italian kingdom and the Anstrian and Gorman empirea of our own day, 
will be told in later volumes. 






CIIArTRR X 


ODOACEH TO THE TRIUMPH OF NAESES 

[470-668 A.U.] 

It iB iirgoil by somo aiiUiore, by Bury* among olhers, that Iho phrase 
" ot' iho Wosturn Empire” in imforLimate; that, tho "year of 476” 
was compiirativoly trivial, marldng no ronlly groat ora m tho history 
of tho world; that no oini)iro Tell in 476, tlioro being no Western 
lilinpjro to fall. Uouljlloas thoro la a certain measnro of truth in this view, 
But, on tho other hand, postority cannot avoid erecting sigihfieant dates as 
iniloistones in tho pathway of history, and the historians of Llio future will 
clonhtless coutinne to follow piccedent by regarding the fall of Rome in 476 as 
at least a coiiveniont date from which to reckon tho advent of a new era, But 
in so doing wo may freely admit with Bury that until the year of hiu death in 
480 Julius Nopos was still einporor in tho West, acknowlodged as such by 
Zeno, a3id that thoorotically tho llonian Empire was as it had been ]ii the days 
of Thoodo.sluH tho (4roat or in the days of Julian. Tlioro is really no great 
dilforonco of opinion as to tho piocise facts of tho caso ; there is only difTerenoe 
of intorprotatiou. 

Bury thinks that "whon tho Count Mareolliiius ® in his Ohronicic, wrote that 
on the death of Actius ‘tho Hesperian realm folU he could justify his atate- 
moiit bettor tluiii thoHO who place 476 among the oritical dales of tho world's 
history.” Ho contends that it is far more profitable to gain a clear conception 
of the continuity of history than to divide il into imaginary epochs; bettor to 
understand that Merobaudes was succeeded by Odovacar^ than to puzzle about 
the alleged fall of an ompiro. Bo that it may, it is this Odovacar, or as 
we shall call him Odoacer, wliose deeds now claim our attention. We have 
already made acquaintanoo with this famous barbarian in an earlier volume, 
where the events that led up to the fall of Rome are recorded, wo must now 

* [Bui’y* nsos this siiolllng, as do most of tlio Gorman writoia, wliib llodglcin® profera to 
I'otaiu “tlio Odovacar of tho tiontomporary aiitlioritiea hi nil its pviinoval ruggodness, inatoad of 
Roftciiiiig it down with lator histomns (chioily tlio Byznntmo annalwta) into the smooth and 
imotnoiiB Odoacer." In thia work, liowaver, tlio moro fanuhar form Baootiflod l>y long usage is 
coiitmuod.] 
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follow the infcet’cabiiig story of hia deeds in greater doLail. Bub first it will bo 
well to inquire into the antecedenta of ao iinjportant a persouiige as the first 
barbarian riilLi* of Rome. 

Naturally ouough the early yoarfl of Odoacor arc involved in Home obscurity, 
He appears to have been born about the year 434 A d. in tlio district bordering 
on the Middle Danube. Eour Germanic tribes seem to have claimod him as 
belonging to them by birth; and whilst it is impossible to learn the exact 
truth in tho matter, the student of heredity will perhaiis lind in the legends 
another evidence for the value of racial mixture in the development of men ol 
geniiifl. An additional item of similar moment is Ibund in the fact that the 
father of Odoacer boro a name variously written and “ Idico;’ 

suggestive of Edeeon tlio I-Iun, known to history as the botrayer of his master 
Attila. We are not eertain ns to when Odoacor left bis country unci oiiLorcd 
the imperial service; but he had risen to some eminenco by tho year 472, and 
four years later Imd atlaiued such preduminnneo over hi« fellows Umt they were 
induced to proclaim him king ; they did so on tho 23rd of August d70. Soon 
Auguatulua was dethroned and Homo accepted tho now ruler. 

'^Tlie highest praise that cmi be liestowcd on tho govorumeut of this 
adventurer from the Dauubiau lands,” aaya Hodgkin, “is that we hoar so little 
about it.” Even the eviction of tho RomauB from one* third of tho lands of 
Italy is regarded by Hodgkin as probably aObeting largo proprietors cliiody, and 
henoo as involving comparatively little hardship, though of courso not carried 
out altogether without violence. Doubtless the proprietors tbomsolvcs would 
]mv 0 felt this to be a very mild way of elating their case. We aro justified, 
howover, in believing that tho usurpation was effected with as little violoiico 
as tho oircurasbaiicea permitted. Nor is thoro renson to suppose Unit a very 
strenuous resia banco was made.® 

Thufi Odoacer was tlie first barbarian to reign in Italy ovor a pco])lu who 
had onoQ UBserted tlieir just auporionty above tho rest of mankind. The dis- 
griico of tlio Koiuans atill oxeitca our respoetfiil (;ompasslon, and wo fondly 
sympatliiso with the imaginary grief and indignation of tludr dogonorato 
posLovity. But the calamities of Italy had gradually Bubdnod tho proud 
oonstiiousiiess of freedom and glory. In tlio ago of Roman virtue, tho 
proviiLGO.y were subject to tho arius» and the citizens to tlio laws, of tho 
republic; till tlioso laws wore Bubvorted by civil discord, and both tlio city 
and the provinoos becanio tlie aorvilo property of a tyrant. Tho furiiiH cif 
the constitution, whicli alleviated or disguised their abjoot Hhivury, woro 
abolished Ijy time and violence; tho Italians altonuitoly hunontod the pres¬ 
ence or the absence of the sovercignH whom they detested or dcsjiisod ; and 
the succession of five oontnrics inflicted tlio various evils of military licen.se, 
capricious despotism, and elaborate oppression. 

During the same period, tho barbarians had emerged from obscurity and 
contempt, and the warriors of Germany and Scythia were introduced into 
the provinces, as tho servants, the allies, and at length tlie iimstors, of the 
Homans, whom they insiiltod or protected. The haired of tho people was 
suppressed by fear; they respected tlie spirit and splondmir of die nuivtial 
chiefs who wore invested with the honours of the empire ; and the fate uf 
Rome had long depended on the sword of those forinidablo strangers. The 
5t^n\ Riehnev, who on. iiio r\\\ns of Italy, had oxoioiaotl the power, 

without assuming the title, of a king; and tho palioiib Romans woro insoiisibly 
prepared to acknowledge the royalty of Odoacer and his barbario suoeossors. 

The king of Italy was not unworthy of tho liigli fitation to whiuli his 
valour and fortune had exalted him; his savage nuinnors w'ci'e polished by 
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iliQ liabits of conversation; and lie respected, tliougli a coiiqiioror and a bar- 
btu’iau, the institutions, and even the iirojudices, of his subjects. After an 
interval of seven years, Odoacer restored the consulship of the West. For 
himself, he modestly, or proudly, declinod an honour ivlucli was still accepted 
by the emperors of tlie East; bat the ouralo chair was successively filled by 
eleven of the most illustrious senators; and the list is adorned by the respecL- 
ablo name of^ Ihisiliua, whose virtues claimed the friendship and grateful 
applause of Sidonuis, his client. 

The laws of the emperors were strictly enforced, mid the civil adminis¬ 
tration of Italy was still exercised by the prietoriaii iirofeob and his subordi¬ 
nate ollicors. Odoacer devolved on tlie Roman magistrates the odious and 
oppressive task of collecting the public revomio; but he reserved for himself 
the merit of aeasonahlo and popular iiidulgciice. Like tlio rest of the bar¬ 
barians, he had been instructed in the Ariaii heresy; but ho revered the 
monastic and opisoopal oliaraclors; and tlio silence of the Catholics attests 
the toleration which they enjoyed. The peace of the city required the inter- 
position of his prefect Buailius in tlie choice of a Roman pontiff; the decree 
whidi restrained the clergy from alienating their lands was iilbimately 
designed for the benefit of the people, wlio.se devotion would have been 
taxed to repair tho dilapidations of tlio church. 

Italy was proteoted by the arms of its conqueror; and its frontiers were 
rospeotod by tho barbarians of (hull and (lennany, who had so long insulted 
tlie feeblo race of Theodosius. Odoacer passed tho Adriatic, to clm&iise the 
iissassins of tho cuiporor Nopos, and to acquire tlio niaritimo province of 
Dalmatia. IIo passed tho Alps, to rescue the remains of Noriouiii from 
I’ava, or Eolotlieua, king of tlio Rugians, who hold liis residence beyond 
tho Danube. The king was vanquished in battle, and led away prisoner; 
a uuinorous colony of captives and subjects was transplanted into Italy; and 
Rome, after a long period of defeat and disgrace, miglit olaim the triumph 
of her barbarian miistor. 

NotwitlisUiiiding the prudence and success of Odoacei’, his kingdom 
exhibited tho m\ prospect of misery and desolation. Since the age of 
Tiberius, tlio decay of agriculture had been felt in Italy; and it was a just 
subject of complaint that tho life of tho Roman people depended on the 
accidents of tho winds and waves. In tho division and the deolhio of 
the empire, the tributary liarvcats of Egypt and Africa were withdrawn; 
the numbers of tho iiiliabiliinl.H coutimially diminished with the means of 
Bubsistenoo; and tho country was exhausted by the irretrievable losses of 
wav, rainino, and pestilence. St. Ambroso has deplored the ruin of a popu¬ 
lous district, which had boon once adorned with the flourishing cities of 
Boiionia (Bologna}, Mutina (Modena), ilogiiun (Reggio), and Placentia 
(Piaconv.a). 

Pope (ielasius was a subject of Odoacer, and ho affirms, with strong exag¬ 
geration, that in iEmllia, Tuscany, and the adjacent provinces, the human 
species was almost extirpated. The plebeians of Rome, who were fed by the 
hand of thoir muster, perished or disappeared, as soon as his liberality was 
suppressed; the docliiio of tho arts reduced the iiidustrioLiy mechanic to idle¬ 
ness and want; and the senators, who might eiipport with patience the ruin 
of their ouuiitry, bewailed their private loss of wealth and luxury. One- 
third of those ample estates, to which the ruin of Italy is originally imputed, 
was extorted for the use of tho conquerors. Injuries were aggravated by 
insults; the sense of actual sufferings was embittered by the fear of more 
dreadful evils; and as new lands were allotted to new swarms of barbarians, 
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each senator was apprehensive lest the ai‘biti’<aTy surveyors should ai)proa(ih 
his favourite villa, or his most profitable faiiu. The least iinfortuiiate were 
those who submitted without a niimnur to the flower which it was impossi¬ 
ble to resist. Siiico tlioy desired to live, they owed some gratitude to tlie 
tyrant who had spared their lives; and since he was tho abaoluLo master of 
their fortune.^, the i^ortion which ho loft must be accepted as his pure and 
voluntary gift- 

The distress of Italy was mitigated by the prudence and luunaniby of 
Odoaoer, who had bound himself, as the price of liis oloviitioii, to satisfy tho 
demands of a liGcutious and turbiileiifc iiiultitudo. The kings of the barbari¬ 
ans were frequently resisted, deposed, or murdored, by their ntiiivo subjects; 
and the various bands of Italian mercenaries, who associated under tho stand¬ 
ard of an elective general, claimed a larger privilego of freedom and rapim;. 
A monardiy destitute of national union, and horeditary riglii, hasioned to its 
dissolution. After a reign of fourteen ^^eara, Odoacor was oppressed by the 
superior genius of Timodorie, king of the O.strogoths, a horo alike excellent 
in the arts of war cuid of goveriuucnt, who restored an ago of peace and 
prosperity, aud whoso name still cxcitos and deserves the iittontion of iniui- 
kind. 


'mi3 UISK OF TIIHODOltlO 

After tho fall of the Ronuui Empire in tlio West, an interval of lifty 
years, till the luemurable roigii of Justiiiiau, is faintly marked by the obscure 
naiiioa and imperfect aiinahs of Zono, Anusta.siu.s, and Jnstii], wlio Buoccssivoly 
ascended the thvuno of Constantinople. During the samo period, Italy 
revived and flounsliGd under the governnioiit of a Gotliic kin", who might 
have deserved a statue among the best and bravest of tho iinciont llonians. 

Theodovic tlie Ostrogotli, Iho fourteenth in lineal dosuont of tho roj'iil 
line of the Ainali, was l)orn in tlio Jioighbourhood of Vienna, two years after 
Hie death of AUila.^ A recent victory had rostorod Che iiulopoudmuic of the 
Ostrogoths; and the three hrolhors, Walumir, Thoodumir, and WKliinir, 
who ruled that warlike nation with niiitod counsolH, had sejaivatoly ])ilcthe(.l 
their hiibitations in the fortilo though desolate province of Paiinonia. 'Plio 
Huns still threalened tlioir revolted subjects, bnt their hasty alLiiek was 
repelled by the single forces of AVahimir, and tlio nows of Iiia viotoryrejiolKal 
tlie distant camp of ids brotlmr iii llio same auspicious moment tlnit tlio 
favourite coiicubiue of Theodeinir was delivered of ii son and heir, lu tho 
eightli year of hia age, Tlieodorio was reluctantly yielded by lus fatlicr to 
the public interest, us the pledge of an alliance which Leo, emperor of Iho 
East, had consonted to purchase by an annual .subsidy of tliroo liiiiidred 
pounds of gold. 'L'he royal hostage was educated at Cnnsiantiiiople witli 
care and tcndeniess. His body was formed to all tho oxorciscs of war, his 
mind was expanded by tho Iiabits of liberal coiivorgatioii; he froquenied tho 
schools of the most skilful uiaslore; hut he dLsdained or negleetod the arts 
of Greece, end so ignorant did he alway.s remain of tlio finst elomonis of 
science, that a rude mark was contrived to represent tho signaiuro of tho 
illiterate Icing of Italy. 

As soon as lie had attained the age of eighteen, lio was rostorod in the 
wishes of tho Ostrogoths, wlioiu the eniporou aspired to gain by liberality 
aud confidence. "Walainir bad fallen in battle : the ymmgost of tho ])j'ot.lioi's, 

1 So Gibbon,'* but lloflickin,'* wbo puts tbo birth oE TIjcodorlo in 464, places tho ebath of 
Attila a year before, ^vJiilo Biivy niakoa It the same yoav. 
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WitUmii’j liad led fiw.'iy intn Italy and Ganl an army of Larbavians, and the 
■whole nation acknowledg'ed for their king the father of Theodoric. His 
i’erooioua subjects admired the strength aiul stature of their young prince ; 
iiud he soon convinced thorn that he had not degeiienitod from the valour of 
his ancestors. At the head of six thousand volunteers, he secretly left the 
camp in quest of ad'venturos, descended the Danube as far as Singiduniim or 
Belgrade, and soon returned to his father -with tho spoils of a Sarmatian king 
wJioni lie liad vanquished and slain. Such triumphs, however, were produc¬ 
tive only of fame, and the invincible Ostrogotlia wero reduced to extreme 
distress by the want of clotliing and food. They unanimously resolved to 
desert tlieir Pannoiiian encsuiipmcnts, and boldly to advance into the wnrni 
and wealthy neighbourhood of the Byzantine court, which already maintained 
111 pride and luxury so many bauds of confederate Goths. After proving by 
some acts of hostility that they could bo dangerous, or at least troublesome 
enemies, the Ostrogoths sold at a high price their rocoiioiliatioii and fidelity, 
accepted a donative of lands and money, and were entrusted wibli tlie defence 
of tho lower Danube, under tho command of Theodoric, who succeeded after 
hia father’s death to tho Jioroditavy throne of the Amali. 

Whatever fear or afCoctiou could bestow was profusely hivislied by Zeno 
on the king of the Ostrogotlis ; tlio rank of patrician and consul, the coin- 
iiiand of tho Palatine tmops, an equc.striau statue, a treusuie in gold tuid 
silver of many thousand pounds, tho name of son, and tho promise of a 
rich and lionourablo wifo. As long as Theodoric condoscended to serve, 
he supported witli courage and fidelity the cause of his benofaetor; his 
rapid march contributed to tho mtoratioii of Zeno; and in tlio second 
revolt, tho Wiiliuuirs, as they were called, imrsued and pressed the Asiatic 
rebels, till they loft an easy victory to tho imperial tioops. But the faith¬ 
ful servant was suddenly eonvortod into a formidable enemy, who spread the 
flames of war fronr Oonslantinople to the Adriatic j many llourishing cities 
wore redueod to ashes, and tho agriculture of Thrace was almost extirpated 
by the wanton ornolty of tho Gotlis, who deprived their captive peasants 
of tlio right hand that gnidocl the plough. On such occasions, riieoclorio 
sustained the loud and specious roproacli of disloyalty, of ingratitude, and 
of iiisatiato avarico, wliioh could ho only oxciised by the hard necessity of 
his sitiuiLion. Ho reigned, not as tho inouaroh hut iia the minister of a 
ferocious people, whose Hpirit was unbroken by slavery, and impatient of 
I'onl or imnginajy insults. 'J’Jii'ir poverty was iiienrablu; since the most 
liberal donatives v^ero soon dissipated in wasteful luxury, and the most fer¬ 
tile estates l)ccainc barren in ihoiv hands i they despised, but they envied, 
the hihorlous ])rovineials; and wlien their aubsistonce had failed, the Ostro¬ 
goths einbi'aood the familiar rcaouveos of war and rapine. 

It had been tho wish of Tlieodorio (such at least Avns his declaration) 
to lead a ])uacoful, obscure, obedient life, on tho coiiliiieH of Scythia, till 
tho Byzantine court, by splondifl and fallacious i)roiniHos, seduced him to 
attack a confederate tribe of Goths, who had been engaged in the party of 
Basiliscus. Ho marched from his station in M(jo.sui, on the solemn assurance 
that before lio j'oaclicd Hadrijinopolis, he should meet a plentiful convoy 
of provisions, and a roinforoomciit of eight thousand horse and thirty thou¬ 
sand foot, while tlicj legions of Asia were eiioamped at Heraolea to second 
liiy operations. Tlio,so moiwiires wore disappointed by mutual jealousy. A.s 
he advanced into Thrace tlie son of TliGodemir found aii inboapitable soli¬ 
tude, and his Gothic followers, with a heavy train oE horses, of mules, and 
of wagons, were betrayed by their guides among tho rocks and iirecipices of 
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Mount Soiidis, -whoro he was as&aiilted hy the anna and invoetiveB of The- 
odorio the sou of Triarius. li'rom a neiglibouviiig heiglit^ luH attful rival 
harangued the oaiuij of the Walamirs, and brajidecl their leader with the 
opprobrious names of child, of madman, of perjured traitor, the eneiny of 
hrs l)lood and luiLion. “Are j^ou ignorant,” exclaimed tlie son of Tritiriusj 
“that it is the conataiit policy of the Homana to destroy Ihii Cxolhs hy each 
otlier’s swords'^ Are you inscnaible that the victor in this iiniuitural contest 
will he exposed, and justly exposed, to thoir iniplacahle roveuge ? Where 

are tUoae warriors, my kinsmou, and thy 
own, whoso widows now lament that their 

-lives were sacrificed to thy rash ambition/ 

Where is tho ivealth wliicli iliy soldiers pos- 
flossod wIicJi they wore first allured from 
y—.. their iifitivo homes to enlist 
under thy standard? Each of 
tiicm was thou master of threo 

...* .horses j they now fol- 

Inw then on font Ulru shu'-itn. 


iSAiiiiV Gothic iiBr.MRT and axk through the dosorts of *J'lirace; 

those men wlio woro tempted 
hy the hope of measuring gold witli a husliol, tlioso brave men who are as free 
and as noble as thyself.”" A language so well suited to the lomi^or of the 
Goths, oxoited clamour and discontent; and tho son of Thendemiv, appre¬ 
hensive of being loft alone, was compelled to ciuhrivco hin brelhvon, and to 
imitate the oxample of Homan perfidy. 

In every slate of his fortimo, tho iiriidonco and firinncsH of 'J’liondoric 
were equally conspicuous j whether lio tlireatoned ConsLantinoplo at tlie head 
of the confederate Goths, or retreated with a faitliful band to the inoniitninH 
and sea coast of Epirus. At length tho accidental death of the hoji of Triarius® 
destroyed the balance which tho Uomans had Ijotm so unxiouH to i) 7 ‘nsorvoj 
the whole nation acknowledged tho supremacy of the Amali, and the I^y/.an- 
tine court subscribed au iguoininioua and oppressive troaty. The souato had 
already deolarcd, that it was necossaiy to choose a party among tlio (toths, 
since the public was iine{p\al to t!io support of their united forces : a subsidy 
of two thousand pounds of gold, with tlio ample pay of tlurtoou thousiuiH 
men, wore required for tho least considovahlo of thoir nrjnios 5 and tho Isiui- 


rians, who guarded not tho ompiro hut tho oniiioror, oiijoyod, besides the 
privilege of rapine, an annual pension oC five thou.svnd pounfiH. 

The sagacious mind of Theoclorio soon perceived that lie was odious to 
the Roinaua, and suspected by the Uarhariaua; he uudeustood the popular 
murmur, that his anbjoots woro exiioscd in thoir fro/.oii liuks to intoloralilo 
hardships, wliile tlioir king wa.s dissolved in the luxury of Groocjo; and ho 
prcYonted the painful alternativo of cncouutoring tho (totliH, as tlio oliam- 
pio]i, or of leading thorn to tlie field as tho eiioniy, of Zoiio. Einliraoing an 
enterprise wortliy of his courage and ainhition, Tlicndorio acldruasud tho 
emperor in tho following words: “Altliough your servant is mainliiiiiod in 
aCfiueuco by your liberality, graciously listen to tho wishes of uiy lu'iirt! 
Italy, the inheritance of your predecessors, luid Rome itsoU, the liuud and 
mistress of tlie world, now flnetnate undov tho vinlonco aiul oppression of 


P Theso curious details avfl mcliuled in tlio accoimt of Malclms./1 

P This uiftu who Hhaipd tho pivat Thoodorlc’s namp, and llivcalonud hh power, whUo vldlog 
on unruly horse wan borne against a sponr hanging before Ills tent door Tlie wound proved 
fatal, according to Evagriiifl,!/ who tolJa the story.] 
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Odoaoor the moi-CQuary. Direct me, with my national troops, to march 
against the tyrant. If I fall, you will bo relieved from an expensive and 
troublesome friend; if, with the divine permission, I succeed, I shall gov¬ 
ern in yoni* Jianie, and to your glory, the Uomaii senate, and the part of tlie 
republic delivered from slavery by my victorious arms.” The proposal of 
Tlicodoric was accepted, and perhaps had been suggested, by the Byzantine 
court. But the forms of the commission, or grant, appear to have been 
expressed with a prudent nmbiguity, which might be explained by the event; 
and it wiis left doubtful whether the conq^ueror of Italy should reign as the 
lieutenant, the vassal, or the ally, of ibo emperor of the East.^J 

Thoodoric’s speech, quoted above, is given by Jordanes,^' who is believed 
to be quoting from Cassiodorua,< the friend and minister of Tlieodoric. Pro¬ 
copius,-? liowever, says tliat Zono, being skilful in temporary expedients, “ ad¬ 
vised Tlieodoric to march to Italy, and, by a contest with Odoacer, win the 
Western Empire for himself and his Gotlus. He sliowed him that it was 
bettor for liim to rulo over ibo Italians tlian to figlit the enipevoi’ at so mucli 
hazard.” The anonymous Valenan Fragment^ is oven more definite as to 
Zeno’s share in tho idea; it says tluit Zeno “.scut liini to Italy,” and offered 
him “ as a reward for his iialiw,” tliat“ until Zeno liimself arrived ” he might 
consider liiiusolf ruler. 

Hodgkin® thinly that tho rights of the contracting parties wore purposely 
left in uucortaiuty, and ho regards this suggestive ambiguity as being far more 
important than any question of moi-o priority of invention between Zeno and 
Theoclonc. Why, ho inquires, did the Goth ask tlie emperor’s leave to invade 
Italy if that territory was regarded as lost to tho ompire in the sonso that Dacia 
and Britain wore lost ? Tho Goth declared that he would hold Italy as his 
adopted fatlior’a gift; but just wliat wore tho rosponsibilitics of present 
possession or ot future disposal of the orown that this aohnowledgment implied? 
Hodgkin’s answer to those qtu'Mtioiis, liowovor, is not very satisfactory, Ho 
thinks it clear that Thoodoric wont on this liazardous expedition with imperial 
approval, and that tacitly at least tho fact was rocogiiised that “ Italy and Rome 
still formed part of tho Resjmhlica Roiiwna;” but ho appears to foci that overy- 
thmg would dopoiid upon tho arbitraniont of arms, rogardless of shadowy claims 
based on uiirlior iinporial ctnulUions. Leaving, thou, both ibe question of 
priority and tho equally unsolvablu riddlo as to the political implication of title, 
we must now follow tho fortunes of Tlieodoric nud Odoacer to tbo battlefield, 
whore a practical solution is to be found for the dispute over the ownership 
of Italy.'^ 


Tiiic farms Movj'j upon italy 

Tlio reputation both of the loader and of tho war, diffused a universal 
ardour; tho Walamirs woro nuiltipliod by the Gothic swarms already engaged 
in the .service, or seated in tlio provinces, of the empire ; and each bold bar¬ 
barian, ^vho had licard of tho wealth and beauty of Italy, was impatient to 
seek, tlii'oiigh tlio most porilons advGntnre.s, tho qiosscssion of sncli enchant¬ 
ing objects. Tho nmi’ch of Tlieodoric must bo considerod as the omigration 
of an entire iieoplo ; llu) wives and childron of the Goths, their aged parents, 
and most prcciou.y effects, wero carefully transported ; and some idea may 
be formed of tho heavy laiggago lliat now followed tho camp, by the loss of 
two tliouaund wagons, which had been aiistaiued in a single action in the 
war of Epirus. Eor their subsisteuco, tho Gotlm depended on tlie magazines 
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of corn 'which wfts g’roimcl in porlaWo mills by the luiiida of bhoir wouion ; 
on the millc and flesh of tlieir flocks and lieuds ; on the casual produce of the 
chase, and upon the contributions which they might impose on all who 
sliould presume to dispute the passage, or to refuse their friendly assistance. 
Notwithstanding bheae precautions, they were exposed to the danger, and 
almost to the distress, of famine, in a march of seven hundred miles, wliioli 
had been undertaken in the depth of a rigorous winter. 

Since the fall of the lioman power, Dacia and Fannonm no longer exhib¬ 
ited the rich prospect of populous citiea, wcll-oultivated fields, and convenient 
highways: the reign of barbarism and desolation was restored, and the 
tribes of Bulgarians, Gepida, and Siirmatuuia, wlio luid oocupiod the vacant 
province, were prompted by tlieir native fierceness, or the solicitations of 
Odoaoer, to resist the progress of liis enemy. In many obscure, though 
bloody batties, Theodorio fought and vanquished; till at length, surmount¬ 
ing every obstacle by skilful conduct and pengovoring courage, lie dosconded 
from the Julian Alps, and displayed his invincible banners on the coniiues 
of Italy (4S93. 

Odoaoer, a rival not unworthy of his arms, liad already occupied the 
advantageous and well-known post of the river SouUuh near the niins of 
Aquileia, at the head of a powerful liost, whoso indopondout kings or loaders 
disdained the duties of subordination and tho iirudonec of delays. No sooner 
had Theodorio grauled a short repose and rofroshmont to liis wearied cav¬ 
alry, than lie boldly attacked the torbilicationg of the enemy; the Ostrogoths 
showed more ardour to acquire, than the merconarios to defend, the lauds of 
Italy I ami the reward of the first victory was the possession of tho Venetian 
province as far as the walls of Verona. In tho noighboiirliood of that oitj’, on 
the steep banlcs of tho rapid Adigo, ho was opposed by a new army, reinforced 
in its mimbevs, and not impaired in its couvagoj tlie contest was more obsti¬ 
nate, but the event was still more clecisivo; Odouccr flod to Uavonna, The¬ 
odorio advanced to Mediolanum, and the vanqulshocl troops saluted tlioir con¬ 
queror with loud acclamations of rcspoct and fidelity. But their want cither 
of constancy or of faith, soon exposed him to tlie most innninont danger; 
his vanguard, with several Golhio counts, wliicli bud been rashly entrusted 
to a deserter,^ was betrayed and destroyed noav J^’aveiitia (Facn/.a) by his 
double treachery; Odoaoer again appeared master of tho field, and the in¬ 
vader, strongly entrenched in liis camp of Tioiimni, was roduood to solicit tho 
aid of a kindred nation, tlio Visigoths of (taul. 

In the eoUTse of this histoi*y, the most voracious appetite lor war will be 
abundantly satiated; nor can we imich himont that onr dark and imporfocb 
materials do not afford a more ample narrative of tho distroas of Italy, and 
of the fierce conflict, whicli was liiially decided by the aliilities, experience, 
and valour of the Gothic king. 

From tho Alps to the extremity of Calabria, 'riioodorie reigned by tlio 
right of conquest; tho Vandal aiiibassadors surrciiderod tliu island of Sicily, 
a.s a lawful appendage of his kiiigdoiii; and ho was accepted as tho deliv¬ 
erer of Rome by the BQiiate and people, who had ahut thoiv gates against the 
flying usurper. Ravenna alone, secure in tho fortifications of art and nature, 
still Rustaiiiod a aiogc of almost three yoave; and the daring sallies of Odn- 
acer carried slaughter and dismay into tho Gothic camp. At loiigth, desti¬ 
tute of provisiona, and hopeless of relief, that iinfortumito monarch yielded 

nnmo; lie limt loft Odoacer for Tlieoilaric ; thon dcHorted bnesk agiviji. lloclv 
kln oompsirea liis dofectioii to Maislinl Ney’s going over lo Napoleon when ho i-oturned In 1815 
Later Tufa was Itllleil In a feml with nnothri iloaortor from Tlioortoric, li’rfideric llio Tluglaii. J 
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to tliG groans of Jns subjects and the clamours of his soldiers. A treaty of 
peaca was negotiated by the bishop of Ravenna; the Ostrogoths were admit¬ 
ted into the city, and the hostile kings consented, nndei’ the sanction of an 
oath, to rule with equal and undivided authority the provinces of Italy. The 
event of such an ugrooinent may be easily foreseen. After some days had 
been devoted to the semblance o[ joy and fTiendahip, Odoacor, in the midst of 
a solemn banquet, was stubbed hy the hand, or at least by the commandj of 
his rival (March 16, 493). Secret and effectual orders had been previously 
despatched; the hiithlcas and rapacioiw mercenaries, at the same moment, and 
without reaisLanco, wero universally massacred; and the royalty of Theoclorio 
was proclaimed by tlie Ctotlia, with the tardy, rcliiolani, anibigiious consent 
of tlic oini) 0 ror of the East. 

Tlio design of a conspiracy was imputed, according to the usual forms, to 
the prostrate tyrant; but liis innocence, and the guilt of his conqueror, are 
siiflioiently proved by the advantageous treaty which force would not sin¬ 
cerely liavo granted, nor weukuoss hayo rashly infringed. The jealousy of 
power, and tlio niischicfs of discord, may suggest a more decent apology, 
and a sontenco less rigorous may be pronounced against a crime which was 
necGHsary to introduoo into Italy a goneration of public felicity. The living 
author of this felicity was niulacioiisly praised in Jiis own presence by sacred 
and profane orators j but history (in Ins time she was mute and inglorious) 
has not loft any just representation of the events whicli displayed, or of the 
dofeots whioli clouded, iho virtues of Thcodonc. 

The roputiitiou of Thoodoric may veposo with move oouhdence on the 
visible pence and pro.sjjority of a reign of thirty-three years; the unanimous 
esteem of hia own tiiuos, and tlio memory of his wisdom and courago, his 
juatico and humanity, which was deeply impressed on the minds of the Gotlis 
and Italians. 


TIIKOnOIirO TilE QK13AT (408-620 A.D.) 

The partition of the lands of Italy, of which Thoodorio assigned the third 
part to his soldiers, is honourably arraijpied as the sole injustice of his life. 
And even this act may be fairly jnsUnod by tho example of Odoaoer, the 
rigliLs of coiiquost, the true inlcroHt of tho Italians, and the sacred duty of 
subsisting u whole pooiilo, who, on tlio faith of !iis promises, had transported 
themselves into a distant land. Under tho roi||ii of Thoodoric, and in tho 
happy eliinato of Italy, tho GoLlis soon multiplied to a formidable host of 
two hundred tliousauil iiioii, and the wholo amount of their families may be 
computed by tho ordinary addition of women and ohildven. Theiv invaBion 
of property, a part of which mu.st liavo been already vacant, was disguised 
by tlio genorouH but improper name of hospitality ; those unwelcome guests 
were irrognhirly dispci'scd over the face of Italy, and the lot of each barba¬ 
rian was adequate to his birth and oflice, the numhor of his followers, and the 
rustic wealth wliioli ho possessed in slavos and catfclo. The distiaotiona of 
noblo and jdobciaii were aclcnowlodgcd; but the lands of every freeman were 
exempt from taxes, and he enjoyed t)io inoatinmblo privilege of being aubject 
only to tho laws of his country. Fashion, and even convenience, soon per¬ 
suaded tho conqiiorors to aBSinno tlio more elegant dress of the natives, hut 
they still persisted in the use of their inotlior-tongue; and their contempt 
for tlio Latin sohnols was applauded by Thoodoric himself, who gratified, 
their prejudice.s, or lii« own, by doolaring, that the child who had trembled 
at a rod, would never dare to look upon a aword. 

n, w, —voT.. VH. 2a 
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Theodorio studied to lU'oteot Ins industrious^subjocis, and to moderato 
the violence, without enervating the valour, of liia soldiers who Avevo main¬ 
tained for the piiblio defence. They held their lands and benefices as a 
military stipend j at the sound of the trumpet they were prepared to march 
under the conduct of their provincial officers ; and tho whole ox Lout of Italy 
was distributed into the several quarters of a woll-regulated cain]^. 

Among the barbarians of the West, the victory of Tlioodorio had spread 
a general alarm. Bub as soon as it appeared that ho was aatisfiod with con¬ 
quest, and desirous of peace, terror was changed into respect, and they sub¬ 
mitted to a powerful niecUation, whicli was uniformly employed for tho boat 
purposes of reconciling their quarrels and civilising their maiinors. Xlie 
ambassadors who resorted to Ravenna from tl»o most distant countries of 
Europe, admired his wisdom, magnifioonco, and courtesy; and if ho some¬ 
times accepted either slaves or arms, white horses or strange animals, the 
gilt of a sun-dial, a water-clock, or a musioum admonished even tho princes 
of Gaul of the superior art and industry of his Italian subjects. Ills domes- 
tio alUftiiGes, a wife, two daughters, a sister, and a nioco, united the family 
of Thcodoric with tlie Icings of tho Franks, tho Burgundians, tlio Visigotlis, 
tlie Vandala, and tho Thuringiana; and contributed to luaintain tho har¬ 
mony, or at least tho balance, of tho gwoat republic of the West, It is difll- 
cult, ill tlio dark forest of Gormany and Folimd, to pursue tho onugratiou 
of tho Ilevuli, a horoe people, who disdained the use of iwmeuv, and who 
comloinued thoir widows and aged iiaronta not to survive tho loss of thoif 
huabanda, or tlio decay of their strength. TJjo king of tlieso savago warriors 
solicited tho friendship of Xhoodoric, and was olevatod to the rank of hia 
son, according to the barbario rites of a iniUtivry adoption. I'^'orn tlio shores 
of the Baltic, tho ^stians, or Livonians, laid thoir offering'H of native ambor 
flt tho feet of a. prince, whoso fame liad oxciled thorn to undortiilco an 
unknown and daugovoua journey of fifteen liundrod nhloH. 

Tho life of I’heodorio represents tho rare and inoritorions example of a 
barbarian, who aheathod Ids sword in tho pride of viotoiy and the vigour of 
his ago. A reign of threo-and-thirfcy years was coneeorated to tiie duties of 
civil government, and tho hostilities in which ho was sometimes involved 
were speedily torminated by the conduct of his lioutonantH, tho disciplino of 
his troops, the arms of Ids ullios, and ovoii by tlie terror of hia name, lie 
reduced, under u strong and regular government, tho unprofitable countries 
of Ihotia, Noi'icnm, Dalmatia, and Pannonia, from tho eonree of tlio Danube 
and the territory of tlie Bavarians, to ilio petty kingdom orootod by tho Gop- 
ids on the ruins of Sirminm. Ilis prudonco could not safely ontrnst tho 
bulwark of Italy to such feoblo and tiirbulont neighbours; nnd his justioo 
might claim the lands which they opprossod, cilhor as a part of his kingdom, 
or as the inlieritanco of his father, 

Tho greatness of a servant, who was named perfidiouH because ho was 
successful, awakened tlio joalouay of the emperor AnaatnaiuH; and a war 
was kindled on tho Dacian froiilior, by the protection wliioli the Gothic king, 
in the vicissitude of human affairs, had granted to Mundo, a descoiulunt 
of Attila. Sabinian, a gonora.1 illustrioua by Ids own and fathor’s merit, 
advanced at the head of ten thousand lloimins; and tlio provisions and arms, 
wliioh filled a long train of wagons, wore diafcribuled to tho ficrcosi of tho 
Bulgarian tribes. But, in the fields of Mavgus, the oa^Lcru powers wove 
defeated by the inferior forces of the Gotlis and lluns; the flower and oven 
the hope of the Koinaii armies was irrotriovably destroyed ; and such was 
the temperance with wldeli Tlioodorio had inspired Ida vicLorious troops, 
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UiaL as their leader had not given the signal of pillage, tlio rich spoils of the 
eucniy lay uutouchod. at their feet. 

Exasperated hy this disgrace, the Byzantine court desimtclied two hun¬ 
dred ships and eight thousand men to plunder the sea coast o£ Calabria and 
Apulia; they assaulted the ancient city of Tarentum, interrupted the trade 
and agriculture of ti happy oo«utry,aml sailed hack to the Hellespont, proud 
of their piriitioal victory over a people whom they still presumed to consider 
as their Homan brethren. Their retreat was possibly haslenocl by the activ¬ 
ity of Theodorici Italy was covered hy a fleet o£ a thousand light vessels, 
which he constraoted with incredible despatch; and liis firm moderation was 
soon rewarded by a solid and honourable paaco. He maintained with a 
powerful hand the balance of the West, till it was at length overthrown by 
the ambition of Clovis; and although unable to assist his rash and unfor¬ 
tunate kinsman, the king of the Visigoths, ho saved the remains of his family 
and people, and cheeked the Franks in the midst of their viotorioiis career. 

It is not desirous to prolong or repeat this narrative of military events, the 
least interesting of the reign of Theodoric; and we shall bo content to add 
tliat tlio Alamaniii wore protected, that an inroad of the Burgundians was 
severely ohnstised, and that tho conquest of Arles and klarsoillcs opened a 
free cominuiiication with the Visigoths, who revered liim both as their 
national protector, and as tho guardian of his grandchild, the infant son of 
Alaric. Under tliia rosnootablo clmractor, tho king of Italy restored the 
prtotoriaii prefecture of tho (iauls, reformed some nbusos in the civil govern¬ 
ment of Spain, and aooeptod tho annual tributo and apparent submission of 
itfl military governor, who wisely refused to trust liis person in tho palace 
of Ravoiiim. Tlio Gothic sovereignty was establishecl from Sicily to tho 
Danubo, from Siriuium or Belgrade to tho Atlantic Oconn ; and the Greeks 
theiiiaolvos liavo acknowledged that Tlicodorio roignod over tlie fairest por¬ 
tion of tho WoBtorii ICimiiro. 

Tho union of tho Gotlis and Romans might liave fixed for ages the 
triinsiont happinoss o£ Italy ; and tho fii'st of nations, a now people of free sub¬ 
jects and emightonod soldiers, might have gradually arisen from the mutual 
onnilatioii of their rospeotivo virtues. But tho sublime merit of guiding 
or seconding suoh a revolution, was not reserved for tl)C reign of Theodoric ; 
ho wanted cither tho genius or tho oiiporfcuuilies of a legislator; and wliile 
lie indulged tlio Goths in tlio onjoyiuont of riulo liberty, he sorviloly copied 
the institutions, and oven tlio abuses, of the iiolitioal system which had been 
framed by Coiistautino and his succeasoi*.s. From a tender regard to the 
expiring projudicoa of Romo, the harbariiin declined tho name, the purple, 
and tho diiidoiii, of the emperors; but ho assiunod, under tho hereditary title 
of king, tho wliolo substance and plonitado ol imperial prerogative. His 
addroascs to tho oaslGrii Uirono wore I’ospcctful and ambiguous; he celebrated 
ill pompous stylo tho harmony of tlio two rcpublios, applauded his own gov- 
ornmoni as tho perfect similitude of a solo and undivided empire, and claimed 
above tho kings of tlio oarbh tho same pro-ominenco wliioli he modestly 
allowed to tho person or rank of Amistnsuis. The alliaiioo of the East and 
Woat was aniuially doclarod by tho unanimous choice of two consuls j but it 
should scorn that the Italian oandidnto who was named by Theodoric, accepted 
a formal confirinaLion from tho sovereign of Gonstontiiioplc. 

The Gothic palace of Ravomia refloolecl the imago of tho court of Theo¬ 
dosius or Valoiitinian. Tlio praitorian profoot, the profew of Rome, the 
qiiaisior, tho master of llie offices, with tho public and patrimonial treasiirers, 
whoso functions are painted in gaudy colours by the rlietovio of Casaiodorus, 
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still cciiitinued to act as llie miiiiaters of state. And the siibordiimU care of 
justice and tlio revenue wns delegated to seven consulars, thi-eo correctoi-H 
and hvo presidents, "wlio governed the fifteen regions of Italy, according to 
the principlea and even the forms of Roman jurisj)rudence. The violence of 
the conquerors was abated or eluded by the alow artifice of judicial proceed¬ 
ings j the civil administration, with its hoiioiirs and emohnnents, wiia confined, 
to the Italians ; and the people still preserved their dress and iangimgo, their 
laws and ciistoius, their personal freedom, and two-tliirds of their lauded 
property. It had been the object of Augustus to conceal the Lutroduction of 
moiiarcliy; it was the policy of Tlicodorio to disguise the reign of a bar¬ 
barian. If his subjects were somotimes awalcenod from iliis pleasing vision 
of a Roman government, tlioy derived more substantial comfort from ibo 
obaracter of a Gothio prince, who bad peneliulion to disoorn, and iirmiiess to 
pursue, his own and the public interest. Tlieodorio loved the virfciio.s whieh 
he possessed, and the talents of which ho was desUtuto. Liboriua was pro¬ 
moted to tho offleo of pnotorian prefect for liis unshalcon tidolity to the 
unforbnnaio cause of Odoacor. Tho luiuialora o£ Theodoric, CasBiodorus and 
Roethius, have refleoted on his reign tho lustre of tlieir genius and learning. 
Mote prudent or more fortimuto than liis colleague, CasHiodonis preeorved 
his own esteem without forfeiting tho royal favour j and after passing thirty 
years in the honours of tlio world, he was blossod with an oqual term of 
repose in the devout and studious solitude of Squillace (Sylaoiiun). 

The public games, such as a Greek ambassador ini^ht politely applaud, 
oxliibitecl a faint and feeble copy of tho iiia^nificonco oi tlio oiosars : yot tho 
muaioal, tho gymnaatio, and the pantomimic arts, had not totally sunk into 
oblivion ; tlio wild boasts of Africa still exorcised in tho amphitlieatro tho 
courage and dexterity of the Jiiintera; and the incliilgont Goth oithei* patiently 
tolerated or gently rostraiiiod tho blue nud green factions, vvlioso ooutosta so 
often filled Uio circus with clamour, and oven with blood. In tho Boventli 
year of hia voign, Theodovio viaited Rome, the old capital of tho world; 
the sonato and pcoplo advanced in solomii procession to salute a second 
Trajan, a new Valontiiiiau j and ho nobly mn)porbod that oharactor by tho 
assurance of a just and legal govoriimoiit, in a discourse which he was not 
afraid to pronounce in public, and to inscribe on a tablet of bras.s. 

Homo, in this august ceremony, shot a last ray of declining glory ; and 
a saint, the spectator of this i)ompoii8 scene, could only hope in liia pinun 
fanoy, that it was excGllccl by tho celestial splondoiu'of the Now JoruHiiloin. 
During a rosidcnco of six months, the fume, the person, and tho courteouH 
demeanour of tho Gothic king excited the admiration of the Romans, and 
he contoiiiplated with equal curiosity and surpriyo tlio momunonts that 
remained of tlieii* ancient groainoss. lie iiiipriiitod tho footstops of a con¬ 
queror on the Capitolino Hill, and frankly oonfoased lliat each day ho viewed 
with fresh wonder the Eorum of Trajan and his lofty column. Tho thoatvo 
of PompG 3 ' appeared, oven in its decay, as a huge mountain artificially Jiol- 
lowed and polished, and adorned by huiimii industry; and ho vaguely ooin- 
puied, that a river of gold must have boon drained to erect the colossal 
anipliitlieatre of 'Ifitus. From tho luoiiths of fourteen aquoduols, a pure 
and copious stream was diffused into every part of tlio city; aiiioitg those 
the Ohiudiun water, which arose at the dIsUiuco of thirty-eight miles in tho 
Sabine mountains, wsia conveyed along a gentle though oonsiaut declivity 
of solid arohos, till it descended on tho summit of tho Avontiuo Hill. 'Uho 
long and apaoious vaults which had beoii oonatructod for tlio pin-po.so of 
cominoii s 0 wor.s, subsisted, after twelve conlurius, in their pristine strength j 
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ftiul tliG yubton'ftiieoUB cUaiinBls bavo been preferred to all llio visible won- 
dors of Home. 

The Gothic kings, so injvuionsly accused of Ike ruin of antiqiut}^ were 
anxious to preserve the monumoiits of the nation whom they had subdued. 
The royal odicta were fvaincd to prevent tho abuses, the iioglect, or the 
depredations, of the citizens themselves; and a professed architeot, the 
annual sum of two hundred pounds of gold, twonty-fivo thousand tiles, and 
the receipt of oustoms from the Lucrino iiort, were assigned for the ordinary 
repairs of the walla and public edifices. A similar care wiib extended to 
the statues of metal or marble, of men or aniiimls. The spirit of the horses, 
which have glvou a modern name to the Quirinal, was applauded by the 
barbarians; flio brazen oIophanLs of tlie Via Sacra wore diligently restored ; 
the famous heifer of Myron deceived the cattle, aa thoy were driven through 
tlio forum of peace, and an ofiicor was created to protect those works of art, 
which 'i'lreodoric coTisidercd aa tlio imbleat ornaments of his kingdom. 

After the oxiiniple of the last oiiiperors, Theodoric preferred tJie residence 
of Ravenna, whore he cultivated an orchard with his own hands. As often 
as tho peace of his kingdom wiia threaloned (for it was never invaded) by 
tho baxbnviiwa, ho ronmvod his court to Vovoua, o\\ the nortiieim frontier, 
and the imago of his palace, rUU extant on a coin, roprosonts the oldest 
and most autho3itio model of Gothic architoctuvo. Agriculture rovivod 
under the sliadow of peace, and tho number of husbandmen was inuliipliod 
by the redemption of captives. TIvo iron mines o£ Dalmatia, a gold mine 
of llratlium, wore carofullv explored, and the Pontine marshes, as well 
ttb those of Spololo, wore dvaiuod and ouUivaled by xnivate undertakers, 
whoso diata^rt reward must depend on tbo coutimranco of tho i^ublic pros¬ 
perity. ‘Whonevcv the aoasons wore leas propitious, the doubtful precautions 
of forming magazines of corn, fixing the price, and proliibiting the exporta¬ 
tion, atteated at Icivat tho bcncvolcncc of tUe stale; but such was the extraor¬ 
dinary plenty which an industrious people produced from a gi’ntoful soil, 
that a gallon of wine was RomctimcB sold in Italy for somethitig less than 
Ihroe i’artliinga, and ;i ejuartor of wheal (8 huslicls) at about five shillingH 
and sixpence. A country posaeSHed of so uiaiw valuable objects of exchange, 
soon nfctraclccl tho merchants of the world, whoso beneficial traffic was 
encouraged aud protected by the Ubotul spirit of Theocloric. Tho free 
inUn’coiU’.so of tho provinces by land and water was restored and extended; 
tho city gatcvS wore never aluit either by day or by night; and the coitiinou 
Haying, tlmt a purso of gold might be safoly loft in tho fields, was expressive 
of the couacioufl security of the inhabitants. 


THEODORIO AND THE CHUROn 

A diffovoiico of roligien is always pornioious and often fatal to the luir- 
mony of tho prince and people; tho (iotliic conqueror luid boon educated in 
tho profossioii of Ariaiiisin, and Italy was devoutly attached to tho hfioeno 
faith. But tho poi’Huasioii of Tlioodorio wus not infected by zeal, and he 
piously adhovud to the lieroey of his faUiors, without cojulo.'icending to 
balaiioo the subtle argiunoiita of thoologionl luetaphyaicB. _ Satisfied with the 
private toloralion of his Ariaii seotariea, ho justly concBivcd himself to be 
tlio giiai’diaii of tho puldie worship; and hie external reverence for a super- 
stition which ho despised, may have nourished iii his mind the salutary 
iiulifforenca to a statesumii or philosopher. With the protection^ Theodorio 
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assuinetl the supromacy of Ihc chuvcli; and his firm administration 
restored or extended some useful prerogatives, whioli had been neglected by 
tlie feeble emperors of the West. IIo was not ignorant of the dignity imd 
importance of the Roman pontiff, to whom the venerable name of Popo 
was now appropriated. Tlie peace or the revolt of Italv might depend on 
the character of a wealthy and popular bishop, who claimed such amplo 
dominion, both in heaven and earth; who had been declared in a nmueroiis 
synod to be pure from all sin, and exempt from all judgment. When tho 
chair of St. Peter was disputed by SymimvolmB and l/aui'ento, tboy appeared 
at his summons before tho tvibunal of an Arian raoniirch, and ho confirmed 
the election of the most worthy, or tho moat obseguions candidaio. At the 
end of his life, in a moment of jealousy and rosoiitmont, ho prevented tho choice 
of the Romans, by nominating n. popo in tho palaco of Ravenna. Tho danger 
and furious con.te.sts of a acliisin wore mildly restrained, and tlio last decroo 
of the senate wa.s enacted to extinguish, if it were j'ossiblo, tho acandaloua 
venality of the papal elcotions. 

We have descanted with pleasure on tho fortimaLo condition of Italy; but 
our fancy must not hastily conceive that tho goldon ago of ilio jmots, a race 
of men wUlioub vice or misery, was realised under the Gothici conquest- 
TJio fair prospect was somotimos overcast with clouds; tho wisdom of Thood- 
odo might bo deceived, his power might be resisted, and tlie doolining jigo 
of tlio monarch was sullied with popular liatrod and patrician blood, fji tho 
first iiisolenoo of victory, ho had boon tempted to deprive the whole party of 
Odojicer of the civil, and oven the natural rights of society; a tax unseason¬ 
ably imposed aftor tho calamities of war, would have crushed llio rising 
agriculture of Liguria: a rigid pre-emption of oorn, which was inlcndod for 
tho public relief, must have aggravated tho distroBw of Cau\p’.vnia. Thesis 
dangerous projects wore dofoated by the virtue and cloquoiico of JCpiphaniua 
and Boothiua, who, in tlie prcsonco of Theodoric }um.solf, successfully pleaded 
the cause of tho people : but if tho royal ear was open to the voioe of truth, 
a saint and a philosopher are not always to be found at tlio our of kings. 
The privileges of rank, or office, or favour, woro too froquoiiLly abusod by 
Italian fraud and Gothic violonccj and the avarice of tho king's nophow 
was piibUely exposed, at iinst by the usuipatiou, and afterwards by the resti¬ 
tution, of tho estates which he liud unjustly oxtortod from Ids Tuscan neigh¬ 
bours. Two hundred thousand barbarians, formulablo oven to tlioir miistor, 
woro seated in tho heart of Italy; they intligmuilly supported the rcstiuints 
of peace and discipline ; tho disordons of their march wore always felt, and 
sometimes compensated; and where it was dangerous to pimisli, it might bo 
prudent to dissouihlc, tho sallies of their native fierconcss. 

liven the religious toleration which Thoodorio had tho glory of introdm?- 
iiig into the Christian world, was painful and offenaivo to tho orthodox y.oid 
of the Italians. They respected the armed heresy of the Goths j but their 
pious rage was safely ^minted against tUo rich and dofcncolcas Jews, who had 
formed their o&tahlishments at Neapolis, Romo, Ravonmi, Modiolaiiuiii, and 
Genoa, for tho benefit of ti’iulc, and under Uio sanction of tho luw.s. Their 
persons were insulted, thoir offoets woro pillaged, uud their Hynagogiios wore 
burned by the mad populace of Ravenna and Rome, inflamed, as it Hhonld 
seem, l>y the most frivolous or extravagant preteneOH. Tho government 
which could nogloci, would have doservod such an outrage. A legal inquiry 
w£is instantly dirceied ; and as tho authors of tho tumult had csoapod in the 
crowd, the whole community was condomnod to rojiair tho damage ; and llic 
obstinate bigots who refused their ooutvibutiona, were whipped through 
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tlio slreeis by the liand of the executioner. Tliia simple act of justices exas- 
perated the discontent of the Catholics, who applauded the merit and patience 
of these holy confessora ; tlireo hundred pulpits deplored the persecution of 
the church; and if the chapel of St. Stephen at Verona was demolished 
by the coninuiiid of Thcodoric, it is probable that some mimole, hostile to 
his name and dignity, had been performed on that sacred theatre. At the 
close of a glorious lifo, the king of Italy discovered that lie had excited 
tlie liatred oC a people whose happiness he had so asaiduoiialy laboured to 
promote ; and his mind wtm soured by indignation, jealousy, and the bitter¬ 
ness of unreq^uited love. The Qothio conqueror coudesceuded to disarm the 
unwarlilcQ natives of Italy, interdicting all weapons of offence, and excepting 
only a small knife for domestic use. The deliverer of Rome was accused of 
conspiring witli tlio vilest informers agiiinst the lives of senators whom he 
suspected of a socroi and trcaaoiiablo correspondence with the liyzaniine 
court. 

After the deatli of Anastasiiis, the diiideiu had been placed on the head 
of a feeble old man j hut the powers of government wore assumed by his 
nephew Justinian, who already meditated the extirpation of heresy, and the 
conquest of Italy and Africa. A rigorous law, which was published at Con- 
stantinoplo, to reduce tho Ariiins by the dreaclof punishment within the pale 
of tho church, awakonod tho just resentment of Xheodorio, who olaimod, for 
his distressed hrethvon of tho ISnst, the same indulgence which he liad so long 
granted to tho Catholics of his dominions. At his command, tho Eoman pon¬ 
tiff, John I, with four illustrious senators, embarked on an embassy, of whioli 
ho must have alike droaded tho failure or the success. Tlio singular venera¬ 
tion shown to tho (irsl popo who had visited Constantinople was punished ns a 
ci’iiuQ by his jealous inouarcU; tho artful or pei'emptory refusal of the Byzan¬ 
tine court might oxcuso an equal, and would provolce a larger, measure of 
rotaliatiou ; and a mandate was proparocl in Italy, to prohibit, after a stated 
day, the oxorciso of tho Catholic worship. By tho bigotry of his subjects 
and ononiies, the most tolerant of princes was driven to tho brink of perseou- 
tiaii i unci tho lifo of T/ioodorio \rm too long, since he lived to condemn tho 
vivtuo of Boethius and Symmachua. 


'J’lllQ TATE Olf nOl'iTItlUfl AKD SVMMAOHTJfl 

The senator Boethius is tho last of the Romans whom Cato or Tally 
could have aolcnowlodgotl for their oonntrymaii. As a wealthy orphan, ho 
inherited the patrimony and honours of tho Aniohin family. Boethius is 
said to havo employed oightoon laborious years in tho schools of Athena, 
which wore supported by tho zeal, tho learning, and tho diligence of Proolua 
and his disciples. After his return to Romo, and liia marriage with the 
daughter of his friend, tho xiatriciaii Syiniuaclius, Bootliius still continued, in 
a palaco of ivory and marble, to proscouto the same studies. The church 
was cdiAcd by liis profound defence of tho orthodox creed EigainsL tlie Arian, 
tlie Eutychiaii, and tlio Noslorian liorosiee] and the Catliolic unity wos^ ex¬ 
plained or exposed in a formal troatieo by the indifToronco of tliree distinct, 
fcliough consubstaiitial, jiersons. Kor tho boiieiife of his Latin readers, hie 
gonins submitted to teach the first elements of the arts and soionces of 
(Irooce. The gcomotry of Euclid, the muaio of Pybliagoraa, the arithmetic 
of Nicoinachiis, tho mechanics of Archimedos, the astronomy of Ptolemy, 
tho theology of Plato, and tho logic of Aristotle, with tho coiiimentary of 
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Porplwi'y, 'ivovQ Irawfilatdd aucl illustrated by the iiulQfaiigabLa poii o{ the 
Roman senator. And ho alono was esteomod capable of describing tlie 
wonders of art, a anu-dial^ a water-oloclc, or a sphere which represented 
the motions of the planets. 

Prom these abatruae Bpooulatioiis, Boethius stoopod, or, to spoak moro 
truly, iio rose to the social duties of jniblic and private life; Iho indigent 
were rolioved by liia liberality} and liia eloquence, which flattoiy might com¬ 
pare to- tlie voice of Demoathenos or Cicero, was uniformly oxortod in the 
cause of innocence and humanity. Such conspicuous ineril was folL niul 
rewarded by a diaccniing prince; the dignity of DootliiuR was adorned with 
the titles of consul and patrician, and his talents woro uaofidly oinployod 
ill the important station o£ master of llio ofticc-s, Notwithsiancling the equal 
claims of tho East and West, hia two sons were croaiod, in iboir teiictur 
youth, tho consuls of the same year. 

But the favour and fidelity of Iloothina declined in just proportion with 
the public happiueaa; and un unworthy eoUcagiio was imposed, to divldo ami 
control the power of tho master of tho olficcs. lu tho last gloomy soason of 
Theodorie, he indignantly felt that ho wan a slave; but as his mastov had 
only power over hia life, lie stood without arms and without foar against tho 
face of an angry havbanau, who had boon i>vovokcd to beliovo that tho saCoty 
of tho senate was iuooiupatiblo with Jiis own. Tlio soimtor All)inu8 was 
accused, and already convicted, on tho xn'csumption of hoping, aa it was said, 
tho liberty of Homo. “If Albinns ho orimiiml,” exclaimed llio ovfitor, “tho 
sonabe and inyaolf uro all guilty of tho same crime. If -wo aro innocent, 
Albinus is equally entitled to tho protootion of tho laws.” I'lioso laws niigjit 
not iiavo punished Iho siinplo mut barren wisb of an unattainable blosHing; 
but they would liavo shown loss iiululgonco to tho rash confession of Ihio- 
tliiua, that, had ho known of a conspiracy, tho tyrant never should. Tlie 
aclvooalo of Albinus was soon involved in tlio danger, and perhaps tho guilt, 
of his oliont j their sigiiafcnro (which they denied as a forgery) was anixed to 
the original address, inviting the omxieror to deliver Italy from tho (toUih', 
and three witnc.ssos of honourable rank, perhaps of infamous reputation, 
attested the ti’caaonablo doaigna of the Roman patrician. Yet his imiooouoo 
must be presumed, since Jig was deprived byXhoodorio of tlio moans of justi- 
ficatlou, and rigorously confined in the tower of Ravla, while the sonale, at 
tho distance of five hundred milc.H, pronoiuicod a soiitoiico of uoiiiiscation 
and death against the most illnstrious of its members. A devout and du\,i- 
ful atiachinciit to tho sonato was condomnod as criminal by tlio ti’ombling 
voices of the senators themselves; and then' ingratitude doMorved tho wisli 
and pi'cdictioii of Boethius that, after liiiu, iiono should bo found guilty of 
the same offonoo. 

White BooLliius, oppressed wiili fottors, oxpootod oaoh moment the aon- 
tencG or the stroke of death, he compo.sed in fcho tower of Pavia the Oo7i8ol(t- 
tion of Fhilo 80 pliy; a golden volume, not unworthy of tho loisin'o of Plato or 
■Xully, but which elainis incompavahlo merit from the barliarisin of the linie-'i 
and the situation of tho author. Tlie coloatijd guide, wliom lie had so long 
invoked at Rome and Athen.s, now condoscendod to illumine Ins dungeon, to 
revive his courage, and to pour into hia wounds hor salutary halm. Sur- 
ponsG, the worst of evils, was at length ilotormincd by tho niinisiors of doatli. 
who execiitocl, and perhaps oxoooded, tho iuliuinau imuulule of Theodovio. 
A strong cord was fastened round Iho hoad of Boethius,^ and forcibly tight- 


Hodgkin c doubts this story, >rl)lc-h rosla solely on Urn aiionymouB Vftlcalaii 
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enocl» till lus eyes almost ataried from llioir sockets; and some mercy nmy 
l:>e discovored m ilio milder torture of beating Aim ■witli clubs till he ex¬ 
pired. But his gemua aurvivod. to diffuse a ray oC knowledge over the 
darkest ages of the Latin world; the writings of the philosopher were truiia- 
liited by the most gloriona of English kings, nml tlie third emperor of the 
niimo of Otlio removed to a more honoiirablo tomb the bones of a Catholic 
saint, who, from his Arian persecutors, had acquired ilia honours of mar¬ 
tyrdom^ and the fame of miracles. 

In the last hours of Boethius lie derived some comfort from the safety of 
his two sons, of his wife, and of his father-in-law, the venerable Symmachus. 
But tlie grief of Symmachus was indiscreet, and perhaps disrespectful; he 
luul preaumed to lament, ho might claro to revenge, the death of an injured 
friend. Ho was dragged in chains from Rome to the palace of Ravenna ; 
and tho suspicions of Tiieodoric could only bo appeased by the blood of an 
innocent and aged senator. 

Humanity will be dispo.scd to encourage any report which testifies the 
jurisdiction or conscionce and tho remorse of kings ; and philosophy is not 
Ignorant that tlie most horrid spectres are sometnnes created by the powers 
of a clisordorccl fancy, and llio wcalcnesa of a distempored body. After a life 
of virtue and glory, Theodoric was now descending with shnmo and guilt 
into the grave j his mind was humbled by the contrast of the past, and justly 
iilarmod bv the invisible terrors of futurity. One evening, ns it is related,* 
wlion tho heiid of a largo fish was served on tlio royal table, ho suddenly ex¬ 
claimed that ho behold tho angry coimLonanco of Syinmaehns, his eyes glar¬ 
ing fury and rovciigo, and his inoxith armed with long sharp teeth, wiioli 
iliroatoiied to devonrhim. The nioiiarch instantly retired loins chEimber, 
and us ho lay IroinhVing with anguish, cold under tho weight of hcd-olobhes, 
lie oxpi'oaaed in lirolcon murmurs to his physician Elpidius his deep repent- 
anco for tho murders of Boethius and byimnachns. His malady increased, 
and nClor a dysontory which continued throe days, he expired in the palace 
of llavonna, in tho tliivty-third, or, if wo compute irom tho invasion of Italy, in 
tho iliirty-sovontli year of his reign, August 80, f>26. 

Oonaoioua of his approaching end, bo divided his Ivcasuves and provinces 
bot^veon hia two grannsons, and fixed the Rhone as their common boundary. 
Ainalai’io was reslorccl to tho throne of Spain. Italy, with all tho conquests 
of tho Ostrogoths, was boquoatliod to Athularic ; ■whoso age did not exceed 
ten years, but who was ohoriahod as tho last nude olt'spriug of the lino of 
Ainali, by the short-lived marriago of hia mother Amalasuntha with a royal 
fugltivG of the same blood. In tho prcaenco of the dying monarch, the 
Gothic cliicf.s and Italian inagistratos mutually engaged their faith and loy¬ 
ally to tho young prince, and to Jiia guardian mother ; and received, in 
the same awful moment, lus last salutary advice, to mainLaiii the laws, to 
lovo the SGiiato and people of Romo, and to cuUivato with decent reveronoo 
the friondsliip of the emperor. Tho monumont of Theodoric was erected by 
Ills daughter Amalasuntha, inn conspicuous situation, ■wliich oonuiiaud.od the 
city of Ravenna, tho harbour, ami tho adjacent coast. A chapel of a circular 
form, Lhii'tj’’ feet in diamolcr, is crowned by a dome of one entire piece of 
granite : from tlio cciitro of the dome four columns arose, wliicli supported, 
in a vaHu of porpliyry, tho remaiim of the Gothic king, aiUTOundcd by the 
brazen Btatuosof tlio twelve apostles. His spirit, after some previous expia¬ 
tion, might Ixave been permitted to inluglo with the benefactors of mankind, 

[i The fllory is told by rmcoplua J] 
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if an lialifiii liermit liacl not boon wiinoes in a vision to Uio damiialioii of 
Theodorio, whose soul was plunged, by ilio ministers of diyino vongoaneo,i 
into tlxe volcano of Lipari, one of tho flaming mouths of Lho iiifornal workl. 


TUB TIIOTJBLISS OIP AMALAflUNTIIA 

Tho birth of Amalasiintlm, tho regent and fiucon of Italy, united lho two 
moat illustrious familios of tho barbarians. Her mother, the sistoi* of Clovi.s, 
was descended from the long-haired kings of the Merovingian riico, and Lho 
regal suecessioii of the Ainali was illuetrntod in tho eleventh goneration, by 

her fatlior, tho great Theodorio, whoso niorifc might 
have ennobled a plebeian origiin The sex of liis 
daugliter excluded licr from tho Gothic throne: but 
hia vigilant tendernoHS for hia family and lus people 
discovered the Inst heir of tho royal line, whoso ancos- 
tors had taken refuge in Spain; and tho fortunate 
Euthai’ic was suddenly exalted to Uio rank of a con¬ 
sul and a prinoo. lie enjoyed only a sliort liiuo the 
charms of Amaksuntba, and tho hopes of tho suc- 
ceseionj and his widow, after tlio death of her husband 
uiid fatlior, was left tho guardian of licr son Atliala- 
rio, and tho kingdom of Italy. At tixo ago of about 
twonty-cight years, tho ondowinonts of lior mind and 
person had attained their perfect maturity, Her 
beauty, wliicli, in tho approhonsion of Tlxeodora lior- 
aolf, might bavo dieputod tlio conquest of an emperor, 
was animated by manly sonao, activity, and resolution. 
Education and oxi>orionco had cultivated her talents; 
her philosophic studios wore exempt from vanity; 
and, though she expressed lierself with equal olo- 
ganco and case in tho Greek, tho Latin, and tho 
Gothic tongue, tho dauglitorof Theodorio maintaiuod 
in her counsels a dLscrool and imponotvablo silonoo. 

By a faithful imikition of tho virtues she revived 
tho prosperity of his roigii 5 wliilo she strove, witli 
pious care, to expiate the faults, and to oblitoriito tlio 
darker memory, of liis doclining ago. Tho children 
of Bootliuia and SymmaohuH were rcHtored to Uioir 
UuiJiKj iim.MKr AND paternal inlicritanco j her oxU’oino lenity never cou- 
WKAroNH sented to inflict any corporal or pecuniary penalties 

oil her lloinaii subjects; and ahe goiioroiiHly doapised 
the clamours of ibo Goths, who, at tho end of forty years, still coiisiuorod 
tho people of Italy as their slaves or tlioir oiioinioK. Her siilutiii'y moaHuros 
were directed by tlio wisdom, and colobratud. by tho cloquciico, of Oassio- 
doriisi; she solicited and deserved tlio friondsliix) of tho oniporor; and tho 
kingdoms of Europe respected, both iii peace and ivar, tlio majesty of Lho 
Gothic throne. 

^ [■ Tills story Is loUl In tho Dialoffues of Popo Grogoiy. Oa lho luf'oiul Undgkljifl ooiiiiuonlfli 
“ For thftt iioblo hemt JIoll iteolf could acarcoly Mservo miy Boiocpunislununt than 1I10 oonHcloiiH- 
iioflfl of n, life’s laboav ■wasteil by one fiecoo outbreak o( lleiaokov riiRc," Piocoplufl.) calls Ula 
tiefttrncDt of Uootlilus and Syrnmnehus *'tUo fliat anil Inat not of IiijusUco which ho had ooin- 
mlttcd against any of his subjeots; and lho caiiso was his falhivo to loolc ilecply oiiongh Into Uio 
evidence boforo ho gave his veullct- ’’J 
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But tlio fiiiure happiness of the queen and of Italy depended ou the edu¬ 
cation of her son, who waa destined, by hia bivfeh, to support the different 
and almost incompatible oharactora of the chief of a, barbarian camp, and the 
first magistrate of a civilised nation. From the age of ten years, Athalario 
was diligently instructed in the arts and sciences, either useful or ornamental 
for a Roman princo; and tlii'ee venerable Goths were chosen to instil the 
principles of honour and virtue into the mind of their young king. But 
the pupil who is insensible of the benefits, must abhor the restraints, of edu¬ 
cation j and the solicitude of the queen, which affection rendered anxious 
and .severe, ofCondod the untractable nature of her son and his subjects. On 
a solomn festival, when tlio Goths were assembled in the palace of Ravenna, 
the royal youth escaped from his mother’s apartniout, and, with tears of 
ju'ide and <anger, coinplahied of a blow which his sfcubborji disobedience had 
provoked lior to inflict. The barbarians resented the indignity which had 
been offered to their Icing ; accused the i-ogcnt of conspiring against his life 
and crown; and imperiously demanded that the grandson of Theoclorio 
should he rescued from tlio dastardly discipliuo of women and pedants, and 
educated, lilco a valiant Goth, in the .society of his equals, and the glorious 
ignorance of liis ancostora. To this rude clamour, importunately urged 
us the voice of the nation, AmalasunUia was compelled to yield her reason, 
and the dearost wisUea of her heart. 

The Idng of Italy was abandoned to wine, to women, and to rustic sports j 
and tlio indiscrool contempt of the ungraloM youth betrayed tho misohiev- 
oua designs of hia favourites and her cnoniies. Encompassed with domestic 
foes, aho eniored into a soorot negotiation with the emperor Justinian; ob¬ 
tained tho assurance of a friendly reception, and had actually deposited at 
Uyrrhacliiuiu in Epirus a treasure of fortv thousand pounds of gold. Happy 
would it havo boon lor her faino and safety, if she had calmly retired from 
barbarous fnoUoii to the poaco and splendour of CoJistantinople. Bub the 
mind of Anialasuntlia was inflamed by ambition and revenge; and while 
hor ships lay at anchor in Iho port, she waUed for tho success of a crime 
which her passions excused or applauded as an act of justice. Throe of tho 
most dangerous malooiiioiits had been soparaloly removed, under tho pre- 
loncG of trust and coniinaiid, to the frontiers of Italy: they wore assassinated 
by her private emissaries ; and tho blood of these noble Goths rendered the 
(picen-niotlioi' absolute in the court of Knvemm, and justly odious to n fi’eo 
people. But if slio had lamouted the disorders of licr son, she soon wept his 
irreparable loss; and tho death of Athalaric, in 584, who, at the age of aix- 
toon, was eonsiimod by prematuro inlomporaiico, left her destitute of any 
linn support or legal authority. [Athalaric died of tlie plague.] 

Iiiatoiid of submitting to tho laws of her country, which held as a funda¬ 
mental maxim, that iho suoeeasion could uevor pass from tho lanoe to the 
distaff, tho daughter of Theodoric conceived llio impracUoable design of 
sharing with one of hor cousms the regal title, and of rosorving in her own 
liancla tho substanoo of supremo power. lie received the proposal with 
profoinid respect and ai3Pootod gratitude; and the eloquent Cassiodorus an¬ 
nounced to iho soniito and tho emperor, that Amalaauntha amlTheoclatus [or 
Theoclaluid] had ascended the throne.* Hie birth (for hia mother was the sister 
of Thoodorio) might bo considered ns an imperfect title ; and the choice of 
Amalnsuntha was more strongly direotod by liar contempt of hia avarice aud 

(1 ^ty conjccUuo,’' snys Hodgkin,o »in lliat Ihovo waa floino formality of a popular election 
after tho death of Allialarlo lii oompllftnco with which his inolhor and her colloaguo fiaoonclcd the 
throne,’*] 
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pxisillanimity, which hiitl dcpiivecl Mm of the lovo of tlio Ituliuua> and lluj 
esteem of Uio barbarhins. BiU Theodatus xvas oxiLSporaiod by tlio contompt 
which he dosorved; her justice had repressed aiul reproached the oppression 
wiiioh ho exorcisod against his Tuscan neighbours; and the priiiciiJiiL Goths, 
united by coinnioii guilt and resentment, conspired to instigate his slow and 
timid disposition. The letters of congratulation were soarooly despatched 
befoie the queen of Italy was impriaonod in a small island of the lako of 
Volaiiiionsis CBolsona), where, after a short confuionionl, she was strangled 
in the bath, by tlio order, or with tlie connivance, of the now Icing,^ who 
instructed hia turbulent subjects to shed the blood of their sovereigns 
(May? 635). 


.TUa'tlNIAN IN1'JCII-\^KNE.S 

Justinian beheld with joy the dissensions of the Goths; and tlio inodia- 
tioii of an ally coJicealed and xnxmioted tlic anibilions views of the coiiquoror. 
Ills ambassadors, in tlioir iniblic audiono.o, demanded the fortress of Lily- 
bjouiii, ton barbarian fugitive.s, and a just compensation for ilio jhlhige of a 
small town on the Illyrian borders; but they socroUy nogollatod with Theod- 
atufi to botray the provinco of 'ihiscaiiy, and templed Amiiliisuntlia to oxlri- 
cato herself from danger and por][)lcxity, by a free mirronder of the Idngdom 
of Italy. A false aud sorvilo ci>istlo was subscribed by the reluctant liand 
ef the captive queen •, but 1110 confcsaioii of the Homan sonators, who were 
sent to Oonstantiiioplo, rovoalod tlio truth of her cloxilorahlo Hituivlion j and 
JuBtiniuii, by the voico of a now aiubaa.sudor, nio.sl poworfnlly inturoedod for 
her life aud Uborty. Yet the socrot instructions oi the saino inini.sLei' wore 
adapted to servo the oruol jealousy of Theodora, wlio dreaded the presence 
and superior churins of a rival: ho prompted, witli artful and ambigmnia 
hints, the execution of a orimo so useful to tlio Koinans; received the in- 
lelligoiioo of her death with grief and indignation, and denounced, in his 
master’s name, immortal xvar against tho perfidious ussaasiu. 

In Italy as well as in Afrion, the guilt of nn uftnr])er iipX)oavod to justify 
the arms of Justinian ; but tho forces which ho j^repared w(n ‘0 inBurJitsiont 
for the Huhversioii of it mighty kingdom, if their feeble numbeva bad not 
been multqdiod by tlie luunc, tlio sxdril, and tho conduct of a hero. A 
chosen troop of guards, who sorvod on Iioreebuolc, and wore armed with 
lances and buclclors, iittondcd tho iierson of Bolisariu.s: his cavalry was 
composed of two liunclrod Huns, three liunch’cd hloors, and four lliouHaiid 
confederates, and tho infantry consisted only of tlirco thousand Isauriaiis. 
Steering tho same courao as in his foriiior expedition, tliu Ilonuin consul oast 
anchor before Oatanii in Sicily, to survey the atrongtli of tho island, and 
to dooido whether he should attempt tlio couquoat, or peaceably inirauo his 
Yoyago for tho African coast. He found a fruitful land and a friendly poo- 
plo. Notwitliataiiding tlio decay of agriculturo, Sicily still aujipliod tho 
granaries of Romo *, the farmers were graciously cxem])ted from the oxipres- 
sion of military quarters; and tlio Goth.s, who trusted tlio dcCeiico of the 
island to the inliabitanU, had some reason to aoniphiiu that their couddeueo 
was ungratefully Ijotrayed : instead of soUoiting and oxpemliug tho aid of 
the king of Italy, they yielded to Uio first Huiumuns a ehoorfnl oliodionco i 
and this provinco, the first-fruits of tho Puiiie Wars, was a^piiii, after a long 
separation, uiiitod to the Ronmn Empire (536). 

[1 Horlgkiii, logrottlng her mfafortunoB, calls Awalagiiiitha “a kind of Gothic Minorva 
sprung from the Gothlo Jovo.”J 
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The Gothic garrison of Pnlormo, which alone attempted to resist, was 
reduced, after a short aiege, by a singular etratageni. Belisarius introduced 
his ships into the deepest recess of the harbour; their boats were laboriously 
hoisted witli ropes and puUoya to the topmast head, and lie filled thejn witli 
archers, who froju that suporior station commanded tlie ramparts of the city. 
After tliia easy tliough sucoessful enmpaign, the conqueror entered Syracuse 
ill triumph, at the head oC his victoriou.s bands, distributing gold medals to 
the people, on the day which ho gloriously terminated the year of tlie con¬ 
sulship. He passed the winter season iu tho paUco of anoieut kings, amidst 
tlie ruin.s of a Grecian colony, which once oxtonded to a circumferonce of 
two-and-tweiity miles 5 but in tho spring, about the festival of Easter, the 
prosecution of liis designs was intormpted by a clangerou.? revolt of the 
African forces. 

Although Thoodatua descended from a race of heroes, he was ignorant 
of tho art, and aver.so to tlio dangers, of war. Although ho had studied the 
writings of Plato and Tiilly, philosophy was incapable of purifying his mind 
from tho basest passions, avarice and fear. He liad purchased a sceptre by 
ingratitude and murder: at tho first menace of an enemy, ho degraded his 
own majesty, and that of a nation ivliich already disdained their unworthy 
sovereign. Astonished by tho recent oxainplo of Gelimer, ho saw himself 
dragged in ohains through the streets of ConstanUnoplo; tho terrors which 
Belisarius inspired wore hoighteiiod by tbo eloquence of Petrus, the Byzan¬ 
tine ambassador; and that bold and subtle advocate porsunded him to sign 
a treaty, too ignominious to become tho foundation of a lasting peace, 

Justinian roquirod and aocoptod tho abdication of tho Gothic king. His 
liidofatigablo agent roturnod from Constantinople to Bivvonna, with ninplo 
iustruotioiis; and a lair epistlo, which praised tho wisdom and generosity 
of the royal philosopher, granted his ponsion, with tho assumnoo o5 such 
honours as a subject and a Catholic might onjoy; and wisely referred tho 
final oxoouiion of the treaty to tho presonco and authority of Eelisaviua. 
But in the iniorval of auapouso two Roman generals, wlio had ontored tho 
provinoo of Dalmatia, wore dofoatod and slain by tho Gothic troops. From 
blind and abject despair, Thoodatua caiirioiously rose to groundless and fatal 
presumption, and darod to receive with menace and contempt the ambassador 
of Justinian; who claimed his promise, solicited tho allegiance of hia sub¬ 
jects, and boldly assorted tlio inviolable privilege of his own clmraoter. The 
inaroli of Bollsnriua dispelled tliis visionary pride. ^ 

After Belisarius had loft sulTiciont garrisons in Palermo and Syracuse, 
ho embarked his troops at Rfossina, and landed thorn, without resistance, 
on tho oppoaito shore.s of Rhogium. A Gotliic prince, who had married fcho 
daugliior of Thoodatus, was stationed with an army to guard tho entrance 
of Italy; but lie imitated, without_aeruplo, the example of a sovereign 
faithless to liis public and ju'ivato duties. The jierfidious Ebormor deserted 
with hia followers to tho Roman camp, and was dismissed to enjoy the ser¬ 
vile honours of the Byzantine court. From Rlicgium to Neapolis (Naples) 
tlie fleet and army of Belisarius, almost always in view of onoh otlier, advanced 
near tliroo liuudrod miles along tho soa coast. 

In a much later period, the ciucuinfereuce of Naples meaauied only 2363 
paces t the fortifications wore defended by prooipioes or tho sea: when tho 
aqueducta woro intcrcopted, a supply of water might be drawn from wells 
and fountains ; and the stook of provisions was sufficient to consume the 
pationoe of tho bosiogers. At tho end of twenty clays, Hint of Belisariu.? was 
almost exhausted, ancl ho liad reconciled himsolf to the disgrace of abandon- 
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ing the siegG, thtifc he inighb iuftroh, before tbo winler aensoii, against ftome 
and tlie Gothic king. But his anxiety was rolievocl by the bold curiosity of 
an Isaiu’ian, who explored the dry olianiiol of an aqueduct, and secretly 
reported that a passage might be perforated to introduce a hlo of armed 
soldiers into the heart of the oily. When tho work had boon silently exe¬ 
cuted, the humane general risked tho discovery of his secret, by a last and 
fruitless admonition of the impending danger. In the darkness of the night 
four hundred Romans entered the aqueduct, raised themselves by u rope, 
which they fiistfiiied to an olive tree, into the house or giirdoii of a solitary 
matron, sounded their ti'unrpets, aurpriacd tho soiitinols, and gavo iidmittauco 

to tlieir companions, who on all sides 
scaled tbo walla and burst open the gates 
of the city. Every criino whioli is pun- 
iabed by social jnstico was praotisod as 
the rights of war; tho Huns wore dis- 
liiiguisliod by cruelty and siicrilogo, and 
Bolisariufi alone appeared 
in tho strools and oliuvchey 
of Nii;^)loa, to modoriito tluj 
oahumiioH wbioh ho jn’O- 
diciod. 

'Iho faithful soldiers 
and oiiiKons of Nonpolis 
liiul oxpooLcd tlieir doliv- 
oranco from a prince who 
ronminod tho imicbivo and 
(dmost indifforont specta¬ 
tor of their ruin. Tbeod- 
atus Hocurod bis person 
witliiu tlio walla of Romo, 
while bis cavalry advanced 
forty miloH on tlioAppIan 
way, and onoampod in tho 
Bontino marahosj which, 
by a canal of ninotoon miles in longth, had 
boon rooontly diainod and coiivortod into 
oxcollont paaturea, But tlio principal 
forcoa of tho Goths woro diaporsod in Dal¬ 
matia, Vonotift, and Gaul; and tho focblo 
mind of fchoir king was (ioiifoundod by llio 
unsuccessful evont of a divination, wliicli scomod to prosago tho downfall of Ins 
empire. Tho most abject slaves hnvo arraigned tho guilt, or woakuoHs, of an 
unfortunate master. Tho character of T'hoodntus was rigorously Horutinisod 
by a frao and idle camp of barbarians, conscious of tlioii’ privilege and power'. 
he was cloclarod unworthy of his race, liia nation, and his throno ; and tlicir 
general Witiges, whose valour had boon signalised in tho Illyrian Wav, was 
raised, with unanimous applause, on tbo buoklors of his oompanions. On 
tbo first rumour, the abdicated monaroK fled from tho juatico o£ his country; 
but he was pursued by private rovongo.i A Goth, wliom ho had injured in 
his lovo, overtook Theodatus on tho Elaiuinmn way, and, rogardloas of his 
unmanly cries, slanglitorcd him, us ho luy proslrato on tlio ground (/5«80), 

[iBuvy fisays, “ WUigea pat TJieodatus to death,** IIo<lgkhi« aays Uiat lie scut Oplaiis, from 
-Nvliom '['licoOciliis had takon Iiis trJdo, lo flHsnsainnto Uio fnilen inoniiicli.J 
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■\V['PIGE3 ICING 01? THE GOTHS 

Tlie choioe of tho people ia the best and piu-est title to reign over them : 
yet such ia the prejudice of every ago, that Witiges impatiently wished to 
return to Ravenna, whore he might seize, with the reluctant hand of the 
daughter of Anl^lln 3 untlm, some faint shadow of hereditary right. A national 
council was immediately held, and tlio now monarch reconciled tho impa¬ 
tient spirit of tlio barbarians to a measure of disgrace, which the mis¬ 
conduct of Iris predecessor rendered wise and indispensable. The Goths 
consented to rotroat in tho preaonco of a victorious onomy ; to delay till the 
next spring tho operations of offenaivo war; to summon their scattered 
foroGS ; to relinquish their distant poasosaions, and to trust even Home itself 
to ilie faith of its inlmbiiants. Louderis, an aged warrior, was left in the 
capital with four tlioiisaud soldioi’s ; a feoblo garrison, which might have 
seconded tho zeal, thougli it was incapable of opposing the wishes, of the 
Konmna. But a momentary entliusiasiu of religion and patriotism was 
IciiuUocl in their minds. TTioy furiously exclaimed, that the apostolic throne 
should no longer bo profaned by the triumpli or toleration of Arianism ; that 
tho tombs of tho Chuaars Hhonkl no longer be trampled by the savages of the 
north j and, without voflocting that Italy must sink into a province of Con- 
stantinoplo, thoy fondly hailed tlio restoration of a Roman emperor ns a new 
era of freodom and prosperity. Tho deputies of tho pope and clergy, of 
tho senate and pooplo, invited tho lieutenant of Justinian to accept their 
volimlary allogianoe, and to enter tho city, whose gates would bo tlirown 
open for hin reception. 


IJELISAUrUS AND THE SrBGE OJ}’ ROME (530-088 A.D.) 

As soon ns Bclisarius had fortidod his now conquests, Naples and Cumee, 
he made his ontranco through the Asiiiarian gale, the garrison departed with¬ 
out inolcHtation along the hTaminian way; and tlio oity, after sixty yeans’ 
sorvitudo, was delivered from the yoke of the barbarians. Louderis alone, 
from a motive of pride or discontent, refused to accompany the fugitives } 
and tho Golliic chief, lumsolf n trophy of tho victory, ivas sent with the keys 
of Romo to the tlirono of tlio omporor Justinian. 

Tho designs of Witigos wore executed, during the winter season, with 
diligenco and offect. From thoir rustic habitations, from tlieir distant gar- 
rinoiis, the Goilis assomblod at Uavonua for tlie defence of their country j 
and such were thoir numbers, that after an army had been detnclied for tho 
relief of Dalmatia, 160,000 fighting men marched under the royal stand¬ 
ard. According to the dogroos of rank or merit, the Gothic king distrib¬ 
uted arms and horses, rich gifts and liberal promises 3 lie moved along the 
Flarainiau way, declined the iisoloss sieges of Poruaia and Spoloto, reapeotod 
tlio impregnable rook of Nariii (Narnia), and arrived within two miles of Rome, 
at tho foot of tlio Milvian bridge. The narrow passage was fortified with a 
tower, and Bolisarius had computed tho value of tho twenty days, which 
must bo lost in Iho construction of another bridge, But the^ consterna¬ 
tion of the soldiers of the tower, who either fled or deserted, disappointed 
his liopos, and betrayed his person into tho most imminent danger. At 
iliG head of one thousand horse, the Roman general sallied from the Flamin- 
i.ui gato to imirlc tlio ground of an advantageous position, and to survey 
tho camp of tho barbarians 5 but while he still bolieved them on the other 
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aide of the Tibor, ho -was suddenly encompassed and assaulted by their innu¬ 
merable squadrons. The fate o£ Italy depended on Ins life ; and the desert- 
era pointed to tlm conapiououa liorsoj ft bay, witli ft white face> which he rode 
on that memorable clay. “Aim at the bay horse,” \yas the universal cry. 
Every bow was bent, every javelin Wfts directed, ftgainst that fatfil object, 
and the eominand was repeated mul eboj'ed by thousands who wore ignorant 
of ita real motive. Tlie bolder bnrbiimns ftclvaiiced to tlio more honour¬ 
able combat of swords and spear.^; and the praise of an enemy has graced the 
fall of Viaandus, ilie sLandard-bearerd who maintained lua Ibvomost Htaiion, 
till he was pieroed with ilurteon vvoinuhs perhaps by tho liand of llclUarixia 
himself. 

The Roman genoral was strong, active, iind doxleroiLs; on every side ho 
diacharged his weighty and mortal strokes; his faithful guards imitated his 
valour, and defended liis person ; and tlio Goths, aflcr tlie loss of a thousand 
men, fled before the arms of a hero. Tliey wore rashly pursiied to thoir 
camp ; and the Ilomans, o])prossed by niultitiidos, made ii gradual, and at 
length a preoiiutato, retreat to tho gates of tho city; the galea were shut 
iigiiinat the fugitives] and the public terror was incronsod by tho report that 
RoUsariua was slain. Ilia conutouanCQ was iudeod disfigured by sweat, dust, 
and blood; his voice was hoarse, hia strongtli ^vay uliuost exhausted ; but Jiis 
uuoonquevablo Hpirii still remained ; ho imparted that spirit to his dcHpond- 
ing ooiupanioiis ; and thoir last dosporute charge was felt by ilio flying bar- 
baviana, as i£ a new army, vigovouy and entire, luvd been poured from tho 
city. Tlio Elamiuian gate was Uirowa oi)cn to u i*oal triumph j but it was 
iiot before Belieavins fmd visited every post, and provitled for tho p\;blic 
safety, that lie could he peraiiadod by his wife and frhsnds to taste tho need- 
ful refreslniioiits of food and sleej). In tlio more improved siato of tlie art of 
war, a general is acldoin roqnirod, or even pormittocl, to display the porsomil 
prowess of ft soldior; and tho exiimplo of Jlolisarius may bo added to the rare 
examples of Henry IV, of p 3 nTliii 8 , tind of Alexander. 

After this first and imauccessfnl trial of thoir eiiemios, tlie whole army of 
the Gotlia passed the Tiber, and formed tho siogo of the oily, which ooiitin- 
lied above a year, till their final departure. Romo, in its present state, could 
send into tho hold above thirty thousand nmloa of a military age ; and, not¬ 
withstanding tlio want of discipline ftnd oxcrcifio, tho far groaior part, inured 
to the hardships of poverty, might bo capable of Ijotiring arms for tho dofonco 
of their country and religion. Tho pnulonco of Rolisarius did not nogloot 
this important rGvSonroe. His soldiers wore relieved by the '/.oal and dlU- 
goiico of tlic people, who walchod while they .slopl, and laboured while they 
reposed ; ho accepted tho volmitavy florvico of tho bravest and most indigent 
of the Roman youth; and the companies of towiiHinen aomotimea roproBonted, 
in a vacant t)oat, tho presonco of tho troops wbiuli had boim drawn away to 
more essoiitial duties. But liis just confidouoo was jilacod in the votoraiiB 
who had fought under Ids banner in the Pomiau and African wans; and 
althongb that gallant band wa-s reduced to five thousand nioii, he undortook, 
willi sucli fiontomptible numbers, to defend a circlo of twelve niiloH, againHt 
an army of 100,000 barbarians. In tlio walls of Rome, whicli MoliHiiriu.s oon- 
sLruetod or j’G.storod, the maiorials of ancient arcliiteciuro may Ini diHOornod ; 
and the whole iorlification wns oomplotod, except in a chasm still extant 
between the Pincian and FIiiminiEm gatoa, wliicli tho prejudices of Llu) Goilus 
and RomauH left uiuler tho effoctuivl guard of St. Peter the apostle. "I'Iig 

Ileiuy Bl'n<ll(>v'^ dpplavoB fliat Ui|s barbarian's opllliPt flhoiikl nUlmv 1)0 “ tliO llsyn,” 
Gibbon’s tvniialatlou .\s “slanrtftvC-lxftret’' buing ” bngimllcaUy linpuHSiblo," | 
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battlements or bnsiions were shaped in Sharp angles; a ditch, broad and 
deep, protected the foot of the rainpai't; and the archers on the rampart 
were assisted by military engines — the balliata, a powerful cross-bow, which 
darted short but massy anwa; the onagri, or wild asses, which, on the 
principle of a sling, threw stones and bullets of an enormous size. A chain 
was thrown across the Tiber ; the arches of the aqueducts were made imper¬ 
vious, and the mole or sepulchre of Hadrian was converted, for the first time, 
to the uses of a citadel. That venerable structure, which contained the ashes 
of the Antoniiios, was a circular turret rising from a quadrangular basis ; it 
was covered with the wliite marble of Paros, and decorated by the statues 
of gods and heroes ; and the lover of the arts must read with a aigh, that the 
works of Praxiloloa or bysippus wore lorn from their lofty pedestals, and 
hurled into the ditch on the heads of the besiegers. To each of his licuteii- 
ants, lieliaarins assigned tho defence of a gate, with the wise and peremptory 
instruction, tliat, wliatevor might bo the alarm, tliey should steadily adhere to 
their respective posts, and trust their general for the safety of Homo. 

Tlie formidable hosts of tho Goths was insufficient to embrace the ample 
measure of tho city ; of the fourteen gates, seven only were invested, from 
tho Ih'fcuestiuo to the Flaminian way; and Witiges divided his troops into 
six cainpa, each of whicli was fortified with a ditch and rampart. On tlio 
Tuscan sido of the river, a seventh encampment was formed in the field or 
circus of the Vatican, for tho important purpose of commanding the Milvinn 
bridge and tlio courso of the Tiborj but they approaclied with devotion the 
adjacent cliuvch of St. Peter; and tho threshold of tlie holy apostles wns 
respected during tho siege by a Ohristian enemy. 

Eiglitooii days were om^iloycd by the besiegers, to jn’ovido all tho inelrii- 
inonlH of attack which antiquity had invenlou. Fascincfl were prepared to 
fill the ditches, aoaliiig-laddors to a.scond tho walls. The largest trees of tlio 
forest supplied the timbers of four baUcring*rams; their heads wore armed 
with iron s they wore suspended by ropes, and each of tliem was worked by 
tho labour of fifty men. Tlio lofty wooden turrets moved on wheels or 
rollers, and forinod a spaoions platform of the level of the rampnrt. On the 
morning of tlio iiinoiGonth day, a general attack was made from the Preenes- 
tino gaio to the Vatican; sovon Gothic columns, with their military engines, 
advanced to tho assault; and tlio Romans, who lined tlie ramparts, listened 
with doubt and anxioty to the cheerful assurances of their commander. As 
soon as the ojioiny approached tho ditch, Bclisarius himself drew the first 
arrow; and such was his strongth and dexterity, that lie transfixed the fore¬ 
most of the barbarian leaders. A shout of apidaiiso and victory was re- 
ecliood along the wall. Ho drew a second arrow, and the stroke was followed 
with tho saino success and Llio same aoolamation. The Roman general tlien 
gave tho word that tho archers should aim at tho teams of oxen ; they were 
instantly covered witli mortal wounds; the lowers which they drew remained 
useless and immovable, and a single moment diaconcevtod the laborious pro¬ 
jects of tho king of the Gotlis. 

After this disappolntniont, Witiges still continued, or feigned to continue, 
tho assfuilL of tlio Salarian gale, that lie might divert the attention of his 
adversary, while his principal forces inoi’e strenuously attacked the Prtenes- 
tino gate and tlio sepulchre of Hadrian, at the distance of three miles from 
each oLlicr. Near the former, the double walls of the Vivarium were low or 
broken; the fortifications of the latter were feebly guarded; the vigour 
of the Goths was excited by the hope of victory and spoil; end if a single 
post liad given way, the Romans, and Rome itself, were irrecoverably lost, 
ir. \v. —vo7„ VI r. 2 u 
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Tliis perilous clay \vcia tire moat glorious in Uio life of Bolisariiia. Amidst 
tumult and dismay, tho wl\ole plan o£ Uia atioak and dofenco was distinctly 
present to liis mind; he observed the changes of each instant, weighed every 
possible advantage, transported his person to the scenes of danger, and oom- 
inunicaterl his spirit in calm and dociaivc ordora. The contest was hei'coly 
maintained from tho inoi'ning to tho ovoniiig; the Goths wore repulsed ou 
all sides, and each Roman might boast that he liad vanquished tliirty barba¬ 
rians, if the strange disproportion of lUimboi’s were not counierbalanoed by 
tlie merit of one man. Tliirty thousand Goths, according to the coufossioii 
of thoir own chiefs [so Procoinusi claims], perished} and the niultitudo of 
the wounded was equal to that of tho slain. When they iidvaneed to the 
assault, their close disorder suffered not a javelin to fall without effect; and 
ns they retired, the populace of the city joined the pursuit, and assailed, 
with impunit}", tho bnehs of tlioir flying cnoniios. Bolisavius instantly sallied 
from the gates; and while the soldiors chanted Ids name and victory, tl\o 
hostile engines of war were reduced to ashes. Such was the loss and con¬ 
sternation of the Goths, that, from this day, tho siog’C of Homo dogoneraiod 
into a tedious and indolont blockndo; and Ihoy woro incuHHnntly lutrtiBsod 
by the Roman general, who, in frequent skivmishos, doKtroyed about five 
thousand of their bravest troops. 

Belisariua praised tho spirit of his troops, condoinnod thoir ju'osumption, 
visldecl to their clamours, and iwopavod the romodios of a doloat, the possi- 
oility of which ho alone had courage to suspect. In tho quarter of tlie 
Vatican, the Romans prevailed} and if tho irreparable moments luid not beou 
■wasted in tlie pillage of tho camp, they might have ocoiq)iod Uic Milvlau 
bridge, and charged in tho roar of tho Gothic host. On tho otlior aide of 
the Tiber, Bolisariiia advanced from tho Pincian and Salnriau gates. But 
his army, four thousand soUUors perhaps, was lost in a spacious plain j tlioy 
were oncompasaccl and oppressed by fresh niuliitudos, wlio eontinnally 
relieved the broken vaiilcs of tho barbarians. Tho valiant leaders of the 
infantry wore unskilled to conquer : bhoydiod ; tho retreat (a liasty retreat) 
was covered by tho prudence of the gonoral, and the victors started back 
with affright from tho formidable tt.Hpoct of an armed rampart. Tho ropu- 
tation of Bolisarius was unsullied by a defeat} and tho vain oonfidoneo of 
the Goths was not less aorviooablo to his designs, than tho ropentaneo and 
modesty of the Roman U'oojis. 


sui'Ficmu’Gs oi«* *rni!J homans 

li’i'oni tlie luonioiit that Bolisarius had dotormiuod to sustain a siege, his 
assiduous care provided Romo against fcbo danger of famine, more dreadful 
than the Gothic arms. An extraordinary supply of corn was imported from 
Sioily 5 the harvests of Campania and Tuscany wore forcibly swept for 
the use of the oity: and tho riglits of private property wore infringed by the 
strong plea of tlie public safety. It might easily bo foreseou that tho enemy 
would intercept the aqueducts ; and tho cessation of tho water-iuillH was tlie 
first inconvonionco, wliioh was speedily removed by mooring largo vo.shoIs, 
and fixing inillstonos in the curronb of Iho river. Tho Hiroain was noon 
embivrrassQcl by the trunks of trees, and polluted with dead bodies; yot an 
effoctual were the preoaiiiions of tho Homan general, that the waters of tho 
liber still continued to give motion to tho mills and drinlc fo ilio inhabit¬ 
ants ; the more dlatanl quarteva were auppUed. from domestic wolls ; aud a 
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besieged city might support, without impatience, tlie privation of iier public 
bntlis. A liirge portion of Rome, from the Rrasnestine gate to the oluircli of 
St. Efiul, was never invested by the Goths j their excursions were restrained 
by tlie activity of tlie Moorish troops ; the navigation of the Tiber, and the 
Latin, Ai^pian, nnd 0.stian ways, were left free and unmolested for tlie intro¬ 
duction of corn and cattle, or the retreat of the inhabitants, wlio soiiglit a 
refuge m Campania or Sicily. 

Anxious to relieve liimself from a useless and devouring multitude, Beli- 
sarins issued his peremptory orders for tlio instant doparture of the women, 
the children, and the slaves; i-eqiiired his soldiers to dismiss their male and 
female attendants, and regnlntod their allowance, that one moiety should be 
given in provisions, nnd the other in money. His foresight was justified hy 
tlie incrensQ of tlio public distress, as soon ns tlie Goths had occupied two 
important posts in tlie ncigliboiuiiood of Romo. By the loss of the port, or, 
as it is now called, the oity of Porto, ho was deprived of tho country on the 
right of the Tiber, nnd tho best coinmunicntion witJi the sen ; and ho reflected 
witli griof and anger, that three Imndrod men, could ho have spared such a 
feeble band, might liavc dofonded its impreg^nahle works. Seven miles from 
tho capital, between the Appvan and the Latin ways, two principal aqueducts, 
crossing and again crossing each other, enclosed within their solid and lofty 
arches a fortified space, wlioro Witiges established a oamp of seven thousand 
Goths to intoroopt tho convoys of Sicily and Campania. The granaries of 
Romo wero insoiialbly oxhauslod, the adjacent country had been wasted with 
firo and sword; such soniity swpplios as might yet bo obtained by Imsty 
Qxoursions wero tho reward of valour niid tho jmrcliaso of wealth s the forage 
of tho horses, and tho brond of tho aoUUovs, never failed *, bwt in the last 
months of tho siege, the pooiflo •wore exposed to tho miseries of soaroity, 
unwholosonio food, and contagious disorder.?. 

llolisarhis saw and pitied their sufferings; but lie had foreseen, nnd lie 
watched, tlio decay of their loyalty and tho progress of their discontent. 
Adversity liad nwakoned tho Romans from tho dreams of grandeur and free¬ 
dom, anci taught tlioin the Immiliating lesson, that it was of small moment 
to their real happiness, whether the name of their master was derived from 
tlio Gothic or the Latin language. The lieutenant of Justinifiu listened to 
tlieir just complaints, hut ho rojooted with disdain tlio idea of flight or capit¬ 
ulation j repressed llieir clamorous impatience for battle j amused them witli 
the prospect of sure and speedy relief; and secured himself and the oity from 
the ei'foots of their despair or tronohory. Twice in each month he changed the 
station of tho olBcor.? to wliom the custody of tlio gates was committed : tho 
various precautions of patrcls, watchwords, lights, and music, were repeat¬ 
edly employed to discover whatever passed on the ramparts j ox7t-guards 
were posted beyond the ditch, and tlio trusty vigilance of dog,s supplied 
tlio more doubtful fidelity of nmiikind. 


Till!; POIUC DEl'OSBD 


A loiter was iiiteroopfced, xvhioh assured tho Icing of the Gotha that the 
Asinarian gate, adjoining to the Latornn oluirch, should be secretly opened 
to Ins troops. On the proof or suspicion of treason, several senators Avere 
])ain.slicd, and the pope Silvoriiis was summoned to attend the ropresentativo 
of his sovereign, at his hoaclqunrlDTs in the Tinciau palace. Tho conqueror 
of lioino and Carthago was modestly seated at the feet of Antonina, who 
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reclined on a stalely coueh: tlio general was silent, bnl the voice ol repvoaoK 
and menace issued from the month oF liis imperious wife. Acensed by cred¬ 
ible witnesses, and tlie evidence of his own subscription, tlio successor of St. 
Peter was despoiled of his pontifical arinnnents, clad in the mean habit of a 
monk, and embarked, without delay, For a distant exile in tho East. [Accord¬ 
ing to I-Iodgkinc hia “ conteniporarioa seem to have entirely iicrjuittod liim in 
the matter,” and “posterity reverenced liiiu as a martyr.”] 

As Justinian was ambitious of fame, lie made some oilorts, iliougli they 
were feeble and languid, to support and rescue his victorious general. A 
reinforcement of sixteen hundred Slavonians and lluus was led by MarLiu 
and Valerian; and as they liad reposed during the winter .sgiihou in tlio Iiar- 
hour.s oC Greece, the strength of tho men and horses was not impaired by 
the fatigues of a sea voyage; and llioy distingiiisbod their valour in tho first 
sally against the bosiegcra. About tlio time of the aummor solstice, Eutha- 
liiis landed at Tarracina with large .sums of money for ilio payment of the 
troop.s; ho cautiously proceeded along the Ajipiaii way, and this convoy 
entered Romo through tlio gate Cnpcna, while RolisariUH, on tlio otlior side, 
diverted the attention of the Goths by a vigorous and siiecossCul skiviuisli. 
Those Heasonable aids, tho use and ropiitation of whicli were doxleroiisl}' 
managed by the Homan goueral, revived tho courage, or lit least tho hopes, 
of tlio soldiers and people. Tho historian Procopius was dospateliod with an 
important commission to colloot tho troops and provisions whiuh Campania 
could furnish, or Con-stantlnoplo had sent; and tho soorotary of Rolisarius 
was soon followed by Antonina herself, wlio boldly travorsed the poslhi of the 
enemy, and roturiied with tlio oriental succours to the relief of lior liusband 
and tlio besieged city. A fleet of throe thousand Isanrians oast iinolior in 
the bay of Naples, and afterwards at Ostia. Above two thonsinul linrse, of 
wliom a part were Thracians, landed at 'J'arontnm; and, after tlie hinetion 
of five liundred soldiers of Campania, and a train of wagons laden with wine 
and flour, they dirooiod their march, on tho Appiaii way, from (hijina Lo tho 
neighbourhood of Homo. Tho forces that arrived l)y land and sea were 
united at the mouth of tho Tiber. 


A TinU415 MONTIIB’ TIUKJK (fia7-538 A.D.) 

Antonina convened a council of war: it wa.s resolved to .surmount, with 
sails and oars, tho aclverso stream of tlio river; and tho GoLIih Avore appre¬ 
hensive of disturbing, by any rash liostilitioa, the nogoLiatiou lo Avliicli 
Relifiai'ius had craftily listened. Thoy credulously liolioved that they saw 
no more than tho vanguard of a flcoL and army, which already covered tho 
Ionian son and tho plains o£ Oainpauia; and tho illusion avus siipporLod by 
tliQ haughty languap^e of tho Roman general, when ho gave audience to tlio 
aiubaasadors of Witigos. After a spocioxis di.scourfio to viudieivto th(3 jnstice 
of his oause, thoy declared that, for tho sake of pouco, tlioy Avoro dispo.sed to 
ronouiico the possession of Sicily- “Tho ompevor i.s not lo.ss gonorous;” 
replied his lieutenant with a disdainful Binilo; “in roLiirn for a gift Avhich 
you no longer poagess, lio proaoiits you Avith an anciout jirovinoo of tlio 
Giupiro —lie resigns to tho Goths tlio soveroignty of the Rritish island;” 
Belisai’iug rejected with equal lirmuoafl and coutomiit tho offer of a ti’ilnito ; 
but he allowed the Gothic ambassadors to seek thoir fate from tlio mouth of 
Justinian liimself; and consented, with aoeming reluataiico, to a truce of 
three months, from tho Aviiiter solstice to tho equinox of spring. Priidonco 
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iiiighL not safely trust citlier tlie oatlis or hostages of the harbfii’iana, but the 
conscious superiority of the Roman chief wag expressed in the distribution 
of his troo23S. 

■When fear or hunger let! die Goths to ovacuate Alba, Porto, and Ceii- 
tuincellro (Oivita Vocchia), tlieir place was soon supplied ; the garrisons of 
Narni, Spoloio, and Perusia wore reinforced, and tlie seven camps of the be¬ 
siegers were gradually onconipasacd with the calamities of a siege. The 
prayers and pilgrimage of Datiiis, bishop of Milan, were not witlioiit effect; 
and he obtained one tlioiisand Thracians and Isaurians to assist the revolt of 
ing-uria against her Ariaii tyrant. At the samo lime, John the Sangumaiy, 
tlio nGjihew of Vitaliaii, was detached with two thousand chosen horse, first to 
Alba on the Fucine Lake, and afterwards to tho frontiers of Picenum on the 
Adriatic Sen. In that jirovince,” said Bclisarius, tlie Goths have deposited 
tlieir families and trenauros, without a guard or suspicion of danger. Doubt¬ 
less they will violate tho truce; let them feel your preseiico, before they 
hear of your motions. S^nu’e the Italians ; suffer not any fortified places to 
roniaiii hostile in your rear ; and faithfully reserve the spoil for an equal and 
coiumou partition. It would not bo roasonalde,” he added, with a laugh, 
“tliat wdiilst wo aru toiling to the destruction of tho drones, our more fortu* 
luiici breChreu should rifle aud enjoy the honey.’* 


LAiST lorroim oi-' thk gotus (C88 a.p.) 

TJio whole nalLou of tho O.strogoths had been assembled for tho attack, 
and was almost oiitiroly coiisunicd in tlie siege, of Romo. If any credit be 
duo to an iiitclligont apociator, ono-third at least of tlioir enormous liost w'lis 
dobtroyod, in frequent and bloody combats under tlie walls of tho city. Tho 
bad fame and iiornioious qualities of the summer air might already be ini- 
puLod to the decay of agriculture and p 02 >ulation j and the evils oi fninino 
and peatileneo were aggravated by their own liceiiUouaiio.sa, and the uu- 
fi’iendly di.sposition of the country. Wliilo Wiiiges struggled with liis for- 
Umo } while ho hosiUitcd botwoen shame and ruin ; liis retreat was hastened 
by doinosiic alarms. Tho king of the Goths was informed by messengers, 
that John tho Sauguiiinry siiroad tho devastations of war from the Apennino 
to Llio Adriatic j that tlio rich siioils and imuimerablo captives of Picenum 
wore lodged in the forfcilicatioim of Rimini (Ariiniimm) ; aJid that this for¬ 
midable chief had defeated his imclo, insulted his cajiital, nml seduced, by 
secret coiTos2)oiidcnoo, llio fidelity of his wife, the imperiouB daughter of 
Aniahisunilia. Yet, hoforo lie retired, Wifciges made a last effort eitlior to 
atom] or to .snrpriao tho city. A Hccrot fiagsago was discovered by one of tho 
aqueducts ; t>vo citizeii.s of tho Vatican were temiitecl by bribea to intoxicate 
tho guards of the Auroliini gate; an attack was meditated on tho walls 
Ijoyoncl tho Tiber in a phioo which was not fortified with towers; and the 
barbarians advanced with torches and scaling-ladders to the assault of the 
Pincian gate. But every alteinjit was defeated hy the iiitreihd vigilance of 
Hclisavius and his band of veterans, who, in U\e most perilous moments, did 
not rogrot tho absoiieo of tlioir companions j and the Gotha, alike destitute 
of hope and subsiatcnco, clamorously urged tlioir departure, before the truce 
should ox 2 >ire, and tlio Roman cavalry should again be united. 

Olio year aud nine days after the coinTneiioomeiit of the siege, nn army, 
so lately strong mid triumphant, burned their tents, and tiunultuously repnssed 
tho Milviaii bridge. They ropossod not with impunity i their thronging 
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multitudes, oi)preased in a narrow passage, were driven lieadlong into the 
Tiber by their own fears and tlie pursuit of tlio enemy ; and the Roman gen¬ 
eral, sallying from tlio Pincian gate, inflicted a severe and disgraceful wound 
on their retreat. The alow lengtli of a sickly and desponding host was 
lieavily dragged along the Flaininian way; from whence the barbarians were 
sometimes compelled to deviate, lest they should encounter tlio hostile gar¬ 
risons that guarded the highroad to Rimini and Ravenna. Yet so powerful 
was this flying army, that Witigos spared ton thousand men for the defence 
of the oHica which ho was moat solicitous to preserve, and detached his 
nephew Uraias, with an adequate force, for the chastisemont of rebellious 
Milan. 

At the head of liia principal army, Uraias besieged Rimini, only thirty- 
Lliree miles distant from the Uothio capital. A fcoblo rampart and a shallow 
ditch were maintained by the skill and valour of John the Sanguinaiy, who 
shared the danger and fatigue of the meanest soldier, and emulated, on a 
theatre less illustrious, the military virtues of hi.s groat commande]*, The 
towers and batterings ouginoa of the barbarians wore ronclorod useless j their 
attacks wore repulsed ; and the tedious blockade, which reduced the garrison 
to the last oxtromity of liungor, afforded time for tho union and maroh of the 
Roman forces. A fleet, which had surprised Ancona, sailed along tho coast 
of tlio Adriatic, to tho relief of tho tosiegod city. 'I'lio ounuoli Narses 
landed in Picenuin with two tliousaiul Ilcruli and five thousand of Lho brav¬ 
est troops of the East. Tho rook of tlio Aponiiino was forced! ton thousand 
votorans moved round tho foot of tho mountains, under tho command of 
Rolisarius liiniHolf s and a now army, whoso oncampmont bliw.od witli in- 
niiinerablo liglits, appeared to advance along tho Plaminiaii way. Ovor- 
wliolnied with astonishment and despair, tho Gotha abandoned the siege of 
Rimini, thoir tents, their standards, and their leaders ; and Witigos, wlio gave 
or followed the example of fliglit, novor halted till he found a shellor witliiii 
the walls and morasses of Ravenna. 


JMAl.OUSY OF TIM3 UOMAN OKNI'JUALK 

To these walls, and to .some fortrc.ssc.s dostituLo of any niuLiuil suppm-L, 
tho Gothic monarchy was now reduced. T'hc provincoH of Jhdy had 
embraced tho party of the emperor; and lii.s army, gradually rocruitod to 
tho number of bwoniy thousand men, mu.st havo aoiiieved an easy and rapid 
conquest, if Llieir invincible powers had not boon wealccnod by the discord of 
tho Roman chiefs. In tho conlidenco of approaching victory, they instigated 
a powerful rival to oppose tho conqueror of Rome and AiVieu. From the 
domestic service of the palace, and tho adininistration of Llio private rovenuu, 
Narses tho eunuoh was suddenly exalted to lho head of an army ; and the 
spirit of a hero, who afterwards oquullod tho merit and glory of IloliHarius, 
served only to x^erplex the cqicrations of lho (lolluo war. To his xn’udent 
counsels, the relief of Rimini was ascriliod by tho leadorH of Uio disooiiLonled 
faction, who exhorted Narses to assnmo an indoxiondcnt and .separate com- 
inaiul. Tho opistlo of Justinian liml iiidood enjoined liis ohodiciico to the 
geiicml; but the dangerous excojition, as far as may bo advantageous to tlio 
public service, ^ese^^'ed some freedom of judgment to tlio disoruot favourite, 
who had so lately de^iarted from the sacred and familiar convoi’.sation of his 
sovereign. In the exorcise of this doubtful right, tho ciiimcli pei’pelually 
dissented from the opinions of Relisiirius; and, after yielding with roluc- 
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tailoe to tho siege of Urbino, he deserted his colleague in the night, and 
mai’clied away to the conquest of the ylSmilian province. 

Tlie fierce and formidable bands of the Heruli were attached to the per¬ 
son of Niirses; ton thousand Romans and confederates were persuaded to 
march under his banners \ ovory malcontent embraced the fair opportunity 
of revenging liis jirivato or imaginaiy wrongs; and the remaining troops of 
Belisarnia wero divided and dispersed from the garrisons of Sicily to the 
sliores of the Adriatic. His shill and perseverance overcame every obstacle: 
Urbiuo wari taken j the sieges of Fabsulro (Urbs Vetns), Orvieto (Fiesole), 
and Auximum (Oamio), wero vigorously prosecuted; and the einmchNarses 
was recjillcd to the domestio cares of the palace. All dissensions were Ixealed, 
and all opposition was subdued, by 
tho tenipemte authority of the Roman 
general, to wliom his enemies could 
not refuse their esteem; and Bclisa- 
rius iiioulcntedtlic salutary lesson that 
the forces of the state should compose 
one body, and bo animated by one bouI. 

But, in the interval of discord, tho 
Gotlia wero permitted to broatlic; an 
important season was lost, Milan was 
dostroyod, and tlie norihern provinces 
of Italy were afflicted by an inunda¬ 
tion of tho Rranks. 



CosTUMB OP A Gothic Woman 


A Ii’KAl^KlSU INVASION (58D A.D.) 

When Justinian first meditated tho 
conquest of liiily, ho sent ambassadors .. 
to the kings of tho Franks, and adjured 
them, by ilio common tics of alliance 
and religion, to join in tlio holy enter- 
priso agaiiiist the Arians. Tlio Goths, 
as tlieir wants wero moro urgent, em¬ 
ployed a more offeclual niodo of x>er- 
sitasion, and vainly strove, by the 
gift of lands and money, to purchase 

the friendship, or at least the neutrality, of a light and perfidious nation. 
But tlio arms of Belisariiis, and the revolt of the Italians, had no sooner 
sliukcn tho Gothic monarchy, than Thoudebert of Auatrasia, the most power¬ 
ful and warlike of the Merovingian kings, was persuaded to succour their 
distress by an indirect and seasonable aid. Without expecting the consent 
of thoir soYoroign, ten thousand Burgundians, his rocent subjeefca, descended 
from the Alps, and ioiiied tho troops which Witigea had sent to ohaatiso the 
revolt of After an obstinate siege, the capital of Ligurm was reduced 

by famine, but no capitulation could be obtained, except for tlie sate retreat 
of the Roman garrison. Datius, the orthodox bishop, who had seduced his 
countrymen to rebellion and ruin, escaped to the luxury and honouis ot the 
Byzantine court, but tho clergy, perhaps the Arian clergy, wove slaughtered 
at the foot of thoir own altars by the defenders of the Catholic faith, ihree 
luindred thousand males wero reported to be slam; the female sox, and 
moro precious spoil, was resigned to the Burgundians; and the houses, oi at 
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least the Avails oE Milan, wove levelled wiUi the gvound. Tlio GotU«,in Iheiv 
last 3nomon(.s, Avero rovongod by the deatnicUon of a oily sooond only to 
Komeiiisize and opulence, in the aploiidour of its buildings, or Uio inini- 
bor of its inhabitaiita; and Bolisariua syiiipatliisod alone in Llio fate of his 
deserted and devoted frieiidH. 

Encouraged by this succobbIuI inroivd, 'Thoudobori liiinself, in the oiiBuing 
spring, invaded the pbiiiia of Ibily Avitli an army of ono hundrod thousand 
hai’bai‘iaiia» Tko king, and aoino ohoaeii followorSi Avero moiiiiLed on horse- 
hade, and armed Avith lancos; llio hifantry, Aviiliout Ijoavs or spoiirB, Avoro 
satisfied Avitli a shield, a 8Avord,and a douhlc-cdged hattlo-axo, Avhioh, in their 
hands, hccaino a deadly and unerring weapon. Italy tromhlcd at the inardi 
of the Franks; and both the Gothic princo ami Uio Honnin general, nlUco 
ignorant of theiv designs, solicited, with hope and terror, the frioudslilp of 
these dangerous allies. 

Till he had soourod tlio passage of tlio Vo on tlie hridgo of Paviii, tlio 
grandson of Clovia disHOinblod iiis iuLcntioiis, Avliioh lie at length declared, 
by aasaulLing, ahnosl at the sanio iiisiaut, Uio ho.stilo cam]w of the Itonuins 
and Goths. Instead oC uniting their arms, they fled Avith equal preoipila- 
tionj and the fortilo, though desolate, iirnvineos of biguria and ilCiniliii, 
Avoro abandoned to a licentious host of barbarians, Avliose j'ago Avas not niiti- 
gatod by any Uioughts of KoUlomcnt or conquest. Among tlio oitios wliicli 
tliQv ruined, Genoa, nob yot coiwlruotcd of marble, i.y particularly/ onuiuer- 
abettj and Iho deaths o£ thonsaiicls, according to iho rogubir j^raclioo of Avar, 
apporir to have oxcitod loss horror lluin some idolatrous .saonrKsos of Avomon 
and oluldreii, Avhich wore performed with impunity in the oiunp of the luost 
Ohristkin king. 

If it wore not a melancholy trutli that tlio first and most omul sufferings 
must bo tlio lob of Uio innocont and helpless, history might oxuH in Ihe 
niiaery of tlio conquerors, wlio, in the midst of riches, Avore left dosLitulc 
of hreiul or wine, reduced to drink the watovs of Uio Po, and to feed on 
the flesh of diatonqjorod caltlo. TJio dysonlory swept away ono-tliird of 
their army; and the olainours of his subjects, Avho Avoro impatient to pasH 
the Alps, disposed Tlioudobort to Iwtoii Avifcli respect to the mild cxhorln- 
tions of Bolisarius. The memory of this inglorious and dcstructivo warfare 
Avas poYpotuatod on iho modals of Gaul: and Justinian, Avitliout unsheath¬ 
ing his SAvorcl, assumed tlie (Ule of conqinn'or of Uio Franks. 1'lio Mero¬ 
vingian prince Avfts offended by the vanity of tlio emperor; ho affeoted to 
pity the fallen fortunes of Iho Goths; and his in.sidious offer of a federal 
union Avns fortified by the promise or inoiuioo of dcBconding from the Al^w 
at the head of ilvo hiuidred IhoiiBaiid men. lIis jdans ol eonquost Avere 
boundless, and perhaps cJiiinorical. Tlio king of Auatrusia tliroatoncd to 
clnvsLieo Justinian, and to inarch to tlio gates of Constiuiliuoplu; lie Avas 
ovorthroAvu and slniii by a Avild hull as Jio hiuitod in tlio Bclgic or Cfcnnuii 
forests. 

As soon as BoliBiirius Avas dclivorcd from his foroign and domestic 
enemies, he seriously applied his forces lo the Una] reduction of Italy. Jii 
the siege of Osiiuo, the general avos nearly tranapiereod Avil.h an jivvoav, if 
the mortal stroke had not lieeii iiitcrcoptod by one of Jus guards, avIio lost, 
in that pious office, tlio use of liis hand. Tlio Goths of Osiino, four thou¬ 
sand Avarriors, with tlioso of Fioaolo and tho (lottian Alps, avoi'o among tlio 
lust Avho inaiiitaiiiGcl their indopondonce; nud thoir gallant resistmico, Avhicli 
almost tired tho patience, desorvod iho esloom ol the conquoror. Ili.s pru¬ 
dence rofuaod to subscribo Iho aafo oouducl Avliiuh they askod, to join tlicir 
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breLhren of Eavoiinaj but tbey savetl, by an lioiiourablo capibiilatioii, one 
raoiely at least of tlioir wealth, witli tlie free alteniabive of retiring peace¬ 
ably to tlieir estates, or enlisting to serve the emperor in kia Porsiaii wars. 


THE TEST OB* BEUSAItlHS' FIDELITY 

The multitudes wkicli yot adhered to the standard o£ Witiges far sur¬ 
passed tlie number of tlio Roman ti*oops j but neither prayers, nor defiance, 
nor tho extreme danger of Ins most faithful subjects, could tempt the Gotluo 
Icing beyond the fortiiioations of Ravonna. These fortifications were, in¬ 
deed, impregnable to tlie assaults of art or violence; and when IJelisariiis 
inveatod the capital he waa soon convinced that famine only could tame 
the stubborn spirit of tho barbarians. The sea, the land, and the channels 
of the Po, were guarded by the vigilance of the Eoman goneml; and his 
morality extended tlie rights of war to the practico of poisoning tho waters, 
and secretly firing the granaries of a besieged city. While he pressed the 
blockade of llavenna, ho was surprised by the arrival of two ambassadors 
from C^inslautinople, witli a treaty of peace, which Justinian had inipru- 
(loutly signed, without deigning to consult the author of hia victory. By 
this disgracoful and precHrioias agreomont, Italy and tho Gothic treasuro 
wore divided, and tho provinces beyond the Po were left with tho regal 
tille to Uio sncoosaor of Thoodoric. The ambiussadoni wore eager to accom¬ 
plish their salutary commission; tho captive Witiges accepted, with trans¬ 
port, the luiexpcobed offer of a crown; honour was less prevalent among 
the Gotlis tliaii the want and appotito of food; and the Eonmii cliiofs, wlio 
nuirnnirod at tho contimianco of tho war, professed implicit submission to 
ilio commands of tho oniporor. 

If Bolisarius, at this moment, had possessed only the courage of a 
BokUor, tho laurel would have been siiatchcd from his hand by timid and 
envious counsels; but, in this dooisivo moment, he resolved, with the 
magiianiiiiity of a .statesman, to sustain alono the danger and merit of gen¬ 
erous disobedience. Each of his ofilcors gave a written opinion, tliat the 
siege of Eavciina was impraotioable and hopeless; tlie general then rejected 
the treaty of partition, and declared liis own resolution of loading ‘Witiges 
ill cluiin.s to the foot of Justinian. TJio Gotlis retired with doubt and dis¬ 
may; this peroiupLory refusal deprived tliom of the only signature which 
they could trust, and filled their niiiids with the just apinolicnsion that a 
sagacious enemy had discovered the full extent of their deplorable state. 
They compared the famo and fortune of Bclisaiius with tho weakness of 
their ill-fuicd king ; and tho comparison suggested an extraordinary project, 
to which Witiges, with apparent rosignatioii, was coniiiolled to acquiesce. 
Partition would ruin the strengtli, exile would disgrace tho honour, of the 
nation; but they offered their arms, their treasures, and the fortiiioations 
of llavenna, if Belisarhis would disolaiin tho authority of a master, accept 
iho elioico of tlie Goths, and assume, aa lie had deaorvod, tho kingdom of 
Italy. If tliQ false lustre of a duuleiu could have tempted the loyalty of 
a faithful subject, his pruclonco nuist have foreseen the inconstancy of tho 
biirliarians, and Ins riiLioiinl ambition would prefer the safe and honourable 
station of !i Eoman gonornl, Even tlie patieiico and scorning satisfaction 
with which he ontortaiiicd a proposal of ti-oasou, might be susceptible of 
a malignant inlGvprotaUon. But tho lieutenant of Justinian was cousoious 
of Ills own rcctitudo : lie entei'od into a dark and crooked iiath, as it might 
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lead to fclio voluntiivy submission o£ tlie (TOths ; and Ins dexterous policy 
persuaded them lluit he was disposed to comply witli tlioiv wishes, wifcll- 
out engaging an oath or a promise for tlio performance of a treaty wlncji 
iie secretly abhorred. 

The day of the surroiider of llavonna was stipulatod by tlio GoUiic 
anibiissadors: a fleet, laden with provisions, sailed as a wolcoino gimst into 
the Aeopeab recess of the harbour: lUo gates wero oi^oncd to l.he fancied king 
of Italy 5 and Belisariua, without meeting an ononiy, triuinpliantly marehocl 
through the streets of an impregnable city. Tlio lloinaiis wore astonlshetl 
by their auoccssj tlie miiUitndos of tall and robust barbarians wore con¬ 
founded by the imago of ihoir own patience; and tlio inasculino females, 
spitting in the faces of thoir sons and luisbands, most bitterly roproaohod 
them for betraying llieir dominion and freedom to these pygmies of the south, 
contemptible in their luimbors, diininutivo in their staliiro. lleforc Iho Goths 
could recover from their first surprise, and claim the aceoinpliHliniont of their 
doubtful hopes, the victor oslablishod his power in llayeniia, Ireyond the daii- 
ger of ropontanoo and revolt. Witigos, who perhaps Jiad attompted to escape, 
was honourably guarded in his palace (540) 

Ho was soon taken with many of his comrades to ConstiinUiioplo whither 
tho vietorious EoUsarius wont for lu.^ kiuinph, and mot as the reward of Ills 
inexpugnable loyalty to JiiaUnian tho refusal of a triumpli, bhoiigli tlio people 
clieorcd liim in the stroot-s and marvelled at tho giants wlium ho had con¬ 
quered by sword and strfttngoni.« 


TIIR lllSJ-S Oh' TOTILA 

Tlio jealousy of tho Ilyzaulino court had not ponnittod lloliHarius to 
fluisli the oonquost of Italy; and his abrupt depurturo revived tho cour- 
iigo of tlio Gotiis, who respected Ins genius, his virtue, and oven tlio laud¬ 
able motive whloli had urged tho aorvaut of JuslUiuva to deceive and reject 
them. They had lost Uioir king (an iiiconsidorable loss), thoir capital, tlioir 
troHSUi'OS, tiio proviuoos from Sicily to tho Alps, and tlio military force oC 
two hundred thotisiuid barbarians, niagiiirieently eipupjicd with horses and 
arms. Yet all was not lost, as long as ravia was dofoiiclotl by ono tlioiisand 
Goths, inspired by a son.so of honour, the love of freedom, aiid the memory 
of their jiast groaincss. The supromo eoinniaiul was unaniniouHly offered 
to the bravo Uraias; and il was in bis eyes alone that tho disgriujo of his 
iinule Witigos could appear as a reason of exclusion. Jlis voice inclined tlie 
election in favour o£ Ilildibald, whoso personal merit was rooommoudud iiy 
the vain Iioiio that his kiiisinaii Theudes, tho Spanish nionai'cli, would suj)- 
port the Gominou interest of the Gothic nation. The BVieeesa of his arms in 
Liguria and Vonetia seemed to Justify their choice; but ho soon deolared 
to the work), that ho was incapable of forgiving or comnumding his bonu- 
factor. Tho consort of Ilildibald wu.*} deeply wounded by the beauty, tlio 
riches, and tlio pride of the wife of Uraias ; and the death of that virtiunis 
patriot excited the iiidignatian of a free people. A bold uasassin oxocuied 
their sentoncQ by striking off tho head of Ilildibald in tho midst of a biiii- 
(luel; tho lliigians, a foreign tribe, aKsnincd tho ])rivnogo of olocLioii aiul 
'hotiliv, the iicpliow of the lato king, was tempted liy revenge, to deliver him- 
solf and the garrison of Treviso (Tarvisinm) into the hands ol’ the llonifiiiB. 


[1 'i'lilB king, Ernno, lelgiicU only live muntlia.J 



ODOACEll TO THE TRIUMPH OP NARSES m 

[«tl-512AD,] 

But the gallant and accomplished voutli was easily persuaded to prefer the 
Gothic throne before the service of Justinian ; and as soon as the palace of 
Pavia had been purified from tlic llngian usurper, he reviewed the national 
force of five thousand soldiers, and generously undertook the restoration of 
tlie icingdom of Italy. 

The successors of Bolisarius, eleven generals of equal rank, neglected to 
eniah the feeble and disunited Goths, till they wore roused to action by the 
progress of Totila and the reproaclies of Justinian. The gates of Verona 
were .sceretly opened to Artabazus, at the head of one hundred Persians in the 
service of the empire (542). The Gotha fled from the city. At the dis¬ 
tance of sixty furlongs tlie Homan generals liallcd to regulate the division of 
tlio spoil. WJiile they disputed, the enemy discovered the real number of 
tho victors: the Persians were instantly overpowered, and it was by leap¬ 
ing from tho Avail that Artabazua preserved a life which lie lost in a few 
days hy the lance of a barbarian, who had defied him to single combat. 
Twenty tlioii.sand Romans eiicoimtcrod tlio forces of Totila, near Paenza, 
and on tho hills of iMugollo, of tlio Plorentino torritory. The ardour of 
frcedinen, who fought to regain their country, was opposed to tho lan¬ 
guid temper of mevoonaiy troops, who Avcve oven destitute of the merits of 
strong and woU-disoipliiied servitude. On tlio fii-st attaclc they abandoned 
their ensigns, throw down their arms, and dispersed on all sides witii au 
ucLivo apood, which abated the loss, Avhilst it aggravated tho slmme, of tlieir 
defeat. 

The king of tho Goths, who blushed for tlie baseness of his enemies, pur¬ 
sued with rapid stops tho path of honour and victory. Totila passed the 
Po, travoraod tlio Aponnino, 8Usi>ondod tho important conquest of Ravenna, 
Florence, and Uonio, and marched through the heart of Italj’, to form tho 
siege, or rather the blockade, of Naples. The Homan chiefs, imprisoned in 
tiioir Toapoctivc cities, and aoousing each other of the common disgrace, did 
not presume to disturb liis ontorp^sc- Bui the oinperor, alarmed by tlio 
distress and danger of his Italian conquests, despatched to the relief of 
Nafiles a llcot or galleys and a body of Tlu'acian and Anuenian soldiers. 
They landed in Sicily, Avhioli yielded its copious stores of provisions j but 
tho delays of tho iieAV ooniraandor, au iinwarliko magistrate, protracted the 
sufferings of the besieged; and Uio succours, wliicli ho dropped with a timid 
and tardy hand, wore suocessivoly intercepted by tho armed vessels stationed 
by Totila in the bay of Naples. The principal oflicor of tlie Romans was 
dragged, with a rope round liis neck, to the foot of tlie wall, from Avhonce, 
witli a trembling voice, he oxhorted tho citizens to implore, like himself, the 
mercy of Llio conqueror. They roqucslod a truce, Avith a promise of sur¬ 
rendering tho city, if no effectual relief should appear at the end of thirty 
da 3 ^s. Instead of one month, the audacious barbarian granted them three, 
in tlio just confidenoo that famine Avould anticipate the term of tlieir capitu¬ 
lation. After tlio rodnotion of Naples and Cuiiiro, the provinces of Luoania, 
Apulia, and Calabria, submitted to the king of tho Goths (6f8). Totila 
led liis army to the gates of Romo, pitched his camp at Tibur, or Tivoli, 
within twenty miles of tlie capital, and oiiliuly exhorted the senate and 
people to compare tho tyranny of tho Groelcs with the blessings of tho 
Gotlilo roigii. 

Tlio rapid success of 'J'otila may ho partly ascribed to the revolution 
wbicli three years’ experience had produced in the seiiiiment.s of the Italians. 
At tho command, or at least in tho name, of a Catholic emperor, the pope, 
tlioir spiritual father, had been torn from tho Roman church, and either 
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sitU'VGcl or jnurtlDrcd oji a clcsolato ialand. The YirLuos of Jiolisariiis -were 
I’ophviod Ijy the various or uniform vices of eleven chiefs, at Konio, Kavoniia, 
Florence, Perugia, Spolcto, etc., who abused their authority for the iiidul- 
goiico of lust and avarice. The subjects of Justinian who escaped these par¬ 
tial vexations, were oppressed by the irregular maintonanco of the soldiers 
who were both defuaiidecl and despised ; and thoir iiasty sallies, in quest of 
wealtli or aiibsistoiico, provoked the iiihabitaiils of tlio country to await or 
implore their doliveruiice from the virtues of a barbarian. Totilii was cluisto 
and teniperatoj and none wore deceived, cither friends or onoinics, -wdio 
depended on lus faith or hia cleiuciicy. T'o tlio liuabiuidmcu of Italy the 
Gothic king issued a welconio procliunation, enjoining Uioni to pursue tlieii’ 
important lahoura, and to rest assured, Llviit, on. the payment of the ovdinavy 
taxG-s, they should bo dofonded by hm valour and discipline from the injurioM 
of war. The strong towns he snceeasively atlivckcd ; and ns soon as they 
liiul yielded to Ids iirnia, he domolishod the fortilicatioJis; to save the people 
from the calamities of a future siege, to ileprivo the Homans of the arts of 
defoneo, and to decide the tedious (juarrol of the two nations, by an equal 
and honourable oonfiict in the held »)f bivUlo. 

The Homan captives and dosorlers wove tem))tcd !<■» onlist in the service 
of a liberal and courteous adversary; llio slaves wore altracded by the iirni 
and faithful promise, that tlmy should iiover bo delivered to their inns- 
fcoi'Hj and from Uio thousand warriors of Pavia, a new people, under the Hunio 
appellation of GoUis, was insensildy forniod in tlio cam]) of Totila, Ho sin- 
coiely accoinpUshcd the articles of oapitulatiou, without sooking or aeoepL' 
iiig any sinister advantage from anibiguouH oxpr( 5 Hsions or unforeseen ovont.s; 
the garrison of Naples had Htipulaled that they should bo tvansjJorted by 
sea 5 the obstinacy oC the winds provontod thoir voyage, hut they woro gonei'- 
cnisly supplied with horses, provisions, and a Hufe conduct to tlio gates of 
Homo. Tlio wives of the seiiatorH, wlio liad Imon Hurprised in tlio villas of 
Ciiinpania, wore reHiore<l, without a ransom, to their husbands; tho violation 
of foiualo chastity was iucKonddy uUaHtiacd with dctd-K; and in the HaUdnry 
regiilation of the diet of Uic famisbod Neapolitans, tho coiupiovor asHUined tlio 
oHico of a humane and iitLontivo pliysician. T’Jic virtues of Totila are equally 
laudable, wlietlior they proceeded from true policy, religious ])rinoiplo, or 
the instinct of humanity; ho often Iiurangucd liis troops; and it wim his 
constant theme, tluil national vico and ruin uro insoparahly coniiocted; tliat 
victory is the fruit of moral as well ns milUary virtue; and that the prince, 
and oven tho people, are responsihlo for the crimes which iliey aieglect to 
punish. 


UKWSAKIUS A<IAIN IN Vi’A]^Y 

Tho I'ctiU'ii of HelisarLus, U» save tho country whivU ho had Huhduod, ’Win* 
pressed with equal vohomonoo by bis JVionds and enemies; and the (Jotlih^ 
war was impjosed as a trust ov an ox.ilc on tho votorau oomnuuidor. A hovo 
on the bailies of ilie Euphrates, a slave in tlio palace of (Jonstivnliuoplo, iio 
iiccepUd, with roluciunco, the painful task of Hupporting his own vei)uUition, 
and retrieving tlie faults of lii.s siietjcssors. 'I'lie .sea was open to the Uomans 5 
the ships and soldiers wove assembled at fjalona, near the ])alaeo of Diocletian; 
ho rcfreslicd and reviewed lii.s troojjs at Holaiii Jal-rin, oousled nmnd the Iioad 
of the Adriatic, entered the port of Havennu, and dospaichod oi'dnrs ratlioi’ 
than supplies to the .subordinate cities. Not a nuui was tempted to desert 
the standard of the Gothic king. 
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Belisftl’ius soon discovered that he was sent to remain tlie idle and im¬ 
potent spectator of the glory oi n young barbarian; and liU own epistle^ 
exliibits a genuine and lively picture of the distress of a noble mind: 
“^lost excellent prince; we are arrived iullal)^ destitute of all the neoes- 
sary implements of war, men» horses, arms, and money. In our late circuit 
tlirough_ the villages of Thrace and lUyiicum, we Imve collected, with ex¬ 
treme difficulty, about four thousand recruits, naked and iinskillecl in tho 
use of weapons and the exercises of the camp. Tlie soldiers already sta¬ 
tioned in the province are discontented, fearful, and dismayed; at the sound 
of an enemy, they dismiss their horses, and cast their arms on tlie ground. 
No taxes can be raised, Buice Italy is in the hands of the barbarians; the 
failure of payment has deprived ns of the right of command, or even of 
admonition. Bo assured, droad sir, that the greater part of your troops 
liavo already deserted to the Cfoths. If tlie wav could be achieved by the 
presence of Bclisarius alono, 5 '’Oiir wishes are satisfied; Belisarius is in tlie 
midst of Italy. But if you dcsiro to conquer, far other iireparationa are requi¬ 
site ; without a military force, the title of general is an empty name. It 
would be oxpodlont to restore to my service my own veterans and domes¬ 
tic guards. Bofovo I can take tho ueld, I muat receive an adequate supply 
of liglit and heavy armed troops; and it is only with ready money that you 
can procure ilio iudlspensablo aid of a powerful body of the cavalry of tho 
Huns.” 

An officer in wliom Belisarius confided was sent from Ravenna to hasten 
and conduct tho succours j but tlie message was neglected, and the messen¬ 
ger was detained at Constantinople by an advantageous marriage. After 
his patienoo had been exhausted by delay and disappointment, tlie Roman 
gonornl ropassod tho Adriatic, and cxnectcd at Dyrnmohium the arrival of 
tho troops, which were slowly lujaemblea among the sulijects and allies of the 
empire. Ills powers were still inadequate to the dolivoranee of Rome, which 
was closely besieged by tho Gothic king. Tho Appian way, a march of 
forty days, was covered by tho barbarians; and ns tho prudence of Belisarius 
declined a battle, ho proforred the safe and speedy navigation of live days 
from tho coast of Epirus to the mouth of tho Tiber. 


SECOND eiEan OV ROME (may, DII-DBCEMDEU, 645 A.D.) 

After reducing, by force or treaty, tho towns of inferior note in the mid¬ 
land proviiioos of Italy, Tolila proceeded, not to assault, bub to encompass 
and starve, the ancient capital. Romo was aflliofced by the avarice, and 
guarded by the valour, of Bessas, a voteran chief of Gothic 9.xtraction, who 
filled, with a garrison of tliroo thousand soldiers, tlie spacious oirole of her 
vonerablo walls. From the distress of Uio people ho extracted a profitable 
trade, and M(3or0Uy rejoiced in the oontinuaiica of tho siege. It was for liia 
use that tho granaries had been roplonishotl j the charity of Pope Vigilius 
had purcliaHod and embarked an ample supply of Sicilian corn; but tlie ves¬ 
sels which escaped the barbarians were seized by a rapacious governor, who 
imparted a scanty sustenance to the soldiers, and sold the remainder to tho 
wealthy llomans! The medimmis, or fifth part of the quarter of wheat, was 
oxoliangod for seven pieces of gold; fifty pieces wore given for an ox, a 
rare and accidental prize ; tho progress of famine enliaucod this exorbitant 


It is qwotod by 'Procoiilaa.il 



4M the HISTOilY Olf Tllifi AVKSTERN EMriRE 

[r)d4-5-in A.i>.] 

value, and Llie uiorcenarieR Avere tempted to doprivo thoniRolvoH of the jUIoav- 
aiiGo, Avhich avuh soarcely RuflAcionl for the ain>porfc of UCo. A laaloloaa and 
iinwholesoinc mixture, in AYhicIi the hraii thrice exceeded tlio quantity of 
flour, appeased tlie liuiigcr of the poor; they were gradually reduced to feed 
on dead liorscM, dogs, cats, and mice, and eagerly to snaicli the grass, and 
even the iietlles, -vvliicli grew among tho iniias of the city. 

A crowd of spectres, pale and emaciated, their hodio.s opprossod Avith dis¬ 
ease, and their minds Avith despair, surrounded the palace of the governor, 
AArgod, with unaviuUng truUi, that it was the duty of a master to mjuuLain 
Ilia slaves, and liumbly recpiosted that ho would pro-vido for their snhsisLenco, 
permit tlieir flight, or conunaiid their immediate execution. Bossas replied, 
Avitli unfeeling tranquillity, that it Avas impossible to food, uiiHafo to disinisH, 
and unlaAvful to kill, tho subjects of the emperor. Yet the exajnplo of a pri¬ 
vate citisjoa inigJit baA'o shoAvn ])is coinitryjuon, llmt n tyriuit cannol, Avitli- 
hold the privilege of death. Pierced by tho erics of live cliildren, Avho vainly 
called on their father for hread, ho ordered them to follow Ins stops, advanced 
Avith oalm and silent despair to ono of the bridges of the PilAor, and covering 
Ilia face, tlirew himself headlong into tlio stirnni, in tho prosonoo of lus family 
rmd tliQ Bomaii people. To tlm rich and pusillanimous, Beswus sold tho per- 
mission of doparUiroj but tho groalost part of tho higilivos expired on the 
public highAva3\s, or avqi'q iiitorceptod by tlio Hying parties of barbariiuiH. Jn 
UiQ moaiiAvhilo, tho artful govorjior soothed the diHContent, and revived the 
hopes, of Iho Romans, by tho vaguo rojjorts of tile lleots and avinios Avlnoli 
wore iiaateniug to their reliof from tho oxtromilios of tlio ICasi. I’hoy de¬ 
rived more rational comfort from tho assuraiico that BcliHiiriiis liad laiulcdat 
tho port; tincl, Avithout nuiuboriiig hia forcos, they livnily roliod on tlio Juiinau- 
ity, Uao ooAAA'ftgo, aiAd tUo skUl of thoiv gvowt dolwovov. 

Tho foresight of I’oiila had raised obsUxoloa Avortliy of sucli an antagonist. 
Ninety furlongs IjoIoav tho city, in tho nuiTowost part of tho rivor, ho joined 
tho two banks by .strong and solid tiinbora in tho form of a bridge j on Avluoh 
he erected tAvo lofty lowers, manned by iho bravest of liis (loths, and pro¬ 
fusely stored Avith iniasilo weapons and onginos of oJfonco. 'PJio approach 
of tho bridge and iOAvera Avns covorod by a strong and massy chain of iron 5 
and tlio Gludix, nt either oiid, oil the opposite sidoa of tho Tiber, was dofouded 
by a numerous and ohosoii dotuchmoiit of ardiors. But tho oiitoipriso of 
forcing those barriers, and rolioviug tho capital, displays a .shining oxamplo 
of tho boldness and conduct of BoliHarins. Ilis ouvalry iidvaiiood from the 
port along the public road, to aivc the motions and distract Uio atlontion of 
the oiioiny. His infantry and xmovisions woro distribiilod in two luindrod 
largo boats ; and each boat Avas sJuoldod by a high rampart of thick idanks, 
pierced Avith many small liolos for tho discliargo of nii.ssilo Aveapons. In tho 
front, tAvo largo vessels Avoro linked logothor to sustain a lloating ouhLIo, which 
commanded tlio toAVors of tho bridge, and contained a magaKino of Hro, .sul¬ 
phur, and bitumen. The whole fleet, Avliioli the general led in person, Avns 
laboriously moved against the enrroxAt of tho river. Tho chain yielded to 
their weight, and the oncmios Avho guarded tho hanlcs avgi'o oitlier slain or 
scattered. As soon aa they touched tho prinoiptil barriur, tlio liro-ship was 
instantly grappled to the bridge; ojio of the loivers, Avilh Iavo Juiiidrcd 
Gotha, Avas oonsumod by tho ilamos ; tho nssailanls ahoutod tho victory } and 
Homo was saved, if tho wisdom of Bolisarius laid not been defeated by tlio 
misconduct of his oiheors. lie had previously sent orders to Bossaa to second 
his opexMtious by a timely sally from the tOAVu; axAd he had fixed hia lieuten¬ 
ant, Isaac, by a peremptory command, to tho station of Uio port. But avarice 
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rendered Bessaa immovable ; while the youthful ardour of Isaac delivered him 
i]ito the hands of a superior enomy. 

The exaggerated rumour of hia defeat was hastily carried to the ears of 
Belisarius : he paused ] betrayed in that single moment of his life some emo¬ 
tions of surprise and perplexity ; and reluctantly sounded a retreat to save 
his wife Antonina, his treasures, and the only harbour which ho possessed on 
the Tuscan coast. The vexation of Ins mind produced an ardent and almost 
mortal fever ; and Rome was left without protection to the mercy or indig¬ 
nation of Totila. The continuance of hostilities had embittered the national 
hatred; the Arian clergy was ignoniiniously driven from Rome; Polagius, the 
archdeacon, returned without success from an em¬ 
bassy to the Gothic camp; and a Sicilian bishop, 
the envoy or nuncio of the pope, was deprived of 
both his liands, for daring to utter falsehoods in 
the service of the church and state. 


TOTILA OAPTUIllilS HOME (MO A.T>.) 

Famine had relaxed the strength and discipline 
of tlie garriHon of Homo. They could derive no 
offoctual aervico from n dying people; and the in- 
liuman avarice of the merchant at length absorbed 
the vigilance of the governor. Four laaurian sen¬ 
tinels unbarred tlie Aainuriau gate, and gave 
fidmitiance to the Goths, Till the dawn of day 
they halted in order of battle, appreheneivo of 
troacIiQvy or ambush; but the troops of Bessas, 
with tlieir leader, had already escaped; and when 
the king was pressed to disturb their retreat, lie 
prudently replied, that no sight could bo more 
grateful than that of a flying enemy. The patri¬ 
cians, who were still possessed of horses, Decius, 

Ihisilius, etc,, accompanied the governor; their 
brethren, among whom Olybrius, Orestes, and 
Maximus are named by the historian, took refuge 
ill the cliurcli of St. Peter ; but the assertion, that 
only five hundred persons remained in the capital, 
inspires some doubt of the Molifcy either of his 
narrative or of his text.^ As soon ns daylight had a Gothic Officeu 
displayed the entire victory of the Goths, their 

nionai’cli devoutly visited the tomb of the prince of the apostles; but while 
he prayed at the altar, twenty-livo soldiers and sixty citizens wero put to 
the sword in the vestibule of the teraplo. The lives of the Romans wero 
spared; and the cliastity of the maids and matrons was preserved inviolate 
from the passions of the hungry soldiers. But they wero rowai’ded hy the 
freedom of pillage, after the most precious spoils had been reserved for the 
royal treasui’y. The houses of the senator's wero plentifully stored with gold 
and silver ; and the avarice of Bessas had laboured with so much guilt and 
shame for the benefit of the conqueror. In this revolution, the sons and 
daughters of Roman con.suls tasted the misery which they liad spurned or 

[1 Hodgkin^ tlilnks that tlioro is no necessity for douhtiiig the statement that only five hnn- 
tlred people lemainoil,] 
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relieved, v^aiidered in tattered gariiienta tlii’oiigU i]ie sLveets of tlic city, and 
begged their bread, perhaps without bugcchs, before the gates ol their heredi¬ 
tary mansions. 

Totila pvononneed two orations, to congratulate and admonish his victo- 
rions Goths, and to reproach the aeiiate, as the vilest of .slaves, with their 
perjury, folly, and ingratitude; sternly declaring, that thew estates and 
lioiioiirs were justly forfeited to the oom 2 miuonM of his arms. Yet ho 
consented to forgive their revolt, and the senators repaid his clemency by 
desijatchiiig circular letters to their tenants and vassals in the provinces of 
Italy, atrietly to onjoiii them to desorb the standard of Iho Greeks, to cnltivato 
their lands in peace, and to learn from tlieir mastera the duty of obedionce 
to a Gothic sovereign. Againai the city which had so long delayed tlio 
course of his victories, lie ai^pearcd iiioxorablo: ono-tliird of the walls, in 
different parts, wore demolished by his command j flro and engines prepared 
to eoiisunie, ov subvert, the most stately works of antiquity ; and tho world 
waa astonished by tlio fatal decree, tliat Romo fthould bo cliangod into a jias- 
tiire for cattle. The firm and temperate remonst-raiioc of Belisavius Huspendod 
the execution ; he warned the barbarian not to .sully his fame by tlie dostnic- 
tioii of those moniiinouta, which were tho glory of the dead, and the delight 
of the living j and Totila was persuaclod, by the advice of an enoiny, to 
preserve Romo ua tl\e ornament ot his kingdom, or the faiveat pledge of peace 
and reconciliation, \7hoii ho had signified to the ambassadors of Bolisarius 
ins intention of sparing tho city, ho stationed an army at tho disianoo of 120 
furlongs, to obsorvo the motions of tlio Roman general. Willi the remainder 
of ids forces, he marohed into Lucania and Apulia, and oocnpiod, on tho 
summit of Mount Garganns, one of the can-qis of Hannibal. Tlio senators 
were dragged in Ids train, and afterwards confined in the fovtres.sos of Oain- 
jinnia i the citizons, witli their wives and children, were disjiersod in exilo ; 
and during forty days Rome was abandoned to desolate and dreary solitudo. 


TvviMAYtTfiata THW om 

Tlie los.s of Romo was speedily retrieved by an action, to which, accord¬ 
ing to the event, the public opinion would apidy tho namOH of rasliiirHS or 
heromm. After the doparturo of 'rotila, tlic Kouian geuond salUcd I'raui 
the port at tho head of a thon.sand horse, cut in pieces the enmny who 
opposed his jji-ogms, and visited with pity and rcvorouoo the vacant space 
of tho Eternal Gity. Resolved to inaiaiaiu a station so con.^piciion.s in tlio 
eyes of mankind, ho summoned tho greatest part of his troops to the stand¬ 
ard whioli lie erected on tho Cnjiitol; iho old inhabitants woro recalled liy 
the love of their country and tho hopes of food; ami the keys of Romo woro 
sent a .second time to the emperor Jiiabiiuan. Tho walls, as fur as tlioy luid 
been dcinolisbod by tlie Goths, were repaired with rude and diBsimilar iirnlo- 
rial.s; tho ditch was restored; iron spikea were profusely soattored in tho 
highways to annoy tho foet of tho hoi*ses; and us now gates could not sud¬ 
denly be proourcil, tho onbranco was guarded by ii f^purtuii rampart of liis 
bravest soldiors. At the oxinration of twenty-livo days, 'L'otila rotunuid by 
linsty marches from Ajjuli.a, to avenge Gm injury and di.sgruoo. Bolisurliis 
expected ]iis iq^proacli. Tho Goths wore thrice repnlsod in tliroc gcnoriil 
assiinlls j they lost the flower of thoir troop.sj tho royal .stuiidurd luul uliunst 
billon into tile hands of the cnoniy, mid the famo of Totilii sanlt, as it luid 
risen, with tho forUiiic of his arms. 
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VVluiLovcr skill iuitl coiu-age could achieve Imcl been performed by the 
Roman general j it reiimiued only that Jiiatiniaii should terminate, by a 
strong and gcaaoiiuble effort, tho wiu- which ho had ambitiously undertaken. 
The iiidolonco, perhaps the impotence, of a prince who despised his enemies 
and oiiviod bis servants, protracted the calainitiea of Italy, After a long 
siloiico, lioliaariiis was commanded to leave a sulTicient garrison at Koine, 
and to tvauBpoi’t hiraaeU into the province of Lucama, whose inhabitants, 
iiilhimod by Catholio zoal, had cast away the yoke of their Arian conquerors. 
In tlua ignoble warivwo, tho hoi*o> uivinciblo against the power oi the bar- 
bai’inns, was basely vanquished by the delay, tlio disobedience, and tlio cow¬ 
ardice of ]iis own oflicorH. Ho reposed in his winter quarters of Crotoiia, in 
tho full nsaiiranco that the two imasos of tlio Luoaniau hills wero guarded by 
lug cavalry. Thoy wore betrayed by treachery or weakness ; and the rapid 
march of the Goths scarcely allowed time for the escape of Belisariua to tho 
coast of Sicily. At length a fleet uml army wore nssembled for the relief of 
Kusciaiiuin, or Rossiino, a fortress sixty furlong.s from the ruins of Sybaris, 
where tho nobles of Luennia had token refuge. In tlie first attempt, tho 
Roman forces wero dissipated by a storm. In tiie second tliey approached 
tho siiovoj but tiioy saw tho hills oovorod with archers, the landing-place 
dofoiidod by a lino of spears, and the king of tho Goths impatient for oattlo. 
TTie couctuei’or oC Italy rotired with a sigh, und continued to languish, 
inglorious and inaotivo, till Antouinn, wlio had been sent to Constantinople 
to solicit ftuccours, obtained, after the death of ilio empress, llio permission 
of his roUu'U in 548. 

T'lio last five campaigns of IloliBavius might abate the envy of his ooni- 
polilors, whoso oyos liad boon dazzled and wounded by tho blaze o! his 
lornior glory, InsLoad of dolivoriiig Italy from tlie Goths, bo had wandered 
like a fugitive along the coast, without daring to march into tho country, or 
to aooopt tlio bold iiiid repcutocl cimllongo of Totila. Yet in the judgmeiifc 
of ilui few wild could discriminate counsels from events, and coinpavo the 
instL’uiiioiitH with tiio oxeoution, lie appeared a more consummate master of 
tho art of war, than in tho season ol hie piospority, when ho presented two 
ciiptivo kings before tho throne of Justinian, Tho valour of lloliBarius was 
not chilled by age j lug prudence was matured by experiencoj but tlie moral 
virtues of Uuiiuvuity uud justice seem to have j'ioldod to the hard neceasity of 
the times. 


TOTILA AOAIN TAKlfiS llOWB (CIO A.D.) 

lloforo tho departure of IJolisarins, Perugia was boBiegod, and few cities 
wero iniprog'nablc to tlio Gotluc arms. Rnvoiiiia, Ancona, and Ci’otoiia still 
rosisLed the baibaviiuis; and Avlicii Totila asked in marriage one of tho 
(hiughloiH of Pranco, he was stung by tbo just roproacb, that tho king of 
Italy was unworthy of hi» title tiU it was acknowledged by tlie Roman 
pcoplo. Tlireo Lliousand of tho bravest soldiers had been left to defend 
tlio cajjital. On llio suspicion of a monopoly, they massacred the governor, 
and announced to Justinian, by a deputation of the clergy, that unless their 
oiToiieo was pardoned, and ihoir arrears were satisfied, they should instantly 
accept tlio tempting offers of Totila. Rut the officer, who succeeded to the 
uoinnniiid (his name was Diogenes), deserved their ostcem and coii/idence j 
and the Goths, instead of finding an easy conquest, encountered a vigorous 
rosistancQ from the soldiers and people, who patiently endured the loss of 
tlio port, and of all maritime .c;niii)lie.s. Tho siege of Rome woiiltl pci‘hap.s 

II, \v, —rni„ vii. 2B 
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haro been raised, if tlie liberality of Totila to the Isaiirians had not oiicour- 
agod 9 omo of tUeiv venal countrymen to copy the example oC treason. In a 
dark iiight, while the Gothic trumpet sounded on another Aide, they silently 
opened the gate of St. Paul: the barbarians rushed into tlio city ; and tlie 
flying garrison -was intercepted before they could reach the harbour of 
ContunicelliQ (Oivita Veochia). 

Above four hundred enemies, who had taken refuge in the sanctuaries, 
were saved by the clemoncy o£ the victor. He no longer enlertaiued a wisii 
of destroying tire edifiGea of Rome, which ho now respected us tlie seat of tlie 
Gothic kiiigdoin ; the aoiiate and people were restored to their country ; the 
means of subsistence were liberally iirovidcd ; and Totihi, in tlie robe of 
peace, exhibited the equestrian games of the circus. Whilst he amused tlie 
eyes of the multitude, four hiinared veasels were prepared for the embarka* 
tioii of Ilia troops. The cities of Ithegium and Tarentuin were reduced ; ho 
passed into Sicily, the object of liia iinplaciible resentment, and the island 
was stripped of its gold and silver, of tlie fruits of the earth, and of an infi¬ 
nite number of horses, sheep, and oxen. Sardinia and Corsica obeyed tlio 
fortune of Italy j and the sea coast of Greece was visited by a fleet of throe 
hundred galleys. Tlia Gotlis wore lauded in Coroyra and the ancient oonti- 
iiont of Epirus j they advanced as far as Nicopolis, the trophy of Augustus, 
and Dodona, once famous by tlio oracle of Jove. In every step of his vic¬ 
tories the wise barbarian repeated to Justinian his desire of peace, applauded 
the concord of their predecessora, and offered to employ tho Gothic arms in 
tho service of the empire. 


NAUSES llBTtrRNS TO ITALY (C61 A.E.) 

Justinian was deaf to the voice of iioaco; but lie nogloctod tho prosecu¬ 
tion of war 5 and tho indolonco of his temper disapiDointed, in Bome degree, 
the obstinacy of hi.s passions. From this salutary slumber tho emperor was 
awakened by the pope Vigilius and tho patrician Cetliegiis, who appeared 
before his throne, and adjured liim, in the iiamo of God and tlio people, to 
resume the conquest and deliverance of Italy. 

At last Justinian acted and sent n fleet to Sicily’s aid, under Artabaiios, 
who was released from prison to command tlio ships; ho rocovorod Sicily. 
On land Germaiuia was appointed to UolisarhiB’ post. Ho liad inarriod tho 
granddaughter of Theodoric, and groat holies were had of his expedition, 
but he died before striking a blow. Totila now ravaged the Grecian eotuit, 
661, with three hundred ships, .and besieged Ancona, but in a naval figiii off 
Sinigaglia his fleet Avaa defeated and ho had to raiso blio sioge of Ancona, 
Then came Narsea.a 

The nations were provoked to smilo by the stningo intelligoiice that tho 
comniaiul of the Roman armies wag given to an eunuch. Rut tlio ounucli 
Narscs is ranked among tho few who have rescued that unhujipy name from 
tho contempt and hatred of mankind, A feeble, dnniniitivo liody^ concealed 
the soul of a statesman and a warrior, llis youtli had butm employed in the 
nianagemenl of the loom and dislaff, ju the cures of tiie housuliold, and the 
service of female luxury; but while his hands were busy, ho .secretly oxor- 
cisod the faculties of a vigorou-s and discerning niitul. A atrauger to the 
schools and the camp, he studied in the palace to dissemble, to flatter, uiid 

[I Accor<liiig Lo Hodgkin <• he was aoveuty-ftvo yciua old iil UiIr Uuio.] 
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to porsimao; tiiitl as soon as he approached the person of the emperor, Jus^ 
tiniaii llstGnoa^YlUl surprise and pleasure to tli© manly counsels ot his chain- 
boHain and private treasurer. The talents of Parses were tried and improved 
in frequent oinbassioa j he led an army into Italy, acquired a practical Icnow- 
lodge of UiQ \Yai’ and the country, and presumed to strive with the genius of 
Belisarius. Xwelve years after his return, the eunuch was chosen to achieve 
the conquest wliicli Imd been left imperfect by the first of tho liomati gen- 
orals. Instead of being dazzled by vanity or emulation, he seriously 
declared, that unles.s ho -vvoro armed with an adeqmvlo force, he ^YOllld never 
consent to risk liis own glory and that of his sovereign. Justinian granted 
to tlie favourite, -whiit lio might have denied to the hero; the Gothic War 
was rekuidled from its ashes, and the propavations wore not unworthy of the 
ancient majesty of tlio oinpiro. 

Ilio priulonco of Narses impollod Inin to speedy and decisive notion. His 
powers woro tlio last ofCort of tlio stale : the cost of each day accumulated 
tho enormous account; and tlio nations, untrained to discipline or fatigue, 
might bo rashly provoked to turn their arms against each other, or agiunst 
thoU’ bciiefaotor. Tlie same coiisidoratioiis might have tempered tho ardour 
of '’J'otila. But lu 3 was coiwcioua that tlio clergy and people of Italy aspivod 
to a second revolution 5 lie felt or suapoctod the rapid progress of treason, 
and lie resolved to risk tho Gothic kingdom on the chance or a day, in which 
tho valiant would bo aniuratodby instant danger, and tho disaffected might 
bo awed by niutual ignoraiico. In Ins march from liavennn, tlie Homan 
general ohastiHod tlio garriaon of Rimini, traversed in a direct line the hills 
of Urbino, and rc-ontored tho Flaminiaii way, nine miles beyond the per- 
foraiecl rock, an obaUiolo of art and nature which might have stopped or 
retarded his progress. Tlio Goths woro assembled in the neighbourhood of 
Homo I tlioy advaiiood, witliout delay, to seek a superior enemy; and tho 
two ai'jnios approached each otlior at the diatanco of one hundred furlongs, 
bolweeii Taginai and tho sepulchres of tho Gauls. ^ The haughty message of 
Narses was an offer, not o£ peace, but of pardon. The answer of the Gothic 
king declared liis rOsSoluLion to die or conquer. ♦‘What day (said tlie mes¬ 
senger) will you lix for the combat?” “Tho eiglith day,’^ replied Totila: 
but oai’ly tho next morning ho attomptod to surprise a foe, suspicion.'} of 
deceit, and prepared for battle. 


Ol<' 'lACilKA? A'ND DEATH 01? TOTILA (6I>2 A.D.) 

The fil'.'iit lino of cavalry advanced with more courage than discretion, 
and left bcliiiid tliom tho infantry of tho second lino. They were goon 
ongagotl botwoen the horns of a cresoent, into wliiclx tlie adverse wings had 
boon insensibly curved, and were saluted from oilhor side by the volleys of 
four thousand avchors. TJieir ardour, and oven their distress, drove thorn 
forwards to a oloao and unequal conflict, in which they could only use their 
lances agaiti.si an onoiny equally skilled in all the instruments of war. A 
generous cnuihiLion inspired tho liomana and their barbarian allies; and 
Narao.y, who calmly viewed and directed thoir efforts, doubted to whom he 
ahoiild adjudge tho prizo of superior bravery. The Gothic cavalry was 
luslonished and diaordored, pressed and broken; and the line of infantry, 
iusLcad of prosonfcing tlioir spoars, or opening their intervals, wore trampled 


P illHai'Cdltlng I'roeoplHB hero for many rensone, placea the tattle near Sclieggin.] 
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under the feet of tfie flying- horse. Six thousand of the Gotlis were 
slnuglitered, without mei’cy, in the field of TaghiaB. Their prince, with five 
attendants, was overtaken by Asbad, of the race of the Gepids. ‘‘ Spare 
the king of Italy,” cried a loud voioo, and Asbad struck liia lance through 
the body of Totila. The blow was instanlly revenged by the faithful 
Goths; they transported their dying monarch seven miles beyond the scene 
of his disgrace ; and his last moments were not embittered by the presence 
of an enemy. Comijassion afforded him tho shelter of an obscure tomb; but 
the Romans were nob satisfted of their viotory, till Uioy behold fcho cori^ao of 
tho Gothic ]<iiig. Ills hat, enriched with gems, and his bloody robe, wore 
presented to Justinian by the messengers of triumph. 

Ooinnienting upon the character of Totila—and restoring to him his pioper 
name of Baduila—Hodgkin® declares that tins Teutonic hero must take pre¬ 
cedence over oven Tlieodoric himsolf ufl embodying all tlmt was best in the 

Ostrogothic nation, lie thinks that, had his lift! 
been associated with a victorious instead of with li 
decaying kingdom, Totila laighL tlien have held in 
popular regard “the name high place which Ifugliahmon 
accord to Alfred, Fronchmon to Ulmrlcmagnc, and 
Germans to tho mighty RarbarosBii “—a verdict wliich 
vividly suggestfl how largo a sharo must bo ascribed 
to mere fortune in dolermining the place ultimately 
held by auy hero in history,’' 


l»RO«ltESS 01-’ NAJISES 

The victorious eunuch pursued hi« march tlii'OiigU 
Tuficauy, accepted the submission oC tho Gothsi 
lioard Llio acclamations, and often the complaints» 
of the Italians, and oucompassed the wallH of Rome 
with the roinainder of Ins fovmiduble host. Noithef 
the fortifications of Hadrian’s uiolo, nor of the port) 
could long delay tho progress of the conqueror; 
and JuBtiuiaii once move received the keys of Home, 
which, under Jiis reign, Imrl boon live times talceu 
and recovered. Hut the doUvoranco of Romo waii 
the lust calamity of tlio Roman peoido. 'J'lio bur-- 
bavian allies of Nai’ses too frequently confounded 
tho privileges of peace and war; tlio despair of the 
flying Gotha found some consolation in sauguinary 
revenge; and throe hundred youfcha of tlie noblost 
families, who had heeu aeiil as hostages heyowd the 
Ro, wore inhumanly slain by the successor of Totila. 
The fate of the aeualc suggests an awful lesson of 
the vieissUude of liunian affairs. Of the soiiatoivs whom Totila had banished 
from their country, aomo were vo.scuod by au oflicer of lleliaariUB, and tvans- 
poried from Campania to .Sicily; while others wore too guilty to confide in 
the clemency of Justinian, or too poor to provide horses for their escape to 
the seashore, Their brethren Imiguisliccl live years in a state of indigonec 
and exile: the victory of Naraos revived their liopes; but their pvematuvo 
return to the iiietropolia was prevented by Iho furious Gotlm; and all the 
fortresaea of Campania were stained with patvieiiui blood. After a period 
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of tliii'teGii cGuLLirioa, Uie inslitulioii o£ Rouiulus exijvml; imcl if the nobles 
of Rome still assumed tlio title of senators, fe^v subsequent traces c^LIl be 
discovered of a public council, or constitutional order. Ascend six hundred 
years, and oontomplate the kings o! the eartli soliciting an audience, as tlio 
slaves or freedincn of llio Roman senate I 

Tlio Gothic War was yet alivo. The bravest of the nation retired beyond 
tho Po ; and Tcias was unanimously chosen to succeed and revenge tlioir 
departed hero. Tlio now king immediately sent ambassadors to implore, or 
rather to puvcliiise, the aid of the I'^ranks, and nobly lavished for tho pnblic 
safety the riches wliich Imd boon deposited in tho palace of Pavia, Tlie 
ruaidiiQ of tho royal treasure was guarded by his brother Aligcrn at Cumffi 
ill Cam pallia; bub the strong castle which Totila liad fortified, was closely 
be.siegcd by the arms of Narsos. From the Alps to tho foot of Mount Vesu¬ 
vius, tho Gothic king, by rapid and secret marches, advanced to the relief of 
Ills broLlior, eluded tho vigilanco of the Roman chiefs, and pitclied liis camp 
on tho hanks of the Sanius or Draco, which flows from Nuceria into the bay 
of Naples. The river separated tho two armies; sixty days were consumed 
in distant and fruitless combats, and Teias maintained tliis important post, 
bill ho ivas deserted by his fleet and tho hope of subsistence. Witli reluctant 
stops ho usoondod tlio Lactarian mount, whore the phyaicians of Rome, since 
tlio time of Galon, had sont tholr patients for the benefit of the air and the 
milk. Rut tho Gotha aooii cnibracodauioro generous resolution—todesceiul 
tho liill, to dianiiss tlioir horses, and to die in arms, and in the possession of 
freedom. Tho king marched at their lioad, bearing in his rigiit hand a lance, 
and an ample buckler in hie loft: with the one ho struck dead tho foremost 
of the aaaniliiiitH; with tho other ho received the weapons whicli every hand 
was ambitious to aim against his life. After a combat of many hours, his 
loft arm was fatigued b^y the weight of twelve javeliiw which hung from his 
Hhield. Without moving from his groimd, or suspending his blows, tho 
hero called aloud on his atlondants for a fresh bucklor, but in the moment, 
while Ills aide was uncovered, it was pierced by a mortal dart. Ho foil, and 
Ina bead, exalted on a spear, ][>roolmmed to the nations, timb tbe Qobbio king¬ 
dom was no more. 

But the example of his douth served only to animate the companions 
who had sworn to perish with their loader. They fought till darknoss de- 
sceiulcd oil tho earth. 'They reposed on their arms. The combat was 
renewed witli the return of light, and maintained with unabated vigour till 
tho ovoiiing of the second day. Tho roiiose of a socond night, the want 
of wator and tho los.s of their bravest champions, determined the surviving 
Goths to accopt tho fair capitulation which the prudeiico of Narscs was in¬ 
clined to propose. They embraced tlic altornabivo of residing in Italy as the 
subjects and soldiers of Jnstiniaii, or departing with aportion of their private 
wealth, ill seaveU of somo iudepomlont country. Yet the oath of fidelity or 
exile was alike rejected by one tlionsand Goths, who broke away before the 
treaty was signed, and boldly effected tlioir retreat to tho walls of Pavia. 
The spirit, as well as tho .situation, of AUgern, prompted him to imitate 
rather than to bewail liis brother j a strong and de.xlepus archer, ho trans- 
piorcod witli a single arrow the arnionr and breast of Ida antagonist; and his 
military conduct dofeiuled Oimno above n year against tlic forces of the 
Romans. Thoir industry had scooped the Sibyl’s cave into a prodigious 
mine ; combuatiblo materials wore inbroducod to consume the temporary 
))rops : tho walls and gate of Ouniffi sank into tho cavern, but tlie nuns 
formed a deep and inaccossible precipice. On tlie fragments of a rock, 
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Aligorn stood alone aiid unslmlceii, till he calmly surveyed tlie liopcless coit- 
fUtioii of his country, and Judged it more honourable to be the friend of 
Narses than the slave of tlie Franks. After the deatli of Teias, the Roman 
general separated his troops to reduce the cities of Italy ; Lucca sustained a 
long and vigorous siege : and suoU was the humanity or the prudonco of 
Narses, that the repeated perlidy of the inhabitants could not provoke hiin 
to exact the forfeit lives of tlicir hostages. Tlicse hostagos were dismissed 
in safety, and their grateful zeal at length subdued the obstinacy of their 
countrymen. 


INTBIlli‘BIlBNOl3 OP THE PRANICa 

Before Lucca liad surrendered, Italy was ovorwholiuod by a now deluge 
of barbarians. A feeble youth, Iho grandson of Clovis, reigned over tho 
Austrasians or Oriental l^ranks. Tlie guardians of ThoudebaldoiiLerLained 
with coldness and reluctance the magnificent promise of the Gothic mnbnp- 
sndors. But tho spirit of a martial iieople outstrii>ped ilio (imid counsels of 
the court j two brothers, Lciilliar^ and Btiiilin, the dukes of tho Ahimanni, 
stood forth ns tlio leaders of tho Italian war; and sovcnty-livo thousand 
Germans doaconclGd in tho autumn from the Ibotian Alps into tho plain of 
Milan. Tlio vanguard of the Uonmii army was stationod noar tho To, under 
tho conduct of Fulcaris [or Fhulcam] an Tlorulinn, wlio conooivod that 
personal bravery was tlio solo duty and merit of a coniinaiulor. As ho 
marched without order or precautioit along tho Aiinilian u'ay, an aiubuscado 
of Franks suddenly rose from tho amphithoatro of Parma: liia troops wore 
surprised and routed; but their leader rofusod to fly, declaring to tho last 
moment that death was less torrlblc than the angry countonanco of NiiraoH. 
The death of Fulcaris, and the retreat of tlio surviving chiefs, clocidcd iho 
fluctuating and rebellious temper of iho Gotlis; thoy Hew to tho stand¬ 
ard of their dchverci'H, and admitted them into the oilios whioh still re¬ 
sisted Lho arms of tho Roman general. Tlio conqueror of Italy opened 
a free paasago to the irrosisUblo torrent of barharinns. They passed undoi' 
the walls of Oosoiui, and ainswerod by llireals and roproaolies the advico 
of Aligern, that tlio Gothic treasures could no longer repay tho hihour of an 
invasion. 

Two thousand hh-anks wore destroyed hy iho skill of Narsos who sallied 
from Ilimini at tho lioad of three liundrod lionso, to oliHsliHO the liocntioua 
rapine of their niaroh. On llie coi)liiie.s of Siimnimn tho two brothorfl 
divided their forces. With the right wing, Butiliu assninod tho spoil of 
Campania, Lucania, and Brnttiinn : with tho left, Louiliar acccpLcd tho 
plunder of Apulia and Calabria. Tlicy followed the coiist of I he Mcdi- 
ioiTtiiieaii and tho Adriatic, as far as Jtlicgium and Otranto, and tho o.'C- 
tronio lands of Italy wore tlio loriii of thoir destructive progress. Tho 
Franks, who were Cliristians and CflthoUc.M, eonlentod UioiiimoIvoh with sim¬ 
ple pillage and occasional murder. But tho cliiirolios, wliieh (heir piety 
had spared, were stripped by the .sacrilegious hands of tlio Al.iinanni, who 
sacrificed liorsc.s’ heads to their native deities of tho woods and rivers : they 
ineltod or profaned tlie comsecnitod vCBstds, and tlio ruins of .shrines and 
altars wore stained with lho blood of the faithful, Bniilin was actuated 
by ambition, and Leuthar by avivrico. Tho former aspirod to restore iho 
Gothic kingdom; the latter, after a promise to his brother of speedy 

[1 irodffldnc tliinlcH lho ramo Loutlinr should not bo icgarclod aa oqulvulout to Lot.Ua.li' aa 
Gibbon made it. Biitllln Is often spelt llnccelin.] 
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aucoours, ret-urnod by tlio samo road to deposit his treasure beyond the Alps 
Xlio strength of tlioir armies was already wasted by the cliaiige of climate 
and contagion of disease : tho Germans revelled in the vintage of Italy ; and 
their own intomperanco avenged, in some degree, the misoifes of a defence¬ 
less people. 


BATTLE OE OAPDA, OR THE YULTURNUS (554 A.B.) 

At the entrance of the spring, tho imperial troops, who liad guarded tho 
cities, assembled, to tlie number of eighteen thousand men, in the neighbour- 
hood of liome. Thoir winter hours had not beoii consumed iu idleness. By 
tho command, and after tlie example, of Narsos, they repeated eiioh day their 
military oxorciso on foot and on honseback, acciiatomed their ear to obey the 
sound of the trumpet, and practised tho steps and evolutions of the Pyrrhic 
danoo. From tho straits of Sicily, Butilin, with thirty thousand ih'anks 
and Alamaiuii, slowly moved towards Capua, occupied with a wooden tower 
tlio bridge of C'lisilinum, covered hia riglil by tlio stream of the VnUurniis, 
and scoured the rest of Ids encampment, by a rampart of sharp stakes, and 
a circle of wagons, whoso wheels wore buried in tho earth. He impatiently 
awuitod the roturn of Louthar ; ignorant, alas I that his brother could never 
return, and tlmt tho chief and his army had been swept away by a strange 
dirtoaso on tho banks of tho lake Bcnacus, between Trent and Verona. The 
banners of Nurses soon approached tho VuUurnus, and tho eyes of Italy wore 
anxiously fixed on the event of this final contest. Perhaps the talents of the 
Homan gonoral wevo most oonspiouous in tho calm operations which precede 
tho tumult of a buttle. His skilful movemontH intorcepted tho subsistence 
of tlio barbaria)!, doiirivod liim of tho advantage of tho bridge and river, 
and, in tho choice of the ground and moment of action, reduced 1dm to com¬ 
ply with tho inclination of his enemy. On tho morning of tlio iinnortanb 
day, when tho ranks were already formed, a servant, for somo trivial fault, 
was killed by liis maslor, ono of tho leaders of tho Heruli. Tho juatico or 
pwsision of N'flrw.? /nv<>ko«<xl ,• ho {iunmio2iGd tho offomhr to his 'preasKce, 
and, without listoiiing to his oxeusce, gavo tho signal to thoininiator of death. 
If tho ci’uol master had not Infringed tho laws of his nation, tlua arbitrary 
fiXQCiition was not less unjust, than it appeara to have been imprudent. The 
Iloruli felt tho indignity; thoy halted; but tho Roman general, without 
soothing their rago or awaiting their resolution, called aloud ng tho trum¬ 
pets sounded tliat unless they hnstoiiod to occuiiy thoir place thoy would 
lose tho lioiiouv of tlio victory. Ilia troops wore disposed in a long front, 
tho cavalry on Uio wings j in tho oeiitro, tho hoavy-armed foot j the archers 
and Hliugers in the roar, 

Tlio Gormans made their first advance in a sharp-pointod column, of 
tho form of a triiuigle or solid wedge. They piorced tlio feeble centre of 
Narscs, who received thorn with a aniilo into the fatal snare, and directed 
liis wings of cavalry in.sensibly to wheel on tlieir flanks and ciicoinpnss tho 
rear. T'hc liosts of tho Franks and Alaiuanni consisted of infantry : a 
Hword and buckler hung hy thoir side, and they used as tlieir weapons of 
offenoo a ^voighly hatchet, and a liookotl javelin, winch were only formidable 
in closo combat, or at a sliort distance. Tho flower of tho Roman archers, 
on liorsoback and in complete armour, skirraiahod witliout peril round this 
iminovablo phalanx; supplied by active speed tlie dofioienoy of number; 
and aimed thoir arrows against a crowd of barbarians, who, instead of a 
cuirass and helmet, wore covered by a loose garment of fur or hnen. They 
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piUl&od, they trembled, their ranks were oonfonndecl, and iu the deeibivo 
nioineiib the Heruli, preferring glory to revenge, charged with rapid violence 
tlie head of the column. Their leader, Smdual, and AHgern, t])o Gothic 
prince, deserved the prize of superior valoar ; and their oxaniplo incited 
the victorious troops to aohievo with swords and spears the dcsti’Lictiou of 
the enemy. Butilin, and the greatest part of his army, perished on tlio field 
of battle, ill the waters of tho Vulturiius, or by the hands of tlio eiiriigod 
peasants : but it may seem incredible that a victory,* which no more than 
five of the Alaraivmii survived, could bo purchased with tho loss of foiiv- 
score Romans, Seven thousand Goths, the relics of the war, defended tho 
fortress of Campaa till the ensuing spring ; and every ineasengor of ISfavsea 
announced the reduction of the Italian cities, wlioso Jiames were cojU'iiptod 
by tho ignorance or vanity of tho Gi'ecks. After the battle of Casiliniiin, 
Narsca entered tlie capital; the arms and trcnaiiros of tho Goths, the h’riinlcs, 
and Alamanni, were displayed; his soldiers, with garlands in their iiands, 
chanbed the praises of tho conqueror; and Romo, for the la&t time, behold 
the semblance of a triumph. 

END OE GOTHrC SWAY 

After a reign of sixty years, tho throne of tlic Gotliio Iriiiga was filled 
by the OKaroha of Ruveuua, the ropresonUtives in peace and \rar of the 
omporor of tlie Romans. Their jurisdiction was soon rednood to the limits 
of a narrow province j but Narscs himself, the first and most powerful of tlio 
oxaroliH, adinuusterod about fifteen years tijo oiitiro kingdom of Italy. Bike 
Rohaarius, ho had deaorvod the honours of envy, calumny, and diagraoo; but 
the favourite eunuch still enjoyed the confidence of Justinian, or the lender 
of a victorious army awed and rcprcs.Hod tho ingratitudo of a timid oourl. 
The fortifications were restored*, a dulcc was slutioued for Llio defence nnd 
military coinmaiid of each of tho principal cities; and tlio oyo of Narsoa 
pervaded the ample prospect from Calabriu to tho Alps. 'J"ho remains of 
the Gociuo ntitLOU ovacuatecl the country, or mingiod with tho people: tho 
Franks, instead of revenging the death of ButiliJi, abundouod, without a 
struggle, their Italian conquests; and llio rebellious feindunl, chief of tlio 
IlevuU, WAS subdued, taken, and hung on a lofty gallowa by tho iniloxiblo 
justico of the exarch. Tho civil stale of Italy, after the agUation of a long 
tempest, was fixed by a pragmatic sanction, which tho omporor ijromnlgatod 
at the request of the pope. Justinian introduced his own juri.spvudcnco into 
tho schools and tribunals of the West; ho ratified tho acts of Tlieodoric 
and his innnediate successors, but every deed was rcsoindod find abolished, 
Avliicli force had extorted, or fear had sulisoribed, under the usurpation of 
Totila. A moderate theory was friimcd to reconcile the riglit.s of property 
with the safety of prescription, the claims of tho Btivto willi tho poverty of 
tlio people, and tho pardon of offences witli tho inlerest of virtue and order 
of society. 

Under the exarchs of Kavenna, Rome was shortly degraded to the 
.second rank. Yet the aonators were gratified by tliy j)urmiaaion of visiting 
their cataios in Italy, and of approaching -without obstacle the tbrono ol! 
Constantinople; the regulation of weights and moasiiroH was didegatod to 
the pope and sennio; and the salaries of lawyers and pliysiciuns, ol orators 

1 AgatUiasiK lias yvoUviced tv Gveok optgtam o£ six lines on dUHvlelovy of NfU'fiiiS, vtileh is 
favourably oompaiea to tlio battles of Marathon and rialiea. 'rho clilof tliffoionco is IikIu'olI In 
then-coiiaequeuoes—flo tilvljil in the former instance— so uonimuout luul glorious lii Uio laUoi'. 
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and graniinanana, wore doatined to preserve or rekindle the light of science 
ill the anoient capital. Justinian might dictate benevolent edicts, and Naraea 
might second his wishes by the restoration of oitios, and more espeoially of 
ohurches. But the powev of kings is most effectual to destroy j oud the 
twenty years of tlio Gothic War had consummated the distress and depopu¬ 
lation of Italy. 




CHAPTER II 


LOMHARD INVASION TO LIUTPRAND’S DEATH 

[508-744 A.D.] 

EAULY HISTOItY OF THE rX)MEAUDS 

IIooaKiN'' uoles Uio iiitorosting fact that noiUicrVisigoth,Dor Iliin.norVflndal, 
nor Ostrogobh left o. singlo ksUiig luomorial of thoiv iufluencu in Italy,—not ovoii 
ftssooiabing bhoir uaiuos with a siuglo province or city; whoreus tho "ohscuro 
ftud savage lioixlo from Pannonia ” called tho Loinbards wore to hin’o a inuoli 
more i)ormanent inilucnco. Ho finds explanation in Uio uLtor oxliiiuRtion of 
Rome wliicli waH'‘unable to ofTer any loiigor ovou tho passivo rcsisLaiico of 
despair." It is for tins reason, ho thinks, timt, wliorcas tho other conquerors. 
Imd, one after nnothor, vaiiislied away almost in tho very Ijonr of tlioir vicdiortcs, 
the Lombard alone remained to "write his name for over on tliat marvel of I, ho 
m\nifioence of nat\>ro,' tho plain of Lomhardy.’ ” It may pwhapft ho 

questioned whether the explanation is all-sulficicnt, but tho interesting fact 
is au obvious matter of record.® 

Probably the most anciout mention of tho Lomhardti (Langohavdi) is tr> 
ho found in Velleius riitorcHlus,o who speaks of them us dwelJiiig west of tho 
Elbe and only in the lower portion, vvhorc they were subdued by 'TiborLuK 
with innoli dilliculty in tlio year 5 a.P. ; for it is with the eonquost oC tho 
CluiucL—that IS to say, tho Chauci Mujtux'S and Miuorcs who lived ou both 
sides of the lower Visurgis (Weser) — that he coiiuoots tho expedition of 
Tiberius on tho Albis (Elbe) and tlio muon of tho army with tho Uouuin Hoot 
which had entered tliat river. Probably in order to avoid tlio Roman ann 3 % 
individual bands of Lombards (and Hormiuiduri) had settled on tlie riglit 
hank of tlio Elbe, and were followed by otheus on tho oocasion of a lator ex¬ 
pedition of iliG Romans; tliis seems to have given rise to Strabo’s ^ erroneous 
remark, according to which the Ilenuuuduri and Lombards both lived to 
the iiorLli of tho Ellie and in tho narrator’s time had all rotrcMitcd to tlio 
right bank ; for wo have no other dcfinlto information ooncorning the forinoi' 
rosideiico of tho Lombards and Uennundni'i on tli(3 right liank of tlio ElhOf 
whilst wo find traces of tho Lombards south of the river in far lator tinioM. 
The Widaidh-song (in verso 49) mentions a people, tho Ileadhobeardan, 
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who, as llieir naino proves, were ideuticitl with the Lmigohardi, and who as 
they foug-liL the Danes for the possession of Zealand, must liave occupied 
a portion of the coast of the Baltic ; nncl in v. 42 a tribe of the Myrnniye 
who according to Miillerfl miglit probably be considered as a sectioii of 
tlioso sumo llcadliobeardan settled in Holstein on the Eider. Shortly 
after this Llio Dombiirda must havo been subjected by Mniboduiis j for ac¬ 
cording to a niention by Tacitus,/ in tlie year 17 a.d., when war broke 
out between tlio Aliircomannian king and ArmiiiLus, “froju the realm of 
Marboduua, both Somnonea juid Lombards” went over to the side of the 
Ohoruaci in tho liopo of regaining tbeir old iiidependonce. The fall of 
hlarboduua accured them the liberty for which they were striving and a 
few decades later they had attained to considerable power. When in the 
year 47 Arininiiis’ nopliow Italicus, whom the Chcrusci had begged of 
tho Romans as Icing, was banished after a short reign, the Lombards forcibly 
roinstatod liiiu in Jiis rights. 

'Die next intolligcnco ooiicoriiing our Lombards^ was drawn by Petrus 
Patricius A from Dion Gaaaiuai; from tliis wo see that in the year 166, at the 
beginning of tho groat Marcomannian War, a host of six thousand Gennnn 
warriors — amongst whom, besides Marcoiuaunians (probably the organisers 
of tho expedition), tlicro were also Lombards—undertook a predatory excur¬ 
sion into rannoniu, whore tho cavalry suffered a completo defeat under Vindex 
and tho infantry under Candidus, so that tho conquered Imd promptly to sue 
for peace and then quietly to return to their liomes. 


TIIEIU WANDEItlNGS FROM THK ELBE TO THE DAXDB15 

Our authorities afford us scarcely any positive inforiimtion cojiccrniug 
the dopariuro of tlio Lombards from thoir possessions on the Lower Elbei 
wo are oldigod to roly entirely on reasoning and conjecture. But the ao- 
eount in Llio Origin^ that hungor compollod tho Lombards to leave Sooringa, 
may havo /)ooii based on truCii, ns its pressure seems to have played no un- 
inqjortaiiL part at tho timo of tlio iialional migrations, especially in view of 
tlio ]'aj)ul inoroaso of tho German races. Nevertheless, it wa.s only a small 
portion of tlio pooplo who thou loft thoir homes ; this may be assumed from 
‘tho appoaranco of power niaiiitained by those wlio romained in their luotbor- 
country (tho Jhivdi on tho loft bank of tlie Elbe and in Holstein) as well ns 
from tlio liistorics in wliioh tho oxiraordiiiarily small number of roving Lorn- 
bard.s is often ooinmoiiLod on. AVo liavo then no further positive knowledge 
of tho LomhavdH till they appear in Rugin, tliat is to say, north of tlie Dan- 
iibo, opposite to tho lloinau iirovince of Noricum, in which region they must 
liavo arrived about tho year 490. Tlio fifth king of tlie Lombards, Gudeoo, 
was reigning at this period. Tho first, Agelinund, who was tho first to be 
raised on a shield, iiiu.st, as tho people had ulroady boen wandering for some 
time, bo placnd somowhoro in tho middle of the fourth century, if we count 
four riilor.s to a ounlury. As tho Lombards wore still regarded ag dwelling 
on tho lower Ellio in tho year 106 a.d., the migration probably took place 

(* Wo may my Iioi’o with UcKlglihi & in usInR tho woid Lomhards hoforo its Btrlot time, “ it 
Hooiii.s not worlli whiln to onoumbor iho text by tho constant repetition of a long and somewhat 
uncoiUli iiicn-imino, ImL Llio loador asked to romombor that In sLvlotiiess tho form Largobarcli 
Rhoulil bo in-c-sorvcd.” It la tlio 12th conUiry bofoio tho words “Lombard “ and " Lombaidy “ 
ociino into gouor.al use and thou largely with n geographical referenoo to Northern Italy, ra-thei' 
than an liistorioal reference to tlio Langobard conquorors of far moro than LombaWj, The on- 
gin of tho naino “ Liuigobiird “ lino boon dlscussocl iindov tho “ Eastern Empire," Chapter Iv.] 
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in the course of the third contiiry. It is probable that the Somnones and 
the Burgundioiies ImmcdiatGly bordering on them had just gone to the south¬ 
west, incited by the migrations of the Gotha in the middlo of the second 
century a.d., and the Lombards invaded tJie district lo tho right of the 
Elbe -which had been deserted j that tho Lombards proceeded west of 
the Elbe, as F. Bluhme* and FfirstemaiiiW have asserted, resting their 
theory on quite uncertain and in part very ai-bitrary etymology, is iiuprol)- 
able, as land for oolonisatioii could scarcely have been won there without 
fighting powerful tribes. 

Tho tradition of the Lombard folk-lore seems to point to the country 
east of the Elbe, but tho story is very doubtful. Elnhmo transfers tJie 
home of the Lombards to Moringwi in Northoim, and connects 
it with a Hottlomenfc of tlie Lombards in Wosti)hiilia. 

In proof liluhmo brings forward the fact that Ptolomaouso knew 
the Lombards as neighboiu’s of tho Siigambri ; but ho ovciioolcs 
tiro circumstance tliat tlieso Lomljards lived to tlie 
south of tho iSugambri on tho Rhino, and consequently 
not in WcslphaHa. Bluhmo and after him Platnor thcli 
alleges that the i>om\laiion8 of WoHtphalia )>ret<cnt coin- 
cidcnccH in tlio nanioH of families, the 
administration of tlio hind and tho lator 
•• v___ ^ _ dcvolopincnt of tho law, witli tlio lyuno- 
' ^ V. burg district of the IClbo and LUbeck us 
1*.' I likewise the ancient yoosl-LUbeck law 
^ on many jKiInls recalls tlie ^dioUm 
Jja^i</o6aVdon(in. But it must \\<i, vAn\- 
Hulored a.s a mistulco to lot tho ooiiiei- 
iloiico of individual principles of law and 
ndminislration servo as argummits in etlnio- 
gniphical rcsoavelicH. h'or it is a known 
fact that for oxamplo tho law and adminis¬ 
tration of tlio Anglo-Saxons and Lombards 
on many points, apart from the (lasos when a 
direct tninsiniasion may bo supposocl, sliow 
a siinilap development; whilst on tho other 
luiUil, tile laiiguugo proves that tlio former 
boiongod to the Low fToniuuis uiid tho latter 
to the High GormanH, and thoroloro wore 
» not closely related peoples. In all thoHo 
A lAiMnAuti Warrioiv question*! it is quite impossible for wn to 

imiko a certain decision ; Illulimo workcil 
almost without the necessary materials lo go upon, and the yaxon olemont 
which later invaded Westphalia and tho lower Elbe had lii-st to be identified 
and allowed for. 

It may be asserted with a degree of eortainty that tlio migrating IjOui- 
bards first spread themselves over the present mark of Brandenburg, and avoi’q 
then forced to go aouthwost by tho Slavs who were ailvauciug from the oast, 
and to seek refuge in Bohemia, a land well protected on all Hides by natural 
boundarioa. It was here, perhaps, that the first king Agclinuiul, as the 
legend says, was raised on a ahiold. Now that an histoi’ically autlieniiualod 
succession of kings boghis, tradition also commoncos to assnino a lirmor char- 
actor, and to approach more and more closely to real history, On tho whole 
the story of Agclmund and hie siiocossor Lamisflio is as j'ot oomi^letoly 
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wrapped in obHcurity, for that which is related ooiicertiiiig the two kings 
ia not a popular legend based on history, but nothing more than a fictitious 
development of tho primitivo myth of Slceaf which Leo has described in a 
very detailed and thorough manner. The gist of this widespread and vari¬ 
ously localised myth is that a hero of UllkIlo^yn descent, arising from the 
water, comes to tho assistanco of a country in a time of great distress; and 
tho story was transferred to Lombard history because in northern Italy the 
common Latin word lama (for jDiacMm) was etymologically associated by 
the people with the name of Lamiasio, Thaso tales cannot bo historically 
interproted, and, for example, it would also bo wrong to consider the battle 
with tho Hulgarians recounted by Piiuhisi* as an historical fact; but it is 
evident from this that tho name of Ihilgaria had not appeared before tho 
end of tliG ilftli century. Wo lilcowiso loam nothing concerning the history 
of the Lombards under tho next kings, Lothii and Hildeoc; under King 
Giulooo, the fifth in succession, we find them again in the territory of 
the Rugii, whore they had gone when tho latter had been conquered 
and expelled by Odoacer in tho years 487 and 488. This land of the 
llugii extended, so far as wo can gather from our scanty sources of infor¬ 
mation, .somowhoro between tlm modern Linz and Vienna, on the left bank 
of the Danube; the right bank of Uie river does not seem to have been 
included. Opposite lay Norioum, which at the same time was partly aban- 
donod by Odoacer as untonablo, and now, probably, immediately after tho 
evacuation was ocoupiod by tho Boii established in Boliemia. The Lom¬ 
bards then Jiad to content thomsolvoa with the far less inviting and inoro 
barren land of the llugii — in all probability because they had formerly been 
Qstalfiished to the roar of Maroomanniana, that is to say, in North Bohemia, 
and had proceeded southwards in thoir train. 


'L'Uia LOMUAUDS IN TUB KBGION3 OF THIC DANUBE 

Unfortunately tho history of tho Lombard kingdom in Rugia ia also 
shrouded in obacurily, inasmuch ns our source.^ afford no positive informa¬ 
tion concerning it; for tho story dorivod from the boastful Heruliau account 
in Procopius,w acc{jrdiug to which in the year 491 tlie Lombards liad been 
tributary to tho lleruli — wliich would have been during tho .sojoiini in 
llngia, us tho Lombards first wont Ihoro in 490 and are said to have lived 
tUoro many years — must, according to Pallumnn’s« convincing arguments, 
bo regarded as a fiction. It may po.ssibly bo with truth that Procopius 
deHcribes the liOiiibard.s as being already Arian Christians at this time, 
although tho (iorruptod i>aH8agos of the (Gothic ^Yar can scarcely bo con- 
.sidored as coniirinution. According to Iho Oriyin^s fclie Lombard.? under 
King Tato wandered from llugia to tho distant plain called “Fold” by 
tlio bavbai'iaii.s, by whieli is probably meant tho plains botweoJi the Tlieiss 
and Danube, an Is shown by the remarkablo passage in the AnnaUi Mn- 
hardi^ of tho year 790. Iloro tho Lombards remained for a period of about 
three yoar.s until war broke out botwecii thoin and tho Uorullans, with 
whom they Iniil foi'incrly been oji peaceful and friendly terms. We are well 
informed us to tliis war, throiigli the Ilomlian account in Procopius”* and 
the Lombard account in tlio Oriyin; it is only to be regretted that legen¬ 
dary stories have intruded into both narratives. Aocorcling' to tiio^ former, 
tbo Iloruliniis had only declared war out of sheer lust of doing and fighting; 
according to the Origin iho strife was kindled because the daiigliter of King 
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Tftto liiid iiiurdorecl n. Ilerulian ambabsntlor'. Tfc in i-einarkable that neither 
of the two nationa attributed it to the enemy, but considered themselves as 
the originators i we uuist fcheroforo iissimie tliat both reports have some 
truth in them, that both nations, Heruliaiis as well as Lombards, were re¬ 
sponsible for the outbreak of war. Further particulars are obscured by 
legend, and can no longer bo ascertained. Both statements agree in the 
atatemout that the HeruLians were completely defeated, and for the greater 
part destroyed 5 and we are further informed that their king, Rodulf, lost 
his life in the battl&* 

It is difficult to dotermiuo at wliat time tliis event took place; it will 
nob be possible to arrive at a definite conclusion in tlie matter. According 
to Procopius, the defeat took place three years after the accession of the 
emporor Auastasius ; but from tho Origin we see that the sojourn m Rugia 
must have been far longer than it would bo in this easoj for in this period 
is included tho ontiro reign of u king ClalTo, mul part of tliose of two 
kings, Gudeoc and Tato. 

Thoreforo the time given by Prooopma, “tliree years after,” must bo 
regarded as an empty phrase; this also apjilies to tho notice in iiio Ori<|in^ 
according to which tlio war with tho Horuliana begiui three years after tho 
occupation of the plains of Feld, and wliicli must bo judged in tlio smuo 
manner, ospeoially as no importance can bo attached to tho oliionologioal 
tables in the first part of tho Origin. On tho other liand, it is cortaiii that 
after their defeat the Iloruliaits loft tlioir old scuts, and before passing 
into Roman territory settled first in Rugia and then amongst tho CtopuIm 5 
as Procopius assorts that these wandorings occupied only a short time, wo 
shall not bo wrong 111 placing them within tliroo to four yoiirs at tho most, 
and thna roferriiig tho battlo to about tlio year 6 O 8.1 A loiter of tlio king 
of the Ostrogoths, Thcodoric, has been used as a point of reckoning: it 
was sent to tlio kings of tho Ileruli, Wariii, and I'lmringii, wlien Olovls 
was tlireatoniiig the Visigoths with war, and urobably bulongijcl to aliout 
tlie year 601; from this it may be conidiulcd that tlie kingdom of tho 
Ilcrulians on the JOaniilio was at this time still existing in its full in¬ 
tegrity, and that tlio inomorahlc battle can only have taken place some tiino 
afterwards. 

It is noteworthy that tlio principal iiieans Tlioodoric usos to iiioitc theso 
king.s to support tho Visigoths is tho endeavour to inorciise thuir fear of 
tho Franks, of whom tho kingdom of tho Visigoths was in dread, nor 
^ could they see tho dovoloijmciib of the iiowor of Clovis without soino anxiety. 
This points to the more or loss closo noighhourliood of tliu Franks; othe'v- 
wiso lli 0 danger would not Imvo been .so grout or so iinmiiioiit. Li])port’' lias 
showji tluit tho Tliuringii and AVami must huvo boon oslublishod directly 
on the fi'outiora oC the Frank Empire towarda central Germany; the IleruU 
to wliosQ princes tliis Icltorwas sent, must have boon fictllod noiir llio Frunlc- 
ish borders. 

AVitlioiit doubt they aro to ho idontifiod with the IToruli, who iindor- 
loolc iiuniorous expcditiims to tlio llliiiio, to Gaul, and uvon to Spain, and 
are to bo cUsLinguished from tho ircrnli of tho Hanuboj tlioIr scuts avu also 
to be placed on various points of Uio Gorman and Dutch nortli (loast, as 
well LIS in tho Ciinbric Ohorsonesus. In this rospoci it is well to notice Lliat 
Sidonius Apolliniiriss mentions an embassy of thc.so IloruU to the Visigotluo 

irortgldu,^ howovor. fiftya, “ 'Fho wnr Lotivcpii Kins Talo ami iciiiK Uoilulpli jji luiriated hy 
1 rocoplufl ns well as by I'luilus arul can bo nsalgncrt without muoU vtslc oL error to a dollnltu Onto, 
Cll or 612,”] 
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Icing Eurio, and CasHiodorua* mentions a letter reminding the Heruliaii king 
of tho favours i-oceivod Iiy Rnnoj through this embassy friendly relation^ 
were eatablieliod between the two peoples, ^ 


"WARS "WITH THE GEPIDS 

VViLh tliat vieiory Wina the moat brilliant epoch of the history of the 
Lom^rds. It was lollowed by the invasion of the Lombards from the soiitli- 
east into the territory of the Heruhans, and they compelled the latter to seek 
refuge in Uugia. As Irocopmaw slates, hunger, and probably the advance 
of the Lombards in tlieso regiona, obliged the vancinished Lo migrate again, 
imtil they at last found protection with the powerful Qepicls, who were of 
kiiiclred race. On the occasion of this lulvanco of the Lombards, the subiec- 
tion of the buavi also took place, which the Origins 
fixes under King Waelio tlio successor of Tato. 

The name of Wacho became famous, and 
the Jjombards very do.siriiblo confodoratos; thus 
in the spring of 5139 tlic Ostrogoth king Witigos 
sought to obtain thoir help against tho Byzan- 
lines, but was refused as tho Lombards had 
already formed an aLliauce with tho Byzantines. 

An aUiunco Hocma also to have existed with tho 
'nuii’iiigii, for tho first wifo of Wacho, lladogund, 
was tho daughter of tho 'J'lmriugiaii king Bisinna. 

Then Wacho marriod Ostrogotha, tho dauglitor 
oi tho Gopldoan king, which iwakos it vcivy 
probable that tho Lombard kingdom bordorctl 
on tliQ Gopidoaii, as our statomout concerning 
tho position of tlio plain “Fold” confirma. Tho 
two dauglitora ho Inid )>y her wore again mar- 
I’iixl to Fr/inkWi 22 amo}y Wbiffai'da lo 

icing Thoiulebert (631-518), Woldorndato Tlieu* 
dobald (618-565), thou also lo Clotairo I (661, 
who, coinpollcd by tlio clorgy, rcBignod her to 
the Bavarian duko Garibald). In connection 
with this and also later alliuncos, is the x->lan of 
Thoudebort to overthrow tlio Byzantine Fmpiro 
by tho help of tho Lombards and Gopida during 
tho war in Italy, against Totihi. 

A third wifo of Waclio was Salinga, who 
bore liim a son, Waltari. TJio lattor reigned 
after Ids father’s death, according to the Origin 
for seven years, but a.s lio was a minor ho was 
uiidov tlio guardianship of a Lombard of noble birth named Aiidoin, who 
afterwards succeeded him as king. Shortly after the nccession of Audoin, 
the Lombards passed over into Pannonia, which hud been givoJi to them by the 
omporor Justinian, who had first taken it from tlio Goths, as Procopius states. 
It cannot have boon a voliiiilary cession. Justinian had to evacuate the ooiin- 
try because lie was no longer in a position to protect it against the Lombard 
invasion. By the sums of money lio gave lo tho Lombards he doubtless hoped 
to buy peace for the sorely tried provinces, just as the Goxdds and others had 
been rostrainod from dovnstating the Roiiiau province by gifts of gold. 
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Not long after the occupation of Pannonia — according to Procopius 
apparently in 548—war broke out between the Gepids and Lombards. The 
incitements of the emperor Justinian maybe considered as the chief motive; 
it was in his interest to destroy the friendship of the two peoples who threat¬ 
ened to become dangerous to the empire. Tlio ever iucretasing desire of tlio 
Lombards to gain possession of tlio important town of Sirinium in lower 
Pannonia which was ocoupied by the Gepids, and above all, tho hostile fed- 
iijgs wlncli had been raised between tlio two peoples by disputes at tlio 
Lombard court concerning the succession (disputes which began in Wacho’fi 
time) camo to his assistance. 

We are informed as to those interesting proceedings by Procopius and 
the Origin. Prooopinsw relates as follows: “ King Wacho Imd a cousin 
who by law ought to have succeeded him on his death ; but in order to pro¬ 
cure the crown for his son he had llisiulf banished from tho land under a 
false accusation.” 

llisiulf witli his two sons, one mimed HilcUohis, and a small number 
of liis adherents fled to tho Wnrni, and at tho instigation of Wacho was 
murdered by them i liildichis’ brother siicoumbcd to an illness, whilst ho 
himself fled ami took up his residenco with a Slavonian tribe, and then in 
tlie time of King Audoin, when war broke out botweon tho Lombards aiul 
Gopids, he gave himself up to the latter who also promised to proouro for 
him the royal crown of tho Lombards. According to tho Origm) Wacho, son 
of Winigia and nephew of King Tato, expelled him from the throne. Tato’s 
son, the rightful heir to tho throne, named Hiidiohis, who sought to ussovl 
his rights, was suppressed and obliged to take rofugo with tho Gopids wlio 
from tho timo of his arrival showed groat hatred for tho Lombarda. Iloth 
reports are incomplete but supplomont one anolhor well. Tho ovont was 
doubtless this, that Wacho overthrow his undo Tato, then, when ho had 
become king, banished Tato’s son Ilielulf (hi.H cousin) and tho liitior’H son 
(Ilildiohis) from the country, as ho wished to insure the crown for liia own 
son WaUarf, whilst, not the law, as l^rooopius orronooiisly says, hut in's descent 
and the love of tho people would liavo won tho govornmout for tho heirs of 
the deposed king Tato. 

Risiulf was murdered in his llight. llildicluH lied to tlio (lupidH at a 
timo when the discord bcUvceii them and the Lombards had alroiidy rouchod 
a higli point, and, it seoms, by his prcsoiico jirocipiUiLod tho outliroak of 
war. His hope that the Gopids would lielp liim to regain llis rights avhh 
not fulfilled. 

As tho Lombards did not foci them8elvo.s a matoli for the Go])ids, they 
luul sent ambassadors to Justinian to bog for help wliioli was granU'd, not 
in consideration of former agrcoiiioiits wliicli the emperor soldnin observoil, 
but because the liyxantino i>riiiciplo was to stand by tho wealcor sido that 
the stronger might bo tlio more completely destroyed. T'lie Gepids wlio 
demanded support or, at least, iieutr.ality, on tho grmiiuls of a forincu’ treaty 
promising them Homan help in ease of war, wore refuHod, and a Homan army 
consisting uf some ion thousand horsemou and fifteen hmulred llernlum 
warriors advanced against them. Before they met, the imperial troojis 
destroyed a division of throe thousand ireruliuns, who wore allies of tho 
Gepids, and compelled them to conclude a soparate pence witli ilie Lombardn. 
As a security for the newly formed friondly rolnlions Audoin sumnionud 
the king of tho Gopids, Tliorishid, to snrreiuler IliltUehia; meanwhile the 
hitler hud escaped and for ii long time wandered as an adveuiurer fhruiigh 
various lands. 
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XliQ first ymv of the Lombards and Gepida wag «oou followed by an- 
oUier (549), wliicli also found a speedy ending any deoisiou being 

arrived at. ® 

According lo Procnpins a panic seems to liave seised both armies before 
llio battlo and put them to disorderly flight. The kings, therefore, again 
mot and concluded a two years’ ariniaticej at the close of that time hostili¬ 
ties began again. Tliia time also Justiman placed himself on the aide of the 
Lombards — he brolco tlio treaty formed shortly before with the Gepicls— 
and sent troops to the held, a diviaion of whioh wns under the command of 
Ainalafrid i only tho latter and his soldiers reached the Lombards; the other 
troops reinaincd in Ulpiana at the imperiiil command, evidently for the pur¬ 
pose of <i\iellmg disUivbancoB there. Novertholcas tho Lombards suceecded in 
invading tho Gopidoan territory audin completely beating their adversaries; 
tho Boat of war was probably Sirmhmi. Procopius places this battle hi the 
acvcntccmth year of the war, probably July, 661. It is very jirobably the same 
which PaiilusP doscribos find during wbicli Alboin, Aiidoin’s son, unhorsed 
tho son of the Gopidoan king, Torismond, in single combat. The terrible 
defeat compollod the Gopids to seek peace, which was granted thoiu through 
the niodiation of Justinian. 

As conditions the Lombards and tho omperor demanded the surrender of 
Ilildichis; for after liis fliglit from tho Gopids in 648,—after he Imd first 
wandered £ibout Italy with Byzantino troops, had thou lived amongst a Slav 
people, and as leader of a troop had served in the imperial palace guard in 
Constantinople, — ho had lately returned to them that he might again assert 
his claims to the Loinl)ai'd throne. But ns the Oepids were determined not 
to violate tho laws (X honpitalily and for the same reason tlie Lombards would 
not surroiidor OHtrogoUuus wlio had .sought rofugo with them, after Thorisind 
)md expelled liim from liis rightful Dirone, and whose surrender was now 
demanded in return, Ilildichifl was not given up; soon after tho two princes, 
not without the coimivmico of tho king, wore assassinated (662), that there 
might bo no iiioro occasion for the inipturo of the peace just concluded. 

Before the outbreak of tho war, Aiuloiu at tho reciiiest of Justinian eont 
twenty-ilvo hundred picked Lombard warriors as well as three tliousand 
troops to Italy to ilio army of Narscs; with thoin they went through tho 
fuiuou.q caiu]iaigii against Tolila, but, owing to thoir licentiousness after the 
dccisivo buttle at Taginm (antumii, 652), tlicy were richly rewarded and 
sent lioino under an escort. 

T1 i(3 peaco concluded with tho Gepid.s lasted as long n.s Audoin and 
ThoriHiiid lived; but when tliey both died and Alboin was ruler of the Loin- 
hurds (555), wbilo Cuniinund bad become king of tbo Gepida, tho enmity 
restrained with diHiculty burst out again with redoubled violence. 


AlillOlN ANNIIlIhATliS Tlllsi QEPID rOWEU 

According to the tradition, tho Onyin relates that after the battle in 
which lio had become so famous, Alboin wont directly into tlie hostile coun¬ 
try Lo King Thorisind, to fotoli Iho arms according lo ancient custom; on 
this visit lio for the lirafe timo saw the lovely Ilosamund, the youngest 
thuiglitor of the late Icing Cuniinuud, with whom he fell passionately m 

love (551). ^ ^ n^ i ‘ A 

But political coiisidoratioiis now obliged him to take Glotosuiuda, 
daughter of the Krnnlc king Clotaire I, to wife; when sho died hia thoughts 
ji. w.—voi.,vii, 2 p 
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turned once more to the love of Iiia youth, and as she would not follow him 
voluntarily he had her brought to his kingdom by force. 

Ciiiiimund deiiiaiidccl liis daughter back as he did not approve of the 
union witli the hated Lombard : finally war broke out. At first tho Loin- 
hards Imd tlio advantage, but were defeated in the end, when the Gopids 
succeeded in winning over the emperor JxisUnus 11 (Nov. 14, 5G5); the 
result was the release of llosiuniind. To avenge the defeat and to free Inm- 
self from oppression, j\.lboin now sought allies on all sides; he found tliem 
at last ill the powerful and imiveraally dreaded Avars (settled cast of the 
Prutli oil tho Hlaok Soa), who only consented to help after long pleading 
and on very heavy conditions; the Lombards were to give tlie tenth part 
of their cattle, and to promise after the victory was obtained to give up half 
the booty a 2 Kl renounce the whole district of the Gepids. TJiat tlioso 
demands were granted shows better tlian any direct proofs in what need the 
Lombards then were. Wlion Gnnimuiicl lieard of this formidable alliance*, 
he turned to the emperor Jmstinus to ask tho latter to send him auxiliary 
troops in acGordance with tho treaty; ho also promised to yield Sirminm, 
and tho land this side of the Dravo to tlio Eastern Roman Empire. Justhiua 
did not at once directly refuse tho request, but ho wilfully made every kind 
of delay in sending the troops and finally kept them back, not only for the 
reason given by Menander, but probably because lie did not wisli to conipro- 
miae himself and allow the formidable power of the Avars and Lombards, 
which was euporior to that of the Byzantines and Gepida together, to rule his 
empire. Therefore, he remained a neutral and idlo spectator of llie unequal 
strife; he seems to have taken advantage of a favourable opportunity to win 
possession of the town of Sirminm, as at the fall of tlio Idngdom of Uie Goii- 
ids it appeals as already among tho Byzantine possessions. Tho war was 
opened by the simultaneous invasion of the kingdom of the Gepids by the 
ft(lie.s from two aides. 

Cuniinund first mnichod against tlio Lombards to prevent their union 
with tho Avars; but ho was beaten by his adversaries in a bloody battle 
n 22 d liis fli'nir ehiKJst ooinplefcely deslroj'cd. }Io himsoU fell in the bflUlo 
by Alboiu’s hand, as his brother Torismoml had done many yoarn before j 
hia daughter Ilosannnid with many others fell ns prisoJicrs iiito tho pou'or of 
the Lombards, and their king now made lier liis wife witliout any fear of the 
paternal opposition. 

The booty was immeasurable; iiovorthoIoHS, tho bishop T'ra.Hario and tho 
grandson of the fallen king Keptila Biicccodod iu bringing tlio royal tvuasurc 
to Constantinople in safety. 

But by this defeat the kingdom of tlie Gepids was completely destroyed; 
for what tlie Lombards did not bring under their sway, fell beneath the 
harsli yoke of the Avars; and in prefluniptuous tnriorf tho Ilyzantiiioa rejoiced 
over the quick destruction of their daiigorouH foes,” 


ALUOIN ITjjVNS TO INVADK ITALY 

Tho destruction of a mighty kingdom established the fame of Alboin, 
In the days of Cluu’lemagno, tho Bavarians, tho Saxons, and tho otlicr tribes 
of the Teutonic language, gtiil repeated tho songs which described the heroic 
virtues, the valour, liberality, and fortune of the king of the Loinbnvda, Bub 
his ambition was yet uiiHatisfied; and tho conqueror oC the Gepids turned 
his eyes from the Danube to the richer bank.s of Um To and tho Tilmr. 
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Fii’lecu ,yc3nrs hud not elapaod aincc his subjects, the confederates of Nurses, 
luid visited tho jdciisaiit climate of Italy; the iiioiuitaiiis, the rivers, lUo 
liiglmiys, vxre huniUar tc their memory; the report of tlieir success, perhaps 
tlie view of thoir spoils, liiul kimlleil in tho rising genonition the ihnm of 
enuilation iind euLerpriao. Their hopes wore encouraged by the spirit and 
oloqnoncQ of Alboin; luul it is affirmed tliab he spoke to their senses, by 
producing at the royal feast tho fairest tmd most excpiisite fruits tliat grew 
sponUiueoualy in the garden of tho world. 

No sooner had ho erected his standard, tluiii the native strength of tlie 
Lombards was multiplied by tlm adventurous youth of Gferinany and Scythia. 
Tlio robust peasantry of Norieuin and Paiinonia had resinned the manners of 
barbarians; mid tlio imnies of the GepUls, liulgariaiis, Siirmatians (or Slavs), 
and Bavarians, may he distinctly traced in tho provinces of Italy. Of the 
Saxons, the old allies of the Lombards, twenty thousand warriors, with their 
wives and (duldren, accepted the invitation of Alboin. Tlieir bravery coii- 
trihuLed to his success; but tho aocessioii or the ubsence of tlieir miinbers 
was not Hcnsihly felt in the mugnitudo of his host. Every mode of religion 
was freely pruutised by it.s respective votaries. Tlio king of tlie Lombards 
bad beeu educated in tho Avian heresy; hut tho Catholics, in their public 
worship, wore allowed to pray for liis couvoraion ; wiiiie the more stubborn 
barbarians aaerillccd a sho-goat, or perhaps a captive, to the gods of their 
i'athei'H. T'bo Loinljards and their confederates wore united by their com¬ 
mon attachuiQut to a GhieC> who excelled in all tho virtues and vices of a 
Havago boro j and tho vigilance of Alhoin provided an ample magiuiiie of 
offciisivo and doCouaivo arms for the use ot the expedition. The portable 
weultli of tho Lomliurda attondod llio march (April 2]id, 668); their lauds 
they clieorfuUy roliiiqnisliod to tlio Avars, on tho aolcinu promiae, which wan 
made and iicoutitod without a smile, that if tlioy failed in. the conquest of 
Italy, tlioMO voluntary cxiloe slionld bo reinstated in their former possessions. 


TniO oil WAUSBa 

They might liavo failed, if Nurses luul been tho aiitagonist of tlic Loni- 
hurds; and the veteran warriors, the associates of Jiis Gothic victory, would 
have eneountered with reluctanoottii onomy wliom lliey dreaded and eateomed. 
But the weiilciiuas of tlio Byzautiiio court was subaervient to the barbarian 
cause; and it was for tliu ruin of Italy Unit tho emperor once listoned to the 
coiniilninls of liis subjects. Tho virtues of Narses were stained witli avarice; 
and ill his provincial reign of lirtoon yoars ho accumulated a ireasure of 
gold and silvci' whicli siupnssod tho modesty of a private fortune. His 
govcniinout was opprossivo or unpopidar, and tho gonoral discontent was ex¬ 
pressed witli freedom by the dopiitios of Homo. lioforo the throne of Justin 
tliey boldly declared, that their (iotliio Horvitudo had boon more tolerable than 
the despotism of a Greek oiinucli; and that, luiloas their tyrant were instantly 
rtiiiioved, they would eonsult their own liappiuoa.'i in the choioc of a nmater. 
Tlie apprelioiisioii of a revolt was urged by tho voice of envy and detraction, 
whicli luul so ruceiiily triumphed over 1.110 merit of Beliaarius, 

A new exareh, Longinus, was appointed (666) to suporsecle the conqueror 
of Italy 5 and tiie base motives of Ins rocivU \Yci’e revealed in the inauLthig 
imindatG of tlic empress Sophia, “that he should leave to men the exercise of 
arras, and roUirn to Ins proper station among tho luaideus of the palace, 
wlioi'O a distaff should he again idacod in tlie liand uf tlie eimuch,” 
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“ I will spin lier euoli w thread as slie shall not easily unravel I ” is said to 
Jmvc leen tiie rciily wliich iiidignatiou and coiiBcious virtue extorted from 
the hero. Instead of attending, a slave and n victim, at the gate of tlio 
Byzantine palace, he retired to Naples, from wlioiico (if any credit is due to 
the belief of iho times) Naraes invited the Lombards to chastise the ingratitude 
of tlie prince and people.^ But the passions of tlie people are furious and 
cliangeablo ; and the llomuns soon recollected the merits, or dreaded tlie ro- 
sentment, of their victorious general. By the mediation of the pope, who 

undertook a special pilgrimage to Naples, their 
repentance was accepted; and Nfirses, assuming a 
milder aspect and a more dutiful language, con¬ 
sented to fix his residciico in the Capitol. Ilis 
death (572 or 573), though in the extreme period 
of old age, was unseasonablB and premature, since 
his genius alone could have repaired the lust and 
fatal error of liis life. The reality, or the sus¬ 
picion, of a conspiracy disarmed and disunited 
the Italians. The soldiers rosentod the disgrace, 
and bewailed the lo.ss of tJioir geiiorti]. X'hey 
wore ignorant of their now exarch; and Longinus 
was himself ignorant of tiio slate of the army and 
the province. In the preceding years Italy Inul 
been desolated hypostilonoo and famine; and a 
disaltocted i>eoplo ascribed the ciilamitieH of nature 
to tlio guilt or folly of tlieir rulers. 


TIEE LOJJDAKOS 3CNTJC11 ITALY 

Whatever might be the grounds of his soourity, 
Alboin neither expected nor oncountorod a Roman 
army in the field. Ho naconded the Julian Alps 
and looked dowinvitli contempt and do.siroori the 
fruitful plains lo which his vioiory communicatod 
tho perpetual appellation of Lombardy. A faith¬ 
ful oliiol’tain and a soloct band wore stationed at 

A LoMiiAim CoHTUMii Fonmi Jxilli, the modern Friuli, in guard the 

passes of tho mountains. The Loiubarda ro.Hpect(}d 
tlio strength of Pavia, and listoned lo tlio prayora of tho Trovisans: their 
slow and heavy multitudes i>rocccclod to occupy tho iialnco and city of 
Verona; and Milan, now rising froni lier ashes, ^ya3 invested by tlie powers 
of Alboin (September 3, 669), 

Terror preceded his niaroli; lie found every where, or he left, a dreary 
solitude ; ^ and the pusillanimous Italians prosiiniod, witliout a trial, that tho 
.straugor was invincible. Escaping lo lakes, or rooks, or luorasscs, tlio af¬ 
frighted crowds eoncoaled sonic fragments of their wcidtli, and delayed the 
moment of their servitude. Paulinus, tho patriarch of Acpiiloia, removed 

[1 Tlio cllslnff story la told by I’ftuliwp Dlacouus, who wi'oto two conturloa In-tur and tiuoted a 
work a cenluvy oai'lloi'. Isidoro of Seville,i> however, who wiolo only Imlf a conluvy after Naiflca' 
recall, accuses iuiii of calilog In tlio Lomhaids, The story is ao«o tlio less somewhat clubtouB,] 
lIodKkiii?' says of tlio L(«nbavd.s: “'^Tlioy nio the anarohlsts of tlio Veikorwaiidorung, 
wlioHo delight Is only In deairnotlon, and wlio seem incapablo of culture. Yet this Is tlio rnoo 
from which, In tho fullness of time, under the transmuting power of tho old Italian civilisation, 
were to spring Ansoltn aiul Lanfmnc, lllldcbi'and and Dante Alighieri."] 
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his ti'uasiu’os, sacrod and profane, to tlio isle of Grado, and his successors 
woro adopted by tlio infant i'i‘])ublic of Vciinse, winch was continually en¬ 
riched by the public calamitieH. llonoruUis, who Idled tlio chair of Si. 
Anibi'oae, had crodiilously accopted the faithlcHS offers of a capitnlaiion ; and 
the arclibisliop, witli the cler^yy and nobles of Milan, ^YGro driven by tlio 
perfidy of Alboin to .seek a rcfuj?o in tlio loss accessible ruinparLs of Genoa. 
Along ilic inaritinio coast, Iho cuiirago of the hihabiiaiits was supported by 
the facility of supply, iho hopes of relief, and the power of escape] bub from 
the Trentiiic hills to iho gates of Ravenna and Homo, the inland regions of 
Italy becaino, without a bailie 01 * a siege, llio lasting patrimony of the Lom¬ 
bards. 'J'lio sulnnissioii of tho people iiivitod iho barbarinii to assume tho 
ebaraoLor of a lawful sovoroign, and tho helpless oxarcli was confined to 
the oriico of unnoiinoing to tho emperor lusUii, tho rapid and irroLriovablo 
loss of bis pvoviiioo.s and cities. 

One city wliloh liad boon diligontly fortified by ilic Gotlis, roaisLccl tho 
arms of a new invader *, and wliilo Italy was snbdxicd by the flying deUcii- 
mentsol: tho Loinlnirds, Uio royal camp was (ixod ubovo tbroo 3’^cars before 
tho wostorn galo of 'L'icimiiu, or Ihivia. 'I'bo sumo courage wliioh olituins 
tho catoom of a eiviUHod onciny, provokoa iho fury of ai<ivvago,und the impa- 
ticiii liosiogor had bound himself ))y a iromendous oiiLli, Lliat ago, and sox, 
and dignity, should be <{oufouu(lod in agcnornl mnssmn-e. Tho aid of fainijio 
at length enabled him to execute his Idoody vow, but as Alboin ontovod 
ilio gate, his Iioi'hc aLumldcd, fell, and could not lie raisud from tho groiuul. 
Ono of luH attondaiits was prompted by compassion, or piety, to inierprcli 
lUis n\ivaonlou.s sign as the wndu of lioavou: Uic coiujuci’or paused atul 
vcloiiLod; ho shoatbod Jus sword, and, iioacofiill}' reposing luinsoU in tlio 
palaoo of 1’hcodoric, pvoclaimod to tho trcmliling innltitiide, tlmt they Khould 
live and obey. DeligUtocl with tlio Hituatiou of a city, which was (iudoatod 
to liiH pvitio by iho diniouUy of tlio piivclmso, tlio princo of tlie Lombuvda 
disdiiinod tlio auciont glories of Milan; and Pavia, during some ages, was 
I'CHpeuted as tho capital of tho kingdom of Italy. 


TIJIO KNI) OK ALBOIN (673 A.J).) 

'I'lic reign of tlio rounder was splendid and transient; and before) he 
could regiihiU) his new con((iicsls, Alboin fella saoriiice to domostic treason 
and female revonge. In 0 invlace near Verona, wbich laid not been oroctod 
for Die harbiirliin.s, be I'eiiftlod, llie companions of his uimub; iiitoxicivLion was 
iiio reward of viileuiMuid Llio king liimHolf wastoinplcd by ap])citito, or vanity’, 
to exceed the ordimiry ineaHuro fif his iiilomporaurto. AFtor draining many 
capacious bowls of Ihctlan or Palorniuii wine, ho called for the slcull of 
(huiinniiid ftlic lato (tcpiil king, his wife's fathor], tlio iiolilcst and most 
precious onuiineut of Ills Hidoboiird. 'riiis cup of victory ^ was tieecpted with 
horrid applause liy the cindo of the Lombard ehioffi. 

P 'J’lii') cuHloiii nf iiiiildiip! n (InnklHg cap of an oneiay'H slrull crigiiinlly came frotii Aslutio 
Scythia, uinl -was wldoly <lifCuK«il in novlhorn Kuropo: iiowlioro IL moio rollglously ulwcrveil 
(hail In Scinuliniivln, tlio cradle of tho I/OinbiiulH, Tholrhlstoiianavoia that Iio liad seen llio cup 
with lilfl own flyosi JFnr no Mti vi<Jnfl»r impossibUe,~~veyUatf)n js Gkt'itlo l0QH(i)‘—e(/0 hoc 
poculwn viih in qiioilum (h'l'jcuti), etc. rattlm DiHComtSfP llh. II. cap. 28. 

A inoibni Italian lilHtorlan (Uotla), minlly iiiiiicqiialnlod with tho inaiinciw of iho north, 
cxprcRicH Ki'i'nt Hiu'priso nt tlila not of Alboin; /.a nnlnmle fet'oeia pel vino e per la vUloria a 
<jUra{fgio faiia iHso/ojae, lo mcnava a tal alto Ai cwi >io« i wcwoWo uello fftorie della pin liarbave 
nantoni, etc. Tho Uilnff was common enowgli, no abimrinntly npponra from llio Scfliullaavimi 
I'cuoida,] 
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“^Fill it again Avitli Aviue»” exclaimed tlio iiiliuinaii coiKiuci’or, “fill it to 
the Ijriin; earry this goblet to Xlio {iiieen> and request in my namo that she 
would rejoice with her father.” In an agony of grief and rage, llosainuiid 
luid strength to utter, “Lot the will of iiiy lord be obeyed,” and, Louolinig 
it witli her lipa, pronounced a ailent imprecation, that the insult should lie 
washed away in the blood of Alboin. 

Some indulgence might he due to the resentment of a daiigliLer, if she 
Jiad Jiot already yiolated tho duties of a wife. Lni^Iaoable in hor enmity, or 
inconstant in her love, the queen of Italy had stooped from the throne to the 
arms of ii subject j and Helmichis, tho king’s arniour-bcavor, was the secret 
minister of lier pleasure and rovengo. Against tlio proposal of tho murder 
he could no longer urge the scruples of fidelity or gratitude; but irelnnchiH 
trembled when lie revolved tho danger, as well aa tho guilt, wiion lie rcciol- 
lected the matchleas strength and iiitropidifcy of a warrior whom lie had ho 
often attended in the Hold of battle, lie pressed and obtained that one of 
tile biuvesb champions of tho Lombards should bo associated to Llie outer- 
prise 5 but no more than a promise of secrecy could ho drawn from tho gallant 
rerocieo \ and tho mode of seduction employed by llosamund liotrayy hor 
shameless insouslbiUty both to honour and love. She supplied the place td 
one of her female attendants, wlio was beloved by Poredeo, and eontrivocl 
some excuse for darkness and silence, till she could inform her companion 
that ho had enjoyed tho queen of the Lombards, and that his own death, or 
the death of Alboin, must bo the coiisequonco of Hueh treasonable adultery. 
In this jiltornative, ho chose rather to bo the accompUco than the victim of 
llosamund, whose undaunted spirit wae incapable of fear or romorso. Slio 
expeoLocl, and soon found, a favourable moment, when tlio king, oppressed 
with wine, had retired from the table to his afternoon slumborH, Ilis faith¬ 
less spouse was anxious for his Jicaltli and repose; the gates of tho palace 
wore shut, the arms removed, tho attendants clismi-ssed, and llosnmund, alter 
lulling liini to rest by her tender caresses, unbolted tho ebambor door and 
urged tho reluctant conspirators to tho deed. 

On the first alarm tho warrior started from his couch, Ilis sword, ndiieh 
lie attempted to draw, had been fastened to the scabliard by tlio hand of 
Uosiimund; and a small stool, his only weapon, could not long protect liiin 
from tho spears of the assassins. TJio daughter of (Juniiuuiul amllod in liis 
fall; his body was buried iimlor tho staircase of tho palace, and tho gnilofiii 
posterity of the Lombards revered tho tomb and tlio inomory of tlioir vie- 
torioufl leader. 

The ambitious llosamund aspired to reign iii tlio namo of her lover. Tho 
city and palace of Verona wore awed by her power, and a faitliful laiiicl of 
her native (lopids >va3 prepared to Jipplaud tho rovongo and to second tho 
wishes of tlioir sovoreign. Hub tho I^ombard chiefs, who ilod in tho luvst 
moments of constornaUon and ilisorder, had ro.sumod ihoir courage and col- 
locted their powers; and tho nation, instead of submitting to her roign, 
domnnded, with uiiaiiimons ci-ies, tiuit justico sliould ])o oxcciited on the 
guilty sj^ouso and the murderers of their king. She .souglit a rofiigo among 
tlie enemies of her eoiintry, and a criminal who doaerved tlio abliorronco of 
inaiildiid was protected liy tho solfisli polioy oC tho exarch. Willi her daugh¬ 
ter, tho heiress of tlie Lombard throne, hor two lovers, her iiaisty (lopiclM, 
and tho spoils of tho palace of Verona, Ilosnuiuiul doscondod the Adigo ami 
tlie Ep, and was transported ]>y a Greek vessel to tho safe liarbour of llavenna. 
Longinus boliold witli delight Lho charms and tho tronsuros of tho widow of 
Allioiii; her situation tuid her past conduct might justify the most licontioua 
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proposals i and sho readily listened to Uio passion of a minister avIio, even in 
the dooliuo of the cmpiro» was rospoctod as fcho equal of Icings. The cleatli 
of a jealous lover "was an easy and grateful saerifico; and as Ilelmiohis issued 
from the bath, lio recoivod the deadly i>otioii from the hand of his mistress. 
The taste of the liquor, its apeody operation, and his oxporienco of ilio char¬ 
acter of Koaamuncl convinced hivu that Uo \rA& poisoned. lie pointed his 
dagger to her ])rcaHt, compelled her to drain tlio rcmainclor of the cup, and 
expired in a few miniitea, with the conaolation that she could nob survive to 
enjoy the fruits of her wiekodneas. Tho divuglilor of Alboin and Uoaamund, 
with tho richest spoils of the Lombards, was omharhed for Coiistauiinoplo. 
Tho surprising strength of Porodeo amused and terrified ilio imperial court; 
Ills bliiidiieas and rovongo exhibited an imperfect copy of the adventures of 
yamson. By ilic free suftrago of tlio nation, in Ilio {isaoinhly of Pavia, Olepli, 
one of their noblest oliiofs, was elected as the successor oi Alboin. Boforo 
tho end of eiglitoou inontbs tho tlirouo wjis poUuLed by n second murder,— 
Cleph was stabbed by the baud of a domestic. Tlio regal oflico wiia siis- 
pondod abovo Leu years, during tlio minority of bis son Autbari, and Italy 
was divided and oppressed by a ducal aristocracy of ilurty tyrants.w 

Hard as was tlio rule of those “ guests,” they took only a third of tlio pro¬ 
duce of the country, while tlio Visigoths had taken two-thirds, and the Bur¬ 
gundians nearly as much. Then the 26,000 Saxons, woaiy of the presumption 
of their Ijombard allies, decided to evacuate Italy for Gaul. Oji tlieir first 
visit to Daupbino, the llonwn general MummolviH drove them Ixiclc with 
alauglitor, Ahnut a year later tlio Saxons tried again at harvest time. 
Muinmolus allowed tlioiu to pass through only on payment cf a heavy toll. 
The Saxons ivoiil back to tlioir old homo; but tho ywabiana had moved in, 
and being driven to bay, slow almost all tlio liost. 

Tho Lombards bad soon drifted round Homo; and in 574, under Cloph, 
had tho city besieged. 'L'he emperor Justin sont a corn fleet to save tho oUy 
from fitavvatveu} and in 675 sent an army under Ins sonAu-huv RraduariUB, 
who lost both tho liattlo and hia life. 

Still in 570 tlio popes are crying eastward for help. In 578 the new 
omporor, Tiberius 11, .sent money to buy a little roRpito. Moiinwhile, 
lietwoon 508 and 575, tho LombarclH Imd live times gono raiding into Gaul. 
Twice the bmvo Muminidn« throw tliom hack. In 58-1 tho Anstrasians, 
briliod by tlio omporor iMaurioo, invaded Italy under thoir young leader 
Ghildcbort, and the Lombards wore forced to pay thorn to leave tlio coiiiitry. 
This convinced tlio Loinbards that thoir ducal oligarchy was a failure; 
and they made a king of GIo}»h’a son Autlmri, giving him tlio pronomon of 
Plavius, which Uicroafier all tho Lombard kings rolainodA 

Under tho stmidard of thoir now king, tho coiiquorora of Italy withstood 
tlirco succcHsivo juvnsioiia, one of which was led by Childcbert hinisolf, tho 
lust of ilio Woroviiigiim raoo wlio doscondod from tho Alps. Tho first oxpo- 
dition was dofciilod by the jealous animo.'*ity of tho Praiika and Alamnnni. 
In the second Llioy were viuiquishcd in a bloody battle, with imn-o loss and 
dishoiiour than they had siiHtaincd since tlio fouudation of their monarchy. 
Impatient for roveiige, they returned a third time with acoumulatod force, 
and Anthuri yielded to tho fury of tho lorroiil. 'J’lio trooihs and treasures 
of tho liombards wore distributed in the walled towns botwoon the Alps and 
tho Aponniiua A nation, loss Honsihlo of danger tiuui of faliguo and delay, 
soon iminniu'od against tlio folly of thoir twenty cninmandors; and fcho hofc 
vapours of an Italian sun iiifcctctl with disoaso those tramoiilano bodies which 
had already suffered tho vicissitudes of intoiiiperauce and famine. The powers 
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that ^vero inadequate to the conquest were more than sulfioiont for the deso¬ 
lation of tlie country j noi* oould tlic trorabling natives diaiingiush boiweon 
tlieir eiiQinies and their deliverers. If the junction of tlie Merovingian and 
imperial forces had been effected in tlio iieiglibourliood of Milan, pcrluips they 
jniglil have subverted the throne of the Ijonibai’de; but tiio Fraiilca awaited 
six days the signal of a flaming village, niid the arms of the Greeks wore idly 
employed in the redaction of Modena and Parma, which wore torn from tliom 
afLer the retreat of their transalpine allies^ The victorious Authari assorted 
hifl obiim to the dominion of Italy. At the foot of tlio Rictian Alps, ho sub- 
duod the resistanco, and rirted the hidden treasures, of a soquestored island in 
the lake of Coiiuini. At the oxtrome point of Calabria ho touched with his 
spear a colnmn on Uio BCashove of Rlicgi\im, proclaiming that ivneiout land- 
mark to stand the iinniovahlo boundary of liia kingdom, 


BXTKNT OF nOMIlAUD SWAY 

During a period »{ two lauidrcd years, Italy was imoqually divided l)n- 
twoon the kingdom of the Loinbarda and the oxarcliato of Kavcinm. 'I'lio 
officoa and professions, which the jealousy of Ooiislantino had soparatoO, wore 
milted by tho indulgonco of .fuRtiniau; and cightoon siiccossivo oxiirclis wore 
invested, in the doclino of tlio empire, wiili tho full roniaiiis of (hvil, of inili- 
taryj and oven of ccolosiasticul power. TUoir iinmcdiato jurisdiction, which 
^Ya8 afterwards coiisocviiled as the patrimony of St. Potor, oxtondod ovor the 
modorn llonnigna, tho nniyshos or valloys of Forrara and Comniaoliio; five 
inai’itimo citius from lUinini to Ancona, and a second inland Poniapolis, 
botWGQii the Adi'Ualc coast and tho lulls of Uio ApcmunQ^ Tlu-co suhordi- 
imio_ pvoviiicGs, of KoinCt of Venice, and of Naples, wliich woro divided by 
hostile lands from tlio nalaco of Ravenna, acknowledged, l)oth in jioaoo and 
war, tho supremacy of tho exarch. Tlio duchy of Romo appears to have 
inoUtdecUho Tuscan, Sabine, and Latian conquests of tho first four hundrud 
years of the city, and tho limits may bo distinctly irixood along tho coast from 
Civita Vecohm, to 'I'iirraotna, and with tho course of tho 'I’ibor from Amoria 
and Kami to tho ])ort of Ostia. 'J'lio luiniorous i.slands fi'Om Grado to 
Ohiozza, composed tho infant dominion of Vonico; but tho more aocossible 
towns on tho oontinont woro ovcrlbrowu by Mio Lombards, who behold with 
impotent fury a new capital rising from tho waves. T'Jio ixiwor of tho dukes 
of Naples was cirouinaoribcd by tlio buy and tho adjacont isles, by tlio hos¬ 
tile loryitory of Capua, and by tho Roman colony of Amalfi, whoso indiis- 
ti’ioiis citizens, by tho invention of ilio marinor’s coinpasH, liavo nnvoilod tho 
faco of tho gloho. Tho throe islands of Sardinia, Oorsioa, and Sieilv, still 
acliiorod to the onipiro ; and llio acquisition of tho furtUor Calabria rouiovod 
tho landiiiark of Authari from tho slioro of lUiogiuin to tho intliniiia of Con- 
Hontia. In Savdlnia, the savago mountaineers proservod tlio liljcrty and 
religion of tlioir ancestors;^ but tho husbandmen of Sicily woro uhalnc'd to 
their rich and cultivated soil. Romo was oppressed liy llio iron soojilro of 
the exarchs, and a Grook, perhaps a ounnoh, insulUnl witli inipunity iluj ruins 
of tho Oaijitol. JJut Naples soon acquired tho privilege of electing hor own 
dukes; tho indepondoneo of Amalfi was tho fruit of eoinmercej and tho 
Yomntury ^attaolnmmt ot Venice wag filially onnoblod by an o([ual alVianoo 
with tho KasLcrn Kmpirc. On tho map of Ital}', Uio moasuro of tlio (jxarohaie 
ocoupios a very Inadcquato space, but it included an amplo proportion of 
wealth, industry, and population. 
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X'ho inoal faitliful luid valnablo subjects escaped from the barbarian yoke; 
ami the banners of Pavia and Voroim, of Milan and Padua, were displayed 
in their respective quarters by the now iuliabitaiits of Ravenna, The re- 
inaiiidor of Italy was possessed by the Lombards; and from Pavia, the royal 
seat, their Icingdom was extended to tlio oast, the north, and the west, as far 
aa tlie conlinos of tho Avars, the Bavarians, and the Franks of Austrasia 
and Jlnrguiuly. In the language of modern geography, it is now roprefeentod 
by ilio Terra Pinna of tho Venetian republic, Tyrol, the Alilanoso, Piedmont, 
tliG coast of Genoa, Maniiui, Parma, and Modena, tho grand diicliy of Tuscany, 
and a largo portion of tho eccloBinslical siato from Perugia to tho Adriniio. 
Tho dukea, and at length tho princes, of Bcuovonlo survived tho moinirohy, 
and propagated tho name of the Iiombards. From Captia to Tarontiim they 
roigned near hvo hundred years. 

In comparing tlio proportion of the victorious and the vanquislicd people, 
the cliango of language will afford the most probable infoi'ciice. According 
to ihi.s Htiuulard it will appear, that t]>o Lombards of Italy, and tho Visigoths 
of Spain, woro less nuinoroua tluiii tho Prmika or Burgundians; and the con- 
qiiorors of Gaul must yield, in thoir turn, to tho mnlLitudo of Saxons and 
Anglos who almost eradicated tho idioms of Britain. Tho niocleni Italian 
1 ms heon iusonsibly formed by tho mixture of nations: tlio awkwardness of 
the bai'barlauH in the uioo managomoiit of doclonsions and conjugations, 
reduced thorn to tlio use o C articles and auxiliary verbs 5 and miuiy now ideas 
havo been exi>r(JSHcd by Toutonio appclhiUona. Yot tlic principal stock of 
teolniioal and familiar words is found to bo of Latin derivation ; and if wo 
woro siirOeiuntly conversant witli tho olisolcto, tho rustic, and the mnnioipal 
dialocts of iinciout Italy, wo slumld trace the origin of many torms which 
might, perhaps, bo vojootcd by tho olassic purity of Rome. 

A niiinovnus army constitutes but a small niitioii, and tlio powers of tho 
liOmbardH were soon diminished by tho retreat of Uio twenty Uionsaiid Sax- 
{ijis. When Alboiu dcsoondod from tho Alps, lio invested liis nophow, tho 
lirst dulce of Friuli, with the command of tho province and tho pooplo ; hut 
the prudent (iisulf would havo docliiiod tho dangerous oflioo, unless ho had 
i)ccii p(!rinittod to olionso, among tho nobles of tlm Lombards, a suifioiciit 
innnhcr of fainilicH to form a perpotual colony of soldiers and subjects. In 
tho in'ogvoss of conquest, tho sumo option could not be granted to the dukes 
(if Bi’OHcia or Bergamo, of Pavia or Turin, of Bpoloto or Bonovonto; but 
(uuili of thoHo, and each of llioir colleagues, settled in his appointed disLi'ict 
with a baud of followers who resorted to his Hhmdard in war and his tribunal 
in jioaoo. Their attachment was free and hoiiourahlo : rcsigmiig the gifts 
and hcnofits wliich they had nccopicd, they might omigrate witli tlioir fund- 
lies into tho jurifliliotion of aiiothor duke; hut their absenco from tlio king¬ 
dom was punished >vith dciitli, .as a crime of military dosortion. 

'I'ho ])osiority of tho first conquerors struck n doepor root into tho soil, 
which, by every motive of inlorosfc and lioiiour, they were bound to defend. 
A Lombiird was born iho soldier of liis king und liis duke 5 and the civil 
uHseuiblios of iho nation di.Hplayod the baniions, and assumed tho appellation 
of a regular army. Of this army, the pay and tlio rewards were drawn from 
tho oonquerod provinces j and tho diatribuLioii, wlnoli wim not effected till 
after the doatli of Alboiu, is (li.sgfaced by tho foul marks of injustice and 
rapine. 

Many of the most wealthy Italians woi’o slain or baniRhed 5 tho reniaiiider 
woro divided among tho strangers; and a tvibutary obligation was imposed 
(uiidor tho namo of lioapitality), of paying to the Lombards a third part of 
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the friiitu of the enrbli. Within less than sorenty years, this artificial system 
was abolished by a more simple and solid tenure. Either the Roman land¬ 
lord was expellecl by his stixnig and insolent guest; or the annual payment, 
a tliird oi the prodiico, was oxohnngcd by a more equitable transaotion for an 
adequate jiroportion of binded property. Under these foreign masters, the 
business of agricnlturo, in the cultivation of corn, vines, and olives, was ex¬ 
ercised with degenerate skill and industry by the labour of the slaves and 
natives. Rut the occupations of a iiastornl life wore more pleasing to the 
idleness of the barharians. In the rich ineadowa of Venetiii, they restored 
and improved the breed of horses for which that province had onco been 
ilhialrioiis. 


Tin5 REION AND WOOINW OF AUTIIAIU 

So rapid was the inlluonco of clinuUo and example, tliat the Lombards of 
the fourth genevalion surveyed with curiosity and affright tlio portraits of 
their savage forefathers. 'iTioir heuds wore aluivcn behind, hut the shaggy 
locks hung over their oyes and mouths, and a long heard roprosontod tho 
jianiR find charactci’ of tlie nation. Tlioii* dro.SH (jonsistod of loose linen gar¬ 
ments, after tlio fashion of tho Anglo-Saxons* wliich were decorated, in their 
opinion, with broad stripes oC variegated colours. Tho legs and feet wore 
olotlied Iji long lioso, and open sandals; and even in tho security nf peace 
a trusty sword was couatantly girt to their aide. Yot this strange apparel, 
find horrid aspect, often concealed a gentle and generous disposition : and as 
soon as the rage of battle had subsided, tlio Cfiptives and sulijcots wore sonie- 
Limos surprised by tlio humanity of the victor. Tho vices of tlic Lombards 
were the effect of pa.ssion, of ignorance, of intoxication ; their virtues aro tlio 
more laudable, as they wore not affoclod by tho hypocrisy of social nninnors, 
nor imposed by tho rigid constraint of laws and education. I'lio adventur¬ 
ous gallantry of Aulhari breathes the true spirit of chivalry and roniancc. 
After the loss of his promised hihlc, a Merovingian prineosH, lie sought in 
niarriago the (hiuglitcr of the king of liavaria; and Garibald auceptod the alli- 
{itiCQ of tlio Italian inomircli. Jiiipatioiit of tho slow iirogross of negotiation, 
tli(! ardent lovor osoapod from Ins palace and visitod tho court of liavaria in 
the train of his own ombassy. At tho public audience, tho unknown atrangor 
iidvaiiccd to the ihroiio, and informed Garihuld that tlio ambiiBHador was 
indeed the mmintcr of state, but that bo alono was the friend of Aulhari, 
wbo had Limsted him with tho delicate eoiumisyion of making ii f.aithful 
report of the cliarms of his spouse. 

Thoudclinda was siiinniojiGd to undergo this important examination; iiiul 
after a pause of silent rapture, ho hailed her us the queen of Italy, and 
humbly requested that, aocordiiig to the custom of tho nation, she would 
present n cup of wine to the first of her new subjects. Ry tlio ooinmund of 
lior father she obeyed : Aulhari received tlio cup in his turn, and, in restor¬ 
ing it to the pri ucoss, ho secretly touched hoiTmnd, and drew his own finger over 
his face and Ups. In tho evening, Theudclindo, imparted to lior nurse the 
indiscreet familiarity of the strangov, and wna comforted by tho iissuraiico 
that such liolduess could proceed only from the king, her husband, wlio, by 
his beauty and courage, appeared wortliy oC her love. Tho amhassadors 
wore dismissed; no sooner did they roucli the confines of Italy than Aulhari, 
raising liiinsolf on his horse, darted hia battlo-axo against a tree with incom¬ 
parable strength and dexterity. “ Such,” aaid ho to tho astonished Rava- 
riiins, “ such aro tlie sirokos of tho king of tho Lombards. ” On tho approach 
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of a Fronoli avinyi (ianbalcl unci hiH ilauglitei' took rofuge in tlio clomiiiioiis of 
thoir ally j and ilio inarriago was comeuinmatecl in tho palace of Vorona. At 
the end of one year, it was dissolved hy tho death of Aufchari (Sept. 6th, 590), 
but the virtues of 'I'hoiidcUnda had endeared her to tho nation, and sho was 
jjorniittod to bestow, with her luuid, tho sceptre of the Italian Iciiigdom. 


LOMBAlll) GOVlCltN^^^IONT AND I/AAV 

I'h'olu this fact, as well ns from similar cvoiiU, it is ocrtiiin that tho Loin- 
l)ards pussoasod freedom to cloel thoir sovereign, and senao to decline tho 
frequent use of that dangerous privilogo. The publie revenue arose from 
the prodneo of hind, and tho profits of justice. AVhon the independent dukes 
agreed that iVuthari Bhould ascend tho throne of Ida father, they endowed 
Die regal offioo with ii fair moiety of their rcapeotivo domains. Tlie jjroiidest 
ii()l)l(3s aspired to tho honours of servitude near tho poraou of their prince: 
lie roAvarcled the fidelity of his vassals by tho precarious gift of pensions and 
“houolieoK”; and atoned for tho injuries of Avar by tho rich foundation of 
inonastories and chuvelios. In peace a judge, a leader in wav, he never 
usurped tlie powers of a sole and til)Holuto legislator. Tho king of Italy 
eoiiYonecl tho aatiojial ussomhUos in the palace, or more prohahly in tho fields 
of Pavia: his groat oouuoil wixa comi^iosed of tho persons most ominoJifc by 
Ihuir birth and clignitios^ ]>ut tho valiclity, us well as the execution, of tlioirdo- 
(Toos, depended on the aiqn’oiniUon ot Iho faithful ” people, iho “ fortiinato " 
army of tho lannhards. 

About Coui'seoro years after tho oouquoal of Italy, their traditioiml cua- 
ioms Avore transcribed in 'roiitonic lAvtin, and ratified by tlio consent of the 
prince and people: Homo now regulations wore introduced, more suitiiblo to 
thoir present condition; the oxamplo of Rothari aa'us iniiiatod by tho Aviaeab 
of his successors, and tho Iiiavs of tho Lomliards Iiavo licon estooinod tho least 
iniporfoct of tho baihario codes. ,Seeuro hy thoir coiirugo in tlio posses¬ 
sion of liliQvly, these rude and hasty legislators Avore incapable of balancing 
the poAVcr.s ot the constitution, or of (li8CUfl.sing llio nice tlieory of politioiil 
governinoiit. 

Such urinics as threatonod tho life of the aoA^oroign, or tlio safety of the 
.state, Avert! ml judged Avortliv of deatli; but thoir uttontion Avas principally 
cnniineil to the del'mico of the pousoii and properly of tlio subjoct. Accord¬ 
ing to tho strange jui’Lst>riidoiice of tho times, tlio guilt of blood might bo 
redeemed l)y a liiio j yet tho high price of nine Iiundrod pieces of gold 
doclui'os a ju.sL sniise of tho value of a .nimplo citizon. Loss atrocious injuries, 
a Avound, a I’ractiu’o, a IjJoav, an opprolirious Avord, Avoro incnsurod Avith scru¬ 
pulous and aliiiosL vidioulou.s diligoiieo; niid the prudojico of tho legislator 
oucouraged iho ignoble praolico of liartoriiig honour and rovongo for a 
peouniiiry coinponsation. 

'ilio igjioniuce of the Lombards, in the atalo of paganism or Cluiatianity, 
gave implicit credit to tho malice and misoliiof of Avitclicrafb; but the judges 
of the scv()nt(!cntl) ooiitury miglit have been instructed and confounded 
by Ui(5 wisdom (if llolhai’i, who dovUloa live abaAird ft\ipcv.stiiiou, and pro- 
Icct.s the Avriitidied viotims of popular or judicial cruolby. The .'^nino spirit 
of II legislator, superior to Ids ago and country, may bo nsci'ibcd to Liut- 
pj'iiud, wlio eoiidomns, whilo ho tolorutos, the impious and inveterate abuse 
of duels, observing from liis oAvii cxpcrioiice, that tho juator cause had often 
been oppressed by successful violence. 
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Whatever merit innylm diaCovcTcd in the laws o£ thu IjDmbarcla, they are 
the genuine fruit of tlio reason of llio barbarians, wlio never admitted the 
bishops of Italy to a seat in their legislative councils. But the suceossiou of 
thoir kings is marked with virtue and ability; the trouhlod series of their 
annals is adorned wltli fair intorv.als of poaco, order, and domestic ha[)phiGss; 
and the Italians enjoyed a milder and mere equitable govormneut than any 
of the other kingdoms whicJi liad been founded on the ruins of the Western 
Empire. 


TUB DECAY OE IlOMB 

Amidst tlie arms of the Lombards, and under tlie despotism of Llio Greeks, 
WG again inquire into the fate of Jtome, which had reiiuliod, about the 
close of the sixth oontury, tlio lowest period of lior depression. By the re¬ 
moval of the seat of empire, and tlio .successive loss of the provinces, the 
BOuroGS of piiblio and privato opulonco wore exhnuHted ; the lofty tree iindor 
whose shado the nations of the earth liad voposod, was deprived of its leaves 
and branches, and Lho sapless trunk was loft to wilhor on the ground. Tlio 
ministers of command, and tbc mossengors of victor}', no longoi* met on tlio 
Appiiui or Klamiiuau way ; and tho hoatilo approach of tho Ijoiuhards wus 
often folt, and continually feared. Tho inhabitants .shut or ojionod tlioir gates 
with a trombliiig hand, behold from the walls the Ihmios of thoir Iiouhiss, and 
hoard tlio lamoutations of thoir lirothrcn, who woro coupled iogothor liko 
dogs, and dragged away into distant slavery beyond tlio sea and the moun¬ 
tains. Tho Caiupagim of Uoino was speedily reduced to tho state of a dreary 
wilderness, in which tho laud Is harron, tho waters arc impure, and tho fiir is 
iiifootioua. 

Curiosity and amhition no longer attracted tho iiutions to tho enpilal of 
lho world s but if clinnoo or necessity directed the .stops of a wandering' striiu- 
gor, bo contompUited with horror tho vacancy and solitude of tho city, and 
miglit be iomptod to ask, Where i.s tho «onutc, and wliorc are the people'/ 
In a season of excessive rain.s, tho Tiber swelled above its hanks, and nislHjd 
with iri’OKifiUhle violciuio into the valleys of Che Seven Hills. A peslileuUul 
disease arose from the slagnatiou of tho deluge, and so rapid was the coiUa- 
gion, that foiirscoro persons expired in mi hour, in tlio niidst of a solemn 
proco.sslou which implored tlio moriiy of Heaven. 

A sociuly ill Avliich nuirriugo is onoouragcil and iiidustr}' pi'ovails, soon 
repair.s the accidental losses of pcstilonco and Avar; but as Ihe fiir groiitur 
part of tho lloniau.s was coiuleinnotl to hopeless indigence Eiml cclihiuiy, tho 
depopuUiLion Avas constant and visible, and tho gloomy onthiisiusls inight 
expect tho approaching fiiilnro of tho human race. Yob tlio nuinbor of 
citizens still exceeded tho meusuro of snbHistcnce; tlioir proearioiis food 
was supplied from tho harve.sls of Sicily or ligypt; and the frequent rnpe- 
tibioii of famine betrays the inattention of the emperor to a distant jn'ovineo. 
The edifices of Home Avorc exposed to tlio siiino ruin and decay; tlio nioul- 
doring fabrics were easily overthrown by inviudalions, tomposls, and eavih- 
quakes ; and lho monks, Avho had occupied tho mo.sl udvantagooiiB Hlal-ion.s, 
oxiilied in thoir base triumph over tho rniiw of antiquity. 

It is ooininonly believed, that Popo Gregory I atUiokod lho tomples, Und 
niutilfitod the statues, of Lho city j that by llio coimnand of tho barliiirian, tho 
Palatine library Ava.s rcdiiood to ashes; and that tho history of Jdvy avus 
biio peculiar mark of his absurd and misohiovous fiuuilicism^ 'Idio Avriliiigs 
of Gregory hiinsolf reveal his imidauablo aversion to the moiunnonta of classic 
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g’eiiius I iiiul Iio points liia severosb censuro ttgainst Lha profane learning of a 
Bishop, who U\nght tho art o£ graivimar, stndied the Latin poela, and pro- 
nonneecl -with tlio saino voico llio praises of Jupiter and those of Clirisl. 
But the ovidonec of his tlostructivo rage is doubtful and recent; the toniple 
of Peace, or tlio theatre of Marcollus, have been doinolislied by the slow 
operation of ages, and a formal proseription would liave multiplied the copies 
of Virgil and Ijivy in the countries which were not subject to the ecclesias¬ 
tical dictator. 

Like Tliobes, or Babylon, or Carthago, tlio name of Homo might have beOn 
erased from the earth, if tbo city had not lieon animated by a vital principle, 
which ngdiii ruatorod her to honour and douiiiiion.w 


THE JiOiMBAJtD KIKOH (03(1-712 A.U.) 

Thcudelinda had ohosou for her luisbuiul and co-ruler, the Thuringian 
duke Agilulf who reigned from 690 to 015. Under these two tlio Ariaii 
Loiubarda kept peace with tlio Catliolio clmroli,und Pope Gregory the Great, 
who is more fully troivtcd wndor tho history of tho papacy, deserves honour 
for arranging tho potioo and preventing a conspiracy to massacrcj the Lom¬ 
bards as tho French ^vcro Initclicrcd on tho day of tlio Sicilian Vespers, 

Agilulf was ioUowtal by Adalwald (Adoloidd), 015-1324, and ho by Ari- 
wald (Arioald), (i2-I-030, who was followed by Ilothari (036-062).« 

Thom tho iiino when Eothari eatablislmd tbo Ijombard monurcliy by liis 
.strong luuid, to the reign of Liutprand, tho first king who deliberately con¬ 
ceived tlio design of uniting tho whole of lUdy under his scoptro, tho throne 
of Pavia passctl through many vkussitudoH, and tho monarchy could only 
maintain its authority with difliculty against the pfiwur of the aspiring 
nobles, and of tho dukes in particular. Rodwuld, ilie .son of Ilothari, hav¬ 
ing been assaH.sinatod, after a reign of barely six months (662), by a Lombard 
whom ho had grievously insultod, loyalty to tho memory of QuecnTheudelinda 
led tlio nation to sot Ivor nopliow Arlbort, tho son ol Gundwald of Asti, on tho 
throne. Tho voigu of this vuouaroh (G6H-G61), tho first Catliolio king of 
tlic Lombards, is shrouded in olwcnrity. According' to the dispositions made 
hy him on liis deathbed, his two youthful sons, Godobert and Perctarit, 
wore to divide his dominions, one fixing Ins capital at Pavia and the otlier 
at Milan. 'Phe consoqueiico of this ill-jiulgod arrnngoment was a fratrieidnl 
civil v'ar. Both bolligorontH apjiealcd for aid to Giimwald, duko of Bene* 
vonto, uiid thus gave this i)owor[iil and ambitious ruler tho opportunity of 
plaoing the crown on lu.s own head (062-071). He oiitorod Pavia as tlio 
ally of Godebert; but seixod tho lir.st favourable inomenfe to murder tho 
young king. Thereupon Perctarit of Milan, tho otlior brotlior, dreading 
a like fate for him.self, lied to the Avars, leaving his wife llodelinda and bis 
infant son Cuninebort behind him. 

Grimwald, wlvo liad mtirriod the daiightoi* of Arlbort, then ruled tho 
Lombard kingdom for ten years with vigour and prudenco, and successfiilly 
I’opGllodthe attiielrs of the P’ranlm on the west and of the (Ireeks on the east. 
When ii Lombard duke, Luinis of Friuli by name, refused to swear allcgianco 
to him, lie instigated the eluigan of the Avars to make war on tiio recalcitrant 
jiobh 3 . Tho disloyal govornor and tho majority of his comrades in arms 
foil in a four days' battle against tiie barbarians (^GCS). Tlio Avars, liowoyer, 
obstinately refused to ovacuato tho territory which they had purchasod with 
their blood. Grimwald was forced to mustor an army to coerco them, but 
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lie avoidccl giving battle and ultimately succeeded lu’tifico in inducing 
Ilia savage visitijrs to 'withdraw. In order to aecuro liiinaolf against revolt 
and disloyalty for ilic future, he conferred the most important dukedoms on 
bis own adbovonta and friends, taking care to bestow the municipal terri¬ 
tories (civitates) upion persons who were not native to tlio respective cities 
and so had no ties to llie soil. Accordingly Henevento fell to the share o£ 
his son RomwaUl; Spoleio to his faithful coinmde Transanuiiul, on whom lie 
also bestowed liia dnughter in mai-riuge; and the duchy of Friuli to Weclitari 
of Viceiv/a. 

Grimwiikl was nevertlicleas unable to secure tlio crown for his own lino. 
Death had hardy closed the fornndahlo niomu'ch’s eyes before Poretaril was 
conducted from the frontier to Pavia and proclaimed king amidst loud 
rejoicings, while Garihakl, GrimwakPs son, disappeared from tho scone. 
Of Perctnrit’.s subsequent reign (CTl-CSO^, lu which lie associated his son 
Cunincbcrt (G8G-700) with him in the government, wo know nothing 
except that he waged a protracted war wltli Alains, duke of Triont, who 
had rebelled against him. After tlio death of Pcrctarit the struggle took a 
turn so unfavouruhle to tho royal eauso that Alahis, who in the inoantimo 
had added the duchy of Brescia to that of Trkmt, luarclied into Pavia, forced 
the king to take relugo on an island in fyako Como, and proclaimed InnisoU 
king, His reign was briof. Deaertion and treuohcry weakened his cause, 
and ho fell in a deoislvo battle against Cuiiinchctl not far from Como. Cu- 
lunchorb fcliou took up his residence once more in the royal palace at Pavia. 


DKOMNK Ol>' TH15 LOMBAllD KINfJDOM 

Under Cuninobort’s son TnutboH, wbo succeeded as a minor under the 
guardiunship of Duke Ansprand, the kingdom of Loinhardy fell on evil days, 
liaginberfc, the son of Crodebert, a scion of tho royal house, who had risen in 
tho roigii of Cuiiinohort to tho rank of Duko of Turin, now advanced pre¬ 
tensions to the throne. Ansprand and his ally, Rothuri of Bergamo, wore 
del’eatod on the Hold of Novara, wlioro tlio fortunes of Italy have so often 
boon decided, llagiuhovt did not long .survive Ids victory j l)iit his son Ari- 
bert iiniiutaiuod his claima and won a second victory over the opposite party 
at Pavia. Ansprand escaped to tho island in Lake Como whore (bnunchort 
had formerly found refuge ; tho young king foil into tho hands of the 
victora. lloUiarL withdrew to his own duchy of Bergamo, hut expiated lus 
sliort-lived dream of sovereignty (for ho had aspired to tho throne liiinsolf) 
by an untimely death in prison at 'Purin. 'I'lio ill-starred Liuthort was 
murdered in his hath about tho same time, and Anspi'aiul was forced to leave 
his last refuge on Italian .soil and floe across the Alp.s. 

Arihort now reigned at Pavia without a rival (TOl-Tlli). But stronn- 
ously us ho strove to curb tlic power of the dukes and to win jioimhn'ity by 
the justice of his adminisiraiiim, ho was unablo to maintain his sovereignty. 
l<^or oighl( yeara Ansprand had waited in vain at tlio court of the duke of 
Bavaria for tho aid he de.sirod. In the ninth it was granted. lie entered 
upper Italy at the head of an imposing force “ to .set upon liis own head the 
crown he had not been able to keep for his ward.” Arihorl, though not 
defeated in the field, lost heart and absconded lo Pavia. A mutiny avoso in 
the army in consequence, tho king’s II fo seemed to he in danger, and he re¬ 
solved u]5on flight. Ill) tried to swim tho Ticino, i)ut the weight of l.he gold 
ho had Lakim with liiin dragged him down and ho was drowned. Tlie reins 
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of government wore then assumed (712) by Anaprand, “ a man of conspioii- 
oua valour and rare wisdom.” Ho Imd only tlireo montha to enjoy the good 
fortune for which lio had atrivon .so long ; but on Ida death-bed he had the 
joy of seeing his son Liutprand raised to the throne and acknowledged Icing 
in a solemn assembly of the people.» 


IIKEON oil* LTUTPRAND (712-7d4 A.D.) 

Between the 6 th and 13tli of Juno, 712, which is tlio date, ns nearly as we 
can fix it, when h'hivins Liutprand camo to tho throne, he was, according to 
all records, in the prime of his manhood. IIo Loolc to wife a Bavarian prin¬ 
cess, Guntrud, tho ohild of 'I'lieudibort, who boro him a daughter, tboir only 
offspring. Tho exact time of his marriage ia not known. It took place nob 
long after Aribort of tho Cottiaii Alps made lii.s donation to the Roman 
church ; the your in which Gregory II became pope. If this circumstance 
is taken in ooniioctioii with tho fact that botwocn 715-710 the Bavarian duke, 
Tlieodo T (Thoudibort^s father), undertook a journey to Romo, highly im¬ 
portant to the cloricul interosts of Bavaria, it cannot be doiilited that this 
duke, wlioso house had so long boon allied in friendship with Liiitprn-nd, 
must luivo linriod in Pavia to aee tho king, and that ul this interview tho 
further tie a luarrlago alUuuco wcw tot dlBOussed, 

Tlio iiiliinato relations betwooii tho Bavarians and Lombards lasted up to 
a lato period j thoy wore at ono time noigUbours in Paniioniii, and earlier 
still thoro arc autliontioatod aooounts of thoir being related as is shown by 
tlio oloso rcHombhinoe in tlioir customs and spooch. Most of our information 
drawn from the oarliost Bavarian olironiclos, wo owo to Paulus,?^ tho his¬ 
torian of the Loiubui'ds, hlvou boforo these latter wandered into Italy tlie 
marriage of Wiilderada, widow of Tlieudobald of Austrasia and daugliLer 
of tlio luombai'd Waclio, luul taken plaoo with Gjivibidd, llie first duko of 
Bavaria, undur whoso roign that country becaiiio in fact ii dopondenoy 
of Franco, 

Tho oarlicr theory that tho Bavarians wore onco among tho Alboin 
pcoploH 1 ms, it is true, boon onorgelically opposed, but, as tiie author of this 
liistory bcliovos, without grounds. Evon as far hack ns tho three kings in 
Italy, Authari took to wife a Bavarian priucoss, tlio mncli-ehronielGd Thoii- 
dolinda, who gave to tho kingdom a now dynasty, — if Huch a word can be 
used in speaking of tho Lombards—and to a cortaiu oxtent, a now faith. 

Many traces arc to bo found of tlio HubMC(|iiont intercourse between the 
two races, but a close and really important cuiinoolioii did not, so far as can 
bo discovered from tho scanty sources of information at our disposal, occur 
until tho time of King Ansprand. 

Tliciulo 1 luul divided his country into five purls, of which he ko])t one 
for himsolf, assigning tho romaining four divisions to his four sons —Theudi- 
bert, Grhnwtdd, Tassilo II, and Theodobald. lludliart’s supposition was that 
'rhoiiclibort, with whom tho Lombards camo almo.st oxolnsively into touch, 
Icopt tlio Houtli division, adjoining Liutpi'and’s kingdom, logother with the 
sou of Salzburg. 

After Tlioodobald’s early death his iiilioritaiico foil to his surviving 
brotliors ; and the same was tho case with Thooclo’s laud after lus deatli 
in 717 or in 722, 

Ill tho year 724 'J'lioiulibort also died. Ho seems to Imvo exercised n 
kind of Buproiuacy over his brothov. Ho loft liohind him a son, Iluopert, 
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brotlier-iu-lttw to Liutprand; when, as piesently happened, Grimwald wislied 
to make himself supremo ruler in Bavaria, and to overthrow IIuoperL, he 
turned to his neighboura over the border for help. He received it, and it 
\VR 3 on this oooasioii tlial Liutprund built some forts on thoEtsoh (Adige). 


LIUTPHAMD AND MALITKL 

Tlio wnncleriiiga of the Bavarian clukca liad given anoilior powerful 
uoighbour, Cliarlos Martel, the ruler of tlio Franks, the opportunity of in- 
lorforing ^vith them. There are proofs that friendly intercourse existed 
hutweoii the Frank.s and tlio Lombards, oven before the latter migrated 
to Italy. Tlieudcljert 1, one of the few descendants of Clovus who has left an 
honourable name in history, was wedded to AVisigarda, n chuigliter of King 
AVaclio, whose second daughter, AYnlderada, was the Aust wife of Theudebald, 
tlio illegilimiite sou of tho successor of Tlioudebort. All friendly rehitioiiM 
between tliose two peoples ccaaod with Alboin, who, before ho married tho 
notorious Rosamund, look to wife a daughter of CloUiir I, luiiued eitlicr Cloto- 
Buinda or Flulswinda, and after his time we find Ihoin oiiposod and hostile 
to Olio anotliGi*. At first during tlio years 5G8, .071, 57:2, 574, and 575, there 
wore only insigiulloant batUo.% brought about by tho incursions of the Lom¬ 
bard tribes who wore not yet soUlod in Iho Frankisli torritory. More seri¬ 
ous, and not exactly condneivo to faiuo or aucimss for tho Franks, wore the 
wars which Oluldebort II, in pursuiinoo of an ngrocinent made l>y liiiu with 
tlio East Roman emperor, Iiimaelf conducted against AuLbavi down to the 
yoiir 590, It was only under Agilulf that ponce was actually semurod in 591. 

In 505, in connection with tho marriage of King* Adalwald witli a daughtor 
of Theiulohert If, a bond of “ everlaHtiiig peace hoiwoon tho Franks and Lom- 
l)ai’dfi”was sworn to. AYo aro also told by Vaulus that JCing (trlinwald 
almost completely annihilutod a Frunklsli host, which luul passed from Pro¬ 
vence into upper Italy, but no exact date is IiirniHlied. It was only whoa 
undev the strong rule of iho iirsL CurloviiigiiinH on the onu liaiul and of LiuL- 
jDi’aiid on tho otlier, when order was to somo extent restored in both king¬ 
doms, that tlie two rulers once more appi’oached one uuotlicr with a viow to 
tho disoxiHMiou of a foreign policy. In 72.5 CharloH Miirtol undertook liis Arst 
eanipjiign, in order to pul the Ihivarians in iiiiiid of Ihalr loiig-forgoLLeii d(5- 
pciidonce on tho Franks. Tlioro Jiro no elironiclos wliich tell us whelhor or 
not Liulprand then came into coininuiiicatiou with Ids great coiiLoin[)oi‘ai'y, 
But it is certain that a good uiidcr.staiuliug existed between them in the years 
which followed, u frieiidsliip whieli only grow eloser witli time. This is 
proved chiolly by tho fact that Cluu’lc.s Martel, ialiis tluL’tie.s, sent liis youth¬ 
ful son Peiiiii (bcirii 71*1 or 716) to tho Lombard king that tho Icing miglit 
out oil his hair “according to tlie custom.” Tliis Liiitpraud did, assuining 
by this not llie place of second father to tho young man, afterwards sending 
him home, cnriclied by many presents. Aceording to two later ehronielors 
(Ihiu'lcs had tlicn already coucludoil aualliuiieo with Liutprand, an assertirm 
wliicli the liisUu'ian lui-s nitlior deduced from later oecuiTOUceH, than laised 
upon any exact knowlcdgo of tho actual facLs. 

AVheu tho Saracens again invaded Gaul, and had pusliod on into Prnvonco, 
Charles sent envoys houring presonts to Liulprand, and aslccd him for assist¬ 
ance, ^v]lich was granted. 'Hie report of a T^omburd army in the ncigli- 
bourliood was sulllciont to induce the “unbelievers,'’ who Imd roiielicd Llio 
valley uf Susa, to retreat, and to tho ubandontnent of Arles (Arelalo), 
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LIUTPllAND AND THIS ITALIAN rOWUliS 

Tho Dxpoditiona 1«> Bftvtvvia jukI Ifranco ai*o ilie only ones Liiitpraiul 
undertook oiiLsido of Italy. Even within tho peninsula his predecessoi’s had 
not left him very much to do, Tho change of rulers repeatedly enforced in 
tho second half of tho sovonth and tho beginning of the eighth century was, 
of ooiu’SQ, anything hut advantageous to the aggrandisomeutof tlio Lombard 
royal house. The loading forces in tho country, tho dukes, whose power 
dated from tho oarliost monarchical tinaca in Italy, mado what use they could 
of tho intornooino discord to assort their own authority, 

At tho oxtromo point of iadopondoncoof tho crown stood tho Beneventine 
dukes, who from timo immomorial had niiiiiitaincd a uniquo position in the 
south, boing iiidood rocogniHod hy constitutional law ns almost indeiJenclcnt 
of tlie kingly power. Tlioy traced bade their origin to royal blood, to 
Duke GlisulC of Eriuli, a bvolhor of Alboin. 

In 78L Liutprand found an opportunity to intorfero in Beneventine 
ulTairs. Ho oamo in porson to Bonovonto, and took away with him his 
grand-nephew who wua not of ago, whilst in hU placo ho installed his nephew 
(irogory, leaving him poucorully ostublisUod before 3io roturned. 

Gregory, uftor a roigii of about sovon years, mot lus death by violence 
iu 788. By this tinio tlio o])pouonl8 in south Lombardy hud chosen a duke 
for IhoinsolvQS in tho porsoa of tho othorwiao unknown Gottsohalk. Whether 
ho had any ooiiuoction and if ho, of what kind, with tlio native princely houiso 
ia not to ho learned from any of tho records. According to Pauhisi>lio ruled 
for three ycai'a, 788 or 781) to 742. In tho last year, as Liutpnind having 
complotoly subjugated ypoloto betook hiiusolf to an cx 2 ) 0 cliLion against Bono¬ 
vonto, (TOttsohulk was attacked by tho Bonovcntincs, who were liostilo to 
liiin, and killod, 'lliius Liutprand on his arrival found his way clear, and 
placed Ilia groat-ne])how, now grown to inan’H ostuto, upon tlio ducal throne 
as Gisulf II. Ho tlidii rcturiiod to l^aviu, and troin that timo had no occa¬ 
sion to intorforo furClior in Bonovonto. In Siioloto a similar state of things 
WHS tho consoquonco of similar cirouinstunocs. 

Tho Friulian princos owo thoir diHtiiigiiishcd position to tho iirovinco 
wliioh Alboin “lent to lus cousin Gisnlf, hia marpalin^' and whioli was 
ocoupiod by tho flower of tho Lombard warriors, and more particularly 
owing to tho oircumsLanco tlial it formed tho frontier whioh was so much 
oxposod to tho attacks of tho Avars. After tho frightful dofoal, whioh 
Gisulf had oiico suHtainod from tho Avars, llio Lombards boro thomsolves 
inunfully undor constantly vooiiiTing attacks; tho sons and Hnci;os3or8 of tho 
lir.st dukes, Tikso and Cacoo, succooding in oxtoiidiug their territory as far 
as wliat was afterwards called the Wimlisohhouiulury-land, tho Slav inhahit- 
ants of which paid tribute to Friuli iijj to tim timo of tho duko Uatchis. A 
second groat defeat wliicli Duko Fordulf sufforod at tho turn of tho sovonth 
eontuiy seoinod to have no further eousuquoiiccs. 

Not long after Ferdulf^s death, Avhich waa followed by a short iutorreg- 
nnni, Poinnio, father of two kings of widely difforout characters, King RaLchia 
and Aistulf, rooeivod the dulccclom from Aribort 11. Ills reign sooina to 
liavG boon a long ono, extending over forty yoara-—‘that is, far into the time 
of Liutprand. Ili.s first ondoiivonr was to lioal tlio woiinda which For- 
dnK’H raslmoas had inflicted upon his country. By a victory in tho neigli- 
hoiu’hnod of Villach lio sitocoodod in Bonding homo a newly arrived tribe 
of Hhvva (Avars) after they had boon sovoroly punished. Ho couoliided a 
2 )eueo with liis eiiomy, who from lluit timo forward cberi.^^hed a salutary 
II. V. — voi„ vn. 3 q 
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respect for the EriuUiin arms. In laLer years, liowcver, by liis contlict ’with 
Oallistus, patriarch of Aquiloia, ho drow on liimsoK tlio serious displcnsuro 
of the king wliich Gveiitually led to the loss of his cUikodoni. Till then, the 
])ati'iiireha, not being soouro in their own dominions from the oiimity of the 
JCasL Romans, had tilwaya I’osiderl at Connona, but Callistua, who was a 
“very olegaiifc nobleman” and moreover a particular favourite of Lint' 
prand, who had assiatecl him to the attaiiunont of his dignity, found the 
reaidcnce of his preclocosaors in authority too unclistinguished, and decided 
to remove to Friuli, which appeared to him far more suitable. Unfortu¬ 
nately, there already resided hero, with tho oonsont of the dukes, the bisliop 
of the neighhouring’ Tulia Carnictt, whoso sec was at that time held by 
Amntor. The ambitious, high-spirited patriarch drove him, without eeri>- 
mony, from his own house, and coolly look po.sse8sion of it. Pemmo, wlio 
witnessed this proceeding, but with great disfavour, was not prepared to 
allow such a tiling to hapiion in his own town. JIc arvesLod Oallistus, wliose 
life was for some tinio in danger, kept him in prison, and “lob him eat the 
bread of sorrow.” AYlien Uiiitprand was informed of tho ojipression of one 
of Jiis proteges ho look onergotic measures, deposed tho reigning duke and 
installed in Ids stead, Ratchis, the dulco’s older son. 

Soon after Ins appointment, ho undertook a snccessrul expedition to 
devastate tho Slav population in Oiirinthia, willi tlio inlontion of giving 
them II warning against any invasion of Ins territory. Witli tliis our infor¬ 
mation conoorniiig the liistory of Friuli during the r<ngn of Jnutpvand comes 
lo an end. 


LIUITUANI), Tnii 1*01*13, AN1> (JON.STANTINOUIUO 

When Liutprand came to the throne, Peter Goimtanlinu was pope at 
Romo (708-7ib) and uppeurod to have no relations witli tlie Lonihard king. 
'The first liiiit of any eonuuimicatiou liotwooii the two powers reliitos to a 
donation of occlosiastical properties from tlio Cottian Alps, whieh King Ari- 
bert II had once inado to Popo Joliu VII (705-707) and wliioli Liutprand, 
on his aooossion, now confirmed lo (Joimtantino I, after whose death tlio gift 
was revoked, but (iimUy, on tho rc((uc8b of Gregory II, again renewed. 

yomowhere about tliis your (717-718) imiy be dated tlio first split between 
the ISiiat llomana and tho Xjomb!H’d.s, and indeed it was tlio Boinivontinoa wlio 
■were responsible for the first ]io.slilitios. It uppoar.s that Gonstantinoide 
poasesaed n not inconsiderable district in tlic heart of the IhineYOiitu lorrU 
tory, a duchy which comprised among other towns Naples, Aimilli, Sorrento, 
Misonum, Putooli, and Gumto. In a time of peace, Ronnvald II soi/ed upon 
tlie last-named town whieh was fortified and thcroforo of soino imjmrtance. 
Gregory II, who at this time, previous to tho dispute about ieonoclasni, was 
well disposed towards tho Byzaiitines, interposed witli argununiL, throats of 
displeasure, and doiinnuls for I'ostitution, but in vain. Finally lie induced 
the Greek duke, John of Naples, to intorvone, which was from tho first his 
obvious duty. John marched into Cuinuj in the disid of niglit and took 
pDHse.ssion of the place; three luindrod Lombards, among iliom one Giistiild, 
met their death, and five hiuulrod were led captive to Nuiiles. As a reward 
(Gregory gave John of Naples 70 pounda in gold, which lie laid promised him 
if he would undertake the business. 

Liutprand was nob personally nlVeclcd by this ;^)rooeoding, as Ronovontn 
had at that tinio nothing to do with the Lombard kingdom and existed as an 
imlopimdent duchy. 
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Shico UlO opttii oulUriiak of tlio qvmvt^l about the images, (us desorlbeil 
previously under tlio liistory of Leo the laauriau and Jiiorc fully under tlio 
papacy), however,^ ho showed himself mimionl first to tho extension of the 
Ginporor'a poaseasioiis in Itiily, and in piirauanco of tho same policy, to 
Romo as wol], which nominally at least was still under imperial rule. 

TJio sides talcon in tho oonfiicta which followed, although varying from 
time to time, may bo given briefly as follows: On one side Liutprand against 
East Rome — tho lawful emperor and ho never being ou friendly terms; 
on tho other tlio pope — an unequivocal oiieiny to tho emperor over since 
the image quarrel, but none tho loss no sincere ally of tho T.ombavd king, 
whose evor-exlonding power he 
\Yorkod. iu every way to covrnler- 
act, wliilst keeping on the alert 
lest his machinations to this end 
slioiild advance the lly/antino in¬ 
terests. He also, when occasion 
offered, called in the aid of tho 
Renoventino and Spoletino clulcos. 

Tlie coulliot was initiated by 
Liutprand at a time highly favour¬ 
able to his main desire wlildu there 
can bo no doubt, was that all Italy 
should bo united into one kingdom 
under u Lombard king, — namely 
in tho your 72(1, when by his oner- ,.v 

f fotio iitiauk upon the iconodul<5s In / 

118 own lorrilory, tho emperor hud 
raised about him an utmosphoro of 
liittornoss and insurrccUou, had cs- 
peoifilly made si lasting oiKuuy of 
the bishop iji Romo who wu» re¬ 
garded by western Europe as the 
lioad of the Oliristian ohuveb and 
was by no means in a position to 
combat the robollions in his Italian 
provinoos, or to koep his unwilling 
vassals uudor his empire. All 
iheso clrenmaliuiocs eoinhinctl to 
help Liutprand in his enterprise — the oxtuiisiuii of liis own power at tho 
cost of that of llio empire. No oim could have understood better how to 
turn tho mistakes miulo in Romo and CkmHlantiuoplo to auconnt. 

About 72d tlio X^ombards posse-ssed thoiuselvo.s of tins I'ortillL’d town of 
Narnia (Ntiriii), which at that time belonged to Eastern Uoiuc. After that 
Tviutprand himself marcihocl at the hrml of tho united foi-ccs of liis kingdom 
(< 7 e?iiiraii niofioiir. facta) upon Ravenna, the centre of the Ryzautiue power 
iu Italy. After a siogo lusting many days lie .succeeded at least in taking 
Classis, tho port of Havonna, which he destroyed, after nuokmg it with great 
profit to himself. 

'Die cin])(5ror, iiisLoad of yielding to (h-egory H, ut least in niijioiiranre, 
and so Hceuriug liis usHistaiico in rosistiug the oncroachinciitH made by Liut- 
praiid, still furihor widened tho gulf Ijotwoon the popo and hiinsolf by liis 
stubborn and ungracious doinoanonr. Tho consequencos woro not slow to 
follow. Even If the many altompUs against Ida life and position described 
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ill Llio liioo’mpKy nf the pope ai*u rather imaginary (and duo to Dig droad tVlb 
ill lioino of Leo III) tlimi atUckK wliich ncUuiUy oecurrud, thoy novortholosH 
give 118 ilio right idea of tliQ toinjior in Koiiio at that tinio; thoro is no doubt 
Uiat tlio iippointniout of a now popo favoured by tlio ompovor and who might 
bo romoroa Lo Conatantinople, wiia coatoiuplated in Ital^. Tlio faot of ii 
liitor suucosaf 111 uuderatauding between the two, such an tjregorovhis and 
SohlosHOi- would have us accept, hua no aiithoiiticatcd probability. In 728- 
729 Liutprand and Eutychius were still noting in conr-ort against llio popo 
and his frionds; and the imperial edict oE 728, whorciu ‘‘all images oE angels, 
saiiiU, and inarbyrH wore proscribed under penallies” shows no iiiolinaiion 
towards roeonciriation. Wlictlior tho LomhavdH, who dofendod llio pope at 
the Ponto Salario against tho forces of Eutychius and the exarch Paulns, 
which wore approiicTiing to depose him from the papal cluiir, acted iiudcv 
instructions from Liutpmnd, or from Traiiaamund II, duke oE iSjioleLo, or 
on their own iuitiativi;, we cannot discover from the Vita Q-mforii^'' irliich 
cimiains the reoard. 

Accordingly whilnl a state of great uonfusiou and warfare prevailed hotli 
in the east and west oE Ital^^, as well as in tl»o district .surrounding Naples, 
Ijiutpraucl contimujd his victorious career. 

To ruvour tho Greeks was not his idea, ho long us tho pope gave him no 
ofCoiKJO} luorcoYor ho had a oortuiii awe of the churoli, and of its )u»ad, which 
Jic never uprooted from his inner nature. Hosidi's, UiH situation, indepeudont 
of both sides aiui thuroCoro alicrnalcly feared and eourtc'd by iiolli, was tho 
best possible for facilitating tho oxoeution of his ambitious and far-reuelung 
pi’ojools. 

Ill Soiiioiubov of tho year 727 till SejiLoiubor 728 ho addressed himself to 
a noighbourhond quUc dangerously in the vicinity of Homo, seizing Iho town 
of Sutrium ^Siitri), wliicli, llko tho strip of country botweem tho diikedoma ofc' 
Spoleto and i'usoany was not yot incorporated with the Lombard Icingdom. 
liy (lint of inuoh porsimsion and still nuum gold, he oonseulod I'lO days lalor 
lo rotui'u this piece of hn-ritory, and h'avo Iluj popo in possossion, “tho ilrst 
prc'seiilation of a town to the eliurch” — “Ihe iir.st gorm of tlio ponlilioul 
state out.sldo tlio walls of Homo.” 

The following year after ilio subjection already mcniionod, of Spololo 
and rienovouio, lie followed Eutychius against Home, and en(juni]>od on tho 
Noi’oniau inuadows to ilm great dismay of tho inhaliitants. Ncverthcloss llio 
matter was coiuluelod to a pouocablo issue. After a touching (jonforoiicn 
witli C4rogory II iho Lombard king not only oommcnced no hoslililios, Imt 
Hhowed all possible re.speet to tho papal l.hroiio, at the aamo tinio ouniioning 
tho popo to place himsidf on a boiler fooling with Eutychius, and Ins (Lint- 
])raiul’H) otlior allies. For lliis reason tho idea of a serious alliance having 
existed botweou Liutprand and Mm oiii[»eror euuiiot bo outortaimnL 

Not long afl<jr, on the 11th of Ecl)ntary, 731, (hvgory II died. Under tho 
rule of Ills HUfluoMsor, Cirogory III, an enlhiiHiastio imagC'Worsbipjior, whoso 
life in tho Liber Pontijkaliss is very scantily and uiisalisfaetorily told, “ the 
Homan dislricL was brought under the eontrul of tho aouursed Lombards, 
undor llio king Liutprand himself,” a .sentence wliieh must not, of course, ho 
Inlcou ULorally, and which unfortiiiiatoly standa without further ox])lanation. 

Trobahly the docado in which Gregory III sat on the .stool of St. Potor, 
Avas tho period during which tlioso events look place wliioli are only rohiiod 
liy Paulua Diacoinis.J’ 'fo give un even raodoratoly corroet chronology of the 
SRqmMiro of ovoiila would bo a hopeless ondoavoiU'. Tlio battles against 
lla* East Uonian.s wliioli arc boro montionod, are confined to those in the 
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uxarohatu ol Ravenna. Wliorevcr the king himself led the iighl, he always 
eaiuo off victor ((iccortlliig to Panlus), whilst in liis iibsouco the Lombards 
sustained intiiiv rebuffs. In Iho hist year of Gregory III the complica¬ 
tions botwoen Ilomo and Liutprand n.ssiimod a very serious aspect, tlie iiitcr- 
veiilion of the pope in Lombard affairs, which were pnroiy secular, coating 
him dear. 

It now appear.s to have been only by lavish expeiuliturc that lia was able 
to establisluv fdoiully undorstaiiding. The forlross Gallcse, iioiih of Nepi 
on tho Tiber, till now the object of so nmcli de.sirc, was I'csignecl by Spoleio 
to the Duoutiis llomanus, i.e., noiniiially to the Kast iloiniin kingdom, but in 
reality to tho Patrimonium Petri. ^Ve have delinitc inforn-iation that a 
formal treaty followed between tho pope on the one side and the dnko.'? of 
Spoleto and llonevento on tho olhor, with tho oxpre.ss purpose of restoring 
and protecting tho autonomous rights of the dukes and safe-guarding both 
Llio easioi’ii and western po.ssossioii.s of tho pope from the oliitehe.s of Liut- 
pvancl. 

When, tlierofore, in 7fl8, tlio king eommonoed a oainpaign in ilio Uonian 
district in whioli tlio neighbourhood, particularly tho clmrcli property in it, 
was not spared, the two dukes refused to anawor tlio suinnions of Liutpvand 
to follow and talco part in tho spoliation. T'lioroupon LiuLprnnd abandoned 
the idea of llmwo, and marched next against tho insuYreetionavy duko of 
Spoleto through tho dovasiaiod t«u*ritory of Campania. Transamund did 
not vonturo to mulco any stand against him, but Hod i)i the diroctiou of 
Romo to Gregory III. IUldoric was promoted l)y tho king to bo duko in 
his stead, and assumed control, probably during Juno, 711!). Liutpraiicl iioxl 
appealed urgently to the pope for the surroudor of tl\c insurroctianavy vas¬ 
sals, but, as iniglit have been expected, without .success, Patricius tho East 
Roinun, and Duko Stephanus the cominaiidor of the li'(jo])S in tlio Reman 
duchy both sotting tliomsolvos in koon opposition to LiatpraiupH desires. 
Tlie latter jvvonged himself by .seizing four towns. After accomplLsliing this 
as well as a siege of tho Holy City, ho roUirued in August, 7S0, to Pavia. 
A loLtor, the second ivrittou by Gregory JU in 739 to CharlcH Martel, which 
has boon preserved, gives a description of tho poverty and anxiety in tho 
Pa])iil domiiiioiiH, and is a vorilnblo nnislorpioco of tlio ineane.st perfidy, in 
M'hicli ho adjures Oharles Mnrtol b^ tlio keys of tho Holy Scpulolirc, wliioli ho 
had pvcsonled to him, to lend Ins help and sUeugUi against the dreaded 
Iviutpraud. 

.Scarcely had tlio king witlidrawn when TniiiHuinuml II, aided by tlio 
ii'oopH of tlio Rnmiin diutliy which wore loft with him in tho confidenco that 
lio would regain the towns lost to tho Romans, iippliod hinisoU' to rc-assum- 
ing tlio sovereign power. Tho ontiro Uoimui militury force invaded tho 
dukedom of Spolotn in. two columns, oiio town after another siUTondorod 
after a short r(5siHtaiico, and in Dccombor, 739, T'rnnsainuncl entered his capi¬ 
tal in state ; Ilildoric being removed byimirdor. “And at this lime thorn 
^vas a great disipiiotude among tho Lombardians, ns (he Reiievontiiies and 
iSpolotiiuiH ftUied tliciuHolvoH with the Rouuiun,” 

Now that Tinnsumuiul again felt liunself in somo inoiiHure aecuro in liifl 
(luohy it was in vain that tlio pope and Patricius adnioniBhed him to fulfil 
his promi.so, and wrest from the king the four townn whiuli had been lost 
through his moans. Tlio eudoavoiir wii.s next made to gain posso.ssion of 
thoiu liy friendly meima, through tho modiatimi of tlio Lombardian bishoji, 
to whom on iho l6th of Ootobor, 710, Gregory IH dospalolindn pressing lettor. 
All was in vain. Already there wore now portents of evil, already Liut- 
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l)riind -Wtis arming hiniKolf for a new campaign uguinst Koiuo, wlion, bofovo 
tlio Hiorm broke, came tlie death of Gregory III on tlic 29th of November, 
741, live weeks after OhEirlefi Martel, five moutlw after the emperor Loo HI, 
Iho Iflaurinii, his implncable foe ; Zacliarins, his Rueccssor, omiseorated oji 
Decetnber 3rd, being left behind to quench tlio firo want of foresiglit had 
allowed to break out. 

Zacdiariaa, a Greek, and, as his clironiclcrs lolls us, an uunsually mild and 
virLiious ruler, was wise enough to sec that, with a man of Liutpvnnd’s char¬ 
acter, the sensible and jnost advantageous eoursc was to got upon good terms. 

The now pope, not long after his consecration, sent a legation to Pavia, 
whose special nilssioii was to negotiaLo the rostitiition of the four towns 

which two years jircviously luid been wi'ung from the 
Raman duchy. LLutpraud put no gi-eat dillieultica 
in the way, and promised tlic desired oonepHHiou. In 
exchange ho domunded that the pope Bhonld plaiio 
llio Roman troops at his disposal for the campaign lie 
was planning to suhdue tiio faithleRs T'ranHanmnd. 
Uy this combimition XmnHjimund was bereft of all 
hope that ho might bo able to iniiintaiu his jmsitioii. 
IIo saw liinwelf that there was nothing more U) be 
done, and, reuounoiiig all tlioughl of rcsistiince 
marcliod to moot Liutpriind to whom ho yii'Uhid 
hiiimcU enptive. It is probiiblo tliiii lie intended liy 
this voluntary .snbml.ssion to appeal onee nioro lo the 
king’s gentle ilisposition. Rut 1 niil.prand dared make 
no sticomi attempt to lady upon the liiilh of his 
vanquished enemy, and TraiiHinnund found bimscU 
consigned lo a elolstor. Liiilpn-amrs nephew (oolc, 
jn'ohahly some few years later, the phice tlms left va¬ 
cant. Gottschalk’H (sxit from Renovenlo, which eiO- 
eording to Panlius follow(‘d close upon 'rraiiHaimmd’s, 
has been idrcady rehded. All this occurred behYoeu 
February and IScpteinbor, 742. 'J'luis the unity of 
the kingdom of Lombanly was at longtli restored, 
and nil end put to Die Eirrogaut insubordinftlion of 
the crown vassals. 


J*KA(n-’. WITU noMjo 

No li.isto was evinced in Pavia to (airry out tlie 
promi.sod rcatitulion of tho four towns, this liirdi- 
ness causing Dio popo groat conoorn. In ordoi' to 
put an end to this nueorhuiity, and duel out whether 
tliore really was any chance of the inatler being amieiihly arranged, Ziioha- 
VLiiH, “ like a true, Hl\opbovil of Uio (look ontruatod to him by Gad," set out 
from the Holy City at tho head of his spiritual ooHogo and Tiiarehed ‘'■full 
of conddcnco and l)rav0 in heart” to tho oharmingly Ritunted Iriterinmuv 
(Terni), nt that time the heaibniai’ters of tho Lniiibarda, In order to try 
what his personal innuenco woiila do towards elfeoting tho desired arrnnge- 
inoiK. Liutpraiul slanved him all honour, ‘'Moved hy the pious speech, 
and full of admiration for tho firm courage siml admonitions of tlic lioly 
man" Liiitprand conceded everything ho ugked, “ Llmnks Lu the inllucnoc 
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of tlio Holy Spirit," ami gave the lour dispiiLod towns, wliich lio had Uiken 
oil aoeoiuit of tlio Traiisiiiimud qimiTol, logcther with their inhabitaiiLs, ag ii 
prosGJit to tlio ohiu’cli of Holy Peter. 

It ia notioeablo tliat, aa Gregoroviu9«« poiutH out, this realilntion did 
not at all effoot tlio IJyzantino emperor, but only the suflcegaor of Peter. 
And in order that ilio pope might enjoy complete cnao of mind, lio was 
further giiaraiiLued a twenty years* peace. To gratify him Liutprand even 
set free all the Greek and Roman priHonovB of •\v<ar ho had taken in Tuscany 
and in tho territory north of the river Po, amongst whom were men of high 
rani:, such as tho oonsnls Sergius, Leo, Victor, and Agiiellns. Thus a final 
reoonoiliation was effootod, tho conditions of wliicli wore all Romo could 
jKjssibly desire. 

On tho Hiimo day the Sunday, after tho solemn cclcln-ation of llio mass, 
tlio pope invited lii.H royal friend to las tiihlo in order that lie, tlicpoiic, 
might impart the apostolic blessing. Liiitprimd ate on this occasion with 
Hudi a hearty aiipetito as to call forth Iho jovial remark from him tliai lie 
had novel’bnforo eaten HO well at a midday meal. Tlio next day, Monday, 
they bade each oihev farowoll. 

Lintpraiid now turned his attontlou in another dircetiuii. Tho quarrels 
about tho throne, in Avdiioh tho sncooHaor to Leo III, l^mporor ConHlaiitine V 
(Chiprouymu.s), was ('.mbroiled with his brother-in-law Artavnsdos, incited 
him to a i’enQW(!d attack njKin tho Kasl Roman possesHion in Italy. The 
llavenna distvh'L felt tho weight of his (lisplcusuro, and lie found all propa- 
j'litionH luiulo for laying siogo a soijoiul time to the principal lown,w]ion 
Pati’ieiiis, the exarch lilutj'cliius, and llio arehhiHliop John of Ravenna with 
tho people of that city, sought tlio mediation of the i)ope, first by letter and 
then tlivongU euvoys. 

On the :28tlL of Juno, 713, tho x’f>po roaohod tho river Po. Hero ho was 
mot by tho high vas.sals of the T^ombard oiwn and coiiductod to their capital. 

The popo (lislnirdoncd his mind of Ids desire that tho king would not 
further oxiiiross llio xmovinco of Uavonna by dovasUUlon and yot furthor that 
lio would rcstoro tho towns taken from llio Ravenna including the forbre.SH 
of (lesoini. Tho niuvolo of aneli demands is oorlainly aBtonisliing, bub still 
more amazing are tho unknown eircumslaneos which induced Liutprand to 
concodo HO much. At first, it is true, ho mot them with a stout rofusiil. Rut 
what I'omaiiiod for him, if Iio ivonld avoid the oxicn conflict he dreaded with 
tho cliurcli ami its consequoncos, except submission, unless lie saorificed the 
soeui'ity and pcaoo of his realm, tho result of yeans of activity in extending 
Jiib foreign dominion? In spile of his jiromiflo given to tho pope, LiiUxirami 
axqiours to havo coiitimiod harnssing tho oxaroliato, 

III January, 7-ii, after n reign of tliirty-oiio years and seven moiiUis, 
liiutprand ooiieluiled his oyontful life. Ho was buried in tho church of St. 
Adrian, whore his father too had found his last rcsting-plaoo. In tho year 
1173 hi.s bones were romovod to tho ohuroh of St. Peter’s mouastory, so 
of(cn I'ofcrred to as " l^odoHia di Ciol d*Oro,‘’ a monastery which owed its 
existonre (o linn,?/ 


irODUiaN’ji KSTIiMATIi OF LIUT^1{A^•1^ 

Ilodgkm is inolinod to take ibbuo 'with tho high appraisals Hint havo been 
made of LiutpraiuVs HlatfiHuuinRhii). It in admitted, liowover, (hat Liutprand 
pui’Hucil with unwavering coneistoncy and witli no flinall success tlio policy of 
coiiHoliclating the monarchy and subordinating Uio great dukes to tho crown. 
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Hut some lack of HLateHmanship was shown in doftling with llie popos, who 
oould uaually prevail upon him to nbaudou an ciitorpriao in coiupicst by appeal¬ 
ing to lua " devotion to St. Potor," rolicy and a truly dovoiit tomporamont, 
Hodgkin thinks, worked bogother to provonfc Liitbpraud from doing anything 
that might cuiisQ a ruiibure with the Holy Seo. 

This ostimato fiooms in intiny ways a just ono, but it contains au unfortunate 
ambiguity iu that it fails to attempt a decision as to wlial share "devout 
temperament" played against “policy" in doteniiiniug Liuiprand's relations 
with the see of Rome. On that question, Heomingly, would Ihngo the decision 
aa to the real force and stability of Liiitprand'H character. Rut doubtless it was 
the part of wisdom to leave tho question unaiiswcrod. Hero, as so often 
olsowhoi'o, it is impossible for posterity to adjudge jivopovly a man’s motives. 
It may bo added, however, that Ilodgkm quotes with seeming approval the 
olmracterisatioii of Liutprand by tlio "loving yet faithful hand of Paiiliis 
Diaconna,” a contemporary whose history is tho chief original soiirco of our 
knowledge of this period.'* 

He was a man of groat wisdom, pnidont in counsel and a lovor of poauo, 
mighty in wiir, oloinont towards ofCcndors, chnsto, inodfiHt, one who prayocl 
through tho night-watclics, goiiorous in hi.s iilm.sgiving, ignorant it is true of 
literature, but a mail who might bo compared to tho philosoplior.s, a fostoror 
of Ids people, an augmentov of their laws.’' 

Eor tho present wo innat leave tlio fortunes of tho Ivombavcls to trace tlio 
origins and tlio rise of tho Frankish people wlio now loom largo across tlio 
lioviKon of Italy aud to whom the papacy appculn for help against tho powors 
that tliroatoii its oiioriiious aud greedy ambition.** 












CHAPTER III 

THE FRANKS TO THE TIME OF CHARLES MARTEL 


[6r» M.<3.-7a2 A.V.J 


It is -woll Ijiiowii that the name of “ Frank ” is nut to be found in tho 
long list of Goi'inan tribes preserved to ns in Uio Q-mnania of Tacitus.^ 
Little or notliing is hoard of llieiii l)oforo tho reign of Gordian III. lii 
240 A.T). Aurolian,! thou a tvibuuo of tho sixth logiou stationed on tho Rhine, 
oncounlored a body of inamuding 3«T’nnkH near Mogontiacum, and drove them 
baok into their inaralios. Tho word “Francia" is also funnel at a still earlier 
daio, in tlio old Iloinan chart called the Oharta Peutiiigeria^ and ocenpios on 
tho nmp tho right bank of tlio llliino from opposite Coblenz to the soa. 
'riio origin of Ibo Franks lias boon the subject of Irofiuent dobalG, to whioh 
Fronoli patriotism lias occasionally lent Bomo asperity. At tho time when 
tlioy iii’Ht nppour in history, Uio Romans had neither tiio taste nor tho moans 
for hiatorioal research, and wo are therefore obliged to depend in a groat 
measure upon cnnjcctuvo and combination, lb 3ms boon disputed whothor 
tho word “ I'h’ank ” was tho original doaignation of u tribe, which by a clmngo 
of habitation omorged at tlio jioriod above montioiiod into tho liglifc of history, 
nr that of a now icaguo, formed for .some common olijcct of aggression or 
(lofonco liy nations liitlimio familiar to us under other names. 

Wo oaii ill tins plaoo do liltlo more llmii refer to n controversy, tho value 
and intoi' 0 .st of wliicli 1ms boon rendorod obKolclo by the progress of Inaioricnl 
invostigatioii. 'I'lio darkness and void of liislory have as usual been filled 
Avitli Hpcotral thooriiis, which vanisli at the challongo of criticism and before 
tho gradually increasing liglit of knowledge. 

We need hardly say tlint tho origin of the Franks has been traced to fugi¬ 
tive colonists from Troy; for wlmt nation under heaven Ims not sought to 
connect itself, in some way or ether, with the glorified hoioea of the Immortal 

Ilh flohlloif) saiij! a hou^ which Voplsouscquotes: 

S({rimta9, mlJlp Fyancos, semel ct semcl ooflnh’muH 
Millc viillc viille mille vUUe I’eraat qmrlmvs." 

Tills fionp; which hccaino a hU’ccL song In Romo la yorhaiia tho first appciumico of the nnino in 
Uomau UlRlovy.J 
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fjong ? Nor is it surprising Uuil Kroiich writers, desirouw of Lrunaforring from 
the Germiiiis to thomsolves tho lionoum of tho Franlcinh iiiuno, eliould Imvo 
mado of them a tribe of G»uila, wlioin aoino unknown caiiHO hiul induced to 
settle in Germany, and who afterwards Bought to recover llioir ancient coun¬ 
try from tlie Homan coiUiuerors. At tlio proaent clay, however, hintorians 
of every nation, inchuUug the Krciicli, arc fairly ngrcod in considering the 
Franks as a powerful confederacy of Geriuuii tribes, who in tho time of Tacitus 
inhabited the northwestern parts of Germany bordering on tho Rhine. And 
this theory is so well aupportod by many scattered, notices, sliglit in theni- 
.solvcH but powei'ful vdion coinbined, that wo can only wonder tlmt it slionld 
over have been called in question. Nor was this aggrogntion of tribe's under 
tho now name of Franks a singular instance ; tho same took phic(5 in (he ciisu 
of tlio Alainanni and Saxons. 

The actuating oausos of these new unions are niiknown. 'I’licy may be 
sought for cither in external oireumstaneoB, sufth as tho prnssuro of ]>(uvoL'ful 
enemies from without, or in an extension of their own desires and jilans, 
requiring tho command of greater moans, and inducing a wldor eo-oporaiioji 
of those whoso similarity of language and eUaractov rcudovod it most easy 
for lliein to uiiile, Hut porhap.s wo need look no Ciutliov for an ol’llejonl. 
caUHO tluui the sjiirit of amalganuition which naturnlly arises among tidlM's of 
kindred ri\eo and language, when their growing umnbor.s, and an inereaKcd 
fiicilily of inoviiig from place to places hrii\g thoin i)ito more fro((Ui'iit 
ooiiiact, The .same plioiioinonon may ho obsiivvcd at covtiiin piu’iods in the 
hvfltory of almost every nation, and the spirit \vhi<',h gives rise to it luvs gener¬ 
ally been found strong enough to ovorcomo the forco of particular intorosts 
and petty iifitionalitios. 

Tho etymology of tho name adopted Uy the naw confedovviey is also 
uiiOQi'Uiin. 'I’lio conjecture which has iniwt probability in Us riivburistlnit 
adopted long ago by Gibbon,aud eonfirincd in recent t imes by the antlioviiy 
of Grimm/' which connects it with tho (loTmun J)‘(ink (free). The 
derivation preferred by A delung/from/Wi/c (In modern Gorman.bold), 
M’itli tho iiifierted niisal, differs from that of Grimm only in appearance. No 
small oonniouanco is givoir to this derivation by the crmstanLreourreneo in 
after times of the epithet fnitu% feroeeSy which the hh'anks were so I'eud <tf 
applying to themselves, and wjiich lliey certainly did everything to de- 
.sevvo. TiicitUHl> spoaks of nearly all the tribes, whoso varloiiM aiqmlhilions 
WGi'o afterwards merged in tlmt of Frank, as living in the neiglibourlMied of 
tho Rhino. Of those the principal wore tho Sugnmln’i (the chief people of 
tho old T.stfDVoiuau tribe), who, ns there is reason to beliovo, were idenLieiil 
with the Salian h'’rjuikH. 'The o<»nfederation furthor eoiuprised the Hructori, 
tho Ohaniavi, Ansibavii, Tnbiinlcs, Marsi, aud Ghasunri, of wliom the live 
last had formerly belonged to the celebrated (hieruseuii league, which, niMler 
tho hero Armiiiius, deslroycil three Koman legiojis in 1 ho 'L'ontfihnrg foresl. 

Tho .strongest idcncc of the identity of the.so triho.s witli tho kh’siiks, i.s 
tho fact Unit, long after tlioir sotlloment in Gaul, the diRtinctivo name's of 
the original people were still nocasionally used ns syiinnYinoiiM wi{li tlmt 
of Llie confederation. Tho Sugambri [or Sicambri] are Icnown in Konum his¬ 
tory for thuU’HoUve and enterprising apirit, and the determined ojipasition 
which tlioy offered to tlio greatest goncrala of Homo. It wiui on tlu'iv lu’couiit 
that Qa'sar bridged tlio Kliino in tho neiglibouvhoad of Bonn, and spent (lighL- 
eondayfl,nn lie iiifoviiis uswUhsigiiiiicantminutonnss, on tho German side of 
that livor. Drusii.s made a similar attempt against them with lilUo lujttcr 
.success. Tiberius was tho first who oblaiucd any decided advantage ovor 
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them j iiiul even he, by his own confession, was obliged to have recourse to 
ii'oaoiiory. An immense number of thorn were then tnmspoi'ted by the 
command of Augustua to the left bank of the llhine, *Hhat,” as the pmiogyr. 
iati? expresses it, “ they might be compelled to lay aaide not only their tirius 
but tlieir ferocity.’*^ 'I'luit they wore not, liowever, oven then so utterly 
doBtroyod or expatriated n,u the flatterers of the emperor would have us 
behove, is evident from the fact that they appear again under the saino 
name, in less than tlirco centuries afterwards, 
as the most powerful tribe in the h'raiikish v 

Gonfedoraoy. ^ ‘' 

The league lima formed was .subject io 
two strong inolivea, oiLlior of which might 
alone havo licon HurUoinnt to impel a bravo ''nA' 

and iictivo people into a carooroE migration .V \ '* ''''^‘yU't 
and ooiupiost. The first of these was iic- y W/ J W/ 

eessity, — tliQ actual want of the necosaaricK \ ^ j / y W 

of life for their increasing population,—and 
the KOQond desire, exoited to the utmost /■) Vtf 
by the spectacle of the wonlth and oivilisa- V y 

lion of the Gallio provincc-s. ^ 

As long as the Romans hold firm posses- )'il; 

sion of (iiuil, the GornuuiH could do little 

to gratify their longings; they could only Lf 

obtain a sotllomont in tliafc country by ilio V 

consent of the ompcL'or and on certain con- jWj m Bwj I 

(UtioiiB. ICxamples of such merely tolerated (* j 

oolonisaiion wore tho TnV>Duol, tho Yangi- 

ones, and the Ubii at Oolonia Agrip])iiia 

(Cologne). Ihit when the Roman Empire wl'|jf 

began to feel the mimbnoKS of approacliing 

dissolution, and, as is usually the case, first i 

in its extroiniticH, the I''ranks wore amongst I \ 

tlic most active and suecossful assailants of ^ ‘*'1 ^ 

their enfeebled foor and if they were at- j 

Iraeted towards the West by the almndanco I 

tlmy hobold of all that could relievo llioir Z' ' . / 

nocossilicH and gratify their lust of .spoil, \ 

Llicy wore also impelled in tho Hamo direction ' VV'y 

by tho Saxons, tho rival league, a people 

as brave and perhaps* more barbarous than 

thcnusclvos. A /jlauoo at tho map of Gor- 

many oI tliul poviocl will do mucli lo oxpluiii 

to US tho migration ol tho Pranks, and that 

long and bloody feud between thorn and the Saxons, whiuli liegun with tJic 
Ghatti and Olierusoi, and needed all the power and energy of a Oliarlonmgno 
io bring to a siiefipssful ohwe. Tho Saxoim formed Lmliind tlio Franks, and 
eould only rencli tho provinces of Gaul hy sea. It waa natural therefore 
that tlioy flhould look with the intonapst liatred upon a people who barred 
ihcir progress to rt more genial clinmte and excluded tliern from their share 
in tlio spoils of tlio Roman world. 


Eahly Fuankihii ■\V.^nal<^n'^ 


Tho I'T’anks advanced upon Gnul from two diftbrout directions, and 
under tlie diirercnt naine.s of Saliana and lUpiiarians, tlic former of whom 
wo have rcusoii to connect more particularly with the Sugambriaii tribe. Tim 
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origin of Lho worda Siiliua luul Kipiuiriiiii, which arc iiraL used ri‘H|)C(itively 
by Amiiiiiiiiius Marcelliiius^ «nd J ordftiicfl,Ms very obscui'c, ami hiia aorvod 
to oxoroiao tlio ingenuity of etlmograp]ior.s. There lire, liowcver, no huIVi- 
cionl grounds for a dooidod opinion. At the aamo time it ia by no means 
iinprohablo that the I'iver Ysseb Isalu, or Snl (for U has borne nil these 
uppollatLoufi) may have given its niuno to that portion of the Eranka wlio 
lived along its courae. With still groator probability may the name Kipunrii 
or lUparii be derived from llipa, a term used by the lloniims to signily the 
Khine. TboHo dwullors nii the “bank’’ were those that rciiuniicd in ilioir 
aiioioiit Hottlements while their Julian kinsmen were iidvancing into the 
h( nu'fc uf (bud. 


b'liifiT coNi-’i.iOTa wmi uomk 

It would oxiend ilio Inlrodiiolory portion of tlii.s ohapler beyond its proper 
limits to rotor, however brieily, to nil the siiocessive olXurts of tluj h'nuilcs to 
gain a permanent footing upon Roman ground. Though often defeated, 
tliey perpetually renewed the ooulestj and when Homan Idsloviaus and 
jauiegyrista inform us that the whole nation was Hoveral iinies “utterly 
desU'oycd,” the numbors and goograjiliical position in whieh wo liud thorn 
a sliort tinio after every .such aunilulallon prove to us llie vanity of sueli 
ueoouiilH. AuroUan, as wo have soeiit defeutod them at Main/,, in 242 a.d., 
and drove theiu into the swainjw of Holland. They wore roulod again 
about hvelvo years afterwards by (falUoims; luit- they jjniekly recovered 
front this blow, for in 2TC A.i>. wo Und them in possession nl! sixty (bilU»5 
eitios, of wliieh Probus is said to have lUsprivod them, and to liave destroyed 
four hundred thouHund of them and their allies on Homan ground. In 280 
A.I)., they gave their aid to tho usurixn* Proculu.s, who claimed to Im of 
I'^rankisli blood, but was uovertholess (xdrayed by thoni; ami in 288 A.P., 
(lai’iuisluH Ihu IVlenaplan was sent to clear Hie .seas of tlieir roving barks. 
JJut the hitter fouiid it more ugreonblo to slmt liis oycH to (iieir jiivacii's, in 
I’oturn for a shave of tho Imoty, and they uflevwavds aided in proteeting him 
from the chaHtisomunt duo to bis troacnory, and in investing liiia with Lliu 
imperial ]mrple in Hrilaia. 

In the reign of IMiiximinn, wo Ibid a Kraiikish army, pVfdmbly of Hijui- 
iLi'ians, at Trovos, wlioro they woro defeated by that muiioror; mid both iie 
and Hioclutian adopted llio title of “FraiKmms," wliieli many siioceeding 
emperni's were proud to bear. 'J'lm lirst appeavaueo of tlio Saliim Ih-anks 
with whom wo are eluedy eoma'/Tiied is in tho fx'ouputlon of tho Halaviau 
islands, in tho lower ilhine. Thoy were atlaoke.d in that lerribfi'y in 2512 
A.I),, by (h)iistaiiUiis Ohlorus, wbn, as in said, not only drove them nut of 
IJiitavla, but mureliod, trininphant iind imo[)j)osod, through tluiir own country 
ay ftn' as tho Daiinbe. 4’hu latter part <)f this story hiis little fouiuhiliou 
cither in history or probability. 

'J’hc ino.st dotorrainod iiml huccohhCuI roHistaneo to tlunr ])rogreHs ^^’as imuh' 
hy Ooustantiuo iUe Groat, in tho first pavt of tho fourth eenlnry. We must, 
liou'cvcr, rcociv'c tho extravagant aoeounts of tho impiu'ial annalists witli 
eoimidorablo caution. It is evident, even from llieir own lungungo, that the 
grunt om 2 )eror oil'ectcd more hy otratngeiii than hy force, llo fouml the 
.SHliiuas ojioo more in Batavia, and, after dofoiiting them in ji great battle, 
earj'ied off a large nuiubor of cuptivoH to Augusta Trcviroriini (Treves), the 
vusidciico of the Gm 2 )oror, and a rival of Rome ibycU' in the sjilondour of Us 
public buLldiiigrt. 
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It was in the cirona of this city, and in the presence of Constantine, thnt 
t]ie notorious “Ludi Franoici” was oolobratcd; at wliich several thousiiiul 
Franks, including tlioir kings Kogaisus and Ascaricus, -were compelled to 
light with wild bouala, to tho inoxpossible dcliglit of the Ohriatiau apecfca- 
tors. “Those of the Frankish prisoners,” says Eiimeiiius,!/ “whose perfidy 
uiililLod them for military service, and their ferocity for servitude, were 
given to tho wild beasts us a show, and wearied tho raging monsters by tlioir 
multitude.” “This magnificent spectacle,” Nazariusff praises, some twenty 
years after it had taken place, in tho most entliusiabtio terms, comparing 
Constantine to a youthful Iloroiilos who had strangled two serpents in the 
cradle of his empire. Eumenius calls it a “daily and eternal victory,” and 
.says that Coiistantiiie had ercoled terror jis a bulwark against his barbarinn 
enemies. This terror did not, liowovcr, prevent the Franks from taking u[) 
aims In rovongo their butchered oo\mtrymen,nor the Alainanni from joining 
in tho insurreetion. Tho skill and fortune of Ooiwlniitine generally pr(‘- 
vailed; lie destroyed groat ninnbor.s of tlie Franks and the innumerce yentes 
who fought on tlicir side, and really appear.s for a time to have checked their 
progi OH.s. 

It is inipoHsiblo to read tho brief yet confused account of these incessant 
encouuLoi'fl botwoon tho Uoniana and barbarians, witliout coming to tlie con¬ 
clusion that only half tho truth is told; that while every advantage gained 
by tlio former is greatly oxaggoratccl, the succcssoa of the latter are passed 
over in silenoo. 'J'lie most glorious victory of a Roman general proouros 
him only a fow months’ ropose, and tho destruction of “liundredB of thou- 
Hands ” of Franks and Alamanni seems but to increnso their numbers. Wo 
may fairly say of tho Franks, what JubanI and Eutropius* liavo said respect¬ 
ing tho Goths, that they wore not so uttorly anniliihifeod as the Panegyrists P 
proiond, and that many of tho vielorios gained over them cost “ more money 
tlian blood.” 

Tho death of ('onstuutino was tho signal for a fresh advance on the part 
of tho Franks. Llbauius,! tho Greek rbotorician, when extolling the deeds 
of Ooiistaufi, tho youngest son of Constantino the Great, says that the 
emperor .stemmed tho impotuous torrent of baibnrians “by a lovo of war 
oven greater than Ihoir own.” Ho also says that they recoivocl ovorsoors; but 
this was no doubt on lloiuau ground, which would account for their sub¬ 
mission, as wo Icnow that the b’ranks wore more solicitous about real than 
nominal possossioii. During tho frequent struggles for tlie purple which 
look place at this period, tbo aid of tho Franks was sought for by tlie tUfCor- 
out prutondoL’s, and rewarded, in case of success, by largo grants of land 
within tliu limila of the ompiro. Tho biirbariaiis consented, in fact, to 
receive us a gift wliat laid really boon won liy ihoir own valour, and could 
not liave been withhold. Even previous to tlio roign of Constantine, some 
Frankish generals had risen to high posts in tho sorvico of lioiimu cm^iororfi. 
Magneiitlus, lumsolf a German, endeavoured to support hia usurpation by 
I'l’ankish and -Saxoii missionaries; and Silvnnua, who was driven into rebel¬ 
lion by tlio ingratitude of Constantins, whom lie had faithfully served, ivns 
a Frank. 

Tho sLiilo of confusion into whioh tho empiro was thrown by the tur- 
biiloneo and insolonoe of the Homan arnucs, and tho solfish ambition of their 
leaders, was highly favourable to tho progrc.ss of the Franks in Gaul. Their 
next great and genci’al movomeut look jilaco in 355 a.d., when, along tho 
wliolo Roman frontier from StruBburg to tho sea, they began to cross tlie 
Rhino, and to throw tliQiiisolvos in vast numbers upon the Gallic province.^. 
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with tlio full tlcternunation of forming ijormuneut seUlonientH. lint again 
the rolonting fates of Homo raised up a hero in tlio person of tlio omporor 
Julian, woi’Lliy to have lived iu tho most glorious poriocl of licr history. 
After OJio or two unaucoossfiil oftorta, Julian suoruodcd in rctakin{( Colojua 
Agrippina (Cologne) nnd oUior plnoos which tho Gormans, truo to tlioir tva 
clitionary haired of wallod towns, had laid buro of all defonucs. 


la^AKICtf IN TJIK UOMAN AKiMV 

la ilie lust gonoral advance of tho Franks in 355 a.d., tho Salians bud 
not only ono(3 more recovered Batavia, but had spread into 'roxaudriu, iu 
wliich they liriuly lixecl tliemsolvos. lb is iinportant to mark tho duto of 
this event, because it was at tins time tliiit llie Snlians made their first ])er' 
maiient seltlemont on the left bank of the Kbine, and by the ucc|uisiiion of 
Toxaiidria laid tlio foundation of the kingdom of Clovis, Juluiii indeed 
altivuked tliuiii there iu 868 a.d., but ho had probably good reasons for not 
rodneing thoin to despair, iia we liud that they wore pormitted to retain tlieir 
newly aetiuired huuls, on condition of acknowledging tlicnisolves subjeots of 
tho empire. Ilo was butter pleased to Invvo them us HoldiovH tluvii as onemieH. 
and they, liaving felt tho wciglit of his arm, woro by no niouns iivorso to serve 
in bis ranks, uml tu onrieli tbontselves by tho plnndor of tlio ICiist. Once in 
nmUsputod piKsaosaiou of 'I'oxandria, they gradually spj'oud tlieiuselves fur¬ 
ther and furtlior, until, at tho liogiimiiig of tlui fifth century, wo /ind them 
oeonpying the left bank of the llbine. 'I'ho ilipuivvianB, meanwhile, were 
extending tlioinholvos from Andornaoh dowiiward.s ulong tho middle lUiine, 
and gained possosaion of Cologno about tho tiiiio of tlio conipicst of Tornii" 
cum by their .Salian brethren. 

Wo shall ha tho loss surprised tlmt .some of tho fairest portions of tlio 
Homan Empire sliould thus fuU uu almost unresisting prey to barbarian in¬ 
vaders, whew wu vemembor that the dofonv.e of tho empire itnoU’ was wnwo- 
tiinos ooinniitLod to tho hands of Franicisli soldier.s. 'PIioho of tho i''ranks 
who wore already settled in (laiil were often engaged in oiuloavoiiring to 
drive back the ever increasing luuHitude of frcsii bitrburiiins, wlio hurried 
across tlvo Ubiuu to sluvre in tho Imttoved Uwtuues of their kinsmen, or even 
to plinidor iliom of tlieiv newly acquired riehos. Thus IMalloiisuidos, who is 
called king of tho Franks, and licld the ollioo of dojiU'Rtiuoruw vomvH nndor 
Oratiau, coiiiinaiulod in the imperial army wliicli defoiiLetl (lie Alunianiii at 
Ai’gonLurui. And again, in (he short reign of Muxinuts, wlio assumed the 
purple in Gaul, Spain, and HviUun, near tho end of tho fourth eontury, wo 
are told that ihioc Krankieh kiiig.s, Gojiobuudcs, iSliireoinereH, and SiinnOi 
(‘I'ossed the lowor Hhine, and plundered tho eouulry along the river us fur 
as Cologne ; uUhougli the whole of northern (hvnl was already in t»osses.sion 
of tlioii' couiitryinen. 

'’I'ho genorids Nouuius and Q\untinv\a, whom ^laximns had loft behind 
him at Augusta Ticvirorum, (ho .seat of tho imjiorinl goveniinont in Gaul» 
hiistcnod to Colonia Ag*rip]>ina, from whicli the niarnudiiig FranlcH hud id- 
I'oudy relirod with Lliuiv booty. Qiiiiithuis eiussod tlio Hliiiie in pursuit at 
Nouh, and, nnniiiidful of the fate of Varus in UioTouloburg fore,s(, followed tlie 
I'cLroatiug oneaiy into the morusscH. 'rUe Franks, once move upon friendly 
and faniiliiir ground, turned upon thoir pursuers, and are said to liavo de¬ 
stroyed nearly the whelo Human army witli iioiaouod arrows. Tho war con- 
Uiiued, and was only brought to iv suceoMsful couolusion for the Hoinuns by 
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the courug'o aud conduct; of Arbogasles, a Frank in the service of Theo¬ 
dosius. Uimblo to miilco peace with his barbarous coiuiLrynicn, and some- 
tiinoa dofeaLod 1)j them, this g'ouoml crossed tlio Uhino when llio woods were 
leiilloas, ravaged tlio country of tho Chamavi, BrucLori, and Cliatfci, and hav¬ 
ing slain two of thoir clnofa named Priam and Gonobaudoe, couiijelled Mar- 
coinoi’ca and Sunno to give hostages. The Ruhiuission of the Fi’iiuka must 
have boon of eliort continuance, for wo road that in 808 A.p. these same 
kings, jMurooniorcs and Sunno, wore again found ravaging tho left banlc of 
the ilhino by Siilioho. Tliis fjunous warrior dofeatod tliom in a great battle, 
and sent the former, or porluips both of thorn, in chaiiLS to Italy, where Mar- 
cain(!i‘us died in prison. 

Tlie lirst few yeav.s of tlie liflli confciiry are occupied in the struggle 
ljetwe{!n Ahuio the Goth and Stilicho, wliicli ended in the Hiiclciiig of Romo 
by the I'onner in tho year 410 a.d., tlu5 Haiuo in wliich ho died. 

Wliile the Gotha wore iullictiiig deadly wounds on tho very heart of the 
enipire, tho distant provinces of Gorimuiy and Gaul presented a scene of 
iiuhisonhable coiU'usion. Innuinorablo hosts of Astingiims, Vundnls, Alani, 
Suovi, and Ihu'gundioiies throw themselves like robbers upon tho prostrate 
body of iinpurial Homo, and soramblcd for tlio goms wliioli fell from lier 
costly diadoni. In such a storm tho Franks could no longer sustain the part 
of ohainpifuiH of the empire, but douhtlcss liad enough to do to defend thein- 
.shIvo.s and liold thoir own. Wo can only guess at tlm fortune which befell 
the nations in that darlc period, from tlio state in whicli wo find tlmm when 
tho glimmoi'iiig light of iustory onoc more dawns upon tho chaos. 


iCAur.v kijSus and 'ruic kalic i.aws 

Of tlio inloviuil Miato of the Frankish leuguo in IhcHO times, wo learn 
from anoiont sudlmritioH absolutely notliing on which we can safely depend. 
The hhiiik is iillod up l>y popular fable. It is in this period, about 417 A.D., 
that the relgu of Plairamoud is pluced, of wlioin wo may more than doubt 
whclhov ho over existed at nil. To this hero were uftorwarda ascribed not 
only the pcrmiinent conquests made at this juiicturo by tlio various trilios of 
I'h'anlfN, l)ut tho cstablislunont of the inoiuirchy and tho colleeiion [ind piih- 
licatiou of llic woll-kiiowii Salio laws. Tho solo foundation for this harmoni¬ 
ous J’lihrio is a passage interpolated into an ancient chronicle (Prosper^n) of 
the iiftli century ; and, w'itli ibis single excoiition, Pharainond’s name is 
never moiitioiKal before tho sovuiitli century. 'J’ho wliolo story is perfected 
and rounded off by the uutlior of the Q-esta I’raneorwn^^^ according to wliom 
Pliaramoiul was the noii of Maroomoros, tho prince who ended his days in 
the Italian prison. 'Flie fact that nothing is known of him by Gregory of 
Tours 0 or FredegariiisJ’ is suiVieient to provont our regarding him as an his¬ 
torical ])ci'.sonagc. To this may be added that he is not mentioned in tho 
prologue of the fiulie law, with which his name has l)ecn so intiinaUfiy asso¬ 
ciated l»y later writers. 

Though well authentioated Jiumes of pcraoiLS and jdacca fail us at thia 
time, it is not dillicuU to conjocturo wliat must havu been tho main facta of 
the ciise. Great chaiigca took phieo among tho Franks in tho first lialf of 
the fifth century, which did much to iiroparc them for tliuir auhsequent 
(larcor. Tho greater portion of thorn had been mere marauders, like thoir 
Gorman hroihren of other nations: thoy now began to iissiiino the clmractep 
of settlers; and ns the idea of founding an extensivo empire was still fur 
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fi’oiu Lhoir ilioiifi'hts, they oceiiijiccl in iJi-cfoi’ciicO LliO IjukIh wliioh lay iieiu-osL 
to tliou' iiiioionL liomoH. Thoro are many iucidonial I'caHOiiw wlucli make tliin 
oliiiugo ill thoir inodo of lifo a iiaiunil and jnovitahlo oiio. The ooiuitL-y 
ivhoss surface had ouoo afforded a rioU and easily colloctocl booty, aud ‘well 
repaid the hasty foray of wooka, and ovoii days, had bcoji stripped of its 
movable wealth by ropoatod iiiourbioiis of barbarians still llorcei' tlitiii thoin- 

selvos. All that was above the sux- 
frtco the Alau and the Vandal had 
swept away, Uio treasures which re¬ 
mained had to 1)0 soiiglit for with the 
plough, 'riio Frmdw were nonipoUod 
Lo turn thou* niionLion to that ugri- 
eiilturo wliiuh their indoloiit and 
warlike fiilhorn laid liiLted; whioh re- 
(luirod lixecl HuttlumentH, and all the 
laws of property and por.son indisHol- 
iibly coinKHded Lliurewith. Again, 
lUougU llu'i’o is u(i KLiftleiont veuKon 
to eoimoet the Salie laws with tlio 
m.ythi(5al nmuo of i’harinnoiul, or to 
suppose that they wore aUegothor tli(3 
woinc of this iit?e’(Hinou wo know fi'oni 
'raoitUH^ that tiu) (}uv)iuinN had simi¬ 
lar laws ill tlieir anoient foroHis), it is 
very prohahhJ Unit tliis oelobml(‘tl 
eedo now received tlie fovni in wliieli 
it 1ms come dowji lo ns. 

Tliis view of the ease is strongiy 
supported by iulonml evideueo in Uu* 
laws tlieiUHclveH, wliieh, aecovding lo 
tlio ih'o%ats wove wvhlon \Yhilo ihc 
Kraiiks wore still IiciitlmnvH, and are 
poeuliuvly siiiUid lo the Hunple waiits 
of a baiharous people. Kvcii the liO’ 
tiou of the foundation of the I'Yank- 
isli nionarehy by IMiaranumd may 
imiicale some real and important ehiuige in Llio strnetiiro of the state. 

That Uiure Avas at that time Imt a aingle king “ iu [''riuieia” is of fouiw 
iMitriioj but nevertheless it seems highly probable, when taken in eonmietioii 
willi tho svilisequeut h\sU>VY» that the pvinc\'» who reigned uvea* the diffevent 
I'kiuikisli U'ilaiH ostahlislu’d in (iniil belonged, at tliln ja-rlod, to one family. 
And Uhs is the truth Avhich appears to lie at the foundation of the story of 
Lliis inyUiicul personage. 

The next important and well-eulahlishod hisloruail fact ivliieli wo moot 
witli in this dreary Aviisto of dmibt and coujcoUiro, is llin conquest of Oam- 
oraciuu (Oambray) by (hoilioii, in dSD A..U. 'lliis aeijuisition forms the third 
stago ill the progress of the Snliim Franks loivards I ho comiilote possossion 
of Uaul. 

Tho foromo.st among tlio kindrecl oUiefn of Uio dLlTernut FraukiaU tvibCvS 
at this period iviis Clodion, ivlioni m>mo modern historians, and among Lliom 
(xU)boLi,‘^ have repvesouted, on live tvlcndwest feuudivlioui us tho futlvor of 
Morovtoua, and lirst of Uio race of bmg-lmired kings, (rrugory of'lours 
gives no counteniuwe to the stutement llnin boldly nnulo; he dues not know 




Tfliil li'UATOS TO THE TIME OP CHARLES MARTEL 466 

[1^29-151 A.p.) 

UiiR Mei'ovajus was the son of Clodion, nor haa lio anylliiug to say about 
MerovaDUS liimaeli. That tlie power of Oloclion was considerable is evinced 
by tlie magnitude of liis uuclortakinga. The growing numbers of the Pranks 
ui Gaul, contiuually increased by fresh flw«^l*m8 of settlers from their ancient 
seats, made au extension of their territory not merely desirable, but even 
necessary to their existence. Clodion therefore boldly undertook tlie con¬ 
quest of the Belgica Secunda, a part of which was still in possession of the 
Komnna. Having sent forward spies to Cinnoracum, and learned from them 
that it was iiisullicieiilly defended, ho advanced upon that city, and siio- 
oeeded in taking it. After spending a few days within the walla of hig new 
acquisition, ho marched us far as tho rivor Samara (Somme). His progress 
was chocked by Aiitiiis and Alajorian, who surprised him in the neighbouihnod 
of Arras, at a plaoo called Helena (I.ieiis), wliilo celebrating a marriage, and 
forced him to rotiro. Yot at the end of Uio war, the Pranks remained in 
full possossion of tlio country whicli Clodion Jiad overrun; and tlio Snmarn 
liocuitio tlio boundary of tlie Balian land upon tlic aoulhwest, as it ooiilinucd 
to bo until the time of Clovis. 

Clodion died in 447 a.d,, and was thus saved from the equally penricious 
allianoo or enmity of tlio ruthless comiueror Attila. This “ Scourge of God,’* 
iiH he doUglitod to bo called, appeared in Gaul about the year 450 A.D, at 
the head of au inuumorablo host of mounted IIuiih ; a race so singular in 
thoir aspect and liidiits as to scorn acarccly human, and compared with 
wliom tho wildest Pranks and Goths must Imvo appeared rational and civil¬ 
ised boin^'a. 

Tlio timo of Attila’s dosoont upon tho Rliiiio was well chosen for the pros- 
eoution of hia schonio of universal dominion. BetAveen the fragment of tha 
Roman ICinpiro, govornod by Aotius, and tho Franks under the successors of 
Clodion, ilioro Avaa either opon war or a liollow truco. Tho sucoossion to 
the cMof power in tho Saliau tribo was the subject of a violent disputo 
botween two Prankish princes, the older of whom is snpposecl by some to 
have boon called Mevovteua. 

Wo liavo seen that ilicro ia aoino rcueon to doubt Lbe oxialonce of a 
pi'inco of tins mvino j and tboro is no ovidenco tbni either of tho rival candi- 
tlatos Avas a son of Clodion. Whatovor tlioir pnroniago or name may have 
been, tho one took part with Attiln, nnd tho other with tho Homan Abtius, 
on condition, no doubt, of Iiaving their respective claims allowed and Bup- 
ported by thoir allies. In tho bloody and dooiaive battle of the Cata- 
launiaii Piekla round Chalons, Franka, under tho name of Loti and Ripuarii, 
served under tho so-oallcd Morovrons in the army of Aiitius, together with 
T'licodorio and his Visigotlis. Among tho forces of Attila another body of 
I'Tank.s was arrayed, either by compulsion, or instigated to this unnatural 
(’uurse by tlio tieroo hatred of party spirit, Prom tho result of the buttle of 
Chalons, wo must siqiposo that the ally of Adtiiia succcodod to tho throne of 
Clodion (151). 

The effects of tlio invasion of Gaul by Attila Avero ncitlier great nor last¬ 
ing, and his rclroat left tho Gorman and Roman parties in much tho same 
condition as ho found thorn. Tho Roman Empire indeed Avaa at an end in 
that province, yot the valour and Avisdom of jEgidius enabled him to main¬ 
tain, as an iiidopendoiit oliiof, tho autliority Avhick he had faithfully exor¬ 
cised as inasLor-general of Gaul, under tho noble nnd virtuous Majorian. 
Tlio extout of his territory is not clearly defined, but it must liave beer, in 
part at least, identical Avith that of udiich hia son and bucccshov, Syagrius, 
waa deprived by Clovis. Common opinion Umita this to tho country 
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l)eiAV'i‘oii tlio Oifio, Iho I\fai‘iio, and tlio SoiuO} to wliicli fioine writers luivo 
iuldoil Aiixorro and TroyoH. The roapocl in which ilCgidiuR wus held l)y Iho 
JiH ^voll na lu« own oountrymon, enabled him to set at dofiauco Iho 
llu'eats Jiiid luiioliinaLioiis o£ tho barbarian XUcimov, who virLimlly ruled at 
Jtoine, ihoiigli in aiiothor’a name. Tho etroiigcsi proof of iho opinion 
they enloiliuiicd of iho inoriia of yi‘l^’idius, is said to have boon given by the 
Snlhiiis in tho reign of their next king. 'J'lio in’incOi to wlioin the naino 
iMeroviuiis liaa boon arbitrarily tissigiicd, was suocccdccl by liis .son Cliildorie, 
ill 4.58 A.i). Tlia coiiduet of ilii.s lieoiitiouH ^'■oiiUi was sneli as to disgust 
and ahonalo liis subjects, who had not yoL ceased to valiio faiiialo honour, 
nor lulopted the loose maimers of tlio Itoiiunis and their (hillic imilatnrs. 

Tho (uUliority of tho Suliaii kings over thuir liorco warriors ivas licUl hy 
a prcearinii.s tunni'o. I’iio loyalty which disthigiii.sbod tlie Fruiiks in hiLer 
time.s had not yot arisen in thoir inindM, mid they did not scnijhe to send the 
oorruptcr of thoir wives ami daiightors into ignominimi.s exile. (Jliilderie 
took roCugo with IliHsinuH (or JhisHinu.H), king of tho TlmvingimiH, a ])eoph‘ 
dwelling on tlio rivor TInstrut. H was ilmii that tho h'rnnks, according to 
ilio soinowluit improbable aecoiiut of (lrcgory,« uminimouHly cbose dCgiilius 
for llioiL' king, and actually suhnutlod to lii.s rule for tiie spnee of oiglit yiMivs. 
At Uio ond of that period, rolnrning alfocUon for llioir native ju’ineis tlie 
luoro love of ohango, or tlio inatbinulionH of a ]>arty, imluocd ilio Franks lo 
recall Clliilderio from oxilo, or, at all events, to allow him to retui'ii. 

Whutovov may have boon the cuuso of bis restoration, it does not appear 
to have boon tho consoquonco <»f an improvement in his morals. The period 
eC his oxilo laid been charucLoristically emjdoyed in llie Hediudioii of Jiasiim, 
tho wife of his hos[)ituhlo jirotoetor ut the 'I'huringiun court. 'I'liis rcjyal lady, 
whoHc characLer may i>erbai)s do Hometliing to dimiiUHli tlie gnilt of (Ihi'l- 
dorio ill onr oycH, was unwilling to be left behind on ilm resLoration of 
hor lover to iiis native eountry. Scarcely had bo re-established liis luUhority 
when ho wus iinoxpe(dodly followed hy Basina, ivhom be innnediuloly marrhal, 
The offspring of this tpiosUonuhle. alliuuco was Chovis, wlio was i)()i'n lu tli(» 
year 400 A.i). 'J’ho remaimler of (JJiildorie’H reign was chiody spent in a 
.strugglo with tlio Visigoths, in which Fnuik.s and Homans, under tlmir re- 
spcolivo leudoi's ChiUlerio and AOgidins, were umicuhly nnilcd iigulnst the 
I'umiiioii foe. 

^ye hasten to the reign of (dovisd who, during a rnle of ahout tliirty 
yoai'B, not only niiilecl tho various Lrihes of Fniiiks under nni‘ ])owerfnl 
dynasty, and founded a kingdom in (biul on a hroad and umlnring buHis, 
l)ut made his throno Uiu conlrc of union to hy far tlio greater portion of the 
wliole (icnniui nice. 


TUK UKrOJ^ OK cnoviM 


will'll fUevis snccei'dod liis father a.sking' of llie SaliimH, al- llic early age 
of iifLeen, the extent of liis b'rritory and tho iiiunbev of his siihjeets were, as 
wc Icnow, cxtroinely .small ; ut his death, ho loft to liis Hucecssors a kingdom 
more extoiisivo tluiu that of inodorii Franco. 

Tlio infliioncG of the grateful partiality discornihlc in tho works of Oath- 
olio hist,oriaus and clironiclors towards “ tho oldeat sou of the church,” who 
sGourud for thorn tho victary ovorhoatlions on tho one sido, and horoticH on Iho 
other, prevents us from looking lo tluun for an unhiassed oslinmie of his 

[Mln U nlso eiillt'd Uliulowifj mirt Clilixlwl^i, and sneccoded Ills fallicv In ISI.’] 
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oliartuitur. Many of liia crimes iipi)eiiretl lo bo eominitiecl in tlio cause of 
Ciitholioil-y itsolf, niul thuso they could Imrdly aoo in ikeii- proper light. 
Tagims iiud Ariiiua would luivo painted him ia different ooloiirs ; and litul 
avry of their worlca «omo down lo ub, wo might have sought tlio truth be- 
Lwccii the positive of partiality and tho negative of hatred. Bub fortunately, 
while the elireuiolerh lU’viisu his aetiuns in tho highe.Ht terms, tlicy tell us 
wluiL tlio.so actions wore, and lJum eoinpcl us to form a very different judg¬ 
ment from their own. It would not bo easy lo extract i'roin tho pages of 
Ills greatest admirers the .sliglitest evidoneo of bis possessing any q^ualities 
l)nt tlioHO wliitdi lira ncoossary to a oonquerov. In the hands of providence 
ho was an infltrumeni of tho greatest good to Llie eoiiutry he subdued, iuas- 
iniicli us he freed it from the cunso of division into petty states, and fur¬ 
thered tho sproiul of CJlivisliuivity h\ the voiy heart of Ruvopo. Bui of any 
ivord or action that could imiko ua adinivo or lovo the man, fclicre is not a 
single tnico in history. Ilia undeiuuhU courago is dehaaodhy a degree of 
cruelty luuisnal oven in bi.s times j and hi.s eousumniate skill and prudence, 
Avhich did juorc to raise him to liis high imsition ilianovcii Jiis military 
quiilitios, arc rendered odi<*us by the forms they lake of unscrupulous falso- 
liood, ineaniKiHS, cunning, and bypoeriH)''. 

It will add to tlio pcrspicuiity of our brief nurrallve of the conquests of 
Clovis, if wo puusc for a luomcnt to consider tho oxtont and sitiuition of tlie 
different portions into which Chvnl was divided at Ins acccsBion. 

'I'liei'o were in all six iiulojumdent states: (1) tliat of llie Saliiins j 
(2) that (j£ the ilipuariuns j (3) that of llio Yisigolbs j (4) that e[ the Bur- 
guiidioues ; (6) the kingdom oi' Syagrius j and (6) Armorica (])y wliicli tho 
whole sea coast bctwoiMiSeino and Loire wa.s tbensignilied). Of tlio iii'sfctwo 
yvo have already spoken. 'I'ho Visigoths held tho wliolc of snuthorji Gaul. 
It is important to bear those goograpliicul divisions in mind, heeause they 
ooineide with the HUecioasivc FruukisU eonquests made under Cloyis (uul 
bis sons. 

It would be unphilosopbical to asevibo to Clovis a preconceived phm of 
nmicingiumself master of those sovoml indopeudont states, ajid of not only 
ovorthrowiiig tho sole roimuning pillar of tho lioman Em])iro in GaiO, bul, 
what wa.s far more diniouH, of subduing other Oorimiu tril)os, fiB fioroo and 
indepoiideiii, and in .soitio cases more iiumorous than his own. Jii what he 
did, he was merely gratifying a passion for Uio cxeiloinents of war and acqui¬ 
sition, and that desire of'oxjKiiutiiig itself to iU utmost limits, which is natu¬ 
ral to every active, powerful, and impotious miiul. lie luutit indeed have 
hoeu inoro than huinaii to I'omsee, through all tho obstaclos that lay in hi.s 
path, the career ho was destined by providence to run. Ho wa.s not oven 
maslcr of ilio whole Saliaa tribe j and besides tho Siilians, there wore otlier 
R'l'anks on tho llhiuc, llio Senldis (.Scholdo), Uio Mosu, and tho Mosella, in 
no way inferior to hi.s own Mihjeets, nnd govoriicd by kings of the same 
f.imily as liimsolf. 

Nor was .Syiigrius, lo whom tho anomalous power of Jiis father /Egidiiis 
Juid doseonded, a dospicablo foo. llie ineritw, indcod, were rather those of an 
able Uwyor and a righteouB judge W\m of a warrior; bub ho had acquired by 
his civil virtues a reputation whioh mado him au objoot of envy to Cloyis, wlio 
dreaded perhaps tho povinunonfc osbahBshmont o! a Homan dyuaBty in Gaul. 
There were reasons for afciiioking Syagriiia first, which oan hardly have os- 
caped tho cunning of Clovis, and which doubtloas guided him in the olioioe 
of Ins earliest victim. Tho vary inloprity of tho noblo Roman’s character 
was one of these reasons. Had Clovis eommenoed tho work of destniotion 
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by aitfxokiiig bin kinsmen Sig'obei't of Colo.ifiic uiul lla^iuioluir of Oiinibi’uy 
(Cimioriiciuii) lio would not only Imvo received no aid frinn Sya|Yi*inq in bin 
iiiiri{>]iUM)U8 ao'^TOSHion, ljut iiiitJflifc have found liim ready Lo oppoau it. But 
a<yiiiu8L it wjis onay for Clovia to exciio LIkj ntitioiud apirit of bln 

b'rotlior Fraiika, buUi in and out of liifi owii terrilory. In Hindi iiii expedi¬ 
tion, even liiid the kinga declined 
to lake an acLivo part, bo ndght 
rcckoii on orowdn oC volnniecis 
from every FriiukiHli (/an, 

A« aoon therefore as ho laid 
emerged from the forced iinic.- 
tivilyof oxlroniu youlli (a jieriod 
ill \vlu(?h, i'ortnnalely for Jiim, be 
was left undistmhed by his le.'^s 
grasping and unHernjmlouH ncigh- 
lioura), ho determined to bring 
Iho <|UcsUon of jiro-eminence be¬ 
tween the i'Vanlcy and Koinans 
lo us caily ail issue as possiblo. 
Without wiiiting* for a plausible 
ground of (puuTol, lie eliulUmged 
Syugi’ius, morn Oi'rmmiiao^ Lo iho 
Hold, tlmt lUeii* roHiieotivu futen 
might bo delonninoil hy the god 
of battles. Ihignaeluir of ('am* 
bray was solioiLed to acooinpniiy 
his troaehcroim rulivLivo on this 
expodilion, and agreed to do 
so. Clninirie, anolhor I'kainkish 
nrineo, wliuso idliuneo had been 
looked for, prefnrred wailing un¬ 
til fortuno hull deiddud^ with the 
prudont iiiLoniion of .siding with 
tlio winner, and coming fresli 
into tho Ikdd in lime to spoil I bo 
YiUKjuiHhed. 

Syagrins was at iSoissonH (Aii- 
gnstii Snessiomim), which ho bad inhoriled from Ids fulhor, wlien Clovis, 
with clmraetci'i.stie decision and lajddity, passed Ihrougli the wood of j\i'- 
dinuu'H, and fell upon him witli vesistU'SH force. 'L'be Ibmuui was eom- 
pletoly defeated, and the victor, having lakoii possoHsloii of Soissims, Itheinis, 
J)nrocoi'loL’Uin, and other Itomaii towns in Ibo Ihdgiea Seeundii, extended Ids 
frontier to Ibc river btnre, the boundary of tlio Visigolbs. 'I'lds balllc took 
place ill -ISl) A.d. 

Wo know lltllo or nothing of the mutoriuls of wldeli tlio llonmti army wim 
eonipo.scd. If it consisted ontiroly of (bulls, accustomed to depend on Koiniiu 
aid, and destitute of the spirit of rroomcn, the ease with wbioli Syagriiis wan 
defeated will causo us less surpriac. Having lo.sl all in a binglo buttle, tlm 
unfortunate Uoman fled for roiugo to Toulouso (Tolosa), the court of Alaric 
king of the Visigoths, who basoly yioldod him to the throats of iho youtlifnl 
conqueror. But one futo awaited those who stood in the way of Ooviy- 
Syitgi'ins was iinmodiutely put to death, loss in anger than from tlio eiilcU- 
luting p<dioy which guided all tho moyomoubs of th« Malian’s unfoeling bciu't* 
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During: tlic next ton yearn aflor the dcatli of Syagrius, tlicre is less (,o 
relate of Clovis iliau might bo expected from the coinnienGoiiionl- of his 
career. Wo cannot aiipposo that budU a spint was really at rest: he was 
probably miraiiig liis strength niicl watching his opportiinibios; for, with all 
liisimpotuosity, lie was Jiot a nuiu to engage in an unclerLivking witliout good 
assuraiicQ of success. In the year 496 a.d. the SaUai\s began that career of 
conqueaL, which lliey followed up witli aoarccly any inlcrniissiou until tlio 
dciiUi of tlioir warrior king. 

The Altinianni, extending thonmelvo.s from tlioir original seats on tlio 
right bank of tlio llhinc, between the Main and Iho Datnibo, liacl piislicd 
forward into Gennanica PHma, where they came into collision with the 
Krankisli siibjocla of King Sigobert of Cologne. Clovis flow to the assistance 
of his kinanuin, and defealod tlio Abimanni in a gimt battle in the uoigh- 
boui'liood of S^ulpich. lie then ostablished a consUlevalfle mnuber of his 
Franks in tlic torritoiy of the Alainaimi, the traces of whoso residences are 
found ill the nnnios of b'ranoonin and Krankforl. 


ci.OYia I'uuiJK niuis'ciAN (ion a.u.) 

The saine your is roudored rcimirkuhlo in ccclosiiistioal history by the 
coiivorsion of Clovis to Ghristimiily. In 403 a.d., he had married Clotilda,^ 
Cliilpoi'i(5 tlio king of Burgundy’s daughter, who, being liorsclf a Cliristian, 
^Yi^M naturally anxious to turn away her warlike spouse from tlio rude faith 
of his forofathors. 'J'ho real result of hor oiuleavoru'S it is impossible to osti- 
inato, but, at all ovonts, she Juis not received from Instory tiic credit of success, 
't'ho luoro augg’CtiUous of uu aftcclioualo wifo would bo considered as too 
simple and prosaic a incuuH of accounting for a change involving snoli miglity 
ounsoquenoo.s. Tho conversion of tUovis was so vitally important to tbo 
iiitorcsts of tlio C'atholio churcli, that tlio chrouiclcrs of that woiidor-loviiig 
ago, ni'ofuHo in the omployniont of extraordinary means for tho smallest ends, 
could never be brought to boUeve that tliis groat event was tlie result of 
anytliing but a niiraolc of tho most pulflic and striking oharaoLor. 

'J'he way in which tlio convictions of Clovis wore clumgcd is unlmou'ii to iik, 
Inii thoi’o wore natural agciicios at work, and liis conversion is not, under the 
oircunistuncca, a thing to oxcilo .surprise. According to tlio common belief, 
howovor, in the Homan church, it was in the haltlo of ZiU]iioh^ that the heart 
of Clovis, callous to the pious solicitude of liia wife, and the pmverful ami al¬ 
luring in (luoiico of tli(3 (hitholic ritual, was touched by a special iiiteiposition 
of }>rovuloueo in his liohalf. When the fortune of tlio battle seemed Uuniug 
against him, ho thought of tho God wlioni Jiis wife adored, of wliosu power 
and majo.sty ho liad heard .so muoh, and vou'od that if lie escaped the pi'csont 
(hiiiger, and came oil victorious, lio would suft'or himself to be baptised, and 
licoonu! tho ohainpioii of tho Christian faith. Like anothor Constantine, ho 
saw written on tho face of hoaven that hia prayer was heard; lie conquered, 
anil fullillod his ju'omiso at (fliristmas in the eamo year, vdicii ho wits baptised 
by Koinigius at lllioim.s, with (Iirec thousand of Ids followers. 

The sino.erily of Clovis’ oxinvoraion liaa boon called in. question for numy 
reasons — sucli as the unsnitability of bis .subsoquont life to CUii'istinii priu- 
ei])lcs; Iml nhiolly on tho gjoiind of the many poUliml ndvanliiges lo lie 

f' Also fiitdlfid lllolliclilhl null Clollnltlk) 

[•'Clovis tlcfualcd tho Almiianiil In 400, but not, ns b wrongly ftlalctl, at Tolljiacurii or 
zaipicit.i 
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clol’ivud IVoin a public profession of the (Jalliollc ftiilh. AVo iiro Loo rotidy 
with such oxi)hiiiatioiis of the iictioiw of (liating'uishod (duu'iujtor.s, too 
}ipt to forgot that politioianH arc also men, Jind to (jvorlonk the very 
jxnverfiil infkieiicos which lie nearer lo llieii* honrts than (weii poliLiufjl 
calculiitioii. A Rjiirit was abroiul in the M-orld, (Irawiiipf men iiwiiy from 
tho graves of a dead hiUh to the lib anil light of llic (lospol —a spirit 
wliioh not ovoii the coldest ami slerncHt heart oonld allogolhcr j-osist. 
'J'hero was aoinotliing, loo, peonliurly imiiosing in the al titude of the Christian 
church nt that period. All else in tho Koiiian worhl soeinod dying of more 
weakness and old ago ; the (jliristiiin elmreh was still in iho vigour j)f j'oulli, 
and its professors were animalod hy indoniitalile por.s<!vm'anO(v (uid lioiindless 
zcul. All else foil down in tiUTor heforo tlie lairliarinu eojujuoror; tho 
faiiric of the churnli Hooinod indesiruoinde, and its uiiuistors stood erect in 
his presenue, as iC depending for stmiglh and aid upon a power, whieli was 
the more torrihlo heeanso indermile in its nature and iineci-liiin in ils mode 
of operation. 

And Clovis was as likely lo ho worked upon liy sneli means as tlie mean¬ 
est of his followers. AVo must notsnijpnso (Imt (lu5 diserejiaiiey iH'tweeuhis 
(llii'istiaii proroHslou and Ins pnliUc and jn-ivate ue.Uons, whieli we diset'rn so 
elearly, was ocpuilly ovidont U) himself, llow sliould it lie so? Jliw own 
eonsoioiieo was not spoeially enlightened beyond Uin measure of Ids ago. 
Tlio lu'avtmi warriors of his nation Imihsl liim’ as a patriot iiml hero, and the 
ininisLors oC (hid ussiiK'd him Unit liis vieiories were \v<m in the Hinwiee of 
Irutli and heaven. It is always dmigerons lo judge of Die siueerity of inen’s 
religious — perhaps we shouhl say theological — eonvmtions by tho ioiior of 
Lhcir moral oondiud, and this even in our own age and uathm } hut far moro 
HO in respect to men of olhov times and <!Ounlvies, iii n dilVeront slage of eivili- 
aatioii and reUgious dovelopmenl, at which the scale (d’ morality was not only 
lower, hut difforeiitly graduated from our own. 

'rii(5 conHcionee of a (5lovis vemuiuod undisturlied in I he midst of deeds 
wluuio, euorwuty wakcis us shuddev •, wud, uu Ihu oUww Uuud, hew tvvvuvl iu 
our eyes are some of those olTenee.s which hiailedliim with Iho heaviest Honse 
of Lniilt 1 The eternal laws of the (hnl of juslioe and mercy uuglit lie livokeii 
willi impunity ; and means whieli wc should call the Imscst treachery and 
ilio most odious enmity wore emjdoyed to lamipass the dcslriietioii of an lie- 
rolical or pagan enemy; hut woi* lo liiiu who offended Si. Alartin, or laid a 
linger on Uio jn'ojierty of the meanest of his .servants! Wlien (ilovls was 
seoUiiig Lo giuLify his lust of jiowor, lu* holievetl, ji<» d(m])l, that he was at llie 
same Uiue lighting under (lie hminer of (-hrisl, and destroying (lie eiiemu'S 
(if fiod. And no wonder, for many a priest und bishop Uiought (he Hiime, 
and told him what they (Ijoiight. 

AVt} are, however, far from alVn'ming that the jioUtieid advantages lo lie 
gained from an open av()W{il of the Catholio faith at tliis juneturo eHcap('d 
the notice of so nstule a mind ns that of Clovis. Ko one was more sensihlt! 
of those advantages than lie. 'I'lio imunallutu i5onso<|imiu'os were indeed 
apparently clisaslrons, Ifo was 1iim.self fearful of tho elTecl whieli his oluuigu 
of religion might luivo U])on lii.s Franks, und we are (.old that many of thmn 
left him. and joined his kinsman Uagmvvie. lh\l. the ill el’feeU, though im¬ 
mediate, Avore slight imd Irausiimt, while Hie good resull.s Avont on nconmu- 
lating from your in year. In tlio lirst i>la<jc, Ju.s hapllsm into Du! (htliolii’ 
chiu’oli eoiiciliiiLod for him tlio/.oalouH alTcotiou of his (-iulLo-Uoman sulijccis, 
whoso numlier and AvciiUli, and ahovo allwhoao Hiipovior knowledge mid in- 
Lclligeiice rendered their aid of tho ntinosl auiIuc. With respect to liis oavu 
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h'niiiks, wo aro jiisLillocl m «iipi)osing lluil, romovoa jih LIjov wore from iAio 
saci’Gd loottUtma wiLli wliioli tlioir faith wovS iutimaUly conueotod, tliey either 
viowod tho clmiigo with imlifforoiico, or, wavering botwoeu old nsaociatioiis 
anti prosont uiiliieiicoa, noedotl only tho oxaniplo of tlio king io deoido 
Lhcir olioioc, and induco thorn to onlUfc nuder the bannor of tho cross. 

Tho (jovinaii noigliboura of Clovis had cithov preserved their anoiout 
faiLli or adapted Llio Arian liorcsy. Ilia eouvorsioii tliorcforo was advau- 
tugeoua or diaudvantageous to liim, as regarded Uiem, according to tho objoota 
lie liad in view. Had lie really dosired to live with liis co 3 n})ulriot kings on 
tenns of equality and fi'KnidshijH his reception into a hostile clmroli would 
certainly not have furtherod. liis views* But notliing was more foreign to 
his thoughts than fviondship and allianoo willi any of the neighbouring tribes. 
His desire was to reduco them ah to 
a state of subjection to himself. Ho 
had tho gouiuiio spirit of tho con- 
(pioror, which eannot brook the aiglit 
of iiulopoiiduiico 5 and hiskoonintol- 
loct and unllinolung bokluo.ss on- 
iihled liim to soo his advantages and 
to tui'u them to tho ho-st tiooounU 

Mvon in those countries in wliich 
heathenisiu or Ariati Christianity 
jirovailed, there was gciiomlly a zeal¬ 
ous and united eomuiunity of Cath¬ 
olic (ihi'istians (iinduding all tlio 
lionuumo iiilial)Uuutn), who, being 
outiunuberod and ttometimes porsc- 
ciitud, were inclined to look for aid 
al)i'oad, (hoviH liociuno liy liia con- 
vorsieu tho (.)))jL'et of hopo and ut- 
tai'liment to sndi a I'luiy in almost 
eveiy cuuuLi'y on the eoiitincnt of 
J'hu’ujio, ilo had the powerful sup¬ 
port of tliu whole body of tlio Cutli- 
olic clci'gy, in whoso hearts tho 
intiUMsls of tliciv cliiu'cli far out- 
u’eighed all other considorutions. 
in oLhov times iind lands (in oiu* 
own for in.stamio) Die siurit of loy¬ 
alty and tlio love of country have 
oflmi Hul'llend io eimnteract tho inllncnce of theolngicul opiuiouK, and luivo 
iiiado men patriots in tho Iiour of trial, wlioii their spiritual allogiaiiee to an 
alien head Leniuled them to bo traitors. But wliat patriotism could Gallo- 
llomans feel, who for ages had boon the slaves of shives, or what loyalty 
U) barbaviau oppi-ossoi’s, whom they despised ns well as feared ? 

Xlio luippy oJTeots of Clovia’ conversion were not long in showing them- 
.sidves. In iliu very next year after that ovout (dOT a.d.) tho ArmoricauE, 
jjjhabiting tho comiiry hcLweon tho Seine .and Loire, who Imd stoutly de- 
i'cndml tli('insylvc.M against tho heathen Franks, submitted with tho utmost 
readiness to llic royal convert, whom hisliops delighted to hoiionr j and 
in almost every sucoccduig struggle iho advantages he dorh’od from the 
.sti'oniioiis support of the Catholic party became inoro and more clearly 
evident. 
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Ill 600 A.D. Clovis reduced ilio Hurgundionoa lo a slate of soini-dopondoneo, 
aflor u fjcrco and bloody battle wiUi auiidobald, tboir king, at Dijon on Uio 
Oucho. In this conflict, as in jilmoat every otlior, Clovis attained his ends 
in a great iiicasuro by turning to nocouiit the dissonsiona of liia onoinics. 
Guiidohald had called upon hia hrothor Godegiail, who ruled over one divi¬ 
sion of tlieir tribe, to aid him in repelling tl»o altaolc of the Knvukg. The 
call was answered, in appcarauco at least j but in the decisive struggle Godo- 
gisi], according to a Bocret undorHlaiiding, deserted with all his forces to the 
ouGiny. Guiidoiiald was of courso defeated, and subnilLlud to conditions 
■which, however galling to Jiis pride and iiatriotisiii, could not have boon vory 
severe, since wo ibid liini immediately uftorwarda jninishiug tlio triuiohory (>f 
Ilia brother, whom lie besieged in tlio city of Vionno (tlio Homan Viouiia), 
and put to deatli in an Avian church. 

Tlio oii'cumsLuncos of the tiiiic.s, ralher than llio modoralion of Clovis, 
prevoiitod him from calling Guiiclobald to acooiiut. A far more arduous 
alrugglo M'ns at hrunl, which noodod nil tbo wily Salian’s rosenvocs of power 
and policy to bring to a succossl'nl iHsuo — the fltru|?glo wHb the ])nworful 
king and pooplo of thoAGsigoths, Mdio.so immodinto noigbbour ho liad become 
after tho 'volinUary Hubmissioii of the Armoricans in '107 a.T). Tbo valour 
and conduct of their renowned king ICurio had put tlio wcsloi'ii Goths in full 
possession of all that jiorliou of (hiul which lay bolwoon the rivers lioiro 
and Rhone, Logethor with nearly tho ivliolo of Spain. Tliat (Usiinguishod 
monarch had lately boon tiuececdod by Ida mm Alayic II, wdio waa ju>w in 
tho flowor of youth. It was in tho war wdth this ill-stavrod priiico —tho 
moat diflicuU and doubtful in which he hud boon engaged--that Clovis 
oxporionced the full advauLagoa of his rcoont ohango of faith. King ICurio, 
who WHS an Arian, wise and grout us ho appears to hiivo boon in many ro- 
spoois, had alienatod the uffcctionB of luuUitudoa of his pooplo by porsoouLliig 
tho Calliolio minority 5 mul though tho same charge docs not a])poar to lie 
against AVaric, it is ovulcnt that the hearU of hin orthodox sul)jcota boat 
witli jio true allegianoo lowardf^ theii'^ liorctical Icing. 'J'lio liaptism of 
Clovis had lurnod tiieii* oycH toward.s him, ns ono who would not only free 
them from tlio porscculion of tlicir thoologicul onciuios, but procure for thorn 
and their church a spendy victory and a secure piYidoininanco. 'Die hopes 
they had foriiicd, and tho aid they wero ready to afford him, wore not un- 
kiicwiito Clovis, whoso eager mi>aoily was only olu’okod by tho cunsidora- 
tion of tho part whioli his brotlier-in-huv Tlioodorio, king of tho OvStrogotlis, 
was lilwoly to tako in tho nialtur. 

This groat and onlightuiiud (hdh, whoso rofmed inugniliomu'O roiidoi'.s tho 
coiitomptuous soii.sa in winch wo use tho term (iothio more than usually 
inappropriate, was over road}' to iiiodialo holwoou kindiod U'ibos of (rorinaus, 
wliom on every suitabln ocoasien ho exhorted to live in unity, nuudful of 
their common oi’igin. Ho i.s said on Lliis oecasiou lo have brought about 
a nicoliiig bolwccn Clovis and Alario on n mnall ishind in tlio Loire in tbo 
noigliboiirhocKl of Amboi.so. The story is very dunlitful, to say Llie least. 
Had bo done so mucli, bo would probahiy have done iiioro, and liavo sliieldod 
his youtliful kinsman with his strong right iinn, WiiatuYor he did was 
done in vain. Tim Frankish coiupioror know hia own advanlagus and deler- 
miiicd lo uso them to llio ntino.st. He received the aid not only of Ids kins¬ 
man StgcbciT of Cologne, wlio sent an army to hia support under CJmrarie, 
but of tliG king of thollurgundiaus (Bvirgundioim.s), who was also a CalhoUo. 
AVith an army thus united by iv coiiimon faith, inspired by religious zeal, 
and no loss so by the l^A’ankish love of booty, Clovis mai’ohod to almost 
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certain -vioiory ovor an iuoxpodoncod loader and a kingdom divided against 
itself. 

It is ovicleiit, from tlio language of Gregory of Touvs^o that this couflict 
between the Franks and Visigothe -was regarded by the ortliodox party of 
his own and preceding ages as a religious war, on which, hiniinnly speak¬ 
ing, the prevalenco of the Catholic or the Arian creed in western Europe 
depended. Clovis did evorything in his power to deepen tlii.s impression. 
Ho could not, ko said, gucUwq tlio thought that “llioso Arians" hold a part 
of his beautiful Gaul. As ho imssed through the territory of Tours, wliieli 
was supposed to bo under tho peculiar protection of St. hlartin, ho wns care¬ 
ful to preserve tho fltricto.st discijdino among liis soldiers, that he iwigliL 
further conciliate the cluirch and sanctify his undertaking. Ou his arrival 
at tho city of Tovri’s, ho publicly displayed his revoronco for iho patron 
saint, and received tlie thanks and good wishes of a whole chorus of priests 
assembled in St. hlartin’s ohurcli. Ilo was guided (according to one of the 
legends by which liis progress has boon so in-ofuaoly adorned) ilii-ough tho 
Bwollon watora of the river Vioniio ])y “a hind of wonderful magnitude 
and, as he approached tho oily ot Poitiers, a piUnr of fire (wlioso origin wo 
may trace, as siiila our views, to the favour of heaven or the treachery of 
man) shone forth from the. cathedral, to give him the aasiiranco of success, 
and to throw light upon his nocturnal march. Tho Catholic bishops in tho 
kingdom of Alario wore uiiivorsally favourable to the cause of Clovis, and 
several of them, who hud not tho paticnco to postpone tho manifustation of 
their sympathies, were expelled by Alario from their sees. Tho majority 
indeed inado w virtue of uocossity, aud prayed continvwlly and loudly, if not 
sinooroly, for thoir lawful monarch. Perhaps they had oven in that ago 
learned to approoiato the offlcjioy of montal reservation. 

OonseiouH of his own woaknoss, Alario retired before his terrible and 
implacable foo, in tlio vain liOi )0 of receiving assistance from tho Ostrogoths. 
TIo halted at last in tho plains of Vonlon, behind Poitiora, but oven then 
rather in oomijlianoo with tlio wishes of Jiis soldiers than from his own 
dollborato judgmont, Ills soldiers, drawn from a generation as yet unac- 
({uainted witli war and full of that ovorweening confidonco which ro.suUs 
from inoxporionco, woro ’oagor to moot tho oiiemy, Troachery also wius at 
work to provont him from adopting tho only moans of safoty, wlnuh lay in 
doforring ns long as po-ssiblo tho too unequal coiito.st. Tho Franks eanio 
on with thoir usual impetuosity, uiid with a woll-founded ooiiridouGo in 
their own prowess; and tho issue of tlio battle was in accordnnoo with tho 
auspices on cither side. Clovis, no le.s.«j strenuous in nctiml fight than wise 
and cunning in coiinon, exposed liiinsclf to every danger, and fought hand 
to hand with Alario himself. Tot the latter was not slain in the hold, but 
in tho disorderly ilight into which the Gotlm were quickly driven. Tlio 
victoriou.s I'hanks pursued thorn as far as Pordoaux (Burdigalu), wliorc 
Clovis i)aH.4cd tho winter, while Thierry, his son, was ovorriinning Auvergne, 
Qlunc 3 ^ Uouerguo. Tlio Goths, whoso now king was a minor, made 
no furtlier rcsistaiicoj and in the following year tho .Salian chief took po«- 
yoHsion of tho roynl treasure at Toulouse. Ilo also tnolc tlio to^yn of Au- 
goulemc, at tho captnro of which lio was doiihly rewarded for his sorvioes 
to tho cluirch ; for not only did tlio inlialiilaiilfl of that place rise in liis fav¬ 
our against tlio Visigothio garrison, but tho very walls, lilco those of Jorioho, 
foil dou’n at his iipjiroaoh 1 

A .short time after these events, (flovis roooivcd tlie titles and ihgnily 
of llonian patricius and consul from tho Greek cuiiieior Anaslasius; who 
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iippCiiiH tu luLVti buoil pi'OUiptod to this act more by inotlvcy of jctilouay luul 
liaLrod iowiirdH Thoodoi‘i« tlio Ostrogoth, tlaui by any lovo lie boro tliu roaU 
Icaa and cJiuroaching bb'iuilc. 'I’lio nioaiuug of thoso obsolcLo titles, as iippHod 
to tlioao -wlio blood in no direct relation to oitlior division of tho Itoinan 
Empire, ]uis Jicvcr been suiliciently explained. Wo are at lirst Hurprised that 
Huceessful warriors and jiowerfal Jdngs, like Clovis, Pepin, ami Cluii'leimigmi 
hiinauU, bhuukl cundcaeend U> accept BvveU empty lummu's at the bauds of tbc 

niitforaldo eunncli-ridden nionarcdis of tlio blast. 
That the llyzautluo oniperorw alundd affect a 
superiority over coiiLciiiporary sovui’cigiis is in- 
lollig’iblocuoiigli; the weakest idiot among llicjn, 
who lived at tlie mercy of his women and ids 
Kluve.s, bad never rosigiKul one tittle of liis pro- 
tensiojm to that universal umpire which iin 
Augustus and a 'ITiijan once poHscHsed. Hut 
wlionco tlio noqiiiescoueo of (hovis and his great 
suoeessors in this arrogant assumptiou'/ We 
may Ixsst ucconiit for it ])y i^mmrkijig liow long 
tho piestige of jmwor survives (ho sLnmglli tJiat 
gave it. H\m of Umne \vaw set, but live Uvi- 
light of law greutuoss still rested on the world. 
Tlio ({ermun kings and warriors reiseived with 
ploiisiiro, and wove willi prides a til)«5 \vliioh 
immglit tlumi into coniuH!(ion willi Ibat imporial 
city, of whose uiiiverHul dominion, of whose skill 
Jii arms and arts, (ho traeos lay everywhuiu 
around thoni. 

Nor was it without Home solid advauLiges in 
tho cli’cinustances in wliich (llovis was plaaod. 
lie I’ulcd ovov a vast popnlntion, wliieh hail not 
long ceased to bo mdijocts of llio empire, iiiid 
Ktill rojoiced in Ibo Uoinnii name, lie fully ap- 
procialcd Umiv iuUdlovtuul snpm’ieriiy, and bad 
already exporieiieed tho value of tlieir assist- 
iiiieo. Whatever lomlod to inevisise his [icr- 
.sonal dignily in tludr eyes ('and no doulil. the 
solemnproohuimlion of Ida lloiiiau lilies had (Ids 
loudciiey) ho deeiuod of no small importance. 

Ill the saine year (hat ho was invi'slod willi (ho diadem iiiid purple robe 
ill the oluu'eliof Ht. ^larlin at 'I'ours, tho uneroaoliiiig hVaiiks liiiil llie soull)- 
ern and eastern liniiLs of Uieir kingdom luiirked out hm them by llm powerful 
hand of Thoodoi ie tho Croat. T’lio In'uvo but peace-loving (rolh Jmd Lrimled 
Loo much to bis iiilluenoo witli Clovis, and had JntpoiL (o tlie last (n save (he 
unliappy Ahu’ic, by warning and inediation. Tho shuigbUir tif the Visigoliis, 
Iho death of Alario Idmyelf, the fall of Angoulemo and 'loulouso, tlio ailvanee 
of tho Pranks upon tho llhoni', ’where they wore now besieging Arb's (Ave- 
l.ito), had effectually uiidceoived him. IIo now jvi'Opared Id i)i'ing forward the 
only argumeiils to which tlio iMir of a Clovis is over open— Llm batllo-eiy of 
a superior army, His faithful Ostrogotlis were Hunimnmid (o iiieol in llm 
month of June, 50H a.d., and ho plaeed a powerful avmy under (ho eoinuiaud 
of Eva (Iblju ur IlclilaO^ who led his forces iulo Caul over (ho MoiilUerii 
Alps, 'I'ho Frank,s and llurgumliivns, who wore investing Arles and (hreas- 
botiiic, raised the siege and retired, but whether willioul. or in (’oiuK'ipnmce 
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of a baUlo ia ronclored doubtful by the conflicting testimony of the lumalists. 
Tlic aubsequont terriloriiil p(jsitionof the combatuiila, however, favours llio 
iiecouiib given by Julian^ that a battle did take place, in which Clovis aiul 
his allies received a most decided and bloody defeat. 

Tlio check Uins given to tlio extension of liis kingdom at the expense of 
other Gorniaii nations, mid the desire perhaps of collecting fresh strength for 
a more succossf nl struggle thereafter, seem to have induced Clovis to turn his 
utiention to tho destruction of his Merovingian kindred. The manner in 
which ho GfCoctod his purpose is related with a fulness which natuvfiUy 
excites suspicion. Ihit though it is easy to detect botli absurdity and incon¬ 
sistency in many of the romantic details with wliicli (Ircgory has jliirnishcd us, 
wo SCO Jio reason to deny to his slatomonta a foundatioii of Jiistorical truth. 

Clovis was still but one of acvcral Emiikish kings j and of these Sigelievt 
of Cologne, king of tlio Hijmarians, was little inferior to liim in the extent 
of his dominions and tho nunihoroC liig subjects. Eut in other respects—in 
mental activity and bodily prowess —“ tho lame ” Sigciicri was no match ioi' 
Ilia Saliau hrotlior, I'lio oilier Frankish rulers were Chararie, of whom 
mojitiou Jius heou made in uonnocUon with Syagniis, and Kagnaclmr (or 
Kagmiohas), 'wlio hold his court nt Cambvay. T'ho lung-dom of Sigebert 
oxtondod along both liaiilcs of tho Uliiiio, from Arogontiiioum (hiain/.) down 
to Cologne j to thu west along tho IMosollo us far as T'roves; and on tlio east 
to tho river FviUhv and tho bovdovs of Thuringia. Tiio Franks who occupied 
this country iiro supposed to luivo taken poasossion of it in tho reign of Valeii- 
tinian III, wlien hlaliiz, Cologne,and Treves wore conqiiorod b;y a host of 
Hipmu’hins, Sigobort, as wo have soon, had como to the aid of Clovis, in 
two voiy iniporlaiit l)attlo.s witli tlio Alamninu and llio Visigoths, and liiid 
sliown himself a rotuly and faithful friend whonover his co-operation uus 
required, lint gratitude was not included among tho grace.s of tho champion 
of callioliciiy, wlio only waited for a suitable opportiniity to doprivo his 
ally of tliroiie and life. 'IMio present juncture was favouraelo to his wishes, 
and enabled him to rid hUusolf of his beuofactov in a maiiuor peculiarly 
suited to Ills Inste. An attempt to conquer tho kingdom of Cologne by 
force of iiniiH >voul(l Juivo boon but feebly .seconded by Ids own subjects, and 
would liavo met with a stout resistance from tlio llipnarians, who wore eon- 
seious of no inferiority to tlio Saliaii tribe. Ilis olforts wore therefore 
diroeled to tho destrneiion of the royal house, tho downfall of which was 
liastonod by internal divisions. 

Clotuire (or Clotiirie), the expeetant hoir of Sigebert, weary of liojio de¬ 
ferred, gave a ready ear to the hellisli .siiggostioiia of Clovis, wlio urged him, 
liy the Htrougest appeals to his amhitiou and cupidity, to the murder of 
Ills father. Sigebert was .slain by his own son in tlio huclioniaii forest near 
Fulda. The wretched parricide oncloavoured to seouro tho further con- 
nivanco of Ids temjiLor, by oiToring him a share of tlio blood-stained troasnro 
lie had acquired. Ibit 6iovi.s, who.so part in tho transaction was probably 
unknown, ulTceteil a fooling of horror at tho unnatural orinio, and proeured 
tlio imiiiodiato usHiissinatlon of Clolairo — an act which I’id him of a rival, 
.siloneod iin omburrassing accomplice, and iondocl rathor to raise tiian to 
lower him in tlie opinion of tho Jiipuariaus. It is not snrjii'ising, therefore, 
that when (Uovis pro])osed Idiihsclf as the succo.ssor of .Sigebert, and prom¬ 
ised the full recognilum of all existing riglds, his ofl'er slionld ho juyfnll^y 
aeecpiecl. Jn fiOii a.d. he was olectod king by tho Hipiuirlaiis, and raised 
upon a shield in the city of Cologne, according to the J'kankish eiisloiii, .iiuid 
goiieml aeelamiiUou. 
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“And thus,” saja Gregory of Tours,o in the same c5hjii)Ler in ^vlncll he 
volatofl the twofold nnirder of ins kindred, “God daily prostrated his oJ]e- 
iniea before liim and inoronsed his kingdom, bocanse lie wiilkod before him 
with an ujiriglit Jieart, and did what was iileiiaiiig in liis eyesl ”—so coin- 
pletoly did his services to the Catholic church coneoid his moral dufonnUios 
from the eyes of ovoii tlie best of the ecelesittstical liiaiurians. 

I'o tho destruction of his next victim, Ohuraric, whose power \vns far 
loss formidablQ than that of Sigobort, Jio was impelled by vengeance as well 
as ambition. 'Chat caiitionfl prince, instead of joining the other Franks in 
tlicir attaok upon Syagrius, had stood aloof and waited upon foriuue. Yot 
wo can hardly attributo tho coudnet of Clovis towards liini chielly to re¬ 
venge, for his moat faithful ally had l)Oou his eai'Ue.st victim j and friend and 
foe wore alike to liiin, if they did hut cro.ss the path of his ambition. After 
getting possession of Chararic and liw son, by tampering with tlioir folhiw- 
ci’S, Clovis compelled them to cut off thoir royal loolcs and becoiim priests ; 
subsequently, however, ho (*auso<l tliem to be put (i» death. 

llagiinolmr of (kinbriiy, whose kingdom lay to llio north of the iSoiuiuo, aiul 
extended through Flanders and Artoi.s, might have proved a more forniiihi- 
hlo antagonist, had ho not liocomo unpopular among his own Hulijeets by the 
disgusting licontiouHiioss of Ids manners. '’J'ho account wliiih (iregory gives 
of tho manner in wliioli liis ruin w'ns effected is more curious than cnsilible, 
and adds tho charge of Bwindling to the black list of crimes recorded agaiu'^t 
tho man wlio “walked before God with un npriglit heart.” Aocording to 
tlio historian, Clovis bribed the followorsof Kagnaebav with nrimuir of gildcil 
iron, whioli they mistook, aa ho intended they sliouUl, for gold. Having 
thus crippled by treachery the strength of hi.M omnny, Clovis led an arjny 
over the Soinmo, for tlio purpo.HO of uttaokhig liim in liis own territory' 
Kagnachar prepared to moot him, )>ut wu.s bolmyed by Jiis own Holdiiu's and 
delivered into the hands of tho invader, (hovis, willi fiicotiouR orncUv, 
liroaohed tho fnUon monarch for having disgraced Ihoir (jommon family by 
siifforiiig himself to bo bound, and thou split his slcull witli an nxe, 'rho 
.same absurd cluirgo was lirought against llichar, tho brother of Ragnaehar, 
and tho same pnniBlnnont inllicUKl on him. A lliivd l)i'ollier was jmt to 
death at Mans. 

Gregory refers, ihougli uothy name, to <»lher kings of tlie saine family, 
who wore all destriiyed by Clovis, “ilaving killed inuiiy ollu'r Kings,” he 
.says, “who were his kinsmen, boeanse ho feared tlioy might deprive Inin of 
liis power, lie extended his kingdom llirougli Hie wlude of Gaul.” He also 
tolhs m that tho royal hyjiocriio, having suinmoned a goiK'.ral assonildy, eoin- 
plained before it, with lears in his eye.s, iliat ho was “alone in llie world-*' 
“Alius, for me 1 ” lie said, “ I am loft as an iiUeii among strangars, and liavii no 
relatives who can assist mo.” 'I'liis ho did, aeeording to (li'ogory, “ not from 
any real love of his kindred, or from remorsi' at the (bouj^diL of Ids ci-Imes, 
but that lie might ibid out any more relatives and ]mt llieiii also lo death-” 

Clovis died at Paris, in 51! in Mm forly-liftli year of his age iind 
the thirtieth of his active, blood-stained, and e\eiUfnl reign, Jf(i U\'(mI there¬ 
fore only five years after the decisive battle of A^onlon. 

Did wo not know, from the judgment bo ]>as.ses on ollmr chttraotors in his 
history, that Gregory of Tours was eajiablo of ajjpre<'iatiiig the noliler and 
geutlor qualitio.s of human nature, we iinglil easily imagliu; as we read wluiL he 
says of (Uovis tlial, Oliristiuu hi.shop as lie was, he hud an idlogether ilill'orcnt 
standard of right and wj'ong from ourselvoM. Not u single virtuous or grn- 
ei'oii.s action has the pancgyri.sl found to record of Ids favoured licvo, wldk* 
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iill thal/ lui tloos rtjlalo ol Jiini tends to cleepoa oui' eonvictiou that tliis 
fiivourito of heaven, in whoso brliulf miriiclos wei'o fi'ooly woi'iccd, whom 
dopiU'tod aaiuts led on to victory and living ministors of God doliehted to 
honour, was quite a phoiiomoiioii of evil in the moral world, from his com- 
Ijiuing in himself tiio opposite and ajjpareufcly incompatible vices of the 
mcimest Ireiuiliei'y and tlio most audaoioiia wickedness. 

Wo can only account for this amazing oblupiity of moral vision in such 
a man as Gregory, l)y ascribing it to the oxtraordiiiary valno allnelwd in 
those times Qand wouhl thwtNVft cowlA say in those times oniy^ to extevnai 
acts of <leYntion, and to every service rendered to the llointm ohnreh, If, 
in far happier ages ihiin those of which wo apeak, tlic most polluted con¬ 
sciences liavo pui'cbast’-d connolatiou and oven hope ijy building chui’clics, 
endowing luonastorios, and paying reverential boniago to the clispenset's of 
God’s morels can wo wonder that tho oxtraordinnry services of a Clovis to 
Catliolic ChrisLuiihty hIiohUI cover even Jus foul .sins ns with a cloak of snow ? 

lie Imd, indeed, without tho slightest provocation, deprived a noble and 
peacoal)lo neighbour of Ills power and life. IIo Inul treacherously nundored 
Ilia royal kindred, and deprived their children of their Ihrlhright. Ho hncl 
on all oocuslons shown hlmsolf tho Iiourtloss ruillan, the greedy conqueror, 
tho blood-thirsiy tyrant} but by his conversion he had led tho way to the 
triumph of Catiiolioiain; ho luul saved tho Homan church from the Soylla 
and Churyhdis of horesy and paganism, planted it on a roolc in the very 
centro of iiuropc, and flxed its doctrines and traditions in the liearts of the 
conquoi'ors of tho West. 

Othor reasons, agaiib may sorvo to reconcile Clio politician to his momovy. 
The iinportanco of tho task which ho performed (ihongli fi’om the basest 
moUveal, aud tho iufluoiioo of Ida reign on tlio desliules of Europe, can 
liai'dly 1)0 ovorruLod. Ho founded Iho monarchy on a Iirm and enduring 
i)asis. IIo lovollod, with a strong though bloody liand, tho barriers whioli 
separatfid Franks from Franks, and consolidatod a number of isolated and 
hostile tribes into a powerful and united nation. It is true, indeed, that this 
unity was soon disturbed by divisions ol a different nature} yet the idea of 
its lojiaibility and dosirablonoss was deeply fixed in the national mind} a 
reiurii to it was often aimed at, and aomotiinos acoomplishod.tf 

“ 'L’ho only oonooivablo palliation for any of tho erhuos which Clovis oom- 
inittod,” says Hodgkin,^’ “ would have boon the advantage of soouring tlie 
\niitY of tho Ih’ankiHli state. Yot that unity was iininediaUly impaired by 
tlie division of his doininions among his four sous.” 


SUOUIiJSSOKS OP OLOVIS TO PEPIN 

III llui rcigu of Glovis a new mouuroliy Imd ])eeu formed beyond tho 
Rhine, that of the Thuringians, who, after their incorporation with other 
l I'iboH, full nn iho ti'ans-Uhonish Franks. The latter imploroil tho aid of their 
kindred tribes in Gaul '• Thierry, tho oldest, and Clotairo, another son of 
Glovis, earriod the war into Thuringia. Those princes triumphed over the 
enemy, whoso rulers they oxtorminatod, aud whoso country Thierry added 
to ills possuHsioua. Some of King HermaufrkVs ohildron, however, escaped 
into Italy, whence, in tho sequel, bhoy appour to havo returned and to have 
given rise to the ducal house of Thuringia. In tho eama maiinei' the duoh- 
i(‘M of Swabia and HaviU'ia wore added to tho domains of Thierry } so that 
thu umpire of tho Fi'anks now oxlonded from Bohemia to tlie British ChanneJ, 
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and from tlio inoutli of tho Elbo to Xanguodoc and Toiiloiiso. But it tlicl 
nob aatisiy Ihoir ambiUoii, ■\vhicli next Uiruud towards Buigundy (523). 

Clotilclj], iho widow of Clovis, w’hoin siipcrstllioii has ciiiionisod, romom- 
Ijorocl fclio innoaiicro of Iior parents and brothers, unci the chingoi’N of her owJi 
iiifiiiioy, mid siio iiivSljigiitod her sous lo voiigciiiice. SigiKiniind, the son of 
her imclc Gundtiliuld, now occapiod iho thioiio of Burgundy. lie too is 
lionoiu’cd us 11 Hiunt, though soon iiftor his uci‘e.s.sioii lie luul imirdored his own 
son at the instigation of .i second wife. Tiirough Hie oxhortiitions of ilie lioly 
widow, her tiu'oc sons Cluldeherl, Clotairc, and Gloclomir (Tliicrry, who whr 
not liQi' son, refused to have any part in the war) hivadud the proviuee, and 
defeated Sigisinuiid. Olodomir took him captive, and threw liiin, with liis 
wife and cliUdren, into a well. Godomar, brothev of SigUnvnnd, roUbcted 

aiioLlier army, defeated tlio 
l‘’ranks, and luiving gained 
IiosBc.ssion of tJlodomir — siu-li 
is fate’s retributive jiistiee I 
— Iiolieudod liiin. Afler iluj 
death of (^lodoniir, tdotairo, 
tlio .socoiuL bi'otlu'v, who hiul 
two wives nli'L'iidy, nuu'j’ied tlio 
widow, iiud bec'iinio the pro¬ 
tector of hiw two iui’anl bouh. 

Bcsolvi’d to koej) their iii- 
herilaiice, Cliildihert imd Clo- 
tuire .soil to CAotildu, their 
granduiollier, a sword and a 
pair of scissors, ^vis]ung to 
Know whetiu'.T she preferred 
their ilealli or tlieir seelusion 
in the cloister. Ju tlie piissioii 
of the nioinout, slie deelai'i'd 
that ahe would rather sea them 
dead than doprivod of tJioir 
rightful inheritujuHi; and her 
^Ymds Houled their fate. Clo- 
tairo .seized tlie elder, net ten 
yeans of age, and plunged a 
knife into his lieart; the 
younger, who was not .h<‘v(*u, 
terriliod at the sight, knelt 
before tAiildeliert, and patheli- 
oally prayed for Ufo. C'hildebert was suddouly housiblo of pity ; and, witli 
tears in his eyo.s, lie liogg’ed tliat, the child’s lite nnglit lie spared. ‘Gt was 
Uiyself Ihiib urged mo bo this 1 ” replied the Jioiidish Cloliiiro: “ give nie the 
child, or cUo in Ids Htoad I ” The survivor was iunucdiiitely imu'devcd ; 
their nurses, pages, and .servani.s shaved the same fate, and tlio kingdom of 
Ulodomir wms diviclcd belwceii the two royal asaassiuH. With un inci'uased 
uvmy, they again invaded Burgundy, which Uicy conciuerod and dividcii 
betwooii tliom, as (hoy liad before divided that of thoir bi'other CAodomir. 

On tlio death of Thierry, in 53d, ho was Huoocodod liy Ids son 'riumdilierl, 
who mhevitpd h\a nnntial ebaraoter, and wnB oonHoqucutly loo formidable to 
bo servecl like tho nous of Olodomir. lie headed scvoral expi’ditions iiiio 
Italy'^ and Spain, which, however, wore not disting'uiHhod liy iniiuh smsiCHS ; 
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]ior WHS Ills son and suRccRSor TlioudcbaUl (648-665) more forUiiifitR. On 
tho donih oC llio laitoi*, OlcAaiio, Ids iinolo, married Ida widow and scizod his 
kingdoin, wiihoui dividing il with OhiUlehert: the whole kingdom of the 
Franks was conaofiiioid.ly in the Jmnds of the two sons of Clovis. In 
I'ovciige, Childnhort oxoitod a civil wav; hut dying hoforo ils conoliision 
(558), liis kingdom foroihly seized hy Clolaire, now sole inonareli of 
ilio Franks, who exiled his wife and danghtors. A year hofore Ins death, 
Olotuirc eoJidonniod to the lire his oldest son, who had reladled against him, 
and that prince’s wife and daughters, with as imicli coolness as lie could have 
ordered t)zo oxoniilioii of tho nicwt guilty slmnger. Jii fact, in tlie wide eatn* 
Jugno of Jininnn vices, ihoro is scarcely oiio which was not practised iV the 
ahrnninahle inhiccs of tliis dynasty, wliosc niomory will lie hold in cverla.si- 
ing excanulioii. 

To follo^v in detail the actions, in ollior words ilic cidines, of this detpst- 
ahle dyuasLy, Avould ludthcr suit our liiniU nor gratify the render : we nimsb 
vapidly glance at llio chi(‘f rcRoUitioim of the Frankish Kinpire. Like his father, 
Olotuivc I at his doalh left four sons, and all foni* divided his stales among 
tlicin. This division was cffccl-ed hy lob. Aiistrasia, or oastom France, coni- 
jirohcuding the provinces on both aides of tho llhino, and extending from 
lhvv-Hnr>Auhe into Jlohmnia, foil (.o Sigehori, who removed his capital from 
llIieiniH to Metz. Nensiria, or wostorn Fi’ance, wiiioli extended from Bar to 
the ohaiinol, and even to tho c.onrinoK of Anuitainc, foil to Clnlpcvio, whose 
eonrt was iit H()isH()nH. <lontram, who liad Jlurgimdy, established Jiimself at 
ChfilonH-HUr-Suoim j and Oliavihovt, from Paris hie cupitnl, rnlRil over Aqui¬ 
taine {ind a narrow slip of the iutcriiuKliate country. lint Oliariljort aooii 
died, leaving his HtatcH to ho divided among his three lirothers. 

'J’lie render’s mind is no doubt iirojiarod for tho same dissejisions among 
the sons of ('llolairo an among thoao of Clovis; ho miglit peruse far more 
lioi’j’ors, if oitlier our Ihnil.s oj* inclination disposed us to witlidraw ilio veil 
which covered Lhoin. Wo will raise one corner. SigoboiT and Chilporio were 
nniisnnlly liostile i-o oiudi other, not so mucli through ambition as tlirough 
Llio oninily of their wives, the famous llnmoliild and Fnulcgund : the former 
was dnughtor of Athauaglld, Visigothic king of Spain; the latter a low 
Froneliwonuui, who, sooing herself rejected hy Chilperic for Galeswintha, a 
sister of Briinchild, swore revenge not only against her rival hut also against 
Siguhoi't and jlrmu'hild. 

Soon renewing her eiupiro over the heart of Chilperic, Fredogund prooured 
tho inurdor fif Galeswintha, ami her own olovatioii as qnoon. She then incited 
her husband In a long war with Sigohorl; but, ns it was not so siiccoasrul as 
she wislicd ; and as Sigohort came near to dethroning horsolf and her lius- 
band, nIic avoided that fate by tho (lugger: in 676, tho victor foil by one of 
her Iiivcd assassins. 7’lie victim was siioeoedod in the kingdoin of Aiistrasia 
hy his son C/hildoheri II; hut, ns tho prince was too young to govern, the 
udmini.stration devolved on a iioav fiinotioiuiry — tho mayor of the palace, 
/I grand judge and goiioral of the kingdom, Jlruiiobild was liikon captive j 
.'ind hor fate would soon luivo boon decided, had not AlerDYfone, tho son of 
Oliilporic, hut not of Frodogund, fallen in love with hor, and married hor. 

Tho newly mari’iod connlo took siiiiotuary in tho ohuroh of St. Martin at 
Tours, and were jn'oLoetod by the historian and bishop St. Gregory. Chil- 
pnrio, however, Keijavalod thorn: ho ro.storcd Rriiiiohild to llio Anstrasinns, 
who wove iinniiig in (he cause of ihoir raoiiarcli’s mother; but Morovfcus soon 
I'cdl a victim to the persecutions of Frodogund. Clovis, anotlior .son of her 
hunband hy a fonnev queen, l^rcdeguml, no doubt with Chiipcric's consent, 
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(’aiLSud to perisli by ilie dagger: so Unit now }ier own eliildrcii only ro- 
uminod to inhoi’it Iho kingdom ol! Noustria. Bui on lUo iissassination of her 
husband, in r)8i, lliough sho proolaiwod hor son Clotiiire II, the army, 
detesting both hor and her offspring, hailed Guiidowold, a bastard of the 
doceasGcl monarch, as their chief. Gundowald, however, who could not sup¬ 
port Ids olovation, pcrisliod miserably j and his firmest support, St. Prastcx- 
livUus, bishop of llouon^ fell under the sword of uii ay.siissiu hired by Frede- 

giuul. In 693, G on tram, who was 
ohihUesfi, paid tho debt of nature, 
ami Oliildebert of Austrasia Hoized 
Hurguiid5% to the pvojudicQ of Olo- 
tairo II, tlio ropiiti'd Jioird 

On the death of Childebort, proh- 
ably by powoii, Austrasia foil to his 
eldo.si son TJioudobort, aged only tcui 
years j and JAirguiuly to his second, 
Tliiony IJ, ag-od only nine. As Olo- 
tairo 11, king of NouHlriii, was only 
olovon, the monareJiy of tlio Franks 
was subject to tliroe minors, or ratlior 
to tlio Uirco mayova of the palace who 
governed iji their name. In 012, 
Thierry II, with tho aid of Clotaire, 
vunquwho(i Iuh biotlior 'J'houdobort 
of Au.stra.sia, whf)m ho calmly put to 
dentil; Uio fr)llowing year Jio siid- 
douly died} liis hojih foil into tlio 
power of Ololairo, who was not likely 
(o show much morey to tJio oJTspring 
of his mother FrcdeguiuVs enemy. 
Two of tlio son.s lie murdorod; n 
third, wliom ho had liold over the 
baptismal font, ho uon.soulod to 
suvo; and Brniiohild, their grand- 
luotlior, who at tho Hamo timo boeame 
his captive, ho caused to expire in 
Iho mo.st cruel iormouts. [lie lied 
her to tliG hnel.s of a wild hor.se.] By tlioso bloody uxocutions be was, in 
Ull), lit Llie head of the whole Franki.sh lCin|iii'o in Germany and Gaul. 

Some years before hi.s deiitli, ho eaii.sod Dugobi'i’t, hi.s ohUiV mm, to lie 
crowned king of AnHU’a.smj and after that oveiit (028), Aiiuil.iino fell to 
his Hoemul, Ohavibort; but in three years Chavibort dit'd, his infant sou ^Ylvs 
luuvclercd iiy Diigobert, and imity waH once more restored to the inouaicliy. 
But Ihigobort, like all Lho princes of his laimo during tho lust oentiuy and 
a half of iU oxisteuco, was as fcoblo iu body as ho \Yua eA'uel in heart; like 
them, through his early vices ho was overtaken by old ago in tho prime of life. 
On hia death iu 608, his states woro dividod botwcou his two infant sous. 
vViistrnsia fell to Sigoborfclll; Nniistria and Burgundy to Clovis II. The 
former was governed by tho mayor, Fopin, Bubsoqucnlly by Grimwald, tho 
son of Pepin ; tho latter by Eroiiiwalcl. Both princoH died about tho usual 
age, botwoon bwonby and twonty-five.^ 

f> Tl\o absmpUoii ot tUo KiuenmUim WiiRrtom liy Uw VuuUch Ib vngiwly iclluciuil la LUo gu at. 
Gennan opk‘, llio Xihchtn(/c)ilml.\ 
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THIS lUSE 01? PEPIN 

The acccHsioii of the fivo-yeai'-oUl Cliilclehert II to the kingdom of Ans- 
traaia in 676 provcid an oxcellont opportunity for Uie vassala to increase their 
power at tlio oxpona(i of tlio throne ; and tlicy elected a high palace official 
to nssuine tho cliargo of rearing tlio young Icing and maintaining the peace. 

It was not a now institution that the AustrasUm nobles thus created. 
Since the house of the potty chiof of Tournny had becomo tho palaco of tlio 
king of Gaul and his support a nursery of groat olhcials and royal digni¬ 
taries, the nntriJStions, soinefciinoa disporsed over iJie conquered territories, 
and again gathered around tlieir prince, luid preaerved thoir relations with 
him and hoLwcen thomsulvca. Tho chiof and his companions had grown 
groat togothor, and men, becomo rich and powerful, continued to fill in the 
ouminunal houseliold tho functions of micskalk (seucolial), of mamlmlk 
(marshal), and of slcanka (cupbearer); wlnlo ho among the antrnsLions who 
exorcised a gonoral survoillanco over tho housoliold, who took clmrgo of tho 
publio wclfaro, and wlio sat in judgment over quarroly arising between 
vassals, was quite naturally tho iirat olficor of ilic palace, the iiitenclant 
general of tho erown domuims, tlio pjfmo minislor, and lljo higlicst personage 
of the stato after the king himself. Wo arc not sure of tho Gormanio title 
of tins oifioial} it would socni that ho was commonly calh'd in tho Tnutniiio 
laiiguago the Imony the duko or loader far exccllenee. The Gallo-Roinnns 
oallod Inm the mojor dewius, ”tIio groalost, tho first of the house,” a quiilifl- 
oatiou formorly given among tho wealthy Romans to tho freedman, or even 
tlio slave, wlio had authority over tho otliov slaves and diroctod tho manage- 
moiit of tho household. 

Up to Oliildoburt’H aecoHsioii, tliis mayor of tho palueo had boon tlio croat- 
uro of the king and his rejmcscnlativo before llio vassals, but now tJio Aue- 
trasian nohility luado him tho roproHonlativo of tho vassals heloro tho king 
and tho ovoi’Huor of royalty. In this thoro was a eompluio rovolulion.w 
On tlio death of Dagobort, (>118 a.d., his son, Olovis II, a child of six 
years old, suecoeded liim. During his minority tho government of Noustria 
and Eiirguiidy was oarriod on by Iiis lAothor Nantinidie, and tho nmjor- 
domiis ACgii, while L’opiii and others shared the supronie power in AusLraaia. 
Repin dioil t)80 or 040 A.B., and a long and ferocious contest onaiied for the 
vacant inayoraKy, which was linally takon possession of by Pepin's own son 
(Irimwjild. So low Imtl tho imwer of tlm nominal monarclm already sunlc, 
that, on tlio death of Sigoborl III, in G54 A.n., Grirawald ventured to shear 
tho locks of tho rightfid hoir, Dagobort TI, and, giving out that ho was doad, 
sent liiiii to Ireland; ho thou ])roposod his own eon for tho vacant throne, 
under tho prelonco that ,Sigol)ert hud adopted him. But tho timo was not 
yet ripe for ho daring an usurpation, nor does Griiuwald appear to iiave been 
the man to take tlio load in a rovolulioii. Both tho attompt itself, and its 
misorahlo issue, go to provo that Iho eon of I^epiii did not inherit tlio wis¬ 
dom aiul energy of tlio illiiHtrioiis stock to wlnoli ho belonged. TJie king 
of Burgundy and Noiistria, ])rol; 0 ndiiig to acquicaco in the accession of 
Griiuwald’a son, Hiimmonod tlie father to Piiria, and caused him to he seized 
during his journey by Homo PranlcB — who arc roproBcnled as being highly 
indignant at his presumption — and pul to death. 

Tho wliole FraiikiHli Jilmpiro was tiuis once inovo nnited, at least in name, 
under Clovis II (who died in C 6 G a.d.), and uiidor liia son and successor, 
Clotairo III, whoso mothor, Balthildis, an Anglo-Saxon by birth, adminis¬ 
tered tho kingdom with groat ability and aueoosg. But the interests and 

n, w,—vof,. Yit, 21 
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feelings of the Gornmn provinces wore too disUnct from those of Burgiumy 
and Ncusti'ia to allow of thoir long rcnuuning even nominally under ouo 
head. Tlio Austraaiana wero eager to have a king of their own, and accord¬ 
ingly another son of Clovia waa raised to tlio tlirono of Austrasia iindor tho 
title of Cliildoric II, with Wulfwald as Jus ninjor-domus, 

At iliQ death of Clotjure III in NoiisLria(in ()70 a.d.) tho whole ompii-e 
was thrown into confusion by the ambitious projects of Ebroin, his major- 
domus, who sought to place Thierry lU, OloLliairc’s youngest brother, who 
was still ii mere child, on tho throne, that lie might coniiiuic to reign in his 
name. Ebroin appears to Imve proceeded towards lua object with too liitly 
regard for the opinions and feelings of tho other soignours, who rose against 
him and his puppet king, and drove thoin from tlio scat of power. Tlio 
sucoosaful conspirators then oJTorod the crown of Neusiria to Oliilcleric Tf, 
king of Anatrasia, who immodiiilely proceeded to take possession, while 
Ebroin sought rofiigo in a monastery. Cliildoric nseonded the Noustrinn 
throne without oiipoaitioii 5 but his attompts to control tho seignours, one of 
whom, mimed IhuUlo, he is aaid to have scourged, gave rise to a formidahlo 
conspiracy j and ho was soon aClorwanlH aHsussInaiod, iogoLher with liis qiioon 
and son, at Olicllcfl. Wulfwald oBcapod with dinioulty, and returned to Aus- 
iraaia. Another son of Childoric, (5hildobovl III, was then raised upon tho 
fllueld by the seigneurs, while tho royal party bronglit forward I'liiorry Iff 
from the iiionaHtcry to which im hud retired, an<l sucecodod in making good 
his claim. Tho turbulent and unH()rn])iilo\w hut able lilliroin vcjitnrcd once 
moro to leave liis place of I’ei'ugo, and by a long sorios of tlie most troaclior- 
ouH iniu’doi’s, and Ijy sotting ii]) a iiroteiulor—us Glovis, a son of Clolaii’o ifj 
— ho sucooodod (in G73 or ()7‘l A.D.) in forcing himself upon Tliiorry aa 
nmjor-donius of Noustvia. 

In tho meantime Dugobevt If, whom (Trimwuhl had sent as n child to 
IrGlaiid, and who lm<l Hubsoquently found a l‘aitli!'iil friend in the well- 
known St. Wilfrid, bisho}) of Yorlc, was vocallod and phujcd on tlie AusU'aH- 
ian throne. But tlie reatoved pviueo soon (in CTi) A.n.^ full a victim to the 
intrigues of Ebroin, and tho Nouslriun faction among the seigJU)iu\H, who 
(limed at liringing tho wliole empiro under thoir own arbitrary power. Nor 
does ii seem at all improbable that ibo ability and axuhieity of Ebroin miglit 
have oualiled thorn to carry out thoir designs, liad not Austrasia possoHSOil a 
leader fully eipinl to ilio omorgency. 


i>EprN oj*' ni?iirflTATi 

Pepin, Nurnaniod “of lleristal’' from a eastli* belonging to his family in 
tho iicighbourliood of Liege, was the hou of Auscgisu.s liy Beggii, the iilus- 
trinuH (laughter of Pepin of Laiidoii. I'liis groat niun, Avho provial himself 
worthy of liis grandsirc and his inodan*, was at tins time assoeiatod wilji 
Duke Martin in tho goviwnimmt of Anstrusi.i, which uj) to 1178 a.d, luul 
been adininistered by Wulfwiild. MurUu and Jhipin Mummomal their follow¬ 
ers to arms to meet tho (.ixjxKsted attack of Llio NouHlriauK. Tn tlie first in- 
alauce, however, the AuHimsuiuH were Hurprised by th(‘ iietivlty of Ebvolu, 
Arho fell upon them before they Inul comploted their jirojiarations, and 
totally (h'featcd them in tho aunghbourhood of laioo-Eago.^ Martin lied to 

[1 IlotU'i Martin sayfl Hint Lneo~J>'tt<jn npponis to lio tho «nnio iih Lntnfdo, wliorn a Rioat 
liatbli! liad alioaily boon fought hi 6t)ll, ami which Is kloutllled ivUh tho vllliigo of lAi/ituc lo- 
twcon Laoii niicl Soinsoiis J 
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tlio town of Luonj and Urn artilicos by which bia enemies lured him from 
this retreat t(j Iuh dcatriiction nro worthy of notice* ns giving us a romarh- 
ablo picture of the inaunorH of the period in general and of the sad state of 
the cliiiruli in particular. 

Elii’oiii, hearing that his inlouded victim liod readied n place of safety, 
doapatdied Agilbort bishop of l^aris, and Probus bishop of Hlieims, to per¬ 
suade IVifirtin to repair to Uio NoiiHiriim camp. In order to dispel tlio 
appi'cbonsiona with whieh he listened to them, these lioly men went through 
the not unusual coromony of Hwouriiig* upon a recciitncle containing saered 
relics, tlmfc lie should siiiTcr no injury by following their advice. The 
bishops, however, to save IheniHolvos from the guilt of perjury, liad taken 
earo that tlio vessels, whioli Avoro covered, 
aliould be left empty. Martin, wlioni they 
omitted to iufuriu of this important fact, was 
satisfied with tlieir oaths, ami iieeomjianied 
them to Eevi, wlicre ho and his followers were 
immediately assassinated, witliout, as was 
bhouglit, any dotriniont to tho faith of tbo 
envoys 1 Pepin, however, was neither to bo 
cajoled nor friglitoned into submission, and 
soon found Jiimsolf at tlio bead of a powerful 
force, consisting in part of Nouatrhwi exiles, 

Avhom the tyranny of JObroin Jiad ruined or 
oiruiidod. A eoUisiou seomod inevitable, wliou 
the position of alTalrs was suddenly changed 
by ilio deutli of Eliroiii, who was nsHasainated 
in G8i A,i). by Ilermenfrid, a disliuguishod 
Ncustrian hh'ank. Waiatto followed lum in 
tlio mayoralty of Noustria, and soomod iu- 
olinod to live on fricudly torins with Popiii: 
but Ghtslaimr* UU auu, who Uorudod Urn party 
most hostile to Pepin, suuocodod in getting 
pOHSOBsioii of the govurinnont for a tiino, and 
roiiGWod tlio war against tlio Anstrasiana. 

GhisUmvivv’ti death (in 684 A.iu), wliioU tho 
aniialisisJ^ attributed to tho divine anger, 
restored Waratto to his formor power; and 
hostilities ooased for a time. When Waratto 
also diod, about two yoars after his imdutiful 
sou, he waa siiocccdod by Hureliur, bia son-in- 
law, Avhom the annalist intliily doaoribos aa 
statitm 2 ^<-iyv\Ls, intdUcta moiXioun. 

'I’lio insolent disrogard which this man showed for the feelings and wishes 
of tho most powerful 'Noustrians, induced many of thorn to make common 
cause with Pepin, to wliom thoy are said to have bound thomsolvos by hos¬ 
tages. In 687 A.i). Pepin was strong onongh to ubbuitvo the offenBive ; and, 
yielding to the eiiLroatios of tho Noustrian refugees, lie sent an embassy to 
Tliiorry Ill to demand the restoration of the oxiloa to their conflscatocl 
lands. Tho king of Noustria, jn'oinptod by liercliar, his major-domus, 
haughtily replied tliafc ho Avould come himself and fetch his runaway slaves. 
Popiii then prepared for Avar, Avith tho unaiiinious consent of the Austrasian 
soignours, avIioho wishes ho Borupulously consultod. Marching througli the 
Silva Carboniiria lie ontorod tho Neiistriaii territory, and took post nt Teitri 
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(Tesfcrj) tlio river Somme. Thierry and Berchnr also collected a laj-go 
army mid marched to meet the invuders. The two armies encamped in 
sight of each oilier -near the Yillago of T’exU'i, on opposite sides of tlio little 
river Dauinigiion, the Nouslriaiis on the southern mid the Aiistrasians on the 
northern hank. ‘VVliether from policy or a higher motive, Pepin diaiilayod 
great unwillingness, oven Uion,to bring the mutter to extremities ; and, send¬ 
ing oniissarica into tho camp of Thierry, ho onco more endeavoured to 
negatiate ; demanding, amongst other things, tliat tlie property of which the 
cliurches had been “dospoilod by wicked tyrants’’ sliould bo restored to 
them. He pronii.sed that, if liia coiulitions of peace wore accopied and tlio 
effu.Hion of kindred blood provonlod, ho would give tho king a largo ainounl 
of .silver and gold. 

Tlio wise and hiimano rehiotanco of Popin was naturally construed by 
Tliiorry and liis “liUlo-minded” mayor into fear, and distrust of liis army, 
Nvlneli was inferior to thoir own in numbera; a haughty answer was returned, 
and all negotiations wore broken olT. Both sides llion jiroparod for tlio mor¬ 
row’s battle. Pepin, having passed tho night in foriuing lits plans, crossod 
tlie rivor lioCoro claybrouk and drew up lii.s army (,o tho oast of 'riiiorry’s 
position, that tho vising son might blind tho onomy. Tho spies of 'riiiorry 
reported that tlio Austrasian camp was deserted, on wliieh the Nenstrians 
were loci out to piirHUo tho Hying foe. 'Pho mi.stako of tho scouts was soon 
miido eleur liy tho vigorous ousel of Po]nn; and nftor a lloruo but brief 
combat the NoinstriaiiH wore lolally defeated, ami 'Pliiorvy and llerehar lied 
from the field. 'J'ho latter was slain liy his own followei.sj tho king was 
taken piisonor, hut his lU'o was moreifnlly spared. 

Tile battle of T'extri h notable in Frankish history as that in which the 
dcfitli-stroko was given to tho Morovingiaii dynasty, by an ancostor of a fur 
more glorious vaeo of moiiarchs. “ From this ilino forward,” says the 
chroiiiolcr ErclianberUis,!/“tho Icings hogun to have only tho royal name, 
and not tho royal dignity.” A very .striking pietnro of tho Rois Fainfiaiita 
has been liaiiifed down to us by Kiiiharda (Eginhard), in his famous biog¬ 
raphy of Chavlomagne which wo quote in (Ihaplcr V. “TliO race of the 
Moi'ovingiiui.s,” he says, “ from which tho Franks wore formerly acensLoinod to 
choose tlieir kings, is genurully eonsidored to have ended with tihilperiej 
who, at the command of tlio Roman pontiff SLoplion, was deposed, shorn of his 
looks, and .sent into a monastery. But alUiougli the stock died out with liiin, 
it had long been entirely without life and vigour, and hud no distinction 
beyond tho empty title of king; for the luiLhority and goveriimont were in 
tho hands of the highest onicors of tho judaeu, who wore called majoros- 
domus, and had tho entire administration of affairs. Nothing was loft to 
the king, except that, contenting lilnmolf with Uie more royal name, ho was 
allowed to sit on tho throne with long hair and unshorn bi'ard, to play the 
jiart of a ruler, to hear the ambassadorH from whutover jiart they might 
come, and at thoir departure to oommunicato to tliuin the answers wliieli ho 
liad been taught or oven commanded to mako, as if by his own authority. 
Be.sidos the wiirtlilcss title of king and a seaiily maiiitemmce, which the 
major-domus meted out jiecording to his pleiwure, the king possesRiid only 
one farm, and that by no means a liiorativo one, on which ho had a dwelling- 
iiouso and a few sevvants, just wifluhent lo supply Ins most urgent noeessi- 
tios. Wherever he had to go, ho travelled in a oarriugo drawn by a yoke of 
oxen and driven by a cowherd in rustio fashion. It \vaa tlui.s that I'lo went 
to the palace, lo tho pnblio assembly of the people, which met every year foi* 
tho good of tlio kingdom j after which Jio ruLuvned homo, But the whole 
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administration of tho state, and everything which had to bo regulated or 
executed, cilhor at Jionio or abroad, waa carried on by tho mayors.” 

The whole power of tho three kingdoms was tiuis suddenly thrown into 
the liaiids of Pepin, who showed in his subsequent career that he was equal 
to tho far inoro difficult task of keeping, by liis wisdom and moderation, 
what ho had gained hy tho vigour of his iutellcot and his undaunted valour. 
Ho, too, waa happily freo from the little vanity which takes more delight in 
tho pomp tlian in tho rcalilics of powor, niul, provided ho possessed the sub¬ 
stantial aiitliority, was contonLcd to leave tlie royal naino to others. He 
must liavo folt ]iimK(5lf strong enough to do what liis uncle Gnmwakl had 
vainly atLomptod, and his grandson happily accomplished ; hut Im saw that 
by grasping at tlie shadow ho might loso tlic substance. IIo was surrounded 
by pi’(»ud and suspicious soignours, whoso joalons.y would liavo been more 
oxoitod by liis talcing tho title tliau by his exorcising tho powers of a king; 
and, sLraiigo tlioiigli it may .sccjn, tho rovorenco for the ancient raco, and the 
iiotUin of tiuilr exclusive and iimlionablo rights, woro far from being extin¬ 
guished in tho In’oasts of tho common people. By keeping Tliiorry upon 
tho tlirono and ruling in Ida name, ho imiLod both reason and prejudice in 
aiipj)ort of Ilia govonimmit. Yot somo npi>roaoh ivas mado, though prob- 
al)ly not by liis own dosiro, towards acknowledged sovereignty in tho case 
of J^cpin, IIo WHS called ihi.v et 2 >nnccps Francorumy and tho years of lus 
offico wore roekonod, as woU us those of tho king, in all public doouineuts. 

Having fixed tho H(}at of his govormnont in Austrnsia, as tho more Gor¬ 
man and warlike portion of his dominions, ho named dependents of his own, 
and Hulisoquontly his two sous, Drogo and Grimwalcl, to rule as mavois in 
llio two oiuer divisions of Uio empire. Ho guvo tho greatest proof of his 
power and popularity by restoring tho ussomhlios of tlio Campus Martins, a 
purely Ctorinan institution, which undor the romanising Morovingiau mon- 
arolis Inid gradually declined. At Llicso annual mootings, wliioh wore hold 
on tho Ist of March, tho wliolo nation assembled for tho purpose of disouss- 
ing inoasuros for tho ensuing 3 ^onr. None but a ruler wlio wns consoioiis of 
his own strenfj;th, and of an iioucst de.siro for tho welfare of liis people, would 
have voluntarily submitted himsolf and liis actions to tlio chances of such an 
ordoal. 

Ah Hooii as he had fiinily fixed liimHolf in his Hoal, and aooured tho sub- 
nna.sioji of tlio onvions Hoignours, and tho love of the people, who loolccd to 
him ns tlio only man wlu) could mwo thorn from tho evils of anarchy, lio 
turned hi.s attention to the rc-ostablislimcnt of tlio Frimkiah ICnipiro in its 
full oxionb. Tlio noiglibouriiig triben, which Imd with didioully, and for the 
most part iinporCocLly, boon subdued by Clovis and his succc.sHors, were 
ready to seize upon ovory favourable occasion of ridding thomsolvos of the 
hated yoke. Nor wore tho poor imbooilo bo^^a who boro the name of kings, 
nor tlio tiirbuloiit mayors and scigneiu'H Avho woro wholly occupied with 
plotting and countorjilotting, railing and fighting against ono anotlior, at 
all in II position to call tho subjeot states to account, or to oxcito in them tho 
desire of hoing incorporated with an empire liarnsaed and torn by inloatino 
diHsonsions. 'L'ho hhanlciHli Empiro waa in process of dissolution, and all 
tho more distant tribes, as tho Bavarians, the Alanianiii, Frisian.s, Bretons, 
and (lascons, had virtually rccovored their iiulcpoiidonoo. But this partial 
doclino of tlio Frankish power waa Hiinjily the reanlt of misgovernmont, 
and tho domeHlio feuds which absorhod tho martial vigour^ of the nation 5 
and by no moans indicated the doclino of a military spirit in tho Frankish 
pooplo. Thoy 07ily noeded n oontiv of unio^i and a leader worthy of them, 
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both of -wliicli they found in Pepin, to give ihom oneo more the liogomony 
over fvU the Gcrmiiii IvUioh, (ind propiu-e Uioni for the conquest of Europe. 
Tho Frisians wore snbclnod, or rather reprossod for a time, in 607 A.D., 
after a gullaiii rosistaiioo unclor Ihoir Icing llathod j and about Wolvo years 
afterwards we find tlio son of I’opiii, (xviimvald, forming a mairinionial 
allianco with Tlioudolinda, danglitcr of the FriHiaii monarch ; a fact wliicli 
plainly implies that Pepin dcsivoil to oulLivato tho frioiKlship of his wivrUhe 
neighbours, Tho Swidnans, or Ahimaniii, -wore also aiiackcal and dofoaied 
by Pepin on their own territories; but their final suhjoclioii was completed 
by his Hon Charles Mai-tol. 

Tho wars carried on hy Popinivith tho ahove-juonihnied nations, to which 
in this place wo can only briefly allndo, oecnpied him nuiniy twenty years; 
and wore greatly instriiinontal in preserving jioaco at home, and oonsolidatiiig 
the foundations of the Ciirlovingiaii tlii-one. 'J'ho .stubborn resistaiuic he 
mot witii from tho still Iioalhoii GornuiiiH, wa.s auimatod with something of 
that zeal, against wliich Ida great doscombiiit Olmrloinagnc liad to conioiid 
in his intonninahle Saxon wavs; for tho adoption of Cliristianity, w]n(3h 
was hatod, not only as being hostilo to Urn suporstHions of ihoir forefaihors, 
but on ftcoount of the hmwy laxoHby which it was iwAiompunicd, was aUvivys 
made by Pc])in tlio indisponaalilo condition of moi’cy and poacio. Put, 
happily for tlio cause of (Tiwpol truth, othor moans wovo nsisd for the Hprciid 
of Christianity than the sword and llio Hcourgo ; and tlie labours of many 
a zoalims and HcU-suorincing jni.sHionary from Iroliuid and ICngland sorved 
to convince the rude Gorman tribes that tlio warvior-pviosis whom they 
had met on tlio hattlo-fiold, and tho greedy lax-gathorcrs wlio iuCosLod 
tlioir homes, wore not tho true amhassadors of tlio Princo of peaco. And 
Popin, who was by no moans a more warrior, waa well au'aro of tlio value of 
those poacoCnl oflorta; and aJTordod /.oiilons aid to all who ventured their 
lives in tho holy cause of human iniprovemonl and Hiilvation. Tho civil 
governors wlioin ho esLubtislioil in tlio coiiqiiovod provinoos woro directed to 
do uU in their power to promote tho spread of ChrisLianitv hy peaceful 
moans; and, to give effect to his imstriiotionH, I’opiu warned thorn that lie 
slionld hold ihom rosponHihlo for tlio livi'S of his pious missioimrioH. 

During theso samo twenty years, in wbioh Popin wus playing tho impor¬ 
tant and brilliant part assigned to him hy providonoo, llio pale and hloodlcas 
fthiulows of four b'lcrovmgian kings Hit gloomily aevosH tho soouo, "Wo know 
little or nothing of tlioin oxoopt thoir names, and tho order in whicli they 
followed each othor. Tliiorry JIl died in 691 a.d., ami was Hiiccooded by 
Clovis 111, who reigned till (195 a.t>. and was followed 1»y Childebert III. 
On tho death of Cliildcbert in 7U A.J)., Popin raised Dagohort HI In tho 
nominal throne, whore ho left him when ho himHoU departed fr<mi tho soono 
of Ilia labours and triiimpliH; and this is roally all that wo had eallod upon 
to say of ilic clescciidants of tho conquerors of Ganl and foundura of tlio 
Woaterii Empire ; inclitxm et notimi olimy nunc tantim auditur! 

Tlio extraordinary power whicli J’opiii exorcised at a period when law 
was weak, and authority oxlonded no further than tho swoi-d could reach ; 
when ilie struggles of tlio rising feudal avi.s(o(irHey for indopondonce hud 
couvulsod the empire and brought it to tho verge, of anarchy, Hufllcicntly 
attosis llie ability and courage, the wisdom and moderation, with which ho 
ndod. Ili.s triumphs over tho anoient dynasty, and tho Nonstrian faction, 
wove far from hoing tlio mo.st diniciilt of his uchiovemonts. Tie had to 
control tho very class to which ho himsolf belonged ; to onih ilio inrlndont 
spirits of the very mon who hmj raised him to his proud pre'Ominence ; and 
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to estiiblish rogal tiiilhority over thoso by wlioso aid he had humbled the 
ancient kings : and all tkia ho succeeded in doing by the exli'aoi’dinary 
influenco oi Ins porHonal oliaracter. So firmly mdfiod had he establislied his 
government, and subdued the wills of the envious seigneurs by whom he was 
surrounded, that oven when he showed bis intention of making his power 
hereditary in his family, they dared not, at the time, oiiposo his will. On 
the deatli ol Nnrbort, major-domus at the court of Cliilclebevt III, Pepin 
— in all probability without evon coiiBulting tlio seigiieuis, in whom the 
right of election roHied — appointed 
his aecond son Grimwald to the vacant 
offico. To his oldest son Drogo lie 
had already given the mayoralty of 
Burgundy, with tlio titlo of diilco of 
Campania. But tliough they dared 
not make any oppo.sition at the time, 
it is evident from what followed that 
the fear of Pepin alone roatraiuocl the 
rage they felt at this 0 })(m usurpation. 

Ill 7td A.D., when Poinn’s life wius 
drawing to a close, and ho lay at 
Jupillo iioar Eiugo upon a bod of sick- 
iioss, awaiting [jaticnlly hia api>roach- 
ing end, the great vassals UxJk heart, 
and conspired to deprive lua dosoond- 
aiiis of the mayoralty. Tlioy employed 
the usual means for effecting tboir pur¬ 
pose— trouohovy and murder. Grim¬ 
wald was aHaivfisinaiod, while praying 
in the church of 8t. LainborT at Jupillo, 
by a Priaian of the name of Kantgar, Ctovjs iJi 

who relied, no doubt, on the comidioity (p,o,u a Froncii or isbbj 

of tlio seigneurs and the weakness of 

Pepin for impunity. But tlio coiispiralor.s had inKscalculatod the waning 
hiukIh oF the old warrior’s life, and litllo know the effect which the sight of 
his son’s blood would have upon liim. Ho suddonly rooovored from the 
sicknoss to whi(3ii ho seemed to be succumbing. Biko another Priam, he 
once moro seized his unaceuslomed arms, though, unlike the royal Trojan, 
ho used them with iorriblo olToct. Aftov taking an ample revenge upon 
the murderers of his son, and quenching the spirit of rosjistanco in the blood 
of the conspirators, ho waa so far from giving up his purpose, oi’ manifesting 
any consoioiisnoss of weakness, tlnvt ho nominated the infant and illegitimate 
sou of Gi’imwnld, as if by liorodilary right, to the joint mayoralty of Bur¬ 
gundy and Neiistria — an oflico which the highest persona in the land 
would have heon proud to exorcise. By hi.9 very last act, tlierofore, ho 
showed tlio absolute imuttory ho had obtained, not only over tho “ do-noth¬ 
ing” Icings, Inii over tliu factious seigneurs, who shrank in terror before 
the wrath of one, wlio had, as it wore, ropassed tho galea of death, to hurl 
destruction on their heads. His actual demise took place in tho same year, 
on the ioth of Dccemlior, 714 a.d. 

Pepin had two wives, the Jirst of whom, Plcctrudis, bore him two sons, 
Hrogo and Grimwald, noithor of whom Burvivod their father. In 688 A.n. 
ho marriod a second wife, tho “noblo and ologant” Alpaicln, though Plcctrudis 
was still EvUvo. Prom this soooiid marriag^ si>riing tho real succoasor of tho 
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Pepjiis, whom his fathcv immed in his own language) Kai'l, anti who is 
renowuod in hialnry as CJiarlos Mai'tch l^ho biihvarlc oJ^ ClinsLondom, tho 
father of Jdngs and omporors. 

Oiu‘ oHtiinato of tho personal grcutnosa of llio Carlovingiau mayors is 
greatly raisotl when we ohsorvo that ejich of thorn in turn, insioiiel of talcing 
quiet poHSGsaiou of what his protUcGMaovs luul \von» has to rciconquov Ina 
portilJoii ill tho face of iiuniorous, powotfiil, iiijd oxasp(5ni(ocl onomiefi. It 
was so with Pepin of Liiiuloii, witli Popiii of lloiistal, and most of all in 
tiiG cast) of Chaiuos Marlol. 


Tirn oAiiicBn oi^ otrAitniw RrAunor. (71-1-7.12 a.d.) 

At tho tloath of Th^pin tho Htorin Rvhioh had long boem gaUmving, and of 
whioh many foreliodings hud appeared in his lifetime, brolce fortli witli Lre- 
moiuloiia fury. 'I’iio Imnds of govorainont were nuddeiiiy looHoned, and tlie 
powers wluuli Popin Juul wiehled udth Hindi Htiongth and dexterity beoiimo 
tho ohjoclH of a furooiouH slrugglo. 1‘lootrudia, Ids brat wil'o, an luiihitlous 
iiiul chu'iug wonuui, had resolved to roign um the guardian of lior gvaiulohild, 
'J'iioudwuidi with whom hIhj whh at tlnit time residing at ('ologne, d'hond- 
wald had at least tho advautago of lieing tlio only eamlidiito for power 
iiiHlallod by Ihipiii liiiiiseU, and it was no tlouhi upon Ids (lUiiMi-herodilary 
claims that PlocUmdis baaed her hopes. Slw uu\uife..sU‘d bur fordsight, dis- 
oriininatioii, and enoi'gy> itt tlie eummonoomont of tbo oonLest whieli ensued by 
HOizing tho iierson of (hiarles, ber sU'psoii, and most fovmhhiblo rival. Put 
Oharloti and bis parly were not bor only opponontH. 'L'lio NoustrianH and 
BurguiuliaiiH, whom ihoiv reooUcotioua of Uniuuhild uud h'redugupd liy no 
means iiiolinod to anipiicseo in uuotlier fcinalo rogeney, refimoil obeilioiico 
to lior eoininaiids ; and ondoavourod to oxoito tho ])nppnUjnoi)JU‘oh DiigoberL 
to an indopeiidont oxoreiao of liis authority, 'rheir zeal as NouslriiuiH too 
was quieUmied by Um doKiroof Uivowingoff llio Auslvusian or Oernian yolco, 
which timy eousidfu-cd to havo boon, fixed upon thorn by the 'VudorioH aiul 
eiiorgolie rule of Popiii. 

11 was owdiig to this hostile feeling between Mio Itoniaufio and the (lonnan 
portions of tlie empire tiiat many even of rojiin’s parliHaiis took side witli 
A’hcuidwald and Plootrudw, aUlumgli tlm lutlov hold tlmir vMaf ineiireovaUid. 
The revolted NmiairiaiiH and tbo nniiy of Pleetrii<Us oneouiitered eaeh other 
in the forest of ftuise, near (loiiipiogne; and, uh far as one (san eonjootuvo 
from tho eoiifnscd and eontnidielory uecouiits of tlio aiumlisls, Ideetnidis and 
'rijoud\Yftld swl'fevod a defeat. 'The Koustriana luiving olitaiued the mnstei’y 
over the liatod fiurmaiis in their own eoiinlry, prepared to extend their 
nutliority to Austrasia it-solf. Having eliosou Kaginfrid iis their inajer- 
donniH, they auddcjily niarolied into tho Aiistrasiun lorritory, ainl laid it 
waste with live and swovd ns far as tho river hlaas. In spite of ihelr CJliriH- 
tian profession they soiigld, CurtUor if) Mlrengtbou lluiiusolveH by an allianeo 
with Jlutbod, the lieulbou king of tho Prusiuns, \vl«) at the doaUi of Pepin 
luul rceoviired his iiidopondeneo, and tlio griuitor portion of Ills territory. 

In the meantime, tho whohi aspect of affairs avuh Hinldoiily ebuiigod by 
the OHcapa of Oluirloa from ouHtody. Tho dofoatod army of Ploe.tviulis, and 
many of tlio Aiisirasiaij fioign(nir.H, who worn unwilling to .support lior iiau.so 
oven agaiii.st tho Nou.strian.s, now rallied with tho greatest alaerity aromid 
tho youtliful hero, and proclaiinod him Dux J^micorum by Die title of his 
glorious ffttbov. In a very shojit Umo aCter tho rouovovy of iiis fi'Cudom, 
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Charles found himself ai the head of a very efficient, Lliougli not niimeroua 
army. Ho was still, however, surrounded by clangors and difficulties, under 
which a man of less extraordinary powers must inevitably have sunk, 

Dagobort III died soon after tlio battle of Coinpiegiie; and the Neus- 
triana, who had felt the disadvaulago of his imbecility, neglected the claims 
of his son, and raised a xiriest called Daniel, a reputed son of Childeric, to 
tho throne, with the title of Chilperio IL This monarch, wlio appears to 
liavG liad a greater dogroe of energy than his iininodiate predeces.sors, 
formed a ]d:in with tho Frisian Icing for a oombhied attack upon Cologne, 
by which he hoped at once to bring the war to a successful issue. Ratbocl, 
true to his ongagoiiiGuta, advanced Avilh a numerous fleet of a'csscIs up the 
Rhine, while CJiilporio and llagiufrid were maroliing towards Cologne 
through the forest of Avdcnne.s. 'Po xirovont this AvclLplanned junction, 
Charles dotcrniiiied to fall upon tlio Frisians before they reached Cologne. 
Ilifi position luu.st liavo lioeu rendered still more critical by tho failure of 
this attack. We read l.hat after both jjartios liad suffored considerable loss 
in a liard-fought battle, they retreated on equal terms. 

TIio short time which elapsed boforo tho arrival of the Noustrians was 
anient by CliarloH in sununoning his friends from every quarter, to assist him 
in tlio dosperato Hirugglo in which ho was engaged. In tlio meantime Chil- 
perio oanio up, and, encamping in tlio noighbourliood of Cologne, effected 
a junction Avith the Frisians. Contrary to expeotation, hoAvovor, no attfiok 
was made upon rieotrudia, avIio is said to have bribed tho Frisians to retire. 
A hotter reason for tho precipitate retreat of the Noustrians and Frisians 
(whioh now took place) Avas the danger avIhcIi the former ran of having 
their rotroat cut off liy Charles, avIio had taken up a strong positioTi in their 
rear, Avitli continually increasing forces; as it was, they Avore notpermittGcl 
to rotiiro in safety. Charles attacked tlioin at Amblaya, near Stable, in tho 
Ardennes, and gave them a total defeat. Tliia victory put him in possession 
of Cologne, and tho person of riectrudis, wlio rostoreu to liim his father’s 
troasiu' 08 . 

Ill tho following year, 717 A.D., Charles ussnmod tlio offensive, and, march* 
iiig through tho Silva Carboiiariu, began to la^ Avasto tho Noustrlan territory. 
Chilperio ami Rfiginfrid advanced to meet him, doubtless Avith far less con* 
iidonoo tlian before; and liotli armies encamped at Vincy, in the territory 
of Camliray. Charles, Avith nu Jicroditary moderation peoiilinrly adinirablo in 
a man of liis Avarliko spirit, sent envoys to tho Noustriun camp to offer con¬ 
ditions of poaoo; and to iiidncc ClnljAeric to acknowledge his claim to tho 
office of major-doinuH in Austrasia, “that tho blood of so many noble Franks 
migliL not bo shed.” Charles himsolf can liaAm oxpociod no other fruit from 
those ovcrtnre.s than tho convincing of his oAvn folloAvors of the unreasoii- 
ahlonoHS of their onomio.^. Tho Ncustriun king and hia evil advisor rejected 
tho pi'offej'cd terms Avith indignation, and declared their iiitonbion of taking 
from Charles oven that portion of his inlioritanco Avluoh had already fallen into 
his hands. Hotli sides then jiropared for battle; Charles, as wo are expressly 
told, having lirst oomniunioalcd to tho chief men in hia camp tho haughty 
and threatoning aiiHAvor of tho king, Chilperio roHcd on liis great superior¬ 
ity in uuinborH, tliough his army was drawn, for tho most part, from the 
dregs of the people; Charles pro|3tti'cd to meet him udth a small but highly 
dhsciplinocl force of well-armed anti skilful warriors. In tho battle Avnich 
ensued on tho 21at of March, tho Nouatriaua wore routed with tromenclous 
loss, and puraued by the victors to the very gates of Furis. Hut Charles Avns 
not yet in a condition to keep possession of Noiiatria, and he theroforo led 
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Ills army liack to Gologno, and ascenilcrl tho “ tbrone of his kingdom," as 
tho annalistf already calls it, tho dit/nisdtmis Juares oC his mighty father. 

The unfortunate Cliilperic, unequal as lie iiuiat liavo felt himself to (jope 
witJi a warrior like Cliurlos, was once more induced by evil counsellors to 
ronow tlio war. With Una yiow ho sought llio alliaiico of Uio imperfectly 
subjected neighbouring sUitca, whom tho doath of Vepiu had awakened to 
dreams of mdepondeiico. Of tlicso tlio foremost was Aitiiitaiiio, wJiiijh had 
completely emancipated itself from hh-aiikish rule. Tho Aquitiinia of the 
Homan Empire extondecl, as is well known, from tho Pyronoes to tho river 
Loire. Tliia country, at tho dissolution of tho Wostorn Empire, had fallen 
into tho hands of tho VisigoUiB, and wus subsoquoutly couquorod, and to a 
certain extent subjugated, by tho earlier Merovingians. Hut, though nomi¬ 
nally part of tho hTaiikish Empire, it eoiitiniicd to enjoy a sonu-indepoiidcnoc 
under its native dukos, and roinaiucd for many ages a stone of offoneo to the 
Frankish rulers. lia population, uotwitlmlanding tho admixture of (lennan 
blood Gonsequont on tlio (lothie cimcpiost, had remaiuod jn'o-omiuoutly Roman 
in its (iliavactor, and had attained in tho sovenlh contury to an uinisiial di5- 
groQ of woaltli and civilisatiou. 'I’ho Houtliorn part of Aqiiiluiiio luid lieou 
occupied by a people oidlcd Vns(5one8 or Ouhcohh, who extended themselves 
as far as tho Ciav<muo, aud ha<l also HubmiUed to tho Friinkish ndo during 
tho hotter days of the older dynast 3 \ 

'J'lio ioniporary eollapse of tho Frankish power consotiucJit ujjon tho 
bloody feuds of tlio royal hoitso, and tho strugglo hotwoun the soignours and 
tho crown, enabled hhulon, tho duko i>f Aipntaino, to c.slabbsh himself as a 
porCootly iudeitoudout prince; aud he aud hisHona ruled in full sovereignty 
over both Aqiiitiiiiio and (jiiaijony, and wore called imlilToreiiLly AquUaniai 
or 7^a8co}Lia! duces, 

TJndor tliose oirouiurilanco.s, it is not to bo womlorud at that lOudo sliould 
gladly receive tho prescuks and oveiTuvcs made to him by Glulpoviej who 
ugruod lo loavo him in quiet posHoesion of tho independemie ho liad eontu- 
miicionsly as.scrtcjd, on condition of his making cause against tho Auslrasian 
mayor. lie lost no linio in lending lui army of (tascons to l^iiris, wlmro ho 
joined his forces to those ui Chilperie, and projiarod lo meet the terrible foe. 
Chiirlos advaiiGod with Iuh usual raiudity, aud having laid wustii a povtleii of 
Neustria, camo upon tho onomy in tho neighbourhood of S(hs.son.s. 'riio now 
allies, who had scarcely hiul time to csonsolidato tlioir union and nmturo tliuir'* 
plans, appear lo have inado hut a feeble resistancoj and Ohilporie, not (5on- 
sidering himself safe oven in Paris, lied with bin tveaanves, in uompauy with 
Kudo, into Aquitaine. Kagiiifrid, tlio Noiistriuii inajor-domiiH, who witli a 
cliviaion of tho oomhiiicd army had also made an atloinpt to (shook (Iharles’ 
progress, was likowi.so do/catod and compelled lo rosigii Jiis mayoralty; nn a 
oompmisaLioii for which ho received from the phieablo oompioror tho ooimt- 
ship of Anjou. 

Tlio victorious Austrasiaiis pursued tho fugitives as far as tho rivor Loire 
and Orleans, from which idaco Oliarlen .sent uii omlmasy to Kiides, and olfurod 
him terms of poaco, on condition of his delivering up Chilperie and hi.s 
treasures. It i.s (lillumlt io say what answor Kudo, hommetl in ns ho was 
on all .sidos (for tho Saracoua were in his mu‘L might have giviui (o thus 
demand — wliotlior ho would have consnltod his own iiiiorij.sts, or liis duty 
to Ills ally and guest. Hut the opportune death of Glotaire, wliom Cluirles 
had made king of Auslrasia after tho battle of Anddava, rcliovod him from 
his dilemma. Charles, who waH romavkably free from the evil spirit of 
tovongo, (Icclai’od liis rGadiuos.s lo acknowledge Chilpurio 11 as king, on 
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coluUtion of being hiraself appoiiitoil nia 3 or-domu 8 of the iiniied kingdoms ot 
Aiistrasift, Kcustria, and Burgundy, llieso terms, offered by the victor to 
ouQ whose very life wan at \m mercy, could not but be eiigeily accepted 5 and 
thus in 720 A.i)., CJmrios became nominally mayor of the palace to Kmg 
Cliilporic II, bat, in fact, iindisiiutod master of tlio king himself and the 

whole FiaiildHli empire. ,, ^ i r 

T’lio tompGrate oourac pursued by Cliarles tii tbeao iransacLioiis, proceeded 

in a Krcal measure from the natural moderation of his charactei'. 
porio died in 720, and Charles invosUsd Thierry IV, son of Dagobert III, 
with the royal title. But when 
Tlnorry died (737) tJio major-domns 
made no attompt to 1111 the vacant 
ilirono .1 

After the death of Ratliod, the 
“oniel and pugaii” king of the Fri¬ 
sians, in 719 A.U., Chiudes recovoml 
the western portion of Friesland, and 
reduced Um Frisians to thoir forinor 
ataiooftniooi'Lain aubjoetion. About 
the same time lio ropohod the Saxons, 

Llioso unwearied au<l imiihicahlo onc- 
mios of tluj hh'ankisU lunno, who had 
broken into the kh-aukisli on 
Iho right lunik ol the Rluno. Wo 
imow Jiltio of tho partioulars of 
iliOHU oainpaigiis, siuco the ohroni- 
oloi'H^ ooiituut thomaelvos with ro- 
oerdiug' in gciioiul terms that tho 
“invinoible Chailos” was always 
vleiorioLiH, and his oiiomios tittorly 
dosti’oyodj a statoiuont whioh is 
rendered suspicions by tho fact that 
tlioir anniliilatioir has to bo repeated 
froqneutlyi and at no long intervals. 

Ill tho year after the Saxon cam¬ 
paign (tho date of whicluH rather un- 
oortaiiO, Ohai'Ios crossed fclio Rhine, 

midaUa( 5 k( 5 (Uho AlamaimiCinWhi*;- 

tomboig) in thoir own country, whicli ho doviiatated without any sei 10 m 

oXsiUou. Subsociiumtly, about 725 a.i>., ho croased tho Danube, and 
oppcMiwuii. _ J, .annoRKsfnl nninDaiffllS 



CnitiPUHiG 11 
(i’lOiH a IVcucIi out of 16 J 2 ) 



.rXn SS wiSTgi- aud . Certain. by 

mimfl iniu'uOit, and her niooo KoniliiKlo.” This lallois who is called by 
JOinlmrd “ Wwmiiilindo, llio niooe ol Odilo,” saliaoqiionay lisoamo oiio of 

Charles’wives, and the motlior of the unfoitunato vn-uo. , . 

“uccrnt mlnna U, conjccU.ro, thal Ghaite had 

ioot before his luiiul in Uioae cxlmorfinary and Hustauiert ^ 

worn hut the nroludc to tho grand Hpoctaolo .soon to bo presoutod to nn adminng 
world ill whioli Ihis mighty iiionarch with Oio liainhle immo was to pa-JJ' 
Ton vinous Kloriom pin. A oontat awaited him, which ho must long 
liavo foroaeon with rainglod icoliiiga of eagfruosa lUid approhension, and into 
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which ]iG dared not go iinpropared; a contest whioli required the highobt 
exorciflo o£ liis own active genius, and the nnconlrollod disposal of all tlio 
material rosouroos of his onipiro. lie had hitlierlo contended for his heredi¬ 
tary hononra against his personal enemies — Cor the supremacy of the Ger¬ 
mans ovoL’ the Gallo-lloinans, of liis own tribo over kindred Gorman tribes 
— and filially, Cor order and good government against anarchy and faction, 
lloroaftcr ho was to renew tlio old atriigglo botwoon iho West and East — 
to bo tlie oliainjhon of Oliristianity and Gorman institutions, against tho 
false and degrading faith of JMohanimcd, and all Iho corrn 2 )ting and ener¬ 
vating liabiia of tho oriental world. 

Tho most sober history of ilio riso and iirogress of Islamism, and iho 
Arabian omiiire, which was founded on it, lias alt tho charaetoristies of an 
oustorn fahlo. In tho beginning of tho sovcntlv century, an Arahian of Iho 
Ijricstly houao of Iliishim relived int«) tv cavo at ^[cc<ia, to brood over tlio 
visions of a jiowcrCul Init morbid imagination. I’lio siiggestions of Ids own 
distempered niiiul, and the impnlscH of Jus own strong will, woro niiHlaken 
for till) inspiration and tJio ooniniands of tlio Almighty, coimonilng whom 
liifi notinn.s were in part adopted from the Jowi-sh and Glivislia?! SerlpturoH. 
lie learned to regard liimsolf as tlio cboson iiiHtrument of God, for the intro- 
duotion of a now laiLli and tho eHlnhVislimont of a jiower, before which all 
tho nations of tho earth should bow. 

When Ida inoditatiouH had ussmuod coumstcucy, ho shajHMl them into a 
syatoin of hdth niul inaclice, which lie eoididunUy proposed for Die aeoept- 
anco of mankind, as tho luost perfcid. an<l gloriou.s expression of the diviju) 
mind and will. Ilis belief in luinsolf, in lus own infallibility, and the jier- 
footion of Ids system, was so absolute, that be regarded all other men in the 
light of cliildron, wJio, if they cannot bo porsnudod, must 1)0 forced, into 
tho right path. The sword was the only logic lie considoj‘od suiLable to tho 
cases ftiid death or tho wa.s tho solo allornativo which his followers 

tluniglifc fit to offer. 

For a time the lofty pveloiwions of the prophet wove acknowledged only 
by a few, and those few holoiigcd to Iiis owJi family, but his system, 
stii'inghig as it did from an omineiitly oriental mind, wim wonderfully 
fidaplcd to the wants and tastes of oriental nations. Hut wldle the suh- 
liniity of ocrlain dootriiies afCordml Huitahio ohjoets of oontoiuidation to tho 
nobler faoiiltics of the soul, the Ktrongest i)us.sionH of fallen human nature, 
lirulo, revenge, and Inat, woro not (lenital their ap 2 )ro[)i'iato gnilidmition. 
What could bo more aucoplnhlo to the natural man than a sysbrni which 
quiets the conseienoo amidst the excesses of sensual love, wldeli lakes away 
the uQCOSsity for SGlf-di.soipline by Uic doctriuo td falalism, which icachcH 
men to look down witli a lofty contonqit ujkhi all 'who think difl’orontly 
from tlicinsclvos, and, liisLly, holds out a.s a roivavd for the coercion and 
destruction of op 2 )onont 8 an oLornity of voluptuoua oiijoymont in the aooioty 
of celcatial eourtosaiis? 

There is no doubt that much was done by tho sword of tho liavdy and 
impetuous sons nf Islmuiol, but tbi.s could not alone have N 2 )read ilio Karan 
over Imlf the world; the very faults which make it odious in Ghristian 
oy(iH, gave wings to it.s iirogress, and excited in its favour a de(\p and fren- 
'/.ied devotion. 

In 022 A.D. Biohummed was obliged to ileo to IVIcdina, fi'oni tlio virulent 
opposition of tlio mcnibors of liis own tribo. Witliiii ninoly years from that 
time hi.s sueeossors and di.sciides had eompiered and oonvorted, not Arabia 
alone, but /Syria, Porain, Palcstin^, Plioonida, Egypt, Aaia Minor, Armenia, 
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the country botwcoii Uie Blaok Sea and the Caspian, a portion of India, and 
the whole of tlio north of Africa from the Nile to the Atlantic Ocean. 

Tlie year 710 a.d. found them gazing with longing eyes across tlie 
straits oi’ (libraltar, eager for the time when they might plant upon the 
rock of Culpu the meteor Btandard of thoir i^ropliet; and thence survey 
tlio beautiful and fertile country whicli was .soon to be their own. Nor 
were their liopos deferred: tlieir entrance into Spain, which might Imve 
proved diilicult if not im 2 Jo.sHihlo to eiloot in the face of a hmvo and united 
people, waa rondered safe and easy by ircacliory, cowardice, and theological 
clisHousions. 

Tho first colliaion, indeed, of iho Ambiau ooiupicrors with tlio warriors 
of the West was ratluir calcuhited to damp Uicir hopes of European con¬ 
quest. Tlio Visigothio kinga of Spain pogaosged tlie town of Ceuta on tho 
African const, of which Coimt Julian, at tho iiino of which we speak, was 
military governor. Tho skill and courugo of this great warrior and his 
garrison had hitherto frustrated all tho attempts of Musa, tho general of 
tlio caliph Walid, to iiiaku liiinscJf master of the place. Tho Saracens were 
already hegiuiiuig to do.spiur of suoi'css, when they suddenly received over¬ 
tures from Count Julian himself, wlio now offered, not merely to open tlie 
gates of Ceuta, hut to procure for tlio Bavaocim a ready admittance into 
ypiiin. Tho grounds of this siuhlon treachery on tho 2 >iu't of one who had 
risked his lifu at tho post of honour, cannot be staled with any degree of 
oortainly. By somo it was astiribcd to tho desire of avenging himsoff upon 
Rodorio, his king, who is said to have abused his daughter; and by otheve 
to tlie fact that ho had espoused tho cause of Wiliza’s sons, at that time 
protenders to lliu Spanish throne. Tho Saracen gonorul Musa, delighted to 
have found the AohlUos-hoel of ICuvopo, immediately despatched a few hun¬ 
dred MoalcmH aciuss tho .strait, under tho ooauiuiad of Tarik; from whom 
the luodorn (TibralUir ((iolid al-Tarik) dorive.s its naino. Tlieso adven- 
tiii’crfl woj'o woll rocoived in tho town and ciwtlo of Count Julian at Alge- 
oiras, and soon returned to their expectant comrades, with rich booty and 
(fxdthig' Uhd o/ iia? Ici'iiUif <it the comitry, m<l ^sfimhmey ol the 
degonoi'ato Gotlis. 

In the April of the following year, 711 a body of five thousand 
Saracens offeetod a landingou tho coast of Spain, and entrenched tliomselves 
strongly near the Iloek of CUhmltar. T'hoso wore soon followed by other 
troops, until a coiisidorablo Moshun army was collected on tiie Spanish 
shores. 'L'lio feeble rcsisUineo made to this doaceiit was a fatal omen for the 
eiiipire of tlio Visigoth-s. 'rids once bravo and hardy tribe of Hernmus had 
lust, during a long peace, tho valour and ondaranco to which they owed the 
ric’li provincc'.s of Spain ; imd, nrnidst tho ploiwiiros of that luxurious countiy, 
had grown ho unacousLomed to tho nso of ann.s, that it was long before they 
cmihl ho roused to meet tho foo. At length, however, the unwarliko Eodorio, 
having colloctcd an army four iiinos as great as that of tlie enemy, but with¬ 
out conlidoncc oithor in'their loadov or thomsolvcs, oacamped at Xeres do la 
Froutcra, in the iicighhourhood of Cadiz. Whilo awaiting at this [dace the 
approach of tho enemy, the (lothio king is roprasentod as sitting in an 
ivory chariot, arrayed iu silken ganuouts unworthy of a man even in time of 
peace, aiul weaving a golden crown upon his liead. Tho battle which quickly 
followed was fouglit on tlio 26th of July, Til a,d. It was of short duration 
ami of no doubtful issue. The timid hord of Gothsj scarcely awaiting the 
wild elifti’go of tho Saracens, turned and Hod in in'etrievablo confusion. 
Ilodevic himself, fit leader of siioli an army, was among the first to leave the 
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lield on tho buck of a fleet nicer, which had boon iihioed, at liia desire, in the 
neighbourhood of iiiy tent, us if Ilia trembling heart had foreseen the issue. 

The Visigotliio emijiro in Spain fell by a single blow. Tarik advanced 
with his victorious army as far ns Cordova (Corduba), wliich immediately 
yielded nt hia amnnioiis; and he would, without doubt, have overrun tlie 
wliolo of Spain, had lie not been rccoHod by tlie jealousy of Miisii, who I'e- 
Korved for himself tlie glory of eomplotiiig tho sploiulid conquest. 

Of all the Spanish towns which woi*o captured on ibis oceaaion, Seville aiul 
Merida alone appear to have upheld the aiieioiit glories of the Uothio name ; 
but even those were liiinlly reduced, and the last roinnants of tho Visigoths 
ivore driven from tlie rich plnhis they had .so long posaossed into the moun¬ 
tains of Asturias. It was in tho.so rugged HoliUides, and amidst tlie hardships 
and privations which they there eiidurcd, that they rogiiinod their ancient 
vigour, and preserved their Olu'istiau faith. It was thonee that at a later 
period they descendod upon llieir MooriHli foes, mid in many a hard-fought 
battle, the frequent iliciuo of ballad and ronuiunt, rocovorod, stop by step, tho 
fair possesHuma which their anceslora had won and lost. 

And thus by a single victory yimin was added to tho vast dominions of 
the (jaliph, and the uross oiieo more retired Imforo the crcscmit. Nor di(l 
it Hoom that tho Pyroucos, any more than the Hock of Gibraltar, wore to prove 
a barrier to the dovastating flood of Lsluinimii. About 738 A.i)., Zama, tho 
Arabian viceroy of St)aln, made liiin.solf master of tliat portion of Gaul, on 
the slopes of the oastoru PyronccH, of wbicli tho (toUis had hitherto roLaiued 
poHSCs.sion. In 703 a.d. ho .stormed Narbonno, tho capital of tlio proviuco, 
and having put all the male inhabitaiil-.s capable of bearing arms to tho sword, 
lie Rent away tho women and childron into captivity. IJo then i)ushod for¬ 
ward into Aquitaine, and laid sioge to 'rmdouso, wJiicli proved the limit of 
Ins progress j for it was thorolliat ho was dofoatod by lOudo, tho duke of the 
country, wlio was roused to a dospcralo effort hy tlio danger of Iiis capital, 
Tho oliock thus given to tho onward inarch of tho Moslems was of short 
duration. Aiibasa, tho Huooessor of Zaina, aliout four years afterwards once 
move imda a inovomeiil in ndvimeo. Taking « movo ouHLoily diimtion^ ho 
storinod and pliniderod Oari5us.Hoimo and Nimc.s (NoniaitHn.s)j and having 
dcYiiatnted tho country as far ns the llhoiio, roturnud ladou with booty 
iioross tho Pyi'onccH. 

Duke Kudos of Aquitaino, doprivod of tho fruits of his singlo viotory, 
rosignod all hopes of HUccossfiiUy rcsiyting tho invaders, and (mdoavonnid 
to prosorvo himself from uttor ruin hy an alUaiico with his I’ormidablo foes, 
lie is oven said to have so far belied Ids chaructor of OhrisLlau prince as to 
give his own danghtor iji marriage, or cououbiuago, to Munu/,a, the governor 
of the newly made Gallic conqne.sts. 

It appears that tho expeditions of tho Harucoiis into Gaul had boon 
hithoi’Lo made by individual goiiorals on a oonipnrutivuly Hinall scale, and 
on their own responsibility. 'I’lio unusually slow progross of their arms 
at iliis period, is to bo ascribed loss to any four of oppo.sitioii, than to inward 
dissoiiHions in tlio Araliiau otnpirc, and a i‘api<l .sueeo.SHinii of caliphs singularly 
unlike in their ohuraetors anil views. Nino sliort years (71^-724 a. in’) hud 
aeon iUo cruel Solainian succoodod by tbo sovoro, yot just and upright Omar, 
tho luxurious epicurean Yazid, and tho littlo-miiulod, ealeulatiiig llisham. 

It is probable, thoi'ofove, that, lunid moro i>roasiug anxietios and interosls, 
tho distant conquest of ypain was forgotten or noglooted by tho court nt 
Damascus; and that tho goiiorals, who cominnndocl in that comitry, wore 
apt to hidiilgo in idoiis inconyistemt with thoiv real poaiLiou as salrap.s and 
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slaves of tin imperial master. But a change was at hand, and the new actor 
Abdorrahniaii (Abel nl-Rabman), who suddenly ai^peared upon the scene 
with an army of four hundred thousand men, was charged with a twofold 
conimission, — to cliaatisQ the presumption of Munuza, whose alliance with 
Eudo was regarded with suspicion, — aud to bring the whole of Gaul under 
the sceptre of the oaliph and the law of Mohammed. Regarding Munuza 
as a rebel and a aemi-apostato, Abderrahman besieged him in the town of 
Oerdagno, to wbioh he lied for refuge, and, having driven him to commit 
auioide, sent liia lieacl, together with his wife, the daughter of Euclea, as a 
welcome present to the caliph Ilisham. 

The victorious Stiracciia then marcJiocl on past PainpGliina,^ and, making 
tboir way through the narrow defiles on the wostorn side of the Pyrenean 
chain, poured down upon the plains with tlioir innumorable hosts as far as 
the river Garonne. The city of Bordeaux wos taken and sacked, and still 
tiiey pressed on impotuoualy and without opposition, until they reached the 
rivor Dordogno, whore Eudes, burning willi rage at the treatment which his 
daughter had received, made a fruitless iiUompt to stop them. Irritated 
rather than oheclfcd by hi.s feeble efforts, the overwhelming tide poured on. 
Tho standard of the prophet soon ftoalod from ilio towers of Poitiers, and 
oven 'rours, tlio city of the holy St. Martin, was in danger of being polluted 
hy tho prosonco of insulting iiiiidels, when, in tho liour of Europe’s greatest 
clroad aud danger, the champion of Cliristenclom appeared at last, to do 
battle with the liitliorio Iriumphaut onomica of the cross. 

It Hoems stniiigo at lirst sight that the danger, which had so long been 
threatening Europe from the side of Sjiain, should not have oullod forth an 
earlier and more offootual rosistance from tlioso wlioso national and religious 
oxistoneo was at stake. AbdoiTalnnau had now made his way into the very 
centre of modern h'ranco 5 had taken and plundered some of tho wealthiest 
towns in the Frankish ICmpivo; and, after burning or desoorating every 
Christian church lie mot with, waa marching on the hallowed sanotuary of 
tJio patron saint, uiiricliod by the offerings of ages; witliout encountering 
a single foe who could oven hop© to stay his progress. Where was the 
“invincible ” Jind ubiquitous Charles, who was wont to fall like a thunderbolt 
upon his oiioinies ? Wc luiglil imleod bo surprised at his seeming tardiness, 
did wo not know tho oxiruordiiuiry difficuliios with wliich ho had to struggle, 
and tho Hoomingly imposHiblo task ho had to perform. It was not with the 
modern suporstition of Mohammed alone that ho had to contend, but with 
tho hoary luiailioniam of tho north; not with the iSaracons alone, but witli 
his barbarous kinsmon — with nations ns hardy and warlike ns liia own Ans- 
trasiiiu warriors, and aiiiinatoil no less tlmii tho followers of Molmmmed with 
an indoniiiablo liairod of iJio CJiristian nnino. Enomios wore ready to pour 
upon him from every side, from the green slopes of the Pyrenees and over 
the broad waters of tho llhino; nor could ho reckon upon tho fidelity of all 
who lay within these boundaries. 

Inuring tlic wliolo of tho ten years in which the Saracens wore crossing 
tho Pyrenees and establiahing Ihoniselves in Gaul, Clinrlca was constantly 
engaged in wars with liis German neighbours. In that short period lie made 
campaigns against tho in'isians, tho Swabians, and tlie Bavarians, the Inst of 
whom (us wc have seen) he oven crossed the Danube to atiaok in their own 
couiiti’y. As late us 728 a.d., when Abderrahman must have been already 
inoditating his desolating march, Oharlen had to turn hia arms onoe more 

f> AccoriHiig to Stmbo® this town, cflllod lii Romntt times PoJiipsIo, derived its namo from 
Pompoy the Great, who rebuilt It in 08 n.o.] 
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a^iiiiist the Saxojisj and in 7^1 A.D., tlie voiy year before lie met tJie 
Samcena aL Poiliors, bo marolied an army into Aqiutaino to quell the 
xebollion of Duke Eudoa. 

Snob were Hoino of the adver.so ciroiiinBUiiicoH under which Cluirloa bad to 
make bis proparalioua, and under wbicli ho onciiiuped with lua voievana in 
llio noigliboiirliooLl of Ibntiora, where, for the lirat time in liis life, ho behold 
tlie white tents of tlio Moslem invaders, covering tlio land as far as tlio oye 
could reaeli. 

We cannot doubt that bo Jiad long been looking forward to tliia liour 
witli an anxious though intrepid heart, for all dopojidod upon him 5 and that 
Ulo wars in wUieb bo had laUdy boon engaged, wore the more important in 
Ilia eyea, bocanso tlioir auoooHs’ful torniiuation was necessary to scouro hia 
rear, and incroaso the limits of Ids war-ban when the time for action 
alioukl arrive. 

The liitliorto iineonqiiorod Saracens, who hud curried (bo liannor of their 
proplioL in [Jniost uniaterruplod triumpli from the d(5soj‘ls of Aralda to the 
banka of the Loire, wore destined to iiiul at liiat an Insuperable liavrier in tho 
brave liearts of Charle.s and bi.s Anstrasiaii followci-.s. 

On a Sinida.y, ni tho niontli of Oetolier, after trying each other’s 
atrongth in skirndMlioH of .small Importance dnriug the whole of the previous 
week, Llio two ai'miea, invoking respectively the aid of ('lirist ami Moliam- 
nied, caiuo to a general ongagoment on the plains belw(jen J’oitiurs and 
'rours. Thu rapid onslauglit of the Jslmmobtc.s, by wldcli they wore aeons- 
tomod to bear ovorytliing before them, recoiled from the steady valour and 
iron front of tho PraiikH, whose Iieavy swords iiukIo dreadful havoc among 
their lightly clad oppononta. Uopulsod, but unbroken in oourage and dotoi’’ 
mination, resolved to force tliuii* way through that wall of steel or to dash 
ihomsolvfls to doath ngaiiust it, tho gallunt Mo.sloms i’op(,‘at(id tlioir wihl 
charges until suiisoL. At every ropulso their blood llowod in lori-euts, and 
at the end of the day they fomul Uiemselves fartbor than ever from tho goal, 
and ga'/ed upon far move dead upon tho slippery liohl tluin lenuiinod alive in 
their ranks, Ilop(dcss of being able to renew the eonto.st, they rotroiitod 
in tlie iiiglit, and, for the iir.st time, lied hoforo an enemy. On the following 
morning, when the Kriinks again drew up in liattle-urVay, tlie camp of tlio 
foe was diauovercid to l)e empty, so that, instead of awaiting the attack, they 
had the more iigrceablo task of })lundering tlio touts and jnirsning the fugi¬ 
tives. AlKlerrahinan hiiiisolf was found among tlio dead, and around him, 
aocoKliug to tho not very crodililo aeeount of the c]u'onielci‘s,i’ lay tlirue hun¬ 
dred thousand of his soldiors; while tho !•'ranks lost only iifloon hundred 
men. 

Eudo, who uftoj' liis defeat oir the Dordogne hud taken refuge with his 
more meveifui enemy (IhivTlos, was in’csont in the buttle and took part in tlio 
pursuit and plunder. It was after this glorious triumph over tliu most J'or- 
inidahle oucuiics of Jiis country uinl nsligion that Charles J’uctsivcd Llio sur¬ 
name of Martel (the liammer), by which he bus since been kne^Yn in history, 

The iniportaiieo of tliis victory to all sueeeediug ages has often been 
enlarged iqinii, and can hardly 1)0 exaggerated, 'flio fate of ICnrope, Imnuinly 
speaking, hung upon the awovd of the Eraukmh mayor; and but for Gliavles, 
and tho bold Gorman warrioas who hail learned the art and jiractice of war 
under him and his glorioiiH father, tho heart of Europe might oven Jiow 
be in tho possession of tho Moslem; and the luoatpio uiid tho haroiu uilghfc 
stand wliert) iiow we see tlw spire of the Christiau elmrch, and tlio homo of 
the Cliriaiiaii family.'/ 
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TnouGir an offooLivo chock had been given to the progress of the Sara¬ 
cens’ arms, iviul they tliomsolvos Inid been iloprivcd of ilnit clnef support of 
fanatic valour, ihu boliof in their own invincibility, yet their power was 
bv no ineaiiH broken, nor was Charles in a condition to improve his victory. 
TIig NGiistrians iiiid iiurgundians wore far from being reconciled to tho 
Hupromacy whicli tho (xorinan Pranks Invd acquired over thomsolves under 
tho inigiity Carlovinghui mayors. 'I'hoir jealousy of Charles Martol’s success 
and Uunr haired of liia pornon, wore so much stronger tliau tlieir zeal in the 
cause of Chrisiondoin, tlmt oven while ho was engaged in hie cloaperato oon- 
lliot with tho Saraeons, thoy wore raising a robollion in hia rear. Btit the 
indofatigablo warrior was not sleeping on tho fresh laurels lio liad won. No 
sooner Jmd lio i\jC(3ived intelligonco of tJieir treacliorous designs, tiuui he led 
Ills ti'oo]).s, fruhli from tiio slaughtov of tho iiifidols, into tho very heart of 
Burgundy, and inllietod a torriblo rotrilmtion on his domostio foes. Ho then 
roinovod all whom lie hud mson to suBpoctva?oni their posts of oinobunont 
and honour, and Ijestowed thorn upon mou on whom he could dopoiid in the 
iioiir of dangoi. 

In tliG following year, 7114 a.j)., ho made considorablo progress in the 
subjugation and, Avhat wiis ovon more diflicnlt, tho conversion of the Frisians, 
who hated Ohrlatianity tlio more bocaiiso it wna connected in tlioir minds 
with a foroigii yoke. Tlio proaching of Bonifaco was powerfully seconded 
by tho swen'd tjf Charles, vvlio atlaokod tliom by land and sea, defeated thoir 
duke, Poppo, destroyed thoir hoalhon altars, and, like Alfred in the case of 
the Banes, gave iJ)oin tlio altOMiativo of Chi‘islianity or death. 

After tlie victory of Poitiora, Charles had ontruHted the defence of the 
Pyrenean borders to Duke Eudes, whom ho left in peaceable though dependent 
possession of liis territories. Eudes had received a rough lesson from his 
former misfortunos, and passed tho remainder of his life in friendly rela¬ 
tions with hia Fmiikigli liogo lord. At lh(^ death of Nudes, in 735 A.D., a 
n. w. — VOL. vn. 2 k 407 
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(lispiitG nroso befcwoon liis sons, Hunold and Halto, rcspootiiig the succession j 
and it sooms that in tho course of iliou* conloab tliey had forgotton tlioir com¬ 
mon depondonco upon Charles Martel. A foud o£ this nature at siioh a 
period, and in tho iinmodiato noighbourliood of tho Saraoons, was highly 
dangoroua to Aquitaino and tho wholo Vraiikish Empire. Oharlos thorofore 
lost no time in leading an army_ into tho distractod provinco, to aottlo the 
disputes of the contonding parties, and bring Uio populiitioii into n moro 
coinplo to atato of subjection. Having advanced to tho Garonne and taken 
the city of Bordeaux, ho entered into negotiations with Iliniold ; and, “with 
hia aocuatomed piety,coiiforrod tho duchy upon liiiu, on condition of his 
renewing his father’s oath of foalty to himself and his two sons, whom ho 
thus distinctly pointed out to the Franks ii,s Lhoir lieroditary rulcns. 


THIS BAItAOmS AGAIN HlOIMfiLLED 

In 787 A.D., UlO infidels were once move introduced into tho south of 
Gaul by tho troaohory of Christians. A nuin of inllnonco in rrovonoo, called 
Maiii'ontus, who probably uunod at an iadopeudont dukedom, fonnod a strong 
party among tho NcuHtriau KuiguouvB against the deiosled Gormau mayor. 
Ah the Arabian alliauco was tho only one winch could sustain thorn in a con¬ 
flict with Oluu'los, they iiiado no scruple of inviting Ibn Yusuf, tlio now 
viooroy of yoptiuuuua (F^anguodoc^, into thoir country and giving liim tho 
oily OL Avignon ns a pledge of tlioir sincerity. Tim Saracens, iuHtriiotod by 
tlioiL’ strange ailios, passed into Burgundy, whei'C tlm party opposed to GJuvrlos 
waa Htrongost} having taken Vienne, they covoretf tho country as far as 
Lyons with tlioir wild and rapid cavalry, wliich everywhoro loft its traces of 
iii'G nnd blood. 

Tho advaiico of the iSaraconH was so sudden, and their progress so rapid, 
that Charles Martel was not iininediuloly prepared to meet thoni, Tie Lhoro' 
fore despatchod liis brother Ghildobrand and libs principal soignoui's, with 
suoh forces as wore ready, to keep tho onoiny iimdioolc; doLormining hiinsolf 
to follow with a niunorouH and well-appointed army. When the advanced 
guard of tho Franks {irrivod near Avignon, the »Suracons retreated into that 
place, and prepared to stand a Hiogc. On tho arrival of Oharlos tlio town, 
wliioh hud resisted Clnldobrand, was tukoii by utovni, {Uid the Arabian gar¬ 
rison put to the Hword. I'ho l‘’raJiks then eimsed tho Ulit)iio, and nmvcliod 
through Soptiniauia to NarhoiinO'—a place of grro^t iinportaneo to tho 
Saracens, who had mado it a magazine for thoir arm.s. It was dofoiidcd at 
iluH time by Athiinu, viceroy of the caliph in Soj)tiimuua, witli a coiiBidorahlo 
force. Thu Saraoens of Spain, fearing that tho garrison might ho inHulliciont 
to withstand tho aHsuull of tho h'raiiks (who had invostod tho town on every 
sUlo), lilted out a flout, and transported a body of troops to tliu luoutli of tlio 
river Herro, near Karbomio, in ]i()po.s of raising tbo aioge. 'L’liis movomont 
did not escape tlio (luiek eye of Ubarhw; who, leaving his hroLliur with a 
divi.sion of the l)osicgorH, foil with tho reiiuiimhu’' on the newly laiidod force 
of tlic enemy, uml I'outod thorn with druadl'ul slaughter. Flo railed, howovor, 
ill his altempis upon Narbouno, wliioh romaiued in tho hands of Llio Baracons ; 
while Berziers, Agdo, Mogalone, and Niincs, together with all tho torritory 
on tho north side of tho river Audo (Hubsoquontly known as Languedoc)} 
wore I'Qunitod to the Frankish Empire. 

According to Piiulus Diaooniis,/ Charles Martel was tt.saisted on this 
occaaion by Liuipvaiid, king oL tlio Lombards in Italy, with whom ho liad 
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fonnccl a closo alliaiioo and friendship. Wo Imvo Jiardly sufficient grounds 
for believing' llmL the Ijombarcls took an active part in tliia war, but tlio 
mere expectation of their appimoh may have exorcised some influence in 
bringing about the results above described.! 

Tlio activity of liis cjieinios in tiro nortli again prevented Charles from 
pursuing his advaniagos against the Moslems, wlio might perhaps, had Ger¬ 
man Europe Leon united, have oven then boon driven baclc to the shores of 
Africa. In 737 we find the indefatigable warrior employed in repelling 
and avenging a fresh inroad of tho Saxons, whom lie defeated with great 
slaughter and drove along the river Lippe. In 7S9 he again appeared in 
Burgundy, whore liis prosonoo bad become necessary to stamp out tho 
smouldering embers of tlio old conspiracy. 


OiriE AEli’AlltS Ob' HOME 

In the incantiuio a now theatre was preparing for the Franks, on which 
they wore destined by Providoneo to play a very conspicuous and important 
part. 'I'lio exertions and iuihionco of Boni¬ 
face, the great apostlo of Gorioauy, and 
tlie intiinaLQ religious union ho had ef¬ 
fected betwoon the Fruuicmh churcii and 
the bishops of Romo, wore to produce Cor 
l) 0 th partios still riolior fruits than had yot 
appeared. 

Tho reunion of tho Lombards under one 
head hud been naturally followed as wo have 
previously souii, hy a furtiior oxtoumou of 
their borders at tho oxponso of tho Roman 
Empire ; and Uiis oxlonsion was the immo- 
diatu cauao of a collision betwoon tlio Icings 
of the Lombards and the successors of St. 

Peter, Avhich gave riso to tho most imporl- 
tint and la,sting results. 

Tho ovident intention oC tho bisliops of 
Rome, U) play ol’f tho Lombards and tlio 
Byzautino court against each otlior, and to 
malco their own careoL’ tlio resultant of 
those two opposing forces, soomed, for some 
timo, likely to bo entirely frustrated. 

Liutprand, justly irritated by tlio con¬ 
duct of tho Romans, to wliom ho had shown 
so much foi’boaranoo, liad led hi.s forces to 

tho Yory gates of Homo, with tho full in- A. Fiunkish omcaB 

tontioii of incorporating it with the rest of 

his iLaliiiu dominions; and thus, with all his foresight, Gregory had brought 
the rising etriicturo of tlio papacy into tlio greatest danger, and appeared to 
be himsolC at tho morcy of his enemies. 

In this oxtromiiy the holy father bethought himself of the powerful nation 
which had f(ji“ so many ages boon tho faithful ally of tho Catholio church, 
and had lately been unitod in still closer bonds of reverence and amity to 

[* Though Ercdesfli'iusti iHsIloiit on this pgint. Hodgkine acoepta It.] 
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St. PeLor’s oliaii’. In 739 Pope Gregory III api)liotl for aid against tho 
Lombards “to bis most oxcellont aon, ilio aiib-king Cliarlos.” 

Tliat tlii.s api)liuiitian was jmulo unwillingly, and with considorablo mis¬ 
givings about tho o(nisognoncoa, may bo iiiforrod from tho oxtJ'omities to 
which Gregory fiv\bmitlcd bcfoi*o ho mtwlo it. 

His husitiition wiia owing, no doubt, in part Co his instinctivo droad of 
giving tho ])apal cluiir a too powerful ])rotcctor, who inigliL easily become a 
inasLor; and partly to his Icuowlodgo of ilio siucovo friuiidship wliioli oxLsiod 
between ]ii.s opponoiil Liuiprand and lii.s dosivod ally. Of jill iho clrcuin- 
stauGQS which threatGiiod to prevent tho roali.satioii of tho papal dreams of 
temporal jndejmnduneo and spiritual domination, jiono wore so greatly and 
so justly dreaded fw an tillianco botweon Uio Prauks and ijoinbards; and wo 
shall see that Gregory III and hia Hiicee8Mor.s H[»ared no i)aiu8, and shrank 
from no means liowevor questionahlo, to oxcito jeiilou.sy and hatred between 
the Franks and their liOmhard kinsmen. 


■J’UK VOl’l-J CATJiH TO OUAItbllS 

While the Rinnans wore tromlding witliiii tlioir hastily repaired walls, 
and awaiting tlio doeisivo ussaiilt of tho Lombards, Charles MarLol was rest¬ 
ing from the fatigues of his late cmni>aigns in Uuvgnmly •, and lie was still 
in Chut eouiitry when the papal envoys roaolKul him. 'Phoy brought with 
them a pitoouH epistle from Gregory, in wliiuh lie complains witli l^itterness 
of tlio persooutions of hi.s enemies, who, ho says, Imd i’u]»bod the very church 
of yt. Peter (which stood wilhout tlio walls) of its candle.stielcs; and tiikou 
away tlto pi(»us f»l'fyi'ing.s of the i*'rai}ki.s)i pi‘iaco.s. Chfirlas reeoivod tlie 
eoinmunlcation of tho aillielod [joutill’ with tlio greutest rovormine. I'lio 
intorests of the empini, and more ospooially of lits own rumily, wore too 
intimately eouneeied with tho oxistenoo and honour of the l»isho|)H of Rome, 
to allow of Ills feeling indifl'oront to what was passing in Italy; and there 
is no L'easou to doubt Unit h« mitoiTained tlm IngliuHl veueratiou for the head 
of tho clmvch. Yet this iirst oiuhuHsy Bemns to huvo justilied tlio fears rather 
than the hojies of flregory. Tho incoBHunt exurtion.s which Cluirles’ onomies 
oompellod him to make for the maiutonaiieo of his uuUiority would long ago 
have de.stroyed ii man of ordhuiry energy and endnranoo, and ^vere begin¬ 
ning to tell oven upon his iron frame. lie wa.s aware that the new ortler of 
things, of wliieli ho was the pi'incipal author, doponduil for its Cioutiiiuanuo 
imd eonsolidalion solely upon Ins presence and wulebfulmiss. So far from 
binng In a eoiuULieii to lead his forces to a di.staiit ooniitry, ami to make eiic- 
iiiies of brave and powerful fricndH, it wa.s not long sinou Im had .souglit tlie 
assistance of the Lmulmrds themselvos; and ho know not how soon he might 
hUuuI in need of it again, ilo iherofore contented liim.self with oiaining 
friendly iiogoLiaiions witli Ivintpriiiul, who excused him.seU' to Charles, and 
agreed to spiiro tlio papal Icrnloi'y on ci)iuUtii)u that iho Romans should 
cease to uiLerfero Uetweoii himself and his rebelUous .suhjei:(s. T'he exact 
terms of tlio iigruomeut made hetweon Gregory and Liutprinid, liy tlu) modi- 
iitioii of Charles Martel, are of tlio Ic.ss moment, ns they wore (ilisorvod by 
neitlior party. 

In 740 the Loinhard.s again iippoarcd in arms before tlie gates of Koine; 
and the jiope was oiioo more ii Hiippliunt at tho Frankish eoiirt. In the 
letter which Cimrlcs iMarlel received on tluH occaaion, Gregory bitterly 
ooniphuna that no effectual ait^ hud been ua yet aH'ordod him; that more 
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attontion had boon paid to tho “tying” reports of tho Lombard king than to 
his own siiitomoiiba, and ho earnestly implores his “ most Christian son ” not 
to prefer tho friendship of Lintprand to the love of tho prince of tho apostles. 
It is evidoiit from tlio wliolo lonor of this second epistle, that tho Franldsli 
mayor had not altered his conduct towards Uio king of the Lombards, in 
consequence of (Irogory’s charges and complaints; but had trusted rather to 
]iis own knoAvlcdgo of liis friend than to tho invectives of the terrifted and 
angry pope, _ 

To give additional wciglit to liis wiitton roinonstrances and cntreatiGS, 
Gregory sent the bishop Anaatasins and tho proshyier Sergius to Charles 
Afai'tol, cliargod with more seoret and important instructions, which lie 
acriipleil to commit to writing. TIio nutiiro of thoir cominunicaiions may 
ho gatlioi’cd from the Hymlmlical acUon.s l)y wJiich ilicy wore aceompiiuied. 
The envoy.s brought with them tho keys of St. Peter’s sepulchre, which they 
offered to OharloH, on whom they were also empowered to confer tho title 
and dignity of Roman iiatrieius. Ity the former step — the offer of the 
Icoya (an lumouv never liofore oonforred upon a Frankish ruler) — Gregory 
expressed his desire to oouHtituto the powerful mayor lU’oLoetor of tlio holy 
see 5 and by conferring tho rank of Roman patricius witljoiiL, us seems prob¬ 
able, tlio HaiiotioU of tho Greek ompovor, ho in olTect witlidrew Jhs allegiance 
'from tho latter, and acknowledged Uliavlca Martel ns liege lord of tlio Roman 
diiehy and poo]_)lo. It was in thw light lliut the whole ti-iinsaction was re¬ 
garded at tfm tune, for wo road hi tho chroniclo of Moissiac,(7 written in the 
beginning of tho ninth century, that tho letter of tho pope was acoompaniod 
by “a (locroo of tho Tloinan principes”; and that tho Roman people, liaving 
U'u’owii off llio rule of tho Greek emperor, desired to place themBolves under 
the in'otooiion of tlio aforesaid prince, and his “invinoiblc clemency.’' 

Charles Martel roeoivod tho ambassjuloi's with tlio distinguished lionour 
duo to the dignity of the sender, and tho iinportanco of their mission; and 
willingly accepted at thoir liands the significant offerings Ihoy brought. 
When tlioy wore pi' 0 })ai'fid to return, ho loaded them with costly presents, 
and orilorod Grimo, tlio abbot of Corboy, and Kigebort, a monk of Sb. Denis, 
to aeeomjiaiiy thorn to Pome, and boar his an.sw(;r to Pope Gtygory. Rome 
was onco more dolivorod from destruction by tlio iutorvontion of Charlos, 
and his influenoo with Liutpraiid. 

And tlius were tlio lust days of tho great Frankish horo and Gregory III 
employed in marking out a lino of policy respecting eaeli other, and the 
great temporal and spiritual iiitorests committed to tJiem, which, being 
zealously followed up liy thoir Hiicccasors, led in the ocquol to the inost 
iiuporiaut and hrllUaut rosults. Tlioy both died nearly at the same time, 
ill the HLiiuo year, 7iL A.n., in which tho ovoiils above described took place. 
TMio restlc.ss aotivity of Charlea Martel had prcmaturoly worn him out. 
Conscious of the rapid decline of his ]iowcrH, ho began to set his house in 
order; and ho had soarecly time to portion out his vast empire among his 
sons, and to nialco his jieaco with heaven in the churoli of tho patron saint, 
wlieii ho was seized liy a fever in Jiis palaco at Carieiacuni (Qniorzy) on the 
Oiso ; where he died on tlio 16tli (or 2lal)^ of Octobor, 7dt at the early 
age of fifty, flo was buriod in tho church of Denis. 

Charles Martel may bo reokonod in tho niimbor of those groat men who 
have boon deprived of moro than half the glory due to tlioiii, “ because they 
want the sacred poet.” Deeds which, in tho full light of history, would 


P HodgkinBayH In ono place llio 2l8t; in^fiiolhor Uio 22iid of October.] 
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have appoai'Ofl suffioiont Lo make a dozoii warriom iininorial, arc (loHpiiiolicd 
by ilie Franlcish olironiolors in a low dry words. His groalnoss, indeed, 
sliines forth ovoii from thoir moapfro iioticos; bul ^vo fool, as wo road them, 
that had a Cicsar or a Livy unfolded Iuh charactoi* and desoribod his exploits, 
—instead oi a poor pedantic monk liko Prodc/fttrius/^ ii rival might ho found 
for the Cicsars, tho Scipios, and Uio Iluimibals. 


OAKLOMAN ANIl PF.I'ItT TEfTC HIIORT 

niiarloH ]\Iartol kft two sons, Oarlomaii and Ikpin, hy his first wife, of 
•whom nothing is known, and a thiril, Gvifo,by iho caplivo Uavavian prin¬ 
cess Swaiiahild, wlio is sometimes called Ills second wife and soiuotimes Jiis 
concubino. In the first partition of Ids dimiinions, wliicli was iniido Icnowii 
before liis death, lio apportioned Anstrasia, Swabia (iMannuinia), and 'I'lm- 
ringia, tlio (ionium provinces, to his oldest son, Oarlomiinj Nmistvia, Buj’- 
giindy, and Provonno, to Pepin, tho ebiof inhoritor of liis glory. In this 
arraugoinont tho sou of Swanahild was wisely i)aHSc<l over; lint tlio (mtroalies 
of Ids beautiful spouse induced (Jliarloa, at tno very end of his llfo, to set 
apart a portion from oafdi of tlio two kingdoms above mentioned for Grifo; 
an unfortunato stop, wliioh only brought ilestniotion on him ■uOio rocGivcd 
tho fatal gift. 

The misoiiiovoufl ofl'oots of tho now partition sliowed tliemsolves iinino- 
diatoly. Tho Hulijeots oC (Tvifo, among whom alono ho could look for nym- 
patliy and support, wore dlacontontod at being arbitrarily soparivtod from tho 
roHt of tho onipiro ; and tho ill-fooling of tho Hoignonrs and ]) 0 opl(i in all parts 
of the country appears to have been enhanced liy tlio projndioo existing 
against .Swanaliild, both «.s a foreigner and on aocounli of tho great inllnenco 
Bho oxoreised over tho heart of Gbarloa. So Htrong, indeed, was tho feeling 
of tho Pranks upon tlio subject, that wo may fairly doubt whether (lavlonuin 
and Ikpiii tliemsolvos, had they been «o inclinod, would liavo boon able to 
socuro to their brotlior tlio iiossossion of the territory allotted to liim. 

Whatovnr sontimonls the two oldest brothers previonsly entertained 
towards Grilo, thoy w<3]’o soon rendered openly hoslilo by th(3 Higlit of their 
sister Ililtvudo to tho court of Bavaria, and lior iniautUorisod niarriago with 
Otilo, tho duke of Uiat country. BwanaUiUl and (Jrifn, who wove luiUirally 
loolced upon ns tlio instigators of this nnwoleomo alliance, slint themsolvos 
up ill tho Fortress of Liioii; but boing entirely without rosoiirees, tlioy 
yielded up tho phieo and thomsclves us soon as (Jarlonum iind Pepin ajipearod 
witli an army before its walls. Tho favourite wife of tlio mighty Oharlos 
Martel was sent, into a nunnery at Chcllos, and Grifo was imprisoned in the 
oHstlo oE NoufeluUoan, in the forest of Ardennes, 

Having pliioed a Alcrovingian named Ohildorio on tlio throne, — whieh 
thoir father for some tinio boforo his death liad loft uiiocoupicd, — the young 
princes marched an army towards Aqiiilaino; for Ilunnhl tlio son of Eudos, 
tho sworn vas.sal of Oharlos klartel, had manitostod Ids rohollious iiiLenl-ions 
by tlirowing Liiiitfrcd, tho Frankish {imlHiHsador, into jirison. Grossing tho 
liOirc, they devastated Aquitaniii as far us Bourgeu, and were on tho ])oint 
of ovemiiining tho wholo country, when tho intolligonoe of the s(,ill inoro 
serious rehollion of tho »Swabians eompollod thorn auddonly to break off thoir 
campaign in the south, and roluvii to tlio heart of iJicir dominions. Prepa¬ 
rations of unusual inagnitudo liad boon made for tho war by tlio dukes of 
Gwivhia and Bavaria, who had invited the vSaxyu and Slavonian tribes to 
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inako common o^uso against the Franks. The sndclen return of the Frankish 
army, liowoTor, Ivustratod thoir half-comploted plans. In the autumn of the 
same year, Carloman oro.,a 0 d the Rhin„, fell upon tho Swabian duke Theobald 
befovo hie Ilayarian allies woro ready |.o take the field, and oorapelled him to 
renew his oatli of allegmuioo, and to give hostages for its observance. 

In the mcniiLimo, Otilo, duko of Eavaria, the liushaiid of the fugitive 
prniooss Hiltrudo, was doing all m his power to strengthen himself against 
^10 oxpGotocl iiitacic of tho I'l'ftnha, and was ovldontly acting in concort with 
Buho llLiuold of Aqmtaino. Tho defeat of the Swabians was a heavy blow 
to Ilia hopea ; but ho had gono loo far to rocedo, and having united a body of 
Saxona and Slavonian niorooiiarica with his own subjoots, he look up a posi¬ 
tion on tho fanlier sido of Lho rivor Ledi, and stockaded the banks to prevent 
the ononiy from crossing. 1 bo Franks camo up goon afterwards, but found the 
Jhvarmnam filimgly oiilivnobti^^^ that they lay Cifteen days on tliQ opposite 
bank ■without attompting aiiytliiug. After a diligent search, however, they 
diacovorod a ford by which they crossed tho livor during the night, and, fall- 
lug on tho imauBpocUng ononiy, put thorn to flight, and drove tliem with 
great slaiightor iioroas tlio rivor Inn. 

lliG I'l’iinkiali prinoes are said to havo remained for fifty-two days in the 
enemios country} but Uicir oxpodibiou partook inoro of tho nature of a foray 
than a oonquosi, and loft tho Bava- 
I’lans in nearly tlio eaiiio oondition 
of fleini-iiidapondojico in which it 
Imd found thorn. 'J’ho activity of 
tliorovoltod tribes roiulerod it daii- 
gorous for Caiioinaii and Pepin to 
lead thoir foroos too far in any ono 
dirootion. As Ilunold had been 
aavod by the rovolt of tlio ^iwa- 
biaiiH, 80 Otilo was now roliovod 
from tho proaonoo of tho Franlca 
by diversions inado in hi.^ favourm 
two oilier c^mii'tei's j by the Saxons, 
who had billon iiiion Thuringia; 
and by ITuiiold, who, omboldonod 
by impiiiuiy and tho absoiice of tlio 
Franks, had crossod tho Boiro and 
was devastating the land ns far as 
Chartres. Tho Saxoiia olaiincd 
tlio lii'Ht attoiitioii of tho Franldsh 
Icndore, fliuco Liio latter darod not 
march towards tlio south ■with so 
daiigorous au onomy in tlioh* roar. 

Carloman is 8aid to havo dofoalod 
tho Saxon army, which conaistod 
in all probability of iindiseiidiiiod 
maraiulors, in two great battles, 
and to Jiflvo earned oft one of 
thoir Icadors, nainod TTioodoric, 
into Austrasla. Pepin was, in 

the moaiitimo, ongagod with tlio S-ivabians under Theobald, whom ho 
reduced to obodionco. Having thus, for lho time, seoured their rear, 
brothor-warrioi's marched (in 746 a.d,), wiih uiiitod forces, against Huiiold 
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who, oonaoious of liis iiilor inahilily Lo rosisl llicir iiiulividod power, hud 
down his arms wUhoui a eon test, conBontod to ^Ivo ho.sinfi:c!a, and to ronow 
liis brittle oatlis of fealty. 3)i8gu3Lod with liis ill success, lie soon afterwards 
resigned tlio governmoiit in favour of his son 'W’aifar, and loiirod to Die 
nioiifiHtory of St. Philibert, in tlm i.shiml of lilid, on the const of Af[uitnino. 

Though it is not easy to discover in wluit respect the Swabiiiiis wore iiioro 
ill fault in the war just nicntinncd than the other revolted nations, it is ovi- 
dent that they incurred Uic special rosontmoiit of tlioir I'T’iinkish coii(|uorors. 
All had broken their allegiance, and had sought Lo regain liy foreo the iudo- 
pondouoo of which they had boon forcibly deprived. Yet while the Bavari¬ 
ans and Aquibaiilans wore iiiorely eonipollod to renew their ongagommils on 
koiiQurablc leruiH, the timtmunt of the Swabiaim lias loft an indeUlile blot on 
the charaetor of (Jarloinan. 

This brave and oueo powerful people luul roUved, aflev tlieiv defeat by 
Ihspiii, into the fastnos.soH of the Alps, hut wore koou ooinpolled to make their 
submission, and lo rosuino their former allegittueo. hi Ydd, however, they 
appear to liavo nioditated a now revolt, and wore accused of liaviiig incited 
tlic Ihivariaiis to try once more the lorluue of wur. Ilendoved Iiu'ious by the 
Hecmingly intovmiuablo natiiro of the contisst, (Jarloinan iippoars to liiivo 
Ihonght himself jnstiiiud in repaying faithlessnoss by troacbory of a far more 
heinous imturo ] and this is the only slmdow of an oxoiisc wliicli cun ho 
ofCorod for his eonduofc. Having led liis army lo Oannwfcadt in 740, lie uvdorod 
Thoobalcl, llio iSwabian duke, to join Jiim with all Ins forces, in obodionoo to 
iho niiULary ban. Tlieobald obeyed without yu.sjuoion, suiipo.Hing that ho 
sliould bo oinployed, in eeniunctiou with the rest of Oarloniiui’s Corijos, against 
aomo oommoii oiioiny. “ And thovo,” says the ohroniidor of Met/,,<s “a groat 
jirodigy toolc place, that one army soizod and bouml aiiotlior without any of 
tlio poi'ils of war 1 ” No sooner Imd the two annie.s met, togollier in an apiiiir- 
ontly friendly manner, tlian (iarloniau ordered liis Prunlfs to Hiin'ouiut the 
Alainanni (ywabiaiia), and to disarm and bind them, flo then instituted an 
im^uiry respooLiug the aid aCCordod the Uavavians; and, having Kei/.ed those 
ohiofs'wiio had assisted Otilo “ngaiimt (ho inviinublo princes, (Jarloinan and 
I’epiii, ho moroifnlly oorroetiMl eaeli ueeording to his dosortSr’* 3./unrri()d H 
received the vaoant tlirono of 'riicohaUl, wlio, in all proliability, was one of 
those who lost their lives by (Jarloman’s moroifiil oovrootioii. 


PKl’lN SOnK HUIilOU 

In the following year, the coiineetion between tlie (Jurlovingian family 
and the Koiuaii ohuveh, whioU hml grown eourmnaUy cIohuv, was still farther 
strcngtlieiiod by tlio voluntary abcUcation of Oarloinan, and bis luhnission 
into the mouaslic order. 'L'lio reasous which induced this mighty prince and 
succossfiil warrior to take so singular a stop aim quite unknown. Reinorso 
for bis rwcout treuehevy, disgust at the bloodshed lie had caused and wit- 
uoRHod, the souse of inferiority t<i Ids hrothor I’opin, and doubts as to the 
eontinuaneo of fraternal harmony,— a nalural toudenoy to religious coniein- 
platiou increased by the iulluouco of Uonifaec, whose caviuist faith and npot- 
iess life could not hut imiko a deep im]»rossion upon ah who know him,— 
tlie.so and olJior causes will (kjcuv (o tlio mind of ovoryono as lining, singly or 
in difforeiit combinations, adcfpialc to Uio resuU. Yet wo can but gnoss at 
motives wliLoh wore uiiknowji to tho goiioratioiis iminudiatnly siiocGoding 
him, and wliioh ho hiniaeU porhnwB would have found it diflioult to dolino. 
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Witlj tlio full coiicurroiico of his brother Pepin, whoso appetite for worldly 
honours was by no inoana sated, Carloman sot out for Home ^ with a numerous 
retinue of tlio chief nioii in his hingiloui, taking with him magnificent pres¬ 
ents for ibo pope. He was received by Zacharias with great distinction; 
and by bis advico Carloman vowed obedience to the nilos of St. Benedict 
before Optatns, tlio a])bot of ]\ronle Casino, and founded a monastery to St. 
Silve.slur on tlio eiaa.sio JicigJils of Mount Soractc. But he was far too nuioh 
in earnest in his dcsiro of BoliUido to find the neighbourhood of Romo a 
auitablo or agreeable vesidenco. I'lio newly founded momistory was soon 
tlirongod with ourimiH vimiors, eager to behold tJie princely monk who had 
given up all to follow Cl)rist. Ho tlioroforo abandoned Alount Soraote, and, 
conocaling as far as poa.^iblo Ins name and rank, onrolled himself among the 
Bonodiotijio nionk.s of Monto Cassino. 

As no stipulation had boon made in favour of Oarloman’s son Drogo, 
Pepin now became solo ruler of Iho whole Prankish liinpire. It is a no less 
singular than plc.'iaing fact tJiat ouo of the very first use.? which Pepin made 
of his umlividod auinority was to rolcnso his hrotlicr Hrifo from his long 
impriscinnicnt; singuliU’, because it scciuh to imply that Carloman, whose 
BUHeoj^itihiUty- to rolig’iuuH induoneoaeHiinot I )0 doubted, was the only obstacle 
to tins act of gonoroaity and mercy. It i.s indeed open to us to suppose that 
Carloman foresaw inoro (■•lonrly than his brotlmr tbo injurious eoneeq^ucnces 
of Grifo’s restoration to frecaoin; for tli<5 policy of this stop was certainly 
more qii(JHiio]ial)lo tlian ita generosity. The liberated prince thoiiglit more 
of wliat was withhold Uiau of wliat was granted, and litid never ceased to 
oonsichu' liimaclf entitled to an equal Htiaro of tho domijiions of bis father, 
In 748, not long after Ids roloaso, while Pepin w'as holding a couiioil of 
tho Ijifihops and soigneurs at Diiron, Grifo was forming a party among tbo 
younger men to «u))poi’t his proionsions to the ihrono. Jii company with somo 
of thoHC liG Hod to the Saxons, who Avoro always ready to jnako common cause 
iigainsL tho hated I'h’uuks. Pepin, well aware of tho extremely inflammable 
jrtrtioz’hdtf hy wliioh iiii fronliora wovo aurroimdod^ mid dreading a roJieivaJ of 
tlio coullagration ho had so lately (pienclicd in blood, immediately took the 
field; mai'oliiug ihrongh Thuringia, ho attacked and defeated the Nordo- 
Scpuivi, a Saxon tribe avIio lived on tlio rivor Wipper, botwooii the Bodo aiid 
Snale. 'riio Saxon hsader Thoodoric was taken prisoner lor the third time, 
and a oon.^idcrablo luunbor of tho captives lakou on this occasion Avore 
conipellod to rooeivo Christian baptism, according to tho usual policy of 
that ago. 

After frnitloss nogotiations botwoon tho brotliore, Grifo endeavoured lo 
mako a stand at tbo rivor Okerj failing in this, ho fled to the Bavarians, 
among Avliom an enemy of Pepin Avas sure to find a Avelcomo. After devas¬ 
tating tho Saxon lorritory for forty days, and roimposing tho tribute for¬ 
merly oxaetod by Clnlairo, Pcjiiii diroelecl his maroh toAvarcIs Bavaria, in 
pni’Hiiit of his brother. ()tilo, tho formor duko of tins coiinLry, was noAV 
dead, and had boon Hueecoded by hia son Tassilo, who ruled under tho inflii- 
onco of tho Frankish prinooss Hiltrudo, These inveteralo enemiefl of Pepin 
wore also joined by a inigbly Bavarian ohiof, called Suitger, and the Swabian 
duko, Lun'fvied II, If wo understand rightly a passage in the annals of Metz, 
Grifo Hueceeded in depriving Tassilo and Jus mother of tbo reins of govorn- 
mont and making hiiuHolf master of Bavaria, Grifo, Suitger, and Lanfried 
united tbeir forces, but not venturing lo aAvait tbe attack of the Pranks 

[1 Tho of mako this In tho yoar but Hodgldn«Bays it clearly belongs 

to 7'10.] ^ 
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upon iho Lecli, iiH Oiiilo had done on a formov oocaHion, they reU’oalcd al onoo 
bohiiicl the Inn, -\vliicli had already proved so cffecliial a bulwark. Pepin, 
ho^vevor, no longer oinbnvrassed by a variety oC onemios, dotcnnlnod to 
bring Iho inattor to a liiial dotdsioiit and wii.s alroa<ly making proparationH 
to cross the Inn, when iho leaders of tho allied army, oonvineod of iho luiility 
of braving the siiporior foreo of tho Franks, voluntarily fliu’reiidorod tliom- 
solves prisonors of war. Tho leniency with which tho Biwaviiins wore treated 
scorns to imply that favourahlo torin.s of siiiTcndor liad been granted, at any 
rate, to thorn. Tassilo received, hack hin dnchy, lor wliich ho had to swear 
fealty to the Frankish rulor; whilo Alamamiia was finally incorporated with 
tho Frankish dominions. T'he falo of Eanfriod 11, tho last of iho Swahian 
diik(!S, is not known ; but tlio cliaracLor and gonoval pedicy (d‘ Pepin aro a 
guavaiiloe that ho wa.s not treated with unnoeoHsary Inirshnoss. (irifo was 
oiiuo more indebted to his brotlior for life and liberty, and not only received 

full iiardon,l)nb was endowed with twelve eennUes 
and the town of Lo Mans — a fortiino Hjiloiidid 
enough to have Katisfuid tho dosircs (d aiiyouo wlio 
iiad not dreamud too jiiuoli of independonee and 
royal luithority. 

'I'ho ill HiioccHs wliioJi attended tho efforts of 
Grifo,—whoso elainis but a few ymirs before would 
have rallied llionHauds of nmleoiilontH roiiiul Ills 
standard, — and tho rapid ami oiisy supprossion of 
tiio Swabian and Bavarian rovolls, idfovd us ovi- 
denco that tho oiino hitler opposition of the sojgn- 
oui’H, both lay and (doriual, to tlu^ nstahliHlimont of 
tho Oarlovingiau throne, was iinally ovnreomo j imd 
that Popin ])OHse.ssed a dcgj'co oi soLilod authority 
which iioitlior his fatlier Jior his grandfather had 
enjoyed. 

ai-:(5ULAUTHATHJK 

It was during tho mayoralty of Popin, and not, 
aw is g(5iicrally asHuniod, in ttuiL of (.lharlos MarUd, 
Unit the famous and important act of seoularlsiition 
look plaoo. T'lie ]mw5liGO into wliieh (/buries 
t«l laid l)ocn drivoii hyJiiw nocesHiticjs, of licstowing 
eeelesiastioal henolioew on laymen who iiHsunied the 
}ji’ie.st])oo(l witli jmi'oly riocuhir views, was incoii- 
HiHtontwith tho p(*u(50 and good order, and ininiicnl 
to all the higher intorosUs, of the (Jliristiaii elinroh. 
A.s an oxeepUonal state of things, however, oven 
rigiddiseipliiiariaiiHandpious ohurolmioiilike lloni* 
face had thought it expedient to yield a tacit assent 
to tlio omployineiiL of (duirch revenues for luilitai'y 
purj)o.ses. I’lut when, on tho one liand, tlie (‘onso- 
qneiicoa of those irroguliu* and vinhmt expialionts 
hud become, with tho lajiso of time, more elcarly evi¬ 
dent; and, on the otliei', a stricter discijdino, ami a moi’e roligioiis and ooolc- 
siastieiil spirit, had been diffused througli iho great body of llie clergy by the 
labours of Uoiiifacc and Jus soliool, it bocaine inor» and more rcpugmint to 
tho feelings of eiU true friends o(, tho clniroli to see its liigJiost oflicus lillod 





■A' 

A JIrclu)Vl^^UN Fuank 



on AKL32S MAB'USL TO CHARLEMAGNE 507 

[751 A,pJ 

by masquoriifling layinon, who had nothing of the pviesL about them but the 
name and tli-cHa. In Hub repngnnnco wo have every reason to believe that 
both Garloniaii and Popin largely shared ; and yet, though not engaged in 
an interiiGcino struggle like their father, they carried on expensive wars, 
and jioodod largo snp 2 ihos of land ami inoimy. It \rns not therefore to be 
expeotod that they should case tlio eliurch from all participation in the 
public burdens, ospooially at a time when it had absorbed a very large pro- 
2 )Oi'tioii of tlio national wealth. Ihidor those circumstaiicoa, a ooinpromise 
was effected by the iiifliionco of Ronifuco at the synod of LesLines. In this 
important council t)io assomblod bishops conaontod, in consideration of the 
urgent necessities of the stato, to make a vohmtary surrondor of a portion 
of tlio funds of tlio olinroh ; with tlio stipulation that the civil rulers should, 
on tiioir part, abstain for the future from nil arbitrary iiitorforoiico with its 
discijiliuG and ^u’Ojierty. 

Tlio vast funds which tho “scouhmsation ” placed at the disposal of tlie 
Ih’ankish princes contributed in no small degree to establish tho Carlovingiaii 
throno ; for it enabled thou to carry out to its full extent tho KysLem of 
bonefloial (ov non-Jioroditary) grants, and to secure tho aervioea of the 
powerful soigncurs, who wore bound to tlio sovoroign not only bjr a senso of 
graiitudo, but by tlio ho 2 >o of future favonrs and the fear of doprivaiior. 


THE ANOINTINO OV inSPIN (761 A.P.) 

A ohjiugc took i)hi(JO Jit tho period at which wo have jjow arrived, which, 
though QiiHily and nolHoIoHsly imulc, and apparently hut nominal, forms an 
hnpf)rLant ora in hraukish liistory. It co.sks ua an effort to romembor that 
C'liarloH Afartel, Garloinau, andl’opiii wero Jiot kings, but olTicors of another, 
who still boro the royal title, and ocoasionally and oxcliwivoly wore tho 
crown and sat njjon tho throno. (Moman and Pepin, wlion they wore Jiead- 
iiig groat iirnuoa, j'OGoiving oaths of aUcgiauoo from conquered princes, and 
giving away duohioH, wore mayors of tho paiaco of ChiMeric Ilf, a Aforovin- 
gian king. * J^von they had thouglit tho time not yot come for calling them- 
selves by their proper Jiaino, and had iducod Ohildcric on the throne. The 
king’s nanio was a tower of strength, which tlioy who had mot and defeated 
every other ononiy seoined to sliriiik from attacking. 

'i’ho foundations of the Merovingian throno, indeed, had boon thoroughly, 
porliaim systoimiticjiilly, siqqied. XIic king-making mayors had set up mon- 
avchs and dojiosod them at their jdcasnro j tlioy had even loft the throno 
vaenni' for a time, as if to prove wliotbor the nation ^yua yet cured of its in¬ 
veterate notion that none but a Merovingian could wear a Frankish crown. 
There was but one stop more to tho llirono, and that step ivns taken at last 
when there was scarcely a man in the onipiro who had cither the power or 
the wish to prevent it. 

In 751 Ajj. Pepin assumed tlio name of king, with tho full consent of 
tho nation and tho sanction of tho pope ; and tho last of the Merovingians 
was shorn of Ids royal locks, tho ombloms of his power, and sent to end his 
days in tlio mnmistcry of St. Jlortin, at Sithiou (St. Omer in Artois). 

Tho immediate motive for tlio change is not apparoiit, and tho remarlc- 
nhlo abaonoo of all impationeo on tbojiart of Poi)in to assume the royal name 
Bcoms to justify the notion that tho mip-de-(jvdee was given to the Merovin¬ 
gian dynasty by another band than his. It might have been still deferred, 
but for tho growing intimacy botwooii tho (Jarloviugians uud the pope. 
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All that-lias boon tranisniitiocl to xia ia tlio fact lluii, in 750 (or 761), an 
exnbassy, oomposoil of lUircliard, bialio]) of Wiir/borg, I'^iilnul, abbot of St. 
Doiiis, and rcjrin’B o-\vn chaplain, ivx)])civreil at Koino at tbo papal oonrt, and 
laid tho following question before Popo ZaeliaruiH for bin decision : Wliother 
it wits oxiicdiont that one who was possosaed of no authority in the land 
should couthiuo to retain tho name of king, or whotlior it sliould bo traiia- 
forrod to him who really oxorcisod llio royal power. 

It is nob to bo imagined for a moment that Zachavias was unprepared 
with Ilia reply to thin inoinontona que.stloii, wliicli would uortainly not Imvo 
been proposed had tlioro boon any doubt roHpeoting tho luiNwor. "fho pope 
replied that, ho who really governed Hbould uIho bear tlic royal name; and 
the orabaasy returned to Pojiiii with this moMsage, or, aa soino writoi’M take 
a ploaBuro in calling ifc, this ^‘command.” A gnvud council oC the natiim was 
iiHaoinblod at Soiasons (Augusta Snossixuuim) in the Huine year, and tho niajor- 
domus was luiauimouHly elected solo king of tho J^Vu-nks, and soon afierwards 
anointed and crowned, with his wife llortrada, by his old and faithful friend 
Boniface. 

This solemn conscevaiion by tho wm of holy oU, and oihor onromonins, 
olwervod for tho Ib’Mt iimo at tlio (loroiiation of tho Oaj’lovingiaii Icing, wore 
not witlioutthoir important signinoaiujo. Tho Hontiinont of logitiimuty was 
very strongly Hoatod 111 tho hoarU of tlio Brunkisli people. TJie dolhronod 
family had oxolurtivclysupxilied tho nntiojiwith Uieir vnlerH from all time; 
no one could trace tliciv origin, or point lo a Morovingian wlio was not either 
a Icing, or tbo kiiisniiin of a king. Jt was fur otbovwiHo with Bojiin. llo was 
tho lirst of bin nioo who had not fought for Uio ollioo of major-doiniiH with 
ooinpotilova as nohUi as himself. It was little more Iban a eimtiiry since his 
namosako of Bandon laid hoeii disiiussod from Jiis oHice by tlio iirbilriiry will 
of Dagobort. 'Iho oxiraovdiuary forUlity of the Oarlovingiun family in war¬ 
riors and statosinon had hlthorto enabled tlicin to liold tlieir own against all 
gainsayors. But if the now dynasty was to rest on Honietliing iiioi’o eortaiii 
juul durable than tho uinnleiTU}»tod tiuiiHjni.ssion of groat lindily and menial 
])OWoi’S in a singlo family, it was of vital impoj’ianoo to the Ckirlovingians to 
roar their throno xipnn foundations the depth of which was beyond Urn ken 
of vulgar oyes. .Such a foundation cmihl lio notliing else tlian tlie sanoLioii 
of lioavoii, and was to lio songht in (ho Christian rliurcb, in the liat of God’s 
I’oprosontativo on earth, who ooiild sot ajmrt tlio (.larlovingiaiiH as a ohosen 
race, and bestow upon thoin a lioavoiily olaim lo tlio ohodionoo of their 
countrymen. 

Wo have already referred lo tho successful offorls of Boiilfuco and liis 
followers in tho cause of Iloinaii suproniacy. Tlio lioliof in tlio power of 
tlio bishops of Homo, as sucoc.SHors of f>t. Bator, to bind and to loose, Lo set 
up and to scL down, had alroiidy lakoji root iii tho popular mind, and nm- 
dorod tho suuoliou of the popes as ollioacious a logiUmisor as the oloud of 
inysLoiy and fable which enveloped tho origin of tho fallen hlorovingiuns. 

Ho gradually was this ehango of dynasty olfootod, so slcilfidly was ilie 
now throne founded on woU-oonsoUdalcd autborLty, warlike renown, good 
government, and j’oUgioim faiili, that ns far as wo can learn from liislory, not 
a single voioe was raised against the as]nviug mayor, when his warriors, moro 
jnajomm^ j’aiscd him on tho sbiold, and boro him thrioo tlirough tlio jfiyful 
throng; uiul when Bniiifaoo anointodluinwith holy oil, as king of (ho Kriinks 
“by tlio grace of God,” not a single cluunpiou wins found througliout that 
mighty empire, to draw bin aword in tlio cause of the last monarch of tlio 
house of Clovis. 
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Pepin ml long allowod lo enjoy hia new dignity in peace, but waa 
quickly callQd upon to oxclmngo iRo amenities of the royal palace for the 
toils and dangsra of tho battlo-lield. 

Tho Kaxons had already rBOovoi-ed from, and were desirous of ayenmn/? 
tho chastmomont inflioted upon tlioiu; and having rehollcd in their wav^’’ 
[as ProdcgiiriuH^ says] wqvq now inarching upon the Rhine. But Pepin 
wlio had not ooaaod toLo a gonoral when ho hocamo a king, collected a lare-e 
army, with which ho crossed tlie Rhino, and entering the lorritory of the 
Saxons, wasted it witli flro nml awortl, and carried hack a large number of 
captives into his own domiiuoiw. 

It was oil hia roturn from this campaign that ho received the nows of 
Ilia brother (irifo’s death, This reatloss and unhappy prince—whom the in- 
doliblQ notion of lua right to n ihrono rondcrod iucapablo of enjoying the 
noble fortune allotted to him by his brotlicr-^had Rod to Waifar, duke of 
Gaaooiiy, in llio hopo of iiulucing him to lako up arms. But Waifar was 
not in a condition to protect liim; and whou tlie ambaasadora of Pepin 
dojiiandod that ho slionld l)o given np, Grifo wan obliged to seek oiiotlier 
asylum. Tho fugitive then directed his coui'ao to King Aisiulf, foresee¬ 
ing, probably, that Pepin would bo drawn into llio fund between tho pope 
and tho Lomhartls, tho auhjoota of Aisiulf, and thoroforo thinking that he 
might already regard the latter as the oiiomy of his brother. As he was 
passing tho Alps, however, with a small I’otiimc, ho was sot upon, in the 
valley of HI. Joiuido hlaurionno, iiy OoimtTheiulosof Vienne and the Trans- 
jurau Count h'riodvich. Ctrifo was hUuh, Imt not until ahor a desperate 
sti’iigglo, in winch botli the coimts above mentioned also lost their lives. 

Popiu now retired to his royal roaidoneo ill Diotonhovoii (Thionvillo, Villa 
'i’lioiKionifl), on tiio Mosollc, ami spent the fewmontiis of peace that followed 
tho 8axou war in ordering tho nfCairs of tho church, which lio eifccled chiefly 
through tho iustrumeiUality of oisclomuHtical Kynods.*' 

Wo may now proritaldy rovorl brio/ly to tho affairs of the Lombards whom 
we left just at the inoimmt of Liutpraud’s death in 744.“ 


I.OMBAUU Al’PAIltS 

The iullucnoo of CharlcH Martel with his ally tuid friend Liutpraiid, and 
the rcvcroiKio which the latter oiitortaiiied for tho popes in their spiritual 
cliuractcr, Imd caused u loinporary lull in the affairs of Italy. BntLiut- 
])raud died about two yeans after tho ucoessLon of Pepin, and was aucceeded, 
lirst l)y Ilia griiudaoii ITildobrand, wJio reigned seven montlia, and tJien by 
Itatchis, duke of Friuli, iDidor wlioin the Lomhivrda renewed the war against 
Rome. In tliin umurgoncy, Zneharias, who, like many othor popes, trusted 
greatly and with good reicsoii to his ponsonal mfluonco ovoi* tlio rude idnga 
and warriors of the age, went himself to Perugia (Perusia) to beg a peace from 
UatcluH. 'Phe reHult was favourable to a degreo beyond his Inghost expec¬ 
tations. 'J’lio Lojubard luonaroli not only roealled hia troops—^wliioh were 
already boHicgiiig tho towns of llio PentapoUs-'and granted a peace of forty 
years, but was so dec])ly affected by the dignified demeanour and eloquent 
exhortations of the lioly father, that, like another Ciu'loman, ho renounced 
bis earthly crown, and sought a refuge from tho cares of govormnent in the 
quiet cloisters of Monte Caasino,^ 

Tins 19 the story as told in tho fAber Pontificalis^^ but there aro reasons 
for tlunking Unit Katolus lost the favour of own Loinbai'ds by winning tho 
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Hniile oI ilio pope, iiiul Uiat. u revoluLiou uiiHoaiod him and lio was Corlumile 
eiiougli I/O bo imniurod in a coiivonl inHtoad of incofciiig iho probablo fato of 
Ilia pi’edecoaaor, Hildobraud^ -whoso disiippeiiL'auoo is unoxpLaiiiod. It is iv 
strange fact tliiit Ratuius wont to the aumo coiivoiit wlioro tho ex-king Carlo- 
man lived. 

Ratcliia was aucooedod in 719 by his brofclier Aistiilf, a man by no 
means ho aonaiblo to spiidUnil iulluoncos, and roiuarkablo Cor lua ouorgy and 
atrongUi of i)ai‘poso. In three yours from Ids accesHiou to tlio Lombard 
throne, ho sueoeoded in driving out EutyclduH, tho hist oxiivch of tho Greek 
oinporors, from tlio oxiirohato of iiiivonmi, and iniido himself master of 
tho oity. Having thus scourod tho ptwHossioii of tho .soutlioni portion of tho 
lioman iori'itory, lio marolKul upon Itonio itsolf j and ^v]lOll I’opo Zaeharias 
died, March Ibbli, T52, it must havo l)cnu with tho muliuicholy oonviotien 
tliat all his e (Torts to preserYo tho indopoiideiico of Romo, and to further the 
lofty olaiina of tho papacy, worn about to prove fruitloHs. Once more was 
Ilaiinibal at tho gates; but, fortnuutoly for Uio intorost of tlio Lhi'eatuned 
oity, tho HUGOOssor of Zaolmrias, StopUou 11, was a man in ovevy way equal to 
tho situation, Hy a Avell-timod eniljas.sy and eosLly ]n‘ 0 S 0 ntfl, Jio stayed tho 
uplifted arm of tho ijuinbavd Cor tho nromout, and, as ol'iou happens in 
luuuan affairs, by gaining time Jio gained overything. 

After roinaining ijuiot for a low mouths, Aistulf ngiviu rosuniud Ins 
threatening attitude towurd.s tho Romuiis, and denuuulod a palpable j)roof of 
their anbjootlon to himscU, in tho shapo of a poll-tax of a gold solidus per 
head. A fresli ombasHy from tho popo, which tho Lombai’d king reeoivoef at 
Nopi (near Sutri, north of Homo), mot with no .succosr, and the holy abbots 
of yt. Vincout and St. llonodiot, who oomposod it, returned to their luonas- 
tories in des)^)au'. Nor was any groator effect produced by tlm arrival of 
Jounnufl, the uuponal SilontiarmSi who was soul i)y the Uroulr uinporor from 
Oonstantinoijlc. 'I'his pompouH mossoiigor brought luttors for the pope and 
King Aifltulf, in which tho latter was called upon to desist from his pros- 
ont undertaking and to rosUn'o tho wholo of tlio territory of whieli he 
had unjustly robbed the Grecian Empire. 'Flio liigli-Houiiilliig langnago and 
haughty roquiroinonts of tho lly/autinos, unsiipjiortoil as they wore by any 
mutorial power, could maku ao impressiou upon sueh a mim as Aistulf, and 
bo dismissed the iiiiparial envoy witli an imiiiouiuiig iiiiHwer. 

'J'lio danger of Rome had now roacluHl its Iiighosl point, and no dulivor- 
ance soemed nigh. '' King AistulC,” in tho language of the pajnd biitgraj)hur,f 
“wim inllamod with rago, and, like a roaring lion, lujvor oousod to uttur 
tho most dreadful tliroats agaiii.st tho Ilonuui.s, diadaring tliat ho would slay 
thorn all wUIi the sword, if tlioy did not Hulmiit tUeumolYOS to Jti.s rule,” An 
appeal ^Yhieil tho pojio had nuido to Iho liyzaiitino omperors for protection 
was entirely fruitless, and Die Itoniana wore utterly unequal to Hustain un¬ 
aided a eoiiLost with the warlike Luiubard.4. H was in this oxtromity tliat 
SiopliQii doturmiiiod to tost once inoro the valuo of tliat close relation which 
it had been the nbjool of so many ]h)|)om to form with tho bh'iuikish poojdo, 
and more eapocially with tlio (hirlovingiau family. Ho Icnew Llial/ it would 
bo no easy luattor to iiuluco Iving Ropin or his b'rank.s to nndortako an ex¬ 
pedition into Italy with a foreo Hiiirioiont for tho olijeot in view. Ho felt, 
loo, llml a iiioro lettor from Poiiin, aueli as Oharlos Martel had sent to lii.s 
good friend Liuiprand, would bo of no avail to turn tlio ambitious Aistiilf 
from hi.4 piirposo. Ho Ihoroforo adopted tho resolution of crossing tlio Alps, 
throwing hiinaelf at the foot of tlio Frankish inonaroh and tliiis giving him a 
conviuoing proof that Iho very g.xistouce of the papacy was ut stake. 
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THIS VISITS riCPIN 

. 1 entreaties «for the 

fold which liiid boon entruHlod to him (Homo), and the lost slieep ” ristria 
and tliu exaruhate of Kavouim), woro fruitless, started from Rome on the 
Idtli of Ootobor, 7fld, in comj)any with tlio abbot Drootigaiiff and Duke 
Aulcluir, wham Popm had pTevioimlv sent to Siophen with gonoral promisee 
of support. He WHS also followed by a oonsidorablo number of the Roman 
clergy uud iiobihty.^ On iiis jouruuy northwards he passed through the oity 
of 1 avia, wliore AiaUilC thou wan; ami though the hater had forbidden 
liiin to say a word about routoration of 
territory, lie oiico more oudoavourod, 
by rich proaoiits and Garne.st enlroatios, 
to iiiduco Iho king to give up his cou- 
quGStg and forogo Jiin liOBtilo inirposos. 

Ho was warmly socouded by 1‘opiii’a en¬ 
voys, and aiiolhor opisUo from the Greek 
emperor j but tho nuud of the (ierce Lorn* 
liard reiuainQd unoliaugod. It is ovidont, 
nidood, that ho would hnvo provoutcul 
SLophon by foroo from continuing liis 
journoy but for iho throats of llio Frank¬ 
ish iiinbaHsadoi'S. As it was ho omlciiv- 
oiii’od to intiiiiidaio tho popo in tlio prcs- 
onco of Di'ootigang into a doniul of hw 
wish to proceed to tho court of Poj)in 5 
and only tlion dismissed Iiiin when lie 
saw that ytojdion would yield to noth¬ 
ing but tioUial violeuo(5. 

Pc^iiii was still at his palaco at Dio- 
tonholon, wlioii tho iiitolligxmeo roacliod 
him that the ])Opo, with a splendid ro- 
tinuo, had pasHou the Groat St, Bornard, 
and was luistoiihig, according to agree- 
moiil, to tlui mouiistory of Bl. Maurice 
at Agauiuim. It bad boon oxpootocl 
that tho king himaelf would bo there 
to J'oooivG t])o illustrious fngitivo; but 
Sto])lum on bis arrival found in his stead llie abbot Fulrad imd the duke 
Rotliard, who received tho holy fnthor with ovory mark of joy and reverencB, 
and eondnctod liiin to tho jialace of Ponthion, near Chalons, wJioro he arrived 
on tho Gill of January, 76<l. As a still further mark of vonoration, the 
young prince Charles was sent forward to woloome Stophoii at a distance of 
about Hovoiity milos from Pojifchion; ^ and Pepin himself is said to have gone 
out three inilos on foot to meet him, and to have noted as his marshal, walk¬ 
ing by tho side of his palfrey. Tho exlrnordimvi'y lionours paid by Pepin 
to tlio aged Gxilo procooded partly, no doubt, from the revoronce and sym¬ 
pathy which luH charaotor and oircumstaiicos called forth. But his coucluot 
inight also result from a wise regard to his own iutoreats, and a desire of 
inspiring his Hubjocts with a mysterious awo for the spiritual potentate at 
whoso behest ho had himself assumed the crown. 

“ A mooting full of lulcrost,” fts Hodgkin e notos, for tUo fourteeu-yeax-old prluce was the 
fuliu'o Chavloiimyiio.] *> 
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The cleoiBivu coii{ci’ouGtt boWcen Poi^ui iind SUipliuu took pbico ivli Pou- 
thion oil tho IGtli of January. Tlio popo in>poaro(.l bofore Lho I'k-ankisli 
inouai’cU in Ilia ft'arb and poaturo of a Hiippluiu(., and rocoivud a prouuBO o£ 
proteotioii, aiul tiui roaLoralion of till tho LorriLory of wliiuk tho Lombarcla 
deprived him. 

Tile winter, during which no iniliLtiry opemtioiia could bo uiidortakon, wjia 
ppout by Stopheu at tlio monaatury of SI. Donia at I’ui’ia. Tho Hpeotaole of 
ilio liavmony and frlondahip auliaiating Ijcstwooii tho Jlonniu pontiff and King 
Pupiu Avua cnlcnlatod to produce a good offcct on lho Jioinanoo aiilijocta of 
tho lalLor } who, on iictsount of Ids (lormuii origin tind tondou(!i(5w, was ro- 
gai'dod with loaa attaohinout in Nouslriii and llurgaiidy tliiiu in Ida Auatrua- 
ian dominions. 

This offoct was inoroasod by Slcphou’s oolobratiug in poraoii that solenui 
act of conaocrivtion whloii Iio had already juu-forinod by jiroxy. At tlio second 
coronation of l^upin, winch took pluco with groat solemnity and pomp in tho 
church of 8t. Denis on tho ii8tU of duly, 7 r>l, his oucon, ilortiadii, and lier 
two sons, OharlcH and C’nrloiniin, wore al.so aiioiutua with tho holy oil, and 
the two Just wore dcclarod tho rightCiil Iicii’s of their fatliov’s unijiii’o. That 
uotliing might bo wanting on tlio jiart of lho cluiroh to sot apart the (larlo- 
vingtan family us Lho clio.son of (lod, {Stophou laid a Holumn obligation on 
tho Franks, that “tliroughout all futurn agos noithor thoy nor tlioi)’ postor- 
ity should over presumo to apjioiat a king over thoniHolves from any other 
family.” 

'i'ho titlo of I\itrkius Honuoiondih wliitdi had lirsl Ihuju worn liy Clovis, 
wiiH bostowod by tlio pojm upon llm king and Ids houh. It iw diilioul't to 
undorstaud how this dignity could at tins jmrind ho imiuirtod to any ono 
without tho untliority of tho Ily'/unliiin omjmioi*. Constantino (luoknamod 
Ooproiiyjiuis') Jiuiy Indood luivo tukon lho opjiorUnnty ol lho ])opo’s journey 
to offor tho piitriciato to Popin 5 but it is moro ounHistont with tho oirouin- 
sUnco.s wo have dosiu'ibod to supiioso that yiophon was uoLlng irj’ogiiliirly 
and without authority in oonforrin/*' a Roman title on tlio bTankish king5 
and llial ho iiitondod at tho .samo iimo to givo a jialpablo proof of his 
iudopoudeneo of tho miijiorox* wlio liad noglootod to aid 1dm, and to i)oint 
out Popin UH ids futiivu ally un<l proiootor. 

Oil tho l.st of Martdi, TbiVPopiji suiinnoiiod liis council of state at ilorna- 
cum niraine), whore tho war against Urn hdiiiburcls was agvood to, inovldetl 
no oLhor iiioau.s could bo found to roinslato ilm po]H!. in Llio moantimo 
ambassadors woru dospatobod to Ai.stuU, willi IrniiH whiih show that tho 
hhanks wore by no luoaiiH eager for tlio ox]UKlitioii. King Jhipin on Uds 
occasion stylos bimsclf dofondov of the holy Romiiu obuveh by divine 
appoiiitmcJiL,” and demands that tlio torritorioH and towns slionld bo 
restored-—not to iiio Ry/Aintiiio emjioror, to whom they at any rate noini- 
imlly belonged, but “ to tlio blessed St. Peter uml Lho cluirch and (jommon- 
wealtU of the RomauH.” 

It is at lids crisis of aifairs that Carloimin, tho brotliov of Pepin, oneu 
moro apjauu'a ujiou the slugo, and in a. aingiilar ebivvactev, vi/., as opponent 
of tho pope. Aistulf, by wlial indneiico wo iiro not informed, i)revaU(;d upon 
him to luako u journey to tho Frankish court, for tho puvjioso of couutoract- 
ing the effect of Siopheii’s roprcHeutations. Ho met of eoiu'so witli no suc¬ 
cess, and WHS sent by Popin and ytophcu into u uiouustcry at Vienne, whuro 
lie died ill the saiiio year. 

[I OobnoiA- ollioifl iulv(ift.'ilo7ri4 ns tho dale of UopliiV llrfit lUilliui euiiipnlyii, bal AboV 

Poriyj^- uml Ilodykljio uiriuo ujk)ii7CC.] r 
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Aiatulf on liia pari, -was cqiially dotormhied, and war became inevit¬ 
able. lie would niako no i)romi 80 coiicorning tlio conquered terrilory, but 
would grant a Kido conduct to Stephen back to hia own diocese. The late¬ 
ness of tho Boason allowed of uo lengthened uogofciationa. Iiumcdiately after 
the receipt ol AiaiuU’a answer Pepin hegau his march towards Italy, ac¬ 
companied by Stephen; and having fiont forward a detachment to occupy 
the passoH of the Alps, lio followed it with the wl\olo force of the empire. 
Passing Uirongh Lyons and Vienne, ho made his way to Maiirienne, with 
the intention of crossing tlio Alps by the valley of Susa, at the foot of 
Mont (Jonis. This iinportaut pass, howovor, had boon occupied by Ais- 
tuU, who had ])iiehod liis camp there and was prepared to dispute the 
passage. Aocording to the chronielors, ho endeavoured to strongthon his 
position by the siuno warlike machines which he laid “wickedly designed 
for the (IcHtruotion of the Uoman stato and tlio apostolic clmir.” The 
onward march of the Prankn was ofCocUially checked for tlie raomenb. 

1‘epin jiitohed his oump on the river Arc. In a sliorfc time, however, 
a few of his more udventuroiiB soldiers made their way through the moun¬ 
tains into the valley of Susa, wlioro AistuU lay. Their inferior numbers 
emboldened ttio riOmbavda, who immodialcly attacked them. “ TJie Pranks,” 
flays h'redogari\iH,t^ “Hoeing that their own Htrongth and resources could not 
aavc Lhou\, invoked the aid of (tod and the holy apostle Peter •, wherenpou the 
ongagoinoni began, and both sides fought bravely. Rut when King Ais- 
tulf boliold the lo.ss wliloh his men wore suffering, he betook liimsolf to 
flight, after having lost nearly the whole of his army, with tho dukes, 
oouiilH, and chief men of tho Lombards.” Tho main body of Pepin’s army 
thou passod the Alps without rosistanoo, and spread tliemselvcs over tho 
plains of Italy as fur as Pavia, in whicli tho Lombard king liacl taken 
rofiigo. 

'J'luj torriblo ravages of tho invaders, who plundered and burned all 
tho towns and villagcm wliich lay along their routo, and tlio imminent 
danger which threatoiicd liimsolf and his royal oity subdued for tho moment 
tho .stubborn spirit of Aiatulf, and ho oavnoatly besought the Frankish 
jjrolatoH and noohjs to intoroedo for him with llioir “inorclful ” sovereign. 
Ho pvoniisod to restore Uavoiina and all the other towns wliich ho had taken 
“ from the holy sco,” to keop faithfully to hie allegiance to Pepin, and never 
again to inlliet any injury on the apostolic chair or Die Roman stato. Tho 
pope himself, wlio luul no desire to see the Franks too powerful in Italy, 
eavuesUy Imggod his mighty protector “ to shod no more Christian, blood, 
but to put an end to tho strife by poacoful means.” Pepin was by no means 
sorry to bo spoi'ed tho siege of I’avin, and Imving received forty liostages 
and caused AistulC to ratify his promises by tho most soloinii oaths, lie 
sent the pope with a .splendid retinuo to Romo, and led his army home- 
U'lU'd.s iadon witii booty. 


sEtJOND WAii wrrir this lomdards 

But Aifltulf was not tho man to sit down {luiclly under a defeat, or 
to forego a long-cliorishod purpoRO. In tlio following year ho renewed the 
attack upon tho Roman territory Avith a fury heightened by tlie desire of 
vengeance, lloiuo itself was besieged, and yie ehuroli of St. Peter on the 
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Vatican saovilcgiouHly defiled, l^opo Stoplien 11,w Xroin whoso life and lot- 
tors wo gain our Icnowlodge of Uieao circuniskiiices, ropcatodly wroto to 
Pepin und his sons for iiid, in the moat urgent iiiul at times indignant terms. 
In one of his opistloa, St. Peter Ininsolf is made to address thorn ns “liis 
adopted sons,” and to ohido the dolay and indecision of tim hing. After 
assuring them that not he (the apostle) only, but the “ mother of God, tlie 
ever-Virgin Mary,” und “thrones and dominions, and tlm whole army of 
lioavon, and the martyrs and confessors of Christ, and nil who are pleas¬ 
ing to Gad,” oarnostly sought and conjured thorn to siivo tho lioly hoc, 
the apostle promiaos, in onso of their complianco, tliat ho will proparo 
for thorn “tho higliosb and most glorious tuboniaclos ” and bestow on Llioin 
“ the Towards of eternal rGGompon.so and tho iurnulo joys of pnriidiso.” “ lUit 
if,” lie adds, “which wo do not expect, you should mnlco any delay, Icnow 
that, for your iiogloct of my exhortation, you are aliemitod from the king¬ 
dom of God and from otoriml life.” When sj)oaking in lus own person 
Slopheii says, “Know that tho apostlo Polor holds firmly in Ins Iwind tho 
deed of gift whioh was granted by your liands.” Nor tloos lio nogloot to 
roiuind the Prankish princes of their obligation to tlie papacy and the roturn 
that they ^yor() expected to make. “ Therefore,” ho says, “ has tho Lord, 
at the intorcossion of tho apostlo Polor and by moans of our lowliness, con- 
Bocrated you as kings, Lliat througli you tho holy church miglit bo oxnltod 
and tho priuoo of tho apostles regain his lawful puHsossions.” 

Tho boundless promLsos and awful denunciations of tlie pojio might Imvo 
boon alike unavailing, bad not otlior iviul strongor motives inclined tlio king 
to make a soooiul expedition into Italy. 'I'lio intoresis of Ids dymisLy wore 
so oloBoly oonnooted with Uioso of tiio Uomau cluireh, tliat lie could not 
doaoi't the pope in this iuuiuuout peril without weakening the foundations of 
his throne ; and his honour as a warrior and a king soomed to recpiiro that 
tho Lombards should bo punished for their broach of faitb. The inlluonoo 
of lionifaee, too (who was still alive, though lie diod before the end of tlie 
eawi)ft\gn), no don\)i oxortod in \>olnvlC tho pa\nvoy w\v\ch ho had 
(lono so much to raise. Pepin dotermineil to savo the pope, hut he did so at 
tho imminent risk of eunsing a revolt among his own vasHals, who openly and 
loudly expressed thoir disapproval of the war. “'I’his •war” (against tho 
Lombards), says iCinhai‘d,^a « was undortakon willi the greatest diflicuUy, for 
some of tho ohiof nioii of the b’eauks with whom lie (Pepin) was accustomed 
to take counsel were so strongly opposed to his wishes that tliey openly 
declared that they ^yould desert the king and return lioino." 

Pepin found moans to pacify or ovorawo those tnrbulont dissoutlonts, and 
porsisLod in his doLerinination again to savo tho liead of tho cliuroh from 
Ms tuimnies. 

In this Hocond Italian expedition Pepin was aeoomiianied by his nophcNV 
Tassilo, who, in obodionco to tho war-ban of liis liege lord, joined him with 
the Ikivariau troops. T\\q Eranldsh umiy marched Ihvcugh ClvidouH and 
(ronova to the same valley of Maurionno and to tlio pusses of Mont Cenifl, 
which, as in the forinor year, wore oocnpiod by tlio troops of Aistulf. 'I'lie 
Franks, howovor, in spile of all resistance, luudo thoir way into Italy, and 
look a fearful vongeanco for tho broken treaty, destroying and burning 
everything within their reaoh, and giving no guarter to their perfidious one* 
mios. They thou closely invostod Pavia; and Aistulf, convinced of his 
utter inability to cope with Pepin, again omjdoycd tlio willing services of 
tlio Frankish seignours to negotiate a peace. Popiii on his side acc.eptod tho 
OYortures made to him with e^ngular facility, but obliged Aistulf to give 
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fi'esh ho9ttigoa,_to rtiiiew his oaths, atid, wlmt was more to the purpose, to 
deliver up a third of the royal ti'oofluro in the city of PaviaA Aistulf also 
agreed to renew an annual tribute, which is said to have boon paid for a long 
time previously to the I'rankish monarchs. 

And thus a aoooiid time was the papacy delivered from a danger which 
wont nigh to nip its budding greatness, and rodneo it to the rank of a 
Lombard bishopric. 

Aistulf died while luinting in a forest (probably in December, 766) before 
he had had time to forgot the rough lessons lie had reoeived and to recover 
from Ins losses in blood and troafliiro. 

A danger from another quarter, which threatened the development of 
the papal power, was also warded off by the power and steadfastness 
of Pepin. Wlmn the exarchate of Uavonna was overrun by the Lombards, 
it was taken, not from the pope, but from Iho Greek emperor; and oven the 
towns and torritorioa Avhioli wore virtually under the sway of the papal 
clmir, wore, nominally at least, portions of the Eastern Koman Empire. 
As ytophen had never formally ruiiouiiecd liia allugianoo to tlie emperor, 
lie could receive even the lloinau duchy only as a representative of his 
sovereign, and to the other romain.s of tlio Koman Empire in Italy he had 
no claim wluitovor. 'I’lie Lombards had dispos-sessod iho Greeks, and the 
Franks had expelled the J Lombards. It was therefore open to the con¬ 
queror to bestow his new acquisition whore he pleased} but, at all events, 
the claim of tlio Greek cniporor was stronger than that of his vassal the 
liishop of Homo. Wo cannot wonder, tJion, wlion wo read that ambassa¬ 
dors from Constantinoplo camo to meet Pepin in the neighbourhood of Pavia, 
and bogged him to rostoro Kavonnn and the other towns of the exarohato to 
the Roman omporov. lK\t they did not tinccccd,” says the ohroulclcis/ “ in 
moving the ateiidfast heart of tlio king ; on the contrary, ho declared that 
ho would by no luoiuiH allow those (owns to bo alienated from the rule of 
iho Homan chair, and that nothing should turn him from his rosoUUion.” 
Accordingly, ho despatched the abbot Fulrad, witli the plojiipotontiary of 
King Aistulf, to reoeivo possession of llio towns and strong places wliioh 
tlio Lombard had agrood to resign. The abbot \vn.s further instructed to 
take with him a deputation of tlio most roapootablo inliabitants from these 
towns, and in tlioir company to carry the keys of tlioir gates lo Home, and 
lay thorn in yt. Peter’s grave, together with a regular deed of gift to the 
pope and his snecossors. 

Tlio indopondonco of the holy see, as far as lognrdod the Greek Empire, 
was thus secured, and a solid foundation laid for thctomporal power of tlio 
popes, who may now he said to have taken their place for the flret time 
among the sovereigns (;f ISuropo. [The growth of this power will be more 
fully troivLod in volume under the Pnpaoy.J 


DKSiniSimiB MAI>13 LOMBAHn ICING 

The rising fortunes of the Homan pontiffs were still furthei* favoured by 
a disputed suoeossioii to the Lombard throne. On the death of Aistulf, liia 
brother IlatcbiR, who had formerly olianged a crown for a cowl, was desirous 
of roUirning lo his previous dignity, and appears to have been the popular 
candidate. Dosidorius, duke of Tuscia (Tuscany), constable of Aistulf, 


L‘ 'DiIh HliUomoiit in llio Annnles Mcttenaea^ albno Is aomewlinl doubtful.] 
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obLainoR tho aupiioi't of tlio popo. In ordor lo socuro iluH viiluablu alliuuco, 
ho had pYomiaod “ to comply with nil ilio holy fatlior’a wishea,” lo dclwor up 
otlicr towns in Italy boaidos those montioiicd in Pepin’s deed of gift, ami 
to make him many otlior rich i)resonts. “ Upon this," says tho ehroniciov.j 
“ tho aioli-ahopliord tool: counsel with tho vouorablo abbot I'kilrad, and sent 
his brothers, Diaoonna Haiillis and Priinicornis Ohristophor, in company 
with Abbot J^hilrnd, to Doaidorius, in Tusoin (Tuscany), who iimnodlatoly 
confirmed his former promises with a deed and a most fearful oath.” 

After tins prudent procaiition, it was agreed at Romo that the eauao of 
Dosideriiis should bo flupported, evonhy force of arms if necessary, against 
Ratohis. “Hiit Aliniglity God ordered matters in suoli a niannor that Dosi- 
dcrins, with the aid of tlio popo, ascended tho throne without any further 
contest.” 'riio ju’omised towns, Favoutia(Faenza), with the fortresses Tibo- 
riaeuni, Cavollum, and the whole duchy of Ferrara, were claimed, and, accord¬ 
ing to some accounts, roooivod, by tlio paj>al envoys ; tliougli the next pope 
complains that Dosiilorius had not kept Ills promises, ytophen H ended his 
eventful life on the ^‘Ith of April, 757 A.i>. 


I’KPIN AUl) THIS AguiTAKlAN.S 

With tho exception of an unimnoriaut expedition against tho Saxons, hi 
whioli Pepin gained a victory on the river hippo, and again at SLthioii, near 
Diilmen on the Stover (in Wo.sti)haliaJ, notlung of importance, in a military 
point of view, appears lo Iiavo noon undertaken bofore 700; wlion, auooi’d- 
ing to some authors, Narbonno was taken from tho Saracens, who wore new 
driven from all tlioir posHOssioiia on tho Gallio sido of tlio PyroneoH. 

In 760, began a long Horion of annual expeditions against Aipiitaino, a 
country which had assorlod a degree of indopondonco liignly offensive to the 
hh’anks. Tho Acjuitauiau princes, too, arc supposed to have been peculiarly 
odious to Papin, as offshoots from tho Mouovingiau stook. WaiCar, tho reign- 
ing duke, the sou of that Ilunold wlio had retired from the world in disgust 
after his defeat by tho Franks, inlioriled tho rostlcHS and haughty spirit of 
his father, and was ready to renew the contest which Ilunold had abandoned 
in despair, Tho ambitious dosirea of Pepin, quickened by a personal dis¬ 
like of Waifar, wore secondod by a strong mutual antipatby existing botwoou 
his own subjects and tho AquitaniaiiH. Gorman blood did not enter largely 
into tho composition of tlio population of Aquitaine, and that small portion 
whioh did flow in their veins was supplied by the Ostrogotlis, a Gorman 
tribe, indeed, bub one wliicli di/Toj’ed very widely from their Frankish Icins- 
mon. Tho Acpiitanians appear nfc this time to liave possessed a degree of eivil- 
isation unknown to tlio Franks, whom they regarded as somi-barbariana; 
while tho Franks, in turn, despised the dolieaoy and refinemout of their 
weaker neighbours. Their mutual dislikes and jealousies wore kept alive 
by a perpetual border warfai’o, which was oivrried on (as formerly between 
England and Ivor neighbours on tho north and west) by powerful imlivicluals 
ill either country, without regard to the relations existing between their 
rospcctivo rulers. It was from these eausos tlial Pepin came to look upon 
tho Aquitaniaus and their duke in the Humo light ns tho Welsh were regarded 
by Edward 1. Tho affooled iudopoiuleiioo of Waifur, and the ooiitinnul 
inroads made by the Aquitanians into hia dominions, exasperated liis feel¬ 
ings in the highest degree; and lie ovidontly sought tho quarrel wliioh occu¬ 
pied him for tuo romtiinclw of ISs life. 
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Ill 7ti0, Popiu aeiiL an ombasay to Wiiifai-, wUh denmncU wliioh betrayed 
Ids boatilo iiitontions against tluit iiiifortunato prince. On tJiis occasion, 
loo, tlio FruiikiHh nioiiaroh caino forward as a protector of tlio church. Ho 
demanded of Wiiifar that ho .should give up all the ecclesiastical property 
ill Ilia domiiiiona whicli liad boon in any way alienated from the chiiroh j 
restore the imniuniiica which the lands of the clergy had formerly enjoyed ; 
and cease for the fuUiro from Bonding into them his ofdcers and tax- 
gatlierevH. Eurlhornioro, ho demanded that VVaifar slioiild pay a wergild 
“ for all the (lotha whom lie hud lately put to death 
contraiy to law j ” and, lastly, that ho should dolivcr 
up all fugilivea from the dominions of Pepin who 
had aou^lit rofngo in Aquitaine. 

Waiiar had tlma tlio option given liiiii of sub- 
niiiting to become a more lieutenant of Pepin, or 
oC luudng tlio whole force of tho Frankish Empire 
oinployod for hia deatruction. He choBO tlie latter 
alLornativo, as every liigh-spiritod prince must have 
done under the oireunistancoa \ and tho war began 
at onoo. *‘A]1 this,” saysFrccle^nrins,^ “■\VajJ*arrc- 
Eusod to do; and thoro'foro Popm collcotod an army 
from all quartora, although unwillingly, and, as 
it were, under compnlaion.” Tlio Franlcish army 
inarohod through Troyes and Auxorro, and, crosa- 
ing tho Loire at tho villago of Musua, and piigsiug 
tlirough Hori’i and Auvorgno, dovustatocl tho groalor 
part of Aquitaino with firo and sword. 

In tho following yoar Waifav, who had formed 
an alliauco witli Iluuibort, count of Hourgon, and 
lilaiidin, count of Auvorgno, conaidorod liinisolf 
airong onough to vonturo upon an inroad into the 
hh'aukiah torritory; and, in company with thoao 
allioH, ho led his army, pluudoriiig and burning, 
as far ns OluiloiiH on tho SaGno. Popin’a rage ut 
hoaving that the Aquitaniaus lind darod to lake 
tho iniiiiitivo, and liad ravaged a largo portion of 
Noiistvia, and cvnn hiirjiod liis own jialaco at Moloiaonm, was furllior increased 
hy tho knowledge that somo of his own counlB wore aiding tho invaders. 
Hastily collGoting lii.4 tronpa, lio took a torriblo rovongo, and showed tho 
iinii.sual oxasporation of Ins fcolingH by putting his prisoners to dcuth, and 
allowing a groat numbor of inon, women, and children to perish in tlio flames 
of tho coiiquored towns. 

Tho oampaign of 7GB is remarkable for tho midden defection of Taasilo, 
duko of iJavaria and nophow of Popin, who, during tlio march towards Aqui¬ 
taine, suddenly witlidrow with his troops under prctonco of illness, with the 
linn rosolvo “iiovor to soo hia undo’s fnco again.” Wlion about twenty-one 
yoai'H of age, Tassilo had boon oompollcd to swear fealty to I’opin at the Cam- 
puH Maius lield at Conipiogno in 767. Siuco that period lie had been kept 
continually near his uncle’s person, as if tho latter was not satisfied \Yith the 
Hiiicorily of his subsorvionoo. Tbo dofoction of Tassilo, at a time wlien the 
Frankish power was ongagocl in this desperate and bitter contest with the 
Aquitaniang, caused groat anxiety to Popiii. 

Waifar and his people wore by 766 utterly exhausted by their exertions 
and calannties, nnd, being without the moaHS of continuing the war, lay at 
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the mercy of ihe oonqiierom. That unliap^jy ijriiico lihimolf, doMorlod by tlm 
groat muss of tlio (Taacone, and luuitod from hiding-pltico to liidiiig-idaco liko 
a wild boast, mot with tlio common fate of unfortnnaio monarchy 5 ho was 
bobrayod and murdered by hia own followora in tho forost of Edobold in Pori- 
gord. The indopondoiioQ of Aqnilniiio foil with liiin, and tho country wivs 
aiibaoqiiontly govornod by Franklwh counts llko tho rest of Pepin’s empire. 

The victor returned in triumph to his queen Ilortrada (who was await¬ 
ing liini at Sainiea), rejoicing, doiihtle.ss, in having at last attained the 
object of 80 mtiuy toilsome years. Ilis iinphicahle and liatcd foe was uo 
more; ilio stiff-necked Aqnilaiiians -wero at Jiis feel; Jus southern border 
was aoouro ; and tho whole empire was in an iinwonlcd state of peace, lie 
had every rcaaoii to look forward with conOdouco to an interval at least of 
quiet, which ho miglifc spend in domoatie pleasures and in the regulation of 
tlio intermil affairs of the vast ompiro over which ho ruled. 

Hut whore ho had looked for repose and safety an enemy awaited him 
more terrible than any whom ho had oneountorod in the iiolcl. A short tiuio 
after lie arrived at Saintes, ho was atUveked by a disciiHO wbir.b is variously 
doBoribod us f(5vox and dropsy. (Jonviucetl that hU case bijyond all lui- 
nmn aid, lio sot out with his wife and chihlreii to Tours, and, ontcring the 
oluiroh of St. Martin, oarnostly prayed for tho iniorccHsion of tluib patron 
saint of tlio Frankish kings. From thoivco lio pro(}ee(led to Paris, and panstal 
some time in the monastery of St. Doiuh, involting tho aid of God through 
his olioaou 801 ’vuuts. Hut whoii ho saw tlmt it was the will of lioavuu that 
lu? HhouUl die, ho provided for the future welfare of his subjects ; sunmion- 
ing the dukos and counts, tho hisliops and clergy of his I'h’aJilcisli doininioUH, 
lie divided tho whole empire, with thoir conourvoiice, betwoeu bis two sons, 
(liiarlofl and Carloman. lie died a few days ufUir tlio settlemont of the discus¬ 
sion, on the 24tli of Soptomher, 708, in the twonty-lirst year of his prospor- 
oufl reign, and was buried by his sons, with groat pomp, in tho church of St, 
Donia, at Paris. 

I’cpiji iwis dowcj'ihfld hy Alenin, hi tho following g’cnoj’aiion, jjs an “ onoj‘- 
gotio aiicHionoui'ublo ” priiioo, “diHtiiigui.shod alike by Jiis vietories and his 
virtues ” *, and nUliougli hucIi opillietH wore used, more o-spooially in tlmt ago, 
without fluniciont discrimination, thovo is every reason in the jiresont case 
to adopt thorn in thoir full Hignilicanoo. In the iiold, indond, ho had fewer 
difllculbioB to deal with tluiu hm warlike father. In all his inilitavy under¬ 
takings the odds wore greatly in his favour; and ho liad not tlie sinno oppor¬ 
tunities ns Chaiios Martel of Nhowing what he could offeet by the more loveo 
of superior gonius. Yet, whal.ovor 1 10 was called iijion to do, lio did with 
energy and succcsh. Ho quickly brouglit tho revolted (Torinan nations, Hus 
HavariaiiH find Swabians, to tlio uhedieneo to which tho liaiuiiioring of his 
predecessor had reduced thorn; and ho drove hack tho rostlosH iSaxons to 
thoir wild rotroabs. Twice ho led an iirniy across tho Alps against ii brave 
and active onciny, and twice roLurned victoriouH, after saving the distant city 
of llonio from imminent destruction and securing the inde))cn(leiico of the jiopiu 

Aa a civil ruler ho showed liimself tomporato iiiid wise. 'J'hough grmitly 
supovior in ovovy respect to bis brolhov, bo look no unfair advantage of him, 
])ut lived and acted with him in uiiinlmTuplcd liarmony. 'I'hough his iiinbi- 
tion induced him to assume the name of king, ho diil so without haslo or 
rashnoHs, at a time and undor circumatanoes in whieli tho change of dynasty 
was likely to cauHo tlio least amount of ill-fooling or disUirbaiico. 

Ill Ilia rolationa to tho oluiroh lio dieplayod both rovoronco and solf'-rospcet, 
From oonviobion as well as poliry, he waa a ataunoh supportor of Chriatianity 
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and tlio Roman cluircli: but ho -wiia no weak famiLic; lio cherished and 
adviinocd llio oloryyi avuilod himsoli of their superior iGarniiig' in the 
conduct of Ilia aifairai but ho was by no moans inolined to give way to 
iininodorato proionsiona on their part, ilo always remained their master, 
thoii^li a kind and oonHidoiuto one ; nor did lie scruple to mako use of their 
overflowing oofCors for iho gcuoral purposes of the state. 

Of Ilia private life wo know scarcely anything at all; but wo have no 
reason to suppoao Lliat it was inconsistont with that reaped for religion, Uiat 
love of order, justice, and modoratioii which ho generally manifested in his 
public nets. In liis last campaigns against Waifar and ilic Aqiiitivnians alone 
docs Iio scorn to Iiuvo been betrayed into a cruel and vindiotivo line of con¬ 
duct 5 /ukI from lliem, a.s wo have soon, ho received tlio grontesb provocation. 

With Hiicli Ingli qualities, important tmnsnetionH, and glorious deeds 
oenuGOiod willi Ids name, wo ini/ifht wondor that ilio fame of Pepin is not 
greater, did wo not know the diminishing force of unfavourable contrast. 
1 Jnfortiinafcoly, for las ronown at least, ho had a Xatlier and a son still greater 
than himself. Such a man would havo risen like an alp from the level plain 
of ordinary kings : as it i.H, Ito forma but a link in a long chain of eminences, 
of wiiiohlio is not tlio highest; and thus it has oomo to pass tiiat the tomb of 
one who rulod a mighty ouipiro for twonty-live years with invarinblo success, 
who founded a now dynasty of kings, and ostablishcd tho popes on thoir 
earthly Ihrono, is inscribed witli tho name of Jus still more glorious succos- 
bor s and all his high qualities and glorious deeds appear to be forgotten in 
tho fact tiuit ho was 
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[Tlio oliicf flomon of onr Informnllon conconiliiK tlio porBounlll-y of (liarlrs fbo Oroat, 1 h iho 
blocmpliy by ISgliiluvnl or Kliiliftv«l, \y1u> \vn« hiUnmloly nwoclutcd with tlio king suul liiu fiiinily, 
mu! wna hlglily oatcoitiod mul iriiHlod. 80011 Aflm* Uio doalh of liU niiiHlot* lio wi’oto tlio aloiy of 
Ilia lifo. Tlio unlquoiicHS of tho docuiiioiit, f(a clinriu of diction, and lln iiuiiiiacy iiialco It liivnlu- 
able, ■whllo Uh lii'ovlty ponnita uh U> Irniwlato It from the J^allu and prcHLMit It luiro entiro. ^'lio 
rcRcloi' must bo cauCloiiod Hint, na a documoiil of hlntory, DiIh nccoiuit In not alwnya acournto in 
dolftlle, Tlio following dlsoroimndcH might bo noUwl: (inrloinnii rnlgncd over thioo yoni'H iiiatcad 
of two; tho ompiro ivna not dlvUlod In tho way stiUod bolwnen tho two brothoiH; Indcolalvo bot- 
tlcH llko tlio ongagonifliit on tlio Don-o nio glvou na (IcoIhIvo; mul tho nninrn of popoH ni'o ooii- 
foiuidod In plaocn nianlco). Hut in apUo of Uioho mlaiivkos tho gonoriil plctuio of Chavlow by 
I'liiiliard atniidy llfollko nud doubllcys acoutato In the main.] 

Havino iiiaclo iii> niy mind to hoI down in writing llio lifo, tlio public 
onrOQi', nucl ill hoiuo aorl tho grnat oxploitH of my cloar lord and hunufiiotor 
Oliarloa, a Icing jno-oiniuont and of moat juat and gluriona famo, 1 Iiiivo 
onooinpnsHod ilio inattor with all tho brovity at my oonimaiul. I luivo takon 
oai'o that of all that might coiuo to luy notice notliing hIiouUI bo oinitLotl, 
also that I niigliL not olVoiul tlio moat dolioalo mimlH by mirraling ul ton 
groat a loiigtli oach new particular; if iiidood it may in anjMvay bo oon- 
trivod tliaU a now and recent (waay hIiouM not ofrond tlioHO who anilf oven 
at anoiont chronicles oompilcil by authoi’H tlio most loarnud and tho most 
lucid. Mon there iiro, I clouiit not, in groat munliorH, Horvants of case and 
disciples of letters, who aro oC opinion that tho stato of tlio prosout ago 
slionld nob bo hold of snoh trifling account that ovovytliing wlucli is now 
happening should bo condemned entirely to silence and oblivion as if 
unworthy of commoinovatioii, Sncli men wrapt in tho love of immortality 
had rather insert the shining deeds of otliens 111 any sort of writing, tluin rob 
posterity of the fume of tlmir own name by writing nothing. Yet liavo I 
not thought well to refrain from writing of this calogory, sinoo I was aware 
that no one could sot down nioro voraciou.sly than mysoU the things in which 
I inysolf took iiavt, luicl wliieli 1 know to bo true with tho knowledge of an 
eyc-witnosa aa thoy call it, nor could I cloarly know wliether or no tlicy 
would bo rooordod by anollior, Tlioroforo T jiulgcd it bottoi' In imiiamit in 
eoiiinioii to poatovity records tlio same as otlior writtoii works, rather than 
suffer the moat glorious life of in, king pro-ominont and tho groatost of liis 
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ago to jjeiiHh in tlio ahaclos of oblivion togethoi' with victories most sploiidici 
and bard to bo rcpoatod by men of modern Uinos. 

Anollior (sourao (no light one, I fancy), auffioient in itself to urge mo to 
thia composition, lurked in my mind. This was the tender care lavished 
upon mo, and my nniiiLomiplcd friojidsliip witJi liimself and his cliildroii 
after 1 began to pass my life in his palace; for by this ho bound me to him 
with the oloaoHt ties, and made mo a debtor to him alive or dead. So that 
I iniglit justly ai)p()ar and bo judged to bo ungrateful if, unmindful of nil tho 
bonQlits licapcd upon mo, I wore to x>aaa over in silence the clear and brilliant 
deeds of one who desorvod so well of me, if I wore to suffer his life as though 
ho had noYor lived to remain without tho written imaiao that is its due, the 
writing and unfolding whereof needs not my poor little wit, which is thin 
and slender — nay, which is all but the merest nothing—hut rather the olo- 
(picnoo of a ^Ihilly to tlio last drop. J-Ioro, reader, you liave tho book con¬ 
taining a momorinl of tho most oinment and the greatest man, wherein you 
alinll see nothing but tho deeds wrought by this man to marvel at, unless it 
were that 1, a Xoroigner ^ very little versed in tho Latin speech, should think 
myself able to write })roperly and neatly iu Ijatin, and ehould have fallen 
lioiulloiig into auoli iinmodonty as to imagine that saying of Cicero may bo 
despised wlioroin, talking of iiiitiu writers in tlio second book of the Tusou- 
lan8, lie is reported to have said: “ I'or one to commit his mccUtatioiiB to 
writing who eau noithor place tliom orderly or illustrate thorn clearly, nor 
ojitioo tlio ruador l)y any doliglitfiil device, is llio oflico of a man wlio rook- 
loHsly abuHoth both his froo time and the profession of lettors.” 

Tills opinion of the iioblo orator had availed to deter me from iny work, 
had I not a prujudico in iny mind in favour of rather suffoi’ing tho judgment 
of ui’itics and making vonluro of my own small wit in writing, than sparing 
inysolf and passing over the memory of so great a man. 

Tho fainil)' of tho Merovingians from which the Franks liad boon wont 
to oliooso iJioir king i.s said to have ended with tho king Cliildoric, wlio was 
dethroned by tlio command of Stophon tho Uoman pontiff j his bail' was cut 
off ajul ])0 was Llirnst into n monastery. With him the line may seem lo 
liavo closed, yoL for a long while it Imd lacked all vigour nor had any mem¬ 
ber shown distinction in himself outside tho empty title of king; lor the 
wealth and power of tho kingdom had passed into tlio control of the prefects 
of tho palace who wore known os “mayors of the household,” and to whom 
belonged tho supreme initiative} nor was anything loft to the king but to 
enjoy the royal title, tlio long hair, the drooping beard, to sit back m a chair 
of state and siinnlato the air of a supremo rulor, give audience to the ambas- 
sador.s bailing from all parts of tho earth and on thoir doiiarburo to retail to 
them ns if frinn ilie depths of his own majesty tho aiiswora whioh ho had been 
tiiuglii or told to make. 

8o that, except for tho ueolcss naino of king and an uiioortain subsidy for 
living wliieh the profoot of tho jialaco would dole out to him as the mood 
took him, ho posses.sod no morsel to call his own unless it wore one farm and 
tlnit of Gxti'oinely sloiulor profit. Horo ho would keep his house and servants 
to ministor lo him the necessaries of life and to display the respectful defer¬ 
ence of a thin innltitudo of rotainors. 

■Wherever ho had Lo go, ho tmvollod in a wagon drawn by a yoke of oxen 
and with an oxherd for a ohariotoor in true country fashion. In this way 
ho would rido to his i>alnoe, to tho public assembly of his people which mot 

f 1 llo is bollovcd to liavo toon torn on tlio Main In inodorn Hesao-Darinstndt. Ab to Ills 
apology for hla poor Ladulty, It may to said that ho \Ta^romarkably versed for liis Uuio in Latin.] 
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cvoiy yoau lo furtliov llio ftclvanUipfes of Llio king’dom, in lliis way ho would 
ride home agniii. 'L'ho iidnunifttralioii of the kingdom and nil domesiio and 
foroign biisinoas woro oonduofcod hyilio mayor of tho palaoo, 

I’his was Urn oPlioo fiUod l)y Fopin, Iho fathcv cvC King Charles, at the 
tiino of Childorio’H doposiLiou. It had already in somo fiort boeomo heredi¬ 
tary. For ropiii’.s father CJmrloa had alao held it with disUnctiou and it had 
come down to him from Ida father Poiiiii. 'L'his Charlos liad put down 
tbronghont all Franldand tlmo lymnla who claimed Cor Lhomsolvea an inde- 
pendont eovorcigJity ; also lie luul beaten the Saracens who aimed at the 
oocupation of Oanl, in two niiglity battles, oiio in Aciuitiiiiia not far from the 
city of Poitiers, the other Jioar Narbonno l\ard by the river iUvra — a sore 
defeat HO that ho oompollcd thorn to roluvn into Spain. 'Thus the olVice of 
mayor was au lioiunir wont to bo bestowed by the people on none but those 
eminent in tlio nobility of tlicir birth and in tlio magnitude of their wealth. 

When Pepin, tho father of King CharloH, liad held for somo yciir.s this 
ofTice winch had conic down to him and his hrothor Carloinan from sire to 
grandsivo, the two liaving reignod jointly in most xiorfocL harmony, Carloinan, 
I know not why, yet most likoly l)e(5auHO ho was firod with a jiassion for a life 
of coutomplatioii', left tlio hiliorious adininiHlrallon of a tcnniioral Icingdom 
and withdrew hiinsoU lo ibo xioaeo of Romo, whoro ho ehangod hie hubil, 
bociuno a monk, hnilt a inoimslory on Mount Koraoto tonohing tlio chiiroh of 
St. Silvofllor, and in ooinjiany with llio brothors who had aobompaniod him 
thillier droiv u long and joyous draught of tlio ronoso that ho liad oovotod 
for somo years. Put as nmiiy oumpanioH of Vranicish nohhmion wore wont 
to mako xiilgrimugc to Romo lo fuKU tlioir vows and would not loiivo unvis- 
itod olio who was thoir Connor sovoroign, they broke into that rotiromout 
whieli wna his oliiof delight by thoir froquont Hiiluiaiioii and oompeUod him 
to ohaiipjo liis doinioilo. For when ho saw that company of this sort stood 
in ilio light of Ins fixod iiiLont, ho loft tho mountain, witlidrow to Ihu province 
of Samnuun lo tlio lioly llonodicLino monastory on Moniit (hiHsino, and Iheve 
oomxdotod all ilmt ronminod of his worldly Ufo in roligions oxoroises. 

Put Popin from being tho mayor of tho xiuluoo was madn king through 
the sanction of the llonifui iioutilT and govonuxl tlio I'k-aiilcs alono for iifteou 
yoavH or more. IMon woro nearing tho oloso of tho Aquituniun War which 
ho had boguii and contimiod to wago against Waifar, tho dulco of Aquituino, 
through luno long years, whon ho died of a dro))ey at Paris, leaving two sons, 
Charles and (Jarlnmaii, wlio by tho will of (tod Hucooodod to ilio kingdom. 
Tho Franks Holonnily eonvoiiod a gonoral assoinbly and apjiointcd tliom both 
kings witli this proliminary ooiulition, that tlioy slionld dividn equally tho 
whole realm and Charles was lo take over for govornmont that part which 
had lielonged to thoir father Popin, and Carloinan that part which had boon 
pi'osidad over by tlniir unulo Carloman. T'lio tonus wore aoooptud on both 
sidos, and a ijortioii of tho divided kingdom wan rocoived by each in the 
moasiu'o that wa.s his duo. So this nyslem was poaeoably jii’osorvod, although 
with griivo ditliculty, for many of tho adhoronts of Carloinan strove liard to 
break up tlio bond of union, so much ho tlmt tlioro wore oortain pooido who.so 
design was to plunge tlio brothoi’H in war. Put tho issiio of ovmits boro 
witness that thoro was more inifilrusi Uuui voiiUddo danger in tho luaUor, 
for when Carloinan died lii.s wife and chUdron together with some of tho 
lirst nobility showed oontouq)! for tho brother of lior husband without any 
eaiiso at all and Hod to Italy to place hor«oU and her ohildvon under the 
Xn-oboclion of Dosiderius, king of the LombavdH. T'ho kingdom hud boon 
uiidor joint admiuistraiion two yoara, whon Carloman auoouiubcd to 
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diboaac. On Iho doalli of his brother, Charles was made hijig with Die con¬ 
sent of all Uio Franks (7V1). 

I have cloterminod to pass by the birth, iufanoy, and oven boyhood* of 
Charles, for nothing has over been sot down in writing about them nor is 
anyone known to survive who can alTirm that ho has knowloclge of tliom. 
So I thought it foolisii to write of thom, and turned to unfold and display 
. the exploits and charactor and the rent of tlio life of that illustrious man, 
oinitting the part tliat is unknown. So that my laic is drat of his achieve¬ 
ments at home and abroad, thou of hia habits aiid tastes, of the administra¬ 
tion of Jiis kingdom, and finally of his death, nor will I omit anything that 
is either worthy or neccBsary to bo known. 

First of all the wars he waged was the Aquitiininn, whicli had beoji 
begun and not finished by his futhoi*. It seemed possible to go through with 
it rapidly, so while his brother was yet alive ho asked for his help and under¬ 
took the war. Ilia brother it i« true cheated him of llio promised aid, yet 
he would not desist from his eager pursuit of tlie campaign, having once 
engaged upon the task, until by a certain long patience he had brought to a 
perfect oonolusion what ho had Klrivou hard to do. llunoldus, too, who after 
tiio death of Waifar had tried to aeixo Aciuitaino and renew a war by now 
well-nigh ended, was forced to floe from Aquitaine and take refuge in 
Oasooiiy. C/lmrlcs liou'evcr did not suffer him to stay tliere, but crossing 
the river Garonne lio oonnnandcd Loup the duke of tho Gnscona to give up 
Dio fugitive j wliioli wore ho nob to do with all haste, Charles would wrest 
him from the enemy by force of arms. Hut Loup, wise counsellor that lie 
was, not only gave up llunoldus but also put hiinsoU and tho provinoo ovor 
whioli ho presided at tho chsposiUoii of Charles (7611). 


TIIK ITALIAN WAR (772-774 A.B.) 


When tluifto inaltora in Aquitaine were settled and this war ended, 
liifl fcllow-nilor being withdrawn from tho affairs of this woi-ld, Oharles was 
earnestly liesouglit by the prayers of Adrian, bishop of the city of RoJno, 
to nndei'tiilco a war against tho Lombards. This had been done before by 
his father at tho instance of Stephen the pope, in spite of great obstacles, 
for thoro wore certain among the chief Frankish nobles with whom the king 
was wont to take counsel, who opposed thoinsolvos bo strictly to his will 
tliat they oi-iod at the top of their voices that they would abandon the king 
to his fate and go their way homo. Notwithstanding tikis, war had been 
Jiiade against ICing Aistulf, and brought to a speedy oonoluBion. But al- 
Diough tlie same reason for war sooined oven luoro strong to Charles than 
it had been to his fiithor, yet it m cloav tho contest Avas not so laborious, 
nor ivas it oiidfld Avitli a similar result. Pcpiii for Jiis part boaioged lung 
Aistnlf for a few days in Pavia, and compollod him to give hostages and. to 
restore tho fortified toAvns and enstloa which lie had snatched from the Ivo- 
mans, and to lake a solemn oath that ho would not attempt to recapture Avluit 
ho Imd restored. Charloa, on the other hand, when war liad once been begun 
by him, did not oeaso liosUUtios until King Lcfliderius, weaned by a long 
siogo, had Burroiidevod, and his son Adelohis, on whom the hopes ot all were 
rested, had been forced to lice not only from lus kingdom, but trom Italy- 
All that hud been forcibly taken from tho Ilomnns wa« restored to tliem. 


r* ^Vo (vvo cuvlouBly In tho dnrk as to thodato of Cliarlos’ birth. Tliora are rc^ 0 “s Accept¬ 
ing each of the folWlJg dates, -743, 743,744, and 743, Tlio fliat Is piobably tho correct dale.J 
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I-IriulogaBt, profocL oC i.lio duchy of I'l-iuU, wlio aini(jd_ at revolution, was 
orushod, the whole of Italy was reduced to the doiuiniou of Charlos, and 
hig son Popiii nmdo lung of Lho couquorod IciTitory. 

And r would doHoribo how diflioult was tho ptissti^o across tlio Alps as Iiq 
entered Italy, and wliat great labour it cost the Fraiiks to orosa tho track- 
loss ridges of the inoimtaiiia, and tho steep rocks that tower up into the sky, 
wore not iny intontioii in tho present work to coinmuniealo the events con¬ 
cerning luy hero’s own life rather than those conouriiijig tho wars which ho 
waged. Yet I will add that tho wav ended in the conquest of Italy, King 
Dofliclcriua was banisliod into p)orpotiml exile, his son Adel(3his was drivou 
from Itiily, and tho property stolen from tho king of tho Lombards was 
rostorod to Adrian, tho rootor ol tho Homan church. 


THI5 aAXON WAH (772-801 A.T).) 

No soonoi' was this /hiish(!d than tho Saxon War, in whioli ilioro liml 
SQomed to ho a kind of pause, was ronewod. 'I’iie I‘h*ivukisli people never 
engaged in a taslc more protrac.tod, licrcor, or moro wearlHoino; for tho 
iSuxona, like almost all tho natiojis inluibiting (Tornmny, 
ur(5 (}ruol by nature, abundouod to tho onlt of dovils, foes 
of our religion, nor do tlioy think it wrong to violate or 
iranagroHs any law, whether human av divine. They had 
an easy means of jlinturbing tlio poaeo daily, for of a truth 
tlioir l)ouudarieH and ours loueliod at almost any point iu 
tho open, except in a few places wliero either wide strololios 
of forest land or tlio ridgoB of intervening mountains sot 
an iudisputahlo limit to tho lands of noLli countrios. 
ICvoi'jywhoi’o else iiidiscriminulo ])loodMliod, plunder, and 
burning \vero inccBsauU TIub ho Htuug tlm IL'iuiks that 
thoy wore not oonlont with returning one evil turn with 
another, hut dutoLiuinod to inalco open war upon thoii' 
noighbours. And no war wius doohired agaiimt thorn, and 
wug(ul for thirty long years witli great l)it(;ornoHS on belli 
sides, but the Saxons Hufforod greater injury tliaii tlio 
hh’iuiks. lIoHliliticH might liavo emlod sooner hut fur tlio 
poriidy of the Saxons. It w dilVieult to toll how often 
they wore hoatoii niul surreiulorod tliomaolvoH Iminhly to 
the king, promising to do liio bidding. 'L'ln^ liosLapos 
ulaimod of ilieni tliafc they would surroiidor with alnority, 
and acknowledge the amlMiHsadom sent tliom. Soinotiinos 
thoy woro so cowed and enervated that ihoyovou proinisod 
to abandon their cult of devils, saying they would fain 
Hubimt to the (llwistiau religion; but ready aa thoy wove 
soinotimes to do this thoy Avoro always in a hurry to undo 
it again, so that it is hard to gnoHS to Avliioh of these 
ooursos they may the more truly be said to have leaned; 
for after tho war with thorn had liegiin, seanio a single 
A haxon year reached Rh coiioliision without Llioir shifting from 

one vioAV to another in this Ihit their mutability, 

■wevo it never so grout, could never overooino tho king’s high spirit and con¬ 
stancy of mind, in adversity aa in proRiiority, nor could it tiro him out of 
fulfilling what ho had begun to ^lo. For thoy novor did an act of troacliery 
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■which lio auffcred to paas unpunished, lie would despatcli an army, either 
under his own. leaderalup or under that o£ his peers, and talce veng'eance on 
the enemy’s perfidy, mulcting- them in damages wortliy of the offence, until 
at last he had reduced to his will all the miserable rebels who offered him 
hiibitiifil resiatanco. He fclien transported leu thousand men of the inhabit¬ 
ants on both banks of tho Elbe, with their wives and little children, distrib¬ 
uting them hero and tliero over Gaul and Germany in fragmentary groups. 
When tlioy had agreed to tho following conditions imposed upon them by 

tho king, tho war that had lasted so many years was declared at an end \ _ 

Tlio cult of the dovils was to be abandoiica, the natiyo rites discontinued,* 
tho saoraiuontH of the Christian faith and religion were to be adopted : united 
to the Franks they wore to form one pooi>lo with them. 

Thougli this war lasted over so long a spaee of time, the king himself did 
not fight more than two pitohed batilea with the enemy, one near a hill called 
O.snoiig in a place called Theotmel (DotmoM), tlie other on tlie river Hasn, 
both in the saino mouth and at a few days’ interval. In ihe.se two battles 
the enemy wore so demoralised hy defeat that tliey no longer dared to pro¬ 
voke tho king to battle or to offer resistance to him when he attacked, except 
in ft place wliorc they wore proteotod by fortification. 

In lliis war peiislied a largo iiumbor of nobles, both Frankish as well as 
Saxon, moil of liigh dislinotion. At last, in tho thirty-third year, it came to 
an end. During this tiino wars so many and so groat sprang up against 
tho Franks in divorao parts of the earth, wars directed with such skill by the 
king, that well might tho onlooker bo porploxod whether to admire most 
the patience of his essays or tho sucooss whicli crowned them, Two years 
l)ofor(3 tho Italian war, began this war (against Desideriim), which was waged 
without intermission, and yet there was no relaxation in any of the other 
wars that luid to bo carried on, nor was thorc auywlierc any respite from 
battle aiiondod with equal cliflicullios. Tho king, who excelled all the 
sovereigns of his ago in foi'osighfc and largeness of mind, never wealrly 
shrank from taking up and following to the end a duly either because it 
was diflicuU or dangerous. IIo was well versed in a knowledge of how to 
weigh suoli matter according to its intrinsic value, not to give way in 
advei'HLly, and not to be duped by the smiles of specious fortune in pros¬ 
perity. 


'I'm-] PASS OP UONOE9VALLT53 (778 A.D.) 

While the Saxon War was being ardently and incesaantly pursued, gar¬ 
risons wore plnood in tlio most auilablo plaoas on tlio bordere, and Charles 
marched into Spain wiili the groatost oquipinenl of war that ho oould com¬ 
mand. IIo crossed tlio Pyrenees, received tho submission of all towns and 
castles that he aiqn’oaohod, androUtmod with his army safe and sound. It 
was on his return through that very Pyrenean i)ass that ho happened to 


[1 Oil Olio of Llioso fovayfi hi 772 , CimrloB out down tlio flaewd Idol Irnilnaul, symbolic of iho 
coUvmn which in tlio 0(1hi|o cosmogony supported tho world; hla army ivna threatened with 
dostviiolion by tlilvut, whicli tho Saxom took as ft proof of riacvilogo; when a cloudbiirsti how- 
ovor saved Uio army, many of tho Saxons wore convoitod to tho more potent deity. Another 
nccoiuit Hlates that tho army obtained wfttor from Iho auddon starting of an IntorinlLtent spring, 
Tlioro Is no doubt tlmt Iho dcstniotion of Uie Imlnsul enst a ftreat gloom ovei* tho Saxon army. 
Deputies Wore sent to Cliavlos’ camp with promises that CUplsllan prleatB would be received and 
with oftors to Kond twelve hostages for tliolr anfoty. Charles tioatoii them with great moderation, 
hoping they ■would roinnln quiot under tlio grout blow Uo had dealt until ho could attend to other 
pressing matters.] ** 
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eiicounlei’ ft slight show of Gascon U'oaohory. Ti\c iinny was inoTing in 
column, ill extoiiclod. formation, us was imulo nooussaiy by tho nurrownuss 
of tho pass, wlion the Gascons, who had placed mnbusoados on the high loclgu 
of tho niouiitftin (for tho clonso foliiigo of tlio place, which is Uiiclcly wooded, 
maicos it snitablo for the disposal of an ambush), rushed down from thoir 
viuitiigo ground, fulling upon Uio cxtroino seoUoii of tho biiggugo jind tliofio 
wii(^ mannoel tho baggage train and drove Ihcin into tho valley below. 
Hero tho GuBcons fought a lutohcd bafctlo with them, killed thoiii all to a 
man, destroyed the baggage, took advantage ol the cover of night which was 
drawing over thorn, and with tlio groat<»at rapidity di-sporsed in different 
divecliouH. Tho (iascons were aided in this feat by the ligbLncss of thoiv 
anna and tlio nature of tho plaeo in which tlio ougagoment wiiH dcLonninod; 
whereas the Franks, on the other hand, wore made iuCerioi* to the Gascons at 
ovGi'y point by the weight of their amonr iiinl the iigliiiosH of their situalion. 
Ill this batblo fell Eggihard, tho Icing’.i Mcrver, Ansobu PfulHgraC, and lloluml, 
count of tlia llreton inarch, with many otliers boaidos. Nor could the injury 
1)0 avenged at the tiiuo, bouuuao when tho thing hml boon purpotratod tho 
eiioniy clisporHed with so imioh cnniung Unit there roniuincfl not evon 
tho breath of u rumour as to whoro in tho world they might bo hunted out. 


TUI 111! VIHIT TO ITAI.Y (7H7 A.D.) 

Cluu'leH also Buhjugivtod tho Urotons who ihvoU hy the enivst on tho 
oxtrcino west of Gaul. Tlioy wore not obedient to the king’H word, so he 
sent an expedition against tlioni, whoYonpon they were Dompollod to grant 
liostugCB and make a promiso to do wind they were told. After tliis tho 
king Sumach entered. Italy witli Mh a-Yiny, and making Ida \s\\y tinongh 
Homo, nnu’chod upon Ouinm, a city of Campania, and whon ho liud pitohod 
hifl oump tUoi'o threutoued tho UcuevcuUucs with war unless they Hnvvendcrod. 
AricluH, tlio dulco, iivoidod Lhisby Homling his two Hons, liomwidd and (frim- 
wivld, with a largo sum of money to moot the king, whom he asked to accept 
thorn us liostiigos, promising to do what ho was told, oxoojit in tho ovonl of 
one command, wlueli was if he sluuild he Covcod himseU to come face to face 
with tho king. CharleH, talcing the national welfare into gruator uoiiHidera- 
tioii than the Htubboru cliavaetor of the duke^s mind, aceoptod llm hostages 
ofCoi'od to him, and in return for a largo sum of nionoy eomsedod to him the 
favuiu' that ho should net bo eompollod to moot him fueu to fiicc. Only lli(5 
younger sou of Ariolii.s was kept as u liostago, tho oklor aviis retnriKjd to Ids 
faihor. Tlio ambassaders who had ooino to exact oaths of allogianco from 
tho Iloiicvcntino.s, and to make an ngreonumt witli Ariehis for taking tliciu 
up on tlioir behalf, were now disclmrgod, ami tho king rotiirnod to Homo, 
lie spoilt ii few days there in lioly vi,Hit.s lo the .suorod places of the oity and 
then wont buck into Gaul. 


llAYAlirAif WAH WITH TAHSILO (767-788 A.IJ.) 

Next came tho Bavarian 'War, which BViddeuly Uivinod up and swiftly died 
down. It was aroused at once by tlio arrogance and by tho fully of Duke 
'L'aaaLLo. lie hud uuivricd a daughter of I^iug Dcsiderius, who thought tu 
ayongo her fatlior’s exile by her husband’s agency. Tassilo made an allianoe 
with tho iriina, whose boundary toiioliea tluit of the Ihwaviuus ou the oust. 
Not only did lio try to win his wadopondonoo, but also to provoke the king 
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to war. Ilia violoncQ scorning too groat for iho high-spirited Idng to broolc, 
he gfltliovod togotlior forces from all sides for an incursion into Bavaria, and 
«traiglitway ndvanced to tlio river Lech himself witli Ji largo nmy. This 
river divides tho Bavarians from the Alaiuanni. Ho pitcliod his camp on 
the hanks beforo ouLering the province and determined to ascertain tho 
temper of the duke by means of ambiissttdoiy. Tassilo, tiuiilcing it neither 
to his own advantago nor to that of lua country to act obstinately, surren- 
dorod himself to the king’s mercy, and gave tho hostages required, among 
them being his own son Theodo. In addition to this, he took an oath of 
allogiancQ by whicli ho boniul himself to be indneed by the persuasion of 
nobody to revolt from tho sovereignty of tho king.^ In this way a very swift 
end was put to a war wliicli had given promise of bocoming n great one. 
Taasilo being suminoned soon after to tho king was not, however, allowed to 
1 ‘Otiirnj the provinco wliioh ho had govornod was no longer enti’iisted to a 
duke but to tho charge of counts. 


WAUa IN TilK NOH'JLUI AND WITU TlIJO AVARS (701-700 A.D.) 

When thoHO commotions wero thus allayed wav was begun against the 
Slava, whom wo arc accustomed to cull Wilzi, but who are more properly 
lormod in their owji tongue Wolatabi. In tliis war among other nations 
who wore hidden to rally round tho king’s ensigns, tho Saxons fought us onr 
allioa, but thoir obodionce was feigned and far from being truly devoted. 
Tiio caufio of tho war was that tho Wolatabi liarriod tlio Aboclriti, who had 
in former days boon allied wiili tho Eranks; nor could tho assiduity of their 
inoui'siouB bo checked by orders. There is a covtahi gulf wliioh stretches 
eastwards from tho wcsLcrn ocean, of unascertained length, but of a width 
which nowhere oxcooda a hundred miles, whereas in many places iU is nar¬ 
rower. Many nation.s are gathered round its border, such as Banes and 
Swcibii wJuun wc C4)1J Knj'ihmiuj, and Ihoy occupy Ihe ncc'lhfu’n ihru’cs and all 
tho islands in tho gulf. But tho southern shores are inhabited by Slavs 
and Aisti, and divers other nations among whom tho chief are the Welalabi 
against whom tho Icing was now making war. In one expedition, which he 
oonduoiod in person, ho so uitorly crushed and huinblod thorn, that in future 
they wore advised to do as they wore told without tho smallest show of 
rcsistauco. 

Tho war following lliis was, with tho oxoepUon of the Saxon War, the 
greatest of all ihoso waged by my lioro; it was iliafc momorablo war against 
tho Avars or Huns. The king sot about it willi ovoii greater spirit and 
. witli far groator military roaoiircos than had gone to the others. Yet he 
himsolf made but ono oxiwdition into Pannonia, tho province then inhab¬ 
ited by the Avars. Tho rest of tho campaigns woro ontruslod to his son 
Pepin and tlio profoots of tiio provinces, and to tho counts mrd lieutenants. 
They iiaod tho utmost cliligouco in the conduct of affairs; yet oight yoara 
had woll-nigh passed before tho war was ended. What a great many hattles 
weiQ fought, wliat blood was shed, tlio desolate Pannonia, empty of ail living 
oroaturos, liears witno.ss. Moreover, the place in which was situate tho royal 
palace of tho cliagau (khan) is so abandoned that you cannot see a trace of 
human habitation in it. The whole nobility of tlio Avars perished in this 
war, and tlio enilro glory of the nation was oxUngui.'jhed. All tlioir money 

ITo was li'lod tho samo year, his royal looks shorn, and Ids peinoa liiunured In ci cojwent. 
■\Yllli Idin oiul tlio AgiloKlngs.] *' 
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and lo]ig-acciuuulatoil Ironaurea -wore seized ; nor onii liuman momoiy recall 
tiny war o£ the Franks in whieU they luvvo won groafcor spoil or bocti more 
onrichod. 

Up to tliia tiino, anro onoTigli, the Franks had ni^poarccl to bo a poor 
naliioiij bnb now ao innoh gold and ailvor wns fonnil in the royal treasury, 
such a heap of vuluablo spoil waa taken in Imttlo, that wo may safely nsaumo 
that the l^raulcs seized this now woiiltli from tho Iluns, and rigidly too, for 
hiid not the Huns boforo tins noizod it wrongfully from other nations? Only 
two among tho ebiofa of tho Frankiali nobility foil in this war,~“]'h’io, duko 
of Friuli, killed in Liburnia, near Tharsatioji (Fiuino), a luaritinio stale, who 
was ouLrappod in an amhush laid by tho townspcoplo; and Gerold, prefooL of 
llui IkwaviftUB, who was killed in Paunouiu wliilo drawing up bin inou in lino 
of baitlo in tlio act of engaging with tho lEuns. No ouo know who did tho 
deed, for lie was killed, with tlm two othorH who rodo in liis ooini^any, ns ho 
spoke n word of enconragoinonl to each man along llui ranks. Ihit for this, 
tlio Avar was almost a l)loodloss one (or the Franks and had a most prosperous 
ending, althcnigh it was prolonged Ihv beyond what waa natural from its 
si/a. 


DANIHd WAH (H0H.8I0 A.l>.) 

When this and the Saxon ‘VVar bad la'on bronglit lo an end wliioli 
their tediousiK^ss made woleomo, tho two wars whlcli followed, one against 
tUa llobcuiiaus and the other agaiiiab the LiuouiunH, did not last long, for 
llioy were both Hpoodlly (hjspiitchod under tlio direotion of Oiavles the 
Yoiingor. 'J'lio last Avar to ho undertaken avuh tlutl. against the Northinon 
wlio are oiillod Uanos. At lirst thoy indulgetl in pirate warfare, and later 
they ravaged tho slioroH of Gaul ami (4orimvny witli a largo Hoot. So pnifeil 
up with vain iMubitiun Avas tlunv king, Godfrey,^ that he IhnvAght bo would 
gain tho aovoroignly of all (lorinuny for liis own. Frisia and Saxony lie 
simply regarded as his own pruvinccH; lie liud already ])ronght tlio neigh¬ 
bouring Abodi'iti inulor his sway and made Ihoin tributary to him, lie ovon 
Avonld boast tluvt in a liltlo whilo lio woidd appear Avith ids eiioi’inous army 
at A.aehon,'^ where tho king held his court. Nor was all faith denied to his 
iallc, empty as it was; tm tho oontrary, ho rather uiujuirod tho ropuLatioji of 
a mail who would have haguu Home hucIi euterpriso luul he not been arrested 
by a preinaUire doiitb. lie was murdered l)y uno of his own servants, and 
so ended abruptly his lifo and the war that be Inid inunguraled. 


(VT.OHY OK OllAUl.V.MAONW 

Such are tho Avars wliioh tliis most puissant king waged during forty- 
seven years — a long reign — in divers parts of tho earth Avith HUner- 
lative skill and good fortune. Ily these ho ho nobly enlarged tlio kingdom 
of the Franks Avhieh ho bad taken over after his father Pepin, that great 
and pOAverful as it already Avas, ho nearly doiihlod it. l'k)r previously tho.su 
Franks called Eastern inhabited only that part of (hull Avhmh lies between 
tho Rhino and tho Tjoivo, the oooaii and the Ihdoavio ,Soa, and tliat part of 
(xonnany situate between Saxony and tho llanubo, the Uluno and the Saal 
wliicli latter river divides the 'L'lmringil from tho Sorabi. Tlio Ahunanni 

fi Aloo Hpollcd CJoilofild or OOltrlok.'j 

P'* A5x-la-(5li:iiJo5le, Iho or Viviton Aqwnnia nl ilui Uoniaii.s.] 
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,'iiul Llio Bayariiiny ako belonged to the sovoi-oignly of ilie Frankish king¬ 
dom. But Uuu’lca, by tlio wars I have enumerated, coinpleLoly subiugaLecI 
and made tnbntiiry firafc AquiLniiio and Gascony and the whole rango of the 
yroncan MounUuns even ua far as tlio Ebro, wliieli river in Navane crosses 
, the most fertile laiuk of Spam and mingles its waters with the Balearic Sea, 
beneath the Avails oUho city Tortoaa; then the Avhole of Italy from Aosta 
to lower Calabria Avlioro men place the boundaries of tlio Greeks and Beiie- 
vontiiios, an extent of more than a thousand miles long; then Saxony Avhieh 
is no small part of Gei-maiiy and ia supposed to bo twice as broad as Llie nart 
111 AvJiieh tho I'h'nnks dwell, willi a length Avliioli is ctiual to that of the other* 
then both Bamioiiia and Dacia which lies on tho other bank of tho Danube 
Istria too and Liburnia and Dalmatia, except the maritime towns wliicli 
because of his friendly feeling for tho ConsLantiiiopolitan emperor and a 
treaty to Avliicli ilioy had both agreed Charles alloAved him to hold ; lastly 
all liio wild and uncouth nations which inhabit Gormany between tho Rhine 
and tho Viatnhv, tho ocean and tho Danube, Avho speak almost the same 
tongue but are Avidoly different in chamoter and in dress. Chief among 
these wore the Wolatabi, Sorabi, Abodnti, 
and Biomanui, for those flhowod rcsiaiauco in 
light j tlio rosb avIio Avore inoro numorons sur- 
reiidovod. 

Ho also added glory to tlio kingdom by 
tho friendly soiitimonts of cortaiu lungs and 
nations avIucIl ho Avon to luinsolf. TJuia 
Alfonso, king of Galicia and Asturius was 
so linked to ihm by tho bond of frioiidsliip 
tliat when ho soul him loiters or mcssoiigors 
ho gave orders that ho sliould bo snokon of 
as Charles’ servant. Tho kings of tlio Scols 
too had boon so bent to his Avill through his 
munhiconce that they iiovor alluded to him 
in other terms than as their lord and called 
thomselvoH Ids liumblo vassals. Loiters 
from them to biin still exist in Avhioh it 
may be Booai that their attitude towards 
him Avas of Ibis icind. Ilaruii, king of Die 
Borsiiina avIio hold Avoll-iiigli all the East if 
Avo except India, Avas in siieh hearty aym- 
liathy AVitli the king ilial ho valued his good 
Avill nioi’o limn tliat of all the Icings and 
princoa in tho Avorld, thinking him alono 
Avorlliy to bo honoured by his regard and 
niuiiilicoiiGo. AVlieii the oiricers sent by 
Charles Avlih offerings to tlio most sacred 
sepulcliro and jiluce of the rosurroction of 
our Lord and yaviour eamo to Ilarun and 
told him Avluvl avus tlio Avill of their master 
ho not only alloAved them to do wliat was 
required bub even yielded up to them that I’ovorod and sacrod spot to be 
registered us belonging to tho sovereignty of Cliniics. When the ainbnssii- 
dors returned ho sent his own to aecompany them bearing splendid presents 
to tho king Avitli garments and spices and other rich prodiicta of the East, 
jusb us a foAv years before at Oliarles'rcquesfr>]ie scut him the only elephant 
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lie High possessed. Kvtsu tlic OoiialanliiiopoUtaii oiujxjrorH, Nicoijhoms, 
Mioiiuol, iuid i^Go ox])i'0{i3ly aouj^ht alLoi* hia friondly allugiiviiGo unci sent 
liiin Humorous oinbuHsios. ’i'<> romovo uU Houroo of peasible (dl’onco to them 
on UGCOunl of liia ]iiivinH“ ucloj>te(l Iho iitlo of oinpcjroi*, wliicdi luiglit truly 
bo susiicotod as in some sort an utUmipt to wi’OHt from iliein iho imperial 
Huproniuoy, lie outored into u nu).sL ri^id Irouty. Kor tl\o pow(}r of the l''rnnkfl 
was ovor an objcoli of aiispioion to iho (ircoltH and Uomun.H, wlionco iiroso the 
(fi’Gok pi’ovorb, “Have a Frank for iv frioiul and not for a noijjliboui'.” 

Great as tlui kin|^ was in oijlarjjinfj iho UiJi^jdoni and in coinpuiring foreign 
nations, busy as ho was in airairs of this kind, lie ycl startud a grout number 
of worlcs for iho oinbolliHlimunt and ocmYonionoo of tlio kingdom. Home of 
lliem lio oarriod tliroiigh to the liiiish. 'I'lio cliiof plaooainojig those seems 
rightly to ho assigned to tlio Ihisilica of tho Holy Mother of God, whieh was 
built at Aachon, a iniracile of wovkmnii.shij), and to tho bridgo ovor the Rhino 
lit Mainz, five liundrod panes in loiiglh, so broad is the rivor at that phioo. 
This hi'idgo, liowovor, was ruined by fire a year before tho king’s death, nor 
could it 1)0 restored on aecoimt of tho nearness of his doiniso, aUliough it was 
in his mind to rophioo the woodwork by ntone. He also liugan sonio miigniil- 
oenb palaces — ono not far from tlie town of kfuinz near tho village called 
Ingolhuim and another at Nimoguon on tlio livor Waal wliioh flows past tlio 
island of the Ilataviaus on tho Houtlierii side. Hut al)ovo all he noted the 
aaorod chiirchoH throughout tho whole kingdom where rer they laid fallen to 
1 ‘uiu booaiiso of their age, and gave orders to the priests and fatliors in wliose 
oaro iliey worn to HUt'crinteml Uioir vestoration, appointing olliciuls to hoc 
that his orders worn cavried oul.. Ifo also coiwtriietod a iloot for tho war 
againHt iho Northiiu)i), milking dock yards for Lli'is purpose cm tho rivers of 
Gaul aud Germany wliieli flow into iho NovUi Soa; and boeauso tbo Nevlli- 
men ravaged tho shores of Gaul and Gormany by eonHtant active inrouds, lie 
posted towora and oallooks in all tho baibours and at tlio uioutlm of all those 
rivers which wore iiavigablo. Ily these defoiicos ho Hlo)>pi)d iho onomy from 
being able to ])asH. Ilo did tho saiuo in tho south on Iho coast of the |^)rov- 
inees of Narboiiue and Heptliuaniii, and all along the ermst of Italy as tar us 
Romo, in order to put a chock on the Moors wlio had lately taken to piratical 
practices. Uy this nicaiw Italy Huffured no liarni IVcmi tlio Moors, nor Gaul 
and Germany from Ihe Nortliiaon in bis days, with tho exception tliut (flvita 
Vocchia, a town of ICtruria, was bolrayod to the Moors who razed it to iho 
ground, and cortuiii islands in I'kasin oQ' the Goi'jnaii cou.st were jilujulurcd 
by tho Northmen. 

Snell was clearly the character of tho king at once in the defenoo, in the 
onliirgoinont iiiid in tho onihelliHhniont of liis kingdom. Wo may well marvel 
at his gifts and at that wnporlativo HtoadfustnesH which lio sliowed in ovary 
circumstiuice whether of prospority or advorsity. Here I will l)egiii and go 
on to tallc of tlioso oilier luatters which belong to hi.s inner life and his life 
in bis homo. 


iirs ii'AMinv 

When Ins father died he shared the kingdom witli Ins brother and boro that 
brother’s qiiarrolsoino onvy with oxemplury patience, so that all men marvelled 
that lio could never bo provokediiitotlie «ligldc.st exhibition of angry coudiioi. 
At his motlicr’s instigation ho married a dauglitor of Hosidorius, Icing of the 
Lomharda, but after a your, for what roasou i.a not known, ho put her aside 
and took Jfildogard to wife, a*Hwubiau lady of high nohility hy whom he 
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had tlii’GQ sons, to wit, Chai’les and Pepin and Lonis, and the same number 
of daugliLors, Hrotrutl, Bertrada, and Gisila. He also had three other 
daughters, Tlioodcrada and liiltrud by liis wife Faslnula, a German lady of 
eastern Frankisli origin, and a third, Kotliaid, by a concubine whose name 
escapes niy memory. When Fastrada died he married Liutgard of tlio 
Alamanni, but she boro liini no children. After her death he had three 
coucirbinoa, Gerswiiida, a Saxon girl, who bore liim a daughter Adaltrud, 
llegiim, the mother of Drogo ivnd Hugh, and Adalmdji from whom ho begat 
Thooderie. His mother, BePti*ada, lived Avitli him to old age, being held in 
high honour. For ho lavished upon her the greatest reverence, so that 
except on the occasion of his divorcing the daughter of Desideriua whom he 
had married uiulor his mothor’s persuasion, there never once rose a differ- 
gneo between them. Bertmda did not die until after the demise of Hilde- 
gard, having lived to see three grand.sons and as many granddaughters in 
her son’s house. Charles had Ids mother buried with much honour in the 
ohurcli of Saint Dionysius, the snmo as tliat wherein lay his father. Her 
one sistor, Giaihi, who had devoted herself ever since her girlhood to a 
holy life, was treated by tUo king with tho same pious affection that ]\c had 
shown for his mother. Sho died a few years before him in the cojivent to 
which she had retired. 

As for uhiUlren ho tliought they should bo so brought up, both sons 
and daughters, as to bo first iiiforniod of those liberal studios to which ho 
himself devoted his attention. For Ins sons as soon as thoir ago porniittod 
it, ho ordorod riding in tlio Frankish stylo, the practice of arms, and the 
ohaso j for Ina daughters, woolspinning, the use of distaff and spindle \ they 
wero to bewaro of tiecoining slotliful by reason of their leisure, they were to 
bo instriietod in every virtuous occupation. Of his numerous family two 
sons and ono daughter died before him, CJiarlos tho oldest and Pepin whom 
he had made king of Italy, and Hrotrud his oldest daugliter who was 
betrothed to Coiistaiitiiio tho emporor of the Greeks. Pepin left a son 
Bernhard and five daughtors, Adnlhaid, Alula, Guntrada, Borthaicl, and 
Tlicodoradn. Tho king .showed marked evidence of his affection for them, 
allowing his gramlson to succeed to lus father’s kingdom and his grand- 
claughtors to be educated with bis own daughters. Tho greatness of his 
soul was so emiueut that ho Iwro tho death of \m mm and of his daughter 
>vith exceeding i>aLioiico which did in no wiso detract from hia affection, for 
lu.s tGav.s would not bo held back. When ho hoard tho news of the death of 
Adrian, tho Homan pontiff and his cliiofesi friend, lie wept as bitterly as if 
ho had lost his doareyt son or brother. For ho showed tho finest loyalty in 
liis friondsliijw, forming them readily and presorviiig thorn with the utmost 
eonstancy and lio cherished tho purest affoction for those whom he had 
aiiaohod to Inmsolf by tho ties of syinpaUiy. So much care did ho bestow 
on the eduonLion of liis sons and daughters that he never tool: Ins meals at 
home without tlioin. In travelling his sons rode by his side, his daughters 
followed oloao behind, thoir train being guarded by servants specially ap¬ 
pointed for this purpose. So beautiful wore his daughtors and so tender was 
Jiis aifcction for tliom lliat strange to say he would not consent to give any 
of thorn in marriago either to ono of his own nation or to a foroigner, but he 
kept thorn all witli him until liis death in his house, saying lie could not do 
without thoir sooioty. On this account, although lucky in all else, ho 
oxporionced Llio malieo of ill fortune. Yot ho hid liis thoughts and beliaved 
as if no suspicion of any ovil had over nrisoii about any of them, us if no 
rumours had over been spread. 
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lie liiiil by u coiieiibino' a son called Popiii wlioiu I liiivo iorboruo to inou- 
tlou iimonff the oUiers ; ho liiul a good coiiiitciuuu50 l)ut wiis (lufonnod by a 
liuiiulibaek. During tho war ugainul Uio lluii.s, wliilc his father was wiiiLor- 
ing ill Bavaria this boy feigned .sickness uiul niudo a plot against his fathor 
with (jovLaiii of the I'hsinkish nobility who had I'a.sciiuitod him with the idle 
pramiso of tlio kingdom. When the fraud liad been detected and tlio con- 
hpiratoi'H had paid the pomdty tho king caused tho lioy to shave Ids board and 
allowed him to pass his tinio in rolighnis oxorciscH iu the alibey iit Brum to 
wliieh lie objected nolliing. Auotlior powerful conspiracy laid boon pre- 
vdously made against Inm in (Jerniany; the originators were some of them 
blinded, and sonic of them had got off safe and stmiid, but all had lioen 
exiled. Dcatii was not inllictcd oxeojit on throe who, drawing Llioir swords 
to avoid being cajiturctl, oven wont so fui* us to kill somo of those sent to lake 
thorn, HO tliat they were despalclM'd Jiccuusc there wa.s no oilier Avay of keep¬ 
ing them ([uiet. 

Tlio ciinsu and origin of tliaso plots is supposed to have been tlio enielty 
of (luecu KiisLrada and iu lioth eases tho king was tho olijeet of tho plo't 
hooausH iu ueijuiescing iu his AvilVs cruelty he scomotl to have taken a mon¬ 
strous dopartiu'o from tho gontlonuss of his niituro uud his usual clemoiiey. 
Foi' all the rest of his life ho showed so much lov<5 and iionHidoi'iitioii for all 
iiuni both at liomo and abroad that not oven a murmur of undue cruelty was 
ever raised against liiiii by anyone. 

lie liad a great lovo of forcignors and sliowed so imieh anxiety to vocoivo 
tlioiu that tho niulLitude of them caiiio to ho thought hiu'donsojno not only 
to the pulaee but also to tlio kingdom. Tho high-minded king liimsolC was 
Imwevor not in tlie least otipre.ssed by a responsibility of lids kind, knowing 
that such ineouvenicnccs were outwoiglual hy the wide reputation for gener- 
osily and the reward of fair fame which wore his. 


l/JS I.OOK ylNJl I/AiUTW 

(thai'les was of largo and robust frame and commanding Htature, thougii 
his height was not oxccssivo (it is said to havo moasurod seven time.s the 
length of his own font). Tho top of his licad avuh round, Ids eyes Avere larger 
tluvn usual and full of life, his nose rather prominent; lio had ludde Avhile 
Imir, and his face was saugmno and of cheerful aspect. Whether standing 
or sitting he thus had tho udvuntago of a very great presence uud dignity. 
Ills nu<!k was lliiek and too short, and Ids stomacli Loo iirondmmt; tliese 
defects howevor Avero lost in tlic fair hahinco of tlio rest id' his liiubs. Jtis 
step was linn, tho Avholo carriage of his body inusouliiic, Imt Ills voice, al¬ 
though it Avas clear, Avas not in Inio hurmony with the sizi' of his frame: 
his liealtli was .sound except for tho Inst four years of Ids life, when lie Avas 
aiimiked liy fro(|uent fcvci’; towards the end ho even Avalkcil lanio on one 
fool. Ami ovoii ill that hist oxtremiLy ho mded more as ho AvlJlod Idniself 
Llian upon llie advico of tho doolors Avliom lie (hormiglily dcteslud hcciiiise 
they urged liiin to discontimio roasted meat at Ids nieiils Avldcli it was Ids 
habit to oat, and aeciistom him.self to boiled, lie took much exorcise on 
liorsubaclc iiiul in tho clmHO Avliich avus a national chavacLeristic iu him, for 
there is scarcely a nation on oiirtli Avhich ouii equal the Franks in I his art. 
lie Imd much pkmsuro ill tho vnpoiiv of natural Avarni springs and priiellsed 

[• UoaKldu'’ Bulls liini llio soil of Oharlos* wito IllmlUrad. lUiL this coiisplnvoy ttiok pliicii 
jii 072, Si'o thu liiLor roniftrku on tho Btato of coiioubUiiige.J 
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hi8 ])ody in fro(ineiiL Hwimming of wlnoli he was such a inaslcr that no ono 
could bo truly said to excel him in this. On account ol’ tlic wai'Ju sin-iiigs 
lie oven built a palace at Aachen, where in the last year of his life he dwell 
continuously until his death. Not only 
did lie invito his sons to the baths, but 
also his nnhlea anil friends, aomotimos even 
a crowd of his servants and bodyguard, so 
that there were times when a Inindrod or 
even more men were bathing together. 

lie wove the cU’oaa of hla country, that 
is, the Knuikish: on his body, a linen shirt 
and linen thigh coverings; then a tnnio 
with a silken hem and stockings. Ho 
Mound garters round liia legs and clad his 
feet in shoes, llis clioat and shoulders 
were prolectod fi’oin the cold by a doublet 
of otter and sable «kin. Wrapped in a .sca- 
hluo clonk ho ahvays oarriod a .sword at 
liis girdle, this and the hilt being inter¬ 
laced silver and gold. Sometimes Jic wore 
a sword studded with gems, but oidy on 
high days niul holidays or on the visit of 
some foreign embassy, lie hold llic for¬ 
eign stylos of dross in tluj greatest con- 
tomjit liowevev line they might bo, nor 
would lie ever suhinit to ho j’obod in them. 

Only oiiGo, ill lloino, at tlu^ request of the 
pontiff Adrian, and again at tlio cunicst 
request of Ids siiocosHor J/OO, did In* wra]i 
liimsulf in the long tunic and chhunys and 
U'eav .shoos of (he Iloinan shape. On fes¬ 
tival days lie would stalk about in a gar¬ 
ment woven with gold and shoas .studded 
witli precious .stones; a golden jmi ohusped 

liis clonk and ho wore a splendid crown made of gold and jewels, 
other days his dross differed little from that of uii ordinary per.son. 

lie a'to and drank inodonvtely, Imt ho was cspocmlly moderate in drink¬ 
ing for he had the greatest liorrov of drunkennoas in any man to aay nothing 
of liimself and liis companions. He wns less ah.slemiou.>j in eating and 
would often groud that fasting wn.s bad for his body. He yciy seldom gave 
banquol'S. indeed, only on the chief festival day.s, but then they were at- 
londod in groat iiiinibor.s. Tlis daily meal was furnLshed from foiu couises 
ill addition to tlio mast moat wlncli Ihe hunters wore U'onl to bring in on 
spits and of which ho partook move freely than of any other dish. Wlulo 
a(. his meals lie would hear some sort of performance or reachn^. llistories 
and tho valorous deeds of the men of ohl were read over to him. lie was 
fond of tho works of St. Augustine, especially of those entitled J}e Gmtate 
Dpi. Ho drunk very sparingly of wine and other liquors, rarely taking at 
hi.s meals more ilmn ‘three draughts. In .summer after his midday repast ho 
would lake some fruit aud one draught, then ho would doff his clothes and 
shoos just as was liis custom at nighUime, and lake two or three lioiirs rest. 
At night he slept so lightly that he would break hia ropose by waking and 
even by rising four or five times. AVhilS ho was drogamg and strapping 
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Oil Ilia hIioos lio not only rcceWotl Iiia friouds, but if tlio count of the 
palaco inforiiiod Jiini of any suit that could not bo detoriiiiiiod without his 
orders, lie gavo iiistructioiia to admit the litigants without furthor ado; he 
would tlion sit as if in court and givo judgment on the dispute as soon as lie 
liad inasiorod it. Nor was this all that was settled at this time but he would 
then give orders for udiatevci* official duty Avas to be performed on tiiat day 
and givo insiruotiona to any particular servant to do bin work, 

Idis fluency of speech was rosourcofnl and alnnidant and ho could ex¬ 
press with groat openness whatever ho wanted to say. Nor did liis own 
language alone satisfy him, but lie spoilt trouble in actpiiriiig foreign tonguesj 
of these ho learned Latin so well that ho avouUI pray in Latin as freely as in 
his OAVii language; lie iindorstood (rreok, however, better than he oou'ld Lallc 
it. ITo WHS so voluble in apcalcing that he almost produced the iinpressioii 
of being a eliattoror. Ho had tlio greatest respeot for the liberal arts ami 
tlioir learned exponents Avlioin ho loaded Avilhgroat lionour, 'i'e hsarn gram¬ 
mar lie attended the loolurea of Iho agod 1‘eter of IMsii, a doacon; for the 
rust of Jiis instruotions Alhinna wan hi.s tutor, oUunuviso enllod Alcuin, also 
a deiicon, a Saxon by ruco, from Uritain, th<5 most learned man of the day. 
With him the kinp[ spoilt most of his time and study m rlioioric and tlialeelaes, 
and particularly in iiHtL’onomy. IIo learned tlio art of reckoning hynum- 
boi'H and with deep thought and nmcli skill most carefully investigated the 
courses of tlie stars. Ito tried to learn to write, ami u.scd to keep his table,Ls 
and copybook for this purpose hcncatli his iiilloiv in bed, so tliat wlion lio 
Jiad leiHuro ho could train his liaiul hut he inudo little progress. 

110 dovotod hiinsulf to the Olivi.sl.iau religion wbiiiii hud bcuin instilled 
into liiin in his infancy Avith tho groatesb holinosH and piety, and on tliis 
iieoonnt lie built tho Ihisilica of Aachen, a work of groat ixiauty, Ayhicli ho 
ombollishod with silver and gold and with candhjfitioJcs and Ialii(!(‘.s and 
doors of aoli<l brass. When ho could not got oohnnns and marble for this 
striieturo iinywhoro olse, ho cuusod thorn to be lirought fi’oin Homo and froiu 
Kiivenna. A.s long as Ins hcaltli pormitted ho was nn imtii’ing worshi])pei' 
in (duireli at’matins and ovon-.song and also during tho hours of tho night 
and at tho time of tlio snorifioo, uml ho nindo it his groat oarts that all Llio 
BorvicoH of tho ohnreli should ho (somlncted witli tim groatost chainliuoss. 
Very oflon ho Avould eaution tho sacristaim not to allow anything imjn'opor 
or foul to 1)0 lirouglit into or left in tho Imildiiig. Uo provided (juantitJes 
of Hiicrod vessels, gold and .silver, niul of jwicstly vostmonts so Unit while the 
umss Aviis colobrated no oiio — not oven the doorkoopors, wlm nro the loAvest 
order nf ccoloHliislic.s — was obliged to porft»rni his duties in private dross. 

I [o iiidustricnmly iinjimved tlio ordor of reading and olnmihig. ]*’oi’ ho was 
a inastor in hotli, tliougli lie did nut road in pnhlie, nor sing above a wliisper. 

111 helping the poor, in free charity, whudi tho (Ireoks call almsgiving, ho 
wuH deviniL, nialjing this his cave not only in his own country and king¬ 
dom, lull lio Avould often send money auro.ss tho houh into Syria and Lgy])t 
and Africa, to Jcrusalom and Alexandria uiul (larthugo, wlicre he know the 
(^liristian.s Averc living in X’ovorty, niul out of comiiassioii for tlieir peiuuy. 
To thiH end lie untiringly sought tho friendship of tran.sjioiitino kings that 
some Holaeo and comfort might ho forthooming lo tho Christians under tlicir 
sway. A1 )qvc all other sacred and venerahlo places in Romo lie loved tlio 
church of Ht. Peter tlio apostle, the treasury of Avliich he onri(!h(}d Aviih an 
immonso sum in gold, in silver, and in JoavoIs. IIo sunt many {lountloss 
gifts to the pontiffs, and during his whole reign nothing lay so near his 
lioart as that tlio city of Rome slftnild ussinno ila aiieient prerogative through 
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hits xeal ami patronage, and that the cliuroh of Si. Peter should not only bo 
in safe keeping and protection through him, but should also be eiiibellished 
and enriched with his pre«onts above all other churches. Valuing this ambi¬ 
tion as lie did within tho forty-soven years of his reign, he found leisure but 
four times to visit Homo for tho sake of fulfilling his vows and praying. 


Ilia iMrmiMi title (eoo a.d.) 

Tiioso wore not tho only reasons for his last visit to Rome, but tho 
llomauH had oompelled Pope Loo to implore the trusty assistanoo oi the king 
wlion that pojitiff had been most seriously injured, for they liacl torn out his 
eyes and out out hia tongue. So the king came to Romo to reform the con¬ 
dition of tliQ cluu’oh wliioli was sorely disturbed, and he stayed blioro the 
wliolo winter in this pursuit. During this time lie received the name of 
mnporor and of augustus, to which at first he was so averso that ho vowed 
that ho would not liavo entered tho churcli on tluit day, although it was a 
festival day, had ho been able to foresee tlio intentiou of the pope. Yet ho 
bure tho onvy that tho name raised with the Homan omporors, who woro 
most indignant at his assumption of it, witli grout pcitieuce, and he subdued 
tlioir bullon liostility by a graciousnc.s 8 of demcanoiir in wliich lie was most 
oortainly their master, sending fchoiu frequent embassies and calling thorn 
Ilia brothers in hia lotLors to thorn. 

Having adopted tlie iinporial title ho turned to tho numerous doficiencies 
in tho laws of his people—for tJio Pranks have two laws which diffor con¬ 
siderably in very many places. lie inoditatod iiow to fill up the omia- 
bions and roconcilo wiiut oonliictod and to correct wiuit was misohiovous and 
erroneously stated; but of those projects none were fulfilled except ilmt ho 
iiim’oa.sed tho laws by a few olmptevs and thcao wore fragmentary. But 
ho eauHod tho laws of all nations under hk dominion which had not been 
reduecd to writing to bo definitely codified. So loo ho wrote out and com- 
mittod to momory tiui rough songs of antiquity in winch the exploits and 
wars of tho anoiolit Icings used to bo sung. Ho also began a grammar of his 
native speccli. IIo gave mHne.y to tho niontlia in tlie national tongue, for 
liefore tlii.s tho Pranks ypoko of them partly by tlie Latin and partly by 
foreign namos. Also ho designated tlio fcwolvo winds by proper appollationB, 
whereas boforo this, words could not be found for more than about four. 
I'lm month January ho cuUod Wintarmaiioth j February, Hornung 5 hlarch, 
LmiiziiimanoLli} April, Oatarmanothj May, Winnemaiiotlij June, Braohma- 
noth; July, irowimaiioth ; August, Araiimanothj September, Witunmnoth; 
Oistobbr, Wiiidiimomanolh; Hovomber, Ilorbistmanolh j December, Hcilag- 
maiiotli. And tlio winds lie named thus: that called in Latin Subsolaiius ho 
called Ostroiiiwiiit; Durus, Ostsimdorou ; Euvoiiustor, Sundo.stren 5 Auster, 
Suiidi'on 5 Aubfcroafricus, Sundwostren; Afrioita, Westsimdren ; Zepliyrus, 
AVesbroii; Gliorua,Westnordroiij Ciroia 3 ,Nordwostrenj Soptonrio,Nordron; 
Aquilo, Nordostreu i Vulturnus, Ostiiorcton, 


Ills DEATH (814 A.D.) 

'rewards Llio close of his life wlion ho was weighed down with illness and 
old ago iio eallod to him his eon Louis, tho king of Aquitaine and last sur¬ 
viving sou of llildogai'd, solomiily assombliAl the Frankish nobility from all 
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ovGV the ]vinj?(1oin, aiul ’willi Uic umiiiiinouH consoni appoiiiLcTl J.ouis liis 
partner in Uni wliola Iciiifi'tloin aiul licir of the imperial title. Then ho placed 
the royal nrown on Ins Ijcnd and decreed that lie nIiohU! be sainted jis 
om])oror line! ungusUiH. All those who were iirosent hailed his doing tliis 
with imich aeeliiniiition, for it Heoincd ns if the king were divinely inspired 
for the welfare of liia kingdom, l^or did ho not by Lliia net onliu-ge liis own 
majesty and .strike no small terror into the nations abroad lie disehargod 
his son to Aquitaine and thou, old us ho was, sot out for the cluiso as was his 
wont in. tlio neighhonrliood of the piiUice at Aachen. He sjHUit wluit re- 
mained of Die autumn in Utis pursuit, and thou returned to Aaehon early in 
November. 

During the winter in ilio month of January ho was seized with fever and 
Look to hia bed. lie at oneo pi'oseribod for liimsolf, iiH ho always did wlicn 
he was utbaoked by fever, an abstinence from food, thinking that by ii priva¬ 
tion of tlii.s kind iho disease might bo bauisliod or in any case roducod, but 
the pain, ineroased until Ills side was inllumod (tbe (tiocIcs call it “pluiirisy 
Yet ho coiititinod to starve himself, keojung liiin.solf alivo by an occasional 
di’iiugUt until the sevoutli day after he had taken to hU bed. lie thou ro- 
coivod Uio holy oommunion and died on the 28tb of Juniniiy at nine o’clock, 
in the Hevcnly-socond yonr of his ago and ni the i'orby-Hoventh year of his 
roign (Bid). 

They aolcnunly washed and tended lu.s body, laying it in the church 
whoro it was Iniricd amid llio gisavt grief of iho wliolo njiilon, At lirsl men 
doul)Lod whore lio ought to rest, .sinoo ho him.solf in Iuh Hfoiiino bad left no 
dii’Goiions in tlio inattor. At lust the niiiid.s of all wore Hatisliod tlmt nowhere 
could ho more fitly bo buried than in that chureh wldcli bo luul built at ins own 
coat at Aaoliou from Ida love of God and our I*ovd .Tohus CliriHl aud to Uui 
glory of Uio over blessed Virgin Ins mother, lloro then bo was buried on the 
same day that he (IUhI. Above his lomi) was erected a gilded monnmoul witli 
his elligy and Litlo upon it. 'riii.s fainons title runs thus; 

XfNimu Tifcs tomu runs Titn 3iUT)v ok 
O riAUl-KH THIC (JKKAT AND OUTlfODOX JOMlMCUOlt 
Wiro ClOnUK^USIA'' ENTiAllfilCI) THI'J IIKALM OF 'Pllli] XOtANICH AND 
FOU’l’UNATfiLY OUDKUKD TUI? KINOUOM FOll FOII'L’V-HFVICN YEAllH 
niC HAD TUI? AOIC OF HEVKNTY WHEN HE DIED 

.TAN. XXVIII IN TUI? YKAlt OF OUtt DOUD DlJOO XIIII 
INDICTION VII 


POIITENT.*! OF OUABLEMAGNE’B DEATH 

'’riieve were many portents of his approaching death, for not only olhors, 
Init llie king liim.self felt Uioni. During the Avholc of bus last Uiroo years tbore 
were eclipses both of the sun and of the moon, and eortain sj)ots of blackish 
luu! wei’G seen in the sun for the spueo of seven day.s. 'J'lio portico wbieli lie 
lunl Inilll with great labour between the ohureli and the pahieo fell in a Huddon 
and complete ruin from top to bottom on the day of tlic* asuension of our 
liord. 

Also tlie u^ooden bridge across iho Rhine nt Mainz —which it liad (akon 
llio king leu years of iminoiiHe labour to con.atruot, a ivnrk so marvellous 
that it seemed aa if it would ciuRiro forever — ehuiiced to catch lire, and was 
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ijurnctl to a cmdor in three days, so that not a Miiglc remained beyond 
what wa.s protcoted under water. Again, when the Idng was in Saxony on 
Jus last campaign against Godcfrid, king of the Danes, ono day when the 
march had begun and lie had left the camp before sunrise, he saw fall suddenly 
roin Jmaven a bla/iiig torch that flasliecl through the clear sky from right to 
left. While al woiidorecl wlmt this might portend, suddenly the king’s horse 
fell right upon Ills head and hurled his rider with .such violence to the ground 
that tlie pm of his mantle was broken and Ws sword belt burst. His attend¬ 
ants rushed up and loosened his armour, and with some help he was induced 
to rise, iho javelin wluoh he clianced to hold in his hand at the time was 
thrown from Jus grasp a distance of twenty feet or more. Nor is this all. 
1 ho pahico of Aaohen was visited with frequent shakings, and tlie ceilings of 
the houses m whicli he dwelt craeked constantly. The duircli in which he 
was arterwavds buried was visited by lightning, and the golden apple witli 
wlncli tlio apex of tlio roof was embellishod was 
wi-cnchod iiway^ and hurled away over the adjoining 
house of the pric.st. In this saino church, on the ring 
of the eurnieo which ran round the interior of tlic 
building botwoon the upper and lower arclies, there 
was an insoription in red ohallc relating who was the 
founder of the churoli, the last line ending with the 
words Karolm PHnoqn. It was noticed by certain 
jiorsons that in the sanio year as that in which ho 
died, a few months before tlmt event, the letters 
sjiolling PrincepB wore so oblitoi-atod ns almost to bo 
invisildc. But the king oitlior concealed his feelings 
ivliowt ivU U\eBe wavuinga {vom on high, or olao ho 
scorned thorn as in no way relating to liimsclf. 


nifi WThli TKSTAMRU'P 

Charles intended to make a will in wliieli he 
iniglit pvovido to soino extent for liis daughters and 
the children ho had begotten of his concubine.^, but 
ho begun it late and it could not bo coinplolod. 

Tliroo years, however, boforo liis death ho made di¬ 
vision of his treasures, his money, his garments, and 
other eliatlolH, in the presonco of his friends and of 
his .sorvanls, making them witnesses that after his 
deatli the distribution made by him should take effect 
and be r.atilied by their as.sont. What ho wished to 
bo done wiili each portion he sot down in an abstract 
of wliicli t])e argument and text is as follows: 

Description and division made by tlio most glori¬ 
ous and most pious prince, Charles, emperor, angustus, in the year of the in¬ 
carnation of our Lord Jesus Christ 811, in the forty-third year of liis reign in 
I'h'amsia, in tlio thirty-seventh of his reign in Italy, in the eloventli of his use 
of the imjierial dignity, and in tlio fourth indictioii. 

Whereas a pious and prudent conaidevntioii urged him to make and witli 
the Avill of Clod to conpdete this division of the valuablos and moneys found 
in his Ironsury on tlmt day. And whereas the said Clmrles was niostaiixiou.s 
and eager to provide that botli the cualonTiiry distribution of alms which is 
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duly mado liy Cliriatiaus from ilioir possossioiiH should bo given by luiuself 
from his iiioiioys as is right uiul befitting, and iilso that liis hoirs, Jiaviiig all 
sense of doubt removed as to what holongs to thoin, might bo able to know 
clearly and niako division among tlionisolvos in duo appoiiiLnicnt without 
strifo or oontontion. Now this inclcnturo witnossclh liis will and purpose that 
all his goods and diatiols, wUothoi* ot gold or ailvor or precious stoiiGH or royal 
ornaments, aiioli as can bo found on the (iforoyakl day in liis treasury, bo divlchjd 
into tUro(5 portions, to be again divided, two of them into tAventy-oiie parts, the 
third portion to bo kept ontiro; the reason of tins division of two-thirds of Llio 
property into twenty-one parts benng because Unit is recognised to bo tlio num¬ 
ber of metropolitan ciUos in the roalin, and of tlwso twenty-one parts one iy to 
be given by liis heirs iind friends to each metropolis us a gift of alms, tlio arch- 
l3lshop hoing at that timo at tlio head of llmt churoli to take up the portion 
gi’iintcd to his church and divido it AVith his suffragans iu those proportions 
— one-third to bo rotninod forJiis own <;lmrch and the remaining two-thirds 
to he divided among miffragans. 'I'Ueso porliouH of the first thveofokl divi¬ 
sion, twonty-ojic in juimbor, that hoing the number of tlm nndrnpolitaii cities, 
to bo KO])arated from one anotlior, and each to ho stored distinoi iu its own 
depository with tlio muno of the city upon it to wliich it sIuiU bo oonveyiid. 

TJie names of the motro[K>liliin cities to wliich lliis grunt of bouiily sliall 
bo made avo; Homo, Havonna, Milan, Kri\ili, (IraU, C'-ologno, hlaiiv/, Jnva- 
via, also nailed iSabkiug; Troves, fiuss, licHim^oji, l^you.s, Kouon, lihoims, 
Aides, Yiouno, MoutioiH iu the T'arantuiso, Kin))riin, bordoaux, T'ours, 
liorgQS. Aud of fcho oiio-llurd poj-tion which is (o bo kept iiitaoL this Hludl 
1)0 Iho difitrilmtioii, the other two portuins being rtssigmul according to the 
aforoinontioned division and soenrod under soal: this third portion to bn 
UHOcI for daily ronuiromcnls as property in no way tninsforrod by di 8 i) 08 al 
from tho power of Iho possossor, and to oonliiiuo as long as lio livoa nr shall 
tliink its piissesslon uoeoasary lo him. But aflor his doatli or voUiuLary 
rcnuiioiation of worldly estate, to ho divided into four pfu’tions. Of these 
tile lirsl to bo added to tbo afo'cincntionod twonty-ono portions; Iho socoiid 
Lo bo aimortionod to his sons and daugUtevH and thoir chilcli’on, l)eing divided 
among thorn in just aud voasonablo proportioiiH; tlio tliird Lo 1)0 a])pliod to 
tlui UQody iu truo OUriHtiaii fasliion, aud tho fourth llkowiso as a gift pC alms 
to bo dohvorod to ami (liHtril)uled among tho iiiou-Horvants and maid-sorvaulH 
forming tho housohold of tho palaim. And nioroovcr it is heroin further 
unjoiiiud that Lo (-Ida ono-third portion of the wliolu, wliieli lilco tlio rest con¬ 
sists ill silver and gold, sball ho added all tlio vessels and ntmisils in use iu 
tluj various departments of the liouselmld, whethev of bviiBS or iron or oiluiv 
metal, togotiior with all tho arms, clothing, and oilier matter valiuiblo or neg¬ 
ligible, to wit, hangings, eovorlels, tapestries, hair-olotlis, loaUuir work, cush¬ 
ions, find wliiitover else sluill bo found in liis ehosts or wardrobes on that day, 
it being tlioreby possible to make more numerous divisions of this portion 
aud Giiiihle a greater numbov h> nhave in this diHtribulion of alms. 

And moreover ib is enjoined iluit his chapel, by which is iniMint all tliat 
I)orlums to the sorvico of the ehureh, sliall rcnuiin whole and iiniiupaircd, 
both such nialtor as he himself halli created and gathered togotlier, and also 
that which doHiionded lo him as his fatlior’K heir. And whereas tliero luny 
ho found vessels or hooka or other ornaiuonts wliieli are oloavly soon not to 
have boon brought by liiin into iho said chapol, Uiesu voshoIh or books or 
olhei' oriuunonls hIiiiII bo bought at a jiiat valuation, and possessed by any 
person desiring to acipiiro tliom. And with regard to tho liooks, of which 
lie oollcoted a vast number in liiif library, it ia likewiao ordained that they 
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bliall bo ijurdijised at a just valuation l)y those desiving to buy them, the money 
so rocoived to be distributed among the poor. And with regard to three silver 
iiibloa and a golden one of great size and weight among the rest of his treas¬ 
ures and money, it is willed and decreed as follows i and first the table of 
square form which bears upon it a plan of the city of Constantinople, together 
with the rest of llio gifts appointed for this purpose, shall be carried to Rome, 
to the clmrcli of St, Peter the apostle ; the second table of round form, 
cmbolliahud with an image of the city of Home, shall be talceii to the Episco¬ 
pal eiiureh of liavoniia; and the third, wdiich far surpasses the others 
in tlio beauty of its worlcmansliii), and tho massiveness of its weight, and is 
mado of throe connooied discs on whioh is comprehended, in a configuration 
most intricate and niimitc, a plan of the whole world — this, together with 
the aforesaid tablo of gold, shall bo an increase for the portion to be divided 
among bis lioirs and to be distributed in alms. 

This disposition and Hettloinont was made and decreed in tlie presence of 
tlioso bishops, abbots, and counts who wore tlicn able to lie witnesses, and 
thoir names are as follows : 

Jlishups; llildohald, Jliclmlf, Arno, Wolfar, Bernoin, Laidrad, John, 
Tlieodiilf, tlosso, Ilaido, Waltgaud. 

Abbots: I'h’ederick, Adalung, Angilborl, Irinin. 

Oouuts i Walaelio, Moginher, Otulf, Slojihon, llm’uocb, Burohard, Wogin- 
lull'd, JIaUo, Uihwin, Edo, ICrcaugar, Gerold, Bero, llildiger, liucculf. 

Bonis, tho son of Cliarlos, who by divine order succooded to him, having 
sorutinused this saiiio absinict, executed uU tho introductions therein con- 
lainod with all possible despatch, and with the most loving fidelity, as soon 
as the king was deadJ-* 

»So (3iids tho life of Ohuvlofl tlio Crroat as told by Ins devoted servant and 
(‘ontoinporary ICiuhard. Bet im now roviow tho sumo ground from the stand¬ 
point of one of tho greatest of inodorii historians, unci soe bow tho iiguro of 
the groat king and tho structure tliat lie roared have grown across the Siadow 
of a thousand years.« 


C4iic.siointEonT on ohaulks tub okeai’ 

ICveiy iiidopcndent power that still dared to assert itself in tlio forinor 
kiiigdimi of the I\torovingians was subdued. In Aqiutiinia ii heroditiuy 
dukedom still existed, whicli Pepin had attacked but not conqiiorod; Cliarles 
put an end to it. 'L'ho Bretons liad resisted tho autliority of the Frankish 
kings for eonturie.s; after a long struggle thoir resistance was broken. 
Bavaria still existed us an indopoiulent dukedom under tlio Agilolfingor 
'Tassilo, ami evuii in PopiiPs time tliore had been a dangoroiis uprising j 
'ras-sile was liuinblcd, and, although lie roUviiiod his power for sonio time 
longer, lie owed it only to tho personal frionclslup oP Charles and to the 
inlerventiou of tho pope, lie finally had to give up and retire to a inon- 
astoiy. 

It was a vital question for the now royal house, whioh had founded its 
liowor ahovo all on Ihoso parts of tho Idiigdoni that had remained German, 
lo put an end lo tlio frooclom of the Saxon race. At war with tho Franlcish 
Icings for eontiiries and often defeated in bloody battles, the Saxons had 
nevortlieless ai'iseii after ovoiy defeat, and in reconlyoara had even gradually 
extouded their domiiiioii in the southwest further towards the land of the 
Franks. Every uprising against the F'mnWsh royal power found a ready 
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siippoj'l- in tluini, Uio last frctj {lonnaii racjo. In the hi^t years of Jiis life 
Pepin had huen iucessantly at wai’with this people; (HuiYles roecivod the 
iviiv as nil inlioi'ilunco from liis father and was dolormined to bring' it to uii 
end at any price in order to nsaiiro royalty and tiio Ohristian religion among 
all Gormans foJ' all time. Jn tlio conqiiest of the hist free licatlioii (Torinaii 
race lie saw iho great work of hia life. 

half SI niilloniiium the iiitorniil ndation.s of ilio Saxons, ivlio had 
remained in tlicir ancient scjils, laid niulcrgono no csHoniial claingo. The 
ancient popidiiv lilicviy had maintained iUolC lioro agsimst the uionarchy, the 
aiifiient religion sigJiinst Chriatisxnit}", and Iho ctistnnis of tlio foi-erathers had 
heem laithhilly ^n'uscrved; Uio ol that ‘time wevo still thu jipniTiine 

sons of the CJioriisoi whom f lormaim laid led sigsiinst tlics ilonnins. 'Die land 
was divided into a liniiLod group of dislriclH or connlioH (Guui’')^ wliieh W(5re 
governed sis in former times l>y princes (^Gaicfilnien\ clioseii by the coin- 
iinuiities to administer jusUoo iind load the army, 'rhoro wii.s no coinmou 
lioad for ilui outiro iiouple, but tlioro was a grout annual nationiil {iswcmbly, 
at Hlavklo on tiui Wosor, to which dologsites from tlio three free estates of 
tbo people can^c I'l'oin all tlio distvieU. [[ore common ivffiiivs wove discussed, 
war and ]»oiieo decided upon, and leaders {JlnzUffc) choson when the army iciis 
lo ho led against an eiieiuy the lujuh T’ho free men of iho Jiiitieii 
wei'o divided into (hreo ranks, the nobles (/(.W/fjo/c), who were powerful luit 
not very nunuiruus, the I'roomon, and Ibo serfs, a Jiumoroiis eliiss of depondent 
men wl'io held no propeirty but enjoyed liberty of jioJ'Hun. (ioogrnphleally 
the H.ixnns wore divided iido the Wostfuleii (AVestphalians), on tho Sieg, 
Ruhr,and hippo and both sulos of tho Kiuh; Iho Engor on botli shoros of the 
Weser, as far as the hoiiio and Uio Ostfalou (Eastpluvlians), in tlm torritoiT 
oxtmuling as far us tiio Klbo. A furllier division was formed by tho Novd- 
albingcu’ or “north people” who still remained in poHsession of the right 
side of the lower I'hbo as far as the Eider, ic., of Ihoso regions in whioh the 
Saxon name had iirni, boon lieard. 

U was a great luartuil and vuluuit people oC uuiiupaived natural vigaui\ 
full of a wild spirit of liberty and of barbaric cunning, aguiiist whom Charles 
now tiU'Jiod his aims. It was also, to bo sure, a i>eoj)le without Jinn nnily 
and Ktvong cohesion and tliorefore not hard to defeat in separate rmuliats. 
hut all Hopiirato vicLories contributed little (o flm Jina] decision (tf the war; 
district altor district must be .subdued, one eommunity after liiiother sojia- 
riitely anniliilatod. d'ho war that Cliavlcs wagi'd ngainst iho Saxons wns 
tho same war in which tho Homans had onco been dofeated ; it was waged 
against tlie .same tribes and in Iho Hiimo rogioiiH, and it was again a (pieslion 
of Mubjugatiiig Gormaiuc freedom to the iiutliorily of an individual and 
jainiug it to a great empire. At the saino time tho war was now uIho a fight 
for the Christian faith. Charles marched to buttle with tho relics of tho 
saints; missionurios aeconipauiod the nniveh of his warriors. 

Wai’was declared against fins Saxons at the “Jield of May” ('ilfaifcld, 
ohamp do hhu, forniiu'ly Mar/.Ield, ehamp.s do 'Mans') at ^VnrmH in 1hc yiair 
77^. The army ,sot out and first took tlio Ehreslmrg, the principal stroiig- 
h{)ld of the Saxons rui the Dicniol, on tho site of the prosont Stiulthcrge. 
'riicm the sanctuary in the Kggo, whom tho Inniusnl stood—n mighty ti'oo 
trunk which, aciooi’ding to tho faith of (ho Saxons, siqiportcd Iho univoi’so 
— was destroyed. Tim entire country us far a« the Wosev u'us vavuged with 
firo inul sword. T'lie iSaxoiis dared not meet (he warlike I'ninks in ojien 
battle, and as the latter advannod furthor into the cumitiy most of tho tribes 
swore subini.ssioii nnd gave hoslrigOR lo (ho king. Oliristimi prie.sCs at onoo 
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wenb tlu’Oiigli tlio land and preached, along -witli Christianity, submission lo 
the hj'ankiah inoiiaroliy, but they preaclied to deaf ears; hardly had Cliarlea 
loft tlio Saxon boundary when the people rose in mass, retook the Ehresburg, 
uiipturcd tlio .Siegburg on the Kiihr, and overran the territory of Frankish 
occupation. 

In the year 775 Charles had to begin the war anew. He vowed to subdue 
tlio “fiuthless and perjured” nation of the Saxons or destroy them forever. 
Summoning all the nnlilary forces of his kingdom, he invaded Saxony with 
an onornious army. But again the enemy would nowhere oppose the Franlcs 
in open liiitile; only onoo the Westphalians, under tho lend of WiLikind, 
risked a .surprise at night. Amid terrible devastations Charles’ army pressed 
forward to the Oker; tho tribe.s submitted and gave hostages. And still 
the subjugation of the laud was not yot decided. As soon as Charles had 
loft tho laud tlic enemy arose again in hU rear and recaptured the stronghold 
of Siegburg. 

'J’lien Uio king roturned in 770 with an invincible army. 'I'lio Saxons 
iininodiatoly g’avo up all resistance; hardly had Charles reached the source 
of tlio Lippe when they promised to accept Christianity and aiibmifcj many 
iiiiinodiatcly rcuoivod baptism. CharlcH now had fortresses built in Saxony, 
took up his vosidcncQ there for some time and held the “ field of May ” at 
ihrdorliorn in 777. 'i'lio nobles and the freomon of tho hind appeared before 
the mighty king* on this oocasion; no voice of opposition was heard, all 
(lolianoo seemed broken. Tlie Saxon.** rou'od implicit obedience lo the com- 
nmnds of tlio Icing, luid conceded Jinn tJio rigid, if they failed in tliis duly, 
to doprivo them of land and liberty forever. 'The people received baptism 
i]i throngs 5 Saxony seemed indeed conquered. Only Witikind, in whom 
dwelt somothiiig of'tho spirit of Hermann, would not bow down to the Frank 
and sought refuge with tho Danish king Siegfried. 

Nothing toiuTcd more lo hinder Charles in assuring his success in Saxony 
and quickly stroiigLhouJug liia authority there tlian the wars which, as ally 
of tlio pope, he laid to carry on sinmltaiioously against tlio Lombnrds. 
'nu'ough the divorce of his daughter, King Deslaerius had become Charles’ 
most bitter enemy j he Imd joyfully received tlio sons of Carlonmn who had 
boon oxoluded from tho throne, had recognised thorn as kings of the Franks, 
uiid had doiuaiidod their anointment from Pope Adrian. But in spite of all 
l)e.sid(ji’iuH’ oA’ortH to soparato tho pope from Charles, Adrian remained 
‘‘hard as adamant”; ho did not even waver when Desiderius marched 
against Koine witli an army and tooJc the greater part of the cities that 
Popiii had bestowed upon tho aiiostolio see. Tho poim’s appeal for help 
rcaohml CJiarlcss in 773 and he did not delay an instant to obey it. iho 
passoH of tlio iVlpa were poorly defended; Charles maclo his way through 
into tlio iilains of Lombardy without material opposition. Ilore pesidcmis 
rol’u.sed to give battle in tho open field and restricted liimsoU to the defence 
of Ills oitio.s, wliicli liud to be benieged one by oiio. ^ ^ , 

Whily the Frankish army was engaged in these operations Gliarlos betook 
hlm.self uL ICiistor, 774, to Romo in order to show himself to tho city as its 
palricins and to renew in person liis alliance with the pope. He was receivea 
wilU all tlio lionours that wore ciiatomaiy at the entrance of an exarch or a 
l)aU'iidus of the (h’oek emperor. At St. I’otor’s churcli tho popo came for* 
ward to meet him, and to the singing of “Ulesaed be ho that coinotli in the 
uamo of tlio Lord 1 ” both walked to the grave of the apostle and prayed 
together tlievo. Then the Easter festival was celebrated with the greatest 
..pomp, after wliich Oharle.s not only confirmed liis father’s gift lo the pope but 
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made addiUons to it. CLiarloa declared, or lua [iither had douo, that lie had 
not jnado ^viir ui^on tlio Lombards to gain gold or silver, hind or people, but 
simply to proLocL the rights ot the holy see and to elovato the llonuiii ohuroli. 
JJut if the pope conoeivod tlio hope from tliis Unit Charles would turn over 
to St. Potor's all those parts of tlio Lombard kingdom to which Homo laid 
claim, aceording to ti promise made by Pepin but iiover kept, ho was doomed 
to bittor diaappoiiitmont. For when, after a long siege, Pavia was taken and 
Desideriua fell into tlio hands of his oncuiios, Charles received tho homage of 
tlio Lombards and called Jiimsolf thonceforth “ king of tho Prnnlcs and J^om- 
bards.” lJe.sldoi‘ius was sent as a monk to a Frankish inonastevy. 

After ho acquired this oxtonsivo territory iu Italy, Oluvrlos’ relations wiUi 
tho see of Homo wore not outiroly froo from unploaHantncas. flo had buooino 
tJio poworful noighboiu' of fclm popo, who IiiiiiHolf aspired to toniporal power 
here. TJioro was eon.yidorablo friotioii; viirions claims were rai.sod and 
rcjucted on both sides. Ihit in tlio condition of tlio limes it was impossible 
tlmb this alliance should bo tlisauhfod or oven woakcuod. A« early as the 
year T70 it again became appuronfc liuw iiusopaiubly the interests of tlio ]m ])0 
Wore united with tlio poivor of tho Frankish king. Duaidoriiis’ son AdoleluH, 
who had Hod to ConsUintinoplo, was tliroutmiing Italy. lie was supported by 
his broilioi’-in-law Arioliis, tho proiul and .still micomiuered duke of Bono- 
vouLo; otlior Lomlnwcl dukes were in Hooret alliivnco with both. The popo 
was in no lo. 4 s danger than the bTimkish govornmonl. Again tJliarlas Iuvk- 
tonod iioroas tlio Alps; tho tlivoatoiiing danger was (juiokly erushod by liis 
powerful attitude, luid now u])riHiugH woro provonted by a reorgiiniNation of 
nil tho alfuirs of tho I.*oml>ar(l kingdom. Fvorywhere except in yiioleto, 
whoro the pope hviil ohuui to feudal rights, the diieni power was abolished, 
tho lauil was divided into ooimtios, tho Frankish military and judioial sya- 
fem was introduood, political power was romovod from I)i.s)iops and al)l)cts j 
in short, the outivo coustlUtUou of tlio Fraukisli momu’chy was copied us 
olosoly u.s poHsiblo. Four years lator, novorlliolo.MS, Clharlos gavo tho Lom- 
bavd kingdom a viceroy of its own in his livo-ycav-old son Poi>in. Buiiig 
upon its own poeuliar basis, serving a .spoohil puj'iioso and coutinually 
exposed to tho altucks of dangerous onomio.s, the land seomud to need a 
scpiindo govoi'umeiit. 

[Tlio iiiiHiiceoHsful expedition against tlio Moors in Siiain took plauo at 
this time, ami tho ab.sonco of l^’raiiklsh arunos on tho northern froiiiior 
induced the .Saxons to rebel again.] They destroyed tlio newly built 
ohiivehes, the prie.sts were .shiin, the I*’rank.s were driven out and the hh'ank- 
isU turvitory itself was attackod. C'hivrles at oiveo scut a furee. of l^'ranks and 
Ahiiimniii against tho Saxojus, and in tho yojii’.s 77l) and 7H0 tho hiiig himself 
marehod witli a mighty army into tlio soditiouH laud. All the disti'iels Hiih- 
mittod anow and proini.sod allegianoo ami tho aeoeptimou of CJliristianity. 
Bui, taught by sad oxporioiico, (liiarlcs did not tru.sl their promise.s ngaiii 
and pliiuuod moans to enforce obedience. NunievouH I’ortroHses weio built 
about tlio country, o-siieoially on tho Kmiikish hoinulary and along tlio Kibe; 
strong garrisou.s in the.sc slrongbolds coiiliiiod the .Saxons IToiu east and 
west and really mamtaiiiod jieaeo for .some time. (Iharles mado use of 
thi.y period to carry out mcasiiros designed to broulc u]) forever the old 
heathen, cult and the hereditary national freedom, 'rim Prankisli military 
and judioial system Avas now introduooil horo, h.s it hail ^n'oviously been in 
the J/omlmrd kingdom; Lho land was divided into oountius, tho government 
of wiiioh wu.s placed iu tho liands of Frankish lords or of Saxon nobles who 
had .submitted to (Jharle.s. TI/s division of tho laud into bishopries was. 
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also begun. Clii’istian prioats were settled in the country, and the people, 
when iliey did nob voluiitEU'ily iiccept the teachings of Olu'iafc, Avere forood to 
baptism, to eccleaiaatical life, and the ordering of tithes. In the year 782 
the king held a great and brilliant diet at the sources of the Lippo; his rule 
in yaxony appeared to be as unhampered as in his own house. He was already 
laying plana to extend hia own kingdom beyond Saxony to the east among 
the Slavic races. It was on nn expedition against the Sorbs, wJio dwelt 
botwcon the Saale and the Elbe, that the Saxons had for the first time to 
render tlio king military service. Apparently the king desired to give the 
warlike spirit of this people an occupation in a different direction. 

The now regulations of Charlos cut deep into the very life of the people. 
The ancioiit Gernianic freedom bled from mortal wouucls. Too exhausted 
to mainiaiii itself longer upright, it nevertheless still po-ssessed siifiicient 
energy to fight oonvnJscvely agabist dastriiclion. WtjJrjjid noiF reap¬ 
peared among the Saxons and summoned his people to the defence of their 
ancient faith and hereditary right. All Saxony flew to arms; even the 
Frisians joined "VVitikind. A great common determination inspired these last 
clminpioiifl of ancient Gerinanio liberty. Hardly had Charles gone forth 
wliQn tlio whole coinitry was in revolt. The priests were slain, the 
nobles who had submitted to tho Franks were exiled, and preparations were 
inado for u life and death atriigglo. The army sent against tlie Sorbs had to 
turn about ujid march immodintely against Wilikiud and Ins hordes, but 
in tlio Siuitol hills near tho Wesor it suffoi’cd n cojnplete defeat, and rein- 
foroemonts sent forward from tho Khiiie liad difficulty in saving the scanty 
reinnaiiLs. 

Cliarlos himsolf, however, was already on tho march with a Jiow army, 
and again rosistauco scorned to bo paralysed upon liis appearance in j^rson. 
Wicikind gave up .S'axon liberty for lost and fled again to the Hanes. 
As a stern avenger and judge, Charles now called the faitliless people 
to iicoount. ITo domauded tho sumndor of the guilty; 4,600 Saxons wore 
delivered into his hands, and lie had them sm beheaded in one day at 
Vovden, Ihinlcing that, in thia dcapovatc slvuggle, liberty, if cut do^vn by one 
mighty blow, would bleed to doatli at once. 

The Mnal Suhjvffation of the Saxons 

With fearful earnesluosB Charles pursued his aim of completely subjugating 
tho SaxojiH. IJo tliought ho had attained ib with tho bath of blood at 
Verden. Hut humbled ns the Saxons wero by the terrible deed it filled 
them still more with wrath and thirst for revenge against the hrank.s. At 
once tlu 5 whole land was again under anus, and once more Witikind 
rcLurnod from tho Danes. In 783 CliarlQ.s again had to marcli with the 
entire force of his kingdom agaiiiat tho Saxons, who now for the first time 
oppo 80 <l him in great open battles. They did so to their ruin; first at 
Dotmold, and then on the Haase near Osnabriiok Charlos inflicted the most 
bloody defeats on them. The Saxon youths wero slain, tho resouroes of tlie 
laiui began to fail. Without meeting any further special opposition the king 
inarolied on, plundering and ravaging, os far as the Elbe. Nevertheless 
Witikind still maintained tho field against him, until in the years 784 and 
78.0 plundering expeditions of Charles oxhaimtod tho land’s last po\yer of 
rusistanco. 'i’Jion Witikind at the command of tho king appeared in tlm 
palace at Atligny, miulo subniission, and received baptism. Saxony was now 
conquered and Chrislianity and royalty wwo forced on tho people together, 



TIIK TITSTOUY Olf TTOC AVKSTJ^M KAEl'IIlE 

[ 78 j- 70 (i -V.jj.j 

Ululci' puuaUy or (loatli ]).a])tism Avaa roquirotl aiul hoatlien cnsLoin.s wore 
2 )i'ohibited, Xny injury to \\ Chmtiiin priest, any sedition against tho king 
or (lisobedioiKJG of liia conimfuitls wiia duclarcd ft e£i])ital crinio. 

l^'nr Huvcral years tlio stilbieaa of cloalU roigiiod in the liiiul of tho Saxons, 
and Ciiai'les ooiild hogiii to think of dirooting hi.s arms against tho Woiids 
boyond tJio J'hl)o. In (ho yoni’ 78J) ho crossed tho river oanily and ooiupiorod 
ivlLtUo Goiiutry as far as the l^ccno, ilius ostahlishiug ilio hraiilciHU nilo in 
the 1 * 0 ,iir of tho Saxons. Now and then, indood, ficait('rod revolts Hiill In-oko 
out among tlie hitter paoplo, but they wore at once put down with an irtni 
liand and never again booaino daiigerons to h’rankish supremacy. Tho con- 
tiiiiianoQ of Christianity was already tissiirod and tho country was divided 
lip into bishoprics. 

Wliilo Cluu’lcs wfia oxtonding tlio bouiularics of liis kingdom into 
AVendish territory on tlio northeast, groat conqnesls had boon made in the 
aoutheaal as well. A sorios of campaigna against tho Avars in live years 
700 to 70() finally resulted in their complete subjugation, tho oxlmisiuii (jf 
tlio Franlctsh authority far down tho valley of tho Danube, and tlio rcsiova- 
tion of Chrintianity to lands whoro it hud long since died out. 

By tho might of li is arms Cliarlcs Imd doubled tlio extent of liis inhoritod 
kiugdoub by his indoiuilablo energy ho hud crushed all opposUion within it 
and given i(H political and occlosiaatioal instilutioii.s such u uiutyus tho AVest 
luicl not known hIiuio tlio time of the Komaiis. From tlio l^yreiiccs and 
tho h'riHiaii coast to tho oaalcru plftin.s in the valleys of tho Danube, tho 
ISlbo, and tho Oder, fnnu tho JOidcr to tho liigbcst jicaka of tho Apenninos 
strctoliod tho rulo of tho Friinks, grasped in tho imnds of a single man 
to whom not only all temporal ftullioritioH in this wido realm were subject, ])ut 
^vlioin the eutiru clergy nnist also unequivocally uckaowlodgo ns tlioir liuacl, 
T'o all previous oeuUu-ios it had soomeu impossible to bring all tho tribes of 
tho interior of (lurmany under ono rulo, to bond tho stubborn love of liberty 
of all (Icrmuiis to tho authority of a king. Cliarlos Jnul succoodod, and lie 
had at tho same linio rciuiitod luidcr bis sccj)tro tho most inijiortaut hinds 
nf tbo Wostorn Llonian Idaqiiro which Jmil been separated sinco iliu latter’s 
fall. TUo first cities of the rtuclont oiupivo woro iu his possession, Koine 
itbolf recognised his uiitliovity. 'I’lio Htruggle, tho o])poHitic)ii between 
Homan and (lurman had, for ctmlurios, been a sonreo of disturhaiuio to the 
AYest; tins struggle soemod ended, this op])o.siliou amicably RelUed, siiuso 
(loriuun ami Uoimm woi-’o now emlu’uccd iu ono enipirc, received in nno 
church, 

ifi/n? hnpenul (Joromtion m 

'finis the h'rnukittli kingdom had hemv raisod by (.fimvlos to a position of 
world jiowor nf universal importiiiico. iAI(U’ 0 «vcr this truly imperial power 
had ni'istm m the AVest at a tiino when tho b'listorn I'luqiire had fallen into the 
gi'uaLcst dlseredit. For it was just at this Uiiio that tho amhitions Tioiio, 
who laid cnnduuLed the govommoiU, I'or somo time us regent for Jior sou 
an<l had then been dupoaod, luul again usurped power In Uiu most infauious 
miviincr. 

By revolt against her oivii eliild, whom she caused to be Ifiliidud, this 
woman, in opposition to all tho traditions of anlupiity, gained tlio imperial 
title, wbi(3h she euvcvcd with uiisj)oakiibl« sliumo. VVho ({ouhl bhimu the 
papacy if ivil.h a .single blow it now sovcrod forover tho ivcak bond that 
still Hoeiiicd lo foUei' it to tJon.stiiuiinoploV To toll tho truth, tho bishop 
of Boiiu! hardly had any elioiccjert him; ho was forced to turn hi.s baek 
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upon Coustfiiitiuoplo tind lecogiiiao tiie Fraiilciali Icing ns Ms onipcror and 
lord. 

XKg liiat yctii'a of Pop© Adrian passed in poaco, Liit his successor began 
fVinid slorina. When Adrian died at the close of 795 lio was succeeded by 
Leo III, who immediaiely sent Charles tho keys of the sepulchre of St, Peter 
with tho bannGr of liume and requested him to send legates to Rome to 
receive tho homage of the inhabitants of the city. Tlio new pope mndo 
submissioji to tho Prank for himself and Rome from the beginning. He 
coiiccivod tho rights of tlio patriciate as having tho same extent as though 
Charles wore already emperor; be sought u protector and only too soon 
needed tho lielp of one. In tho spring of 799 fierce party struggles broke 
out among the Roman nobility; the pope, attacked and nmltreated by Ins 
cneuiios, iled from tho city and Imrried with an appeal for help to Paderboni 
before tho throne of King Charles. Frankish nobles conducted him back to 
Romo in tho autumn and procured him temporary security from hi.s oppo¬ 
nents ; hut without Cliarlos lio was even yet in danger. And already tho 
king liim.solf was hasLoning to Romo; the establishment of tho Wcstei’n 
ICmpiro was decided. 

When Churloa, at tho Christmas cclobvatloii of tho your 800, entered tho 
church of St. J*otor iu tho robe of tho Roman patrieius, the pope placed a 
golden crown upoii hU head. Tlio oUurcli resounded with the shout of tho 
crowd, “ God hloaa and flavo Carolus Augustus, crowned of God, the great 
and i^aoino onipcror of tho Romans 1 ” l7io pop© fell at tho feet of tho Gor- 
inanic warrior and paid liomage to him in tho same manner as the bisliopa of 
Romo had formorly paid homage to tho Roman omporor at Constantinople. 

Wlion Charlc.s asoeudod the imperial throne of Homo an end was rouohed 
towards which ambitious Gorman priucos had for centurios aspired. Tho 
Gormans had rocoivod from Romo tho first impressions of a groat political 
life, and it was under tho influouco of 1110.10 impres-sloiis that nil tho Ger- 
niauio Ulngdaiufl liavo boon founded, Tho greatness of tho Roman imperial 
Htato, tho unity of its ofliciont ai'inios, tho pomp of tho imperial court, tlie 
majesty of the law wore, and ronmined, tho ideal of tlic Germanic Icings. 
Rvon when, in the West, Uio weakened ompiro of tho ciuaars had yielded 
iimlor tho jmpaot of Germanic hordes, it nevertheless seemed to the noblest 
luadcifl of the latter to bo tho loftiest object of a mighty prince to restore llie 
ruined sLi'Uoture by Ids own power and with his own moans. Bub how was 
this lo be aecomplished so long ns the Gerranu races themselvcB, without 
iiitoriiivl or exLoriial cohesion, woukoiiod luid oxlmusted one auotJier iu an 
alninsL uninterrupted series of wars, and so long as the lenders ruled over 
peoples who, with tlioir defiant love of freedom, resisted any constraint of 
law and any enorgotio sovereignty? So the Visigoth Atawiilf, the Ostro¬ 
goth Thoodoi’io, and finally the first Merovingiansliad Iiad to give up at the 
very first effort tlioir bold plans of ostablisliiiig tho Western Empire; it 
was enough that they succoodod in bringing individual portions of the great 
whole uiulor tlioir sovereignty and forming them into separate kingdoms. 

But the first Govmauic prince who succeeded iu breaking up forever the 
indopeiidenoo of the ooinmuiiitios and in helping tho royal authority to 
the liiial decisive victory over popular authority, and who proceeded at the 
saino time to unite to his kingdom all the German races tliat had remained in 
tlioir anoieiit scats, and join tlioin ag.T,in with tho Germans who had emigrated 
and become roraanised, also at onco took iqj tho idea of the Homan Empire and 
reiJi’osontod himself a.s tho successor of tho old emperora. 

'I'lius for tho first time there soomod to b© a peaceful settlement of the 
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long fltriig’glo botwuoii Romo ami tlie Gei’imins, in wliicli llio quostioii 
involved was loss tho overUu’ow of iUo old-world power than tlio reception 
of tho Gorman races in Urn groat fedoration of civiliHed peoples; loss tho 
destruction of tho former oivLliaation than tho further disaoinination of all 
tho intolloctual treasurea included in and clioriahod hy tho Roman power. 
It was not us ahivos, indeed, conqiiorod by tlio legions of Romo, that tho Gor¬ 
mans had been incorporated in the ompiro; with tlioir arms in thoir hands they 
hud gained tho rights of eitixons and of lords of tho empire, and when 
(hoy liad iillud and transformed ovorything with tho eleinenls of thoir nature, 
tho free dovelopmciitof ovonts placed tho iniporial soeptre of the West in tho 
strong right Inind of a Gorman prince. So Oimrlea entered ui)oii the govern¬ 
ment of that great Gormanic-lloman ompiro into which tho aiioiont Roman 
power had becin transformed. 


Ailvuiiiatration and llcforms of Oharlas 

Ruli Charles’ amhition ns omporor, it is curtain, was not to rovivo tho des¬ 
potism of heuthen Homo ov(5r the world, to call to life again forgotten rights 
of tho aiKiiont emperors and thus ostahlish ahaoliito power for himself. Ilia 
idea of the now power that came to him ns emperor was rather based uj)on 
that religious and political ooncoptioii of the eiipjororship which tlio western 
oliurch had developed in itself. It was rallior tlio theocracy of tho old alliiinco 
limn tho despotiam of the Uonmn imporiul .state Uiat CuniiBhud him tho iniiximy 
which he followed in tho udininistrution of tho worhi powisr intruHted to him. 
In tliu eirolo of his frionds Charles was (jailed King Djivid ; wlicii ooniparotl 
with hia iuipia’ial predecessors lio must bo pbumd not bosido Dm Julians or 
the Flavians, but boaido Constantino or 'riioodosiuH, the foundevs of tho 
Uoinaii state churcli. Thus Iho ideal of Uio now impovial stale is jioLhing 
loss than Lliu Iciugdom of God on oarth, in wliioh the cinporcr is uppointod 
by God liiinsolf us his lioutonant, in order that he jnay, in lujcordaiico witli 
tho divine intentions, guide and govern the people. 

It was ill this souse that Charlos concc.ivod his po.sitiou j in tliis sense lio 
began his imperiul govommout. Soon after his rotuvu from R(uuc lie imd 
the entire body of ceclosiustiijal and <5ivil law in force in his doiuinious revlsisd 
at Aachen and overj^lhing struck out that sooincd (jontravy to tho ciounniiiul 
of God. 'rhoii lie sent out royal messengerH, hot)i eedesiasts and laymen, 
ill all directions to put tlicso improve«l laws into force and at tiie same 
time to require from all subjects of tlie ompiro who luid passed thoir twelfth 
year a new oath of nllogianoo, an oatli which, as was ox^iroHsly em])hasised, 
imposed far higher dul'ios towards liis iiuperial inujosty Lliau the oatli forinorly 
given to tlie king. T’o those iiicsHongerH Cliarlos g!ivo an almost aijostnlio 
mission ; they wore to warn the people /.oaloimly uguiuHl any violation of tho 
divine commands, to enjoin tlio Christian virtues, to romind all that tii(\y must 
somotimo givo an account of llieir livi^s Imforo tho judgimmt throne of Christ. 

Though the Germanic kingdom had from tho huginning a.ssuined somo 
ocolcsiastioiil rights, it scoin.s now, when raised to imperial jiower, to usurp 
almost the plenitude of tJie high-priesthood. And Oluirh's avuh in fact 
frankly designated the “regent of tho lioly ehiireli”; ehureh couneilH not 
only rotpiirod liis pernus.slon to meet, ho HUjiplomenled tlioir decisions, recti¬ 
fied thoir mistakoH, and had overywhm'o tlie deciding vole in them. It was 
ho, in no loss degree, who reformed the (entire clergy of his empire and with 
iiurclonting sturniioas forced upon thorn tho oaiionieal life Avhoso regulations 
were for (he most part talcou Cn'oiii tho uionn.atu5 rulcH of St. Bciicdiet. The 
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legislation of Charles enoroachos everywhere upon the domain of the cliurch, 
and even in the later collectiona of the canon law his laws appear beside the 
letters of iho popes and the decrees of the councils. The pope, although 
the western church honours him as its spiritual head, siiilcs beside this 
high-priestly emi:)eror almost to the rank of first eouncillor in ecclesiastical 
affairs, of head of the highest corporalo body of tho einpivc. 

But it was as Icing of tho Franks, ns coiniiiandor-in-chief and supreme 
judge of his people that Cixarles had attained imperial power; out of the 
military and judicial authority that he exercised over tho free Franks and 
all peoples subject to thorn his whole power had arisen, and would fall to the 
ground if this basis upon wliioh it rested should bo weakened or withdrawn 
from it. If the empire of Charles was to maintain its existence it was alL- 
importaiit tliat tho subject portions of tho realm should at tho same time be 
so fully inoorporatod in the Frankiali iioliUcal system that they could never 
again separate from it —an immeasurable, infinitely difficult task, especially 
as Charles could never think of forcing the despotism of decrepit Borne upon 
his ompiro nor of crushing tho olmracterisUc life of the separate races with the 
weight of his supremo power, of ostabliahing one law and administration and 
like forms of government from one end of his empire to tho other. He 
was withhold from this in tho first place by his ideal of the Christian state, but 
oven more ])y lus own disposition and by the nature of the peoples he 
rulod ovor. If the political creation of Charles was to gain any sort of per- 
mauQucci among pooideg that wore either German throw J\out, or had at least 
boon iiitornally transformed by Oormanio elements, it must proceed from the 
Gorinan spirit, whioh possesses no croativo activity where freedom of devolop- 
mont ia iiot pormitted to tho individual. It must, moreover, cling toimoionsly 
to tradition, and regulate, assomblo, and direct tho powers of the state more 
througli personal inlluonco than through a lifeless mechanism. 

Charles performed this task with a wisdom and greatness of soul that 
will ovor bo astonishing. Mighty and succesafnl as aro his deeds of arms, 
Ilia fame as lawgiver novortJioloss shines with a far brighter radiance through 
the history of mankind. Above the personal and national laws, whioh had 
in part first been codified by his direction, lie established by his capitularies 
—edicts and enaotmonts which ho either promulgated upon liis own decision 
or upon tho counsel of ilio imperial assemblies—a general law of the empire, 
a body of legislation of tlio ino.st comprehensive sorb, whioh not only regu¬ 
lated tho groat affairs of tho entire body politic but oven descended to local 
conditions, in order to adjust them to tho whole. Ho carried through in 
good part the undertaking so long despaired of—of subjugating the defiant, 
Uhorty-loviiig Goriiumio races to a constitution, of making them servo the 
ideal of tho state. A gigantic stop in the development of the German apirib 
was taken througli the logislnlion of Cliarlea, and it must not bo thought 
that because it was a first and therefore rude and awkward attempt it was 
horn of a barbaric spirit. 

If wo rightly regard tho liigliost art of tho lawgiver as consisting in the 
ability to porocivo with a keen oyo every germ of moral life that he meets 
with in tho oii.stoina and institutions of his people, and so to care for it that 
tho luo.st beautiful fruit of which it is capable will be obtained from it, then 
Charles was one of tho greatest lawgivers the world has over seen. No native 
impulse of tho Germanic character was allowed by him to die; every one on 
iho contrary was placed under ciiltivatiou, ennobled, and made capable of 
[)r()ducing more sploiidid flowers and inoro useful fruit. As the Frankwh 
political system in general, asido from its* ecclesiastical elements, rested 
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})i'imai‘ily on u Gonuanio basia, bo loo above all it wuk Gornniino uloiuents 
that wore made imo of in the political creaLiou of OIuu’Iom. TIig coiitoui 
of liiM laws, aside from tlio tiieocriitic adnuxliu'es, is Ihorougiily Gov- 
nuin, uUhongU tho cajdtnliirios as ■well as the national laws ware ■written in 
Ealin. In a eertain sense tlio entire past of the (Torinanio natimis flews into 
thcHO laws, their whole future life Jlowa from iliom. The lloinans cjillocl tlio 
hnvs of the Twelve Tables tlie source of tlunr entire political organisatiou; 
with ecpuvl rigid the (prermans, indeed all tlio iiatitms of Europe, could say 
tliQ saino of the laws of Obarles. Witli veneratiun luul holy awo one opoua 
tho uapiUiliU’iQB ef tlm great emperor, wJiich combined form a Icgislatwo 
work that had a fruitful effect upon many eciifcuries. 'rUe image of tho 
Oarlovingian state is liore in'cseuted to our oyes with vivid aetualily; we soo 
how groat tilings were (lucompHshcd and the higliest strivoii for. 

The atrengest agency in holding the empire together wvw the lioman 
Catholic cliurelij it (UsseininaLod ouo I'uitli, one niorul law, lilce reUgious 
institutions over iiatienH that luul pvevitmsiy been distinct from one iiuoUun- 
in luiiguago, cuMtems, and laws, and eneloHod tlioin in Us ingenious cninpaet 
orguiiisatiou as with a liue-ineshod not. Church eonucils and imporial asseiu- 
hlioa gcuorally mot together, mul in the latter Uu) voice oi tlio clergy 
poHHCHSod tho most woigTit)[ udluonco. T'bo liishops wore r(*gardud as (ho most 
Hkilful ftgouLa in all poUticul uogutiations, they enjoyed a rospoot m^iial to 
that of counts. Like tlic temporal noblos, tlioy were j'ich landownors, often 
lod tlioir rotainovs to ^vlU' in person, and not Holdoin oxidiangod tho ovosim- 
for the sword, Tliough the clergy Imd formerly boon almost cxoliisivoly 
of Itouuui origin, now many (JoruiunH also dovotoil tlmmsolvc.s to tho oloj’ioid 
ostaU); lionuons woro proaeliod in tho (lornuiu language, roiigiou.s Imoks wore 
translated into Goriuaii. In this way the clergy approached noavur to tlio 
pooviliav oharivel,er of the Genuivuic pcophw» hut <iUl not on that uoflount 
servo tho uiuveiml uiins of their oatato and of tlio oinjiire any the losa 
offoeiivoLy, ospeoIullyNiuou thooompaot unum of tlioohuroli luul in nioont limus 
boon nitlior strongtliunnd than weakened. 

A HOdoncl, if not equally strong bond for tho oinpiro, wan tho Frankiyli 
nationality and tlio political institutions Imsod upon it. With their swords 
tho viotoriouH h'ranlcs had gained ooiilrol of the West, had mado tlumisulvos 
rulors of tlie (renmuno aiul hatiii world; tho ompiro, though it oallml itself 
Uoiiuin, was novoi'thele.ss only an extension of tho kingdom of tho I'Vaiilcs. 
Tho Eraiikish king was tlio sovoroign of iho oinpiro; tho (livlsioii.s of tlio 
liittor, tho provinees, ilistriets, and hundrodH, or ■whatevor other provincial 
imnio they may havu borne, were for tho most iiart ruled )>y h'l'anlcish noblos, 
Evorywluu'o throughout tlio wide oxtoiit of the oinpiro pidaccs and eouvls of 
Dio I'h’aiildsh kings, cimtlos and oxtoiiHivo po-Hscssions of tho Frankisli noldes 
woro to bo nuiL with. 'ITio olmiumta of tho Ifraukisli c(uial,itutu)n wore 
iiuposod both upon the eonqiiorod (fornuin liiiulH iiud upon snbjofil. Italy. 
'Tlio l^h'iuikisli jiooplo ponotratml and surrounded Die entire ^Vcsl. with tlioir 
jioUtieal institutiomv, not strong enough to desUoy tlio olher nationalitiofl, 
they had liowovor attained such power tluit they oonhl hold thoiu down and 
make Diem serviceablo to tlionisolvoH. 

As bead of the wo.siorn church and us king oE the b'l'auks Dio miiperor was 
Hiqiionio in ovory way. T'be bishops, choseii always in aeeonlance with his 
will, though not often directly by Jiim, almost soonuid to lio the mere instru-. 
niuiits of his duaigiis. And hi no loss degree Die enlire civil government 
of the state proeoed.s from liiin, lie alono appoints the coiinls, wlio in his 
nsiiiio udministor Die mililavy and judioial aiitliovity in Uioir couuDe.s; their 
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position is inorely that of imperial ofHclals who can be removed or dismissed 
when the common welfare demaiula it. lie designates the royal messengers 
who travel annually in pairs through the various divisions of the empire, 
oversee tho_ onicials, receivo complaints against them, uphold tlie rights of 
the throne in all parts of the monarchy, and maintain a constant communi¬ 
cation botwQon the divisions and the emperor. He is himself the supreme 
judge witli iinliinitod jurisdiction; ho has sole jurisdiction over the nobles 
and can asaumo all juriadiotion over others. Ho has the right to call to 
arms, deuides upon war and peace, leads Iho army in person or appoints a 
coinnuinder-in-chiof as well aa dnltes (^IlerzUge) of the forces of the separate 
peoples for the duration of iho war. Legislation is also essentially vested 
in his hands, although in it he oonaulLs the iraporial assembly and his council 
of Btiilo, 

The imperial assembly consisted of all the lay and clericcal lords, i.e.^ of 
the Ingh court oflieiala, the bishops, abbots, dukes, counts (^Q-rafen')^ and the 
principal men of the royal rotinuo. It met every spring, usually in connec¬ 
tion with tlie great review of the field of May, and its counsel was asked in 
all weighty aft'airs of state or important imperial laws. The council of state, 
liowevor, was composed only of the high court ofiioials, and the magnates of 
iho ompii’o whom the omporor deemed worthy of special confidence, and 
summoned to his prosonco cither temporarily or permanently. In the 
autumn the council of state generally mot for especially important sessions 
which served for the most part ns proUminnry consiiltations for tho next 
imperial assembly, and for this purpose was increased by important servants 
of iho omporor from all parts of tho empire, and hence might be considered 
as a sort of iiuporud aasombly in miiiinturo. 

I'he unoiont works of art and science had made an impression upon 
Charles’ mind at an early date. Ho had wandered in Italy among the ruins 
of tlio great world gono by, and had decorated his palaces and tho now 
churclios in his native land with anoiont works of art, It had thus been 
revealed to liiui that a peculiar breath of tho divine spirit animated art and 
acioucQ, and also out of iho German, songa, doapiaed by others, there waa 
wafted to him a breath of fresh, vigorous, intellectual life. Charles raised 
his eyes far above tho narrow bounds in whicli the western church confined 
art and Hoience, where only tho Homan erudition transformed by the olorgy 
according to its own ideas had hold its ground j lio felt that Christianity 
carried witli it iho tendency towards a universal oiilturo of nianlcind, but he 
also felt that it ought also to assimilate all tho higher hiiellcctual elements 
which wore scattered in the individuality of different nations. Above all 
ho I'culisod, as no one before him, what tronaiiroa of mind were stored in his 
Gorman niothor-tongue, and could bo elaborated from it. For this reason 
ho gave especial attention to tho Gorman language and poetry; ho himself 
worked on tho first Gorman grammar, and was the first who caused tho 
German heroic poems to bo written down. He hold tlie clergy to preaching 
in Gorman to the Gormans, to instructing them in the Gorman language. 
Only thus could tho foundation for a Gorman national oivilisation be laid; 
.Hinoc nothing Ics.s than the civilisation of tlio nation as a whole was the end 
ho had in view. 

'riio idea of a general national culture, which only recent times have 
called to lihj, and that in a very imiiorfoct manner, was in fact Lilroady con- 
Goivod in the mind of the groat emperor. Hut national oulturo could pro- 
ocod only from soholastio culture, altliough tho hitter, wliich had been 
jjvoaorvod almost oxclusivoly among tho clergy, had long worn a predomi- 
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iinntly tlioological oliiiractor. For thal roiiHou alono Cluir](!a was nhlifred to 
nourish and oullivalo tiuK tlicolo^iainp soholarHliijs to wliich lio also iittributod 
tho liighest value, in all dinjolioiis. lie gatlioml Lho first Hcliolars of the day 
at his court, hrijigiiig them not only from Italy hut also from Knglimd, 
■\vhiLhor the now Latin soienoo siml liluratiiro had boon traiispluntcd from 
lionio toguthor with (JliriHtianity, iiiul whore, invigoniLod by fresh nourish¬ 
ment, it had pul forth now hlojuns. CIiarloH himsolf was a most y.caloua 
pupil of tlioHO men whom ho hold up as a Hldiiing ])atLorii for his elergy, and 
whoso ox!iini)le did iiuhmd liavo an umistial iidlueuce. ICvon if tho uinpor- 
or’fl Ihial endw wore far from being jiltaimMl, mwevtludosH sithools began soon 
to nourish in the oiiiHOojial tjhurcjhoH and in the oloistors; the Frankish 
clergy Honii became dintingnishod fiu’ its learning, and even the hiity was in 
Hoino degroo affocLoil by the new iiUelleelual lihu 'rheological litoratiiro 
{igain })ro<Uirted works of lasting iidlnenco. Latin poetry was diligently 
culiivatcid, the (lorman received riiles ami uu aUislie developinontj tho art 
of roliuhlc historical composition which wan able to disLiiigniKli between fact 
and fable, and eoiild grasp great (U'cjits in Uu*ir true ]>oHitinu, grow up thou 
for the lirst tinu^ among tho (lormuim. In all of this almost sohdy tliu work 
of tiio oloi’gy may ho doleeled, which allowed Uself to be dircuded by tho 
mind of tlie omjKU'or. lie tried to remove tho hislmijs and ahboLs from all 
earddy cares, and ordered Ihein 1(j inslall .secular imu'hoiih iih judges and 
nfllcialH, who should oxeoulo jualico ami collect the revenues of lhi» eliaplcrs, 
HO that they LlicmseWcs might follow Ihm Hidritiiul mid intulleedual calling 
with umliv'idod force. 

Milt mighty and induontiul us wuh lho jicsition to which the clerical imd 
civil nobility had attained, the real power of jieople slill rested in 
tho OHtaUi of freemen, which had ever isaiminod the broad fomidiition of the 
(TormanUi political organisation. Only llie Htubhoim force and llio Him- 
pUeity of severe niornlity that still pcrsiHled, (‘specially in the (lerimm 
portloiiH of tlio Frankish monarchy, had preserved the kiiigilom of Lho 
J\Iorovingiaim from (lomph'to dcHlruction ami had luudo the cstnldiHhimml of 
royal power possihlo to the house of JV-inii. Noonekucwhettertlniu (’liavlos 
that the roots of his power lay here and that it would of mssiHsity itself 
wither and disappear witli timni. With indoratigahlo '/cal thoicbn-e li(i kept 
watch that tho esLal (3 of freemen aboidd neither he diminisluul mu’ shorn 
of its rights. Wluiii the luagiiuleH wju'c ovidciilly siriviiig to disphus) the 
HiiuiUev hindholdevs, soi/.o ilioir possoHsions ami thus bring' tli(!iu into a 
dopendent rohiUon, (Jharlc.s o]»poHed them with tlui whole Tons} of liis 
authority and Hti'i<;lly forbade all opju'CHsifui that ennld he einployc.d to tlmt 
end. (llmi’les opposed such oppressive drudj'ory of the fr(U! jmoplo avUIi 
uiu'olouiing Hternnc.SH and regulated by law tlm services that could he 
required of the freemen, 'rim jioorer inon were juirtlally freed from the 
duty of ])(n'«onal military service, several of thoiu lieiiig perinitted to enm- 
hliio to iHpiip 0110 of their number. On the outbreak of war, inoreover, for 
ilio most part only those provinecs that wore near tlio scene of the eonillut 
wore obliged to furnish thoir full eomploiuont of men. 

If, iiH luiH heon assorted, Oliailes was the (udy sovereign of the ontiro 
Middle Ages who })(motvatod Ui any depth the simrcis of ]M)litical economy, 
he could not fail to see that the nonrishimmt and support of tho slate lay in 
tho assured poriuauonce of the middle and lower idiiss Inndowncvs. fi'o ho 
sure, at a time wlien tho inlerual organisation of the state (ionsi.sLod almost 
oxelusivoly in tho adiniiiistriition of juatieo, (Jharles could not carry out any 
groat goiiorivl measui'cs for ilcq oluvatiou of the national welfaro j hut lie 
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uoiild iiiniisli oLliorfi fin cxainplo of how to practise iigriculturo successfully. 
And ho gfivo tluH oxaniplo to tho whole emijiro. Ho was tho best husband- 
man m it> Ids cstalCH woro niodol CBtablishineiitSt he saw to everything" per¬ 
sonally, looked over all accounts himself; and he even roq_uired a report of 
every wolf killed on liis properly. In other directions also ho showed ways 
and inoiinH of increasing tho national wealth. lie directed liis attention to 
tho ludiistrios which, at least in tho Goruiivn provinces, were still carried on 
only by bondmen ; and taught on liis estates how they could be engaged in 
with profit. 

llo Hafcgniu'dod trade, which was carried on in the German provinces 
mostly by Italians and Jews, and ojicnod now routes to it. A highway of 
conimorcc joining Uio Modiicrranoan and thoNortli Sea extended along the 
lllnne. AnuUiur roulo led from tho mouth of tho Elbe to tho middle Danube 
and brunchod tliero in one direction towards tho Black Sea, in tlio other 
toAvards Uio Adriatic. Tlie dovolopmoiit of an extensive industrial activity 
out of Lhoso foundatioiiH of diaries was aloiv and late ; for the moment they 
Avero no moi'o successful than ihoso legal onnctmenls of the emperor Avhicli 
forliade tho frcsoinan all fond and even solf-defonce, and commanded liim to 
hiy cloAvn his arms in timo of peuco. Miglity though the einporor’a arm Avas, 
there still existed u remnant of tl»o old personal liberty and iinpationco of 
restraint Avliioh ovon ho aviis unable to ovorcoino. 

'L'hus the slate ()f Oliarlomagno sought to unite in itself all the different 
olcuionts of political life that had clovelopod in tho Christian-Germanio 
period, fii eombiuutioii they woro to supplomoufc and counterbalance, con¬ 
trol, and gradually to pormoato one another. Tho clergy and tho civil 
nol>ility Avoro iiilondod both to fliipjioH and to watch each otlior. The ofTi- 
eials and the communoa oxtondod to ono another a helping hand, bub at the 
Hiuuo timo Inipt each otlior within bounds. Tlio ovown united the Avhole, but 
it Avas iiono tho less actually, if not legally, roslricted and bound by the sop- 
iirato clomontsoC tho sluto. A certain balance of poworsAvas estahliBheebbut 
its maiiiLcmuioe rofpiirod groat skill and no little oxpeiuliUivo of power. Tho 
)»ighly pDiHomhiy ol Charh>3 mioveodod in ibis in good pari, but bis keen 
iiisiglit did not fail to porooivo how strong woro tho individual interests of 
tho Hcpunito osLaLoa, and liowlwrd it was for thorn to adapt thomselves to 
any legally rcgiihiLod systoin. 

Not ovary tiling Uu’iiodoutaahoAvishod and planned. Tlie political insti- 
tuLion.s of CUiarloH Avoro indoed far from really ponolrating tlio whole extent 
of his dominioiiH; the ideal lluitliovorod before his spirit in fact camo to actual 
loaliHation only in his immedinto vicinity, at his court. According to the 
oculcsi.'istioal and Lomporal cliarnotor of the empire, the person of tho cinporor 
Avas surronuded by a numerous body of court clergy and a brilliant retimio 
of toniporal nobles. At tho head of tho ecclesiastical household stood the 
apocrisiary or areli-chaplaiu; thvoiigli hia liauda all eoclesiaslical niattors 
passed to ilio oniperor, and ho hud also asaumod tho duties of roforoiidary, 
Below him Avns the arclHiliaiioollor, avIio hitor himself gained the position of 
arch-eliajihiin. T’Jio host trained men of affairs, tho most Avorthy servants 
of the church, Iho lirsl scholars of tho timo woro among the court clergy, 
Avliicli was the training-school of tho bishops of tho empiro and under avIioso 
ilirofition also stood tho court school, at that timo the most famous educa¬ 
tional instiUitiiui in tho ontiro West. As tho court oliapol—^tho entire body 
of court cloi'gy — Avas the centre of all ccolosiastical and scientific activity, 
HO too ill the Hupremo court the administration of justice and tho scionco of 
govovninont reached their height, lloro liio omporor oilliei’ presided in por- 
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Hon ni’ w.as ropi’CHoutcd l)y Uio couiil palatino, wlio formed ilio licad of tlio civil 
nobility and throuj^li wliose luiiicl.4 all legal niattors wont to the oinporor. 

For tlio dirout eorvioo of tho Icing’s pernon vaHsalu wore appoiiiturl who 
cjoiild 1)0 looked upon iia models of knightly iraiiiing. At the court of Charlos 
the most distingiiisliod and inlliiontial men from all parts of tho oinpiro met. 
No one came into tho emperor’s preaenco who could not have found there a 
fellow-coiintrynmn and in him an advocate. Service in tho imperial palace 
wi\a nndor the atvietertl. i-ognlatiousovorythuvg was exactly fitted tegothor, 
in order to be of mutual tulvanlage. The older mon rcooivod ftHHiMiance and 
Kiinport from tho younger; the latter found precept and example in theiv 
(*ldorH. So (ho court was not only a training-sobool for tlio clergy, but in no 
leas degree for tbo unlHllly. Tho noble propriety and courtly manners which 
wore later a distingiiiMlii}ig oluvractori.stic of Iciiighthood, Hoemed to have had 
tliolr befihnilng at the court of Charles. 

Liko tho stars about tiio sun tlio paladins wore grnnpud about the groat 
emporor, who ovorsliadowod thoin all. Not indeed, through brilluinoy and 
jioiiip of extoriud appeamnee did he o.liavm the oyes of those who iqiproaohcd 
him; but about Ids tall, <lIgniliod liguro played a da/,/.ling glorv as of some 
higher light in winch the cIoiumu'Sh of liin groat spirit Hoomed to I'luUato, 
'’J'hoso long, wliito locks which adorned his head in old ago, tlio groat pierc¬ 
ing eyoH, the oivlin, Hoi'ono brow, Uio powerful figure, aged \)ut hUU not lack¬ 
ing in grace — this wliolo picture not only iinju’intod itself douj)ly upon his 
contemporaries, i)ut liisLory and tradition liavo hold fast to it in all limes, and 
lo-day thore i.s not a youth wlio has not reooived tlifit ijjiprossinn. Many 
ambitious sovoruigns have appeared in tlio thouHaJid years sinne Ids time, but 
none has Htriveu to\vii.rdH a Iiighor ideal tlian to ho planed he.side (‘'hiirloniagno; 
witli this tho holdusl coiiquorors, tho wisest paoi/ie jjrinoes l)avci conlenl(3(l 
lliemHolves. 'L’ho Froueh cliivah*y of later tiiuos glorilied (Iharles tvs llie livst 
kniglit, (lornian cilixoiis veiioratod him as tho 2 )atornal friuntl of (ho people, 
and the most Just of Judges. T'ho C’-atlmlio church placed him among its 
saints; the poetry of riU nations in tlie sucoeedijig ages has repoaledly 
received strongtli nud vigour from his mighty uppoaraiieo. Never perhaps 
lies a I’ichor life proeeodod from tho activity of a niorlnl iniim 


/hiBt 0/ C/iaWrs 

Tn (ho Inst years of his life (llnirIo.H \vu.4 less occupied with military oigcr- 
jirises tlnin m the earllor ])criod. Ho turned oyer military glory to his sons, 
Clmvles, l’e]iiu, and houis, with wliom lie UHsociated cajjablc genovalB as 
advisui'H. rujnn, in Italy, luul to conduct many a campaign against the 
armies of the (Tvcciiin emperov, Nicephnrus, who had dctlivoued Irene j it 
was not until 812 tiuit tlio court of Ily/.aiitinm voeognisod Clliades ns omporcr 
and tlio boundaries of tho hiastorii and Woalerii ompiroa were Hottlod, At 
about the same time, too, tho jnincipality of Honovento iiniilly suhmitlcd ; it 
rcimiinod umlev Loinhai'd prinrofl, hut they hud to ])ay tribute to (lliiirlcs. 
In tlio Alps and the valley of tho Daiiuho nfl'iiirH wore more easily and ([uiekly 
settled after Popiii had destroyod tho kingdom of tho Avars. The frontior 
next tlm Avars, the mark.4of (/orintlua uiul Kriuno, gained a linn ontliuo, and 
tho Shivs living within and along those Ixmiidurics recogniHcd the sovereignty 
of tho h'runks. In Ohavlca, the omporor’a oldcHt aon, also made wav 
upon the Bohemians and the Sorbs ; thoy woro Ininiblod, and for snjinrviHioii 
of them the I'h’ankish mark on tho upper Mam and tho T’huringiun mark on 
the iSaalo, (lora and llnsfcnd', worcfcstnblishod. 
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More stubborn and dangerous were tlie wars against tlio Arabs in the 
sontliwosl of the oinpiro. The earlier conquests of Charles had been lost 
again, and in 793 the Arabs had even crossed iho Pyrenees and attacked the 
Prankish dominions. Put in 797 a Prankish army, under the command of 
Louis, again succeeded in penetrating far into Spain, and four years later 
Barcolona fell. ^ The foundation waa laid for the Spanish mark and its extent 
was gradually increased by a aoriea of .successful campaigns. At the same 
time the small Ghrigtiau ataies that had been formed in the northern moun- 
taina of tlio land arose to innnM defence against the iniidels. Tlie kingdom 
of Astiiria now for the firafc time gained an assurance of permanency under 
the brave king Alfonso 11. Oviedo waa built as a royal city and Compostela 
arose over the grave of the holy apostle James whose bones had just been 
miraouloualy discovered there. The veneration of St. lago di Compostela 
and tliQ courage of tho chivalroua Alfonso then inflamed the Spanish. Chris- 
liana to further succesfiful undortakinga. The deeds of Charles gave the 
first inspiration for their victories, and Alfonso, who called himself a servant 
of tho omperor, laid liia choicest booty at Cliarles’ feet. At the same time 
tho Basqiioa, Pamplona, and all Navarro cut loo.so from the alliance with 
the Aruba by making temporary submission to the Pranks j and along the 
Ihdoario IhIos, and on the coasts of Corsica and Sardinia, Frankish fleets were 
already fighting Arab pirates with some degree of success. 

Unquestionably tho Prankish arms had proved themselves far superior 
to tho onco feared prowess of tho Arabs. But tho empiro was now attacked 
by now enomios wlio stormed upon tho northern nmiks with fearful might 
and wild violonoo, seeming to gain an access of renewed strength in the heat 
of battle. Those enomies wore the Danc.s. In earlier times they had 
appoarod ua friendly and closely related brothers of tho German peoples ; 
blit Ohi'istianifcy and tho compact union of t)io Prankish kingdom formed 
a strong dividing wall botwoon the Gorman and the Scandinavian peoples 
and turned tlio blood and racial friondship into the bitterest enmity. 
Unquenohablo love of freedom, daidng, and heroic courage, inexliaustiblo 
natural vigour, ivilcl lust of booty — all that had onoe made the Germans so 
fatal to tho Homan Empire was turned now with these sons of tho noithland 
against tho Hoinan-German sovoroigiity of Charles and threatened it with all 
tho greater danger since tho Danes wore skilled in naval as well as land war¬ 
fare j while tho Pranks, who had for a long period fought only on land, must 
first learn to do battle on tlio unstable element of the wave.s. IVitli tho help 
of the seafaring Frisians diaries fitted out his first fleets, and as Prankish 
Hoamou wove already fighting in tho Meditorranoan to protect the shores of 
Italy and Gaul from tho Arabs, so too Prankish ships were soon seeking to 
defend iho coasts of tho North Sea from the attacks of the Norse enomies; 
hut the Pranks never became thoroughly familiar with naval warfare. 

Tlio wide empire was now protected against tho neighbouring lands and 
peoples by a coraploto circle of strongly fortified and well defended mai’ks, 
fiitnilar to dykes for tho protection of a carefully tilled plain against the rush 
of wild floods. Tho Prankish vassals settled everywhere here f^or tho defence 
of tho boundaries formed a standing military force, always on guard against 
tho near oiioiny and therefore also relieved from all servioo in other parts of 
tho empiro. These vassals, called Marhmanneny were tlius a sort of military 
colony on conqnorod ground, and wore under their own counts who were 
clotlied with oxlonsivo plonai’y powers and were chosen by the emperor from 
tho bravest warriors among his nobles. These counts were called markf/rajen 
[licnco our word marquis]. “ 
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WJioii Oliai'lomiigiio loH Inn oml approacliin^^ ho plaood Iuh youii^^csi kou 
L ouis, 1)13 solo lioir fiftoi' tlio oarly doiiUi of C/liai’los and Fopin, on tho throno 
bosido liiin and witli his ow^n Imnda act tlio iniptiruil orown iiiion his head at 
Aiuilioii [Aix-la-Chapollo]. l''oiir monUw lator il\o world inonmod Uio doabli 
of iho gi'oat cinporor. On tho 28tli of .Linuary, 814, Cliavloa diod in hi.s 
palacQ at Aaohon, in tlvo sovonty-aocoud ycnt of hia ago and LUo fovty-aixLh 
of bin reign, c 

TIIW L15(1KNI>A11Y OUAKTil'l-MAaNl? 

Soai’ooly had llio groat oinporor ])ua.so(l away whon tho Nobor truth of IiIm 
achiovomonta took on tho tonoa of tlio niii’a«uloii.a, and tho hmtoric Oharbs, 
too groat to coinprohoud aa lio roiilly was, liooaino tho oontro for all tliat 
woidtli of logond which grow into tlio ojnc pootry o£ Yranno. In tho your 
888 a gari'iilouH old monk in tlio inr)imHtory of St. (hull on tho upper Uliino 
Kjcordcd lu« vGi’siou of the iiivaHioii of fxmihardy, and lUrough Iuh wovda, 
which tJio tlicino rciulor.s ologucuit, ono can hoo for tho Jii'Ht tiiiio tlio picturo 
of tho Clmrlcniagno of tho Middle Ag('s.« 


Monk of iS'/or/y 

AVith DcaidoriuH (in Ihiviu) whh Otkor, one of KaiTw groat nobloH, who 
had Hod the wrath of Iho dread king eonio yearn hefovomul had found refuge 
with Dosidoi'ins. Now on tho approach of tho terrible luirl, thuy climbed 
into a high tower from which they could aoo in all dircctioiiH. 

Tlio advance guard appeared, stronger than all tho arjuios of Diirins or 
of CiuHiu’; and DcHidorius asked Otker, “Thinic you ICarl is with this great 
iivinyV” IluL ho replied, “Nob yet.” Then lie saw tlio van of the iiriiiy 
drawn from all iiavLa of tho wide empire and ho said to Otkor, “ Surely tho 
conquering Karl is in that host.'’ Uiit Otkor miid, “Not yul.” 'riien \)mU 
dorin.s, in growing alarm, cried out, “What enu we do if slill more come 
witli him ? ” Otker ropUed, “ You will soon heliold tho nuumcr of his com¬ 
ing ; hut us for us, I know not what .shall befall.” And lo, while Ihey yet 
spoke there appeared, wave after wave, tho uuiltitude of hl.s luuuschcld ser- 
YuulH. “That is Karl,” cried J)e.sideriuH in terror, lint Otker said, “Not 
yet.” Then oaiiie the liishops aiul uhbotH and ehapiuiiis and thoir train, and 
the dii/.eil and treinliliiig king, Hlainniering witli fear, enlled lo Otker, “ hot 
us go down and liiilc in the earth from the wrath of Uum ierrililo foe.” Hut 
Otkor, who in his beltor days had seen tho power of Karl's iiieomiiavalilo 
urniH, answered in dread, “ When a harvc.st of steel ooinon waving in the liolds, 
and the I’o and tlic Ticino dash wivvca black with Htool ugainst tho city wall, 
then Karl is coining.” Seanu) had lie Hpokon wlicn in the north and in Uio 
west they saw his ouuiing, dark and cloiwIUko, aticudod hy shadow that 
ochpsod the oleat* day. 'rium an tho king drew nigh there came a Ihisli from 
gleiuuiiig woaj)ons iliat was more awful to the besioged than any night, 
'riiou they saw Kavl, tlie man of steel, his arms, his iron breast, his liroud 
shonldoi'.H protected by steel harness, his loft liund holding aloft tho iron 
lance, his right ready for iho vielerioUH sword. Hloel lUIcd Die fields aiid 
roads, and shot back tlio rays of the sunj tho people, paralyzed l)y fear, did 
homage to Iho bvistling lanocs and bivvod swords. 

And all this, whicdi 1, u tootldos-s ohl man iiave (old, Htaininovlng aiid 
■with nmiiy words, Otkor siiw with ono swift look, uiid saiil to Dusidorins, 
“ There is Karl, wliom you so long de.sirod to see,” And will) the.so woi’dri 
ho foil lo tlio ground like one dead.*! 



CIIARLKatAaNK m 

[800-814 A,D.] 

iSh&pparcVs Siimynury of the Legends 

III any effort of tlie mind to represent unto itself the personal attributes 
of tho great Caiiovingiaii emperor, it becomes indescribably confused, owing 
to tho double imago presented to the vision by the historic and the legend¬ 
ary Cliarlomagno. To tho mediaeval imagination, excited by the romantic 
strains of minnesingers and trouveres, the last was undoubtedly predomi¬ 
nant. Hia mother, whom Villon colls Berthe aux grans pies (Bertha of the 
largo feet, tho original, perhaps, of tho goose-footed queen still known in 
nuraery tales), daughter of the king of Hungary, the betrothed of Pepin, 
for whom a falao Borblia was substituted by tho officer intrusted to bring 
home the royal bride, is as mythical a personage as Dcianira or Ariadne. 
Her wanderings in tlie forest; her residence with tho good miller of Mans, 
for whom alio spina so gracefully and so patiently; the coming of King Pepin 
when lost in llio ehaao ; his love at first sight for the gentle peasant maid; 
the gradual ddnouement of the truth; the punishment of the traitors; the 
marriage of the lovers, and tho birth of Charles, form an introduotion to 
the life of the hero of Carlovingian romanoG, which romoves him at once 
into tlie region of the fabulous. And when at last be emerges into the 
Iwiliglit land which lies between llio domains of legend and history, lie 
bocoinoH, after the immemorial habit of tho myth, tho nucleus round which 
tiro oonoreted iiinumorablo traditions of wailiko enterprise and religious 
animosity — tho spontaneous products of a time when the iJistincts which 
underlie both arc in a state of preternatural excitement. 

Cliarlomagno, surrounded by his paladins and “dou/.o pairs,” like the 
British Arthur amid his knights of the llonnd Table, formed a much more 
distinoi and fainiliar imago in tho popular mind, than the groat monarch 
wlio sat as a real lawgiver in tho court of his palace at Aachen. And 
probably his relations with Hanm-al-llosliid, and tlie actual incidents of 
tho Saracenic wars, wore allogothor distorted and obsoiu’cd by the legends 
of his campaigns in Spain and the Holy Land, to win from the children of 
the sacYCd vehca ot GaWa^y, the crown of Uiovua, the holy kneo, 
and Llic nails of tlio Into cross. Bui it is through lliis delusive medium that 
the imago of Oharlemagiio has generally been presented to ouv modern per¬ 
ceptions. Coloured by tho prismatic light of legend, myth, and song, the 
form of Llio grcaioat man of early European times assumes to the gazer’s eye 
a brilliant, but strangely changeful aspect. Wo 1111 up, from miiiglod sources 
of Jiinlory and romance, a groat though indiytincl outline; tlio vfist but 
woll-kniL body, tho towering stature, tho “ dome-shaped ” skull, the broad, 
lofty forehead, witli tho “largo quick eyo” beneath, tho snowy hair and 
board which swept his waist, like tho blossoming hawthorn or the dowering 
Inui’Gstinus, the giant strougtli which could cleave a knight in twain at a 
siiiglo blow, from helinot-pcak to enddlo-bow, his famous sword Joyouse, with 
its religious legend ongravon on the blaclo—i>cceni pmceptorum cnatos 
Carolus; his doath.dealing spear, supposed by some to bo the very lance 
wliicli piorcod tho Saviour’s side; liis glittoriug mail of proof; the largo 
robes of oticr-skiii in which ho sat wrapped, while, during tho long winter 
evoning, ho listened to tho hariara et antimimima carmina of his fjivourite 
barda, most probably tho earliest rhapaodios of the NiUlmgenlied ; his 
hearty jovial spirit, tlie outpouring^ of a great, strong, sensuous nature ; 
Ilia bonhomie^ developed in practical jokes upon xiodants and fools; his strong 
common sense, hia oourb(5sy, hia patronage of loaruing, his feats of strength, 
his amours, his restless locomotion, his lifcorioug efforts to write, lus faUmiiy 
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Eoadiiesfl Enr iliown bGiiutifuI but, nnwortliy diuiglilorH whom ]io could not 
boiU’ to loavo l)cjliiu(l, cron in liin -warliko expeditions — nU thoao £onn a coin- 
]dox portrfiiluro moat probably very iinlikothe roiif^b, tough, and shaggy 
old inoiiiiroli,” iia Hit* F. Jhilgravo cuIIh him, who Inid tlio ooiiuagii, tlic onorgy, 
and tlio alvill to govern tliiit wihl niutli-contiiry world. Yet it may bo 
doubled whether aomo modern wnlova liavo not wandered still further from 
the oi'ighial, wliile th< 5 y ignore the lapse of a thou.sand years, and depict a 
constitutional monarch of modern Knropo. “ ICaidi generation, or Rohool,” 
suya Sir F. Palgrave, with some Utile oxaggovation, “has ondeavonred to 
oxhiljit Iiiin as a normal model of exoollonoe. Courtly IVlezeray invests the 
son of Pojhii willi tlio tjusto of fjouiH Quatorze; tlio polished Abhu Volly 
boatows upon the Fraulcish emporev the abatvact perfection of a dramatic 
boro. Ilmilainvilliers, the champion of the nol)lcs.Ho, worships tlm founder 
of horodilaiy foiidalityi IMnJdy discovorfl in the Oaininlarics tlm maxima of 
popular Uberty, Moutostpdeu the perfect plulosophy of legislation.”® 





CHAPTER VI 


CHARLEMAGNE’S SUCCESSORS TO THE TREATY 
OF VERDUN 

[814-848 A.D ] 


LOUia LE DlSnONNAIKE, OU PIOUS (814-810 A.D.) 

CitAULKMAC^Ni'Vs succesaov, Loviwle D4houuwvo,^ dkl ^©atoye VMviiihwl 
proHtig(3 l)y any of his own. Wo may praise his goodness, his •virtue, the 
])unly of his morals, the efforts he matlo from the beginning of his reign to 
rid the court of that licenso wliioh Charlcinagno had allowed to enter, and 
his rO’Gstablishment of tlio necessary discipline among tho monks and secular 
clergy j but lie had not tUo firmness req.uired to maintain authority. From 
the bogiiiiiing ho sliowod a defereuco to tho pope tliat CJmiieniagne-would 
havo felt exeessivo. Ho allowed Stephen IV (olG) to he eleetecl and take 
possession of tho pouUficuto without liis oonsoiit, and was pacified by tardy 
OXCU808. When Stophon came to crown him in Franco, he jiormittecl him to 
pronounce words whioli revealed tlio londcncy of tho holy see to arrogate 
to itself the free disposal of tho imperial crown; “Peter glorifies himself in 
making you this present because you assure him tiro enjoyment of his just 
rights,” 

Tlio papacy was already working for its second deliverance, eager to 
rejoot tlio authority of tho Western emperors as it had rejected that of the 
Eastern. If Oharlcmagno had judged it expedient to divide authority with 
liis sons on account of the extent of tho empire, a. stdl stronger necessity 
existed for Louis le Debonnaire to do tho same. But his division of the 
staies, accomplished at the Reichstag held at Aachen in July, 817, did nob 
differ in any respect from that made by Cliarlemagno, and neifclior brought 
imperial unity into doubt or peril. Two subordinate kingdoms— A(\uitaine 
and Bavaria — were created for Pepin and Louis £Lud\vig]. Lothair, the 
oltloyb son, was associuto omporor, or co-iugoiifc.* 


[1 Though thfl Gonimns i)rolc.^tefl violently ngaliiat galUclsiug thoir Knrl ilor Grosso and Liid- 
■^vlg (W' IToiuine Into Charloniagne mul Louis do Ddbonnaitc, wo prefer to keep tho inoro familiar 
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Louis did iiol iiLtributo tho jippoiutnioiiL of Lolliaii’ us co-rogoiiL and lii.s 
own futiu ‘0 KuuocHSor io his own will iiiul clioico alone, but also to lliat of 
Ills paoplo. Agobavdusfl does not make any inontion of Bernhard and Italy, 
though, ill Llio records, they huvo not boon outivoly oniittod. I'lio chronicle 
iiarraLcs that t!io kingdom of Italy hIiuU stand in tlie samo rolaliou to the 
oiniiiru under hia son us it did under hia father and hiiuHolf, I'lio arrango- 
nionia concerning the two younger aona of ilio emperor Louis were carefully 
wcigliod and considered. Pepin, the elder, received Afiuitaino, (iaacony, tlio 
mark of Touloiiac, and a few wosl-Fraiildah and Burgundian countries. To 
tlio younger, Ludwig, were assigned Boiaria (Bavaria) and Caroiitaiiia (Cariu- 
thia) with iho mark of tho Blavonio Avars, h'lvcli received tho liLlo of king, 
hut groat hLvoss aviis laid upon tho fact that they wore vus.sals of tho emperor, 
and iieiUnn* in war nor peace, nor in any foreign rolalions wIuiLhoovov, should 
tho two youngur hrotlujus act indcpeiidcuUy of the older. Thuir territories, 
again, alioidd not l)c divided up among their descendants ; (‘vcji the voitso of 
their po<i])l(i was eSHcntial to tho choicu of their HiiocesHni’s, 

We can appro(!UiLo the imporlanco of tiuwo dcclsioii.s hy eompaviiig tliein 
with tho ordinaiico of HOO, which notmilly conlomplatial tho oxisluncc of 
three iiuloiuuuhuit reidiuH liound logotliev hy iimtiuil loyally. The idea 
of tho oiupiro as iiiuiUy adopted hy Lliarlemagno was thus iinnly adhered 
to. A ducisioii wim also arrived at, providing for tlio nuiinlmiam'e of Uii| 
in the event of the death of Lmiis witUoul logitiumio hoivK; one of 
liis bi’othora was to suecood liim, .so that jirimogoniture would have heon 
the lusult. Loiiiy reserved to himself absolute power over lii.s .sons for the 
term of Ids natural life. 

'J’liose imperial reHolutlouH have troqiumtly heon iuLorpvetod as signify¬ 
ing a division, wliercius noUiing of tho sort was conUmiplat(Hl, for all the 
rules, as laid down, aiiuod at Urn unity of the empire, wiLli tho exoeplioii of 
a few ooncessioiis made to horoditavy rights. ^ Tlioy were iioLliing more nor 
loss tliaii ail aLtmii])t to co-ordinate tho two principles upon which the empire 
was liased, namely unity uiid tho right of Hucco.Msioii. The right of inherit- 
aiieo was founded upoii long-c.slahlisJied custom, us laid down on the dealJi 
of King Pepin. On the other liami, tho cinpiro was the oiiLcoine of a political 
idea, which had ariHcn siiico that time, and which con.sLitulcd the suhstanoe 
of all power. At that moment the idea of unity was predominant.c 

But these fresh efforts wove afterwards ill Hustaiued, aud already, hy the 
nioveinenb which was agitating tho conliaes of the empire, it was plain tliiit 
tho strong hand of (.Iharlcmagno was no longer there. The Nortiimeii 
rcdouliled their ravages ; the Blayrt enwaod the ICIlic ; tlie Avars rose J 
the Croats bcoiiiue iiulcpnjulcnt; the duko of Boiievonto I’ldu.sed trib¬ 
ute ; tlie African fSiiraceiia pilliigod Corsica ivml Banliniii; those of Spain 
invaded Hoptimauia and supported tlio (jaseoiis in revolt; tlie Breton.H took 
ISIorviiii as king and invaded Nomstria. Franks, it is true, had the 

advantago overywliere. hforvan in purtieiilar was Icilled, and Louis nuulo 
Nomenue diiko of th(3 BvoLons. 

But soon tho (lishcartoning foehlenoss of the omiioror heeamo known. 
“In 822 he convoked a goneml iisaeiuhly at Attigiiy oonsisting of the 
bishops, abbots, luul uobloinen of hia kingdoui, imdhefore thorn all made pub¬ 
lic confession of Ins faults and submitted at tlioir ploaHuro to pmmnco for all 
lie had done, bel-li to Ida iiophow Bernhard or to others.” "Wlion 'I'lieodosius 
humbled liimneU before St, AmbroBoiit Milan ho pre.soiitod a grand Hjieutaelo 
to tlio world, and rose lughov after tho jmhiio avowal of hi.s faults. Louis’ 
ooiiCessiou at Atliguy was Im cplcemed, and. degraded him beeause fveiu 
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a political bod}'^, an authority rWalling liia own, he received absolution. 
Thoncoforth everyone knew how far he could venture with such a man. 

Ilia second wife (819) wna the beautiful and gifted Judith, the daughter 
of the Bavarian chief, and by her ho had a son whom, he named Charles 
(823). She, with her favourite, Bernhard, duke of Septimauia, a skilful and 
intriguing man, exercised great iniluence over both emperor and empire. In 
829 she prevailed upon her husband to give a portion to the child she had 
borno him, and finally, in tlie Diet ol Wornia (829) lie established a kingdom 
for his son composed of Alamanuia, llmtla, part of Burgundy, Provence 
and Gotha (Septimania and the Spanish marks). 

This division greatly enraged the eldest sons of Louis, as they conceived 
themsolvea slighted tliereby. The partisans of unity, who saw the agree- 
inoiit of 817 compromised, and the nobles joined with the discontented sous 
in tho hope of overthrowing the influence of Judith and Bernhard — an 
influence which diminiahod thoir 


credit. Tlie revolt broke out in 
an expedition against the Bretons, 
to wliom Noinonoo had ju.st given 
indopondonoo. Lothair, Pepin of 
Aqiiitaino, and Ludwig of Bavaria 
toolc arms against thoir father, 
made him prisoner and shut him 
up at Compjogno with tho monks 
hoping that tlioy might induce him 
to adopt a monastic life. At tho 
Hiimo time they sent tho ompess 
and lior son into a convent (830). 
The conalitution of 817 was ro- 
estiiblishod. Louis lo Deboniiaire, 
however, obtained that tho gonoral 
aasoinbly which was to make 
statutes for this now state of affairs 
should bo convoked at Nimeguen 
in tho midst of the Gormans in 
wliom lio trusted. This trust was 
iiistiHed. Tho Gormans outiium- 
borod tho Homan Pranks and 
carried tho day (830). A wily 
monk provontod discord among 
tho threo brothers, and Louis 1© 



Doboniiaire, now mastor onco moro, 


oonfirined the gift ho had made to 

his fourth son. In 833 ho did moro, for, weary of Popin’a perpetual intrigues, 
ho took Aquitaiiio from liiin and gavo it to Charles. This was tho signal for a 
fresh rovolL. Tlio emperor’s sons marched against him, carrying with them 
Pope Grogory lY”, who had como tol'ranco to defend tho division of 817. 
Was Grogory for unity? Yes, but it was for a unity which resulied from 
tho act of 817, that is, for a weak emperor in view of whose weakness religious 
unity had more .strongUi. Tho army of Louis and that of his sons mot in tho 
plain of IlothCcld, near Colmar in Alsace (838), Ilis soldiers abandoned 
him without a blow, and this treason gavo tho spot tho name of Liigenfeld, 
or Pick! of Lies. Tho conquerors insulted the age and rank of their father 
by exposing him to public humiliation. & * 
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lIUMJTilATJON OB' LOUIS 

A ponauoo impoaod by Urn cUurcli was laid ui)oii Llia ompcji'or in Soissons, 
oxcludiiig’ liiiu from t-lio eoiwnuiuioii of beliovors, ho iluib Iio could noL rotuiu 
tbo roina of govormnont. AUhouffh nobody doiibLocI his impuriiil dignity, 
yet tho cnipuror \viih in a sad and inebinukoly framo of iiuiid, ft is navratod 
that liu JhuI boon told llmt Ium youngest non Gliarletf had boon forced to bo« 
come a inonlc, iiiul that ]ns coiworl bad not only become a nun, but liud 
already died far away. lie wan cut off from all society, and the story goes 
that ho had already boon iicrsmuWl to order the nioulcs aiivroundiug Iviui 
to any nmsafls for the departed. 

Such a sitiiution is <loubly painful to the wieltlur of supremo powor, who 
has oftoii to poreoivo that the rospouHibiUty Uos at Iuh own door. 

In suuli dospoi’iito iKohition was tbo oniperor Loui.^* whoii a mcasago from 
the occlosiiwlidid synod at Soissons rnucliod him, roniimllng him of all liis 
triuisgi'caniona and urging Iiiin not to imperil liis very soul, seeing Lliiit ho 
luvd forfeited the secular pow(jr by iKe judgment of fled and the authority 
of tho obnroh. 

houiH lK'gg(id for tiino for consideralioin When tlio day lie had hinisolC 
apjioiuiod arrived, all tho groat oeoloHiaHticH of (loinpiegnu })re(!eo<le(l to 
iSoisHoiiH to remind liim of tlume acts by wbieh lie had orfomleil God, given 
umbrage to the churob, and brought disuHter on Die ))0()ple. Tho emperor 
Iwtimed without ecmtmdiotion, ami dooJured his readiness to sulnnit to tho 
jiulgment of the ohuri'.b. At Ids request Lotluuv attended with smuo of his 
eliiof adlierouts, in order to be present at the solemn pemuuso. This painful 
ordeal took place at the hogiiniing of October, in t)ie cliuruli of St. 
Meebu'd at Soissoiis, in prosonco of Lolbair and tlio highest oourt digiii- 
iarioH, and of ii crowd which lilleil the ehurcli. Iauuh made a general eon- 
fciHsiou that be had nob duly fulfilled the duties of his oITioe and bad thereby 
flinucid against God; tliut lie had also set tbo Gliristian ohureh at mmglii, 
and tluu'eby Inmuglil eouCuKum to tlie people, and that in expiation <iC these 
orimcH be was ready to submit to jniblie and ocidosiiiHtieal peiiaueo in order 
now to I'uecive alisolution from tho.so to whom power was given on iiartli to 
bind and to hIihoIvo. 

'Uhl) eeolesiastioal lordn woi-o not quite HutisHod with this declaration j 
they required ol bim an explicit ooiiCessiou of Ids misdeeds ; they gave 
uttorauce to tiieir apprehojiHiims that tlie emperor would return to ids for¬ 
mer I'opveUousiblo ciouduct us lie Imd done ouoe before, three yeavH ago. 

lleronpon bouiH in still stronger terms repealed (hat he luul given ol'fonee 
to tlio cluireh, and tluit lie imrposed to lio a model penitent; wlioroal the 
orolosiiLstical lords plaoed in his hands a li.st of Ids olfoiiocs, (lie eontenU of 
wldoli are readily seen in (Jio throe liuads-—Haerilego, perjuiy, and murder. 
It does not appear wbelbor Louis acknowledged ilm truth of tljcHO aeou- 
siitioiifl in detail, Had he done so, tho Justory of his life would prcHont tho 
most ropiilsivo speotacle, and ho absolulcly iuomupiehouHihle. 

Wliilst speaking, lie Imld tbo room’d of his sins in Ids Imuds; lie tlum 
I'oturnod it to the ecclosiasticH, wlio laid it upon tbo uUar. He lumsiilf 
divested Idiusulf of ]iis weapons mid uviiis und assumed tlie dress of a 
penitent. A dark, uhoerless scono, symbolisiug tho triumpli of tlie ocGeHias- 
tvoal party over secular inlorcHts. Uow ooidd a prince atand up iigain.st a 
court of justioo aueh us this? 

In order to take coiuploto posHOHsum of lUo cmpivc, Lolbair repaired to 
Aachen, where an attempt was pigaiii made Lo luduco Louis to outer a 
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monastery. His answer was decisive; lie declared it impossible for him 
to take tho vow so Iona fia ho was not free. His disposition is well known; 
he wns docile and yielding, but he doggedly clung to the quintessence of his 
rights; ho possessed tlio faculty of finding valid excuses, in order to save 
liiniself from taking a final step. Eroin the deepest abasement he once more 
rose triiunplumt. 


LOUIS RETURNS TO TOWER 

The vicissitudes of these times furnish a most extraordinary spectacle. 
The moat vital isaues at stako; the possession and the government of the 
empire j the rights of clergy and laity, and the future of the realm in both 
regards. But those persons principally aud actively concerned, the father 
and his sons, do not display any fixed purpose; tlioy move in opposite 
directions — tlio emperor Louia, resolute in the assertion of his rights in 
general, but at ovoiy moment read}'’ to give way in minor details; Lotlmir, 
not unmindful of filial duty, but tempted by the unexpected success of his 
revolt to aspire to doapotio power; Ludwig, auriiamecl the German, as on 
previous ooc«sion.s, so also now, not without sympathy for iiis father, yet 
all the time sohcnnng liow host to maintain and increase tiie inlieritance of 
wiiioh lie iuul taken possession; Pepin, in whose favour tlio whole movement 
had boon undevtakon, not minded to await the course of events, or to re¬ 
nounce diroot participation in the sovereign power: lie continued to dale his 
dooumeuis acoorcUug to tUo years of Uia father's reign, whilst his brother 
Ludwig was satisfied with mentioning his fatlior in his documents as the 
iiugustus and imporator. 

In situations such as tlicso, events beoomo more powerful than men; 
that is to say, genenil movejnonts become more powerful than individual 
intentions. At first it became evident that the two younger brolliers were 
not minded to submit to tho elder’s dictation; they demanded from him 
boLLor Lroatinonl for thoir labhor. Lothair intimated to his brothers that 
it was through them that their father had lost his authority; that he himself 
was not to be blamed for exorcising tho rights of soniority j and that his keep¬ 
ing his father, whoso misfortunes deeply touched Ijiiu, a prisoner, was a 
course of action justified by the judgment of the episcopate. All the formal 
reasons which wore urged by him wore not however able to dispel the 
impression that tho fathor’s power had actually been usurped by the son. 
The whole civilised world beoamo uneasy and dj.squieted at tho sight; and 
when Popiii and Ludwig began warlike puejmrations, which could only be 
intended against Lothair, they were able to count upon the eupporb of tho 
magnates and the people. Not minded to bo surprised in Aachen, Lothair 
oollootod his forces ab Piiris (tho Homan Lutetia Parisiorum^y a city which 
even at that time was the centre of all political and intollectmvl move- 
men ta in the Wesb L’rankish Empire, and whore tho first revolt against Louis 
luid boon prepared and organised. But even while on his way thither Lothair 
perceived luuiself to bo threatened by the opposition on the part of one or 
another imignaLc; and becoming aware that ho would not be able to stand 
his ground in Paris against the hosts of eiiomios who were advancing upon 
him from all sides, and convinced that only in Burgundy would he find a 
secure citadel, he proceeded tbitlier with his fnilliful iidherQiits, leaving Ins 
falhor behind liiin in the monastery of St. Denis, 

But meanwhile divergent opinions had spread abroad in Paris. As Louis 
soriiiiled to follow the invitation to resume rtio imperial swfty,,ao long us ho 
jr. w, — vor,. vit. 8o 
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%vas under tlio ban of the chwrch, it wua an act ol tho hi^liosl sig’nilicuiieo 
iliat ull ibo bialiopa who wore priiaoiit in Uw cnpiLal roi^airud to ISL. Denis 
to pronounce hia iibsoluUon. Xlioy reabored liLiu iiU anna iind the imporiul 
insip;nia. 

Absolved by the cceloaiastica, ami supporttid by ilio synipatliy of the 
nation, Louis again took poaseaaiou of tho iniporial tlirono; ho cordially 
^voleoinod liis two youngor aons wlio roluruod lo him with iUcir followers, 
iiJid proGOcdod to Aachen, wlicro Judith, who iu spite of ii sufe-conduct had 
Ijad a perilous journey from Italy, joined him. ller son (’liarlos was also 
tlioro. TIio Qinpuror lived, ns foiuncrly, for llio pleasures of the chase and 
his own private affairs, and all oxLoriial matters were onco more allowed 
to drift in the biuno old hoalon triiok. Hut JvOthair was still iu the held. 
He had gained no little prentigo from tho fuel that his rolalive, Jingo of 
Matfrid, who luid been joined by Lunlbtn’t, count of Naiitos, luul stood liis 
ground whnii attacked by an imperial force of groator numbers. As Niihard 
ox 2 >rQHHOS it, they were forced, owing Lo ilioir hiuhU numbers and tlie danger 
throaleiiing* tlunii, to hold togolhei* ami dofond ilKunsolves with the utinosL 
valour, (Ihrilons-sui’-Saono, hold by Lothair’s l>ittoroHi ojicmu's, was liko- 
wiso iitlaokod and taken uftor a short siogo. How 2 )o\vorfully old animosi¬ 
ties wei’O aroused may ho soon in tho f(U;t that Lollmir caused tlio sister of 
Dernhai'd of Soptiuuuiia, who lived iu a (soiivont tliore, to be seiz/cd ami 
drowned in tlio Sullno 5 ho wreaked vongoiuuu) on iliosister for tlio l)rotlior’s 
enmity. 

Tliiy douhlo victory onco more arou.scd Lothair's Ijopcs of sulxUiiug tl)o 
wholo empiio. IJnt in view of the danger, tho einjicivu' gathered together 
all his forces to lake the llcdd againsl him. in Laiigres he once more 
rcecjived tlm oft’orings widoli it wan cii.stoiuary to niiilce to tho emi)(‘ror. 
Hia son Ludwig joined him with the wholo tniuH-JtlieniHh avniy. Tepin also 
apimarod with his array. A numoroiw and devoUal forcie advanced against 
l^othair, who, on Ids side, dhl not hesituto to move forward against his 
futlior and two lii'(»tliors. 'I'ho iiriuies mot faco to fuoo at Oulvimius, near 
Ulois. A great and deeisivo battle ap^maiMxl to ho iimninont. lUit tlio 
feeling of coturadcship among t|u> troops of both armies, who could not 
forget that they formed one colicsivo force — tho “ ” — prevented 

tho collision. 'I'lie soldiers folt u natural rojmgnuuoe to IigJit against each 
oihor. It was chiefly tliis fooling of coinradesliip that Jmd caused tho sol¬ 
diery at Cohmvr to pass over from llie side of the omiieror to Llmt his 
Hon.s. Hut in their licarts they liiid alwayu felt a (\orlaiu sense of shame 
at their conduot ; they Imd forsaken their oinjieror to whom heCove all 
othors tlioy owed allegiance; they would not again take this burden of guilt 
upoji tlmir shoulders. 

All Lothair’s iitloiig)!^ t(» persuade ihoni to a sueond dosurtion signally 
fiiilod, Thu coiisciousne.ss that it was tlio “i/cn'/>ann ” ujani whiuli tlio 
]K)wer of tho einjiiro depmidnd, and tluit a battle could not fail to he dis- 
astrous to tho eninmon weal, was in reality the eonlrolliiig fiudor widish 
hero, ill a most dniigornns crisi.s, led to a KuKleinont. LoUuiir, who could 
net ho^io for victory Avltlunit the help of Ihu “ Ilccrhaun^'* decided to tieeepl 
the conditioiiH olforod, chief of which was that liu slioiild retire in Italy, 
and leave tlio remainder of tho riMihii to his father, rind interfere no longer. 
A. niecLiiig iu the imperial camp was lUTungod, and Louis, sitting between 
his two yoiuigor sons, roncivod Ijotluiir’a allogiuiKio. 

This event was decisive; for iu order to hind the two younger sous lo 
himsolf, tho fathoj' had lo imik 6 lliom a Hecuro acttloment for tlieir future; 
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buL al ilu) aanio timo thoy had to submit to an arrangement being made 
with tlio youngest son, winch they had until then most vehemently opposed. 
One plan lias been presorvod to us, according to which a tripartite division 
of tliQ lion-Italian torritories of tho empire between Pepin, Chailea, and Lud¬ 
wig was projected, and in which the fact atrikes us that closely following the 
arrangemont made by Charlemagne, Ludwig was promised the Germanic ter- 
ritoriea, with liowover the saving clause that it should bo in the emperor’s 
power cither to increase or diminish their extent according to the measure 
of obedience paid him. 


LAST YISABS Olf LOUIS 

Pot tho moment it was of paramount importance that tho authority of 
tlio emperor, which had heoii sorely sliaken by the attitude of the clergy, 
BhemUl bo restored by a formal agreement with the latter. In a general 
diet of tlio OJnpire licld at Thionville, tlio act of excommunication was 
revoked in due form, and tiie decree pronounced that Louis should hence* 
fortli bo faithfully and obediently recognised as emperor. All the ecclosi- 
usLics signed this declaration and afterwards proceeded to Metz, where Drogo, 
tlio natural brother of tJio emperor, was bishop, and where tlie emperor 
had spoilt the prooeding Oliristinas, in order to proclaim the renewal of 
allogiaiiQO. Lbbo was also present j ho likewise had signed the protocol 
and was one of the most conspicuous among those wlio promulgated it. 
This done, tho whole company returned to Thionville and everything seemed 
to bo arranged, when the emperor levelled an indictment against Ebbo him- 
ttuU uwd. waw difficulties of gouoval iwvpoYtanco arose. The emperor seoused 
Ebbo of having wrested his arms from liim by false accusations, of haying 
thrust him out of tho clniroh, and deprived him of his realm. Ebbo hesi¬ 
tated to reply to these charges in tho emperor’s presence, though nob from 
dofei’onoo or almiuo 5 ho had to consider his hierarchical atatiisj such a pro¬ 
ceeding would run counter to tho just claims of a bishop to be judged only 
by an occlosiastical tribunal. Moreovei*, some of the other bishoi )9 advised 
him to avoid further conLrovoi-sy, since it could nob fail to be prejudicial 
to tho epi-scopaLo and afford occasion for etdumny. With their assistance 
I'hjbo drow up a conciliatory documont, which he signed and handed to 
llio assembly. 

T’horoupon tho synod pronounced judgment; Ebbo ^Yfts to cease to dis- 
oluirgo tho functions of a bishop. Ebbo’s adversaries considered his deolara- 
tioii as ail autliontio and valid foimi of resignation. 

It is a striking fact tliat this declaration was acted upon and that no suc- 
ocssor to Ebbo was appointed. It was considered sufficient to entrust the 
dutio.s of the office to a presbyter. The rcsigimtion was not regarded as siiffi- 
cioiitly valid to enable tho synod to declare tho sec vacant. The emperor had 
negotiations with Pope GrcgorylV on tho point. Let us record the charao- 
1 eristic foaturos of these events. Manifold claims, extending from tho present 
to tho future, wore in conflict, and the tovritorial shape that the great empire 
slioiihl Gvontually adopt was involved. Everything was in a state of unrest; 
not only wore property and authority coiislautly ohanging Imnds, hut the 
higlicst principles of government were involved in questions as to whether 
tlu) emperor could be deiiosed or not, and whether the olergy could maintain 
their autonomy under the emperor now restored to power, or wheblier they 
miiHt again surrender it. The pope, closolj; as tho matter affected him, hesi¬ 
tated to deliver an opinion on the point. Ho refused to identify himaelf 
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with tho GxuomnniniGatioii> but from Hyinpathy for tlio clorgy would uol cu- 
dorsu Iho scnioiicQ paasotl l^y Iho euipotor upon ono of liis cliiof tulvoraarioa. 

As tho fiindivinoiiUil doclrino, ftccordiufj to whioh iho clergy could not 
bo cilod hol'oro a aocuhu’ tribunal) luul initiated iho iwocjccdinga against iho 
oniporor Louis, so it was kept in view at tho rostonition oL’ tho iinjiorial 
power. Tho oiupcror had contrived to have tliat oxooinniuiiioation ilcdarcd 
null and void. IIo was unable to punish tho cliiof instigator by formal judg¬ 
ment of the oourt) but ho managed to havo liiin doprivml of his ol'Iice. As iji 
the conlUct with his sons, so also in his struggle with the bishops, ho was able 
to regard liiinsulf a.H victor. Wain lilcewiso yielded; lie had onergctioiilly 
prnnujted Jjotlmir's submission. 

'i'lio omperor fjonis was permitted to enjoy a few years of pence, during 
wliicli ho Avas the object of general rospeofc. His chief care was to leave his 
youngest son an adequate eomj»etenco. To this son was appointed in the 
your 837 a realm compo.sod of norlU (icrmaii and lloiuaii olciiumls (5xLending 
from tho Wcaor to tho Loire, having Paris for its eentre, ho that wo have four 
realma to take into aoeouiit, namely, Gornmniu, Italy, Aquitauia, and llu5 ter¬ 
ritory apj)oinlod for (’Iiurlos, which must in’oporly bo regarded as PrankiHli. 
The death of Pepin, Avhhdi look plueo in Deecmher, 83H, was, tljorefor*), an 
ovi!nt of paramoujil importance. Neither the emperor nor his jnagnaleH were 
inolmod to rooogiiiso Ids non.s ns liis lioirs. Lolhair, wlio had uol only been 
})i'oinised tho reYcrsion oC the empire in hm own person, hut also tliu partied- 
piiUon with (Jliarles in the remaining jirovineoH, was avou over to this view, 
Aquitiuiia avus iioav apportioned to Charles, but with tho pj‘OH[)UCt of a fresh 
diviaioii of tlio ruivliu to the projudico of tho (ierinim Ludwig, whom tho 
omporor Avifllusd again to deprive of the truns-Jilienish ju’uviiiooH ho Imd 
liithorU) possoHsed. Tho result was u violent dispute botwcmi thorn tondiiig 
towanls a Idoudy i.ssuo. 

At tills moinont, wlion ovovything appeared to bo enlminatiiig’ in a fresh 
orials, Loiiia the Pious (or Dobonmviro) died, on tho 20tli of .Juno, HlO. A 
striking examplo of contrast between a great father and a loss gifted, Ihoiigli 
by no moans an iinaipablo, non. 

Louis laid wen liia stiurs us a sort of vujoroy to Charles, and (!er(ain merits 
Avoro bis, particularly liis oouduet with regard to the mark of Siiaiii, though 
lie always aeted in dcpondonce upon tlm higher contvolling authority, lint 
the tusk of iiidcpomloiitly wielding the Huproino poAv^er after liis 'fathor’H 
death was beyond liis powers. lie lacked tho living imagination which (done 
could Avcld togotlier divergent eloiuents, and thus nuiinliun tlm Kiipromo 
power and seciirc tlio oxi.stmieo of tlio empire for the future. At fii'Ht Im fol¬ 
lowed tho impulses ho received from Cluu’leiiuigiie’s (»ld adviHcrs, Imt aCtor- 
Avards Avas guided by Llio eontrary iufluoneoa of the «ooond family, Avitii which 
he had siUTOundod hImsoU. 

So lie found liini.sulf entangleil in the inaohinnlLons of the factioim whicli 
wore arising around him ut the very oiitsct of the conflict, lie ciiino into 
open feud Avitli hi.s nearest rolativos, of whom sonic folloAved one direction 
and iho others aiiotlujr. It is not probable Ihut lie failed tlirough execHHivo 
good niitiii'o ; avo havo seen liow lio recoiled from the presKiu-e of Imstile elo- 
moiits, calmly lioro ovory thing and yielded ; but he never yielded in iho main 
point, hut awiiilod tlm moment Avhen he couhl reassert las rights. Moreover, 
ho never ceased Uniiking liow to niele out. puuiyhment to iiis ciiemie.s; ho 
identilled the euipivo Avii-li his own person. 

Hut loss important than tlio ucoular was the oeelo.siuHlriiMl conipUention in 
wliieh he bociimo onUvnglod. Hynol keeping the arrogance of the sooular 
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niagiiatcH Avithiii proper liiniLs, lio aroused the prelensitma of Lhe ecolosiaatical 
hiorarcliy which, under liis rule, roacliod their full development. They 
wore aimed nob only nt the exiatenco but at the very idea of empire. And 
porhapa one iniglit bo allowed to say everything happened just as it was 
bound to liappon. The elements that were striving for independence were 
in existoiiGQ. Louis was not the man to repel and curb them to their old 
obedieucG. In attempting to do so ho found that he was tho wealcer, and he 
hud, oonsoquontly, to experience the tortures that disputed authority has 
to onduro in times of faction. Ho was not able to harmonise tlie tenure of 
.siipromo power witli the claims of the right of succession. 

'I'he epoch is charaetcrised by tho complication of the cU.sputC3 for sucoes- 
aioii and an attempt to raise the ecclesiastical power to a position of pre- 
poiulcrating prestige in tlio empire. It is Louis’ merit, tliat neither in one 
case nor tho other did lie pormit hia authority to succumb. He never allowed 
Ills jurisdiction over the clergy 
to ])o wrested from him, and re¬ 
lying upon the good will of his 
people always managed to maintain 
his tenure of tho imporium. At his 
death lie boquoathod tho insignia 
of tho realm to his oldest soii.c 


QUAElllShH OF Ills SUCCESSORS 

It was evident already during 
the lifotimo of Louis the Pious that 
his Bon.s lived in mutual hatred and 
jciilnusy, and could not agree to- 
goUior in harmony, From the first, 
tho sons of the first marriage and 
thoir half-brotiior wore on a foot¬ 
ing of envy and enmity, dissension 
also roiguod amongst tlio former 
bocanso their aims and pursuits 
mutually elualiGtl. Ludwig, Icing of 
Ihivai’in, afterwards called tho Ger¬ 
man, WHS botli more just and inoro 
benevolent in di.spnsUion; ho had besides the wisest intentions when the 
ompirc of Cliarles I wa.s broken nj), for lie wished to see tlie division made 
on a basi-s of national principle. But tho eldest brother, Lothair, was false 
and revengeful j and us he was at tlio same time filled with an inexhaustible 
Ggoti.sm, ho was bent on excluding his brothers as well ns his nephews, by 
ti*e.ic]u3ry, from all shai'o in the empire, or at any luto on overreaching thorn 
to the best of his ability. 

Under such circumstances, the most violent friction between the brothers 
was unavoidalilo. And this really came to pass immediately after the death 
of tlio first Louis. In order to accomplish his ignoble designs, the eldest 
brother Lotliair endeavoured first of all to sow the seeds of discord, in order 
to ovovwliclin first one brother by tho help of the other, and aftorwnrd.s liis 
ally. Intent on those designs, ho sot off ncros.s the Alps ns soon as he 
rocoived tlio nows of the death of his father. Then ho sent messengora 
through all tlio countries of tho Frankish Rmpire to annoiinco that ho had 
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aucoGGclod his faUior iiH omporor, and dnnmndinf? of all hiy vaHSiils lioiiuijro 
niul foalty. Wluit rights the oniporor hold in opposition to tho kings no 
ono knew, find Lolhnir’s coniinand that they Hhoiild swoar allogianoo to him 
ill tho foruior (niiiiioiiy was tho host iiioaiis oC puzzling tho vassals and 
(il gaining thoni ovor aftorwards to hia sido. Tho mighty know as liLLlo of 
juaiioo in tlioso (la3's as in many Kubaotinont pmdods; tlio might of tho 
BtrongGst was tlioir law, und tho vasaals had boon acoiisLomod, moro UMpcunally 
during tlio civil wars of JjOiiis I's limo, to go ovoi- first to ono party and 
tliQii to tho oLlior, in nttor contoinpt of Llioir oath of faulty, according to tho 
lavoui’H or frowns of fortuno. Ivothair had uiidortakon his progress anross 
tho Alps at tho hoiul of ii conaidorablo army, and as he, on his arrival in 
(hiul, was thought to hu tho Htrongor, on account of tlio wisalcciiing of his 
younger brothor Charles through war with his nojihow, many of tlio vassals 
in Franco ranged themBolven ou iho nido of tho emperor. Fyomises were 
not wanting, and soon Iio stood ut tho Iiead of a jioworful faction. 

His most dangoroUvS rival wan Tnidwig tlio Cormun j and in order llrst in 
annihilate him, Lolliair ondoavourod to jiursuatlo liis hiilfdirolrher Clnirles 
to hocoitie his ally. 'I'o Huh ond, ho promised tlio liiUor to resjuust iho par¬ 
tition which his fulluir laid made during Ids lifotimo. llelioving that he Inid 
thus won his lu'otlier ovor, ho sol forth from Worms at the lieiul of his army 
ueross the Rhino and drew noav to hhanlcfort-on-iMain. Jmdwig had fortilied 
himself boforoliand against his brothor, and iuid tihsl moi'o especially to 
unite all (ronnans in opposition t<» Imtlmii*. Uul groat confusion proviiilcd 
ill (TOimany^ in Imth the domains of worUl-polioy and of politiiis in whieli tlio 
uatiouwas intore.sled. 'I'ho (lermaus vogardod the Fruukisli kings with a 
certain amount of iiulifferencoj and tlms, more ospociiUly with regard to tlio 
north Gonnans, it concornod Ludwig (piito as imich aa hi.s hrothov to orgauiso 
a Hovvouft vesiatauoc among tho Umo (lormauw. 1'hey iun\ld net hoc why they 
should side witli thifl brothor or with that, as tho quarrel seoimul to ho only 
a inattor of jirivate advantage. 'I'heroforo when Loihair liad erossod iho 
llhine, Ludwig invesLed Frankfort, and whs vimoWod to oppose tho advance of 
his hroilioi*} yet the lukewarm altitudo of tho people made him anxious, ami 
ho was glad to accept tlio overtures wliich Lothiiir made, hotli were irres- 
oluto, and theroforo it was easily agreed to defer Mio decision. Lotlinir 
sought to gain time in order to ontangle hw half-hrothor (lluirh's hHH more 
deeply, ami Ludwig wished for a coHsatiou of hostilities in order to Avork up 
public Hiiirit in (rornumy to take a warmer iiilnrcst in his oiiusn. h’lie em¬ 
peror was actually successful in coming to an agreement wUli Oliavlcs ; and 
when lio felt tho ground nafo on (luit side, ho roHolveil to make a innre Horinus 
attack on Ludwig. Early in tlio j'-car Hdl ho marchod witli a strong army to 
ornsH tlio Uhinc for the aocond time, after having by vmnous promiKes made 
a bid for Urn favonv of tho (lovinaim. Ludwig’s efl’evls In the same lUvccdion 
for tho roiisons given Imd not mot with partie.ular hik'COhhj tho superiority 
in arms was on LoLliair’s sido, and Taidwig waH iluiroforo forcud to j'ctreat 
before him. 

ciiAUTiK.H Tiin uArm ANP r.uiiWKJ 'citiq fii-m^rAN itnitt-i 

'i'his turn in llui foidunoH of Avar was A'ery dangerous (o Gcivmauy’H 
intorcHiH; for a ileeisive vieLory for Lotlmir Avould only liavo prolonged 
the uninitunil conditions of a Frankisli uiuA'or.sal ompiro and Avoiild have 
iiostponod still fnvtlKir, amid the greatest eomplications, tlio s(q)aration of 
tlu) national states, b'crtiinatofy, liowovor, Louis* youngcat .son, Glitirlos 
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surnaniecl tho Bald, brought about a favourable chango iu the situation, far his 
distrust of his oldest brothov was awakened, betimes and caused him to take 
llio offoiisivG against him. Charles was able to win. over the sympathies of 
many vassals iu Aguitania, and supported by them he seized Paris, This 
coup compelled Lothair to return to Prance, and thus to give Ludwig a free 
liaiid again. At the same time both Charles the Bald and Ludwig the German 
obtained a keener and clearer insight into their triio interests. They botli 
perceived that tho one might found a Frencli and the other a German empire 
without ola.sliing with each oilier, and that their common foe was their eldest 
brotlier, Tho latter was fuiThermove plotting, mrder the cloak of the impe¬ 
rial dignity, to maintain tho empire of Chai-loa I in its entirety, and to revive 
that unfortunate combination of tho moat heterogeneous nations. Ludwig 
thevGupon proposed to his haK-brofcher to enter into an alUanoo with him, 
wliieh tho latter gladly accepted. Ludwig then resolved to cross tlie Rhine 
and to join forces with Charles, in order to force Lothair to a partition of the 
onipiro in aceordaiioo Avith tho principle of homogeneous nationalities. 

Tho junoiion Avas duly effoctod in. 841, and the two brothers emphatically 
gave the oniporor to understand that ho must either consent to fulfil their 
just demands with regard to tho above-mentioned partition, or else prepare 
to doeido the matter Gy tho force of arms. In the meanwhile, however, Lo- 
tluiir had succeeded in winning over to his side liis nephew, Pepin of Aqui- 
iania, Avliom Charloa the Bald had unjustly tried to dispossess. In order to 
gain tinio to cfToct a junotiou with l^opin’s army, ho opened negotiations witli 
Charloa and Ludwig, which resulted in tho conclusion of an armistice. The 
opposing arniios wore already drawn up close at liand; for Lothair had 
mai'oliod towards Auxerro, wliero Charles and Ludwig wore encamped, to meet 
his iiophoAv Pepin. During the armistice tlio junction of the fighting forces 
of Lothair and Popiu Avas ofTocted, Avhoroupon the former immediately broke 
off tho iiGgotifttionfl and accepted the battlo wliich tho brothers proffered as 
an ordoal. 

Tho deciflivo battlo avrs fouglit at Fontenailles on June 25, 841. On th© 
right Aving of tho allied army of Charles and Ludwig stood the Gavnrans, and 
opposing Lliom tho emperor Lothair. It was tliero that hostilities cominenoed; 
ino fight Avas ohstiimto, but tho troops of Lothair Avore decidedly beaten by 
tho Gormans. The iieiihow Popin held his position better on tho right Aving, 
but after tho defeat of Lothair tho Gormaii.s pressed Pepin hard, and he also 
Avas forced to yield. Clnvrlcs tho Bald and LudAvig the Gorman had therefor© 
Avon a coniploto victory. This was a most fortunate occurrenco for tlie peo- 
plo, hut it Avould Imvo boon still inoro favourable liad they known how to 
inako U 80 oC their victory. Here, lioAA'over, tlioy failed; for Charles and. 
LiidAvig, instead of pursuing the remnants of tho defeated army and by ener¬ 
getic measures extorting a lasting peace, followed tho advice of the clergy 
and commanded that tho next three days should bo devoted to fasting and 
prayer, in order to obtain counsel from heaven as to the next move to be 
made. _ ^ ^ . 

Lothair oseapod to Aacben and Popin to Aquiiania. This nocessilnted 
tho division of tho victorious forces, for LudAvig AvitlidroAV to the right hank 
of tho llhino to protect Germany against Lothair, and Charles to Aquitania to 
uphold it against Pepin. As soon aa ho arrived at Aachen, Lothair resolved 
to adopt other moiins to carry through his plans. 

Tho Saxons had made no attempt during tho reign of Louis the Pious to 
detaC/h thomselvc.s from the ompire, and to rc-oatablisli their original conati- 
Lutiou. The reason for this is probably to *00 sought in tho lenient measiirea 
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adoplntl agiiiiiHblhom hy Louih for oUiorwiso lii« wojilc ffovoninioiib would 
800111 to iiH to luivo al'forclod tho most favounililo opiiovtiiiiity of Llu'owing 
ot? Uio Fniultiali dmiiiiuiUon. But tlvo biltonicaH whioK luul jn-ovailod 
junong tho mu’th (iloriniiiis on account of tho mighty opiivoHsion of ('luirlow I 
luul l)y no iiiuiuiH vaniHlicd, but was on tho coiiiniiy Htill toloi'ubly wido- 
flpi-Gad. Tlu) ouiniing Ijothair miulo imo of this ciioiimstanoo to gain tho 
SaxoiiH over to liis party. Under tho ooiuUtioii that they hIiouIcI help him 
agninat his hroLlior Ludwig, lio promised to restore to thoin their anoioiit con¬ 
stitution. 'IMio nobles in Saxony wore divided into two faetiouH, adiioriiig 
ciLlior to Lothair’s or luidwig tho (Torman’a cause. 'Thon Lothair turned to 
tiiQ freonion and villoins, who in projuirtion to tho nobility natiually formed 
tho majority, they liatonod to his suggostious. I''rec(loin, Lu tho hoiiko iu 
which it in generally used by modern liistorianri, could not he granted by 
ve-cstabliahing tlio ancient consliliition of Saxony, for in olden times tlioro 
was no froodoiii among tlio (JormnnH. But anger at the tidies with wliich 
('harloLS f had more especially hurdoncil the Saxon villeins, tlm oppresMion of 
tho onioials ajipoiutod hy the KrunlciHli king, haired of tniristiiinity whuili was 
regarded as tho eanso of Imth, and the abuHO of tlioir constitutional riglUs 
linidly induced tho Saxon froouKin and vdUniiH to uecoiit Lho pcrlldioiis pro- 
])osalH of LoLhiiiv. Had tho rolmlUon n(>w bohig planned boon Hueoessful, tho 
Hopavution of iievtU from Howlh (ionnany would have been suddenly effeetod, 
and tlio ostuhlislnnent of tho unity of tlio (Tornmu JCmpire tlmieby long de¬ 
ferred. Tho iillianco of tlio Saxons with Lollmir was tnurofore in the liigli- 
ust degree injurious to patriotie aims. Ju order fuitlniv to strengtlieu his 
jiiiglit, tho ompei'or oinleavonml to win <»voi’ tlio Nonuans also, ami igiinhly 
promised to allow ilioin to plunder variouH conntrioH if they would coino to 
Ilia assiHlaneo. 

Trusting in all lliuao allioK Lollinir now dotorinined to ailaclc his hrothov 
Ludwig, ami gatlKU'od togotlior an army lUMir WorniH. (iJiarkis tlio Ihdd 
shvewuly reeogniHcd tho danger id the BiUuition, and advaueed with his 
fei'ciOH lb tho fuiliio to suppart Inidwig. Lothair was tlioreljy coiistrainod 
to alter his taidics, and to force (51uirlo.s to retreat hiToro loading liis army to 
oppose Ludwig. Ifo therefore marched into the interior of (Saul. ()]iarle.s 
thoronpoii relreatod upon Paris where lie ontroneliod. Lotliair determined 
iieverLliolOHS to attack him, Imt he failed to ero.ss the Seine owing to tlio rise 
of Llic river. After a renowal of peaiai nogoUiitioiiH, wliieh were oiuje more 
frnilloHs, hotween lho live brothers, Lolliair iimrclusd to mi’ot Ills iiejiliow 
Ih’.pin in order ag.iiii to j<)in foreon with liim. 'This lio sneoecdod in doing 
fivrUier u]i lho S<i\iu5 at (Uuvvlos the Ihdd pvowwdiMl hastily in Llio 

inoaiuvhile to join Ludwig tiio flex*man noar (ho Kliine, whieli Ludwig Jiud 
already roaeliud. T'iic two avmiea effected llicir Juuclhm at Strusliurg in 
It’chmiiiy, 812. hVoni this time (ho lu'otlior.s (irmly vc’solvod to jnit iin end 
to all hoisitiiLion and to lho aimle.MS wandering liiMicr and ihithor, mid to 
bring tho miitlnr to a head. TJioy mutually Rworo an natli of loyalty and 
Indi.Hsoliilhlity in Llie jiraseneo of tlioir armies. Jaulwig tlion uddro.ssod tlio 
assembled warrlovs, rceminling the wrongs they liud ondiirnd at the hands 
oJ Lothair and as.sertlng his fixed delermiiiation to oonehido an liononvahlo 
alliance with (.JhavLes, ahsolving his men from ihevr allcgiamic to him shmdd 
lie hroulc Ins oath, At that time tho national flcjuvration of tlie h’renoh luul tlio 
({ovnians was alromly very marked ; for Ludwig imido his speech in (’icvniiin, 
ropeiitiiig* it in (be Tlomiinno tongue in order that Ohaidn.s’ warriors al.so 
slimihl inidcmtivnd it. Tloreiipoii tho two kings and their armies swore a 
solonm oath of iimtua.1 loyalty au(l support. 
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LOTHAIK BROUGHT TO TBEBIS (842 A.D.} 

Tho camp Avaa then broken up in order to bring on the crisis at once. 
Lolhnir had now roUirned from Gaul to Aaolioii, whither his adveraaviea 
jnarclied with their armiea. Ho endeavoured to entrench on the banka of the 
Moselle and to oppose the paasoge of tlie enemy, but his dispositions for tho 
defeuco were iniaorably weak. The forces of Lud^Yig and Charles crossed 
ilio river witlioiifc the slightest difliouliy, and Lothair so lost his head as to 
take to fliglit hastily, never halting until ho reached Lyons. 

Tho viotorioua hrotliors proceeded to Aachen, whicli was still considered as 
the seat of tho whole empire. There they called upon tho bishops to decide 
between lliem and Lothair; 
which they wore only too 
ready to do, declaring that 
Lotlniir had grievously of¬ 
fended against both church 
and state, and had besides 
sliown himself to be quite 
incapable of govor)uiig tho 
empire, wbioli should Ihoro- 
lore 2 )asH over to Ludwig and 
CharlcH. As tho might of tho 
atrongost was thus oonfirmod 
by moral authority, Lotliair 
began to bo soizod at last with 
anxiety and seriously tried to 
oonio to an agrooniont with 
ins hi’othors. Ho thorofore 
made proposals to Ihein with 
regard to tho partition of the 
empire, which seomod reason¬ 
able and led to further nogo- 
tiivtlons. It was impossible, 
howovor, owing to Lothair’s 
now BubtorCugos, to oifeot a 
ro(5onoiUalion at once 5 but in 
Juno, 812, the tlirce brotliors 
hold a mooting on tho island 
of Ansilla on tho Saoiio, 
whore they mutually look a 
solemn oath of peace, and 
arranged to meet again on — 

October Iflt of the same year 
in Mok, when the division of a Kim of tuk Nwtm CuNxi/av 

the empire should irrevocably 
bo made by a tribunal of 120 

arbitrators, of which each of the brothers wag to aoleot forty from his most 
disLinguishod men. Thi.g agreement is known as tho Treaty of Ansilla, ana 
it was tho fororumier of tho Treaty of Verdun. r .i. • 1 

Tho throe brothers wore all anxious to make the utmost use oi the inier- 
vid whioli must elapse before the virtual conclusion of peace, in conaolidating 
ilmir own power, Lotliair, ns revengeful and cruel as ho was craven, ventea 
Ids rage, on Ida return to Aachen, on tboso of his vassals who according 




K70 a’llK ItlSTOliY Oil' TttE AVlfiKTIilllK lC]VtL>rUE 

[812 A.D.] 

to him were i'Cfli_ioiisiblo for iho diaaslor ou tlio Mosolle, by oonliHcatiiig 
many fuifa. (Jlnu-loH, ou tJio other luuid, tried to ruin his nephew Pepin 
in AqtiiLanifi, aUliough Iho latter, suppoHing any right of inlmriiiinoe 
over sliilea to liavo nxisiod, would have poHseasod a better right Umn llio 
miole. 'file third brother vcsolvcd Ui put down tUo rising in Saxony which 
thL'uainued to lieeoiuo a dangor to Gornuuiy. 'I'lioro is, it is true, no iuHtori- 
cal Qvidenco tluit tho Saxon freeinoii and villcina Imd lent any aoLnal aHsist- 
nncjo to Lothiiir, tho instigator of tho iiiHurreotioii; but on the other luind, 
tlioy proooeded all tho more vigoronsly at lioiiio to reorgani.se their GHtab- 
lisiied religion and eonatitution. Oimseipicutly they expelled not only tlio 
ChYintiau priasts hut alno many nohloa; mom particularly tKoso who had 
heon aware of the UoiieloHanoHa of tho ontorpriHo and who would not join tho 
nioYoinont. It in posaihlo Unit in the eoiirHo <jf ovonts a Treor tondouoy had 
iieoii evolved, and that tho improvement of tho poHitioii of iho middle eliiH.soH, 
and more espeoially of tlio villoiiiH or piMiMuiits, wiis the ohjeet of l-lieir nn- 
doavoui'fi. h'or many eonlnriea UiIh nnmovoim (dans, no oppvoHsed by tho 
(■lornnum, hud bovne thuii* minovy without any attempt, to oseapo it; and yet 
it was movitable tliul hy dogroos oven those of tliom who were witliont rights 
Hhould awulce to ii eoiiHcioUHnoss of their nuwortliy position, and slnmUl foul 
a wiali to improve it. 


Ol'l’Ul'JHfllON uir 'VWV. HAXON lMl\5t:NnON 

Puriiip; llio reign <if hoiiLs the Pions there liud ulreudy laien a dimgoroiiH 
rising of Herfs in PlaiidorH and in the northern maritime ooiintrh'H, wlileh 
aoeoi’ding to iho eiiHtoiu of lords paramennt was net put down hy juntieo — 
that is, by m acknowlodgmenl of tho human rights poHuessed by the miimra- 
hlu oppressod, ealled In law piivUineu heiwU, ami hy a lenient and reuMonahle 
iinprevommii of their lot — hnt liy tho sword. 

As a prototype of Napoleon, who held tho nmnieipalilies responsihlo for 
the individual aidioiiH wiiidi dusploased Iiim, Imdwig or ratlior his oouncil 
iroated tho lords of llio serfs in tho mmo way in order to guard ngaiiiHl slini- 
Inr \ipr)sings in ilie Cnluri), 'rim owner (*l U»o villein who took part in a 
eonspiviicy was throiiUmod with the king’s ban (dO HoUdi'), 

'I’luNo faets must bo taken us a sign of tho times. 'I’lieysliow llial a 
longing for rroodoiii was i»eginiiing to stir in tho hosoiii of the villein wlio 
wn.4 without civil rights, and tlio movement in Saxony miglit have taken 
thi.s direoLlon too, us already olwervod; hut this wan no strugglo for llio 
yoHtovaUou of an alleged fonnor freedom, us llio newer hi.storiaim would have 
it, ])ut the ojiposite — an attempt to overthrow the tyvauuy of the oldeu 
times. Such a eoiulition of tilings would have stood in diroot oppo,4ili()M 
to tho ro-OHtiihli.Hlimont of tlie old iSaxon couHtitullon, wliioli oorlainly was 
inoludod in tho jilot, ImcanHo that government ujihold serfdom; yi't the 
iSiixniiN iiiohided llioroin tho iinee.slrsil religion, their tndopendenoo from the 
J^'raulcH, and exemption from tithes, and tlioveforo in that sense tlm straggle 
for fruedom was ooiupatihle with the re'-osiahlishnnmt of the aneient c.ou- 
stituLion. ft was enstoniary in tlio peasant relielUons in (tormany to adopt 
Hpavtieular iiamo, .such as tho hitmlsrhiiJi^ “hioo-shoo.” 'J’ho iSuxoii free¬ 
men and viUcins ualled their rising tlio VVhon a rohellioii lias 

for its goal Ibe aojpn.sition of libort^^, it is only natural that a king should 
tvmnble; hut. whether this wa» really the ease here or whether it was the 
natural dislike of all Germans for tho Clarlovingiaii dynasty, that hud 
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Oppressed not only llie Saxons and Frisians but also the Alainamu and the 
Bavarians, it is eortain that Ludwig feared tlio spread of the Saxon rising 
over Swabia and Bavaria, and strained every nerve to subdue it. In order 
to accomplish this he made use of such cruel means that his name, like that 
of Iiis grandfather Charles, deserves to be branded by history. 

Even had the Saxons endangered the national aims of Germany by their 
enterprise, and Imd Ludwig therefore liad just claims to be held'blameless 
oil that aCGOunt for trying to put down the movement, yet it must never bo 
forgotten that the Saxons had been provoked by the most abominable regu¬ 
lations, tithes, and other burdens unknown until that day, and that they had 
boon most cruelly wounded in all that they considered holy. As, in addi¬ 
tion, the Saxon freonien and villeins had been instigated to rebel by a mon¬ 
arch who called Idniself cmi^eror, and who according to existing state treaties 
was to exorcise lordship ovor Jiis brothers, justice imporionsly demanded that 
the people who had boon thus misled should bo treated with leniency; and 
that tlioir rosoiitmont sliould he by degrees allayed by relieving the burdens 
imposed upon them and by just treatment. Instead of proceeding thus 
luiinaiiely, Ludwig made uso of Ids powor like a cowardly despot, in order 
to iuniot indescribable tortures on tlio wrotohod Saxons, Ono hundred and 
forty men were beheaded, fouvlcon hanged on the gallows, and others, accord¬ 
ing to anoiont ouHloni of tho Homans, wore mutilated to render thorn inoa- 
pablo of fighting again. Tho inluimanity was carried to sucli a pitch, so the 
ohi’ouiolei'a albrm, that tho number of mutilated Saxons was so great they 
could not ho couulod. In tills way was quiet restored in Saxony, but it was 
tho {piiel of tho grave and of silent execration which followed the callous 
destroyer, a triio grandson of tho “groat” Charles. 


'XUI3 TllEATiT OF VERDUN (8-13 A.D.) 

Ill the meanwliilo tho time had come when, according to the Treaty of 
Ansilla, tho court of arbitration was to decide on the partition of the empire. 
Clnirlos and Ludwig therefore set forth at the beginning of October to meet 
Lothair at Metz. Neither, Iiowever, trusted the other, wlierefore Ludwig and 
Charles Icopl an army in rondinoss near Worms, while Lothair brought hia 
to williin eight hours of Metz. This caused a renewed tension between 
tho brothors; at last it was decided that tho arbitrators of both faotions, 
for who.so safety Ludwig and Charles feared on account of the proximity of 
tho lio.stilo army, sliould incot in Coblenz. The preliminaries for the par¬ 
tition wci’o at onco begun there; but it soon becaino evident that tho arbi¬ 
trators liardly know tho geographical position of the countries they had to 
divido, much loss their I'clativo sizes and the characteristics of their internal 
conditions! There arose, tljoroforo, on both sides recriminations and com¬ 
plaints, tlion anger, fuiy, and a fresh rupture. Tho discord assumed such 
proportions that it was feared the negotiations would bo broken off and war 
become inovitablo. 'i’ho condition of the people was so wretclied that public 
opinion, tlmt of tho nobles at least, began gradually einphatically to demand 
patching up of these unholy quarrels. Gaul had been devastated by military 
campaigns, and as a natural consequence was overrun with bands of robbers. 
'I’o add to the misery, scarcity of crops Imd caused a food famine, and finally 
nowH canm that tho stellinga in Saxony, rendorod desporato by Ludwig’s cru¬ 
elty, had talcou up arms again after his dej^arturo. Taking all these ciroum- 
stancos into oonsidoriition, tlie most dLstinguished men of all factions declared 
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I’osolatelj^Hiid by (joiiimon non«onl, to tlio IcingfltlHit Uio oonohujionof ii doniiito 
lualiiig poivoo wjiH oC tlio most urR'oiit noccsHity, luicl that iC Mio nogoiuiiions 
woi-ft agtiiu brolvojv oIX Umy \vo\iUl not pavticijnvto iu any now wav. 

At tho Haiiio time it wiis propo-Hod, in f»rdcr to ovorc'oino all obstaclea 
to tlio piiriilion, Ibat Ibo rtiithorisud roumsoiilalivi’-H or avbiLvaLoi'H hIiouUI 
imnindiatoly travel ovor tho loiif(tli uiul In-oadtli of tlio oi)\piv{j, iu ovdov to 
acquire tho iKicuHHury Iciiowlodgo for the divi.sioii of tho samo; and alao 
that au arnuHtico of auilablo duration ahould bo oouoUidod to faciUtaio tho 
pi'opiu'utions for tlio real oouolimioii of pciioo. 'I'ho foroo of (uvoinuHLaneoH 
obliged Uiu IdngH to yiold; Iho pi'opo.scd ooninilfision wan undortalcon iu 

coinnioiailio annistioo wasoxUmiled 
till .fuly, HJll, and aiiotlior mooting 
for tho ooueluHicin of peace wiui 
fixed for that year. 

WbWo Wwt aYlvitvatttVH wove 
jounioying ilivougU tho I'ouutvios 
that wore to lie divided, budwig 
rotuvaod oiuui uguiu to ^Sllxouy, iu 
order (omihdno Llio I'onowod viHing, 
'J'bo ati’llhtffn made a brave roHint- 
ftnoo, but tlu) Hujau’ior might nf 
tho king wuH hound to oonquer, 
uudoullouK (iruolLy uguiu diagnieoil 
tho wnupoiiH of iliu hlood-LliirHty 
doHjwt. 

In July 8'lh ropveHontullvoH of 
tlio llirvo brolbern mot at luHt at 
Vorduii, iu onit'r to nugoliiite for 
IMMico. Aud it wiiH Ihm'o Unit the 
I’mnl troalY ^Ylm really uiguod iu 
AugUHt of the Haiue year. I(h 
chief pi’oviHiona wm) \ (L) OhavleH 
tho Ibild roe<uved (laul iind a part 
of (forinauy, wIiicMiivs holAveon the 
month of tlu^ .Sebeldo aud ilsaoun'.e 
on tho loft hank, and (iiouoe to tho 
hranfl. 'riie laiundavy of Ihh kin/|dom Htrotohod Uk’uoo to tlio Sabne, and 
along the Uhouo to its emlioiicliuroin tho i\Ioditorran«’an. bndwig veceivi'd 
. nil tho (Tornian (auiulrioBon iho right hank of tho Rhino and (ui tlio loft Spimu*, 
WoruiH, luid Maiuz,, with (he diaUiota apjierUuuiug (hereto. (H) Lotliiiir 
reinaimid iu jaiHsoaMinu of (ho tillo of onqioror and ol all landa outaidn Italy 
Avhieh lie lieli\v(M)U Ibo roaluiM of (giarh'H Ibo Raid and Ludwig. 'I'liat wan 
the oHsonco of the fainouH dVoiity of Vordnn, whioh waa tlio foundutinu of the 
final oalabliHUiiient of tho pure ({orman naiinn ami of tho unity of tho 
einpii’o. 

Ah to the value of tho treaty', it is at oiieo evident that it waa far 
fvmu adeijuato from Un^ ]>omt of viow of Uio inloreat of tlio pooplo, and wafi 
only an (’xjiediont of noee.sHity, whioh tho oonllioting ju'ivalo iniereHla of 
Iho kiiiga laid caDod into ovmlonoo. Tho olindnation ()t all judopoudent 
nation!!, and tlio orgiiuiaod nnion of all (ho hoiwes of oaeli vuoo into one atiito 
was the giviite.st need of that ])erl()d ; but by (ho 'rroat}'' of Verdun, CJoi’iniiny 
I'oeminod lUvided u)), for the gvoatpst parlrt o£ tlio Ubino dialriet and Ilolgium 
woro Hovoi’od from it. ^ 
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In the siiino wny the boundary queatiou in the interior of the couiibiy 
between Gornnina and the Slavs remained unsettled, and the cleinaroation of 
the nation was therefore once more obliterated. The principal cause of this 
regrettable evil was the unfortunate idea of the imperial dignity wbicli was 
to encompass the wliolo of Clmstendoiu. Lothair showed himself so violently 
possessed by the idea of this dignity that ho would not under any circum¬ 
stances give it up. Aachen was the capital of the emperor, and Lothair 
insisted so obstinately on retaining possesaioii of the city that, willingly or 
unwillingly, a strip of land from the Gorman realm had to bo conceded to 
him, Under those oiroumstancos there was no alternative between a new 
war and tho dismeiubermeiit of Germany. Under the prevailing conditions 
tlio former was neither feasible nor desirable ; moreover at that time national 
spirit sliowocl itself in many of the greatest inoii to be practically non-existent, 
and consequently to Lhoni tlie organic unity of the nations was of little 
uocoiiiit — if they recognised it at all. It wrta therefore not considered that 
tim dismeiubcrincnb of Germany was any very great sacrifice to offer on the 
altar of peace, 

And yet, however unsatisfactory tho treaty of Verdun was for German 
intorosts, it munt bo coiioodod that in view of the existing situation even tho 
partial union of tho Germniia into a separate empire of their own was an 
inoalculablo advantage. 'J'ho union of north and south Germany, enforced 
by Charles I, could bear no fruits becmise the independent national develop¬ 
ment was aiuntod by tho enforced alliance of the Germans with Romans, 
Gauls, uud Italians. By tho Treaty of Verdun tho Germans, on the other 
luuul, were separated from the Guelfs, and even if important purely Germanic 
stoolc was cut off, yet the majority still romainod combined in one independ¬ 
ent stato free to develop according to the hereditary spirit. 

Yhmlly tho empire given to Lothair by the disTnemberment of Ger¬ 
many was so eontraiy to all common sonao in its situation and boundaries, 
that u continuation of tliis sin^ulur a-iTaiigoinont was beyond tlio range of 
probability. Lothair’s possessions outside Italy were soparntod from his 
])rinoii)ul realiii by the Alps j tlioro was absolutely nothing in common be¬ 
tween tho Italians and tho Gormans, and at tho same timo Lothair’a portion 
on this side of the Alps only consisted of mi extronioly narrow strip towards 
tho Koa, wliicli iiowhcro offered a suitable protoclion. Part of this strip of 
land wtvs iiiliahitod by roraaniaecl Gormans or Guelfs, and tho remaining and 
greater part by pure Teutons j consequently it was only to bo expected that 
tho Giiolf portion would struggle to bccoino united to France and the 
''J'ouLonic to tho inolhor country. This is wliat actually came to pass later; 
and therefore in tho Treaty of Verdun were to bo found the elements for 
tho ostablislimcnfc of a national Toutonic oinpiro and unity. AYe therefore 
now look upon tiiab treaty as tho foundation of both.e 

Gormaiiy dates lier national existence from tho Treaty of Verdun. East¬ 
ern or Touioiiio was then forovor sopiiratcd from Western or Latin Franco, 
which in later limoB gained exolusivo possession of the name, llie heart of the 
I'h'anki.sh dominions being known as Franconia. The oaths taken respec- 
iivoly by tlio armies of Ludwig and Clmrlos show that the two languages were 
already distinct. The Frankish conquerors of Gaul were largely latinised by 
iutorcoui'HG Avitli tho former subjects of the emsars; and while the soldiers 
of Ludwig swore allegiance in old German, tho oath of Charles’ army bore an 
almost equal rosomblance to Latin, ProveiiQal, and modern French. The 
'J'outoiue and Roman elements in European society and speech were from 
iliafc moment separate./ ♦ 




C.IIAV'rKR VJl 

TItK lUll'l'Il OV NATIONALITY 

AiA’IIouou \)y Tn^uiy of YovtUiu Ui« yoiuiviood [\\ wnno wumih- 

m’<j nnitcd uiul tli()oinp(n'ov)iiwlacorUdu ju'o-oinmouco ovj'I’ LIuj kiiif*’, Juj \vuh 
( iortai\dy not o)ido\vod Nviih H«i)voino pvovo^jvtivw, Uio diolvioU vuro jvh din- 
liiKd Cvom omjli olhov um Uioy om'o wuvom lluuiivuuojw of Uvu Movoviii^jiinw. 
TUo idua of hn))oriul llioi>ovuoy w*«rt tlio oualoinivvy uvvivn^oinoot of nno- 
(uiHsiou (if Uio FninliiHli uionaiohy Imd pi'ovailod. 'J’Jiin viutory wun vifo with 
<i«iwc(inom',ort for Oio l'’nvnki«ii Kingdom m\\ nil Iho tiwm x\)\w\ by I ho KvaiiktA, 

AUhoii^'li it wii.s not tiio intorcHlH of tho ixjojdo but tlioHO of tlio rnliira 
wluv,h had hul In ilio 'i’nmty of Vcvdnu, it was of iinporlanoo for Uio 
('volutioiuiiid cullivaLiou of iiiiticmality hi tlio \YohI.. VVliilHt laidwii^’H Idiijjf- 
<lom almost oiiiiroly uoiiMistod of (iornuiu Jund.s, (diavloH on llm ollior aido 
]iikI tlioHo jmvLs of (hiul lUroiuly iktiiiuuUhI by llio Roman rluirmiLor; and nut 
of tho gi'oat f Rrman Roman ICinpiro in llm KuhI Frankhb kingilom iimro aroMo 
a Htatu Avhosc) pooplu, alluht sejiamlnd in claiiH, worn Himilav in Innj.ptug'O, (Uin- 
UnuH, ami tlunighi, ami Rudr oonncnHoo iiogmn to boHbnwu in Iboir liuignago. 

Ill imuti’JidiHtiiiuliuii (*j tho Rnnian liiiignago of Llio loariK'd oJorgy and (lio 
UomaniMod toiiguo of Uunr mmlhcrn undwoHlorii iKdgdtboni’H, they caUnd IhiH 
lauguiigo (dii'iimii, tli<j “ [loinilar ” loiijpuo, and IhC/.y oiiUod LlioniKolvo.s Mio 
(lovaum-i^pouking lo diMlingiiiah IhoniHclvoM from Iho lionuuiH. 

'r]io hading of tluiii* union iniirtt imocHaanlv’have imiron.HoiI hm llii\y wmi'O 
imilod in onu kingdom and nmro HO]Mn’aL(id by Iho bond of Dio kingdom from 
oLlior rinjoM. In like nmiinor tlio KrankiHli Roman iiaLioiialily was moro 
noUldy ovolvi'd in Llm WU'Hl Kmiilcmli kingdom, afLor tlio union with tliu 
pnroly ({oniiaii moan \mK di.ssoJvod. 

Tbo Uoi'maiiH Umvofovo, Viko llio Kroiicli, and not wilhont rniiHOn, rt'gard 
tlio 'IToaty of Vordun an tlio birth-hour of Uioir luiLioimlity. Aflci' (ho 
hi'iialdng up uf tlio (Wlovingiuii kingdom, Iho ludural dilToi'oni‘(‘s of tho 
viLi'ioiiH riU'OH (lid not r{Mij)]nuir willi tlioir narrow, nhari) diHliiudioim, hut 
thoy licgiin to fonn I'ro.sh ]uitionaIi^doH upon iiwidor and inor(3 uiiivoi’Hid liaHia, 
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and tliiy fact waH productive of tlic most important results. There was 
much to cause the delay of the further separation of tho East and West 
Kraiikiali icingdoin. Tho political elements which Charles had united in his 
kingdom were by no moans equally distributed over all districts, and they 
had not gained tho Bauio force everywhere. Tho feudal system had espe- 
oiivlly gained ground on Gallic soil and there iittained to such power that the 
freedom of the lower classes was quite stilled; all the lower circles of the 
poi)ulatioii wore dependent on the powerful feudal princes. The great 
vassals thereby became so strong that they soon instituted tho hereditariuess 
of their fioEs, and the king only relaiiied real power over the crown posses¬ 
sions, having eisowiiDre only the riglits of a chief ieiulal lord. The royal 
])owor such as had been oxorciaetl by tlio Merovingians and tlie first Carlovin- 
giima diininishod more and more, and royalty was only instituted hero later, 
oil quite a frosii basis. 

lb was different in the East Eranicish Icingdom, Tiio freedom of the 
flommunitios had there taken root too deeply to be so easily displaced; vas- 
saldom only gradually gaiuocl ground and mostly only because the royal 
feudal people wore introduced to tJio people as olHcials. TJicre was there¬ 
fore fur more atrongth and union in tho govorimiont; the king was still the 
people’s king and ho could call directly upon the figliting power of tho 
niassea, This was ohiofly why Ludwig tho Gorman was superior to Charles 
the Ihdd aud also to LoUiair. In almost tho same way, Lothair’s kingdom 
consisted of Gorinun and llonuxu districls without any national ■unity; it was 
therefore weak and unatablo, albeit tho chief lands of tho government and 
tho iivHt cities of tho kingdom belonged to him.* 


Titn llniGN oj'’ Ludwiq tub Gkuman (B43-876 a.d.) 

Ludwig’s^ iiulopondout aovoroignty commenced at a moment of great 
national di.yasL(jr. In tlio year 846 Kin^ Horilc of Denmark, who Imd a 
largo Hoot of Norse pirato vessels at liis disposal, commenced a general 
attack upon all the muritiino provinces of tho Frankish Empire. One divi¬ 
sion of Ids /loot, amounting, it is said, to six hundred ships, sailed up the 
moutli of tho Elbe and nmdo iiu unoxxmeted assault upon Hamburg, the seat 
of missionary activity in the Scandinavian north. Tho city was tEiken and 
hiu'iiod to the ground before tlio local levies (lloorbaiui) could liaateii from 
tho HiiiToundiiig country to its aid. Many of the inhabitants fell by the 
Norilmiou’s swords, the rest wore scattorod or perished a.s they fled. Bishop 
Auskiir nought refuge for himaclf and. his books and. roUca in the desolate 
moorland betwoen the Elbe and Woser. Another dotaohmenfc of the Nor- 
imin licet wrought hideous liavoo in tho kingdom of the West Franks; Paris 
was ooininittod to tho llanios and most of its inhabitanU slaughtered by the 
Northmen. King Oliavlos thos Bald wont so fur as to oolloct an army, but he 
did not dare lo confront tho invaders; huVeod, ho was well ooiAont to ywo- 
ouro tliQ withdrawal of tho j)irate8 — who dreaded the vengeance of the 
patron saints of tlio churches they had plundered and burned far more than 
tho Ei'ankisli uvricra-han — by tho payment of a considorablo sum of nioney. 
Tho Northmen carried homo with them from their raid a deadly pestilence, 
to which King Ilorik hiinsolf succumbed after grievous suffering. Before 
his deatli ho sent an embassy to Ludwig the German to entreat his pardon 

p Tho form “Louis" is very commonly mot but wo prefer Uio Goinmn.] 
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for ilio clcaU’uotioii of Jliiiubarg, at tlio siiino tiiiio proniisiiijj Lo rotitoro iho 
priaouoi's aiitl booty. 

'llio NortUiuuii rcpotilcd tlunr incuruiou uo laioi* tluiu tlio following yoav. 
They re.spectucl ilio dojiiinioas of Ludwig Iho Uorimui, hut I’aviigod iho whole 
uoaat of weaiorji Fniiioo ua far aa Bordeaux. Tlio Saniccjim pilliigod ilio 
coaals of Italy at the aamo Umo; it wociuod an tUougU iUe Novn\au pirate 
oxeuvaions luicl oinboldoiiod thoin to Hiniihu* outo]'2)riHOH, From Afrioa thoir 
Jloot aiiilod to Homo and took iho city on iho right bank of tho 'L’ibor, iiielud- 
ing tha ohureli of St. Potev. Th«y then luuvckod into aonth Italy, [ullaging 
and Hlanghturiiig aa they went. Ou tho vetiiru voyage a aLorm at aea aoiil 
I)art of tho lleot to tlio bottom of tlio Meditorranoan, and the (Mirl.HLuiu world 
Hixw tliQ avenging hand of (IihI in thoir deatruetion. On the other liand, it 
way keenly alivo to tho alramo of Iciiowiug that iloiue and othor fanioiia holy 
2Jlac(?H liiul fallen into the handy of the inlidols. 


WAU WITH TtlK HliAVONia TUIIIKM 

At thia time King inulwig was engaged in war with tlio Hhivonio trilxiH. 
Ay early an tho year 8 ir> lie hud not been able to kooi) tlie AbodritoH in Huh- 
jeutiou exou 2 »l hy fovoe. At tho )>egiauing of H-iO lie cumpiered a Slavonic 
li’iho on tile KJho wliieh we cannot more olo.soly identify, and tlion took the 
iiolcl agaiiiat tlio Moravians, wboHO duke, Moimir, wna HUHjieeUid of eontom- 
phitiiig robolliou. Ludwig depoaed tlie duke, and noiniiuiLud lily iioidiow 
Kaliylaw iih Iuh Hueoo.ssor. On Jiia return nmroli tlie king took tho way 
tliruii^li I&olieiniu, where, in iii<»uidainuua ground and (lie dojilliH oi' tlie 
forost, he found hiuiHolf yuddenly naHadod by the tV/.e(5hH, and the (iermau 
unny snffci'od Hovoioly hoforo it <!ouUl cHcape from the anilui.sh. ImmniU- 
uLoly afLoi’Wui'dH tho JiohomiiuiH, wlm up to thin time Jiad heun noniinally 
Hubjoct to FnuikiHli dominion, proceeded to open hoHtilUicH agaiaat the 
king^loni of the J'hiyt b'ranky, ajid Ludwig eonHoipienUy found liiinyelf 
muler tlie luiooHHity of iindortaking a great exjunlilion againyt thorn in iho 
year 81‘J, lie liiiiiHoU wan preveiUcd hy Hiekno«9 from tiihhig jiart in 
the eiuinjaign, and wum obligeil to nend liin army into the Hold imdor tho 
loiuloi'Mhip of NevcL’id coujits who wore at vurianeo miumg theniHolvcH, 'rho.so 
eomimindui'N, after gaining wmio Hlight jirollmimuy lulvanLagcH, fiiiirered 
heavy Ions in men uin(mg.st the foronlH of IJoliomia, and wine aetimlly ooni- 
polUul to give lioHtiigoH Lo tho Hohoiniaim to imsiiro Mioir own n'Uiru lioimi 
uuiDoleHted. This oeeuiTciieo aronyed the ja'ofouadcHt iinligiialiou among 
till) Kiist Kraiilc jjooplo, who had hitherto gloried in thoir military I’Oiiuta- 
tioii ahovo all tlungy. 

iSiiuui iieiilicr of the three kingdomy hud any laolc of enmiiicH, tlu3 tlirno 
hrothors doLoriiuiiod to maintain friomlly HOiituuenU lowardy eaoli othor and 
to make common oanso for defence againyt thoir focH, adjimting thoir own 
Hinnll difroi'oiU'oy at a diet of ])pim!OH (Kiiaslentag) to ho liold at nhort intur- 
vain. I'hoy lucL Limn for the first time at Dieduuhoiin in H Id, thou in 8JT at 
Mui'soa on the IMuas [^[ensu|, and at Movaen again iu bhj, With them 
ap^joared thoir grciiL vasyalH, toinporal and apiritual. The lirotliei'S swore 
to asniyt one anoLhor with counsel imd deed against their cneinioH, and they 
direoted that thoir mutual agrcemmit ahouUl he put im vi'cord luul nuido 
known among thoir subjoety. Ibit unhap^uly thia act of lii'otlierly oonuord 
was doOciout ill honont jiiu'Ikiho, for caeh one wuh Hihmtly watching and 
miKpecliiig the otlicrs, as though Cliey laul been hia wornt eueiuies. 
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LUDWIU TUllNS AGAINST CnAlltiES THE HALO (863-800 A.D.) 

Up to this timo Lndwig had remained the mast loyal of the three to tliis 
friendly conipiict 5 but in Uie year 853 he allowed his greed oE tevritovy to 
Boduoo him into an aofc of troaohery towards Charles the Raid. The Aquita- 
nians, who had long struggled under the leadership of Pepin—son of a 
brother of the three hings who had died young—against union with the do¬ 
minions of Charles the BakU appealed to King Ludwig for aid after the 
death of their prince, proposing that he should either become their king 
himself or send one of liis sons. The war with the Slavs was assuming ever 
vaatcr proportions, and Ludwig was unable to quit Goriuany, He therefore 
despatched his second son, Ludwig the Y’oungor, with an army to Aquitaine. 
Charles the Bald was hard pressed by the Northmen at that time, and could 
only spare a small force to op^ioeo the Germnu troops. But the expedition 
of the Gorman monaroh’s son to Aquitaine wns not the success ho had antici¬ 
pated. Only a fvncliou of the nobility took hia pavfcj another party adhered 
to the .son of their laio ruler j others, again, hold with Charles the Bald. 
TMie wliolo attempt oaino to nothing. Liulwlg was constrained to seek safety 
ill a rolroat which boro a strong re.somblanco to ilight. The Aquifcanians 
rotunicd to their allogianco to Charles the Bald when ho had set hia son, 
who WU.S still a niiiior, ovor thorn as king, ami thus assured tlioii’ country of 
a oortaiu dogroo of indopendonoo. 

Tho yoav 855 summoiiod King Ludwig to fresh martial enterprises. The 
Moravians had become rentloss and moiiuood the ea.storn regions of the king¬ 
dom with iiivuHion. Ludwig undertook an expedition against Ratislaw, 
their prince, but without olfoct, for the onemy took refuge in secure iortilied 
places boliind lofty raiuparta of earth. After tho king had withdrawn 
Uio hloraviiuw pro.s.sod forward into Gornumy along the right bank of the 
Danube, pillaging as tlioy oanio. Ludwig could do little to proteot this 
part of tho c< 3 uut.ry, as Ihe Slavs wore eUvving again in tho northeast. In 
tho succoocling years ho had to undortako vaidous small oxpocliiions 
tho Dalemiiwimifl, who dwelt hotwocn tho Elbe and Miilclc, and the 
of Bohoniia, Tlio results wore in most cases inconsiderable, but even in 
tlio.so minor campaigns tho German lo.ssos in fighting men were heavy. Tho 
groaLesl diingor with which Ludwig wa.s at that timo menaced loomed from 
tlio oast. Tlio whole Slavonic world was in a forinont, and strove to gain 
hvcalhing-fipaco by pressing westwards. 

Under those oiroumntanccH wo cannot but bo surprised that Ludwig 
tliought tlio inomout propitious for extonsive military operations against 
Cliarlo.s tho Bald. In tho kingdom of tho Wost Franks, a terrible state of 
things prevailed, for not only did tlio Northmen ravage tlio most fertile 
regions — espocially the lowlands of tho Loire — almost OA’ory year, hut in 
tho interior of tiio kingdom tho insubordinalo nobles were at wav with one 
another and with the king. Tho malcoiitonla of Uio western Icingtloin had 
rtqjeaiodly turned their eyes towards tho German king. When, thoraforo, 
in tho year 858, Jio received an appeal from many persons of consequence in 
tli 6 kingdom of Charles tlio Bald to dolivor them from tho king’s tyranny 
and to protect their country from tho inoursions of tho heathen, Ludwig 
gave lip tho idea of a campaign against the Slavs, for which he had already 
made preparations, and inurohod his army to tho west, veiling his dastardly 
in’caoli of tho peace under many Tino phrasn^i, Tho oinneror Lotlmir had 
died a sliort Lime boforo, and tho inlorvcning kingdom or Lorraine had de- 
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soGiulecl to liLs HOii, L(>tlmir U> a youiijf ami iuciiimbln riilor, luul Ludwig 
Iiad llioroJ'oi'o good X'uusuii to lu)pa that Im iniglit ho iil)lo U* ruuiiiU! Lho major 
pai'l of Uio doininiouH of ('hivrlmuugao \iu<Uw hia own HocidA'o. Uo, udvancod 
wUh bin j’ui'ooH as ]‘.U‘ ms Orloatis wliihi (!hui’lo.s tlio HuLd and liin iiophow 
IjoLliiiir ^v^;l'o ongagud in a joint Ktrngglo with llio Normans on ilio banks 
(d’ iUo Loiru. Imiigiiuug himsolf iilriiiuly in sooiiro possossioii ol' ilio wcisU 
nrn idngdoin, {\w. king dinmisKod U«) gvoul-m' \hh‘L of liiw army, wUiuK anuord- 
ing to aiieiouL (iiiMloin, ooidd iloiiniml In n-turn iunno iiftor Lliruu luontli.s 
HorviGO ill Lho hold, 'I'lien tho lomjnn* of tlio iiootilu Hiiddoidy clmngiHl, 
Thn liuUc of tlio AuKtruniiiu nUirgy luul I’omnimHl loyal Lo Cbuirlos Mio Bald, 
Llu) Ltnnponil lords worn ill plnasod to sou Umt Ludwig govovnnd tUo oouiilry 
willi a Hti’oiig hand, and Urn Holdirv.s of hin iiriny Imd boon guilty ol Ilio gnivu 
orror ol allowinj!; LluanHelvos to iiorjiotmlo imln nl violiuuio aguiiiNL tho 
country Tollc. Ludwig mutdimly round liiiUHoll dcHoidod liy Llm Au.stmHiun 
noblos, dlsid'lVdliou was nfo about hini on ovory Hido, wiiilo troops of yuhshIs 
worn giitlioring round bis brollmr (diurloH. Muspooting Iroaohory oviuy- 
whci'i', lu) look his doparluro with all possiblo sjmod, having' riiapcd notbing 
Iroin tho w)(o]() oaiiipalgn boyond a iionHidonililo Limh of jno.sligo. Ai'tci' 
jiroLriiolod luigoUalloim a poaoo was ulUnnitoly ooncbidod boLwoon CdiarloH 
and Ludwig at (JobUmy. in H(I0. 'I'ho latlor was J'onuid lo rest (ioiitcnt wllh 
boiug Kj^iiu'od a jiidilio hutnilialiou am) with tho giaul of a pardon to (ho 
Austrasuiu iitiblos wlio bad dono boimigo lo him. 

TIM-; r.ai) ok i.otiiaiii 

h’rom llio yoar 8lK) onwards llio alVairs ol I/omiino oiaui}>io(l tho foro. 
ground ol pol'itionl altontioa loi’ both (ho (lornmn mul AmUruHiuu kings. 
Tn H55 tho oiiiporor lailludi* dind in Uio nionastory ol Ibiiiii, into whioh 
bn luul fotii'od slid: and world-wnary. llis nnllllul nomluot towards liis 
I'alluu' up[)nars to liuvn woiglintl houvily npou Ids spirit and ostrangud llio 
hoarl.s of otlmr.s from bbn lo siioh an oxioot (hut ho mn’i'r nflorwards tliroi'o 
ill moil’s oslooni. In aniMn'daiion with ninmmt I'miildHli usago liis tliriH) 
sons divi<liMl ainoiigHl tliom tho dominions Im Imd lol't. Italy and tho inipo* 
rial dignity Foil lo l-udwig lid tho Rhoiin proviiinos to (Huirlcs, who was 
yoL ji iiiinoi', and tho imwl inijiorlant sham, Loi-rainn (LoMiariiigin) projair 
iiml Krioslaiid, (o Loiliair 11. Kroin Uin (imo l.luit lin was littln morn I'hau a 
boy tho young king, Imthair, Imd livnd willi Ids futlior’a ooniiivaiioo in a hoi-L 
ol nuu'i'iagn rolatioii with a huly of rank, Wnhluidn li.y nami*, who liad boriio 
him sovni'ul -sons. Aftor his lalhor’s ilcalh hn took to wil’o, )iol< tlio lovo ol 
his youth, Init 'L'liiothorgu, tlio diuiglilor of a distingiiisliod Ihirgiiiidiiiii 
uolilo whoso ]]oss('ssioiis lay in tlio yXlpinn vallnys hidwooii Ilidy and llio 
kingdom ol the Wost Franks. 'I'lmro was no issun of llin uiaiTiiigo, and 
tlin king ciniinnivod iUo ilosivo to lid Idnisnlf of liis nonsoi’t tliat iin might 
marry Waldnula and ho smuiro tlio kingdom lo his oliildron. With this 
ohjoot ho oaiisod all H«n ls of soandaloim rummii.s pt bo disHoiniimloil about 
Tliiotborga, implying that boloro hor iiuirriugo sho luul livod iu iiuaistuous 
intoi'iiourso with lior own In’othoi*. 

Tho liiuo-Horving olorgy of Imrniiiio, willi Arclibisliop 'riilolgand of 
'rrcvoH and (li'mlhoi* of Oologno at tlioir lioad, worn vonid oiiougli to grant 
a divoroo on tho gvoimd of LUnsn oalumuhms ropoi'Ls at a Hyiuid hold ut 
Aauliou in tho yoar BdO, ami to oondniuu tlio ipioon to do ponaiioo in a 
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nunnery. Loilniir UiertMipon colobratocl his nuptmls with AValUrathi witli 
groat pomp. But both liis undos, Charles the Bald and Ludwig were 
adverse to the divorce, booause if Lolhair left no legitimate issue they 
would be tim heiia to liia Idugdom. At the instigation of Charles the Bald 
Hiiieinar, Llio loanied and disinitatious archbishop of Rheims, published a 
pamphlet exposing Iho whole tissue of falsehoods which had been iiiventod 
lu Tliiubborga’.H disadvantage and vohoiiiciitly impugning the proceedings 
of tlio synod of Aaclicn. Tlio unhappy qiicou escaped from her nun¬ 
nery and tliL'ow liei’solf upon the proLeotiou of Ohuriosj she also appealed 
to tho pope for help. U'ho papal chair was at that time occupied by 
NichohiH 11, a mighty princo of the church, who gladly einhraoetl the oppor- 
UiiiiLy thus offered of Riiinmoning a king before his judgment-seat. He 
sent legates t<i Lorraine to inquire into the king’s inalrimoniiil affairs at a 
J''riuilviah synod. But the legatas wore not 
proof against Indbery, and at n synod nt 
in the year 8Go they pronouneed in 
fiiYoiir of tho Idng. 

Nicholas, lourning of tlio corruptibility 
of Ills agents, oondomnod tlio conclusions 
of tho synod of MoL*/. in a Lateral! synod ami 
deposed tho archhishops of Treves und 
Oologno. A lengthy und roimlsivc contro¬ 
versy on tho subject of the royal divorce 
oiihiukI ill J^orrailie, liiuUng an echo oven 
ill tho olmmliors whore tho women sat 
Hpiimiiig. Lotluiir was forced to bow to 
tho pope’s will, und Ida consort Thiotberga 
returned to Ida court. But ho prosontlv 
hogaii to 11 VO with Waldmda again, nlthongli 
he could not procure the oiiurch’s sanction 
in II divorce and a inarriugo with Ilia miBlress. 

'riiiH Hoiindalons fpmrvol, w»hiclikopt tho mind 
of all tho wostorn world in a state of agUn- 
Lioii, wa.4 still dragging its length along when 
Nicholas II died in 8()7. lyothnir hoped that 
he might gain his end with fclic now pnpo 
Adrian 11, and with the object in view ho 
undoi’look ii jonrnoy to Italy in 8G9. At his 
interview with tho pope lie swore, to the 
horror of all pious souls, an oath notonously 
false, doolai’iiig tliat in recent years ho had 
avoided all commevco with Waldmla. But 
the now]U)po, wholicUUho king in profound 
contempt on account of his corrupt morals, 

also refused to grant the divorce, and could bo brought^ to promise no more 
than that ho would inquire into the matter onco again in a synod which he 
would summon to meet at Romo. Lotlmir died of a niging fever on Ins 
lioinowiird way, und his devout contemporaries saw m bis death the divine 
iudgmoiit on his crime. Ilis children were not rocogmsed by tho law, and 
ins (Ininiiuous therefore passed to the other monarchs who were of kin to 
him. Tlia brother, the oniporor Ludwig II, was childless, so tliat Jnulwig 
the Gorman nud Charle.s the Bald were tlio«nlyheir.s whom it was necesaury 
to lake into account. 
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r.UDWKI AND ClIAlll/KM DIVIDIO DDTIlAIItK I*D.SHI!SH 10 NH (HTO A.D.) 

M iWo livwu ol’ LoiHair’s uulooko.d r<D’ <Uic(>uh« Lho kiu^* (d‘ llv<\ 
KninlcH WiiH in a war apfainht llui Shivs, lliw eldcist. hoji, (Jiirloiiitui 

[or Cai’lniunn|i'had for youi’H boon warrinff on llaLiMlitw, pj'iiuio of Moravln, 
anil lidcl gainod Homo auccoBacH. 'Hio CVaJohs ahsn friaiiiojitly iniiclo oxciir* 
Hions into Bavaria ai fliia poriod, Oftrryiiig llio inhiihiliiniH of tho ooimLry 
a.wiiy into (niplivity. budwig l.liiToforn roHolvcd li» iiitaok Llio Czooha all 
along tho bno iu onn gv\>Al wvinp'.dgn, Uv Uvis Awgwftt ot ftdO Iuh 
wort) oipiipjaul and roiidy to nmroh againat tlm fo«. Ilia Hiusond ,sc»n, biul- 
wig tlio Yoniigiu', was to attuolc ilio Sorbs, In* Itiiiiaolf in ooncorL with his 
soil Oarkmuui mmh to roduoo tho Moraviaim to HUbjooLioii oiu’o more. At 
this jnnoLiiro hii Huddmily IVll sink of a HoriouH mulady at UatiHljon ; and Jiis 
third soil, (’harloH, as yid uiitriod in urniH, lad tlio uriuy to join (kirlonnin in 
Ids sioad. 'riio war \vnB (iondnoliul willi huim'i'sh ut alt noints. 'l‘lm Soihs 
worn lioinpollod to snbinit. Tho ({nriniin warriors utliioKod liio iMoniviaiis 
Inihind thuir uppaiimUy iiu|>iiHsabh5 luu’tliworlvH, luiniod nuuiy pliions to tho 
gronnil, and rotiU'uod homo hulini with spoil. 

Ahjiiiiwldh!, ()liarh‘s tho Bald was niuking liiudo to liiko possossioii o[ 
botlmir’s doininioiiH, Ifo had Imoii hiisy with dohmsivo iiuiusuroH ngiiiiist 
tlio Ntu'iiiau iiiL'iiUiH, wlion Uio nows of his nophow's dciiih was lironghl to 
him. 'rjio otnporur laid wig 11, lioMmir’s Iwothor, was far away iiinl Jiis forcoa 
worn iUMiguUicuut, iiml tho roporlsor builwlg’s illuo.HS smiiulod so luifiivour- 
iiblo thiit tlioi'o soonmd no olmnoo of Ids rooovm'y; ho that (diiirliis tho ihd'l 
liopud that ho iniglit snoonod in making himHolf botliair’s solo lioir. Ilu 
liurriod to MoU, wlioro ho inid hiniHolf m'owfiod king of Ijorruiiio, and thouco 
procuodcd to Amdion to voooivo Uio Inamigo of lim nobloH. Yory fow 
of tlio nohhjs, liowovm'i jirosoutod UioidhuIvos. Mo LIjou vontnrod to on- 
orouoh upon tlio kingdom of Uio Bast Kraidcs, for ho took posHOHsiou of 
Alrtuoo, whtoh lAithair had pvoviunaly oodod i»> hndwig \n voUum I'ov iho 
uHHuranoo of liis support in liis matriihonlal giuirr(d. 

Jhit (lliai’los tho Buhl was not doKtinod long t<» onjoy his hlooilloss violory} 
Cor Inidwig roi-ovorod and tliroatonod him with war unloss ho oonstintod to 
a rruionial divlHiou of tho dominions loft !»y bothair. Tims oamo about 
Iho CuiuoUH i^avtition troaty, whioh was oonoliidod at Morson in tho yoar H70. 
By tins tuoiity ono-hulf of borruiuo loll f<i llio wostoin Iclngdom, and tho 
iithor to iho oasloi'ii. Tho boundary lino ran soutlnvards from llio month 
of tho Maim (Mouho], following tho oonrso of tho rivor for somo disLunoo 
until it roiuhod Oiivtho, tlnm orossod lo tho nutldlo Mosolli', jiiHt touohod 
upon tlio Manio, and thon ran along tho Sadno to (lio lovol of tho bako of 
(fonovu. 'rims, oast borraino, Almuio, aii<l north Burgundy, piissod in (lor- 
inany. 'Tlio 'iToaty of Moi’hoii was a (lorollui'y to tho Troaty of Vordun ; idl 
tho pni’oly ('lorinuiiio oUmumls of tho population woro nt>w coiuhinod with tlai 
oasLorn Icingdoin, and (ho way was proiairod for tho forniatioii of two groat 
status and nations, the ono (ionmmiu iiiul llio ollior Uonianoo. 


DART YKAUn DK MIDWrO YIIK (iKUMAN 

In tilo latior yuava of his Ufu, King budwig was uKliotod by (,ho smmi 
misfortimo wliiuh liu and his hrntliovs had oouHidrod lo bring ’n]ion tlu’ir 
fuLliur; for lits growii'iiji hoiw i^bollud agalUHt him. llo had luirly ('oiifi'iTod 
upon thoin n aluvro in tho Hovm-oignty of parts of Ids dominiouH, and iiftor his 
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kiligaoin liad been conniderably aggrandised by tlie Treaty of Mersen, tliey 
demanded a corresjwudliig extension of their dominions. Carlonuin, tlie 
oldest, ruled Bavaria almost as an independent kingdom, and tlierefove 
receivod a oonsidomblo acoossion. of temtory. The yowngev aona, Lruhvig 
and Charles, felt tliemsolyes aggrieved by this proceeding, and refused to 
vender obedience to their father any longer. This oceiirrence took place at 
lui iinpropitious time for the king, as tlie liLoraviaii prince, Snatopluk, had 
just inllicted a crualiing defeat upon a Bavarian contingent. Under these 
circinnatanCGa Uiidwig endeavoured to come to a compromise with his sons. 
Xn a diet at Forchlieini they Avero reconciled to him, on condition that they 
.should all share ecpially in Iho herilago of Lorraine. Tlicrenpnn a great 
GXiiedition against the Moravians was undertaken in 872. But fortune did 
not favour the (xerinan.s. A detachment of Saxons, at variance among 
themselves, wa.s worsted in battle and lurnecl back in shameful rout, and 
another army, under tlio coinnmud of Bishop Arno of Wurzburg, came back 
with lioavy 1o.sh and without liaving accomplished its object. Carlomaii was 
atlaekod in the rear by the Aloraviims, and forced to beat a retreat with 
heavy loss. TJie king himself ivns unable to take part in the war, being 
busy with Uie aifivivs of Italy. 

A grievouH domcHtio trouble was soon added to these military reverses. 
Ilia two yoiuigor sons emicoivod tlie criminal design of dethrouing their 
father, and holding him in captivity. Tlie proj'eot caino to light ns by a 
niiraolo. Cluirlca, burdonod with an evil conscieuccj was soiaecl with a fit of 
tho opiloptio disoiiHO from Avliich ho suffered, and betrayed part of his secret, 
probably during tho eonvulsions. According to tho ideas of tlie Lime, it was 
boliovou that tho dovil had entered into him, and lie was taken to church, 
whoro iho clergy tried to euro him by prayers and exorcisms, Tho si^ht of 
Ids hrothov’ri ravings wrought snoU iin eiioct on the mind of Ludwig' the 
Younger that, striekoii witli remorse, ho confessed their design to his father, 
'riie king refrninod from iiiiuishing Ida sonsj lie was reconciled to them 
again, and loft Ids dispo.«?ition.s for the succo3.sion mmltored. GroAvn wise 
by siioli cxpurionces, lie ihonoofortli granted his sons a fuller measure o£ 
indopondonco In their Hubordiimto dominions. 

About tlie end of Ludwig’s reign a peace Avns conclnded Avitli the Danes, 
to Ids great satisfiiction. After King llorik’s dcatli his two sons declared 
thoiv AviUingnesH to entov into a compact with Ludwig, whom they were pre- 
parod to Iionuiu' as a failior, to the olToot that tlio Eider should constitute 
t]\o houiidavy botwcou U\o two kingdoms, und that the two nations should 
ihencoroi’wui'd live in poacorul intorconrso with one another. On this basis 
a pouco Avas uoiicliulGd, greatly to tho benefit of missionary enterprise in par¬ 
ticular. '^riio aroluqilscopal sco of Ilumburg and Bremen Avas at that timo 
govoviiod by Jliinbort, a pupil of Anskar’s, who worked in oompleto harmony 
wlUi tho spirit of his prodecosaor. TIo endured the liardships of many seii- 
A'oyagcs, labouring to spread ClirLstianity among the Danes and Swedes. 

In tho following year the long Avar Avith the Moravians was also brought 
1,0 a close. A Afnriudan oinba,ssv apiJoarod at Eorohlieim in 874 to ,sue for 
ponce. Prince Su(ito])lnk ni\der(ook to render fonlty to tho king of Uer- 
niiiny and to jmy a regular nimual tribute. From a German province 
Moravia thus bcoiime a feudal slftto undor German suzerainty, an alteration 
whicli inu.st bo reckoned almost as a defeat for Ludwig. 

Tn the last year of IjUdAvig’s life an event look place to whicli he had latterly 
dovotod his wliolo attention. Tho Italian enjperor Ludwig II died and left 
no hoii'j and tho throne of the Homan Emplvo thus fell vacant. Both Lucl>^g 
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iiiid ('hiu’ldy till} IlaUl liiUl claim to Ihia digiuiy. ilio widow oC 

Uio (lottoftHod monai-cli, favouvcd tlio Gcnmvu Icing, -wUo had miido i\ii iigi'ca- 
nuint with luu'lit Trent in 872 lo tlin offoi-t ihiit lii.s ohli'nl Kon (!;ivloniiUi 
Hhoiild 1)0 llio sncocssof of Ludwig II; Lope John VlJI, on the cimtmry, 
winliod (o oonfiM- Iho Kucccssion niam (linrloH the Ihild. When iho nowH of 
Ludwig II’h di'iiili vtiiichod Uonio llio pojH) iiiiincdialoly dosiuitclicd an om- 
buHHy to tlio king of llio AVohL Kmiiksund invited liiin to iioinn and Ixi crowned 
emperor. On tlio other hand a convocation of lyomhiird nolilcH, at which iho 
ICiiijU'CHM Liigolhorgti wan prc.scnUdcclaivd in favour of tlic king of florinany. 

{Iliarlc.s tho Ihihl ontwittod his rival hy Iho celerity of liis action, for jin 
morn than four weeks after ho had received (ho tidings of tlio emperor’s 
doalli ho and his army stood upon Kaliiiii soil, lint his way Lo Home was 
liiuTod liy the sons of Ludwig, for (harles was in Italy at the lime, and (livr- 
Ionian luivriod iliithor from Bavaria witli an iinniy. By gross iinposluro, 
however, (Buirld.s ihc Ihild coutriveil to l■olulm• his 0 |)]) 0 MenlH harmless; he 
(lonnluded a eomiauit with (5arloinnu, amairdiiig to which tliey were lioth (o 
leave lliily, taking ilielv armies -with tluuu, and (lie fate of that country was 
tlien in lio dooideil l>y ainioiilde iignieinoiit hetweeu Iho two kings. \Vlion 
(hirloman, relying on this eompne.t, hud withdrawn I'rmn llidy, ('havh's the 
Ilidd Imstonoti to Rome and thorn received the imporiiil crown from iho i>o]ie 
in I'cturn for lavish gifts and proiulscH. 'riiis clumsy frand so enraged 
Tniilwlg the (Jeiamn that lie miderlook an oxpedilion against Llio kingdom 
of iliOyi^Vest Krimks, not. with a view lo the eomimist of th<i eonnUy hut in 
Older to (lonijinl Ins hiolhei* to come Imek from Italy and niiike a fair 
ari’angemoiit wiLli him. Hut tho old king himsolf was suminoned lionie hy 
numi'iiful tidings; his wife Jiiiuui, Hie loyal conijimiion of so nuiiiy years, 
imd died after piotiaetod MUlVeiiug, mid her <lealh ))lunged )iim into pro¬ 
found dejeetioii. He neverlheless determined to await his lirolliOT’H return 
and thoiunareh agiuiist him with Ids sons at llie lieatl of a well-found army. 
But tlie ju'oJeeLcd cxiieditioii never ennm (o pa.s.s, hn* Lndwig died soon al'ler, 
ill August, H7(k The luomenlons <pies(>oii wholher Die iuguiriiil dignity and 
the sovereignty of Italy should jmihs lo Mm Kingdom of lln' West ID'aiiks or 
Unit of the Last I'Yanks thus remained nmh'euUsl. 

Ill retro.sjieet the Intid resnll of the reign (d* hudwig ihc (lurman is seen 
lo 1)0 not unl'avournhle. Ainhist severo struggles he mainluiued Ins doiuiu- 
ions iiiliiet at aliiioHl every ])oint, and secured a vahiuiiUi aecessiuii of tern- 
lory from tho.so left hy hothair 11. Mon'over Iho (irst velieiuent nimlanght 
of tile. Slavonlis race.H on tlie eastern divi.sioii of the ]'’rankish J'lmplro had 
boon sueooHsl'ully repuisod. 


Tirn OON.'i OK Ja'UWIO TIIK UKUMAN; mrAUMOH TUK fat A.u.) 

After tlie death of Ludwig his (Iireo sons niidertook the '.iivornmcnt 
eonjoliUly, ('iirloman regarded Buvuiia as his })i’oj)m' hcriliige, inid hoped 
to win Italy and llio inijjerlal iTown into tho hargidii. (Ihaih's the Idit 
rnigin'd in Swuhiu, and Lmhvig tlie Youiij»er rnleU over Ihe iiorlliern jirov- 
incoM (if tho kiiigiloiu. This {nparlite division was agreed upon liy Ihe Ihree 
hrolhors at a meeting iit Riu.ss, Init it had hanily lime In take el'tVcl, for the 
imsanUs of foos tVoiii wdllumt and other grave disa.MUM's rollowed in such 
rapid .snceeBsion that tliey wore fully om]doyed in remedying' immediate evils. 

No Honiiov did Charles tint Bald receive the wolcomo tidings of hi« 
broUnjDs death than ho made* ready to roh Ida l5asL Frankish ueplvows; 
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ho -wivb wiigov Lo (51117,(i upon tlio wliolo of the dominions lefL by Lotliair 11, 
and to gam possosHiou of^tho intei’vening kingdom of Lorraino as well as 
of the iinpcriiil oroivu. Though his own oountiy was afc this time suffer¬ 
ing gvievmisly at tl\o lianda of the Northmen, lio led liis army into Lor- 
niino and ocaupied the imporlnnt cities of Cologne and Aachen. But lie 
had nii-siaken tlio cluirnctor of Ludwig the youngor, who was one of the Inst 
vigorous offskaois of the mighty Gavloviugian breed, ivvaliant soldier and 
a sagacions londci’. Oliarles allowed Ludwig to decoy him into giving battle 
niidor disadvantagoouH conditioMH iit Aiidornacli, and suiTorecl a severe de¬ 
feat, in wliicli tho greiiter part of tbo West Frankish army waa put to the 
sword and many nobles woro taken pvisonors or robbed of their costly robes 
and jewels. I^lany of tliom wore obliged to retiini home without even their 
weapons, and their cowardly king saved himself by shameful flight. 

A Cter Cliarlos tho^ Laid had come back to his kingdom the Norman pest 
began anow. Tho pirates could only bo induced to withdraw by tho pay- 
nieiiL of a luigo sum of money, which Charles levied upon tho whole oomitry 
iiudor tho imino of tlio Norman Tux (MrniunnenBfemr). Soon afterwards 
an ui'gont appeal for help voachod him from Italy, from the pope, who was 
HiifCoi'ing at one and tho aamo time under tlio oppression of the Saracens 
and of tho Italian nobles. Tho luUov wore at pormanoiit feud with liini, and 
did not oven respoot tlio cliurchcs and tlio consecrated vessels. Charles was 
not profoui^lly toucluid by tho pope’s ciitrcatioa, bub he wn.s koonly alive 
to tlio fear thnb Homo Italian noble might act tho imperial crown upon his 
own head, and thoruforo, in HpUo of the desperate state of hi.s own country, 
lie resolved to mal?c a frcsli miliUny expedition into Italy. In tho summer of 
877 ho held a convoiiationol lords temporal and spiritual at Quiorzy, to take 
counsel with thoni on tho subject of tlio Ilomaii expedition. Most of tliem 
tried to dissuade him from it, urging the miseries under which his own king, 
doin was sulferiiig; but Charlofl, novortholess, started for Italy at the liead of 
ail army. 

Pfipe John Vlir, who had but shortly before confirmed Clmvlcs* dec- 

to meet him. 'i’horc they were also met by tho alarming nows that King 
(Jai'loniaii liad conic in haste with an army from tho kingdom of tho East 
VrankH, luid was already jn upper Italy. Tho fcehlo monarch’s timoi'oua 
spirit iiiadc liim woleomo the furtlior tidings whioli came from his own 
(■ouiitry, to tlio olToob that tho iioldcs Avhom ho had loft behind in the 
Itiijgdnm of ilio ^Vest Franks wero conspiring against him. IIo hurried 
baiik to his own dominions in hot haste, without ivaiting to confront his 
adversary; and the popo Inifl to go home with hi.s piu'poso uiificbioved. 

Doatii overtook tho West FniukiBh monarch Buddcnly as ho ^yas crossing 
tho Alp.s. Tho niinanr ran that Xodokiah, his Jewish physioiaii in ordiuftry, 
liiul poisoned him witli a j^owdoi* admiiiistorod as modioino. Despised by 
all and loved by none, tho king departed this life in tho forty-sixth year 
of bin ago, a man wliolly vHo, ns hi.s contemporaries said, and one whom the 
annaU.st of Fnldac rnlhs “{imorons as a have*” 


Lun^y^(l the toungeu 

(imkinuin nit’anwliile rcniiiiiied in upper Italy. Wlion the news of the 
dcatli of Chiii'les the Laid roaolicd him he addressed a letter to tlie pope, 
rcc|uosLhig liiiii to buHto\v upon him the jiiiporkd dignity in return for the 



oualoiniu'y pi'oinlrtCH. 'Ni'jg^otliiUons on Ihu aubjoul hud nuiivly uomu to iholr 
coiKjkmioii wlioji iiii iiifoolioiw imihuly broko out union/;’ tiio (-iGi’iniui forooa 
and Om-loniiui full u victim to it. Tlio unuy luul lo I'cU'Oiil Imatily tiuroBs 
Llio AlpN, cuL’J’j’in^' tliuii' sitik kinjf in a lilLcr. TbU udinivublo pi'iiico was nob 
(luHtinud lo r(!c5(»vur. Like all llio uonu oC Ludwi/; the (lurimui, bo luul a 
tuiulonoy lo In’iiiii diHCiuso and jiunilyriin, inlioi-ilnd ]»i'ol)ul)ly from iluur 
nioUior Imiiiii. Prom Ibis tinio fonvard bo Uvtul on one of liin u«liil(v< uL 
Ootliii/; ill Iluviiriiu Lator tbo unlmjipy man m'uh HnuUmi mtli a purulyllo 
Hti'oko wliioU doprivud liim of Iho powor of H]tooob and motion, llo 
(liud in tbo luiliimn of HKO, afUn* lanpfuinbuig' for tbroo yuarH in a 
coiulitlon which rendered liiin im^apablo of diH(-lmi‘|;in/; any of ibo 
fniiotioaH of /;ovornimmb. 'riioro wua no msun of Ina marriii^m, but 
lu) had iiii illugitinnilo non* tlio on’nprinff of n liaiHOii witli a buly of 

rank, ujnm wlioin bo bud (.!(Hifurrud Llio 
Murk of (/urlnllHii durin/; bis illiiOHS. All 
biH (jontomptn'arioH a/;i’i‘o in doHoribiim 
(bu'lomuii us a priacn of /;runt valour and 
oxouplioiial ability, and tlio duulino of liis 
IKiwcvH III tbo |)iiino of 11 fo aa a /'I’OiiL 
mi.srortMiio for tlio otnjiinn 

Pioin tbo yiair H77 ouwanls Ludwig tbn 
Yoimgm’,Huoon<l non of Ludwig tbo (ionmui, 
loigiiod praolieully aioiiu, ami vuled 'with 
grout vigour ami augaoity. llti lii’Ht caino 
to a good uiulorHlnntling with lb(! kingdom 
of Ibo 'W'oMt KranliH, wlioro a Hon of C/lmduH 
Uio UaUl» laaiiw tbo Slamiuurur, hud UHOOudod 
tbo tbroiio. 'L’lio weak bualtli of ibo luttor 
])rovont(5d biin from oondurling tbo war in 
ju'.rHon, uml Im tborofovo oudouvourod Lo 
('OHIO to tonim ndtli llio oiiHlorn kingdinn. 
b'or tluH purpoHo bo mot Ludwig tlio 
Younger at I'ouron in thouovLUof l/>vmino, 
and in an iii(m*viu\v at limt plaro raLilio([ 
llio l-rouly iMiiiolndnd with tlio king of tbo 
Vhirtt KrauUa at Murnon in H70 and voaignod 
all proloiiMioiiH lo llio iiii|ioriiil di/piity, 
vMinosl. imiiiodinh'ly aflur Ibn kiu/( of Ibo 
Woat brunka foil ill of a griovona mnhniy, 
of wliiob lin (lied iu llio following yoiir, loaviug iia lioir.H lo Ida kingdom two 
Hoiia fitill under ago, ITonco tbo ambitions King imdwig llio Yonngor 
roiulily nonooivud the idea of winning tbo Aimtrnmau crown for biuiMolf and 
HO niiiting all tlui dominioiiH of (llnirbmuigno <im‘o more niuUir bin own scap- 
trc. 'I'lio same idea NUggculcd ilscdf lo muiiy a West PninkiMli noble. 'I'bo 
iiilhiontiiil abbot (laiixhn of Si. (lormaiiiH and (bmiit Loiirad of I’uriH tried 
Lo conviiieo their I'cllow-coiintrymon that Ludwig tbo Younjp'i', wliose prow- 
UMH in the IniLlloot’ Andcrinicb wan Htill bold in llio liveliest romemhnmee, 
ought Lo bu oboHon king. A largo number of noble,s, Imving arrived in 
council III a rcHolntion to lids oli’ccL nicHsongcrii to invito Ludwig to 
Inlco poyHOMHion of tlio oonntry. Ho replied by unlui'ing it at the lioiid of an 
army, but failed to Ibid favour in llio oyos ol'llio people booauso lie allowed 
his solcliors to jiilbvgc im riilliloH.s^y ns tbo Nonuans laid done. There was 
miotlior party among tbo Auatruaiun nobles, who cbmirud lo presorvo tbo 
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crown lo tUo aona of Louis the SUuiiineror. They therefore offered l.udwiL^ 
iko^ Youni^or coinpeiiautiou in the form of the western part of Lorraine, 
wlnuh luid fiillcii to tlio sluiro of tlio woatorn kingdom m the Treaty of Mersen 
Ho acquiescod in this ftrrangoinoiiHiud iho oro^Yn was coiifer/od OJI Louis 
lUKl Ciirloinnn, the sons of Louis tlio SUmmorer, conjointly. lint the misery 
of the wealoni kmgdoin was only just beginiuiiD-. Boson, the ambitions 
count 01 Ii'ovuncjo, son-indaw of the emperor Ludwig 11 rebelled and 
exulted his county into uu indepondont lungdoiii, and an important part of 
the uiouareliy was thus lust. And, to add evil to evil, the Koriwm i:eue\Yed 
thoir lurulo ineurHioiis. 


After the eoneluHioa of tlio treaty Ludwig the Younger proceeded to 
Ilavariu, to aocuro the lioritngo of his brother, who, though sick to death 
was still alivo 5 and deprived the impotent ruler of his dominion, leaving 
him only his cslutes. Hoturning from Bavaru to the western portion of his 
kingdom, lie again conooivod the idea of conquering the neighbour state with 
which ho hud just concluded a treaty. He marched into the country, and 
came ovorywhoro upon the traces of Worse dovastabions. Even tlio^ local 
uobloH hohl aloof from him, ami ho realised that lliis was no time for iho 
1 'h‘ankish Ihupiro to ruml its own flesh in fratricidal sbrifo, but that all 
its uniLod forces ought to bo dircotod towards expelling ilio pirates from iU 
borders. I'\)r Ihis reasoii when lie found bimsclf confrontocl by a 'Wost 
Frankish arniv he did not oiler battle but professed his readiness to venaw 
the imaco. A fresh compact was made in 880, by whicli Ludwig again 
renounced his protonsions to the western kingdom in roturii for the cession 
of Homo frontiuv districts in Lorraine. By tliis agreement four Lorrnino 
biHhopricH —Liege, Cambray, Toul, and Verdun—foil to tho eastern king¬ 
dom. 'J'hd boumhuy lino now started from the Schelde, niid thence pnssSl 
over to the Maas whore that river inakos its way out of the Ardennca, then 
troudod westwards in a wide swoop, running about lialfway between tho 
Maas and Afanie, and linally Un-nod towards the southern ond of Alsace. 
By this treaty the wholo of LoiTaiiio passed to Germany, and lior predomi¬ 
nance was Urns assured ior a long tlm© lo coino. 

Ludwig tho Younger promptly set to work to rid his territory of iho 
Northern pirates. Tho latter Iniu c.stabli 8 hod thomsolves at the mouth of 
tlio Schelde, whore they hud constructod strong bulwarks, bolnnd wliicli they 
wore wont to phicu thoir sliijis in slioltor while they perpetrated thoir rav¬ 
ages upon iho country. Godofrid, king of tho Danes, was even then making 
his way back to his sliips, huloii with rich spoils from 11 raid inland. Ludwig 
overtook the robbor horde on tho inarch, and hiflictod. such a Bovere defeat 
upon tlnnu Unit five tlioiisaud of tho enemy wero loft 011 the fiold and tho 
romainder loolc to llighi- 

Ah the king was returning from tho scono of his victory lie was met by 
tidings of di.sa.ster which phuigod liim into profound griof. A Saxon levy 
(lloci'baiin) Imd suceuinbed to a surprise of tho Northmeu. The latter had 
niudo an aKack on tho Klbo district, not far from Hamburg. A Saxon 
detaclnuent had hastened thither, but had been dispersed by an uuexpeotodly 
high tide and so hemmed in between tho arms of the river that it fell a help¬ 
less victim to tlio Northmen, who assailed it on all sides from their ships. 
Bruno, the uommandor and tho king’s bi-othei-in-law, was slain, together 
with many bishops and counts, and many nobles wore carried into captivity. 

From this time forward tho king, once so onergoLic, gradually^ suc- 
ounibed to the malady to which his broJ.hor Carlomaii had fallen a victim. 
For two years ho was obliged to watch ialy tho miseries of his country from 
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h'lH piilatiG, conliiR'd Lo liirt oo»U',U by iwnilysU uiul inanpiibli) nf U'luliiijj tiii 
lu-my, ITo lived (Ml till tlio y(5ar H8!3. lie Inul iniirrind Liiiln'ard, ii diuigli^ 
tor of biiulolf, ooiiiit of Suxon 3 % from wlioin (ho royal hoiiMo of Sax(jny 
ohiiiiiH dosotJuL, Ills hoiu whom lio bad ticHtimitl lo amaiood lum, foil from a 
window in Uiiti,sl)oii in (!io jmar 87!) uiid liroko In.s node. An illo^'itiinutu 
Koii, Ifng’o ])y nanu), hail almwiy fuUen in llio Imlllo ji|>ainst tho Nortlimiiii oji 
tlio Sdioldu. 


ItAViVOlW OK TIIK NOKTIIMKN 

T)itinii|'' the two yaam in Avliidi Linlwijij tlio Voiuij'-im’ was slowly [liniiijr 
nwoiy llio Iciii^doni *lioi'ainn a Homin of woo iinh'cd. Oluirlos tim J'nl, tlu; 
lliird soil ot lauhvift’ tbo (Jorimin, ini|vbt luivo boon oxpoolod lo assinnii 
tho ^oviinuuout of Llio kingdom \ but, nnlikn bis ono!'{»'i!lio hrothors, ho was 

of foobbi inlollool, and liad suH'orod from 
njdlopsy from bis _yi)iitb n^). As loii^>‘ as liis 
brolbor was iilivij bo conoornod liiinsidf suloly 
wilb llu) ufiniis of Swabia anil Italy, so (bat 
ior two yours (i<irhian_y was jiraotu’nli^y witli- 
Old. a riilor. 'Dio slnlo of (bo kinfj;ilc)iu 
unsworod (o (bis dofi'ut. 'I'lio Nhn-lbinoii 
oaiuo bank (o Ibo Sdiddo and llio moiiili 
of tlio Uliiiio, and Lhonco nmdo pnxlatoi'y 
I'XoursionM, dinidod indiMsl for Ibo )Mo.stpiU't 
a/,^ain.sl ilio AiiHira.sian lvln;>doiu, lail occii' 
sioniilly loindiinn^ n])oii (Inrinan (oiriloryi 
soon uflorwaiMhi Huilod up tlio Wind 
willi a iur^o llrcl, as far as Xanton, and 
]>iiu‘oisl(*d (o oslulilisli thoniadvt'H at Niu\o- 
pdioii, (ho impoiiul sriit of (niiirloinaK'iic. 
Tills rniiHiai (la* sick kin/f Lndwbv lo liaslon 
with an army 1“ lihino^ bub uuiihlo to 
(ho iiivadors by foroo of arnis, Jm was 
obii|>od (o /•;ran( llioni ponnbsion lo wilhdniw 
t.ojwm ' 110 ' Yututiou miiuolos((*((; and iu llioiv vohoat lluiy sot liro 

(o (liooiiHdo of ('harl(MMa|.pi(‘. (Inl^' a iinrlion 
of llio Norso lio.sl b'l’i for Iho wdiilms aiiotlu'r por(um ovorran Ibo coasts of (ho 
kingdom of llio West h'ranlvs an<( .spnaul liidoims dovustalioii lliroU|>li (bo 
uoiuitry. With iho spriiigof HH( tho .swarms of Noriliinoii agiiin nmdo Ibeir 
appoanmeo. 'I'liis liino tboir doiimlniioiiK worn <'onlinod in ()io iiaiiii to )lio 
distriots about tlu\ Scdioldo and Soimuo. Ami now onco again (bo side king 
of (-formally ajiimarod ou tho sooiio willi adidadimontof bis army, uiul arnuigoit 
a monUng with bfiuis, ilio king of llio West FrunUs, to liiko enunsd with liim 
for ooinbiiiod dofimco jigsiinst (lio Nordnuou., for (bo uuiiupi»y man was iuoa- • 
pablo of talcing tlu^ (mmmaiHl of bis iinu^' in tlui lidd. 'I’lic .sic,Id. of I be borrors 
poi’jndriitcd l\v (lie Morllnncn ho inlbuiird tin* West Kninlc niiri'iori and (heir 
youtblul kiiifr that Hung (hcmsolvos iijion (he robber border and gained 
a lirilUunt vjidory at iSancourl on (lio Soiniiui in H8I. .loy at Ibis fortiinali' 
oveiil insjilrod n contoiiiporai-y wiilcr, a dorio wilbonl doulii, uilb tlio fiiinoim 
hutliviifduuly a iioldo iinmument of idd (lormuu iioidry. 'I'ls' Nortiuueu then 
loft tluj tori’ilory of tho AVi'st FraidvH, but only lo Hiiil up tlio iMeiisu imme 
diaioly and eonllniio Ibeir luvages on lOast hrankisb moiI, whore Ibo kiiig’Vi 
illness gave (bom littlo oaiiso for feSri*. At Klslou, mil far from MaoslrieUl, 
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in Uio yicinHy of a royal palace, they constructed a great ciiinp to protect 
llioir slupH, iviul Llicneo nudertook raids on the ciUea of the Rhine, as yoL 
untrcKldoii ground to them, under the leadoi’ship of their cineftaiii kings 
(Jieerkiimye) Godefrid and Siogfrid. Cologne and Bonn were burned, 
AacJion laid waste, the pahico of Cliarlcmague there set on fire, and tlie 
famous Marknlnrcha tiiriiod into a alahlo; the abbeys of Malmedy, Slablo, 
and Prhin tlicii full into their Imnds and wore stripped of all their treasures! 
Wherever the Northmen came they set tlio lioiisos aliglit and slaughtered the 
inhabitants, 'fho couiUry-folk often gathered together in ti’oops for self- 
dcfoiieo, but thuy wore generally Knrrounded by the practised Northmen war¬ 
riors, who v(\galed IhomKolves with the torments in winch their viciitns 
periHlied. Smitten wdtli the sight of so much inisciy, the sick king sent 
HU army to the Maas, but the nows of hi.s death overtook it and it soon 
turnod homewards. 

Ill ilie following yoar, 88:J, iJic NorUuucii laid waste the district along the 
hfo.soUe. 'J'ho Gunuan king whom they liad dreaded was no longer alive, and 
they therefore gave thenisolvos np without concovn to tlie work of pliuuler. 
In a little wJiile llie wliolo region lietwccn the Maas, Moselle, and Rhine was 
ii Hueno of wroek and lilackened ruins; the cities of Treves and Metz wore 
destroyed by lii'u. 'riie arclihialiop of Treves and the bishop of ^lelz, to- 
gotluir witli a fi*w of the neighbouring nobles, collected a small army ; bub 
they wore doreatod, an<l the hishoj) of Metz liiiiisolf fell in the buttle. The 
\niluip])y inlialntuuis of tlie country turned in despair to Louis, the young 
l<ing of the VYost Erauks uiul the victor of Saucourb, and declared tliom- 
Holves willing to elect him their king. This offer lie declined by a refer- 
oneo to existing treaties, but moved with compassion he sent an army to 
expel the NorumiiH. Novor before liad (iernumy XalloDi upon snob evil aa 5 ' 8 . 

At tlio time of I/udwig’s doatJi CJ»rtrlo.s the Fat, tlio lioir to Ins kingdom, 
was in Italy, wlmvo he bad Hi>ent mo.sl of bis time during the period of incas- 
uroloHH inisory whw.h liad laid his counlry waste. Pope elolin VIII, under 
oilier eb'Oiunslauees no friend to llio Gonnan branch of tlie Caidovingiana, 
had HumTnoned \iim tbhhev hocause ho was Vho nnly pymeo who, as wcarei' 
of tlio iinporial crowji, could gunmntoe at least tbc possibility of protection 
in the eliureJi. After [irotraetcd iiegoluition.s over the conditions upon which 
lie was to receive the crown *—dealing in the main witli tlio long-claimed 
jiajiiil territory and dcliniio .sovereign rights therein — Cliavles the Fat had 
been erowiiod eiiiporor at Romo in February, 88L. But the pope, wlio was 
mi liarasHod by bis qnari'olsonio jiublo.s mid by the close uciglibourhood of the 
Saracc'im tliat bis life was hardly safe, found himself in no bettor plight than 
licfiii’o ; for ill spite of all hifi uvgont iippcahs Gharlca the Fut stayed in upper 
Italy and made no preparations for eoiniiig to Rome. Pope tlolin VIII met 
bis end soon aftorwimls, being a.SHa8siualcdat Romo in the year 882.fJ 


(nlAlU.KS TUB VAT (e82-flB7 A.\y.) 

riiavlcH tlio Fat [nr the 'J'iiiek], youngest son of Ludwig the German, in- 
iKM'itcd in 8H‘J, on tlio death of liis (jluldleSH brother, Ludwig llie Youngei-, 
all the Gorman and Lnrniino territory, with the exception of Burgundy; 
and in 881, also 1'h‘aiico, properly tlio inhoritaneo of Oliarlcs the Simple, 
who.su two older bi'oUiGi'.s were dond, but who being tlie issue of a niarringe 
prononnood illegal by the pope, and, on account of lii.s imbecility, being reo- 
ogiiisud by tlio French llioin»elv«s aa incapable of succeeding to the throne, 
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Cliarlo.4 Llio Fiit (iiiHily took poHHo.sHion of the oounU’y, and bijfon! long ro- 
uiiltod Fniuou with Croi’iiuiny, in wliicli lio was gi’oatly ussialtid by Cbo pope, 
to whom lie Hoerotly miulo fjimL oonco.sRions, in order to bo aeltnowleilged 
by iilm as logitiiniito boir to tbo crown. 

CJmrlea tlio Fat wim good-initurod siiul iiuloloiit. Ills fiivoiirilo proj- 
oeb, tlu; roatoriitioii of Ibo onipiro an it slood iiiuhjr Ohuvleinagne, he songht 
to rouliae by moans of liribes und promises, tivivtics of peiu'(!, imd ollioi' Lraus- 
aotioiis, purfouLly in oonformity with liis cliariKtler, in whiiili lie (Wev unhosi- 
taiingly Hiienfieod Utumnv to intwosL. 'Klui sAme mouiw U\at had ancueeded 
witli tl'iu po])o lie imiiglnod wonhl prove o(piully HUeoi^ssi'iil in treating with 
lha Nortbiucu, who, idler lUo di'aUi tif InuUvig lliu Ycnuiger, veniuvinl lUeir 
deprediilioiis niuler (iodofrid, and laid tlio llliiiic eountiy wiisto. 'I’Jio piilaen 
of Chiirhiniagne nt ^Vaelmu was eonverh'd ly thmu into a hIhIiIc. Hislio]) 
AViila fell bravely tigUting at the lieiul of uu uiuajual fureo lieforo tlio galea 
of Met/. Tlio eitioH on (ho haidus of Urn Rhino worn burniMl (o tlm ground, 
and tho whole eonnlry liotworu Idogo, (’ologiio, and J^lain/, laid dosolale. 
At lungth Siogfrid, tJio lirolhor of flodefiid, wu.s indnued to withdraw his 
ravaging lioi'des by tho gift of lw»» thoumnid jioiiiKhi of gold, and for (he 
additional sum of tW(dvo (honsiind pounds of siivor (to defray wliiidi Ciliarh’s 
the h'at soi/eil all tlio treasures of (he iduirolies) consented (ii a triieo of 
twelve years, (hnlefrld was, moveover, fornuvUy inveHled with Friesland as 
a Hof ot tho eiupiro. 'I’ho Nordinion, however, notwiilistaiiding these stip- 
ulations, eonliuuod their de[n*edutions, udviuieed as far as llio Moselle, mid 
doHtroyed the city of Treves, hut were suddenly utlaelced, in llio forest of 
Ardennos, ]>y the ehareoaluieu and peaHiuds, anil ten Lliousand of lljeni out 
to pieces [HH8 (Jliarlos now iMicmue anxiouH to free hiiiuielf from Ids 

troiihlosoiiio vnHsal in Friesland, and tho Markgrnf Ileiiry, wJio gmirdod tlie 
frontier at (Jmi)fcld against the Sorbs, brother to Po))po, duke of 'rimi'ingia, 
the eonridani of Ihe empertu*, invib'd (halefrid lo u UK'oliiig, at whieh lie 
eiiUHod him Lo lie Iroaclujvmisly murdered. (Todel'rid's In'other-indiiw, tlio 
hastavd Hugo, was also taken judsonor and dopnv<'d of sigjit, These aoLs of 
violoiHio ami treason woro no sooner pcr]»otrnted limn tho NorUimen, glowing 
with vevonge, vushctl lilco a (tuTouC over the eouidry and laid it wusle on 
every side, fondiig their way in iinmeiiso liordus up (ho JUiino, (he Muiih, 
and the Soino. i)n tlio Uliiiio they wero opimsed hy Adalherl, of tho rm'O 
of liaheiiherg (Ihuuliorg).'’ 

Ill tlie autuiiiM itf tho year 8K/> a great Nurse lied, eoiiMisting ol' ships 
largo iiial small, almost wdllKuit iiuiuIkt, and cuiTyiiig an army of luitweeii 
llnrty and I'uidy thousand men, sailed ig) tho Seine as far us I'liris, oven Ihon 
a iUuu'islung city. Under (he leiulciKhip of Uishop <hi\r/.lin and (’ounl. IhidcH 
(if Paris, Llu) iiilialiitanls hastily repaired (ho old fiir[ili('u(ioim ami culleeloil 
a dlllo army of Hoiiio hundreds, wliicli was brought inlu llin city to (h'Fund it. 
Tlio Nortliinon ouciunpcd round about I'aria ami made (heir tirst attomjil to 
slorin the city in Novcinhcr, 8.8.^»,hy a violent asmiuU whioli lasiod (wo days, 
’rill) Normuns wero obliged lo willidruw lo coUcet wood in Uu* uouuLry 
round foi- the eoiislriielimi of new siege iicd ruineids. In .Iiinnary, HH(I, limy 
made u fri'sh as^unlt ^Ylueil UvsLimI for thruu days, ami were again lepvilaed 
by llio giu'risoii. Tlio siogo InsLcd into (lio summer of HHli, Tlio hesiogoil 
woro rodiHJod to imiro doapnrab* stmits slill hy a Hood wliieh destroyed the 
Soino bridgu, mul Urns caused (lie .sli‘on|» lower ni(nalod on i(s fardmr side to 
fall into lli(5 liiLiuls of the Nortliimm. Allur this Count ICudos stole tlirougli the 
eordun of tlm euinny to implore ludii of Iho eiixpever. Chavles had UiUiciio 
eiilmly left tJic city to its fate; Imt^iiow ho sunmiened a diet uiul proelainuKl 
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•' 1 } T> ^ 7 t When, in llio Aiigufil of 886, a jniglity Aj'inv 

niarciiod upon 1 ana, all mon oxpootcd lhat a groat battle would be foiiglR 
tboro under tl 0 oyoa o£ the emperor. Charles, however, preferred to pm-, 
dmae the witlidrawul ul the enemy. The treaty which he concluded with^the 
Noithmen waa an inault to tho iom&rt might of France. The enemy declared 
that they could not withdraw cliiwng the winter season, and he therefore 
pive Burgundy to them for winter rpmrters, and undertook to pay them seven 
IniiifUcd pounds m gold in the following spring. And then tho great Gor- 
inaii p’lny iniu’chod home without having struck u blow. This act of cl is- 
gnicclul odwiirdico miraged the army 
iiiid tlm niiLioii, and deprived Charles 
of tlio last ruiiinant of Ida i-oputatioii. 

Moreover nil kinds of evil reports wore 
onvrent (jonooriiing him among the 
jujoplo. It waa said Unit by tho help 
of tlio jiopo he iiiLendod to legitimiao 
Ids ilhjgitiiiuvto son Bernard, and to 
lii'oeure tho auooca.siou for Idm.d 
Ju till! oust, lie also allowed tho 
Slavs to gain grniuid, and noglcctod 
to support Ids nopliow Arnulf, who 
uould wUli diflieulty defend lumselC 
against Suatopluk, who coutiimed to 
oxteud his doiniiiion.s; at tho same 
Umo, the houh of tho old inarkgrafs 
Engrohsoliall: anil Wilhelm declared war 
against eaijli otlior, and Ariho, a son of 
tho I'oruun’, wont over to the Moravians. 

Huatopliilc was viedorions on tho Dan¬ 
ube, and laid the country waste, until 
(lliarlo.s appiiarud in pemoa to beg for 
peacis which was eonchidod in fiK-i on 
the 'I'nlnorfold. This inonaroh proved 
himself as weak and despicable in his 
privaln iis in his public eharaclor, by 
carrying on a scandalous anil against 
Ids wil'c’, Uicai'iUs, whom ho nccusod of an mluUerous connection with his 
ohaiH’cllor, Bislioji Tdntward, and wlio proved her innoconco by ordeal, by 
passing unharmed tlu’ougli (ire in a waxen dross. 

'riui groat vassals of tho ompiro, some of whom bolicld in tlie fall of a 
sovereign Bicy justly de 8 ]dsed tluit of tho Carlovingian dynasty and their 
own aggrandisoincnt, whilst others were indiioneed by their dislike of the 
lreatio .4 entered into with foreign powers, tho pope and tho Northmen, and 
by an anxiety to make reparation for tho loss of their national lionoiir, con- 
vfjked a grout dioi nt Trilmr in tho valley of the Rhine, and deprived 
(llmrlos of Ids crown (H87 A.D.), a degradation he survived but one year. 



Cll.Vni.E8 'I'lic SlMI'IiF, 
(b'iOin n Froncli oiilofl$3!2) 


AllNDLl’ CS87-8tK) A.D.) 

'I'ho Auii-Cftvlovinglan iiavty waa partly fliicee.ssful. Tlie French ]nad 0 
choice of I'ludes, (‘ouiit of Paris, as mioeijfiaoi* to the oroM’U, whilst the lower 
Biu’gundiaiis iu tlie Nother-liliono-lniul (Arles) elected lloson, the son of 
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Tiiulwi^'i niul ll]c) IhirfriiiidiiuiH in Iho W(*sl{3vu Aljw, (ionnl UudoU, a 

(i.(3Ht3oiHlaiiL of Llui \\^ol(i. In Huly Ihu tlukcH (luulo oT Si)()loLo imcl liorou- 
of Friuli lundo ilicuiKolvtsH so hidupoucloiit, ilmO Llioy ovuii scil llic.inMnlvcu 
iipuy (i()iii[H‘l[L(n'.s, Llii‘(mf.»l3 tlio favoiu' of tlm impo, foi' ilui impuriii] urowji. 
'J’lio (Jornians ulono rcnminod faithful lo uui ('iiiluviii^iuii Iioiino, iuh] 
oloulod, lo flio o':(!luHion of t^luirlna l.Uo {diniplo, who waa utill alivo, Ai'iiulf, 
llio youii]*' luul (nioi']jfot.iu, 1ml illofifilimaio non of Fiii’loiuaii, a livoMior of 
(jliai'lus Uio l''aL, who laul groiil.ly diKlm^fuibliial hiinsidf sik dulu? of Ihvvaria 
u^aiuhl th« vSlavs. 'I'lui (amsulcvatiou in which lui was luiM was wi fj^roal, 
Lhat Kudos name lo Woium lo do hoiuiij»'« to him as omiuirof, a (ioruinoiiy with 
wliiiili Ai'uulf iuuiLonU'd liiiiiHolf, Uio NorUiiuoii mid Slavs alTordiii]' liim no 
oppovtuuil.y I’ov vi'iudUn^ liis ralMillious HuhjtMdn l«> iladv aUo^daiU'U. 

Fi't'sh lioslilitlco inataiilly lm>ho out on tin* part <jf ilio Northmen, wlio 
made an iri'iiption into liOiTiiiiie, and iiftm' a bloody cnj^n^^'i'inoiit delValod 
the (h'l’iimiiH iieiii' AlaoHlviold, whovc the ah'bbislio]) of jMaiii/, who ImkI 
nmrehed u^^iuiisl thoin at the lusul of his vassids, foil. Arnulf now Look Urn 
tkdd ill jjei'son, iiiid a dreadful Imtllo ousued near Lyons, where the Norlhiucn 
had eiiuunijKid, in wlueh Arimlf, pomdviiif*' limt the (hirniun eiividry were 
unable lo nope wilb (ho Norse foot-soldiers, who fou^ld. wilh nnexiunided 
de-xtorhy, was the lir.st U» spriiij;'frrnu his saddle; all the noble,s of the iirrier-. 
bun followeil his exam]do, and the I'ontest heeamo a ihiek fray, in wliioh the 
(joinhatuulH slruve bund lo hand. Viet.ery siilml wilh the (lOiumns. Sie^-- 
frid and (hidefrid fell eu the ludd ttf huUlo, with vseverul tUouHuiuls of their 
followers, whose liodies also choked up the. eourso of Die Dyle, aOrons wlihdi 
they laid attempted to escape. Aruulf, in ffratitndo for this (leliveranee, 
made a ^‘real lali^rimuj^e, and ovdaiuoil that this day, St. (»ilgen(aj^, the ist 
of Seplember, ulumld ho ki‘j)t us an anmml festival, d'ho Norilum*)!, juuiie- 
striuik by this feiivful naiaslroplu*, honeeforward uvoiiUul tlm Itliim*, Imt 
imidii miieii mere i’requeut iuvoml.s into the west of Vranee. 

Arnulf lunl also fresh slrui^’^des losustain a^^aiiist the Slavs; tlm Abodrili 
oioHuml Lhi) niul hthl iiu> mmidry whsUk 'i'hn Joj nJly Fop//// 

of the lion,so of llnboidmrjv, who bad Imu'Ii in siieli (dose ulUiuiee wilh ('luirles 
the Kill, and who now found lhenis<dveH lU'tvJi'oteil, lu'emin^ mere than 
doulitful, and Aviiuir was eeiistraiiied to remove iJie rormer from his I'Ov- 
ei'iinieiit. lOn^folseludk tlm Vouiij^ow also previsl faitlile.s.s, sedueed one tif 
Armilf’.s daiiphlAU's, iind then took refu^'e in jMoiuvia. JIo was suhseifininlly 
pardoned, and appointed to j.»;uard (ho AukUmuii froulier. 

As u means of securing the eusleni frontier of lus empire, Arnulf mutle 
jioiuie and entei'iul into an .illiimeo willi SimlojiUik, priiieo of iMoraviu, who 
was a (lUriatian, in tUa hojvo Iluvl the fouudatieu of a jpeat Obvistian Slaviau 
kinf‘'dniu inij^ht eventually prove an enVetual bulwark iij.puiist the irrupliens 
of lliolr heatheu brethreu in Unit tjnarter. 'I'he Sluvian Mahavaium or i\Iii. 
raviuiiH had been eonverted to (tlirislianit.y by St, (lyril and St. iMelhodiiiH, 
who had visited Llioni from (hveee. Horziiioi, prinee of lloliiimiu, beinpf also 
liuliieed to lUH'eive Iniplisni by Suiiloi»lnk, Ills jm'^au HUbjeels di’ove liim from 
the throiii', and lie placed li'nn.self (with his wife, St. hitilmilhi) uiubu* (he 
jn'oteetioii of .Siiiitopluk and Arnulf. Aruulf now jpive Suidopluk lloluinua 
to hold in fee, and unlimited eonumiiid on llie oustorn frontier. As a pioof 
of their amity, Snatoplnk iMUiumo .sponsor to Arnnif’s hoii, lo whom he /.pivo 
his immo, iSuatopliik, or ZweiiLibokl; tlieii fiieudHliip proved, nevm'lhele.ss, 
of 1ml short duraliou. The iMoniviuii, poreoivinp; that he eoiiUl net relidu 
his aniliorily ever the Slavs ho loi^^ us ho preserved Ids amicable rolutionM 
wiUi (hn-iimny, yielded to tUoiiiiliomil hutrud, whilst uL the Hiiino time liuj^ave 
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i'lTHli iiHKiinmocrt of uiuily lo Llni omiiorov (^8'.t2 a.d.). Ho wiig also siippoi'tocl 
iu liiM pi'ojo(!is hy a ooiispmKiy among llio CTOnnaiiH. The tlumlcleBS 
I'JngolHoIuilk iigiiiii [)l()LUal licason, in which he wah imhoia by Ilildegardo, 
Ibo niaidoiidiiiigliLci' of honia Iho (lornuui, tho hwl of tlio legitinialo dcac( 3 nd> 
jHd.s of f'haj'lLMnagiio, tlio IlaliaiiN, who dreaded Arnulf« fcliroateiicd 

l)i’ehi'ii('o ill ilioir roiml.ry, were noL alow in thoir endfliivoiirs to incito the 
Moruvliin to ojii'ii irliolhon. ArmilC, however, discovorod tho coiia 2 )iracy, 
i;auH(id Kngoluclmlk lo ho deprived of Right, and imprisoned Ilildegarde at 
(■hioinsiio, liut iiflerwarda roaloiod lioi* Ui lihorly. 

An iino.vpected ally now ejuno lo Armilf’s iiaswlftiico tigainst Siiatopliik. 
v\t limt period lliero ii]jponrod in nnoiuut Vmiiionia, iirst iiooided by tho 
liondiiirdrt, iiud at a later dato hy the Avars, a nation named in their own 
liuignago I'lriigyers, or l[ungnrimis (strangers), from whom tho ooiintry de¬ 
rived its uaiui', or [Inns, ns lliey were at ihiit lime lerincd by the Germans, 
win) imagim'il that limy again behold in Ihoin Dm linns of former times, 
'i'lioy were imgaiis, wild and savage in their habits, uiul extraordinary riders. 
Is‘0, tho (U-Odiuu mnjmror, had culled thorn lo his lu^HiHiancG against (ho Biil- 
gai'iiuiH, and tiiey ut lii'st settled nmler sovon loaders (among whom the most 
di.sliiiguudiod was one inunod Arpad), eueli of whom eroded a fort or luryt 
in Dm country Juioivn from that eironniHlanoo ns Biobonbni’gon, Ijiifc not long 
allor turned westward and throatenod jMoravia. ArimU formed im alliance 
with llieiu, but never, as lie ban lieen acevwod, invited them into Gorniany, 
and tSmil(»[ilulf, poroeiviug himself prcsHcd on both sides, gladly remained at 
l)eiuj(i (HIM A.i),). 


AKNri.K KNTKItS ITAIA' 

In Italy, Guido of Spololo was vidmnons <»ver Herengur of Friuli, and in 
HID WHS (jniwiu'd emperor l»y tlio pope, Wleplion V. lie died in 891, and his 
son hiunbcrt also roodvod tho impoi-ial crowj), from Poi>o Formoflus, Ai'nnlf 
had Ijetjii aehuowledged emperor throughout the nortli, hut not having been 
anointed or erowned hy Ihepojio, his right was liable to be disinitodby Guido, 
ami being eiil.reated hy both Horongav and Koriuosus, iho latter of whom was 
hehl in derision hy tho instdenl Spolotun, ho resolved to mareli ut tlie hoiul 
of a [lou'iM'fiil f<n’c{! into Italy. IJo hu.s boon blnmed for (/uitting Goi'inaii}’’, 
at Dint jieriod not eiilirely traimuillisod, and oxjmsing himself and liis army 
til Dm hot rlimale iiiid dlseasos of lliily, and to tho iroaohory of Die iiihidul- 
ivmIm, which might easily laivo been turned upon thomselvoH, and never could 
Imvii endiingcrcd him on this side of tbo Alps. Aruulf’s visit to Italy, the 
/list Sii-lcrmod jjilgriiirngo l» Homo wliioli was nmlortahon with tho double 
aim of having the »eremony of an iinjmrial coronation porformod and of 
i'»‘coiving the oiiDi of fealty from his robellioim vassals, has boeii regarded as 
a minfoi'lune, bocamso visits lo Uomo beoamo from tliis period customary, 
and ever jiroved disastrous (o tho oiiipiro. But judgment ought lo bo given 
juuKinling lo tho (lifl’crmico of limes and oinmuislnncoK. I'Jie union between 
Dm ]ieo]>le of l.ombarily and of Uomo was not so obmo at that timo aa it be- 
eiimn at a luler [ii'i'iod } no ftalinn nalUmul inlcrost bad as yet sprung up in 
opposition lo tliat of Gormany; tho IlaliaiiH were uninlluoiicod (ly a desire 
of Hcjiiu'iitiiig l/hemsidves from the (unpiro, as iu later time.s, Init ivoro^ ratlior 
Incliimd lo assert llmir rigJjt ovoril. (hiklo, who wim eonneoted wUli the 
(larloviiigimis, ill Leiniiled to turn tho so])ai'aliou that luul Ltiken place botween 
tim niivthem nalioiiH to advantage, and^appropriatod t(j liimsolf the title of 
emin'vui'; and, us far us llioso oireuiufllanoos aro ooncoruod, Arnulf’a visit 
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If) iLiily appdiiv.s Lo lus jiiHiilicd. Tlio viHiLs iiiideiliikoii iiL ii IjiLor 2idno(l to 
Homo on tlio oliioi* Iuiiul» niijuKLinaldo in ovory by tlioii’ iiniio.s- 

ing, iis Avill lioi'oafLor Ikj hijou, a Joroigii rnlor on Lombsirdy and Jlomo^ -whofio 
union luid booomo gnuUudiy HU'ungor, and wIioho oronlion into an iiidoiHin- 
floiifc state, to -wliicli they worn outillod by thoir gocjgvniducal i)osiiion nud 
by tlioii' similarity in hinguagc un<l manners, was over iirovontod by fresh 
invasions. 

Arnulf orossod tlio A.lps, 80-1 A.in Ambrosius, griif of Lnmbtirdy, olos- 
irig the gates of Hnrgjiiuo agaiimL liini, ho took tho city by Ktonn, and biingsid 
liis faithless vassal at the gate. His Curthor iirogress was inipoilod hy tlio 
li'eaeiusry of I'hides, tlie h'roneh king, wlio took advantage of his iibHoneu to 
arm against him, wliilst Rudolf of upper Ibirgumly aetunlly niarohod to tho 
iissistiinoe of the SpolotaiiM, and Arimlf was tlius ndueliiutly foreod to rotraeo 
Ills stiJiis. He undertook a second oxjKslition acros-s (he Alps in H‘J0, and 
advaiieud into 'I'liseuny, where be was amicably received by Adalbert, l-lu* 
I’aitlduss iiuu'hgiuf,^ and by llerongav, who im Huoner round LboJuselves ilo- 
celviid in tlieii* expoetatioii of iiuiking lilm HubMorvieiit to tlieir own interest 
and of easily outwitling itim, tliau they lusmimed n threatening attitude, 
Aniiill', umlismiiyod hy the dangor.H with 'which ho whs HiirroniulL'd, iiiHlantly 
imu'clied upon Ruiiie, wIukso gates wero closed uguinst him hy the vSpoIe* 
laii.H, wlif) Hueeessriilly repoUod ovory iil.luok oit ihu wall.H, and the emperor 
was on the point of rel.rcutiiig, wh(*n liis sohliur.s, enraged at the Hareii.snm 
of tlu! ItaliaiiH wlio maimed tlm waits, ruHlKul fnrionsl.y to the iittiidc, and 
(HiiTiod tho city by Htorm. laiinbort’s utllieroidH Hod, uml llio rescued jinpo 
placoil tlio iniporiiil crown on Ariiulf’s lieiub'i Hnt (lermuny, ilividud ujul 
luilplcsH, wuH in no condition to niiiiiituin her powor over tho soulhoi'ii 
lands; Ariiulf retreated in Imstc, leaving Homo and Italy to sixty years of 
utorniy iiidopoiiduiioi'. ArnuU* died in SIM) at Ouiugon and was burlod ul 
UatlslKin.a 

On Ai'inilC's retreat, Haiubevt regained the sovereignty of lluly, and again 
rediieed Uorengiir and Adalbert to HubmisHion.'^ Ho was uHsiisHiimted in 8i)H, 
and ills adberonls invited budwig, the son of lloson, into Italy. 'I'liis prince 
WII.S a (Jiirlovingian, ami grandson to Imdwig H, and at tluit time veignod over 
Iliivgundy. liertliu, the ambitious wife of Ailiilborl, wlio was residing at 
Jmeea, and whose ^O'iile could not bro(»k ilio idea Ibivt her stm Hugo was 
merely emmt of Arles, and laidwig’s viiSMal, plotted Ids dosl-vnotiun. In ortler 
to lull Ills HnH[)leions, she gave liijii a triendly reception, hut no sooner behold 
him entirely in her power tlmii .she betrayeil liim to llerengar, who cansed him 
to be dcju'ivcd of siglit filOf) a.d.). Hugo tlmii made Inmsiiir miistor of lower 
nurgmidy (Arelatj, and after tho ussu.ssiiuitlou of Uorimgar (Dtiri) was placed 
by lii.s luotlier on the throne of Italy'. 'I’liis ('(*uutry seemed destined to bo 
goveriicul by woimm ; after Hie death of Hertba, ii wealthy Roiuuu, muiuul 
'I'liciodoru, sei/ed tho veins of gove.riuiieiit, revived the ancient spirit of 
pagaiiiHiii, mid drew all in lier licamtious train. One of her lovers she eaiuuul 
to Ijt3 eleeU’d pope, as John X. Her daughter iMuimia, wlio surpassed Jior 
inotlior in lewdnc.ss, married successively two of the aims of Iku'llui, (ivst 
(biido, and IIkmi King Hugo, u'ith Avhom .she lived in the most prolligiite 

1 IJi’i-tlm, llm wife of A<lallinit fwlin wm blliiilly ty Isa), a woman of im [nti'Inulii^: 

(UanoHUlon, wiis l.ho ilau^lUi'i' ol I.olhalr U mul of WuUlvniln. tior flihl luml'oml waa TlwoHulC. 
coimt of ArloH, liy wlinni nho had Hiiko, iinorwiiMlH IcIuk „f Itnly. Kli'oiiiiKi roliuofi Ilia 
ill wliloli lUl (lie oC those MijU’H In lluly ainl Biiianisly worn i'(mihiia*al liy iIiIh womiia. 

Ho look Iho hiUnr prWimrr In a uliililn, iftid sitid to lihii, " Yoiiv wife weiilil liiivo iiiinli,' ol 
you eilliui' II Iciiif' or au uss, now you liiivo Ihn IuMct," 
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iiuiniuu’. yiio Itopl, lovnra, and ho a harom ol inisLvcsseSj to whom ho gave 
tiio niimoH of difToront hoafclion goddesses. Ilor son, Ootavian, who became 
pOTio, as John XI, diod sucldonly, and Hugo was driven from his throne 
(OIg A.D.) by his stepson, Alboric, the son of Guido and Marozia, who 
iimclo JioniQ lus soaC of govei’iimont, whilst a grandson of Berengar, Berengar 
If, roigiKul in upper Italy. Hugo’s former inheritanoe, and the Arelab or 
lowoj' liurgundy, woro united with upper Burgundy under Rudolf II, and 
ovon liin Italian kingdom Hoomed forovor lost to hia remaining son, Lotbuir, 
whose wiio, ihe boauliiid AdoWioid, was doslinod to doeido the fate ol Italy. 


U’liK BAUENnEUO l-’KUlJ 


Ai’iiulf liiid, tliu'ing hia lifo-time, placed his sou, 5!!woniihold, on the thre 
of Lorraine, in ordfu- to guard tho frontiers of tlio empire against the N 


muiiH. 


one 

...n, ... w.v..,. ty ..—_empire against tho Nor- 

'rJiis young prineu eiitorod into aUianco with Jhules of Paris, whose 

1 . *1 _ .. K*.._ 


(liiughLor hu nmri'icid, and by his insoloiioo drew upon himsolf tlio dislike of 
llio ulorgy. IUh ill troatmontof llathod, avehhisliop of Troves, also rendered 
Iiim iiujiopiilar with tho eoinmonalty. A rohollion broke out in Lorraine, 
and ho lost hoLli his {U'owii and his life in a hattlo that took place on the 
Maas (000 A.D.). EikIoh’ r(»igu in Franco wan also of sliort durntion. 
Gharlr.ri tlio SImplu was roplueod on tho Ihrono by tho hisbops and Iho 
vuHHalH, wlio found tlioir advaiitaffo in tho imboeility of tlioir luonai’oh, 
(/liiii'lnH (ii'oiibod Uogiiigar dnko of Lorraiuo, and was forced to acknowledge 
Kollo, (Inko of Normandy. 

In ((Oi'iuivny Uio groat vassals, and tlio bishops also, usurped the direction 
of (iffaii’N. Liulwig, tho sooond son of Arimlf, surnamed iho Child, on 
account of hia being id Uua timo only iu hia sovonlh year, was, by the 
inti'igiiDH of Otto, dnko of Saxony, and of llatto, arolibishop of Mainz 
(Muyuiua)), who Hougld to reign nndor hia naino, placed upon tho imperial 
tliroiio. 'I'lui po>vor of tlio bisliops had liocomo exorbitant witlioiit tho 
ahl of Llio pniHiH, whoso lionntioua conduot throaloned at this period to 
i'ndaii)’'iii' tho olinroli. llatto, a niuu of daring courago and deep cunning, 
impriiudplml and eruoh Iwro nnliiniUd sway iu Franco nnd iu aouthorii 
({ernniiiy, in wliiuh ho was uidiold by Otto, who BougJit to sU’ongthoJi Inin- 
MoU ill Saxony, and to aggraudiso his liouso by tho aid of ilio cluireh. Adal- 
Ixu't, tlio ojipfiMont of iho Northinoii, Henry and Adolhart, tire sons of Ilciuy 
of Babcnlmrg, linding Lliomflolvos iioghioted, and pressed from tho north by 
(ho SuxoiiH, from iJio west by tho bishops, set thoinsclvoa up in opposition. 
Kiulolf, luHliop of WUrzburg, who was supported by llatto, having obtainoa 
u ooiiHidiiralilo iiuC for his family by tho ahuso of Ins Hpmtual authority, 
Adulhoi-t had rooourso to iirins, upon which llatto, probably favoured by 
(ho aiioiiMit liatrod of the rest of tho vussals to tlio house of Bnbonberg, 
Hiu'emuled iu Jiaviiig him jnit out of tho ban of the empire. 

llenrv was Idlled, and Adolhart was taken pvmonov and executed. Adal- 
bold, lueaiiwliilo, mado a vigoroii.s rosiHtaiico, and alow Graf Conrad, Bishop 
lUulolf’s lu-othor, hut was, erelong, otaly besieged in lus iortross of Bam¬ 
berg. llatto, linding otiior moans unavnilmg, troaoliorously offoiod liis 
mediation, and jirmniscd him n- fj’oo and safe roturii to his fortress, if ho 
nroBo.U, liinisoU hotoi-o U.o H.-aomblod did. Trndinjf ^ tho word ol the wdy 
.viod, tho gviit isfluod from Ido tort, d wlioso tool ho was 
who, ill tho most fi'iinirtly raiumov, proposod tlioir broaktnBUiiff togdhei 
(ho fortroHS Imfnvo aetiing ofl on thoir journey. Iho graf assonted, 

11. w. - 'V(»T., vn. Zii 
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iiud returned with him to the fort; ho then accom^jaiucd him to the diet, where 
llatto declared hiinsuK oxeinplcd from his promise by liis having restored the 
gn-af uiihannod Lu his fortress for the imrpose of taking his break fust, and that 
now ho was free to act as he doemeil proper. The usseinbled vassals, upon 
this, unanhiiously sentenced Adalbert to doaili, ami he was beheaded. Cun- 
rad, llisliop Rudolf’s nophow, wua creiilctl duke of Franconia. This family of 
the Wui‘i!ibui‘g bishop was suruamed the llollioiibQi’gGrs, from llofchonbiu'g ou 
tlie Tauber; ilieir dcscoiidEuita acquired, ut a later period, far greater celebrity 
under the name of the Saliers. 

Tlie treacherous policy of Bishop Ilnlto, liowe\ei*, iiiiido a deep impres- 
sloii upon the niind.s of the commonalty, among whom loyalty was still held 
in higher honour than tlie sacred liesid of llie clmrohman, [u\d historians 
relate that, whilst the diikc.s overlooked the coudiiot of the brnhop and yielded 
to the outbreak of the popular dissatisfaction, Ihitto’H name and tlm memory 
of his infamy were execrated and derided in i>opular ballad,s throughout 
Germany, llis name roprosentod tlio idea of hierarchical lu.st of power and 
avarice, and liouce arose the logoiul that reeorda Ids miserable doutli. It is 
said that, during a famino, a number of peusants wlio came to the bisliop 
and bogged for broiul, wore by Ids order sliut up in a groat barn and burned 
to death. From the ruijis llioro i.ssucd uiyriadfl of mice, which ceasoloysly 
pursued the wroluhed bisliop, wlio vainly attcmplod to oliulo tlioin, and who 
at length, driven to despair, fled for safety to a strong tower standing in tho 
middle of tho Kliiuo near Bingen, but hero also tlio mice continued their 
pursuit, swam across tho water, and devoured him. T’lio tower is still 
fllaiidiiig, and is known at the present day us tho Mimsotnrm or inoiiHU- 
lowor. This example Is a manifest proof tlial tho popular iiotions were 
founded upon fact, and cloudy express tho .‘Spirit of those tinies.o 


'L'lIK IlUKGAllIAN INVASIONS 

It was during this time that tho socond groat inviiHlou of 'J'eutonR b}' 
Asiatics took place. The I tuns of Attila wore not more liercc jior more 
victorious than the wild Magyars who had Hucccodod to the inhorilanco of the 
“scourge of God” and had seized lliingaria. This scoond invasion, coining 
at the time when the Northmen wore ovorruiiniug West Fraiildaiid andAvcrc 
•still a danger on tlio noiThoru coasts, affected tho liistory of Gorinany imd of 
Ihu’opc to an extent little .socn hy those who see no interest in the dim begin¬ 
nings of model’ll .sooiety. For, as wo sliull see, it was this socond great wave of 
barbarian invasion which forced upon tho free country-dwelling Gcrnuin.s tlm 
nulo di.scipliiie of feudalism and the protocting roslruints of city walls. Viewed 
in tills light the dark page of history before ns grows luminous and .signillcant, 

Tho great linngarinii, more correctly, Magyar, inovcmont began in tho 
year of the toiitli centniy, upon the break-up of the J'fingdom of Moravia.*^ 
The Hungarians eon Liiinally mado fresh oonqxiosts along the llanuhe. Oiwsul, 
one of their leaders, wa.s, however, defeated in two great battles on tho Knns and 
near to Vienna, and was left on tho Hold (900 a.d.). Undismayed by tlicHO 
disasters, tho Ilungariiiiis attacked tho Cariuthlau AlpSjAyhilst tho Abodriti un¬ 
der Ci'ito made an inroad into Saxony; but being again repulsed, they made an 
incursion into Italy and laid tliab country waato (902 A.ii.). For a third time 
they appeared in such force, that Liutpold, tho son of Eri ist, tho fornior mark- 
graf, was defeated and killed no^r PrQ.sburg, and Ludivig, who was present 
in this battle, narrowly escaped being taken pi'isoncr. They next invaded 
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Tluiring'ia (908 a.d.) whoro Iho new luarkgraf, Ikirkharcl, after making a 
valiant aorcnce, also foil. The following year (909 a.d.) they entered 
Fraiiuonia, wliero the umrlcgraf Gobliard vainly attempted to stem their 
progroya, and way killed, riio death of theao Isadora at once proves the 
()])stinaLo ro-ylyLiiueu inado hy Iho Germans, and Lho luuncrical ynneriority of 
Uio ciusniy. 

The Hiingiiviaii warrior wiia irresistible in the fury of liis onset, invin¬ 
cible ill battle by hi.s contempt of death, untiring in pursuit, or secured from 
it liy the rapidity of his horse. His blood-thirstiness, his inliuiiiaii treat* 
nioiit of the nnarniod and lielpless, his destructive and predatory habits, 
ustoniyliod and terrihed tlio milder Gorman, who regarded him in the liglit 
of an evil spirit, as the Goth had formerly regarded the ITun, until he became 
IndiiUiated to liini. Tlie suddenness with which these mounted liorde.s 
appeared in the heart of tlio country and again vanished, greatly Btrength* 
cned tbo belief in tlieir supernatural powers. TJicj also acted witli a sort 
of religious faiiatieism, from a belief that every enemy they slew would be 
their vassal in a J'ulnro .state. They were so blood-thirsty, that they would 
make iiso of the corpses of their opponents as tables during their savage 
feasts. They bound tlio caxiturcd women and maidens witli thoir own long 
hair, and drove thorn in docks to Hungary. 

Ludwig the Clii Id, dismayed by these repeated disasters, con eluded a treaty 
of peace with thoso people, and consontod to pay thorn a ten years’ tribute. 
'Plio linns was declared the boundary of Hungary, and tho wild Arpads 
erected their royal castlo on tho beautiful mountain on tJio Danube, on which 
tho splendid inonusLory of hlolk now atands. Tho Gormans were deeply 
sonsiblo of tho dishonour ineurrod by this igiioininious tribute, of tho dan¬ 
ger of tUevv iulerual diaBCUBions, and of the misfortune of being governed 
by HO inipotont a luomirch. It was oven publiclv prcaclied from the pulpit, 
“ Woo to tlio land, whoso king is a child I” xlio youthful monarch died 
(911 A.D.) before he had even reigned, and with him ended tho race of 
(!hiU'lenuigiio in Germany. 


CONllAl) Tltlfi I'lIlST (011-018 A.D.) 

'I'he eu.SHution of tho Carlovingiiui lino did not sever tho bond of union 
that oxisLcd lietween tho different nations of Germany, although a contention 
aro.se botwoen tiioin concerning the olcotion of tho now emperor, each claim* 
iiig that privilege for itself; and us the increase of tho ducal power had 
naturally led to a wider distinction bctwcou them, the diet convoked for the 
jmrpo.so reprosontod nations instead of clusso-s. There were coiiseciuently 
four nations and four vote.s; tlio Franks iindoi* Duleo Conrad, whose 
authority novortheloss could not coinpclo with that of the now venerable 
llaito, ai’chbisliop of Mainz, who may bo said to have boon, at that period, 
llio pope in (xermany; tho Saxon.s, Friodlaudors, Thuringians, and some 
of tho subdued Slavs, under Duke Otto: the Swabiims, with Switzerland and 
Alsaoc, under different grafa, who, as tho immediata officor.'i of tho crown, 
wore mimed Kammerbolon, in order to distinguish tliem from the pafs 
nominated by the dukes : tho Bavarians, with the Tyrolese and some ot the 
Hiibduod oastorn Slavs, rindor Duke Arnulf the Bad, the son of the bravo 
Duke Liutpold. 'I'he Ijothringians (peoplo of Lorraine) foimied a fifth 
nation, inulcr their duke, Kegingar, but Vero at that period incorporated 
with France. 
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Tho fii-st impulse of ilio (liot waa lo besloiv tUo crown on tlio most poivcr- 
ful among the difforeni compotitors, and it was accordingly offered to Otto 
of Saxony, who not only poeaessed the moat extensive territory and tlio most 
warlike Hubjccls, but whose authority, having dosconded to him from liis 
fatlior and graudfiither, was also tho moat lirmly socurod. Hub both Otto 
and his aiioionb ally, tho bishop Hatto, had found Urn system they had 
hitherto pursued, of reigning in the name of an imbecile inonarcli, so greatly 
ennducive to their interest, that they were disincUued to abandon it. Otto 
was a ninu who mistook tlio prudence inculcated by privalo iiilorest for wis¬ 
dom, uiid his mind, narrow a.s tJie limits of Ida dukedom, and solely intent 

upon the intorcsis of his fiunily, 
was incapable of the coinprelionsive 
viewsrequiaito in aGorinaii onipoi’oi', 

_ and indilferont lo tlio welfare of the 

J“UI -1J* groat body of tho nation. Tho ex¬ 
amples of Boson, 0 f If udes, of lliidolf 
of upper Burgundy, and of Boron- 
gar, who, favoured by tho difference 
in descent of tho people they gov¬ 
erned, had all succeodod in .severing 
thcniBolvcH from tho empire, wore 
over present lo his imagination, ami 
ho boliovod that as, on the otlior side 
of tho iihine, tho ]<h’ank, tlio Bur¬ 
gundian, and tho Lombard, sovorally 
obeyed an independont sovereign, 
tho JSast Fi'anif, tlio Saxon, the 
Swabian, and the Bavarian, on this 
side of the llhinc, were also desirous 
of assorting a similar hulciiomlouoe, 
and that it would be easier and loss 
Imzardous to found an liereditary 
<lnkodoin in a powerful and sopaiutu 
stale, than to maintain tho imperial 
Utility, uudornunod us it was l>y 
imivoryal hostility, 

Tho inlluonco of llatto and the 
consent of Otto pliicod Conrad, 
dulvo of Frsvueoniu, on tho imperial 
throne, Sjiriiiig from a newly 
ariaoii family, a mere creature of 
tho bishop, his nobility as a Ceudal 
lord only dating from tho period of the llubonberg fond, ho was regarded by 
the church us a pliable tool, and by tho dukes as little to ho feared. His 
weakness wu.s quickly donionsfcrated by his inability to retain tho rich allots 
of tho Carlovingian dynasty as heir to tho imperial crown, and his being con¬ 
strained to share them with tho rest of tho dukes ; ho was, iievorLlieloa.s, 
more fully .sensible of tho dignity and of the duties of liia .station than those 
to whom lie owed his olootiou probably expected. His first stop was to recall 
llegingar of Lorraine, who wu.s oppressed by France, to liis allegiance us 
vassal of the empire. 

Otto died in 912, and his son Tlhnvy, a high-spirited youth, who laid greatly 
disiiiiguishcd himself against the Slavs, erelong ipiavrollcd with Lho aged 
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bialujp iliiUo. AooorcUng to the legendary account, tlie bishop sent him a 
goldou chain, so skilfully contrived as to strangle its wearer. '‘J'lie truth is, 
that the aiioiont fiiinily fond between the house o£ Conrad and that of Otto, 
which was oouiieotod with the Babonborgers, again broke out, and that the em- 
poror attempted again to aepai-ate Thuringia, wliicli Otto luid governed sinco 
the death of Burkliard, from Saxony, in order to hiudor the over-prepou- 
doranuG of that ducal liouse. Hafcto, it ia probable, counselled tliis stop, 
us a conaiderahlo portion of Thuringia belonged to the diocese of Mainz, 
and a collision bet^vccn liiin ami Uic duke waa therefore uuavoidiible. Henry 
flow to iirmg, and expellocl the adhercutaof tlic bishop from Thuringia, which 
forced the emperor to tako the lickl in tlie name of the empire against his 
luuighty vass^lh 

Tins highly unfortunate civil war was a signal for a fresh irruption of 
tlio Slavs and Hungarians. During this year the Bohemians aud Sorbs also 
made an inroad into Timringia and Bavaria, and inj)13 ti\e Hungarians ad¬ 
vanced as fur as Swabia, Imt being mirprised near Otting by the Bavariau.s 
under Arnulf, who on this occasion bloodily avenged his father’s death, and 
by the Swahiiuus under the Kammevboton, Erchangcr aud Bovthold, they 
wore all, with the exception of thirty of their number, cut to pieces. Arnulf 
subscc|uonUy ombrucod a contrary lino of iiolicy, married the daughter of 
(loisiv, king of Hungary, and oulcred into a confederacy with the Hungarian 
aud the Swabian Kaimuerboton, for the purpose of founding an independent 
stale in the south of Germany, where lie had already strengtliened himself 
by the appoiuiuvont of sovoral markgrafs, llvuUgor of Pechlarn in Austria, 
Hathold in Carinthia, and Barthold in tlio Tyrol. He then instigated all the 
onomicH of the empire aiinuUnnoously to attack the Franks nnd Saxons, at 
that oviHis at wav with cacii other fyir) A.i>.), and whilst the Danes under 
Gorni tlie (Bd, and the Abodriti (Obotrites), doslrovod Hamburg, immense 
lioi'dcfl of Ilungarians, Bolieinians, and Sorbs laid the euimtiy waste as fur 
as Bremen. 

TJio emperor was, lUGanwhilo, onguffed with tlio Saxons. On one occa» 
fiion Henry narrowly escaped being tJiken prisoner, being ineroly saved by 
the atvaiagem of hia fnitliful servant, Thiatmav, who caused the CTnjioror to 
retreat by falsely annonneing to him the arrival of a body of auxiliaries. 
At length jt pitohod battle was fought near Merseburg between Henry and 
hlberhard (hi5 a.T).), the emporor’.s brother, in winch the Franks were 
defeated, and tlie superiority of the Saxons remained, henceforward, uiiquos- 
tioned for more iluiii a conlnry. The oniperor was forced to iisgotiato with 
the violur, whom lie induced to protect the northern frontiers of the empiic 
whilst he applied himself in person to the re-ostablishnient of order in the 
soutli. 

In Swabia, Salomon, bishop of Constance, who was supported by the 
commonalty, adhered to the imperial cause, whilst the ICaminerboten were 
unaldo to palliate their treason, and wore gradually driven to extremities. 
ICreliaiiger, relying upon aid from Ai’iiulf aud the Hungarians, usurped the 
ducal crown and took tlie bishop prisoner, Salomons extrems popularity 
hlled him with sueh rage tliat he caused the feet of .some shepherds, who 
llirew tliom.solvGS on ilieir knees as the captured prelate passed by, to be 
chopjied off. His wife, Bortiia, tOTi'or-stiicktn at. the rnsimtsa of her hus¬ 
band and foreseeing ln.s destruction, received the jirisoiier with every demon¬ 
stration of humility, and seorelly aided his escape. Ho no sooner reappeared 
Lliau the people Hocked in thousands urouml him : Ecil, Eerro l IhiU Liebo 
(‘'^Ilail, master I ITiiil, beloved one I”) they shouted, and in their zeal, 



698 


THJG 1U8T011Y OF niG WFSTFHN KMPiliK 


[017-!)113 A.n,] 

afctaolced and dci’uaLod llio ivailors and Ihoir atUicrGiiLs. Jicalhold vaiiily 
defended in liis mountain skongliold of llohcniwicl. Tlio pcoplo 

so donuiiulcd Uie death of these traitors to their eountry that tlie 

uiiiperor convoked a general aaseinbly at Albiugcii iii Swabia, Bciitoncod 
Erchangov and IJerfchold to bo publicly bebottdod, and noiniiiatcd Burlc- 
hard (917 a.d,), whoso fntlier and imolo bad ?)ccn assassinaied l)y order of 
Krcharigor, as successor to tlio ducal throne. Ariuilf withdrew to his fortress 
at Salzburg, and ipuetly awaited more favourable limes. Ilis name was 
branded with infamy by ibe people, who bcncefovtli aHixcd to it the opitliet 
of “The Had,” and the Mihclmiffenlieil hna porpcLtialcd his dcLestod memory. 

Conrad died in 918, witliont issue. On his death-bod, mindful only of 
the Avolfai’o of tlio oinxnre, lie proved liimseU de.sorving even bj'^ his latest act 
of the crown ho had so wortliily worn, by charging’ Jiis brother libcrlnird to 
forget the ancient feud between il\eir liouscs, and i,o deliver ilio crown with 
hi.s own bands to bis enemy, the freo-spirited lionry, whom ho judged alone 
eajiablo of meeting all the exigences of the alutc. I'lbcrluiril ohej'-od Ids 
brother’s iujunctiona, and the iirinccH respected tlio will of tlioir djdug 
sovereign. 


IIIOUJN OK ICK.NltV (I) TIU'J KtlWl-KIt (OlS-a'JlJ A.D.) 

The pvinoos, with tlio oxccj)tion of Ibirkliard uml of Arnulf, assembled at 
1'h‘itzlar, olootod the absent Henry king,und dc.sj)atchod an embassy to infoi'in 
lum of their deeisioii. It i^ said that tbo young duke was at the time among 
tlio llarz hfountaiuH, aiitl that ll»o ainljassadors found him in tlio homely at¬ 
tire of a Bjioi'tsinau in Che fowling floor, lie oboyoil the call of the nation 
witliout delay, and witliowt jmiiiifo.sting surprise. Tlio error be laid eom- 
miltcd in iGbelling against the state, it w.as bis Iban piuposc to atone for by 
his eondnut as emperor. Of a lofty and majc.siie stature, althongb slight 
and youthful i n form, powerful and active in person, with a commanding and 
poiiotraluig glance, his very upi)<;ax*auco uttruclo<l po]mlar favo\i)’: besides 
Ibeso poi'MOiial iKlvautagc.g, bo was prudent and hsu'ued, and poHst^ssyd a mind 
replete willi iiitcdligoncc. 'I'ho iuducncc of .snob a monarob on Iho progres¬ 
sive doveloinuont of soeioly in <Ternian.y could jiot fail of producing rrsulls 
fully equalling ilic inipvovcmonls inlroduced by ('liarlemagno. 

The youthful lleiiiy,^ the first of the Saxon lino, was proclainiod king of 
Germany at hritzhu’ (919 a.d.) iiy the majority of voles, and, aoeording to iin- 
cieut custom, raised niioji the sliield. TIio arohhishop of Mainz oi'lVrod to anoint 
liim according to the usual ceremony, but 1 [ciiiy refused, alleging tlial ho was 
content to owe his election to tlic grace of God and to tiio piety of the German 
priiicoH, aiid that he loft the ceremony of anomtiuenl to those who ■wished to 
bo still more pious.« 

The accession of Henry 1 i.s an event of the utmost impovtauoo in the 
history of Germany. From tlm day.s of Inidwig tlio German the oastoin 
(Jarlovijighiiis had been engaged u()oii protecting and wfildiiig togetlicr that 
eastern section of the empire wliieb to-day we know as Germany. Hut they 
had ruled over the various German tribes by the right that Charlemagne 
had made for lumsclf, and Iboii tbo right of conquest. Tlii.s domination of 
tlie Garlovingiaii kings of tbo b'runks over tbo (xornmns died out in Arnnlf. 
In the failuro of Conrad’s reign the sccoml great slop was taken in severing 
the tie with the past. The doiuimiiion of the eastern Fi-anlcs was now to 

f- 

[1 Kiiowu lo Gormaiifl na IXcinrlcli dor Vogler.] 
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be vojecLetl Jiltogetlioi' and with Uie substitution of the l^uidolfiiigs for the 
Uu’olings, the race of AV^illckuKl siicceedod to llio inheritance that had 
been seized by Cluii'lea/* 

'i'lUil UNIi'lCATIOH OT:’ THE EML’IRK 

before Honi'y could imrsiie hia mure elevated projects, the assent of the 
southQvii Gormans, who liad not acknowledged their choice of tlieir northern 
compatriots, liad to bo gained. lUirkbanl of Swabia, who had agserled iiis 
] lulopondGncQ, and who was at that time carrying ou a bitter feud with Ru¬ 
dolf, king of Burgundy, whom lie had defeated (910 a.d.) in a bloody engage¬ 
ment near ‘WinterLliiu’, wiia the first against whom he directed tiie united 
forces of the onipiro, in wlioso namo lie, at the same time, offered liim peace 
iiud pardon. Biirkliard, seeing himaelf oonatvained to yield, took Uio oath 
of fealty to the newly elected king at "VVorms, but continued to act with 
aimost his former unliiiiitod authority in Swabia, and oven unclertooic an 
expedition into Italy in favour of Rudolf, with whom he had become recon- 
oiled. Tlio ItidiaiiH, oiiragocl at the wanlonncss witii which he mocked 
thorn, assassiiiatod him. Henry bestowed the dukedom of Swabia on Her¬ 
mann, one of ilia relationa, to wlioin ho gave Burkhard’s widow in nmrriage. 
lie alao beafcowed a portion of the soutli of Alamannia on King Rudolf, in 
order to win him ovoi', and in rcUirii received from liim tlie holy lanco, witli 
which the aide of the Saviour luul been pierced as he liung on the cross. 
Finding it no longer possible to dissolve the dukedoms and great iiefs, 
Henry, in order to abrongthon the unity of the emiiire, introduced the novel 
policy of lioalowiiig tlio dukedoms, as they fell vacant, on liis relations and 
perhoiuil adhovonta, uud oC allying the rest of the dukes with himseH by 
intornuu’riiigo, thus uniting the dilTcrcnt powerful houses in the state into 
one family, 

Bavaria still roinaiiiod in an unsottlod slate. Arnnlf tlie Bad, leagued 
with the Iluugaruuia, against whom Henry had groat designs, had still much 
ill luH power, and Ifonry, resolved at any price to dissolve this dangerous 
allinuce, not only oonoludod poaco with this traitor on that condition, but 
also married Ids son Henry to Judith, Aninlf*8 daughter (921 a.d.). Ariiulf 
deprived the rich cliurclies of great part of their treasures, and was con- 
.setpiently abliorrod by tho clergy, tho clironiclors of those times, who, 
chielly on tliiiL acoount, depicted his ohavnetor in such unfavourable colours.® 

With wondorfiil acuteue.sgof perception Henry comprehended the situ¬ 
ation and recognised in wliat way alono a union of the Gorman tribes was 
]K).ssiblQ ; how, in other words, tho existence of the east-Frankish, i.e., of the 
(Torniau kingdom, could alone bo piusorvod. He took care not to follow the 
wrong load of Iviiig Conrad; he struck out now patlis for himself with inge- 
luous and undaunted spirit. He did not wish to establish the authority of 
the state by the subjootion of the single stems under one ruling one, as the 
Merovingians ajid after them the Carlovingiaiis had done, nor to establisli 
Saxon dominion according to Frankish rule; he did not plan to rule and 
udniinistor the lauds from one centre with tlio aid of the ollioials who were 
doiieiidont on him alone, as liad been the way of tho Frankish kings. Only 
through a iiioi'o lilmral oi'ganisation of Hie realm, a.s Henry saw, could a union 
of tlie (lormaii jicople ho maintained at the time. The ideal wliich prosonled 
itsolC to his mind was something as follows; each stem wuh to stand by itself 
UH far as iLs own affairs was concerned, antlVas to rule itself according to old 
rights and tradition ; it was to bo niled and led in times of war and peace by 
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a duke to whom tho counts and lords of the hiiid owed mililEtry altondnnco 
and obefUcncQ. Tliia duko wns to aelblo the diainites amoiifi; llio lords of tJio 
land ab liia diets, was to proservo peace and protect his boiuidaries from tho 
inroads of tho oncniy; hut juab as tho dukes governed the single stems in 
the realm, so the king was to rule over all tho lands of tho ompiro ; ho was 
to bo tho highest judgo and general of tho Avholc i^eoplc. So it was to ho, 
and BO it was. 

In tho idea whioli Ilonry conceived, the kingdom a])pGaved almost as only 
an alliancQ of German stems under tho Iciulcrsliip of a king jointly olectod by 
tliGiii. And yot fclicy were far from willingly recognising this loadoraliip. 
Bavaria and Swabia laid .separated themselves from tho kingdom for the 
moment: in tho former Armilf iniled, in tho latter Burklmrd, -with wholly 
independent power; and Lorraine had been allied with tlio west-FrankiNk 
kingdom for years. Franconia and Saxony alone formed tho kingdom at first; 
for the moniGiil Ilonry’s power did not go beyond thoiu. And although ho as 
king was raised above Kborhnrcl, still tho latter as a duko stood praoLically on 
a level hoaido him. Just as Henry rc.sorvod for himself tho full ducal power 
as ho Irad always possossod it, so also in tho Frankish lauds it was prosorvod 
for Ebei'hard iii tlio Hiinio way; the position wliioh his family had won and 
established under Conrad's rulo was in no wise loHsoned. Never again did 
any diaagreomont break out between floury and Eborhard ; Ihoy romainod 
allies until Ilunry’a doatli and tlio growing stato was founded oliiofly upon 
their accord. Iluiiry’s thoughts, liowovor, were not limiLod to Saxony and 
Franconia; from tlio very beginning they hud boon dirootod to the union 
of all tho Gorman tribes, and henco lie made it his first business to bring 
all tlio stoma which had once liolongod to the oast-Frankish kingdom to a 
roo(^iiition of his flupreinacy. 

Ill tho sixth your of hi.s reign King Iloiiry had acoomplislied the iinmonso 
task of uniting all tho Gorman lands and tribes; lie had Huoeuedod in doing 
that lor which King Conrad had striven so obstinately and yot ho uiivsnocoss- 
fully. Not with haste and impatiouco, not with terror and tl'io soiiiid of ariUH, 
had ho dono it; but through a quiet, clour prcoptioii of tlio true position of 
thuigs and that lauded pacific disposition wtneli would not lot him shod Gar- 
man blood againat Gornunis for no purpose. Thus a bond of unity was wovon 
around the Goi’inan stems, whieli bccaino more and more ulose in Uiuo and aur- 
roundod by which tho Uorinans first came to a clour conacioiisnoss of their own 
imtioiiality. Tho kingdom us it now stood uppear.s almost liko an iilliiinco of 
statoa; but out of it grow quickly enough a powerful, united stale under us 
strong a monarchy as those times could produce. Iluai’y hud roaoUed tho goal 
which tho pope and bishoiis at the council of AlLlioim had Hot thoinsolves and 
had not bociiublo to reach—the nnificjitiouof Oornmny; buthoreauhoil tliis 
goal by a, wholly dirferont road than tlio one tlioso biahojis had taken. Tims 
it was not they who laid tlio cornorstono of the German ]impii'o,l)ut tlio man 
wJio hnd refused to accept the crown from the Imnd of a priest. 

Everything was accomplished almost in siloiico j a now order of thingH for 
centuries to come was 0 stabli.shcd with ouao—by magic, one feels inclined to 
say; endless confusion wa.s seen to lie solved in the siinplest fashion. It was 
us when an unknown terror breaks upon a large immber of pooplo in tho dark¬ 
ness of night — ovcrylhing is thrown into a eonfuHion which inoreiisos from 
inoment to inomont, until tho sun shines out in the morning and its beams 
gild tlio fields: the confused masses thou easily assort tliomsolvcs, quiet re¬ 
turns, and tho world hoams agaif? in clear sunshine. Henry’s cloiir spirit 
was the sun which turned tho night of tho German lands into day. 
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AGAINSl’ ODTEJ*^ ENEMfJiM 

But of wluit uso was all thia building and creating if he could, nob succeed 
in ondiu’iiigl/in'olccUng tlio empire against its outer eiieniies and above all 
agiiinat tlio Hungarians? However, in spite of the discourageiuciit caused 
Ijy ropcaiud dcfcaLSj Henry did not lo.se faith la tho strength of hia people, 
and fortiiiiQ favoured tho courageous man. Ifor it was fortune that led tho 
Huiigiiriiina just at that lime to spare the German lands of the hither Rhino 
for a longer space of time and to direct their attaolcs chiefly against Italy, 
tlio wcst-Fran]ciah kingdom, andLorraine. But in tlie year 924 they appeared 
again and turned towards Saxony. AVhorovGr theycamo cveiything was laid 
desolate. Tho oa.stlea and strongholds, the cloisters and chu^’hes, the 
dwellings of the poor peasants, were all reduced to ashes; old and young, 
men and wonio]i, were slauglitored; again by the clouds of smoke and the 
appcaraucG of lire in tho sky could tho path be followed which was taken by 
tlio torriblo oiioiny; again tho people took refuge in the forests, on tlie tops 
of luountiiins, and in hidden oaves. “ It is belter to be silent on this subject,” 
Hays Witlokiad [tho historian], “ than to increase suffering by words.” 

King Hciiry did not dare to nieofc the superior forces of tlie enemy in aji 
open battle. Ho had learned to know what war with them meant at an early 
date, and ho did not bollovc his army was able to face them. It is true that 
every froo Saxon who had completed Jiis thirteenth year was bound to service, 
and luid to tidcc up arms against an approacliing onomy; the old military 
provisions of ilio Frankish kingdom wore also in force according to the letter 
of tlio law, and aooording to thorn every free man who owned at least five 
ludos of laud had to .servo personally in tlio militia, and the smaller land¬ 
owners had to equip a fighter in common. Rut those iwovisions had fallen 
into disuse j liard iimo.s had docrcasod the number of freemen ; tho militia, 
seldom aH.sonihled, was formed of mou knowing nothing of war. 

Moreover, tho Hungarians bad to bo mot with cavalry, and aUliongh tho 
hk’ankisli feudal army consisted almost entirely of mounted knights, yet in 
Saxony cavalry sorvioo was still now and not Avidespread j ilie greatest prirb 
of tho nobility here kept only poorly armocl dopondonts who performed tlieii* 
military aervioo on foot. Henry avoided a battle, therefore, and shut liini.self 
up with his fiiiiliful follower in his fortifiod castlo Werla at the foot of tho 
Hiu”/-, not far from Gojjlar. Tho favour of fortune again did not desert him. 
A proniiiiont Hungarian was captured by tlia king’s men and brought before 
him. Tho captive stood in high favour with his people, and consequently 
ainbas.Hadors woro sent at once to free him from the bonds of the enemy. 
Gold and silver wore offered for him in large measure, but that was not what 
Honry sought. lie Avaiited peace, only peace, and he_ even offered, if he 
should bo granted a truce of nine years, not only to give back the captive 
Init also to pay tlio Hungarians a yearly tribute. On these conditions the 
IIuiigaruuis,SAvearing to observe a truceof iiiiie years, witlidrew to their homes, 

l.arger fortified towns wore at that lime •still unknown in Saxony and 
Tlmriiigia j only on tho banks of the Rhine and the Danube, and beyond 
tliesc rivers where tlie Romans Imd once lived, were there on Gorman soil 
populous toAvns with fortified walls and towers, Avliich, lioAvevor, since tlie 
expedition.^ of the Normans and the Hungarian warn, lay mo.stly in heaps 
and ruins. The Saxons according to ancient custom atill lived in single 
houses standing alone in the midst of their fields and meadows, or else they 
assembled in open villago.s. Onlj'^ here *md there arose royal palaces and 
ciistlo.s of tho nobles, only Jiore and there were tho onolosed seats of bishoiis, 
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priests, Jnonks, tho firsl g;iUioi‘iii"-placoM of a inoro aciLlvcs iiiLorcoiirKo. 
'i’iio Lountlaries Avere also poorly protoolcd j llio sl.rnii*jlioUlM which Cliarlo- 
inagiiQ had oiico hud oid had boon lUoaUy destroyed in ilio wars against tho 
Danes and Wondw. 'Ldio land thnSjWiLliout being a)do to ofCor au,y resistanco, 
lay open to tlic inroads of iho enemy, which couhl not bo olicoked in ilio 
ijilcrior uitiior, on account of tho acattcred ftottlcmcuts. 'V\\(S lirst nuccHavty, 
therefore, seemed to Henry to be to enlarge tfio existing forts and fortify 
them more strongly, to lay out new HtronghoUls so as to bo able to assemble 
larger forces in secure places. This was especially imperative on iho frontiers 
in order to repulse tho enemy on llio very threshold. 

Henry had already sncccoded in destroying tlic jSorl)s on the Siuilo, and at 
tho same time the Woiidian trihoH whicliluid forced their way across tlie middle 
Elbe had been driven back across tho river. Ju tliOHO frontier regions, whieli 
liad Mien to him as the victor, Henry luul settled largo unuibers of his d(',- 
IMindeiUs and bouml them to military serviee iii roUirii for larger or smaller 
liefs. Ho had thus at tho sumo time esUibli.slicd military colonies on the 
eonqiiovcd torritfvry, and hero, wh(?ro ovoiythiiig was on a miUtaiy footing, 
and in the neighbouring diatviclH which stood mostly under tho siiino leader¬ 
ship with the marks ho had free hand to <5arry out liis plans. In tho sanuj 
u'ay Jving Edward of England hud a few years before restored or iiowJy built 
a long lino of frontier forts, and thus .seeni'od his roalni against tho inroads 
of tliQ enemy 5 perhaps Henry in his undorLaldiig.s hud tho exaarplo of the 
Anglo-Saxons in niiud, 

Hay a]ul night people wore now at work Imilding in the frojUior districts, 
llonso had to adjoin house, and court, court) overytiung was surrounded 
Avitli walls and viinipurts. T'ho work wont on without a inoineid/s pause, 
lloiiry oneOLuaged the people lo unaocn.sloined elTorts, boeiuiHu Im wishuil 
Llieni to become hardened in limes of noace, .so Unit tliey would ho l)otLei' able 
to endure tho privations of war. TJuis there grew up in those districts 
scttloiiiGiitH surrounded witii walls and ramparts: .sniallor ijlaeos wore on- 
largod, clestroycd foidilie-ations restored; ofttm large Jinmwrs of hinnau 
habitations suddenly .spranpf up, where before only a simphi but had stood. 
At that tiiuo, (iuodUnbuvg in Uie Havy. was wholly rebuilt •, hlersoburg, wlucli 
AA'as always a place dear to the king, was enlarged and surrounded by a stone 
Avail. 

Uenry at Iho same time opened at Mcr.seburg an asylum foi- ei'imhials •, 
thus was done in order to ])o]mlato the lOAAm and make it capable of defending 
itself against th(3 enemy. These suspicions charactovs lived in a suburb of 
iMerseb’urg, Avhereas Dio citadel itself Avasoccupied by more rul iabU; dopouden ts. 
These criminals avoi’c called tho Morsoburgaiis, and formed a troop of Holilieiy 
whlcii Henry scorns often to liavo used in oapecially duiigorous euLerpriseii. 
“It Ava.s,” says Wittoldnd/[tlie historian], “a baud omnposod of robbers; 
lor tho king, avIio liked to bo mild toAvards his sulijects, exemptcal even 
tluovos or robbers, Avhou thoy wore brave and warlike men, from their 
dcHorvetl punishment and caused them to settle in the Hiibuvb of Aler.scbiirg. 
He gave them Tieldsand arms and ordered tlioni to kecii thojieaeu AA'itli their 
eouuti'yjnoii 5 against tlio W<mds, however, lie let them make ])luiKloriiig ox- 
jjeditions as often as they pleased.” »So strong Avns Ibi.s Hcr.sel>iirg troojj 
that a few yeav.s later it funii.sliod 1,000 men for the Avar with Bohemia. 

But also ill otliev Avays Henry Ivied to iiieimse the p()]nilaLioii of tho 
fortilied towns, lie commanded all diets, jiopular gathorlng.s, and festiv¬ 
ities to be ludd within the walls ol! jAic eitadel; as oCtou as the Baxous came 
together they were to assemble iu llio stroiigliolds ao that they migUt 
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grailiuilLy bccomu acoustometl to llCo in enclosed pljieos, whicb tiicy still 
regarded as iinpi-isomnonl. Here also he porliiipH was {ollowing the ex¬ 
ample of King lildwurd, who in Iho .same way ordered all commercial deal¬ 
ings lo ho conducted within llio gates of fcho citadel. But the fortified 
places of Saxony and Thuringia were not only to provide the possibility 
of offering a strong resistance to a fresli attack of the enemy; tliey were 
at tlio same time to provide refuge and safety lo all the inhabitants of the 
froiitior regions. Consequently ovory ninth man liad to move into the town 
to erect a dwelling for lumseU and his eight compainons, and also to pro¬ 
vide granaries and storckonses, Binoc the third part of all the fruits of the 
field winch were produced luul to be delivered in the citadel and were there 
stored. I'he ciglit, Imwcvcr, Avho remained outside cultivated the field of 
Llio one Avithin, sowed it and harvested it, and brought the harvest into liis 


gi'anarios. ‘Witliout the oitadol tliore could be no buildings, or only Avortli- 
le.ss ones, sinco these Avoro destroyed at the first attack of the enemy. 

llis military jirovisiona, so far as can bo seen from the scanty records, 
dealt with feudal aorvice in Saxony, Avbich Iio compelled from now on lo lie 
rendered in hoim and mounted soldiers. Henry remodelled the organization 
(K the army and the conduct of war, aiidbrouglit Lliom into jibav lines wluoli 
wore followed by tlio (roi‘inan.s for a long time afterward. 

Henry Avas occupied four years with the ordering of all those^ things. 
“i\ry tongue,” says Wittokind/ ” cannot tell Avilli Avliat precaution and 
wntolifulnoss iio did ovcrytlujjg at that lime wliich could help to protect tho 
fiitliovlaiid.” As soon, however, ns Heiuy knew that his army Avas m fighting 
ti'im, h (3 used it to iitLaok tho Woud tribes (928). Tlioy were the nearest 
oJiomios of tlio omjiu'o and of Saxony, and at tlio same time less dangerous 
tliiui tho lIungariauH \ ho that tho war against them was considered the best 
Hcliool to prepare for tlio stronger enemy. The fiiASt attack Avas upon tho 
llovolli, a Wond tribe, 'wliicli dwelt on botli sides of tJie Mavel and on tlio 
lower Spi’OO. Several tiinos they fought, and Henry conquered oaoli time, 
iionetrating finally to tho chief stronglioUl of tho tribe, tho present Branden¬ 
burg. Tim cjty, at that timo caHod /Ircnnaburg, lay surrounded by the 
Jlavel. It was midwintor Avhon Houry laid siego to it, and he pitched Ins 
camp on tho ice. Toe, iron, and faniino, — the three brought about the fall of 
llrmmalmig, and with it tlio Avholc of tho land of tbe Hcvelli fell into tho 

hands of tlie eomiuoror. , ^ ^ 

Henry next proceeded southward against tlic l)jdeminz,i, against whom no 
liad Avon his first laurelH. Tlicy Avere familiar Avitli the strokes of Henry s 
.sword and did not dare to meet him in open battle. Ihey shut themselves 
up within tlieir strongliold, Gaiia, but this also Avas taken on the tAventiotii dtiy. 
Deadly hatred had long reigned betAvoon Wcucls and Saxons, Avhich here cle- 
niamlod Hanguinary Hiiorificos. Tho city Ava.s plundered, |he groAvn men Avero 
killed, the children sold as slaves. Severe cn.stoiu Avould have it thus, ana 
the (rormaii has taken his word “slave” from the Slavs. . , , , 

Henry also proceeded against the Czechs ai Bohemia, Avhose lane s 
adjoined those of tlio Daleminzi, Avith Avhom they were tribally rehjted. 
Only since one geiiemtioii liad the tribe been ruled by one family, that ot the 
Promyslid.s ; Ciiristiaiiity Iiad made some lieadway imclor this single niler- 
Hliip, iilthough it found ililficult entry among the .Htilt-neekcd tribe. 

A more powerful vesistanco was to be expected from this nmueroiiH tribe, 
muted niidei’ one rule, than from the other Slavic .stems. Xhereim’o I le 
king called on Duke ArnuU for aid, andisi Bavoi-ian army advanced tluougk 
the Bohemian forest, at the same time with the king, into the land ot tlie 
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Czechs. It wa.s the first time that the liavaviaus liiul given Uio Saxoii.s mil. 
iuiry attendance. They pciielratod clear into Iho cDntre of the country 
^vhore Prague is louatetl on the bank of the swift MoUlau. Hero the young 
Poliomlan chikc Wencestaus, who had alremly accepted Christianity through 
the influence o£ hia pious grandmother^ Ijvulmilla, auvrondored himself an(l 
his land to the king (920). lie received it iigain in lief and from now ou 
paid the Saxons a tribute, which porlmp.s already at that time, as Uiiur, cou- 
aiatod oC 500 silver luarka and 120 oxen. From tliat time on tho Icings uf 
(iGvinauy domiindcd feudal sorvico and obedicnco from the iloheniiiin princuy, 
until finally the land itself at a inucli later period fell to the (ierinan princes. 

While the king Inmsolf was subjugating these Slavic stem.s, his counis 
luid fought >villi success against liio Wends living in the nortli. d’he Itedavii 
living in the lake districts north of the Ihivel as far as iho Peune wore lir.st 
comjuorod, tlion tlm Abodriti and tho Wilzi wlio dwelt north and west of 
them clear to the shores of tho IhiHic. AVithin a .short time the gi'eate.sl part 
of the land ])ctwoen tho lilllio and Oder* was won for Saxon rule, but the liavd 
will of tlio Wend tril)o.s living in tlio.so (listri(5t.s was not brolcen and tho bhxjd 
of their rohitive.s which had been shed cried for vongoanco. First tho Rodarii 
arose in rage against German )'ulo; llioy gathored togctlior and full upon 
\Valslol)on. M'hc .strongly fortiliod town was at that time well populated, l)Ut 
it could not defend Uself tigainal tlieHuperiov numbers oC tlie oneiuy. U was 
taken hy assault and all its inhabitaulH wove killed | not one saw tho Hglit of 
tho coming day. Tliis was a signal Cor a gcnoml npiising. 'Hie Wend tribes 
of tlio nortli aioHO to a man, to llirow olT the hated yolco of the Saxons. 

IfouL'y proparod fpiickly for hattlo and or<loj'o<l (JonnL JJornliard, to wlioiu 
ho liad iiilriustod tho guardianship of tlio Itodarii, and (louni 'J'Jiiotinar, U) 
begin tlio war at once, hy tlio soigo of Lonzon, a strongliold wliioli was in tlio 
haiicla of the Woiida. T'ho Saxon militia was a.ssoml)lod us well as possible 
in the general haste, and Cogothev with tho war forcos from tlio marlcs, wius 
placed undor IJovnliard’a coinnuuul. Whoii Lonzon hud boon bosiogod for 
JivG days, it was annemnoed by spies that an army of Wonds was in tlic 
vicinity and tliat it would attack tho Saxon camp at Ihc fall of night. 
Horiiliard at once assomlilod Ins warriors in liLs (out nnd ordorod iliciii t(j 
remain undov arms tho wliolo night. T’ho crowd aopavatod autl each gavo 
hiiiisolf up to joy or sorrow, liopo or fear, according to whotlior ho desired 
tlio battlo or not. Night came on; it was darker than imiml, tlio sky 
covered with heavy clouds, and the rain foil in torreuts. In suoli wuatlio'r 
tlio courage ol tho Wciid.s sank and tlicy gave up tlio iittiiok. WJicn, Jiow- 
evor, the moniiug dawned, although the iSaxoiis Imd liocn untler arm.s all 
night, PeTiiliard decided to vontiirc an atluck hinivSclf, and gavo tho signal 
for Imttlo. Thcroupoii all took an oath forgiving tlioiiisolvos their failingH 
and eaoh othor their ancient feuds — snoh Avas the custom before a battle-'- 
and with a solemn oath sworo to support and aid each otlior in tho strifo aa 
thoy would their leadens. Then wlioii the aim oamu up — tho sky shoiio 
in clear blue after the storm of tho night—they murohed out of camp. 

At the first assault Bernhard had to gwe way hoforo tho superior force (d 
tho enemy. But ho noticed that tho Wonds had no more cavalry than ho, 
altliough tlioy had countloss numbers of iiiraiitiy Avliioh iiuivimI foi’waril mi 
the iniicldy ground only witli great dilliopUy and was driven bank by tlio 
force of the cavalry. (kmsoqueiiUy lie did not lose oouvago, and lUo coutU 
donco of hiinsolf and his follower,s inorcused wlicn thoy saw that a doiiHo 
steam went up li oiu tho wot garments of tlio Wonds, whereas thoy tlimus(dvL‘H 
were siirroimclod with clearest light; it was us if tho God of the Uhristiaus 
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AVcry ligliiiiig with tliGiu againat the lioatlieii. Again the signal for attack 
was givoii, and with a joyful war cry they charged on the ranks of the enemy. 
The Wends stood close together, and it was attempted in vain to break a 
path through their compaot ranks; only on the right and left were a few 
iBolaiocl 5(iuads of Woiida attacked, conquered, and killed. Much blood had 
already boon shod on both sides and the Wends still kept their stand. Then 
Bernhard sent a nioasengor to Thietinar asking him to hasten to the help of 
tlic ai'Jny, and the latter quickly sent a captain with fifty knights clad in 
ai'inonv, to attack the enemy from the side. With the rattle of armour this 
l)aiid charged like a tempest upon the Woiida; their ranks wavered, and soon 
the whole atniy broke into the wildest flight. The sword of the Saxons raged 
in all parts of the field. The Wends tried to reach Lenzen, but in vain; for 
Tliiotniar had oooupied all tlio roads. Tlioreupon many of them in despair 
plunged into a neighhouring lake, and those whom the sword had spared 
found death in the waves. Not one of the iufautiy escaped and very few of 
tlic cavalry. Eight hundred wore taken captive; they had been threatened 
with death and they all found death on tlio following day. More than one 
Inindrod thousand Wends wore said to have perished. The Saxons also 
suffered severe losses and lost many a noble man from their army. With 
this victory the war wtrs ended. The battle was fought on September 4th, 
1)29; Tjojwon surrendored tho J)ext day. The inhabjtaiita laid down their 
arms and asked only for tlioir livoe; this was granted them, but they had to 
leave tho city naked. Thoiv wives ami children, their slaves, tlieir posses¬ 
sions— all foil into tlio hands of tlio conquerors. 

Boi'uluu’d and Thictmar won groat ronowji above all tho German people, 
because they had won a glorious victory over an inminierablo army of tho 
doteslod Wonds with a comparatively small force oollected in haste. Tlio 
Icing I’oooivod them with tho greatest honour, and from his mouth their deeds 
reooived the liigliost tribute. Otlior joyful sounds mixed witli tlie jubilee 
of vict.ory. Just at that timo Henry was celebrating the marriage of his 
oldest sou Otto. Ho had ohoson a life companion for him from the royal 
family of the trlbally related Anglo-Saxons; Iho beautiful EcUtha, daughter 
of King Edward and a sister of King Atlielstan, who at that time ruled 
Enghnid witli a strong hand, was to bo led to tho altar by Otto. Athelstan 
had felt liimsolf so flattorccl by Henry’s suit that ho sent over to Germany 
not only Editha, but also her sister Elgiva; Henry and Otto might choose 
jjofcwooii the two. Accompanied by Athclstan’s chancellor Thorketnl, tho 
princcssog sailed up the llhiiioas far as Cologne, were they were met by Henry’s 
amhaaaadors. Editha remained tho chosen one and tlio marriage was cele- 
hnitcd at onco with groat pomp (980). As a rich dowry from her husband 
Editha received Magdeburg and many beautiful estates in Saxony. 

But tho nine years of Bio truce with tho Hungarians were now neai’ing 
tliair end and war was again threatened with these most terriblo enemies of 
llio ompii’o. Henry had made good use of his respite. Saxony was protected 
by linn strongholds, tho J^ing had at his disposal an army experienced in war 
and faithfully uttaohod to him; it was now timo to measure swords with the 
old oiicmy. It was not long until the ambassadors of tho Hungarians ap- 
poarotl to domaud tho tribute as usual, but they returned this time with empty 
bags. Thereupon the mounted bauds of the Hungarians saddled q^uickly, 
and uouatless swarms toolv their way towards the west through the land of 
the Dalominzl; but the latter know that Henry was prepared for war, and 
instead of tho demanded tribute they 8(^rnfully threw a fat dog before tlie 
oiieiiiy. IIowcYcr angry the Hungarians were at this inauU, lliey neverthe- 
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less did not atop for rovong'e, but liurricdon to Uio land of 'riuiviiig’iu, wlacii 
tlioy laid deaoluLo in the winter of i)32-i)3Jh Wlion Thuringia could no 
loiigov support the largo nainbcrs of the onoiiiy, a part of Llio arm}' [n'oococled 
lurLlior wofit in ordor to atlaidc iSaxojiy from aiiotlicr side. 

Uonvy had already colieelod a sU'oiig fovw, of eavulry from Saxony and 
Thuringia niul Jnul ordered out the iniliLia. Al.so from Ihivaria and tlio other 
lands subject to him, inuny knigJits, it is related, bad hurried to his .stnndai’d. 
(iiiictly he awaited the moment when tlie couutle.s8 swarms of the enemy 
sliould sopfivate. Scarcely, howovoi-, had that troop .separated and .slarled 
towards tlio west, than Saxons imd 'TJinringiaiis attaclcecl it inijadaoiisly. In 
a sanguinary hattlo the loaders of tlio enemy fell and tJiuir liordo.s ilod panic- 
stricken in all directions. Many perished from tlio winter frosts, otliers 
died of hunger; a largo number fell into captivily. 

'Pile otlior, larger part of the lUuigurhm army, however, whieli had 
roiuainud in the cast, in 'riuiringia, had in the meanwhile been informed 
that Lhore niis n castle in the neigdihourbood wboro lived a sister of the king 
— alio ^vas horn to Duke Otto out of wedloek and liad luarried a 'I'liuringian 
nainod Wide — in which there was inucli gold and silver. Oonsoipienily 
they at nnoc sot out and assaulted the eusLlo. Tliey would liavo taken it at 
the fii\st attaolc if the fall of uiglit liad not pmt an end to llm battle, yciirecly, 
however, were tUeii' arms at vest, when they hoard of the defeat of tlieir 
companions, of the victory of the Saxons, and of how King Henry was 
advaiiuiug against tlicm with aptiworful army. 'J'hoy lit grunt hunliroH to 
colloct tliOR' ficattcrod troops and at once hogan their rctrimt. 

Henry was camped tliat .same night not far from tho Hungarians in a place 
which was tlum called Iliado, porluipa iho present Kiellielnirg, in tlio golden 
meiulow on the lln.Htnit, where many strongholds of tho Luidolllngs wore 
flcattercd on all Hidc.s. Wlicn morning broke and it was learned how near 
tliQ onciiiy was, tho king dotertninod to attack them at once and placed Ids 
army ill battle array. Ifo exlnndod his followers to put all tlioir trust iii 
Cxod, and declared lliat ho would ho wilii them to-day as in so many other 
batttoa; iho Hungarians wore enemies of tlie empire and of tliom all, they 
mirsb liglit to avenge thou' fatherland and thou* fathers; tlie onomy would soon 
give way if they would only chargo livavely and strike Imldly. T'hcn the 
lieai't of caoli one in ilio army .swelled with oourago; they all saw willi joy 
how thoir king liiivricd about on bis horse, now in front, now in the middle, 
luul now on the hast ranks of tho army, and luiw overywhuvu iho Hag of the 
arcliangcl Atichaol, the chief liaimor of the empire, waved heforo him. 'riie 
king was afraid that when tho llimgarians saw the large numbor.s of armed 
horsoinoii of the Saxoim they would not keep thoir stuiul Init would breal: 
apart aiul thu.s frustrate a deeisivo battlo. (lonsoijiieiitly ho seat on aluaul a 
small force of one ihou.sainl Tluiringian hifivnlry Avith only a few armed 
knights. He thought that when this forco appeared Llio lluiigiiriiiiis Avould 
at once give halLlc and then ho led on, clear up to tho battle ranks of bis army. 
And so it lifippencd. 'L'lio Hungarians voiiturud cle.so to tlie Icing's army, hat 
as .soon [is tluiy uauglit sight of the troops of knights tiioy turned and lied. 
And they dod ho rapidly Unit, although they were pursnod for two nnlcH, 
only a few of tlicm ivoro captured or killed; tho Icing, howovov, stormed 
their camp and freed all priHouor.s. It was the 16lh of Slaroli, 988; after it, 
.so long U9 Henry lived, no Hungarian was soon on Goriuai\ soil. 

’When this inoinorablo victory had boon fought, iliore ivas no end to tlui 
jubilee in tho [vnuy and in tho whqdo Saxon land. A.s father of iho father- 
lancl ihuuy grecLed his army and his pcopdo; they extolled him as world- 
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rulor and cniporor alinosL aa if they had Iwid a premoniLioii of the ereatness 
aiKl power wlueh were moiwed for his sou Otto. lie. however, gave God 
the glory for ihu victory j he ntU'ibuled his success to divine aid tfloue, and 
the inbuLo wluuh lie had been aocuetomed to pay to the enemy ho now mivo 
to tiio uliiireh in order to give it to the poor. Fur over the whole world 
spread the renown of the groat Saxon king, who had been the first to 
conquer tiie niudi-feared ILtiigariaiiy in a great battle and liacl driven them 
out oi ilia laud. 


And Henry’s sword was to reach even the last enemy of the Saxons — 
the Danes. The latter had long since overstepped tiie bounds which tlie 
emperor OJiarlcs laid once marked out for them. Kot only the frontier 
district between the Eider, the Treene, and the Sehloi had they taken iii 
posscHsion, but also, after the nnfortunato battle in which Duke Ihnino fell 
they had seized all the laud north of the Elbe, with the aid of the WendJ 
and had^with lire and aword laid waste the fruitful districts of the Hob 
steins. d'Jie whole Genuan population which had settled here was crowded 
over the Elbe, and they wore hardly safe from tlic plundering of the enemy 
oven oil the liithcr side of the broad stream. It was only gradually that 
the Danes were driven back so that tlic Saxons could return to thoir old 
seals aerass Iho Elbe. Hut the Germans were also harassed by the Danes 
from a differont quarter j bands of northern pirates landed continually on 
tlio coasts of J'Vioslaiid and jmncliulod far into Saxony and Lorraine. 

d’ho Danes Hoeiu often to have boon overpowered, since we learn that in 
9:11 Henry baptised the kinp of the Abodriti and of the Danes. But the 
Htriigglo was not oiidod, riiorcforo, the old hero rose once again at llie 
end of ilia life and led iiis army across tJio boundaries of the Danes (934), 
Tiioir king, Gorin iho Old, althoiigli ho was skilled in many battles as a 
Hiiooossful flghtor, and had linst united the kingdom of the Danes on tlio 
islands in Skano and Jutland, yot did not dare to meet tlie conqueror of 
llio llungaruiua in an open battle. Ho sued for peace and promised to 
accept any oonditioiis. Henry ro-cstablishod the old boundaries of the 
cmipiro, hy giving the ahandonod districts ns a fiel to Saxon warriors; lie 
gave those uorlliern disti-icts a similar military organisation to the marks 
captured from iho Wends. The districts between tlio Eider, the Treene, and 
the iSclilci, called later the mark of Schleswig, remained in the German 
liliupiro until Conrad IT, nearly a hundred years later, ceded to the Danes 
IJio land ns far ns tlio Eider. Tdiis cession seemed to be favoured by cir- 
eumalancos, but it was not a forliinato act, since it displaced the boundaries 
which Charlemagne liad ostahlished and Henry had restored.& 

The same year (934 a.d.) a friendly meeting took place between 
liiin and the kings of X^raaco and. Burgundy on the CJiai’, a tributaiy of 
the Maas. Henry afterwards planned a visit to Rome, but died without 
accomplishing that project (936 A.r>,), when at the height of his splendour 
and renown. He was buried at Quedlinburg, his favourite residence.® 
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COUOl^ATTOK 01? O'tTO (OUG A.li.) 

In ilio fiiimnior of 93G tlio loiulini,^ men of Uio aocnliiv and olorionl ritnlcH 
iiHseinblod at Aachen to ©loot a T'imoa had (dning'cd docithklly Hlnoc 

the yonr 019, whon Iloiuy I rocoivod tho orowii. At ]ii« oloofcion only tlic 
I'T’anhUh dulco Eboiliard with hia vasKula and Iho avchbiKhop llorifjor of 
i^Faiiiz had appoared, hosidea ilio Saxon nobility. 'J’ho whole kin^^dom look 
paid in Otto’s olocUou j jiU the Gorman dukoa, tUo archlnslwps, and pvoluildy 
a graaL many otlior liigh olorical and Bccnlar digiiitai’ica ]n*ocoodcd to Aaiilu'ii. 
T’ho Saxon lords who had already docidod in favour of Otto acooinpanied him 
thither; as ho approaohod, iliofio wlio had already gathered in tho city wont 
out to moot liini and brought him hack in a trimnphal ])i’OC(*HHlon. 'I'ho olnc- 
lion took place in tho colobraled pahioo o£ Chavlomagno. lUdwoen Iho easllo 
and tho court oliapol (Llie boaniiful ehurcli of tho Virgin) was an op(Mi ool- 
onnado lUvongli which the great emperor had often passed on Ids way to 
ohui’ch. In this placo tho secular lords choao Otto for tholr Jcijig ; ho scatod 
hiiiiaclf liero and at onco ciumcd thorn to bring him their lioinago; tlioy 
placed tlioiv hands in Ids and aworo to support him against (ho cnomy. Otto 
tliGii, in company with bho princes, proceeded to ilio eluircli of the Virgin, 
tho mnoh admired ohapol of Charloimignc, which was built in the form of an 
octagon, in part from antique marble coUnnns. Since tho ground space 
would accommodute only a limitocl number of porsouR, a groat many had 
mounted to the circular gallery-lilco passages iibovo, in order to -view tho 
festive proceeding,s from (liorc. There hud boon a tpiarrol among’ the arob- 
bishops at first as to which of them .should crown the new rulur ; finall^'^ it 
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Wtiy iigroecl tliEit this honour should fall to Hildebort of Mainz on account of 
the peculiar dignity of hia person. The avohbiahop conducted Otto into the 
middle of the chapel and then turned to the audience: “See,” he said, “I 
lead before you tho new king, who has been selected by God, appointed by 
King Iloiivy, tvnd now chosen by all the princes; if this choice pleases you, 
BO^ manifest it by raising tho right hand.” Thereupon the congregation 
raised their right hands inid showed their assent by a loud cry of acclama¬ 
tion. The archbishop then led the new king to tho altar upon which were the 
insignia of kingly oiTice—the sword with tho girdle, the purple robe, 
the braoolels, the staff, the sceptre, and the crown. Ho then turned to Otto 
and presented him with the insignia of power, together with many pious 
admonitions. “lleGeive this sword,” said he, “in order with it to drive out 
all the enoinios of Christ, tho heathen, and all bad Christians, since God has 
given thee dominion over tho Frankish realm in order to make of it a sure 
refuge for Christendom.” After Otto had received the other royal insig¬ 
nia, aooompiuiiod with similar ihous expressions, the archbishop of Mainz 
anointed him, being assisted by tho archbishop Wikfried of Cologne, put 
tho crown on liis head, and conducted him to the tliroue, which was placed 
botwoon Llio marble columns of the cliurcli of tlio Virgin. Wlieu tho service 
was conoludod the now Iring proceeded with tho secular and clerical lords to 
tho banquet which had boon prepared in tho palace of Charles the Great. 
The four dukes of the kingdom, Giselbort of Lorraine, Eberhard of Fran¬ 
conia, Hermann of Swabia, and Arnulf of Bavaria, bad charge of tlie corona¬ 
tion festivities} they also waited on the Icing personally at the banquet as 
vassals woro ucouslomod to wait on their feudal lord on espeoially ceremoni¬ 
ous occasions. 

It was ]io empty formality when the princes who had once recognisecl his 
father as tlioir feudal lord now rendered him tho same service which they 
rocoivod from thoir depondonta. Kingship already meant something more 
than more loadorship of tho Saxon dukes, and Otto was just the man to 
assume tho right which only ouo king had over jiossessed in German torri- 
iory. If Henry ecoma almost more Saxon prince than Icing of tho Germans, 
Otto on the other hand, although ho called Iriinsolf also king of tho Franks, 
WEIS from tho very beginning of his reign king of the Germans in tho most 
complete fionsc of tho word.® 


TniD OVERTHROW OB' THE STEM DUCHIES 

A revival of tho Carlovingiau conception of sovereignty can at once be 
discerned in the mind of Iho young king. The coronation itself offered an 
oppQi'tunity for this to appear. The duke of Bavaria had not come to clo 
him hoimigo; Otto deposed him and set up, beside the duchy of Bavaria, a 
count palatine to watch that the interests of the king should never suffer 
from the indepondonoG of the great vassal. It was tlie beginning of a policy 
radically different from that of Henry, who had left almost complete auton¬ 
omy to tho difforeiiL nations and tlieir dukes. From now on till the tiine of 
Bismarck tho main story of Gorman history is the struggle of the kings for 
a oontralisod govorninoiit, and the frustration of their efforts by the local 
magnates who represented the tribes and nations of the earliest days. 

Tho story of Otto’s wars against iheao groat dukes is too long and too 
intricate to tell in detail hero. Snflico it tensay that every duko in the king¬ 
dom was in robelUon at one time and aiiotlior. Even tho Saxons turned 
ji, w. —Yoi.. VII. Zb 
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against lliom, and aided iiic robollion of liia eldor hui bastard brotlior I'Jmnk- 
inar and Ins joungar brotiior Jleiiry, wlio was iJio eldest bom of tlie oliildreji 
of Henry I after he was Iting. At lirsl Otto was beaten, but in a victory at 
Andoriiach (Jiirten^ the dukes of Franconia and Lorraine wore slain, and the 
young Henry was nu'oed to aubinit (i>3{)). 

Then the groat plan of Otto was roaliscd. TJio power of tho king was 
to bo secured by setting np nieinbora of his own family in place of the stem 
dukes, whom tho people had hitherto looked up to as sprang from the old 
race of lieroos, and tho only hereditary loj'ds of Iho fTorniinas, Tranooiiia 
lie kept forlumaelf; llavaria was given to the ponilont brother Homy; 
Swabia was held by bis eldest Ron» LiidolC; Ida son-in-law Conrad was put 
over Lorraine. Hut they wore no longer tlio old independent sovereigns. 
'■J’ho acattored ostatea of the king that sproad Uu'oughoiit tlie dilToroiU duclncjs 
offered the clianco for a ayatem of counts pahitino wiu), like the misui dominici 
of Charlomagno, wore to bo U)e agents of royalty ainl centralisation, and to 
watch with jealous oyo tho actions of their noiglibours, evou if they were of 
the royal lino. It waa evident that unoilicr Cliarles was ut tlie holm, but a 
second civil war had to be fought boforo tbo royal prerogatives were assured, 
Hotbiiig shows more olourly tho ronl lo)Klcncic.H of Hoivniui ln.story towards 
local liberty ratlior than imperial unity tliaii the facd that tho new dukos, ilio 
king's own kin, woro soon leading the forces of tlioir rospoctivo nations 
against Otto. 13ut tlie robeln quarrollod among tbomsolvoH, and an invasion 
of tlio Iluugariaua forcoAl thorn to join in a common imtioniil defoiioo. Otto, 
howovor, had loarncd that lie could novor roly u]>on tbo (liik(!H, whoever tlioy 
wora. Traditions of local indopondouco and tribal, or as they viewed u 
“national” intorosts, overcame all tics of blood or duty. Counts palatine 
woro not strong onough to net as a Bullicioul clu5clc. Timy must bo baokod 
np Ijy floino other forco, or tho unity of the monarchy was doomed. Tlvo 
only available ally was tho churoli, and witli tho samo dcoj) ))oliti('al purpose 
at heart Otto posed ns tho protector of tho church and it.s roforinor. His 
pi'otcjction meant tho exaltation of ecclovsinstical lords to a plane (V|ual to or 
above that of the lay lords; his reformation meant the ))laciiig nf hi.s hj'othor, 
tlio loariKul Jlnino, over tho archiopiacopalc of Cologne and Ins son 

'William in tlio place of the porlidioU'i PTedcvick, tlio aridibishop of Main/,, 
wlio laid connived at a plan for Otto’s assasBmatioii. 


Tin5 TKNTir OKNTUllY lUSNAlSSANOIQ 

These appointinouta were cniinonUy just, no nioro attractive or ssiintly 
character appears in Gorman lilstory than that of Bruno, who as chancellor 
and as prelate carried out reforms that brought intolloctual awakening with 
religious revival. Tostcuod by liim, raro litoraLuro again bogiiii to be ])ro- 
duood; the night of the cLark ago was passing, and Bruno, carrying his 
library with him, in his travels, and studying Greek witli tlie Scotcliinan 
laroiil, is like au Ernsmus of tho tenth century, TIis work was that of a 
rclonnor and teacher.^ 

Above all, howevor, Bruno atloinplod to revive tho scholarly nctivity of 
the clergy. Through him and through the men whom lie trained, tho court 
again becaino the contro of a soholazdy niovcinoiilj the royal cluipol took on 
the characLer of a superior school. Of tbo seven lilKU’al soionouH \Vliioli at 
that time comprised the whole #liin of earthly wisdom, only the throe lower 
ones, grammar, rlietoric, and dialectics, had, siiioo tho memory of man, been 
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taught in the schools; that Bruno directed his studies to the four higher 
Olios likcwiSQ, ai’ithinGtio, geometry, niusic, and astronomy, mad© liini appear 
liko a restorer of these soiencea in the eyes of his contempomries. While ho 
himself still continued to study, he became at the same time the teacher of 
many others; he never let the superiority of his mind be felt unpleasantly, 
but rather by his winning friendliness and gentle earnestness, succeeded in 
charming everyone. While he himself “lunstened forward on the path of 
virtue with gigantic strides,” as his biographer expresses it, ho never wearied 
of looking back after those who were left belunil, to help them on their v'ay. 

The soholtuiy efforts of tlie court gained in breadth and depth after Otto 
turned his attention to them, and tliey had already begun to bear fruit in the 
year 050. Soon afterwards the learned Rather was called to court. He was 
born in Lorraine, had left his home and made his fortune in Italy through 
Xing Hugo, hut liad been driven out of his bishopric at Verona. Bruno 
liiinself loarnod from Rather, wlio was held to be the first theologUm of his 
time. Ihshop Luitpraiid of Cremona came to court a little later, and also 
his not ordinary knowledge of old Latin literature does not seem to have 
hoon left unused by Bruno. It was no longer only the bones of the saints 
which wore brought from over the Alps, but those other relics of antiquity 
wliioh arc so much more precious in our eyes; above nil, the valuable nianu- 
soiipts of classic authors. More than a hundred oi these were brought 
into Gorman oonntries by an Italian, Gunzo by name, at Otto’s command, 
some of the mo.st valuable of whicli Italy Ims cai*ried back again after a lapse 
of ooiiiiu'ios. People now applied themselves with fresh zeal to the study of 
tlio old pools, orators, and historians—Virgil, Horace, Ovid, Terence, Cicero, 
and Sallust arose togotliev from the dead and became the teachers of the 
Garnnuis in the liberal aciences. 

Prom the court the now studies spread throughout the kingdom, the 
oloistor schools especially taking a gratifying part in the general advance¬ 
ment. tit. (bill and Roichemiu reached their most flourishing period; Fulda 
tried to inaintuiii its old position; Hersfeld emulated it; a teacher from 
Italy was called to Wiirzburg. In Saxony, Corvei especially cultivated the 
soicncQs; also in the convents, ©.specially at Gandersheini and Quedlinburg, 
the girls road Virgil and Terence together with the lives of the saints. 
While pooplo had scarcely learned to know the ancients, with minds still 
dazzled by the brilliancy of their oratory, they found courage to compete 
with them; behind cloister walls men put their hand to works which, with 
all their roughness, are not without a certain lofty beauty, which show a 
sturdy attempt to reach perfection of form, and whicli through their contents 
po.ssoss for ns an imperishable value. 

It is a literature of a peouliar character wliicb was developed out of these 
efforts. It rests upon a national foundation and is yet clothed in a garment 
of classic Roman language; it is monastic and ascetic, but at the same time 
naturalistic according to the conception of the ancients; it is ecclesiastic, but 
untrammolled by dogmatic disputes and canonistic soholastioism ; finally it is 
courtly, but at the same time simple, true-hearted, and upright. The old- 
Gcrman heroic folklore is reproduced in hexameters which are imitated or 
borrowed from Virgil; tho naive fables must accommodate themselves 
to the strict beat of old ver.se measure; the wonderful stories of the origin of 
tho Saxons are repeated in tho language of Salluat and Tacitus; a nuu treats 
tho logoiida of the saints in the form of a Terentian comedy. Bruno has 
atainpod tho impress of his mind upon thi^ whole literature. His taste for 
philologioal^Ojirning, his ascetic zeid, his high position at court which came 
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to Jiiin from birth, iiilluoiicod it porcoiilibly for over a conLury, Eut thoro 
was alao aiiothor spirit at work which ho iioithor coiiUl nor would control. 
In these books Uvea also tlie alrong, sturdy^ and true spirit of the Cierman 
people. 

The tenth oontiuy, more than olliors, has boon called an aj^o of barbarism, 
and its boginningH do indeed betray a decay of all that the Ciirioviiigiaii period 
liad accoinpliahod in the way of art and litcratiiro. Uut already in tlio mid¬ 
dle of tlio century wo may detect new Heeds of culture in the Gorman coun¬ 
tries, and it was really from them that a oivilisation first developed whicli 
penetrated more deoxdy into the uovthoni districts and became iicclimatod 
there. It was, to bo sure, a civilisation which at first affected only tlio 
liigheat ranks of society — the court, tho clergy, and tiio noliility Avhich had 
boon drawn into tho vicinity of tho court; but it was practically inslru- 
mentftl in gradually reforming all the conditions of (loruuin life. No one 
more than the historian of tho (lorinau people porcoivoa what iv change took 
place at that time in tho cultural coudilions. After ho has oniorged fi’om 
tlio darkuGHs of tradition into tlio light of liisLory already in tho Oarloviii- 
giaii period, at tho beginning of tho tenth coiituiy lie is again surrunmlcd 
by a twilight in which it is impossible to distinguisli fact from fable ; tradi¬ 
tion is oonfused, contradictory, incoinplole, and diMConnectod, Ihit witli tlic 
middle of the century, conLoiuporary, reliable sourcoH arc again opened up to 
him, which on the wliolo pcrinit liim to follow Uio course of ovoiits clearly; 
tho ground becomes lirm bcnoatli his foot and only soldom is ho compelled 
to tread the uncurtain path of supposition. 

Tho king’s ohapel, Jiowovor, was not only a school of learning, it was at 
tlio same iiiuo a phuit-hoiiso for church and atato, in tliat nearly all tho priests 
went out from it who in the following period woro I'uised to Lho seats of the 
Gorman bishopries by Otto and hi« aucoossors. It is a now generation of 
princoa of tho church vury unlike that which tho later Carlovingian ^leriud 
tiacl brought forth. Those bialioiis, ponneatod us they are with tho dignity 
of their eoolosiastieal po.yition, are yet truly Hubinissive to tlio central ]iower 
of tho stale; they willingly take part in tho king’s battles and oheerfully go 
from one country to anotlior in his iiitoroHt and for his advantage. 
Ilierarolue-theocratio ideas arc far from thoir iiuikIh, no loss so the thought of 
a slavish obedience to Romo, allliough they respect the rights of St. Rotor; 
they are, however, permeated with tho fooling of a free iiidupcndent 
authority which God has givon thoiu over their bishopries, and they rulo 
thoir dioeoaos with ii patriarchal, all-comprchoiiding power. Tlioir first duties 
they considor to bo the organisation of occlcsuistical di.seipliiio, ruforination 
of the cloisters and chapters, and tho awakoniug of a scholastic life ; but they 
feel it to bo equally thoir calling to fortify Uioir oitioH with walls, to gain or 
to secure for them privileges of markets and coinage, to elevate commoroo, to 
cultivate waste regions, to clear away forests, to regulate tlio servioo of thoir 
dopondontH legally, to preserve right and justice within thoir iiiimiiniiios. 
They arc throughout practical tasks which they sot tliomselvos and they 
believe iliat they are serving God and thoir followinon in performing them. 

The Homan church Inis placed not a few of those bishops on tho calendar 
of its sainls, but tho Gorman people also owe those moii the deepest gratitude. 
They liave contributed not a little towards raising tho oppressed part of the 
nation, towards reviving city life, and towards promoting agriculture, indeed 
one might say that oven tho more dofinito dovclopmeiit of the national spirit is 
duo largely to thorn. From one Contro they wont into all parts of the realm; 
whorover they wont they spread tho same culturo, the same prineiples 
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ot' administration, the same eoclesiastical-political views, and they thein- 
aelvGS remained, alfcliough separated, in a cslose, ofteji an intimate, relationsliip 
with each other. It might bo said that among them for the first time, the 
firm outlines of a national policy were established, which remained untouched 
by the attitude of the person who happened to hold the chief power in the 
state. In this rank of bishops we meet a large number of the most worthy 
men, who showed themselves almost throughout filled with the same love 
for their German fatherland until the struggle concerning the investiture 
brought unholy discord into nil ranhs of hfo.« 


THIS STItBKGXHEKING OF THE MARKS 

But civil wai'St the sirengtliQuing of royalty, and the activity of the church 
were but a part of the interests of Otto. Prom the day of his coronation the 
Slav.s had been ravaging the frontiers on the northeast and the Hungarians 
had raided the rich valloys of the upper Danube. In campaign after cam¬ 
paign the icing and his lieutenants kept the invaders at bay. To secure his 
kingdom, Otto granted larger powers to the counts of the border, the mark- 
grafen, and llui.y prepared the way for the power of Brandenburg and of 
Austria (the East Mark), lie encouraged German colonisation along tlie 
Elbe, and called to the assistance of his armies the influence of Christianising 
inissiouaries, The reformation of his clergy stood him in good stead, for 
not since tlio clay of Charles the Great did the missionary effort of the monks 
and clergy reap such triumphs over heathenism and win so much in land and 
people for Cliristciidoiu. 


VIOTOKY OVER THE MAGYARS AND WENDS 

But the Hungarians were still unsubdued, and in the year 966 they made 
B vast and final teat of the strength of tlie new kingdom.« A powerful 
party in Bavaria, headed by the count Werner, brother to the fallen Arnulf, 
wore induced by the hatred they bore to Henry to have recourse to the 
IIiingariaiiH, wlioin they invited into the country. Confident of success on 
ncoouiit of tiieir enormous numerical strength, the arrogant barbarians boasted 
that their horses should drain every river in Germany. Augsburg, who.se 
BUpposed treasures attracted their cupidity, was besieged by them, but made 
a bravo defence under the command of Burkhard of Swabia. Their king, 
Pul/fito, was encamped at Gunsburg. Otto instantly assembled tho arriere- 
ban of tho entire empire j tlio Bohemians united their forces with his; the 
Saxons, at tliat time engaged in opposing the Slavs, alone failed. The two 
armies came within sight of each other on tho Lech, near Augsburg. Before 
tho battle cominoiioed, Otto addressed his troops, as his father had done on 
a similar oooasion, and vowed, when referring to tlie viotoiy won by Henry, 
to found a bishoprio at Moroslmrg, if God granted him success. 

It was tho 10th of August, 966. The sun poured with intense heat 
upon tlie plain. The Hungarians rapidly crossed the Lech, fell upon the rear 
of tho Germun army, dispersed the Boliomiana, and were pressing hard upon 
tlio Swabians, when tho fortune of the day was again turned by Conrad, 
who, anxious to retrieve his fault and to regain the confidence of^ his master, 
iierformod miracles of valour at the bend df the Eninconians. ihe emijeror 
struggled aword in Ijand in the thickest of the fight. A vast nvimber of 
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the enoiny wore (.li'owiiGcl in fitteinpt/hig to Oijciipo aciosa llu) livor. Co^l^l(l 
■was mortally woniulGd in the uock by an arrow aimed at him by one of tho 
fugitives, wlion in tho act of raising his holmot in order to breatlio more 

frooly, A hundred thouKand Ilnugarians are 
said to have fallen on this oooasiond Two of 
their prineca, liohol and Buies, wore by tho eni- 
2 )oror’s ooinmiind hanged on the gates of Augs¬ 
burg. Aooording to some writers, King Puldco 
anti four of tho war-cluofs were luiiigod hoiovo tho 
gates of Ratisbon. Werner was Itilled by tlio on- 
niged Hungarians, but few of whom oseaped to 
thoir country, almost tho whole of tho fugitives 
being slain or hunted down like wild beasts by 
tho Biivju’ian poasauts. 'L'ho adhoronts of tlio ad¬ 
verse party wore mercilessly puiiisliod by lleiiry 
of Bavaria, who caused them to bo buried aliv(5, or 
burned in bods of ([uuddiine. llerold, bisliop of 
Sal/.burg, was by Ida orders deprived of sight, and 
tho patriavoh JnipuH of Aquilcia mot with a still 
more wretched fate. T'liis was tho last inroad 
utt(5mi)tod by tho ilungariane, who for tlie future 
roinaiiiod within thoir frontier, on thoir side 
equally luidisturbed by tlie (iormans. Tlio 
booty wurt 80 onormouH that a peasant ia said 
to have ha«l a wilvor plougli made out of his 
share. Tho iimiimorable Hungarian horses 
taken, on thin (to.cavHlnn also gave riae Uvii 
cstahlishmont of tho iCohirlolior liorse fair,<l 


TJT13 UKVIVAL OV TllIO UOMAN EMl‘rU]fl 

For a quarter of a cunliiry Otto (i)3(i-0(iii) 
ruled with no higher title than king of Dio Franks. 
11 was not till the winter of l)()2 that this suceoHSOV 
of Charlemagno recoivod tho imperial crown, and prochiimcid once more to 
tho world tho fact of that union of Uonuui and Teuton, upon which tho 
sLi'uctui'o of modern society was to rest. Wo havo now to trace the story 
of what Bryce regards as the real foundation of the Koimvu Empire of tho 
MkUllo Ages. 

Tho one portion of the Oarlovingiaiimonarchy wliieh sufforod most in tlio 
daik ago of dissolution was Ttaly. Tho heroic olToris on its behalf of Louis 
If, the lust worthy descendant of CliarlcH, wero reiulored fi’uitlcHs by his 
early death without a son to Buccood. Then Italy was a prize for undos 
und cousiim, like Ohavlos tho Bald and Oharloa the Fat. After their time 
there wag a feudal aiiarohy in which tlio nioat noteworthy loaders woro tlio 
dukes of Friuli in the north, of Spoloto in tho oontro, and of Cajma and Buu- 
evento in tlio south, with nmrquisea of Tvroa and Tuscany and proud Roman 
oounta, liko those of tho family of Oroscontiim, to prevent coimolidaLion or 
poaoe. At Romo itself tho conditions woro at tho worst. Topes wore 
elooted by olorgy and populaco, but mob violouco forced tho oloetions amid 
riot and outrage. ^ 

\} Bill one imial loiiioiiitioi’ that tho old oliroiiiolor who rocoidod llila fact illcl not flco tho hatllo.J 
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Above tliis world oi ruin and disorder there still hung the shadow of an 
imperial crown. Eroin the year 900 it had been alternately the prize of 
l^ombard and Provciigal (or Burgundian) princes.^ 

In the year 960 Lotliair ol Burgundy died suddenly, leaving his young, 
witty, and beautiful widow AdeUxeid (Adelaide) to face the craft and 
strength of Bcreiigar II. Berengar determined to marry her to his son, and 
upon her refusal imprisoned her in a fortress on the Lake of Como. From 
this she eseajied to the castle of Caiiossa. 

Legend tells ns that Imr deliverance was due to a priest who bored 
through her prison wall, and that in her flight she was so closely pursued as 
to bo compelled to conceal herself in a field of standing corn. Her flight at 
Canossa gave the excuse for the interference of the German ally, Ludolf of 
Swabia, Otto’s eldest son. Ludolf at once descended tlio Alps; his uncle 
Henry of Bavaria was at Ihs heels to share in the plunder, and laid claim to 
most of Vonetia, although formerly Berengiir’s ally. But the prize was for 
neither of thorn. In 951 Otto himself came down, and in Pavia, the old 
royal city of the Lombards, he signalised his double triumph by assuming tlie 
title “king of the Lombards ” and by marrying the fair Adelaide. Hence¬ 
forth the only ohstaole to the assumption of the empire was the formality 
of coronation. 

Nino years olapsod, however, before Otto took the final step. His son. had 
•withdrawn to Gorniany to lead a foriuidablo rebellion against tlie father who 
liad foiled his jdans. Conrad tho red, duke of Lotharingia, joined hands with 
him, and the civil wars broke out anew. It was then tlmt the great Hun¬ 
garian invasion came to restore allegiance to the one prince who could make 
headway against it. The rebels submitted and fought loyally for their king, 
Tho battle of TvQclifold loft Otto unq^ucslioned master in Gerjnany. Fresh 
nggreasiema of Borongar, wliom he had left as under-king in Italy, now led 
him to take the final step." 

Borongar aimed at ilio iiidepondout sovereignty of Italy, in which he 
was upheld by the majority of tlie people, whoso national pride ill brooked 
the chspotic I'lilo of cithor the clergy or the Germans. The Lombard bish¬ 
ops, enraged at the restriction imposed upon them by Borengar, sought the 
protection of the pope, wlio applied for aid to tho emperor. The family dia- 
puicfl that had ao lately troubled Otto’s doniestio peace, the struggle with 
tlie Hungarians and llio Slavs, liad at this juncture been brought to a favour- 
nhlo terniiiiatioii, and tlie roiiicorporation of Italy with the empire again 
bccaino tho object of liis ambition. Accordingly, after causing his son, 
Otto II, to bo crowned king of Gormany at Aachen, and entrusting the 
govermnent of the empire to his brother Bruno, archbishop of Cologne, and 
to ins illogitiniato sou Willielm, who had succeeded Frederick in the arch- 
bi.slioprio of Mainz, he Grossed the Alp.s (961 a.d,), expelled Berengar, and 
for the first time ontered Rome, where the pope, tTohii XII (a son of Alberio), 
was compelled to crown him emperor.^* 


TlIR ILFPKttlAL COBONATION <002 A.D.) 

Ancient custom demanded that the pope should send the Homan senato, 
■i.e. the nobility of the city, and the citizens who bore arms to meet the king, 
Avlio was to receive the imperial crown, wliile he was encamped upon tho 
gardens of Nero under Monte Mario near the church of St. Peter, and to 

[1 Thoiisli it wovikt seoin thnt boiqo of theao efaimanta pi-eferred a loyal title to tho imperlfil 
one. Of. Otto I’s Arat Italian campftie».] 
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Qscorli liiiii baolc to ilie oity. Thia clologation, accordingly, fliarted oul lu 
pompous array -with crosses and fiagfl, dragon liojvclH, and loHy Htandards, 
acQoinpaiucfl by the corporaliona of tlio foroiguors in Romo, oach hailing the 
joyful occasion by joyful songs in its own laiiguago. ArisLocratio youths 
bolonging to the lirst families of the city, wolcomod tho hing at Monto Murio, 
kissed his foot, and then assialod him to niouiifc a liorso soiit by tho popo, upon 
whicli tlioy conducted liim, through crowds of pooplo, to tho steps loading to 
the outer court of St. Peter’s. 

Before this sat tho popo in full regalia, upon a golden throne surrounded 
on both sides by the olorgy. After tlio king had loft his horse and inouiUod 
the tliirty-fivo marble stops, tho popo arose, oltorod tho king his lips for a kiss, 
and oxtondod his right hand inhrothorly grooting. Tlioy thou passed through 
the brazen gates of tho spaoioiis outer court, which was culled the pariuliso 
of St. Peter, and proceeded towards tho niai)i donr — it avuh called the 
silver door — of the church. Boforo that wufl opened, however, tho king 
swore to tho pope that ho Jmd come with pui*o and upright inlentious as re- 
gnrcla the good of tho city and church, and promised him the donations given 
By the earlier omperorH. To tho sound of tho hymn, “ BJessod is ho Unit 
coinotli in tho name of tho Lord,” they thou outcrod tho festively decorated 
and brilliantly lighted ohurch, which had no equal in all the world, Tho 
king hurried to the tomb of Bt. Potor us soon ns lie onlorcd the chureli 
and foil on his kuoos to pray. Tho pope’s blcHsing and prayor concluded 
tho eoremony in the church. I'liia was followed by a festive hancpiot 
whioh tlia pope gave tho fuLuro emperor, who Ihou roLurnod iji tlio oven- 
iug to hU ciuup emtsido tho city. 

Thus was spent tho day of tho coroinonial reception} tho coronation itself 
did not iiiko place until tlio following Sunday. On that day tho people 
gatheiod in the streets at an early lioar; all tho Iiousos wore decorated with 
carpets and awnings; tlio whole tnly thovoby took on a festive apjioaranco, 
Everybody then luistijuod to Loo’s city, to St. Peter’s, wliero the king in a 
purple roiie and golden greavos awaited tho popo. I’ho popo uppoiirud in 
tho full regalia of liis highest priostly oflico. After the king luut thou put 
on clerical 'garinenis, lie was anointc(l ns a jiricst at tlio altar and iJiiis, as a 
moinbor of tho clerical order, received tho imperial crown and aword from 
tho hands of tho pope. 

Tho cluivoh ro-ccliood with tho loud congratulationH and tho joyful cries 
of tho crowd. As soon as thoso had Hubsided a lector read the document 
which the emperor had made out for tlio pope in rogai'd t(j the posscHsiouH of 
St. PoLer’s and the emperor with aploiulid gifts tliiiiilvcd lector's succuHser, 
wlio had adorned his head witli tho liigho.st crown in tho world. 

Witli such festivities King Borongar had been received in Romo and 
crowned emperor. Wo poaaoss no dotaila coueevning Otto’s raeoptieu and 
coronation; but tho proceedings could not have boon very different when ho 
entered lloiuo on the DXst of .fanuary, and on February 2n(l, 1)02, received 
tlio imperial crown from the pope in SU Potor’s j witli liini Adelhoid was 
anointed and crowJiod. 

Otto had iittaiiiod the aim of long yoara oE labour, 'flio liiglieat position 
in WQ.sLorn Christendom, the leadership of all the alatoH wliich hud gone out 
from the empire of Charlcmagiio, had booonio hia iiiul through him they 
became tlio posscssiony of the Gorman nation.® 

In 964 Otto I'otumod to Germany, and hold Whitauntide at (Jologne, 
where ho was attended by all the (Borman priuOGa, among whom appeared 
Lotliair of Franco. Peace and security reigned throughout tlio empire. 
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WA-llS tS ITALY AQAIKBT BYZAUTI^M 

^ OUo rovisited Italy (966 a.d.), where Adalbert, the son of BoreiiKar, had 
raiaecl aii insiirrQciioii in Lombardy; he Avas defeated on the Po by BiirJc- 
hard of Swabia. Pope Leo VIII was dead ; the new pope, Jolin XIII the 
omprors creature, who had been expeUed from Home by an adverse party 
had been reinstated by Pandolf, the valiant prince of Benevento, the last 
Lombard Avho preserved bia ancestral bravery and fidelity amid tlio vices of 
Italy. Otto’s first act, on his arrival in Rome, Avas tlie infliction of a severe 
chastisement on the refractory Romans; thirteen of the most distinguished 
citizens Avere hanged. A fresh and closer treaty Avag concluded between the 
Ginperor and the pope, to Avliose dominions the territory of Ravenna, which 
had been severed from them, Avas i-eatored, in return for Avhicli be solemnly 
placed the imperial diadem on the head of Otto II, au incident of rare occur- 
renco during the lifetime and in the jircBence of the father. 

All opposition to the irresistible power of the emperor had now ceased 
—■tho Avliole of upper and central Italy lay in silent submission at his feet. 
His first stop was tho imposition of a new form of government upon Lom¬ 
bardy. Ho replaced the great dukes, Avith the exception of his ally Pandolf, 
by numerous potty markgrafs, tho majority of whom Avere Gormans by birth, 
Ho also settled a considerable number of Germans in the different cities, and 
tliua created a party favourable to the imperial cause that counterpoised the 
robolUous spirit of tho Lombards and Romans. Pandolf of Benevento, sur- 
iianied Ironiiead, and tho petty duke, Gisulf of Salerno, whose imbecility 
rendered him ever inconstant to bis allies, defended the frontiers of upper 
and conti’al Italv against tho Greeks, avIio still retained possession of lower 
Italy, and tho Saracens, wlm had already settled in Sicily. Otto and his 
ompress, AdelUoid, visited PnndoU (968 A.d.) who entertained thein Avith 
groat magnificence. 

During liia rcsidonco at Bonevonto, Otto undertook the conquest of lower 
Italy. Bari, llio strongly fortified Grecian metropolis, offering a valiant 
and snccoHsfuI resistance, he had recourse to his favourite policy, and de- 
Bpatclied his confidant, Liutprand, the celebrated historian, to the court of 
Nicopliorus, the Grecian emperor, in order to demand tho hand of the beau¬ 
tiful princess Thoophaiio, daughter to Romanus tho late emporor, for his son 
Otto II, probably in the liopo of receiving Italy as her doAvry. His suit 
being oontemptuou.sly refused, Otto undertook a second campaign during 
llie folloAviiig year, and chose with great judgment his lino of march along 
tho Alps that separate loAver Italy into two parts, and thus command Apulia 
to tho oast and Calabria to the Avest. Having thus opened a path, he 
returned tho same Avay, leaving the conquest of the low country to Pandolf, 
Avho liaving the misfortune to be taken prisoner before Bovino, and to be 
sent to Constantinople, the Greeks, under tho patrician Eugenius, crossed 
tho frontier, laid Avaste tho country in the neighbourhood of Capua and 
Benevonto, and treated the inhabitants with great cruelty. OtLo, who was 
at that jnneturo in upper Italy, sent the grafs Gunther and Siegfried to 
oppose them ; a splendid victory Avas gained, and the viotors, animated by a 
.spirit of revenge, deprived the Greek prisoners of their right hands, noses, 
and oars. In 970, the Sicilian Saracens invaded the country, but Avere 
defeated at Cliiaramonte by Graf Gunthor. At this time, the emperor 
Joaimos, who after the assassination of Nicephorus had ascended the 
throne of Greece, restored i’andolf Irftihead to liberty, concluded peace 
witli OtLo, and consented to tbo allianco of Otto II with tho beautiful 
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Theophano, who was cacortecl from Conataiithioplo by tlio avcliblsliop (loro oT 
Cologne, Bruno’H successor, nt llio l»oad of a numerous body of retainers. 

Slio was I’CGoivccl in tho palace of PamlolC at BenovonLo by ilio cinporor 
and the youthful bridegroom. Her extraordinary beauty attniolod universal 
admiration. Tlio niamago ceremony was celebrated with groat niaguilleoneo 
at Romo (972 A.i).). This princess created an important oluiiigo in tho niau- 
nora of (Germany by tho introduction of Grecian cmstonis, wliioli gradually 
aproadhig downwards from tbo court, wlioro her induonoe was llrst foU, 
‘affected tbe general babit^i of tbe peuplo by tlie alteratioiia iiitrodiicefl in the 
monastic academies. Tbo Gorman court adopted much of the pomp and 
etiquoite of that of Greece. Tho number of rctaiiiors inoroased witli incroas- 
iiig luxury, aitd the plain manners of tbo tnie-licartod Gorman were 
oxohanged for tho finos.s6 and adulation of tho couriior, The eni])oror also 
adopted the Grecian title of “sacred majo.sty” (sacra majestas). I^ower 
Italy remained in the hands of tho Greeks.^/ 


aojri’AiusoN oi’ iiicnuy tiik ffowLian and otto wi'iui 
OrrAlthT'JMACJNK 

The feeling of liis unassailable position maybavo ebeored tlio oniporor on 
the journey to liis own palatinate and cliurch, at Momlebon on tl)o IJnsinit, 
wIkji’O the river, peaceful and calm on tho surface but llowing strongly in its 
dejjihs, winds its way out of tho valley tlirougli tlio noighbouring inounLaiiiH, 
which have still kept tho name they boro in tho days of iintiiputy. It is 
supposed to have boon au imoieut Germanic burial-piaco. llo arrived tliore 
ou tbo Gtb o£ May, 978. It Ivaa rUUor baow auppofted Uwvt lui wuue tivav<i 
with a foreboding of death. Rut death hovorod over him. On the 7lh lio 
still kept the liours for prayer, not without interruption for rest and Cor 
“ offering Ilia luuid to tho poor,” as the ohvoniclo hjwb. 

He seomod clioorful at table. Whilst ho was listening to tbo sinjriiig of the 
Gospel at vespers, be was .seized by lim liorror of dcalb. Ovoreuiiui by beat 
and weakness, he was placed on a scat, received tlio Coiumuniou, am'l diml 
williout any previous illness or death Htrugglo. 1’huH tlio nuui who might 
have been considered as tbo ruler of all tho wcslm-n world, unexpoetudly 
suffered the fate of mortals. Hio fullness of an iuoxhaiistiblo vigour aeeoni- 
paniod him to tbo end of bis life, wUoii it wa.s suddonly conquered. Ho 
was only sixiy-oiio years of ago when ho expired ; hm father laid died at 
about the same age, in the same place, after a most tictivo life. 

Let us, oven at tho danger of repetition, add a few remarks conueriiing 
tile po.sitiou in tho world of those two great men. 

I hey had boon iircccdod by Popin and Chai‘lc.s tbo Groat, likewi.so fatlioi' 
and son, tJirough whoso_ .sncoessioii and eo-oporatum the We.st roeoivod ii,.s 
clelimto lorm. That wldch tlio father bud plaiuiod, tlic son. carried out witli 
cii’oumspoct politics and tho fortune of arms; under bis long and iieacofid 
adininisti’iition tbo Western Empire was formed. 'I'lio rohition.s wore not 
quite the saino between Henry and Otto. Of Hnury aotlimg is to ho found 
from wliieli one can conclude that his plans were the foundations of bis son’s 
actron.s. But succeeding each other under altered circum.stance.s, they ol)- 
tainod tho greatest success. To them is duo tho fact that the Oarlovingiaii 
kingdom was sustained, h'ather and son worked together to banisli the mosb 
clangerous enemica by winch Germany was at any time attacked. ’I'lirougli 
Otto, Italy again became closely united with the ompiro, and we.steru Eranco 
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kupt in poacofnl rol.ition to it. The western world, its po^Yer and oivilisa- 
tion, dopouebd on the union of the throe great lands. 

For the consolidation of the empire the union of Charles the Great with 
the papacy was most osseiibial; the ecclesiastical and temporal interests co- 
opGvatod. Tlie churoh belonged to the Latin world; but it had a- lasting 
offoot on the (lormanic tribes. It united their religious views with the idea of 
tlio uposlolio mission of St. Peter, and with the traditions of antiquity. Thu.s 
Saxony, which Chiu’loa subjeoted with arms, waa organised as an ecclesiastical 
province j Bavaria was subjected by direct influence of the pope to the great 
kingdom which then became tlio empire—that 
is to any, the constitution of tho empire, em¬ 
bracing as it did LaUii oloraeiits, did not take 
idaco without tho iufliionoe of hliopope. Never¬ 
theless tho pjorsonal authority of a groat prince 
was necessary to keep all his provinces hi unity. 

yiiieo tlion, as bus been remarked, a con- 
sidorablo altoraiion took place. The oppo¬ 
sition doscoiidod from antiquity belwoon the 
priesthood and tho higher authorities had 
again broken out; tho priesthood had ac- 
(]uired a development and strength, with 
Avliioh tlie temporal power in the hands of 
the GiuloviugiauH could no longer interfere. 

Ill Gormany tlio luorarohical doctrines were 
also to tlio fore, and it might well have seemed 

K dlilo tbdt tho cHSQiico of the Gorman spirit 
huuii iilmi'had by thoni. But how was it 
to uHcapo this absorption ? Thoro can bo no 
doubt that it was owing cluofly to tho estab- 
lislimont of a princely liouso wiiich was essen¬ 
tially Gcrniaiiio and completely realised tho 
idea of temporal power. The empire wliich 
Uoiivy 1 conquered and Otto the Great raised 
to a magnifleont Htructuro, had a Germanic 
vein of prepondorating strength and keeu- 
miss; it gave back authority to temporal 
power — not alone tho supremo authority but 
also tho suboi'diiiato authority attending it, 
mid was joined by those bishops who wero 
fri^o from the po>YCV of tlm pope at Romo, ^ ^ c t 4 . i 

until lunv absolute. Had an unconditional subjection of the clergy taken 
place, this would have sliattorod the foundation of the empire.^ 

1 . ^ . 1_o__ or-nlPHifisiinfil TinlihGa 
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imporiiil aiul kingly 

alrovrCor'a juxtaposition of the two autliovities with a preponderance 

of the temporal. This was the principle of the Geimaii Erapu-e wlucli wa^ 

autonomicully raised by Henry and Otto on the foundation of the Carlo- 
viuKiau. The relationa of the European nations were reorganised by the 
ullillcaUon of Germany. In England and France they had not been so 

fovtumito as in Germany; the Ypil 

nationalitioa had even become altered iiudor tlioir influence, Xheylmd otliei 
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requirciiionta, othei- centi’os. TJio rising of Uio toinporal power in ilHoU 
ci’ceitod now foundations for Uiom. 

If Iho einpiro aapired to univereal authority, tiiis [ittoni))! would Imvo to 
bo givQJi up. A coniploto niillifiontioii of tho papal authovity would havo 
boon iinboarablo lo tlio Gommn Einpiro, ami tho noighboiU’ing nalionn woi'o 
far from being* cUspoaed to subjoot thomaolvoa to wiob a coutnU HUj)«riority 
as would thus hava arlaou. Awahonod natioiuvl fooling laid tlvc fouudalioim 
of ilu) (Torman Kmpiro, though religion wiw not without Rh ofFoot. lii tlio 
courao of tlio following oontury tho latter giiinod in iiitouHily. Rroin all 
ihoso causes roHuUod tlm ooiuplox oivilisation wlnoli wo oiill WoNturu (hiviati- 
anity; eiiuio tlioncoforward ohaotio forooa and toudoncioa prugroyaod towavda 
unification. Tho .state thus foundod liocmno tho basis for inodorn oivilisaLion.'^ 


'rin5 UNlfOllMBKION KVILS OR OTfO’a lU'noN 

liy far lliQ moat iniportaiit act of Otto’s ov(;ntfn] life was hin ussuniiilion 
of tho Lombard and tho imporial (n*(*\vnfl. Ilia HU< 5 COHHorH so ufiMulily fol¬ 
lowed Ilia oxamplo that tho sovoroiLni orownod at Aix-la-Ohapiillii rliiijiUKl us 
lua right to l)o uftorwiirda crowned in Aliliui an<l in Romm 'rjiiia grow np 
the iloly llouiau hhupiro, that slrango hUIo whicli, diroiTly domViuUng’ 
ilu’ougli tho empire of (Iharloa ilio (Jrcat from tho ompiro of tlm cmHiirH, oon- 
laincd so many oloiueuta foreign to ivneiont U(o. Wu art' hero wnuioriiod 
with it only in ho far a.s it affcoled (fcriuany. ({erinany ibtolf never until 
Ihcj ninotoonth oontury boouino an ompiro. It in true that at l('iiHt Lliu Holy 
Roman Einpii’owaH a.H a matter of fact ooidinod to (lermanyj but in ihoory 
it was Hoiuothing ([uito ilifferont, Liko Rramio, (■jormuny was a kingdom, 
but il differed from P'raneo ui Ihia, that iu king wuh also king in ilalY, and 
Roman onipuror. Ah tlio latter title made him nominally llio Hoe.ular ford of 
tlw world, It might have boon expected to exeite the pride of hla (hnmau 
ttvibjoeta*, WivX douhUesa, afUw a time, they did hmvu to Uuvdi highly of 
thcjiuHolvcH iiH iho iinpevial race. lUit tlio evidoneo l(mdn to hIiow (lult lit 
iirat they had no wish for tluH honour, and would have much profcrri'd had 
thou* ruler limitod hiuiKolf Hlrictly to hi.s own people. 'I'Ikm’C arc uigna that 
diU’ing Otto’H reign they begun to havo a diHtiiicl eoiiHeiouHnesH of mdiuniil 
liic), Ihciir iiHC of the word “doutseb,” In indk’uto tiio whole iieojdc, being one 
01 tUoHC Hymptoma. 

Lo tho oounoction of their kingdom with tho ompiro they owe the fact 
that for coiiturioH llusy went tlio intwt divided of European nutiouH. Ifnuuio 
was made up of a nninbor of loo.Holy connootod lands, each with its own 
lore, when (Tcrinany, under Otto, waa to a largo extent moved by a Mingle will, 
well orgiuiisud, and strong, Hut tlio attimtUm of tho J''reiu}]i kingn ^vaH eoii- 
contrated on tlioir imniodi.ato intevosta, and in course of time they breuglib 


thou- unruly vassals to order. 'L’lio German kinga, as omperovs, h.ul dulicH 
wliicli often took thoin away for long porioda from (lorinauy. T’Iuh alono 
would have shalcou their authority, for during their ab.souec, tlm great van 
sals HGizoil rights which it was aCterwarda didicull to reeover. M’lius tli 
iin])oi'iai crown was the most fatal gift lliat could have boon olTcrod to tli 
tTormaii kings; apparently giving thorn all things, it deprived thom iiearl’ 
ox ovoryihmg. And in doing this, it inflicted on many gonoratiouH inciilou 
fable and iieodlofts sufforiug. 

By tlio pelioy of hia lator years,"Otto did iniioh to jiroparo tho way fur 
the proceH.s of lUsmtogration which ho rouderod inovitablo by rei-toring tlu) 


1- 

U) 

10 

>y 

111- 






-- 


(ilAKT.lCJFAGNK AND Till] SCHOLARS 


(luiin llu'ialiuiii„ bj DIat'i) 
















OTTO THE GREAT AND HIS SUCCESSORS 


621 


[073-077 A.U.] 

oiupiro. With Uig kingdom divided into five great duchies, the Bovereign 
could always have nmintainod at least so much unity as King Henry 
Hoenrod; ajul as the experience of Otto liimaelf showed, there would have 
been chancQS of much greater centralisation. Yet he threw away this advan¬ 
tage. Otto gave up tlio praotice of retaining the duchies either in his own 
hands or in those of relatives. Evon Saxony, his native duchy, and the chief 
source of his strength, was given to Markgraf Billung, whose family long 
afterwards kept it. 

As a set-off to the powor of Llio princes — for the reigning immediate 
vassals of tlio crown ranked as princes — Otto, especially after he became 
(Jiiiperor and looked upon himself as the protector of the church, immensely 
iiiereiisod the importaiico of the prelates. The emperor’s idea was that, as 
ohuvoli lands and olTicos could not bo hereditary, their holders would neoes- 
sarily /avoiir tlui crown. Hiifc lie forgot that the church had a head beyond 
Govniauy, and that the passion for the rights of an order may be no leas 
intense than tliat for the rights of a family. While the empire was at peace 
witli tl»e pop(5s, tlio prelates of the church did strongly uphold it, and their 
iufiiuineo was unquustioimbly, on the wholo, much higher than that of rude 
Heonlnr noldcs. 

Hut with the oinpiro and tho papacy in conflict, they could not but abide, 
as a rule, by the aiiUiority which Imd tho most sacred claims to their loyalty. 
I'h'om all those oircnniHtanoos it curiously happened that tho sovereign who 
did more than any olhor to raiso tho royal power, was also tho sovereign 
who, more tliaii any other, wrought iu decay./ 


OrrO II (078-088 A.D.) 

()lLc) II was short in stature, but strong and muscular, and of an oxtremely 
ruddy eomnloxioii; his tomporamonk wna flory, but modifiocl by the refanod 
and learned cduoation lio had rccoivod, for which ho was indobtod to the care 
of Ids nioilior, Adolhoid; Ida wife, Thcopimno, also sympathised in his love 
of learning. Still, tho Italian blood that flowed in his veins estranged him 
Loo nuiuh from (Tormaiiy, and oxcitod in him so strong an inclination for tho 
Houth, tiuit it Imoatno as imposaiblo for his mind to ho completely absorbed 
by care for tho ompii'o as it was for his rough but honest German subjects to 
ado])t tho pomp and rdinomont of Idg court. 

Hwa1)ia, on tlio death of tho pious Ilodwig, was inhontcd by Otto, the 
sou of liUdolf, botwoon whom and Henry tho Wrangler, of Bavaria, the 
iiiuiiimt Ituid that Imd arisen on account of the extent of their frontiers 
])iitwii()ii thoir fathora was still carried on. Tho emperor decided the ques¬ 
tion in Otto’s favour andthoqnarrolaomollonry instantly attempted to 

the aiioicnt national hatred of tho Bavarians, and to 

revolt Ho also onterod into alliance with Boleslaw of Bohemia, but was 

anlld ..ami in lu« dosigns by Otlo, who throw him 

Bavaria on Otto of Swabia, and Oarmlhia on a grat, 

of Berthold, probably a Babonberger; this 

rovolLcd and was deposed, 974 a.b. Carinthia was consequently also be- 
olowo.l tipon Olto. l\i llm following year, PInroId, bng of Denmark, rad- 
(lonly invadoil Saxony, whoiiooho was 

lliiH uYOut, Henry escaped from prison, again ramod the standard ^ ’ 

ami ws joined 4 tim Hohomiana, Init again suffered defeat, and wasietaken 

priHoncr (977 A.D.)* 
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OTTO IN IsTlANOE AND ITALY 

Tn i)7S A.D. svav again l>i*oKo out in the VVosl, whoro OliiirlcH, tlio hroLlinv 
of Luthair, Icing of iiTanco, atlompled to gain iJoaaossioii of LoiTiiino, hut 
repulsed hy Olio, who julvsincocl as far us Paris, iiiul buniod thu siihurlw. 
Tlio uity, novortUoless, withstood his attack; and on his return homewards, 
being RLirpriacd hy the treaulioroua count of llcjinegau, lio was o()in])ell(5d to 
eomo to terms with Jus o])ponents; CluirUja was ponnittod to hold loAvor 
Lorraine in foe of the Gmi>U*o, and upper Lovraiuo was gniutod to Predevick, 
count of Par. 

()Uo,whoao niitiiral inolimition.sledhiin to Italy, wii.s speedily eallod iboro 
by tho affiiirs of tliat country. CroHccntiiiH (Ooiieiu.s) laid usurped the gov- 
orjinumt in homo, mid attomptod to revive tho inoinory of aneieiit times liy 
causing liiinself to ho oroatod ooiisiil. The pope, lieiiediot Vlf, was asNiis- 
siimlod hy his orders, and replaced liy a orouturo of Ids own, lloniruoiiis VII, 
in ujiposition to whom tho Timeaii unporiulists raised Ilenodiet VUT to the 
papal clmir. Otto’s presence in Jtome A.m") quickly restored order. 
Creseontius was pavdoned. <)tU) was visited during his slay in llomi^ hy 
Hugh (^apet, Jjotlmir’s soorot competitor for the ilirono of j^’ranee, whoso 
olaim wa.s oouulouamKMl Iiy tho ouiperor, on uiuiounl of the iugratiUide di.s- 
])Iayod hy tho Fi’(!Uidi monareli for tho services formerly reiidej'od to ins 
aiioostor.s hy the imperial liouso of Saxony. 

Lowur Uidy next engaged tlio altontioii of tho (uniieror, who iitlomplod 
to take foroihlo possession of his wife’s portion. 'I'lie (iroiiks, until now 
uneoasingly at war with the Arabs, iiisUintly united with tliem ugaiimt ihoir 
eoniinoii olioniy. Naples and 'rarauto wer<j taken hy Otto, and the allies 
wovo defeaUid near Cotroua (OBI Abwl Kamm, tl\e levvivv el’ ItAvev 

Itivly, and mimhovs of tho Arabs, wove left on tho held of battle, 'riui fol¬ 
lowing (Munpaigu proved disastrous to the oinporor, who, whilst engaged in a 
eonfliet mih ilie (Iroolw on tho sonshoro mniv Pasanicdlo, not fai“ Crmu 
'raranto, was suddenly attacked in the roar hy tlio Avnhs, and so eom- 
jiloioly routed Lliat lie was eompolled to (ly for his hlo, aiul owed his esoapo 
oiiiiroly to tho rapidity of his horso. When wandoring along (lie slioro in 
momentary oxpeoiaiion of being ouiitured by Urn enemy, he e.iuglit sight of 
a (Ireoian vessel, towards which lie swam on horsehaclc, in (ho Itope of not 
being I'oeogiiiHod by tboso onboard, llo wus taken up. A slave recognised 
JiUn, bulf instead of betraying liim passed him off as one of (he einperoj‘’H 
ohamborlaliis. Tho fhTeks made for Hossano with the intention of taking 
on board the treasures of llie prolondod cliainberlain, who, the instant the 
vessel apprniudiod the sboro, middciily leaped into the Koa and escaped. 

Lower Italy reiuainod in the Jmnds of tho Clrooks, and was govorned hy 
an Gxareli, The Arabians also rotained pOHsessiou of Sicily. 


QUELLING OE THE HI.AVS 

Misiovoi, tho valiant priiioo of tho Abodriti, favoured tlm (diristiun 
religion, followed the luinnor of Otto IX, and sorved under him in liidy; on 
his return to his native country, lio sued for tho hand of Meehtihlis, the 
sister of Lornluird of Saxony, and on being insuliod by the jealous Dietrich, 
who oallod him a dog and unworthy of a Oliristhm or of a (Jermaii Inddo, 
replied: “ If wo Slavs bo dogs, wo wi^ll prove to you that wo oan bile. ” U’lie 
])iigan -Slavs, who wero ovor rijio for revolt, oboyod lag call the more readily, 
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on (uicouiit of llio death q£ Dilmai-, who with many otliei’ of tlieii' tyrannical 
nilei'S had fallen in the Italian war. An oath of eternal enmity against the 
Gormans and the prioats was takoji before their idol, Eadegast, and suddenly 
rising in open rohellion, they assassinated all who fell into their hands 
(983 razed all the churches to the ground, and completely destroyed 

thu cities of Hamburg and Oldenburg, besides tlioae of Brandenburff and 
llavellnu’g’. ° 

Tlie lands of Dietrioli became one scene of desolation. Sixty priests were 
flayed alive. Tlio rebels were, nevertheless, completely beaten by Dietrich 
and Eiddag in a piitohed battle near Tangermunde. Tim emperoi\ however, 
more just than his father had been, deprived the cruel Dietrich of his gov¬ 
ernment, and bestowed it on Hodo. lliddag and his cousin, the above- 
moniioned graf Dedo, remained in Meissen, whence Eiddag was afterwards 
expelled by the Boheinitaiis, It was regained by Jiis cousin, and suceebsor, 
fbu bi-avo Jilckliiu’t, whose exploits were equalled by those of Bernliavd Bil- 
lung, who liad roturnod from Italy in order to oppose the Abodriti on the 
western frontier. Tlio obstinacy with which the Slavs, notwithstanding 
ibe terrible dofoats, still held out, is proved by the fact of Brandenburg hav¬ 
ing boon first rotakou in 1)94. 

The poaoeable conversion of the Bohemians and Poles chiefly contributed 
to the gradual but ooinploto eubjection of the Slavs on the frontiers. The 
indopondonco of Boheinia and Iceland was only possible so long as the power¬ 
ful yiavonio pagan states existed to their rear. Tliis support was now lost. 
Poland was already Cliriatianised, and the bishop of Prague, Adalbert, was 
a oolobrniGcl Bohemian saint. It was also about this period that Chnstianity 
toolc firm footing in Denmark, although not without fierce struggles. 

Groat changes took place also at this period in Prance. Lothair died 
(986 A.T).)i and in tho following year his only son, Louis V. Clmrlea of 
Jjoi'raino, Loihair’.s broUior, aspired to the throne, but was excluded by the 
Gapotian party. 'Iho dise.steom in winch ho was lield on account of his 
lieoniious habits, and the refusal of assistance from Germany, whore the em¬ 
peror, dissati.sfiod with tlio conduct of Lothair, no longer favoured tho Carlo- 
vingiaiis, roiidcrod him defenceless} he foil into the hands of his rival, Hugh 
Oapel, and died in prison (993 a.d.). His son Otto, the last of the Carlo- 
viiigian race, died, neglected and despiised (1004 a.d.). 


orro III (M3-1002 a.d.) 

Tho deatli of Otto 11, which was occasioned by tho hardships he had 
undoi’gono at Basantcllo, toolc place in Italy (983 a.d.). His son Otto III, 
a child ilireo years of age, was named ns his successor, under the joint guar- 
diansliip of Tlicophano and AdolUcid, who gave him such a learned educa¬ 
tion tliat ho received tho appellation of the Wunderhindy on account of tho 
prooooity of Ilia intellect. 

Henry tho Wranglor, who aspired to the throne, and seized the person of 
tlio young inonarcli, had already, by his conduct, estranged from himself his 
cnniitryniGn tho Saxons; tho memory of the oruelties practised by Ins fatlier 
also rondorod him unpopular in Bavaria, and lie was speedily reduced to sub- 
niigsion by tho Franconian party, at whoso head stood Willigis, the learned 
archbishop of Mainz. He was the son of a wheelwright, and adopted a 
whool for tlio arms of tho arohbishoprioi with tlicse words, “ Wilhgis, Willi- 
gis, roinombor thy origin.” Next in rank to tUia spiritual head of the empire 
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stood Conrad, diiko of Fninconift and Swabia, mul Iloiivy, tliilco of Huvam. 
rreiuy tlio Wruiigloi' waa compollod to dolivor uj) Che oinpei’or, and to Liiko 
iho oath of allegianeo to him, in conaidortition of whieli lie was restoi-ed 
to ilio dukedom of Havaria, on tho death of Henry Minor, 'riio niora of 
Analria was granted to Leopold I, grandson to Adiilhort of Ihilionborg, whom 
Ilafcto had ])oti’ayod. "J'hLs bravo inarkgraf displayed so nuieli aoLivity that 
in 08B ho had driven tho Hungarians from tho JCtns, taken tlioir royal (jasth^ 
of iMullc, and compellod thoiu to keep witliiii the Unuts of modorn lliingaiy. 
Idieir king Goisa followed tho oxainxdo of tho Hovoroigns of Iloliemia timl 
Poland, and rcG(jived baxjtism from tho hands of Pilgorlu, l)isliop of Passaii; 
ho also Houglit to relations with Llio (leniuinie Empire; 

Christianity, novortholess, first bocaiuo tlio national religion during the reign 
of Ilia son, St. Stephen, who asoondod the tlirono in 01)7 a.d., and died in 
1038 A.i). This monarch married (Hsola, tho daughter of Henry tho 
Wrangler, a union that strongtlionod liis ullianco witli (rormaiiy. fjoexiold 
planted minierous German oolouistn in lowor Austria, the eountry rogainud 
hy him fvom tho lUingariaus, whioh wan vinilod hy fveslv mirtnlonarios, wlm 
thoro loft iinporisliablo records of l-heir /(ml. 

Tho Hcoplro of Germany was no soonor again hold l>y a ctliild. Hum tlie 
clergy and tiie groat va-nsals of tho onixiiro sought to regjun tho xjower of 
wliieh they had boon doxn’ived during tho xinnmding reigns, 'i'lio yonilifiil 
ompoL’or, guidod hy his mothor and gnmdiuollior, who greatly favoured the 
cloi’gyi be.stowod upon thorn rmh lands and honofices. I’oaeo was ciortaiiily 
maintfvipGd througliout tho omi>iro, tho dukes (mntenting Llumiselvos ^\’ilh 
oonlirniing tlioir power in the interior of tho state, niinpposed b^y Mio oin- 
poror. Wav was, howevor, still carried on, on tlio ,SlnYoni(i frontaor, wliore 
Ctlowas oecusioually allowed to a}ipoivr in porsou, in order that hu might 
Imvo opportunity by deoda of valour to gain liis spurs. 


OTTO HE MAKKS AND UNMA.KWH I’OVKS 

Tlicoidmiio and Adellioid, whoso tlioughls wove over dirootod towards 
Italy, their nativo land, had not boon idle in their ondoavours to rouse tho lun- 
bition of Urn youtlifiil Otto, wlio, on attaining liis majority, aspired to Hie 
aovorcignty of that oouiiiry, whore after tlio death of Otto H the Italian 
party again ro.so in opxjositimi to that of Hio oinxiuror, Croscumtius, who 
had usurped imliinitud x>owor in Homo, (uiusod tho impe, John XIV, to lie 
assiissinatod, iviul oxpollod his successor, John XV, who convoked an extraor¬ 
dinary eounoil at Hlioiins (91)6 a.d.). 

'rii(3 Geniiuii bislioiw and the polio, onragod at Ihi.s conduct, uniiniinouHly 
condoiunecl him at Hio council at Ulioiins, audlm wuscoinxielludin yield. 'J'lm 
}) 0 ])G expired during tho following year, and tho ciiixieror mareliod into Italy 
for the xuii'i^oao of rogulaling tho affairs of the chuiadi. Gvesecntlns was 
speedily uvorcoiuo and xiardouod. Otto, fired by youHiful cnHiiisiiism, im¬ 
agined ijliat tlu) futuro hax)l>inc8H of Hio world was to be secured by a elosoj' 
union of Llio iiuporial with thoxiaxial power, and with Ids own luuul, altlimigli 
hiinsolf sciu’ooly out of his boyhood, xdacod tho liam on tho lujad of Hriino, 
tho son of Otto of Oariiitlua, who was thou in his foiuMuid-twoiiiieth year, 
and who iGecivod the nanu} of Gregory V. 

Scai'coly Imd iho omp(jror quitted Homo, than Crosoontius again raised 
Hio hnnnor of insurroction, inflainoi^ all tho dark and /ioiullilco iiasoions of 
tho Hoiimn xiopulaco, already indignant at tho assumpHoii of tlio tiara 
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by n strangor, and olQotgd anotlier Ilaliau wretcli, John XVL none The 
oinporor insianily returned, and re-entering Rome, where his preLnco alone 
sulhoed to calm tlio uproar, caused the protonder to the popedom to be de- 
pi'ivQd ol sight, and to be led tlirough the city mounted^onan ass Cres- 

rOOS^A T1 Mmself into the Engelburg, wag executed 

(JJ8 A.I).). rho well-founded hopes of the German party were, however 

wlvn* 1 ? fi'uatrated by Italian wiles, and it is only left for us to imagine 

7? }’T beco»ne, had these two noble-minded youths been 

cnti listed for a longor period with her toniporal 
and spiritual welfare. 

The Popo,_ Gregory Y, expired suddenly in 
999 A.D. His death was, witli groat justice, 
ascribed to jioisoii, Gerberb became his succes- 
aor, undor the name of Silvoator II. Hig deep 
aoionco and learning caused Idm to be generally 
regarded as a wizard. 

'I’lio death of Gregory, the friend of his youth, 
caused a deep dojcctiou to proy upon the mind of 
tlio Qinporor, wluoli wns also worked upon by the 
oxhovtiiLions of two Italian enthusiasts, the saints 
lloniwald and Nilus, who gained great power 
over him, and who, being the fellow-countiy- 
nion of CrosGontius, I'efDi'oved him most particu¬ 
larly for lUo boYority with wlucli he had treated 
tliat traitor, which severity they denounced as 
a oriino. 

'I'Ue euvperov wan o,t length iudweed to do 
poiumno for fourlcon days in a cavern sacred to 
tho aroliangol Michael, on the Monte Gargano, 
in Apulia, and to porform a pilgrimage to tho 
bones of >St. Adalberb at Gnesen, in Poland. He 
novGi’lholes.s reappeared hero in his character as 
oinpoi’or, by nioro strongly oemonling tho ami¬ 
cable rohiLiona that already subsisted between 
Oormany and Poland. lie bestowed tho title 
of king on Uoleslaw Chrobry, tho son of Miseko 
and tlio Boliouiian Dhobrowa.«i 

OUo noted in regard to tho Hungarians in 
precisely tho same way that his brother-in-law had shortly before this 
ilone at Constantinople with regard to the Russians. We perceive that 
tho liouHO of the Porph^nugcniti, to whicli Otto belonged on his mother’s 
side, appears closely connected with the spread of Christianity, both 
towards tlio east from Constantinople and in the Western Empire from 
Rome. It was fated that one kingdom should unite itself with eastern, 
and that the otlior sliould unite itself with western Christendom. Both were 
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in tho hands of the purplo-born (Porphyrogeiiiti) family, and a fresli division 
between tho Eastern and the Western, empires on tho old lines resulted, as 
the Byzantines extended their influeuce neither to Hungary nor to Poland, 
but loft both these countries to the Western imperium. 

The noteworthy event of this epoch is the clironological coincidence of 
the conversion of the Plungarinns, Russians, and Poles to Christianity. 
Bui the personality that welds the wliolo ipaas together is still that of the 
young omporor.^ 

JI. W,— VOT,. YII. 2fl 
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On a visit to Aaclion, Otto canaod tlio toiub of Ohaiiomaf,nio to bo opeiioil. 
'Vhal monavch was tUsoovoroil acsitod on bin tlirono. On Otto’s rotnrii to 
Homo, he announoGd his iutontion of making lior the capital of tlio nioclorn, 
as sho had boon that of tho anciont world, Imt tho llonuiiis woi'o inoapablo 
citlior of coniprohoiuliiig his grand projocts or of pci'coivuig tlio advanta^o 
that must havo acoruod to thorn Jiiid tlioir city once inoro booonm an iinporial 
residonco. Tho Honsoloss and brutal popiiliico iigain roso in open insurvoc- 
lioii. On 0110 oocasioii Otto, addrossing them from a tower, upbraided them 
for tlioir folly, and iiidncod thorn to disiicrsc. ITis death, wbioli took plaoo 
ill 1002, was ascribed to poison, but was more probably cauHod by .smallpox. 
Jii the following year, Pope Silvo.stcr also expired, and with liiin I'very liop (5 
that had been raised for tho reformation of the clmreli, wliieli again fell under 
Italian hdlueuco.^l 

I'lio rGiiiGinbraiioo of a young cnniieror with no wonderful a houho of phan¬ 
tasy, and with so sad a fate, could not (easily di.saiipoar from nul, Iho worlil. 
Poetic talcB grow uii out of Otto’s oarly grave mid prosiawed liis meiiioi'y 
miioiig the people longer than tho Hober accounts of liistory. It was related 
that Otto mot his death through a botrayal of lovo; tliis glowing linarl, so sen- 
sitivo to friendship, could not bo conceived of as unlouobeil by the magic of 
InvQ, Stophauia, a beautiful Imt proud and lioartless Homan lady, thcwiilowof 
Cro.scontuiH—rmiH tlio most widespread tradition—eiicliaimul llio emperor 
by her charms and, when lio laid wholly given liimself up to lier, poisoned 
him, in order to avenge the deutli of lior husband, 'rhero is a dm’i) truth 
in this tale, Imt it was not a danglitov of Homo but Kome bor.solf wJio, witli 
her iiuncrishablo charms, enchained, betrayed, and Irillod tlio yoiitli wlio liiid 
boon adorned with the iiinioriul crown.^J 


inCNltY (II) Tin? SAINT (1002-1021 A.l>.) 

Otto dying oluldlo.ss, the succoHsion to tho throne was again disjnUcd. 
IToury of Pavaria, the .son of Ifonvy the Wningler, (’liunu'd it us the ncai'cst 
of kill, ami was supported by the clergy on ueeount of his piety and liis 
inuuiliconeo towards tho olnirch. ifonry’s party was tionsidorably stvongtli- 
ened by tho adlioronco of VVilligis, tho pious aroiihisliop of l\laiii'/-. JCckliai’L, 
Ins most dangerous opiioiiont, lost his lifo before bo ooidd earry his projeelH 
into execution. Henry Uioroupon repaired to Aiichoii, whore lie was crowned. 
Tho inarkgraf TIenry of Mcliwoiiifurt donmndod immodialely arier tlio coro¬ 
nation of iho engienir tho dukedom of Ibwaria, which had liecomu viieant liy 
Henry’s accession to the throno and which was also u-spirod to ]>y bruno, tho 
ompovar’s hrotlier. both ooiujiotitova met with a rofusal from lleury, who 
bestowed liavariii upon liis hrotlior-iii-hiw Henry, eoniit of buxuiuburg, 
upon which Uio two rivals onlorod upon a oouspiriusy ugaiust him with 
boleslaw II of bohemia, who hud not inhoriiod tho jieacoablo dispesilion of 
his fatlior. They wore dofuatod by iho omporor near (Jrousseii (^1006 A.n,) 
and ]>ardoncd, 

AlTairs ahso wore a diiforoiil uspoot in Uio blast; boleslaw (llirobry of 
Poland, a groat conqnoror, reduced Kioft in Russia honoath liis ride. lu 
bohemia, boleslaw bad broken his oath of uUegianeo to the onipiro. 'I'ho 
anoient race of Craoiis had dogonci'atod. A rival race, that of the Wrsso- 
wo/,, was at tho head of tho duinocralin and pagan party, hut could moroly 
offer a weak opposition, by dint potty stratugoius, to tho move powerful 
Oliristian jiarty. At length tho nsBnasinatioii of one of Idio Wrssowey-, by the 
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order of Boloslaw, oooaaionecl tlie formatioa of a conspiracy against himj 
Boloslaw was onticGd into Poland^ wliovo ho fell into the hands of the en¬ 
raged Wraaowoz, who deprived him of sight, and placed Bohemia, Moravia, 
and Silesia iji the hands of Boloslaw of Poland. A great reaction ensued. 
Boleslaw, at the head of the uniled Poles and Bohemians, invaded the Lausitz 
and Meissen. 

After several severe eanipaigns, the emperor at length succeeded in sepa¬ 
rating Bohemia from Poland, and in placing Udalrich or Ulrich, the hrobher 
of the blind Boleslaw, on the tliroiie of that dulcedom. Udalrich was faith¬ 
less and iyriuinical. In order the more firmly io secure the possession of tlie 
crown, ho deprived his second brother, Jaromir, of sight. Boleslaw of Poland 
attempted to win him over, and sent liis aon, Mieezyalaw, to negotiate with 
liim. Udalrich delivered him up to the emperor, who instantly restored him 
to liberty. The wav, noverthcless, was still carried on. The emperor suf¬ 
fered a defeat (1015 A.D.), probably on the Bober, the half of his army tiiat 
had crossed the stream being suddenly attacked by the enemy. Mieezyalaw, 
inspirited by this success, attacked Meissen; the castle was set on fire, hut 
the conflagration was extinguished by the women, who poured mead on tho 
spreading flames. The emperor afterwards undertook a fresh expedition 
into Silosia, whoro ho laid siego to the city of Nimptsoh, but without success. 
Pcaco was Aually concluded with Poland at Bautzen (1018 

During tho first years of tho Polish war, the seizure of Valenciennes by 
Baldwin IV, count of Planders, also called the arms of Henry into Lor¬ 
raine } nor could tho Gorman plume himself on tho success of his expedition 
in that quarter. Baldwin, indeed, was reduced to nominal submission; but 
he obtained from Henry not only the county of Valenciennes, but also the 
ishiiid of Walolioren, and a oonaiderable portion of Zealand. 


henry’s policy 

Homy did Jiot pursue the irroalisablo imperial policy of the Ottos. 
Althougfx ho went down to Italy several times and was crowned king at 
Ihivia (1005 a.d.) and emperor at Rome (1013 a.d.), his interests were 
plainly German, and the Italian affairs were no longer uppermost. Germany 
and not Home was his homo, and in these narrower limits, his policy, a 
national rather than imperial one, was successful. Raised to the throne 
witlioub the advantage of direct descent from the great Otto, he tried a new 
device for subjecting the magnates of tho realm, to whose favour he owed tlio 
crown. By the help of Councils of tho church and Assemblies or Diets he 
attempted to Icoep his roaliii in hand. Though he was a good friend of the 
clergy he was not their tool as has been often charged. He used them as 
Otto I had done, to ho tho instruments of his temporal rule, and by his 
oncoxu'agomonfc of the monasfcio relorma of Chewy, he ae well aa the people 
reaped many bonofits. 

Tho assemblies that mot at his call to discuss the business of state are 
now looked back to as the iirsl Reiohstags, and his reign is in a sense the 
starting-point for something approaching a constitutional organisation of 

Germany.« , , i. i 

I'leiu'y was, in 1016, enriched by the donation of another kingdoni. 
Rudolf III, king of Burgundy, having no children, resolved to secure his 
dominions to the emperor, his nephew; wxd in spite of the remonstrances of 
his subjects, who claimod the right of electing their sovereign, surrendered 
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Ills crown Lo Henry, reserving io liimaoU for his life tiie title of king, but 
submiUiiig to liold tluit titlo ns a vassal of tho emjhvo. lliidolf Biirvivccl 
this Bossioii sixteen years, and died in 1032, having l)y liis will ratified tlio 
doimtioii to the roigning omporor.ff 

Henry was extremely devout, and was coiiHoquoiitly idoUaed by the 
olergy. Ho lu3kl live oounoils iji Gorniauy, imi)rovod and corrected ecclo- 
siaabioal discipline, rebuilt tho clmrohoa that luul boon destroyed by the 
Slava, and raised a magnificont monument to his own inomory by tlio foun¬ 
dation of the bislioprio of Jhunborg, which ho ciiricliod at tho oxpoiiHo of the 
neighbouring landowners, among whom was tho bishop of Wiir/Aiiirg, who 
obstiiiaicly resisted liis iiiiiovationH until appousod by numerous gilts. I'Ikj 
pope, Ilonodiut VIII, visited Ramborg in 1020 A.l). for tho ])iirposo of conse¬ 
crating tho new csLabHahmont. 'Phe empress Kunigundo wjis equally pious. 
The imperial pair had mutually taken tho vow of chastity, and romainod 
ohildloas. Kunignndo’s virtue, however, did not cscaj)n slandor, and slic 
voluntarily undorweiit tho ordeal by rir(j, and “walked unliarnuHl ovnr glow¬ 
ing iron.” Henry, when on his deatli-bcd, named as his sueenssor Griif 
Conrad, tho Eranooiuaii duko, on account of his being tho ablest doHOoudanl' 
of tho most powerful race that romainod in Oonuany after Uu; cxtliKstion of 
that of tho Ottos, thus repaying, with o<j[iuvl magnanimity, the goiiorous con¬ 
duct of Conrad J, when dying, towards tho houso of Saxony. Ho oxi)irod 
in 102d A.l), and was interred at Ihiinhorg.*^ 


lilCLATION OF ITAfA' TO 'I’lIlC IfiMPfltlC AT DTCATJT OJi' IIICNKY IT 

At th(j death of Otto HI without ohihlron, in 1002, Iho oomj^act hoLwoen 
Italy and llio omporors of tho house of Saxony was detoriniuod. llor 
ongagoincnt of fideUiy wa.s certainly not appUoahlo lo every sovereign 
whom iho princes of GorJnany might raise lo their tlirone. Aecordiiigly 
Avvhnu, marquw of Ivren, eleotod king of Ua\y. Hut u (loYmnu party 
existed among tlio Lombard ]>riiiceH mul bisliops, to whieli Jus insolent 
demeanour soon gave a pretext for inviting Henry II, iho now king of 
(torinany eollatcvally vohiied lo their htto sovereign. Ardoiu was desurtod 
by most of tho Italians, but retained Iiia former subjects in Jhedmont, and 
disputed tlio crown for many yeans witli Henry, wlio passed very litllo time 
in Italy. During tliis period tlioro was hardly any recognised government J 
and tlio Lombards became more and move aceustomod, tlirougli noe.o.ssity, to 
protect UioinsolvoH and to provide for their own internal jiolicc. 

Meanwliilo tho (Tcrman nation had become odious tn iho ItaliiuiH. A'ho 
rude aoUliery, insolent and addiclcd lo iutoxieatieu, were engaged in fre¬ 
quent dispulos with the citizons, wherein tho latter, as is usual in similnv 
eases, were exposed first to the siiminaiy vengoauoo of tho troopfi and afl.er- 
warda to penal cliasLisomont for sedition. In one of tlioso tunuills, al. the 
entry of Henry II in 1004, tlio city of Ravia was hiirncd to the ground, 
which inspired its inhabitants with a constant animosity against that em¬ 
peror. Upon hi.s dcatli in 1024, the Unlians were disposed to break ouoo 
more their uonncction with (Icrmany, -whioU ha<l olceted as sovereign (Con¬ 
rad, dulce of Franconia. Tlioy offered their crown lo Roliert, king of Ji'ranuo, 
and to Guillanine, duke of Uuionno; but neitbor of them was iinpriulciit 
enough to involve liimaolf in tho diffleuli and faithlnsa polities of Italy. It 
may surpriso us that no candidate appeared from among her native prineos. 
but it liad boon tho doxlcrous policy of Uio Ottos lo weaken the groat Italian 
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fiefs, whieli were sLill I'fl-thei' coiisicleyed as liei?editaYy governro exits, than as 
absolute patrimoiuea, by separating districts from their jurisdiction, under 
inferior in.arctuisea and rural counts. 

The bishops ivero incapable of becoming competitors, and generally 
atiaohed to the German party. The cities already possessed material influ¬ 
ence, but were disunited by mutual jealousies. Since ancient prejudices, 
Uiorofore, precluded a federate league of independent principalities and 
republics for which perhaps the actual condition of Italy unfitted her, Heri- 
bort, arclibialiop of Milan, accompanied by some other chief men of Lom¬ 
bardy, repaired to Constanoo, and tended the crown to Conrad, which he 
was ttlroady disposed to claim as a sort of dependency upon Germany. It 
(loos nob appear that eithor Conrad or hia successors were ever regularly 
olooicd to reign over Italy j but whether this ceremony took place or not, 
wo may certainly date from that time the subjection of Italy to the Ger¬ 
manic body. It became an unquestionable maxim that the votes of a few 
Gorman princes conferred a right to the sovereignty of a country which had 
never been oonqiiered, and which had never formally recognised this supe¬ 
riority. 13ut it was an equally funthimental rule that the elected king of 
Gormany could not assume the title of Roman emperor, until his coronation 
by the pope. The middle appellation of King of the Romans was invented 
ns a sorb of approximation to tho imperial dignity. But it was not till tho 
veign of Maximilian that tho actual coronation at Rome was cUspensed with, 
and tho title of omperov Ukeu imiuediatoly after tho election.^ 





CIIAPTKR IK 

THK FRANCONIAN", OH 8AUAN, DYNAS'lT 
Lioai-iiar) a.i>o 

Foil tlio opodi of Ilonry Tl wo liavo pi’osorvod to m Miu work of BiHliop 
Tlueimai’i* of MorHoburg, wliich, Htaiiing from loeul imd pornontil i)oiiitH of 
viow and showing tho wvilor’a ninviivoring loyally (.o tlio king, to whom Uio 
bisliop owed his position, at onuo diwdoHOH and oluoidiiUm in a vurioLy of 
ooinnuinioalionH tlio coiidiliona obtaining in tho inUn-ior of (hii'iiiiiny. 
Altliongh not nnbiaHS{Ml whore tho Icing in coiuan'ood, it is yoL invalniil)l(' 
in mspoot of tho dotails it affords j tho intornul comlitions of tlio ompiro iiru 
oloarly imvppod out Ijuforo our oyos. On tho oUior Imud, Iho iondonoios 
whioh oluii'aotoriso tho iin])orhiin of Ilonry IF aro moro or loss ohsmirod 
fvoin vi(5W. Tho bishop, wlio must bo regarded as a eoutomporavy ohroiii- 
clor, was already dojid when they had talcon dofiinUi shape. 

On tlio other hand, Wipo,« tho biograplior of Oonrad II with whom tho 
lino of tho Saliana oaiinnciHJOs, startod ouUroly from tho standpoint of tho 
impoi’hiin. Ho wrote a biography of Conrad after hi.s death for (Im iiistruo- 
tion and (Klilioaiioii of Ids son and suoooHsor, 1 luiiry HI. 'Dio nspimtions of 
tho Salic house in tlio dirootion of world-wido power ooenpy Iho (ddof place 
ill hi.s work. The dovolvomont of the imporinm upon tho Salio hou.se was 
an ovoiit of groat imimrtanco botli in (Toniuui and iimvorsul limtory. Yet 
Ihoro is nothing so very unoxpocLod and extraordinary in the olovation of 
Oonrad II. 

Tho Saliaiis vepi'OHoiifc ono of tho paidios that had oneo, under Otto the 
Groat, riaoii np against him from tho very lap of his own family. I'lmy are 
doseoiidcd, as we have already montionod, from tho marriage of ono of Otto’s 
(laughtors with tho horoio (Jonrad tlio Hod, tlio greatest wavrioi of those [lines. 
Ilia son Otto, count in Wornisgiui, roooived Oarinthia, an apjmimgo of Bava¬ 
ria, in liof. lie is the Cathor of llriino, Avliom Otto III raisud to the ]iapal 
800 , as also of Conrad, who on his fathoFs death Huecoodod to tlio dukoilom 
of Gariuthiii, This Conrad was inarriod to Matildo, a dauglitor <if Ilor- 
luaiin of Swahia. Of thoir union ft son was born, known undur tho iiamo of 
Conrad tho Younger. 
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Duke Conrad, fiither of tlie younger Conrad, had kad aji elder brother 
iiainod 1-Ienry, who posaeBsed a count’s fief in Franconia. This Henry — 
who was ihoroforo to be oonaidered the chief representative of the author¬ 
ity of that house, and who, had ho not died before his fatlicr, would liave 
iidicntod the dukedom—-had married Adcllieid, a sister of the powerful 
Alsatian count of the bouse of Egislieim. The issue of this marriage was 
Oonnid IT, to whom accordingly descended by right of inheritance the 
claims of the Conrad dynasty. The right of succession of the elder Conrad 
can hardly bo questioned. For the prerogative of elder lines must be 
upliold, if wo will do ]uaticQ to the constant clmage of families upon the 
throne. 

After tlie docoaso of Henry 11, it was evident to every friend of Germany 
iliat the unity of the nation must be cemented without delay if all that had 
been founded by Conrad I and Henry I was not to come wholly to naught. 
TIio princes and tlio higher riiiiks of nobles would perhaps have been well 
content to see the empiro break up into its old condition of disintegration j 
tlio clergy, on the other hand, liad nothing to gain by such a turn of fortune, 
and they consoquontly laboured with the utmost zeal for the appointment of 
a capable head to the empire. As matters stood the king could only be 
nominated by election, and on this occasion the election had to be held with 
more freodom and more solemnity than usual, because the choice was not 
iimiled to tlio ohildi'eii or descendants of a deceased monarch. In the early 
days of the vacancy uo candidates for the highest office of the state presented 
thoinsolvGS, and tho question on whom to bestow tlie crown was therefore 
long debuted ainongat tho princes, higher nobilitv, and bishops. 

They finally resolved to call a solemn assembly of the peojile, and there 
to lot tho public opinion of the nation decide upon Henry’s successor. It 



this reason eacli party tried to use tlio expedient of a national assembly foi* the 
fiu'Lhoranco of its own partioulai* object. But to all appearance the pubiio 
opinion of tho nation occupied the poaiUevr of arbitrator between the various 
T)artio.y, and as sucli oxeroisod a etronger influence upon the election tiian 
might have been expooted in viow of the condition of the empire at the time. 

Of course, except for tho bishops and clergy this national assembly 
oiitiroly composed of the greater and leaser nobles and their followers, for 
tho towns had not yet arrived at sucli a height of prosperity as to olaiin 
dii’(!ct particiimtiou in tho affairs of tho empire. And, equally of course, the 
subordiiuito bonclmaii had no opinion to give, only the gentry being quah- 
iioil to vote. IIoiico the los.ser nobility as a body represented the public 
opinion of tho nation, in contradistinction to tlie sovereign princes; and it 
was they who wore permitted to wield so great an inihience m state affairs 
iu the uiutLor of the solemn election to the throne after the death of Hemy II. 


A NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 


Honry’s death had taken place on the 13fch of July, 102'!, 
of Boptemlicr in Uio snmo yoat Ihoss qii^ifled to votyunongsUlUh^^^ 
imin races fratlmred together on the Khmo, beweon Mainz and w oinia, n 
r of L OW ••Koniga^.uhl- (a 

ol a elmiv, wlicro tlio liiiigs of Germany wore prodamed), to pioceea 
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all fioloiunUy to tho elociion of a now head of tho oini^jiro. 'i'lio throng was 
considerable, and was diatributod in aocordanoo with tho great (luchi(5.4 of 
the omi:)irG j tiui Lorrainora taking up thoir qunrtcra on tho loft bank of l,lio 
liliine, tho Saxoiia, FrancouianSj Swabians, and BaviiriaiiH on tho right. Tlio 
pi'incca and hibhopa miUu’rdly took tho lead in tho oloctioii corouioiiioH, and 
tlioy thoroloro mot at Kamba, oppoailo Opponhoini. Thoro they oonforrod 
concorning tho Giindidatoa for royalty who should bo proposed to the pooplo 
— that is to eay, to tho aforesaid body of tho minor nol)ility. 'L'lie opinions 
they expressed always came to tho knowledge of the popular assembly, so 
that the latter could exereiso at least a moral inlluenco upon tho prinuipal 
olocLors by apphuiso or clissont. Tlio conferciico lusted long, its Ihudiiation.s 
of opinion communioated a certain luuount of agitation to the groat throng, 
tho minds of men wore kept in susponso, and tho solomn eloctioii liecaine a 
scono of grout animation. At length the divei-HitioH of opinion ro.S(*lvod 
tliomsolves into an agrooinent that two moii wore worthiest to wear the 
crown, both of them Franconian nobhis, both bearing the naiiio of (ionrail, and 
hotli being the sons of two broUiers—gramlsons of the famous (>(nini(t 
tlio Rod, son-in-law of Otto 1. In order to dislinguisii betwouji tho two, one 
was styled the ICldor and tlio oUiov the Younger. 

Tho cleotiou hung undweidod betwoon them for Homo iiino longer, till Lliu 
oldor Cormul, oalouhiling tho offoct modi a hIoj) would Imvo upon tho pooplo, 
iipproaoliod tho younger with an ainieablo propiml tiuil uivoli of them slioiiUt 
do JiiB host to provont a quiiiTol over tho election; and to that ond tlioy 
Hlioiild botli undortako to yield mneoro ullegianee to wliiuliovor should bo 
nominated by a majority of tho princoH with the asHont of the jiooplo. Whoii 
tho younger Conrad had agrood to this, the arohhiHliop of jMahi/< Mohinnily 
proposed tho oldor Conrad as head of tlio empire, Hotting forth liiH Hujiorior 
olaima in a brief orulion. Tho proposition was Htrongly HUiiporlud by a 
majority of the bisliopa, aud Koourod the UHsoiit of many of tho priuocH; and 
wliou tho omproHH lumigundo, tlio widow of TIonry IJ, handed ovor tho 
iiisigiiia of royalty with all Hpeed to Couriid tho ICl<l(3r, tlio ivHSOinbly hailed 
liiiii Icing of tho Oonnans, uud the election was raliliod Iiy tho HoUniin phuidihs 
of the imtioii. Conrad tho Younger lunmolf had given his vote for liin cousin 
wlum ho saw tho way tho olooUou ^YnH tending, and a quarrel wan thvm 
avoided. Tho duko of Lorraino and thoarchbisliop of Coh^gnohotli oxprcsMcd 
thoir dissatisfaction at the resiiU of tho olo<5tion, but no more hoi’Iouh comho- 
quonces ensued; aud Conrad the lOldor was rec(»guisod by all parties as Icing 
of tho CTormaus, tho socond of that name, '[’hia circinuslanco (unidnood 
greatly to the furtherance of the nalioiial interests of (lorjimiiy, as did tho 
rc.sult of the election itself; for the now king urns a nuiii well littcd to 
impart fresli sbrongth and coiiHutiuoiioo to tho empire. 

Conrad 11, it is true, was not animated ]>y Uu3 noljle sjurit whitdi loads 
through pure patriotism to a Rolf-doiiying dovni.iou to juiblicj affairs; on the 
contrary, ho z,oalously pursued bis own roHihIi endH, and was oflim hal astray 
by motives of mere self-intorest. NovovUielcss, as it ha))[)(uu!il, his wishns 
coincided with the intoreats of the nation; for lus strove to onlnuns! tlie 
power of liis own lioitso, and aookiiig t<j attain Uiis oml by establishing a 
horoditiU’y monarchy, ho bont all bw ondoavourH to increasing tbu iniporial 
authority and, as n natural conHoqiiouco, coiuoiiting national unity. Nor was 
ho dofioiont ill tho qualitioa rofjuirofl for at least approximate succoss in bis 
schemes, though wo niiss in him tho noldor eudowinonts for hiiccomh, wliicli 
aelvance openly to gain tlio object tWoy linvo in view, by ilio holj) of goiiiim, 
force of cluu’aetor, and iufloxiblo will. lJut iu place of those qiuiUtios lie 
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poBSCfisecl a political sagacity so keen and subtle that he could cany through 
tho most difiioiilt scheinQS by covert measures. With this sagacity ho com- 
binod energy, courage, and skill in arms. Indeed for the greater part of his 
life lie hud been engaged in military pursuits, but he nevertheless was pos¬ 
sessed of ao romuvkable tvn aptitude for politics, that, being as clear-headed 
ns ho was adroit, he directed the affairs of the state witli altogether excep¬ 
tional sldll. 


con Uad II increases his I’OWEU 

In tlio year 1024 a gifted and vigorous king had at length been elected; 
to .such a man a thorough reform of political conditions would certainly 
appear aii imperative necessity in view of the condition to which the empire 
)uid been reduced. Conrad II had first to try to 
increase tlio property of the crown before he 
could venture upon a struggle against tike usur¬ 
pations of tlie nobles. This was not to be 
ollected oitliur easily or speedily, and ho there- 
foi ‘0 eiidoavourod in tho first place to gain time 
for oonrirming lus power by mendiy behaviour 
towards tho great nobles, ^'or tins reason, after 
his oousort Giaela had also been crowned at 
Cologne, he detorminod to begin by making a 
progress through Germany, for tlie double pur¬ 
pose of Hcciu'ing general recognition and invesU- 
gjiting tho condition of the crown lands of tlie 
lieiul of the empire. Ho first wont to Aachen, 

■where au assembly of the noblos of Lormino had 
boon convened. Tho king’s most formidsible 
()iiomio.s were ilio seigneurs of the higher nobility; 
and in ovder to oountorbalancc thorn Couvad was 
obliged to rely on tho middle classes, repro- 
Honted at this lime by tho lessor nobles, the com- 
inoim not having yet atlainod a sufficient degree 
of power, 

During his stay in Aachen, tho king won 
tlio favour of the lessor nobility by a very well 
calculated political measure. Most families of 
tliitt class had already fallen, by the spread of 
feudalism, into the position of vassals to some 
groat noble; and disputes frequently arose be¬ 
tween them and tlieir ■foudal lords, bewvusc in 
ocriaiii cuses the lattor would not allow the fief 

to bo tranHinittod to tho descendants of the vassal. 

Conrad II, who was well aware of this state of things and eagei’ toi any 
moans of wealccnlng the power of the great nobles, promulgated dumig 1 m 
slay ill Aachen a deorcQ to the effect tlmt tho descendants of a vassal weie 

oniillcd to succeed to the fief in perpetuity, ^ n fi,.. r,r,ni,invifv of 

ThiB was a very drastic measure, and greatly increased the f 

tho kincr. From Aachen Conrad proceeded to Saxony to dispose tho minds 

of tho Lons rvourably to himscll: There ho was f %^^V.Lrered r^ie 

to very difforont means. The Saxona fee by this time 

unity of tho German state, but they were etiU apprehensive of lestnotioiis 
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itpoii llicni’ ]i;ilionul luwH, and their lirat ami moat presain^’ domaiul was for 
the confii’iiialion of the saiiio. 'riioao eonaiHLecl of the Iiiu’hIi reirnhilioiw of 
Horfdoiu which luid coino down from priiuiLivo tiinoa, ilio aLriet prohibiUoii 
of unofLUiil marriugea, etc., and thuH vodouiided to iho iidviiiituifo of the 
nobility alono. 

Conrad, linwovor, could not afford to niiR'er tlio great Saxon nobloa, and lie 
tliGtofore confirinod “the ao erucl laws of tho SiixoitH,” aa Wipoe plinuioa 
it. Having thus BCicuuod liia lujcognitioii by tho Nortli fhn'nuiiiH, lie next 
collectod tlio ti’i])utc duo from tho border Slavs who were subjiaiLs of ilu^ 
ompiro, that by tliia moana ho might provide JiitnselC witli nml(n'ial roaonrcieH 
for carrying out hin dcisignaj and thou proeeiided hy way of hh'iiiuuiiria to 
Jhivai'ia and Swahia. (^n this }n‘ogreH3 Conrad OHtjd)li.Mhed hiinself fivudy in 
tlio popiilai’ ostoujn, and by tho timo it was liiiiKliod Ida position HConKid nnieh 
atrongoi' tliaii before. 

In Italy fresh troubloa bad nriaon, for a party among the Loinbai'da wore 
(loHiroua of ovortlirowiiig tiio ({oruiun HUproiiiuc.y, and wIsIkmI to triniabu' 
thuir alk'giixnco to Ithaueo for that piu‘|Ktao. On tlio oilier hand, Ifeiibort, 
arohbislit)]) of Milan, was well diaponed lownnlH Ibo (hinnans, ami tlioroforo 
journeyed to visit Conrad ff, who was at that liiiio in Conslimoo, in which 
place lie had likewise resided during tlio flr.st year of )iis reign, d’be king 
rocoivod liiin very graeionsly, ami lout a favouralilo ear to (lie bishop’s ve- 
c^uoat that ho should make a nulitary expoilition iiilo ilaly. An einlmssy 
Irom the oppoaiUon jnu-ty, and from tlio city of I’avi.i in pai l ieuhu’, bad also 
made Us appuaraneo at Conslaiiee, but was liarsbly veeeivtul by (‘onrad; ami 
it is probuldo that lie wcnild at that linio have undertaken ii oaiiipalgu be¬ 
yond the Alps if lie bud not been Imsy witli mailers nearer home. I'ho 
c'OiiyinnmaLion of (he national unity of tho Ccninui riii<e was olivloiialy an 
udmirablo niuans of onliancing the power of tlio erown, Imt a eoiiHiderable 
liDiiion of (feruiiiu territory was still alienated Cnnn tlio enpdre, Part of 
Switzerland on the Cormaii side of the Jura belonged to Ibirguiul}^ wlueb was 
rilled by an imlepoadent king. 

A (piarrol over tlie siiccession, to wliieli wo have provicuiHly referred, 
liad already taken place between tlnn inauarch and Henry If, and bad rc- 
Hultod in the oonehision of a IveuLy )»y wliieli after tlie deutli of the chiltlb'ss 
king lludolf iho snecessiou to his dominioiiH was assured to tlie head of 
tho (lornian Ihnpire. 

When irenry was dead, however, the king of Ihirgiindy tried lo jmt a 
difCoreiib ooiisLrucLion ou tho treaty, doelaving lliut he liad bestowed Ibe sue- 
cession on (Jonvad’s predecessor ineioly as Ills siHUjr’.s son, and nut us king of 
the (Termans, but Conrad II being bent, us Wipo« observes, on llie ag¬ 
grandisement and not tho diminution of the empire, forlliwilli took up iirnis 
against lludolf and ooeiipieil tho city of Hale, which at lliiit time belonged 
to IbirgLindy, 

J3y Lins lie Iinmrrod tJio violent eninity of J)uk() ICriist of Swalim, wlio 
was iho “ual-iiral” lioir of Undolf, and of CiseU by bin- first marriage, mid 
tliiis stepson to Conrad If; and us many (Jermau nobles seerelly sided with 
the dnlce, while at tlie sumo lime a »Slavonui priuee, Uoleslaw by luiine, 
rolielled against the empire, and while tho afl'uir.s of Italy sueiued hnperii- 
tively to demand the king’s proseiiec, the latter postponed (lie iie<|iiisiticm of 
the rest of Ihirgundy to a more favourable opportunity, lie first murclied 
to feaxony lo reduce J3ole.shuv to submissio]!; lint the Sbivoniu jiriiKie died 
before liis arrival, and a civil wtft' broke out lietwoeu his sons which 
exhausted the forcos of both. 
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CONHAD IN ITAIiY AND GBUMANY (102<]-103fl A.D.) 

_ I’littbig off, therofore. Urn subjngation of tlio rebelUoiia Slavs, Conrad 
immodiatoly sot GvoryUiing in roadineaa for liis expedition into Italy. He 
first convoked a diet at Augsburg, had big son Henry elected successor to his 
throne, and yielding to his wife’s persuasions was reconciled to his stepson, 
Duke Ernst of Swabia. This took place in 1026, and in the same year 
tlio German army made its appearance in Italy. Pavia was first invested, 
and repeated attompla were made to take it by storm; but the brave citi- 
•m\& victoriously repulsed every assault, and Conrad was reduced to great 
straits, ilii.s so enraged him that, goaded to fury, he savagely devastated 
tho surrounding country. Tho German king gained Utile by these cruelties, 
and as in spiio of his victory ho suffered great loss at the taking of Ravenna, 
ho might IiiivG been compelled to retreat ingloriously from Italy if his polit¬ 
ical astutonoss Imd not como to his aid. Ho succeeded in bringing the king 
of Burgundy, on whose assistance tho Lombards relied, over to his own side. 
Rudolf caino to Italy in person to be present at Conrad’s coronation as 
omporor, and tlio courage of the inhabitants of the invaded country sank 
so low that even Pavia surrendered, and Conrad was acknowledged king of 
Lombardy, IIo then received the imperial crown at tlie hands of Pope 
.foliu XJX, oil tho 26tli of March, 1027; and after making some provisions 
for tho pacification of Lombardy he hastened back to Germany, where in the 
mcaiiwliilo his presence had become extremely necessary. 

In spite of tlio show of roconoiliation, Duke Ernst oi Swnbia was meditat- 
ing opoii rebellion. Conrad was well informed of the plans of the con¬ 
spirators, though tho fioorot had been carefully guarded; and tlierefore, after 
ovoHsing the Alps, ho prooooded with all Uaato to Ratisbon to make prepara¬ 
tions for subduing tho throatonod revolt. Conrad’s plans on this occasion strik¬ 
ingly display hia practical ability and cloar-sightedness. During his absence 
in Italy the ducal office had become vacant in Bavaria by the death of Henry, 
and tho Icing endoavoured to procure it for his own family. In view of the 
onci'oaohmonts of tho groat nobles, who amassed vast wealth at the expense 
of tlu) empire, tins would have profiled him little unless he could increase 
tho ducal rovonuo at tho same time. Consequently, having succeeded in 
getting luH ten-yoar-old son liciiry appointed duke of Bavaria, Conrad inati- 
tuLod a strict inquiry into tho condition of tho property of the empire in that 
province, and I'c.stored to the crown much that had been usurped by bishops 
and counts. By this measure tho Icing really struck at the root of the evil. 
j.)ooi-oe.s could tlo little to cement the unity of tho empire ; what it needed 
was to 1)0 provided with a material basis. And of this, the most necessary 
oloinont ill tho condition to which the empire had como was the creation of 
a rovonuo which should make tho head of the state independent of the acci- 
denl.s of private forUiiio for the maintenance of his authority. 

fi'ho kings commonly mode the mistake of trying to gain, the adherence 
or friondship of the great nobles by presents made at the expense of the 
pro])oi‘ty of tho empiro j and therefore Conrad II acted not only wif)ely but 
lionourably wlion, amidst the greatest dangei-s, he adopted the opposite 
ooiirsG j for it was nobler to perish than to reduce the office of head ol the 
sLaio to a shadow, by purchasing the favour of the great nobles. Tho aalutaiy 
olfect of his firmness was quickly manifest; for after he had gained lus ob- 
ioct in Bavaria the king took vigorous measures to put an end to the agiLatioii 
in Swnbia. For tliis purpose ho promptly convened a diet at Him to sit m 
judgment upon Duke Ernst in Alamamiin. The duke collected an army 
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nnd inarcliocl against tlio king, but the firm attitiulo of the latter liad already 
made a great inipresaioii upon tlio nobles. Two counts dcserlcd tho duko, 
others of the conspirators followed, and within a short time Ernst’s farces 
wore so diminished that lie ^Ya8 obliged to submit to the kingf’s nioroy. 
Conrad had hia stepson oonvoyed in custody to tho fortress of Giobicheiisioin 
near Halle, and then roducod tho whole of Swnbiti to nllogianco to the head 
of tho empire. Theao proooodings iiddod greatly to his reputation, open and 
secret foes now courted tho king’s favour, and by tho hfth year of hia voigu 
Conrad TI had materially incroasod tho authority uf the empire. 

He now (leterniincd to take in hand Uio expedition against tlio Slavs, 
which had bcGii postponed on account of tlio urgoiicy of Italian alVairs i 

hut it proved uhortivo, and liu was forced 
to roturn into Saxony witli groat loss. 
A quarrel with tlio tliingariaiis arose at 
tho saino lime, and Duke Ernst remowed 
his attempt at robellion. Conrad bail 
rociillod liim from (-ricbiclumHioin and 
offorod to roinsiiito him in his diicliy 
under oorUiiu conditioiin; but tho luigo 
tintions eaino lo nothing, Ernst oscuj)ed 
from liis alopfathor’s court and with liis 
faithful lullioront. Count von Kyburg, 
OBsayod Uio fortune of wav. both were 
outlawed, and b(vou iiftovwavds slain in a 
fight in tho Black Eorcstd 

Conrad’s safety was consoqucutly as- 
fiurod in that (puirlor, and lie immedi- 
utoly invaded Hungary with an army, 
ifero again ho soon found it proCorahle Lo 
restore peace by tlio methods of political 
sagacity rather tlian by force of arms, 
and iiogotialioiiH wore thoruforo adroitly 
sot on foot and brouglit to a aiuicesarul 
iHsno. Stophon, king of Hungary, Hued 
for poaeo and it was eoucludnd f)n terms 
hoiiourablo to Germany. Duiong Lluj 
duko of Swabia’s second revolt the Slavs, 
against whom Conrad’s arms liad provod 
HO imfortuimto, luvd invaded and ravaged 
Sftxouy and ThuvLugia, 

A Ghumak Waiuhoh Little cjouhl lio done to oppose them, 

on account of tho war with tho Hunga¬ 
rians, but as soon as that was omlcd tho Gorman king resolved to exact salJs- 
faction. Ojico more, liowovor, he was desirous of courting success by policy 
rather than by arms. Miccv.yslaw, tho son of Duko Uohsslaw, was involved 
m a -war (as has already been stalod) with his broLlior Otto. Now, in 
Conrad’s unlucky campaign against Micc/.yslaw, Otto, who inclined (.0 tluj 
side of tho Germans, had been drivon out of tlie country. With him 

[‘ Aa C. 'r. Ivowisc iiolGS! “Tho pooplo took aldos In tholi' IoroikIb nnd sonfia with tho 
unfortunate youlli \y1io had fought for hla InhoritAiioo Uipilnst a Hovoro Htopfallior, and oom- 
pai’cd his faLo witli that of llio oqually unfortniiatn Ludoif, hou of Olio tho Groat. Iiidftf'd, logoiid 
movgod tho two atorlca into one, nnd lima avo.10^ho aong of KvijKt of Kwahla, which wna long BUiig 
ill tho JIUkllo Ages and lopioiionta tho two frlonds no fluidly going to tho Jilaal upon a ovuBudo and 
incoUng wlLh inmiltoUl advonluro 8 .’'J 
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Conrad again entered into negotiations, and in consequence Otto (who was 
also lavoured by the Rnssiana) appeared once more in the district between 
tlio itibe and the Odor, occupied by Slavonic tribes, who even then were 
Btylcd i oles. Conrad sent an army from Saxony to support his protege, and 
tlio civil war began afresh among the Poles. Mieczyslaw was thug brought 
to a more yielding temper, and, altliough Otto was slain soon after, he en- 
doavoured to establish a permanent peace with the Icing of Germany. A 
peace was actually brought about, the Polish prince submitting to tribute and 
to givo part of the country between the Elbe and the Oder to the Geimans. 

During the war and the negotiations with Miec/.yslaw (in the year 1032) 
King Rudolf of Burgundy died. Conrad II had long laid claim to the succes¬ 
sion, and as a certain count of Champagne, Eudes by name, opposed his preten¬ 
sions, bo was obliged to turn his arras westwards after concluding peace with 
tho PoloSi lliQ count of Champagne had already occupied Neueuburg (Neu- 
olialol) ftiKl liliu'ton (Morat); but by tho winter of 1032 be liacl been forced 
into a soinowhat disadvantageous position in Switzerland, and when, in tho 
j^oar 1033, Conrad II invaded Champagne itself to compel his rival to evacuate 
Burgundy, tho latter aubmitted at diaorotion and promised the king of the 
Gormans that he would leave tho country, confirmmg his promise with a 
solcinii oath. Oourad was obliged to hurry back to Germany, as another 
Slavonic tribe on the Elbe, the Llutizi this time, was disquieting Germany, 
and Otholric, duko of Bohemia, wna threatening rebellion. Othelrio was 
doposod, and Conrad was on tho point of attacking the Liutizi when tidings 
onnio that Eudos of Champagne had broken his word and was again endeav¬ 
ouring to acquire the sovereignty of Burgundy, In the spring of lOSi the 
German king marched for tho seoond time through Bavaria and Swabia to 
Burgundy, wliilo another army invaded it at his command, crossing over 
the St. Bernard from Lombardy. From this time forward Eudes could offer 
but a futile roaistanco. Conrad woe acknowledged king by the whole of 
Burgundy, and tho country was solemnly incorporated with tho German 
Empire. Switzerland was thereby also brought into complete union with 
tho mothor-ooiiJitry, and tho full extent of German n.ationnlity restored. 
Thoi'oupoii Conrad brought tho Liutizi once more into subjection to tho 
ompii'o, but in this war such cruelties were perpetrated that he entailed upon 
liinmolf tho curaoa of the unhappy Slavs and tho reprobation of history. 

Nevortheloss his outward position was brilliant. Not only had be con- 
nidoriibly extended tho borders of the empire, but he had exalted the royal 
oITico to power and dignity. Tranquillity prevailed in the interior of Ger¬ 
many ; in Italy, on the contrary, a comraotion arose more serious than the dis¬ 
orders common in that country. There, us in Germany, the sway of the 
groat nobles was oppressive, but in Italy disaffection was rife among the vas¬ 
sals, and they determined to resist tho arrogant pretensions of their lords, 
sword in liand. Tho storm broke out first in Milan, and between that city 
and Lodi a great battle was fought which practically left matters as they 
had boon. Tho emperor allowed himself to bo drawn into the quarrel, and 
iiiidortook a second military expedition to Italy in the year 1036. 

In Italy the omporor promulgated n famous edict on the subject of estates 
in fee (Miotim de benejtciis^y by which he directed that a vassal should not 
be deprived of sucli an estate except for eertain offences, and then only by 
tlio SGutonoG of the law pronounced by a court of his peers. 

Tlie appeal to tlio king or his deputy had a place in these legal proceed- 
iuga — anothor clear proof of the purpose of Conrad’s policy, which aimed 
at weakening the power of the great nobles. 
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Or tho oihor hand ihoro aro many ovidcncoa to sliow how groatly llio 
royal authority liud iiicrensocl. For one thing, Conrad cloposcd Duke Adal- 
bold of Carinthia from liia Ihgh oflico in 1065, beoauso ho liad not homo 
iuniself worthily in tho Lombiird diaturbancoa ; and Italy itsoU witno.saod 
a dood wholly witliout precedent, for Archbiahop lloribort of Milan, a 
powerful priiiGQ luid highly reapocted dignitary of the church, who occupied 
almost the first place aftor tho pope, was lUTCHtod for disloyalty by tho Cor- 
man king. 

Jlei'ibcrt saved hiiu.solf from iinprisoninont by flight, and Conrad, whom 
he then openly defied, could hartlly tako any effective action against him ; 
novorlholcss tho oociuToneo produced a profound iiupro.4Bion. After two 
yoans' abaonco from homo the king returned to Gonminy, where ho oooupied 
liimHolf principally with tho affuirH of Jhirgiindy, and ultimately delegated 
tho govornniont of that country to his sou ITenry. In tho year 1068 ho pro- 
oeodccl to Nortli Gernmny and tliuro ondoavourod to ooiiHolidnto tlie oinpii’tj 
by paving the way for aottlod legal onler. In tho year 10110 lie foil siek at 
TJtrocht, and died at that place on tho llrd of *luly in the sumo year, 


TIIIG AC<J)5HSTON OK UMNUV Ilf (lOOO A.D.) 

Among tho inovits of Conrad II, a liigh place must ho givoii to tho care Im 
bosiowod upon the cdvieatioii of luo sou and BuccesHor, Ueuvy III waa 
adorned with all the qualitioa whioli coiistitnto tho hasiij of truo greatness; 
for not only did his ivdmivahlo intelloctuul eudowmonts vendin' liim capa))U> 
of aciiuiving skill uh a statesman and a commander, but Jus iimmoHS and 
omirago provided him willi moans of applying wlial ho learnod to prae- 
tioal affaira. 'With aoulc intolligonco and oiun'gy lie combinod a Ihgh degree 
of movjil Garnesiuoss, inanif<s.slod in honourable oudoavours after improve- 
mont} and aa the natural bias of hm mind iuclinod liim strongly to Ixmeve- 
Loiico and justice, nothing but a wise education was iieedod to inako llonry 
one o£ tho noblost of his race.* 

Fortuiiutoly the dovolopmeiit of Jus eliuractor was well oariul for. TIis 
mother, (-risola, a woman of slroiig intolloot and groat nobility of soul, higlily 
educated for lier tiiuo, had a liciioflcont influence on him in (shildhood, and 
whou tlie boy hud thriven and grown Htroiig imdor her cure lu\ was trauvS- 
i'erred altogotlior to the cliargo of tho learned bishop Ih'uiio of AugHburg. 
who iiuLlatod his pupil, by years of ByslemaUe teaching, into all live kuins'- 
ledge of the ago. d'hon followed instruction in political uffuirH from Hishop 
hhgolbort of Fi’oisingeu, by which Henry profited ho greatly that from his 
iiinoteoiith year onwiirda his fallior was able to employ him ill Kuoh matloi'pS. 
At the sumo time, ho -was thoroughly trained in all knightly acconipliHh- 
lueiita, and oarly sent into tJio field. 

I'ho twoiity-Lwo-yeur-okl kbig saw clearly the path ho had to follmv. 
Fvoii in hia father’s lifo-liiuo lie had roalisod where tho Htrongtli and tlio 
weaknoas of the empire lay ; where lie should ooutiiino to act in his father’s 
spirit, and wlioro ho must strike out on a totally (lifl’eroiit patli. Henry III, 
like his predecessor, desired tlie aggrnndiHouumt of his own houae ; like him 
ho Gudoavoiired to malco tho royal dignity hereditary in his family, but lie 
Bcorned to stoop to unworthy moans. Being eonviiicod that Ins ondoavoiu'H 
were conducive to tho intorosts of tho nation rather tluui HubversiYe of Uioiu, 

[1 BiyceJ Rcvys: “ Undor Iloiiry III tho oniplro ftttainod the morUlitui of ils powor. At homo 
Olio the Groat^B pv-OYogalWo had not stood so Wgh.'*] 
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]io Iclt liiH conaciGnGG clear aiid tliought himself justified in cnrr^^ing out Iiia 
designs by honourable mctlioda. He was thus constrained to avoid much in 
■which Conrad II would have indulged himself, and the first token of this 
difCeronce was Henry’s firm resolve to raise the standard of public morals by 
steadfastly refusing to accept gifts in return for ecclesiastical preferment. 


henry’s efforts rOR PEACE 

Even during the lifc-timo of Conrad II, Bretislaw, duke of Bohemia, a son 
of Otholric, had invaded Poland and perpetrated hideous ravages in the 
country. The G-erman king — either appealed to by the inhabitants in their 
distress, or apprehensive foi* his own sake of the spread of the power of 
Bohemia — despatched two armies in tlie year 1039 to attack Bretislaw 
ill Bohemia itself, an enterprise which ended in disaster to the Germans. In 
order to restore liia impaired credit, Henry was obliged to undertake a fresh 
expedition against the Bohemian duke in the following year. This he con- 
cliicted witli great energy, himself leading one of the two armies he had 
equipped. TJiis time victory waited upon the German arms, Prague was 
invested and Bretislaw compelled to submit. The latter vowed allegiance 
and fealty to ilio head of tlie German Empire, undertook to pay tribute, and 
gave JiostEigcs as a guavanteo of his good faith. For all that Henry waa nob 
yet free to devote his energies to the domestic affairs of the empire, for 
disLurbaiicos began to bo rife in Burgundy and fresh dangers loomed in 
the Hungarian quarter. Peter, king of Hungary, had been driven out of his 
country, and appealed for assistance to Henry nt Ratisbon ; Ovo, the now 
king, pursued him witli an army and the enemies plundered freelj' in 
Bavaria. 

Ill eoiiscquoiice Henry marched to Hungary with an army in August, 
1012, to demand satisfaction for the outrage. He advanced victoriously 
through the country, took several fortiiied towns, and received the oath of 
allogianco or fealty from the inhabitants } but he could not induce them to 
take back their banisliod king. lie therefore installed another sovereign and 
returned at once to Germany. In the winter immediately following (1012) he 
Imrriod to Burgundy, where ho tranquillised the country by his firm and clem¬ 
ent adniinistrution of justice. Thus ho quickly reduced the refractory nobles 
to obcdioiioo 5 but on the other hand fresh troubles arose in Hungary, where 
tlie pcojdo drove out tlio now sovereign whom Henry had installed as soon 
as the latter had withdrawn from the country. Ovo made repeated incur¬ 
sions into Bavaria and laid ■\va8te the country on both sides of the Danube. 
Tlie Gorman king, who was consequently constrained to undertake a second 
oaiupiugii against the Hungarians, soon put an end to the evil, and compelled 
the ononiy not only to make reparation but to give ampler security for his 
good behaviour in future. 

Then nt length Henry resolved to devote all his attention to internal 
politics. One of the greatest evils of the times was the abuse of the right of 
8olf-liolp, wliioh gave birth to a rude eystem of government by force under 
whioli tho nation was lapsing into savagery. The weaker suffered under 
the lieavieat oppressions, and the wise king was therefore deeply concerned 
to romody first of all this aspect of public affairs. To pave the way for the 
establishment of a system of law he convened a diet of the empire at Con- 
stanco, when ho returned from his second Hungarian campaign. This took 
]dacQ in tho year 1048, and many temfloral lords, as well as bishops, appeared 
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aL iL. Homy III wtia always presoiiL at its delibonvtioiib; lio Jirocl all -who 
wore tlioro by his own onthusiasm for poaco and justico, aiul brought ilium 
to a iiimniiiious clooision iliafc tlioncoforlh logal order should bo uuiintuinod 
ill Gorniany. l^ho Icing iaauocl a dooroo to iliia ol'Cuoi with tlio aiiiiotion of 
tho diet, and thus oatabliahod a peace luiUerto niiknmvn in the country. I'o 
onaiiro a result so happy Henry had sot a iioblo oxaniplo by iniigiiaiiiiiiously 
pardoning all his GiiomlGs. 

From OoiiHlaiico, Homy proceodod to Goalar, where in tho winter of tO 10 
ho was visited by oinbassios from aovoral nations desirous of ii'Hlifyiiig thoir 
I’oapoct for the head of tho Gorman Empire. Ho groat was llio ostooin in, 
whioh ho was hold that a llueBiaii embassy solemnly oiTorod tlio young Icings 
who was already a widower, tho liaiid of tho ezar’n daiiglitcr. llunry, liow- 
over, liaughtily rojooted any such alliimeo, and the lUiHsiaus departed sor¬ 
rowfully from his court. In tho aamo year tho king nuvvriod Agues, daughtov 
of tho ooimt of Poitiers, and at Una eoromony one of ilio adiniralilo iraiLn of 
liis oharaetor was clearly ahown. Great distrosa jirovailud in the land in 
coiiscMiuonec of tho failure of the crops and an ouLhroalc of eattle-idagiie • 
and iiistoad of adinitting jugglers and muHieiuiis to his nuptial fostivilitss fuul 
hostowing rich iirosontH upon them, ho distributod tlio money iinioiig tlio 
poor, to alioviato tlioir dlstiuss. Other ovoiits soon oeourrod to augmunt 
the trouldos of tho time, for tho lliingarimiM a Uiird time brolco their oath 
of allogianoo, while Hymptoins of rebellion doolarod themsolvas in Ijorniiuo, 
Duke GoUfriod trying to soi'/.o for his own tho }>c)vtu>n of tho oonnUy wlnidi 
hia fatlior, with tlio king’s consout, had assignod to Go/olo, his secoiid son, 
Under those cirounmtanoos Henry had only u sinall force to employ agaiiist 
tho Hungarians, but onoo more his daring and courage eom])unsiiio(*l for the 
paucity of material rosouroes. 

Ovo offered liattlo at tlio bond of an immonso army. Tho Gorman Idng 
had not yet collected all liis troops, many of thorn liaving been delayed liy 
the way. Novortheloss Homy boldly crossed tho Uaah under the eyes of tlio 
lliumifuinfi, made a hviotw onhlaiight eit iho ofmmy’s wlOt h/W hand¬ 
ful ot troops, and won a victory as eomploto us it was brilliant. As a. vesult 
of this success Voter was reinstated as king and ruueivod tho (U‘o^vn of Hun-. 
gaiy as a fief of tlio Gorinau Empire. After these groat aehiovemeiils Iftimy 
swiftly turned his arms against the rebel duke Gottfried of horralno. 'flui 
struggle did not long liang in tho balaiico ; GoUfriod somi realised the king’n 
HUpovlor power, Huhmittod, and was pnnishod with ineaveeratioii in ilie lor- 
trnss of Giobiehonsteiu. Thus by a Holonin act of justien tho oinporov of the 
Gormans ral-idod tho iiolitical principle that tho (bikes wore res^umsiblo olli- 
eors of the slato. To oonlirin by practice the royal ])i'orogative of nominat¬ 
ing such nlhcovs, tho dukodom of Swabia Avas (umfovrod on (lount Gtlo (if 
Lho lllienish palatiiiaLo in tho year 10-15; and in 1010 Eredeihik, brothor of tho 
fluko of Bavaria, was installed in Upper Lorraine, in phuui of Goziilo. In 
the stuno spirit Honry guarded against uniirputions on tho part of other gi'(5iii, 
nobles. Thus, in llio year 104<), ho punwhod Margrave Dietrich of Vliii-- 
dingon in Holland, for having lakon wrongful posst^ssion of wliat was nol, 
Ills own. 


TUE TAl’ACY SUDOBDINATEI) 'I'O IIIflNKY 

Tho affairs of Italy next attractod tho attention of the Gorman Icinj.', 
There the utmost disorder had crept, not only into political alTair.s, but also 
into those of tho church-. EcclosiastidUl proformont was opoiily bought and 
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sold, ohui'oli di-g'uitarioa strovo among thomsolves foi power by intrigUGS of 
ovGiy sort, while, to crown fill, three popes were quarrelling for the author¬ 
ity of supreme pontiff. Scones of this kind oonfirmecl Henry in his deter¬ 
mination to inaugurate a reformatiou ot tho oUutcb. He tborofore- made 
preparations to proceed^ to Italy forthwith, but before starting he released 
Duke Gottfried from his captivity at Giebicheiistein, and magnaniniously 
reinstated him in his high office. He then crossed the Alps with a vast army 
in the autumn of 1046. On his arrival in Italy he found a council of bishops 
who had assembled at hia command at Sutri to decide first of all the soanda- 
loua dispute bctwoon pope and rival popes. The king of Germany refused to 
tolerate any one of the antagonists, bub required that they should all three be 
deposed. By the mingled energy and wisdom of liis conduct he succeeded 
in carrying his point, and a German prelate, Bisliop Suidger of Bamberg, 
was appointed head of the church at his wish. Suidger assumed the title 
of Clement II, and Henry received the imperial crown from his hand in St. 
PoLer’s church at Home, in tho year 1047. One important step had now 
been taken towards the aceomplishment of tlie king’s great designs, and 
liaving seen the new pope firmly established in 
Ilia oilice, Henry III returned that same year 
to (Tormaiiy, 

There llio bonofioial results of tho Diet of 
Constiuioo wore gratifyingly evident, for such ^ 
ordor prevailed throughout tho country “as .JjinfliftL \ 
no man over experienced before.” Margrave | 

Dietrich of VlHrdingon had indeed attemiited 
to avail hiinsolf of the Icing’s absence to renew 
l\\8 \vvrogiv\il preUu&wus, and Duke Gottfried 
of Lorraino still nourished thoughts of sedi- W 
tioiij the two had oven formed a secret con- / jA 
fodoracy against tlio omporor, together with (hSI'Mv 
O ouni Baldwin of Flanders. But they had vi 

but i/h02’tdhwl5Hcm9CJ?^ Heury IJJJ 

(lopo.sod tho I’obellioua duke from his offioo, 

and deprived him of all authority. Dietrich * Mi// 

lost not only his cloiiuuions, but his life into ^ Bl O 

tlio bargain, and the whole of his territory was ^ ^l|||j|M L ' 
brought under the omporor’s sway. Theoiedit \|f 
of tho imperial authority was completely v tcrfflf 
ro.storGd. 

Meanwhile tho king displayed tho most Wj™/ 
oommoiuhible vigour in the conduct of domesbio 
polities. During tlio disturbances in Lorraine 
and Holland, which ho left to his groat officers 
to quell, he had been iiialdng progress through 
all parks of Gorniany and had despatched 

important affairs of state at various places, gemiak warriou of the 
JCvorywhoro tlio king’s keen glaiioo watched elbvemtu obmiurt 
over the course of justice, and the interior of 

Germany attained a notable degree of prosperity and contentment. J-his we 
can perceive from tho fact that the oiUoa were rising by degrees to the posi¬ 
tion of an indopendont element in tho state. In the wars against Gottfried ot 
Lorraino and Diolrioh of Vliirdingon, the citizens, admonished by the bishops, 
often took up arms themselves in defence of their cities, which is evidence 
B. W. — VOL. VII. 2t 




Qeriiak Warbiob of the 
Ei,bvemtu Obmiurt 
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not only of the atlvanoo which tlioso coiiiinuniUoH hud iniub hoUi in woaltli 
and population, hnt uIho of tho political iiiiportunco they had acquired. It 
ia worthy of note, also, that oven then the cities wore on the aide of imperial 
authority against robellioua coiintH and dukes. 

Henry HI was now strong enough to earry through tho long-eontoin- 
plated reformatidu of the church. In the prcH.4 of busiiujsH wbieh Jiad 
occupied liiiii bo hud never lo-st siglit of ccolcsiasticid affairs; on tho 
contrary, ho had steadily made pveparatioiiH with a view to his purpose in this 
respect, displaying a vigour whiish couuiiiimla iidmiration. Tlio ])npo Jmd 
previously ulaiined the right to nonunato the emperor; tho third Hcmry, ou 
tho contrary, exoreiaod a deoisivo inilnciioo over tho election of the pope, and 
it hocamo almost ouHtomiiry tliat this oHice should bo conferred by Uie king 
of Gorinany. The olcvatiou of Oloinont II (o tlio pajHiey bud tak('i\ pbieo 
by Henry’s dcsiro; Clement died niiio moutliH after, and tho king of (ior- 
inany iiominatcd the bisboj) of Hrixeu as bis HiuieesHor. UMiis ])opo, who 
took the name of Diunasns II, die<l a few weeks after bis arrival at Romo ; 
and Ilonry again lilled the vueaucyin tho apostolic seo, this time olovuting 
a rolativo of his own, Bishop Bruno of 'roul, to tho position of luiud of tlio 
ohiu’oh. The inannor in wlu<5li tho chronuders sjkuiIc of tbe.so important pro¬ 
ceedings is remaikablo. With them ilieru is no longoj’ any (ineHtion of tho 
right of the king of Germany to noininatu tlio poimj they iiii’iition it as a 
matloi: that calls for no explanation. “Fojipo, bishop of Brixen,” says Her- 
uuu\u,/ ‘‘wurt chosen pope by the ompeixir and scut to Rome, whore bo was 
rcooived with grout honour.” Tho samo thing is said of the nomination of tho 
bishop of T’oul. Luniborl of j\Hchaffenlmrg,t/ who oonlirms Ibis Lostiuumy, 
adds that on the death of the j^iopo tho Uoiiiuiis always sent an embasHy to tlio 
king of Germany to request Jam to nominate a new supronm jinutiil. Such 
a state of tilings was wholly without procodoiil, and by means of it Henry 
exalted, more highly than any of his jiredooossorH, the power of tho eiupiro. 

In tlic ooinpleLion of tho reformation of tho clmreh in the year 1050, one 
of tho emperor’s obioC aims was fiiUillod. 'Pho oRoet of the mciasure ou the 
country was most salutavy, morals were purified and a liighor standard of 
sorionsnoHs and iiulustry prevailed. The system of law and order was con¬ 
solidated liy tho subjugation of tho groat nobles. But it was nut only tho 
dukes and counts whom Ilonry kejit within bounds; lie inIHcted sharp 
cliastiHoiiient on luomliers of tho lesser nohility also, by (‘.(mllseatiug their 
jiroporby or by oilier methods, if they eoiimiittod any act of wanton injiistieo. 
By this iiioaiiH ho impo.Hod a strong restraint upon tho iibuso of solC-liolp, 
and tlio towns throve and increaHod so rapidly tlial they presently Imgau to 
take direct part in tho affairs of tho empiro. 

For sovoral years Henry’s relations with foreign oonnirie.s woro friendly ; 
hut this peace was distiu'bod from 1051 onwards by tho joint attempt of tlui 
Poles and Hungarians to shako off (Toriiuin dominion. T'ho Himgarians 
invaded the ompiro, and in tho year 1051 tho empoixir took tlio lield agaiust 
them in person. Ho advanced into Hungary itself with a great force ; and 
tliongli obliged to withdraw by inclcmont weather, his retreat was marked by 
valiant fonts of arms on the part of tlio (xorniun army. In the following 
year, 1052, a second expedition was inulcrlakou against Hungary. Henry II1 
invested Proasbiu'g, but at tho interceHsiou of Pope Loo IX ho raised tho 
siege and roturnod to Germany. But a gomiino peace could not bo bronglit 
about meroly by ilio inodiatioii of the iiontiff ; tlio emni(-y continuod. 

The Peace of Tribur was finally ratiliocl, and Henry had onoo more time to 
devote his energies to tho internal afTairs of tho eiuiiivc. Down iu tho yoiu' 
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1 nvvit!™“ P'^iior by tliem. In addition, Gottfried, the deposed duke of 
Loiiaino, who bad been leconciled to the emperor in 1060 by iL good offices 
of Leo IX end had tlien aooompanied the pope to Italy, bad there mSd 

fni U p «f Tiisoaiiy and taken possession of her 

nn vcb ■ ^ Clominions.^ Henry III feared tliat Gottfried would stir 
up lobellioii 111 Italy, and tins oiromnstaiice seemed also to render tho om 
peror s pi-esoiioo in that oomitry imperative. He had therefore long modi- 
tatod aiiotliev expedition across the Alps, but ^ ^ 

^lisaffections tliat arose in Germany itself and 
various isolated atieinpts on the part of some 
refractory nobles decided him not to quit the 
oountry. 

In the year lOC-t Pope Leo died and the 
Uoinans again sent an embassy to request 
tho oiuporor to noininato a new pope. This he 
at first modestly declined to doj but, yielding* 


at first modestly declined to doj but, yielding 
nevorfcholobs to their reiterated entreaties, he 
designated Bishop (tebhard of Eichstadt, his 
Idusman and friend, as tho successor of Leo IX. 

Gobliard was unanimously accepted in this 
capacity, and assumed tho papal dignity under 
the titlo of Victor II, amidst tho ncclamis of the 
jieoplo. 'Huis Ilonty III for tho fourth time 
<U8posed of tho pupal olTico, and for the fourtli 
Limo ooiifciTCd it on a German. At tlie nomi¬ 
nation of Victor 11 Hildebrand bimself, tbe in- 
ilucuiial oounsollor of Leo IX, was with the 
embassy which besought the emperor to designate 
tho next pope, which proves how little intention 
llildchrand had of opposing tho will of Henry 
III. Lilco tlio omperor ho earnestly desired 
reform, and showed by this step that ho hod no 
fear of undue encroachments on tho part of the 

liUlor upon tho privileges of the church. Thus qehuan nodlb op tub elbv- 
even tho strongest natures in a manner attest centuhy w codrt 

their rovorcnco for the great emperor’s character. 

After the appointment of Pojjo Victor II, tlie king of Germany felt him¬ 
self bound to alTord him the protection of his imperial authority, and in the 
year 1066 ho started for Italy, almost at tho same time us tlie pope. In 
May of that year lie aiDpeai*ea on the plains of lloncaglia; and tliere the 
pivineea and feudal vassals of Italy lilcewise appeared, to offer the homage of 
sincere revcronco to the king of Germany, together with their oaths of alle¬ 
giance, Pope Victor II convened a synod at Florence, where, in the em- 
pornr’fl prosoiice, the laws against simony and other edicts of a reformatory 
tendency wore cither re-enacted or ampliiicd. An inquiry was then held into 
the conduct of Gottfried, sometime duke of Lorraine, which ended in the 



acquittal of tlie defendant — not, so the old clironioler expressly states, 
bcoausQ his innocence was proved, bnt» because his judges feared that if 
driven to desperation he would make himself the leader of the Normans in 
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lower Italy. IIIh wKg Hcatrico waa cumod off to Goriniuiy by Ilonry III, 
who (lofoiulctl Ills arbitrary action in tliis xospoci by aiiying that Roairitio 
had disposed of hor hantl witlioiit his conaonfc, and luul morcovor bostowod 
it upon an oiioniy of hor ooimlry. Towards Uio end of tho year 1055 the 
ouiporor rocroased tho Alps. Sovoral noblcH worn already ohorishinf? S(5hoiuo8 
of revolt, for a eoiispiracy liad boon formed ajjain.st liim niidor tho loudor- 
alnp of Hisliop Gebharu of Raiiaboii; and Gottfried, asHislod )>y Count 
Raldwin, once more nuulo Ida appearaneo in Lorraine. Tho sehomea of Ibo 
maloonteiits wero again frustrated by Henry’s linnness } Gcjbliavd was 
brought to trial and coinmittod to prison, and both Gottfried iiud Baldwin 
wore defoatud in the open field. 

On this occasion tlie cinporor mot the king of b'raneo at .Tovi to sottlo 
various affairs of slate, and Ixoro again the vigour and horoio tuinpur of 
Henry III wero strikingly displayed. Eor the I‘\'Ouch king asserted that 
the Gorman Empire had unlawfully taken po.ssossion of l^orraino, whoro- 
upoii Iloiiry offered to prove the falsity of the asHortion by .single ooiubal. 
Tlio king of Erance was only loo well aware of tho Gorman eniporor’s eupe- 
riority, and lied soorotly by night aoiuss the bonier. 


a‘lll5 Tl{U(!l« 01‘' OOt) 

Tilo liinoa wore rudo, manners wore no io.ss so. OoiihoIohh wars, tho fciulM 
of tho noblos, acts of violonco of ovory kind, eoinhined with hunger and 
postilonoo to bring unspeakable misery upon tlie nations. Aceordiiig to 
tho opinions of tho Lime, tho pa^Miuy should liavo been a strong helper in tlm 
midst of those eaUunitios, but Itoino was the seat of the worst ilisovders of 
all iind most of the popes neither desorvod nor euminanded ri^simet. At 
longtli the miHorioH of llio ago avoused — (irst in the monastery of Cluny in 
Burgundian ii'nimse—an anstero and devout religions spirit wliiiL at (ii'st 
ioiiJid io Iho fmhioji of iJio timo.s, in pojdi/jjdbd oxom.^ofi 

and monkish discipline, lint jirosoutly rijiouod iuto vast jiroJeeLs of reform. 

Ilunco ciimo, in purLicnlav, tho rcoommendalion of (Jio'“li'iico of God” 
(^Tmitja A’f), and fieneo it spread ovor Burgumly and I'^ranoo. 'riiis wu.s 
an iittompt io insuro certain days of juiaeo and (piiet in that iron ago; it 
ordained that no fond should bo fought out lietwi'cn Wednesday opening 
and early Monday morning, ami tho eliiirch sanctioned this institution. So 
strong was the inlhuinoo of tho example sot by Clniiy (Clngny) tliat in 
a liLllo wliilo all tho nuniorous nioimslorios in hb-aneo and Burgumly joimul 
tlio “congrcigatioii of OUiny,” ami a .sonibro oarnostnesH took possoHsioii of 
tho best men of the time. 

So it was with Uonry III. Tn tho midst of Lho norruptions of tlio age bo 
saw no salvation oxoupt through lho most drastic ineusures, and felt that 
ho, as tho emperor, had a special call to he the dclivuror of tho jieople. Ho 
himsolf set a good cxainjilo; ho appointed noiio hut earnest and wortliy men 
to bishoprics, and that without taking money or prosoulH from them; by act 
and admonition lio laboured inco.SHaully for peaco and coiieiliation. I In 
looked upon his imperial rank as a saurod olUoc, insUluLed for tlm improvo- 
inoiit of Cliristondeni, and iiovor set the crown upon his head without iirovi- 
ons confession and penanco, which last ho oven had inflicted upon liiniHolf 
with scourges. But tho more ho Inimblcd liimaulf tho moi'o urgent did Im 
fool was tho call to raise up the o^iurcli by tho mighty iiaiul of tlm lirab of 
earthly Bovoroigna. 
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SOERO'WS or henry’s last years 

The day of Sutri was the culminating point of the emperor’s life j from 
that time forward until he died he was engaged in an incessant struggle 
with adverse oiroumstanoes. The Hungarians, after overthrowing King 
Peter and putting out his eyes, had shaken off the yoke of the empire, and 
Henry’s frequent expeditions against the rebels led to no good result. 
Purthermore, before tlieso events occurred, that same Gozelo of Lorraine to 
whom Conrad II liacl been so deeply indebted and upon whom he had 
bestowed tlie whole of Lorraine, had died, and Henry III conferred. Upper 
Lorraine alone as a fief upon his son Gottfried the Bearded. Gottfried 
rebelled, and, as we have seen, won the hand of Beatrice of Tiiscanj^ the 
widow of Bonifazio 5 and thus by marriage this enemy of the emperor had 
become the moat powerful prince in Italy. 

Momentous changes were also taking place in lower Italy. The Nor¬ 
mans had there founded a dominion which began to menace the borders of 
the stales of the church. Leo IX, like his predecessor a German by birth, 
wont to war with tlmm, and took the field in person after the custom of 
(.ierman bishops. Ho had been defeated and taken prisoner at the battle 
of Civitatc, not far from Monte Gargano. But tlie Normans, as crafty as they 
were devout, treated the successor of St. Peter with profound veneration, 
and Leo made his peace with them, outwardly at least, and repealed the 
aonlonoo of excommunication pronounced upon them. After Leo’s death, 
Hildebrand, who directed the policy of the papal see, realised the value of 
tho friendship thus gained; and seeing that tho Normans were anxious to 
oatablisii a legitimate claim to their conquests in lower Italy and Sicily, he 
induced them to accept their lands in fee from St. Peter, after which they 
bcoamo loyal vassals of tho pope. This oircumsbauce, together with the rise 
of Gottfried’s power, obliged tlie emperor to undertake a fresli expedition to 
Romo. In tlio matter of the Normans, Henry^ could achieve nothing, for 
iiffaira in Germany had obliged him to return thither with all speed. ^ 

Disaffection was rifo among the nobles throughout the empire, for 
Henry, like his fatlior, luul endeavoured to secure tlie dukedoms for hia own 
fiunilv, or to confer thorn on men of no consequence who should be depend¬ 
ent upon liiniself. The Saxons, whose ancient pride could ill brook the rule 
of a I'h'anoonian, bore him the bitterest ill-will of all, and, of the Saxons, tho 
ducal liouso of Billing most keenly resented tho wrongs winch, like many 
other great Saxon families, it believed it had suffered at the hands 01 the 
omporor and his friends. The expenses of the court, which the emperor 
UHuallv hold at Goslar to keep the S<axoii.s in olieck, also weighed heavily 
upon tho province. Tho nobility were in a ferment throughout the empire 5 
the omporor held them down with iron hand, but his position was in truth 
even sucli as one of his faithful councillors and friends saw m a dream: 
« The omporor stood before his throne, sword in hand, and cried mt\i a terri¬ 
ble oountonanco that ho would yet smite down all his enemies. But he was 
siiatoliod from the onipiro in the flower of hia age, when its need of a strong 
ihilor was sorest. The poiie was on a visit to him, and lua nobles were 
gathered about him in his palace at Bodfold in the Harz, where 
hir a fow days to enjoy tho pleasures of the chase. 

tl.o lie™ of ,1 dofoal infliolod on Saxon levies by tubes at P i^ 

lava, in tho angle between the upper Havel and the El^be. The evil tidings 
wire soon followed by the death of the,great monarch, and hia empire was 
loft to a oluld six years old, helpless in the face of the evil days to come. 
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IIKNIIV IV (1050-1100 A.D.) 

Tho first- omporoi'-s of tho hoiwo of Friiiiconiii Imcl di-iiwu in tlio roin.s 
of govorninont so tiglibly tluit tho (ionimii priiiocs .soomod to hivvo fiillou 
onoo moro upon tho limes of (Jluivlcs and Otto tho (iroiiL, lUit tho old in- 
tractiihility which pi-ovoiitod coinidoto union was still ju^tivo in tho (h)rniiiu 
nicos, and Lliis instinot was now rciiiforcod hytho priviiLo iniorost of tho 
grout nobles who found tho autliority of tho ompiro incsonio when too vigor¬ 
ously wielded, and wlioso sovoroign privilogoH luul boon groatly roducod 
imdor Conmcl II and Henry HI. 'L'ho moinont was thorofnro propitious Uy 
all who hated a strong and united einpiro, for n oJiild Icing now Hiieooodi-d 
the sti'ongOHb and stornost rnlor the oinpiro had oven’ known. Tho oinpross 
Agnes was to nndertuko tho rogonoy for Urn youtliful nionaviih, Uonvy 
as'Theoplumo had dono for Otto HI. Slio did so with Bishop Ilonry ol 
Augsburg for lior advisor. But onvy, HoUishnons, mid purlidy wore alroady 
at work uiuleriuiuing tho powor of tho crown. Uudor the first Eraneoniiiii 
monarobs times and manaors had boon riido and liard, Init now all rostraiut 
was Hung aside and overy coasidoration <»f right and foully Hooinod to have 
departed from tho einpiro. 

Troubles prosoutly began to ferinonl; lioro and there in Smeony a rninoiu* 
ran of uttoinpts on tho young king’.s life. Agno.s was soon forced to nuilco 
large ooikjoshIous in order to gain friiinds, who proved untrustworthy after 
all. A Saxon noble, Otto, of the family of Nordhoiin, a riujo ukiii to the 
Billing.s, whoso hereditary seat lay oloso to tho motlei’u town of (h'ittingon, 
roooived from tlio oinpross tho dmdiy of Bavaria, wliiuli Henry IH had 
iieciiiired for liis own liouso. Itinlolf von llhoinfelden, a Burgmutian noble, 
worked Ids way into tho ompress* good graces, and roeoiveil tlio duuhy of 
Swuhia togetlior with the Iimnl of tho danghtor of the oiUjirosH. 'The duoliy 
of Cui'iiithia was Lnvon to Bortbold,a/jalinngiuii. If only Die empress oonhl 
have pui'chaKud /iclolity by those c-oncossions 1 But not one of thesii men 
was triistwortJiy; end Uie moving spirit of «)) tJm plots whitOi ninmd «t 
wresting tho sovovcign power from the oniproMs and bestowing it on (he uoIiIch 
of the empire, was ArclihiKhop Hanno of (’ologno, a man of low origin, but 
aiubitinus, harsh, crafty, and imnning, although outwardly wearing the soiu* 
bianco of the sanotily of tlm cloister, it was natural Unit the powei' of tlio 
ompii'o should decline abroad — in Italy, in irungury, and over tho Wends ; 
and tho fact was laid to tlie cliargo of IhoemtirosM, together with the aeeusa- 
tion that sho was hriiiging up her son Urn elTeminalely. In brief a eriiniiial 
project was maturing in Ifaimo’s lieart u.s in the hearts of the ])i'ineeH, bis 
allies. 'L’lie (impress was then at Kaisorwerthon tho Uliine with her twelve- 
year-old son, wlmii llaiino appeared at lior court, and aflor u fostivo liaiKjUet 
invited tlio young king to take an excursion on tho Uhinc in lus beautiful 
boat. The boy embarked unHu.s]jectingly with Humio, Logcllier witli some of 
tho conspirators : tho l)ishoj>*s serfs pUod thoir oars and llio bout was ipiielcly 
under way. Tlio laiuonfcationH of Uio young king’s mother jinrsueii liiin frnin 
her balcony ; the jioople followed on tlio banks, cur,sing the robbers ; and tlio 
boy liimself, alarmed and foavingthc worst, jum])od into tlu) river, from whicli 
he was rescued with diflioulty. But tho plot luul sueecedod and llnnno, wlin 
now had tho )'ouiig king in Ins own hands, Huccoeded, hy tlio help ol the 
nobles, in iisauining the reins of power at tho bond of Llie bishops. 

IMalters wore not thereby mended in the empire. 'Dm oinpross soon I’o- 
tired from the world and ended her #lays in Italy, ooenpied in works of piety. 
Under Ilauno’a administration any man who pleased laid luuuls on the royal 
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demosnes ; and a few years later the young king was an eye-witness of mor¬ 
tal combat in the cathedral at Goalar, where brawling ecclesiastics fought 
for temporal honours in tho very sanctuary. 

Such an education sowed tho seeds of mistrust, bitterness, and hatred in 
tho heart of the young rulor» and as soon as he was able he throw himself 
into iho arms of a di^avent gnido, Arch bishop Adalbert of Bremen. The 
latter, no leas ambitious than Hanno, and even prouder, sought to exalt liia 
famous inctropcliLan see, whence missions still went forth across tho North 
Sea and the Baltio, to the position of the patriarchate of tho north. Form¬ 
erly the friend of Henry III, he now aoiiglit to win tho friendship of the 
youthful Henry-IV. "When Henry attained the age of sixteen ho declared 
him of age, according to Gorman law, by girding him with the sword, but 
for some years lie continued to direct hla unripe youth. In his endeavours 
Adalbert frecpicntly incurred tho displeasure of the Saxon nobles. Their 
intentions, as a matter of fact, were evil, and it was against them that he 
fostered tho young king’s suspicions. Meanwhile the latter began to grow 
up to independent manhood. Of tho authority, poperty, and prerogatives 
of his predecessors, lie found but little left: all his efforts were directed to 
their roeovory, and in pursuit of this end he manifested the iron will of his 
forefathers, Their hot blood flowed also in his veins, inciting him to occa¬ 
sional arbitrary acts, and above all to excesses which were magnified by the 
slanderous tongues of bis enemies. He firat sought to subdue Saxony. 
Tho jncflns ho ompJoyod ioi 1 } 2 © purpose wore sh^ rts the '^ormnns h«d 
adopted in lower Italy 5 he erected strongholds in commanding situations 
ill the land. From these cenlros, however, many nets of violence were 
perpetrated in the surrounding country, and ho thus aroused the wrath, not 
onW of individual nobles, but of tho whole Saxon race. 

But ilonry did more than this to compass the fall of tho enemies who 
hud ruled for so long. About this time a man arose to accuse Otto of Nor- 
donlieira, duke of Bavaria, of having conspired against th© king’s life, and 
offered to prove tho oliargo by ordeal. Henry deposed the duke, laid him 
under tho ban of tho empire, together with Magnus of Saxony, of the houso 
of Billing, and presently throw the latter into the dungeon of the Haraburg. 
Ho Hooined bout upon completely abolishing the duchy of &axoiiy 5 hut 
Bavaria ho gave to a momber of the ancient Swabian dynasty. Welt by 
numo. Meamvliilo Adalbert had died, after having seen all Ms plans go to 
wrook; for the Wonds oast of tlie Elbe, among whom he had hoped to estab¬ 
lish hi.s suffragan bishoprics hy tho help of Godschalk, one of their own 
cliiofs, had robollod, and extirpated Christianity for the time and for long 
aflcrwanls, within ibeir borders. 

I-Icury IV had begun his reign with vigonr. This ciroumsUnce only has- 
lonod the formation of conspiracies against him among the nobles through¬ 
out tho empire. In Saxony, the wholo nation was in a ferment clergy, 
nobles, and commons. All oomplained of mtolcrablo 
from Henry’s strongholds. At tfie head of the league now stood Otto 

of Nordheiiii. In South Germany, Rudolf of Swabia was in accord with him, 

WqU and Hanno wore equally aware of the plot. an intemt in 

bv Hildebrand, now cardinal subdeacon, also began to take an 
(hirniaii ulIau’H! lie zealously opposed his ecclesiastical authority to the ev 
Itary. who Uled for a divorce from Bertha his noble wife; 
and iTo also ^ght to^intervene as mediator at the ^T-Bofthe Saxons 

Meanwhilo the whole empire was o|i tho verge of lebellion. 1^ the ye 
1078 the Saxons rose as one man, and marched m a body sixty tliousan 
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sLronff io IlaiKburg near Goalnr, n wisUo on u lofLy tiominiuiding 

a wide view of the surroundiiif' ooiintry, whioli the kln^i had niado into ii 
sLatoly royal resideneo. llonry, aftur usoIobh ncjijoLiiiUonH, barely escaped 
by lliglil. Wliuu lie triod to giithor bho priiieoa of tlio (aapiro around him, 
none appeared; nay, the idoa of deworting him ullogeLlun- and oleeting 
anoihoT omperor waa openly inoobcd. At, Huh cvimK the iowiia alone proved 
truo to Ihniry from llio ontHob; and wliilnb bhcHO nogotiationH Avoro pomling, 
lie lay Hick io cleaili in iho loyal city of Wornm. Ihil ho liail Hoavcoly 
rocovoi'od beCoro ho Jnei and dofoalod llio foreign fou in Hungary; and ilioii 
Aviili reHileaa acdivily ho burned to aITjdrH at lioino. Ho Htill had Homo 
fihmds; tlio avdlihiahop of Main/., Iho ilukeH of Lorniino and Mohoinia, 
and Wolf of Ihivaria (anno ovor on JiIh sidy; ami linally oven Rudolf, who 
Hliorily l)ofuro had laid biro moat U-euHomil)le plola againai Iiiin, Ihonglit ii 
advisahlo io make a froali diaplay of devolion. (^oiuiord hotwmm Iho Sovdh 
(ieriuau priiioea and ,Saxona wiia ui an end, iiml Henry Hkilfidly made imo of 
ilicir (UsHonHiona. 

In iho waidounea.s of victory iho Saxona had <loHtvoy(a1 ilio riar/.bui'g ; 
they had ovcm Imvnod a (dmreh and domnunvlod gravoH ; the arolduHlioji of 
]\Iaur/. (nx{joniiinniioalod Uiom for lijo HaeriU'ge ; and in ilio Huiniiier of 1075 
Ilonry IV initrohed agahiHt ilmm, williauolia aplondid array an fow empertU'H 
hoEoro him had led, in Kpito of their proJTora of alonoment and HiihnuHHiuu. 
Honvy eould have hroughi iho nmilor to u )M«iic.ofiil isHue, iniKjli io IiIh own 
advantage and that of his people, but Iuh hooI lldrHled for vimgeama); he 
HurpriHod bho Saxona and thoir l^iiuringmn allicH at Ihdionlmig In ilio 
meadowH on Iho ljuairui, not far fr(Hu hangoiiHul/a. IHh army ranged in 
iho same ordor uh that of Otto iho (Jnsat ui bho l)utl.lo of llui l.cch, gained a 
Haugulmuy vioiory (1075). Rut ({ormau had fimgld. ugaiuHi Ocvuuui, and 
on iho ovoniiig of ihohatilo loud lumoiiiabimm broken I'orih in iho royal army 
for iho fallen, many of whom laid laum Hlalii l>y the handrt of thoir own kin. 
Novoi'ihol(3HS Uciiry wuh now muHior (»f Saxony and lord of all (tyi’iiuuiv; lu) 
Hoomed io have eHtuhliHluKl liw ihronu (irmly one(» more. So ho wouhl have 
done, in all likelihood, had ho nut im 2 >vu<lunily involvml hiniKulf in a muoli 
more Horious (piarrol. 


(JUAUUKL nR'PWKWN TTKNUY IV Ann (}UK(K)UY VII 

Wo know Ilow, amidHi iho indewndhablo hnrhariHin, miatny, iind violono<i 
of iliG olovoiilli ceniiuy, a roConirniion of inoralH, ihimgli in u ghumiy mnnuH- 
iio form, had proooeded from Urn (amvont (»f (3\uny ; and bow Ihe ompovor 
Ilonry HI him.soU had cndoavoiirtid io ])roinoio it. 'riiroiigh HUdehrand 
this reforination was iransforrod to Konm, io iho oouri of iho popiiN, who for 
nearly two ooniurios laid boon ohliviouH (»f ilio voiaillon aHoidhed io Ihom by 
the faith of ihe ago. As long os Uoiuy 111 wan alive, Uie Rouuiuh on whom 
the eloolion Hiill (lopoiulod liml, by llihlohraiid'H udvioo, allowed iho om[)in'or 
io doHignato iho popes. During bho minority of Henry IV, iho (doetion was 
for th(j lirsi iiino eominitiod bo bho oollego of oardlnalH ; and in 1075 Hilde¬ 
brand was olcjcicd popo under bho title of (Jrogoiy VII. 

Tliin groat and gifted man iminudiaioly prooooded to oarry his own idoim 
inlo praoiioo. Ho would luivo bho uhuroli bhoneoforili freo from all temporal 
authority, that of the omporor included. IIo Uiornforo iHHuod an edioL, whi(!li 
had already boon sngge.sCed in oarliw oomiHolu hut novor earriod out, pro- 
eoribing the celibacy of iho clergy. XJuluimiierod by wife, child, and earthly 
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ciii’09, tli0 clergy were in future to feel themselves merely members of a 
powerful ecclesiastical commuiuty, receiving orders from Rome, from the 
successor of St. Peter, the vicegerent of God and Christ upon earth. This 
edict, deeply ns it touched the life of the nation, might seem to affect the 
emperor but slightly ; yet a second struck at the roots of his power. 
Henceforth neither the emperor nor any terajjoral sovereign was to appoint 
bishops ; in the phraseology of the time the investiture—the confer- 
ring of the ring and crosier, the symbols of episcopal office —was no longer 
to be ill the hands of laymen. The cathedral chapter, that is to say the col¬ 
lege of clergy attached to each cathedral, was to make the election, the pope 
to confirm it; no gift nor purchase was to be made on elevation to the sacred 
olTice, otherwise the candidate was guilty of simony, as the offence was styled, 
])y a refoi'onco to Acts, viii, 18. 

This edict was a heavy blow to the German moimrchs, for since the reign 
of Henry 11 they had aouglit and found support among tlie bishops against 
the iuoroasing power of the nobles. Tlio estates of the church formed a con- 
sidevnblo portion of the imperial territory; the monarch disposed of them and 
of thoir revenues if he appointed bishops, as lie had always done up to this 
tune. Many of Henry IV’b appointments liad been made, not with his father’s 
strict regard for clerical filuess, but for his own profit and to meet the needs 
of tho moment. Some of these bishops had paid money to Henry’s counsel¬ 
lors for thoir appointment, and for this, in 1076, Gregory VII put them as 
well as tho oounsellors undortho ban, demanding of the king to depose them, 
and threatening him with tho punishment of the church if he refused. Long 
hud Homy watched uiiwilliugly the oncroaohments of the pope; after the 
victory over tho Saxons had restored his power in the empire, ho attempted, 
following tho example of his father, to depose Gregory —without reflecting 
liow much weaker his power was than his father’s, and how much nobler 
and greater was the mind of Gregory VII t)mn were tliose of tho previous 
popes. At Worms in 1076 ho hold a synod of German bishops, wlio neither 
Iry thoir worthy living nor their education could be called mirrors of the 
church. IJy them on a trumped-up accusation ho had Gregory VII deposed. 
Gregory replied with tlio ban in 1076. This was the first time a pope had 
attempted this measure against a German king. And Henry was soon to 
realise what a ban, which at that time loosed idl bonds of feudal obedience, 
sigiiifiGd. It was the signal for iho princes, who jealously saw the royal 
power restored, to desorb him. In tho autumn of the same year they held a 
diet at 'ih'ibuv on the old election field, and sent word to the king that if in 
a year and a day ho was nob free from the ban, they could no longer consider 
hiiii thoir lord. 

Homy saw himself deserted by all» he heard that Gregory VII was 
already on iho way to Germany to adjudge his cause. Ho resolved on a 
roconoiliaiion with the pope as the best way out of his troubles. ^ He started 
in tho severe winter, when tlie rivers were almost frozen in thoir beds, and 
crossed tlio siiow-oovored Alps, not as his predecessors with a formidable 
army, but as a penitent, accompanied by Iiis noble-minded wife, a few faith¬ 
ful servants, and tlioso placed under the ban with him. In Lombardy, m 
which a strong oppo.sition prevailed against Gregory s innovationa, he had 
been offerod means of Tesisfcanco, but Iw them, and ImteuecL to 

Ganossii, the fortress of tlio powerful Countess Matilda of rusoany, a daugh- 
tov of that Iloatrico who had once caused Henry III such anxiety, bhe was 
as devoted to Gregory VII as to an eccliosiaatical father, and now offered him 
Jier castle. Ilonry did not come as on assailant, but as a supplicant.^ 
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So ijictureHquo niul imporlimt wuh tliid tluU iUmn ftvUou into 

pT^^ovU, M\d to Cwuwaa” iw ft motuphoi* of hiinuUuUoii. 'Uko cow 

tuast botweon Iloiuy IV’s boggar-lilco ponnnco imil tko inaiinor in whioli hisj 
fovofivfciiorH -wont into Italy and Iko maiinor in -wliiuli tho popoH rocoivod 
tlioni, iH vivid enougk to merit u liberal (luotiilioii from tho old hiHtorum 
Lamtet vow llOL'8fQLd>!/ a contemporary of tho event l»o doHoriboH.d 


“GOINO to CANOSHA’*: a OONTKMPOUAllV AOOOUNT 

Henry IV arrived ns be liad boon ordered, and the oiistlo being eur- 
rounded by tliroo walls, he was received in tho eirouit of tlio Hoeond •walk 
which wont round tho oastlo, the wliolo ot his followers remaining oiiisido, and 

there, having put down tho (msigiiH of 
his dignity as a icing, and without 
any orimiHeuU, luiving no longer any 
inagniUeont wearing apparid* lie sLooll 
witli liaro feot> fasting from morning 
wwUl v,vv,uiwg, \w\s\Uwg lUv\ 
of tho Homan i>ope. 'I'lins lie spent 
his second, yea, ids tliird day I Only 
on tho fonvtli day was lie led hoforo 
lviui> ftud wCtev uuiidi Lalklug to and 
fro, delivered from the ban under the 
following ooiuUtions: 

(1) 'lliat lie slioulil be jn’oHOut at 
any day or plueo Lbe po[ie sbould de- 
ento upon and, all tho priuees having’ 
boenuHHomhlud for a general meeting, 
lind Ills way there to roply to llu» 
ehurgoH which wore to bo brought 
uguinst him; the pope moanwhilo, if 
HO it ])leuso<l him, sitting on tho jiulg-' 
niont-scat» (o domdo the matter. Afliw 
tills soiitooee ho wim to keep (ho em- 
jnve, wore ho ahhi lo disiiid ilie aoon- 
salions, or he was to lose it without 
anger, if, after having Imen convieUMl, 
ho should be judged aeoording fo tbo 
Iwwu eC W\\\ vdwivwivwwwwvthy of veywl 
honours. But whether be kejit ilio 
realm or lost it, ho never on any iie- 
eount or at any time should l,ake 
roYoiige on any hiimun being for this 
humiliation. 

(il) T'ill tho day, liowovev, when 
his affair should bo settled by lawful instigatioii, ho must not ime any ajipurel 
of kingly Hplondouv, nor token of kingly dignity, nmlortako nothing hearing 
upon tho organisation of tho atato, ordinurily Ins rigid, nor decide anything 
wliicli ougliL to bo valid. 

(51) Except calling in tho taxes iiidispousable Cor (he Iceep of hiinseU and 
his own peoplo, ho was to use nokhwgly ev puhlic moneys. As lo all tho.so 
who hwi\ sworn aUogiimco lohiin, they were lo bo Iroe and roTiovod of tin) 



lIlCNUT iv 

(SnJiml on llio ou lih lnm)i) 



THE ERANCONIAN DYKASTY Rfti 

[1077 A.1) ] 

thvfiklom of the oath and of the duty to keep true to him before God and 

lUiUl I 


1 1 Ruotbert, bishop of Bamberg, An- 

clalncli YOU Coslieim, and tlie others by whose counsels he had destroyed 
lumsoit as well as Ins emprre, and never again admit them into his iutiinato 
companionship. 

(6) Should lie, after contestation of the accusations, remain at tho head 
ol tho empire, newly ati-engthened and powerful, he must always be sub- 
missive to the pope and obey his command, and be on his side to improve 
everything against the laws of the church, which in his realm had taken 
root in oonaeciiieiice of bad habits, yea, do all in his powder to reach that 
goal. 


(6) lunally, should he in the future act agaimst one of these points, 
tho dehvoriince from tho ban wliieh had been so ardently longed for would 
be considered as null and void, yea, be would be regarded as convicted and 
having confosacd, and no further bearing would be granted to him to declare 
Ilia innocence, As to tho princes of the empire being permitted to join their 
votes and so elect another king, they might do so without being further 
examined, and were relieved from all duties of allegiance. 

Tlio king nocopted these conditions with joy and with the most aolemu 
naaurancQs promised to fulfil them. However, there was little confidence 
felt ill his word, thorofore the abbot of Cloninca, who declined to take the 
oath on account of his priestly vows, pledged his troth before the eyes of 
the uU-sceing God; the bishop of ZeUs, tho bishop of Vercolli, the markgraf 
A’ao aiid tho other princes took oath, putting their hands on tho bonos of tho 
saiiitS) wliioh woro presented to them, that tho king would not be led away from 
big mirpoae, neither through any trouble, nor through the change of events. 

Thus having been mado free from excommunication the pope said a high 
mass calling the king with tho rest of the assistants. After having offered 
tho saorifico of the sacrament, he said to the crowd wliioh was numerous 
avonnd the altar, whilst holding in his hand the body of Christ—the sacred 
broad *. “ Not long ago I have received writings from you and your follow¬ 
ers, wherein you accused mo of ascending the apostolic chair by the heresy 
of simony, and that before receiving my episcopate and after its reception 
I have soiled my life with some oilier crimes; which according to the stat¬ 
utes of the canon forbid me to approach the holy sacraments. By the word 
of many wituoascs, wortliy ones beyond a doubt, I might refute the accusa¬ 
tions ; I speak of witnesses W'lio know my whole Hfo to tho very fullest from 
my early youth. I also speak of those who have advanced my nomination 
to tho holy SCO. You must not believe though that I depend upon human 
ratlioi' than upon divine testimony; to free each and all from this error, and 
tliat ill the very shortest time, the sacrament, of ■ndiich I am about to partake, 
slmll bo to mo to-day a touchstone of my innocence. May tho all-powerful 
God by hi.s decree speak me either free from oven the suspicion of the crime 
I am accused of, or make me die a sudden death if I am guilty.” 

Those words and others ho spoke, such solemn usage being customary, 
and called upon the Lord to support him, he being the most just of judges 
au(l tlio protector of iniioconco; then ho partook of the sacrament. Having 
parUvkoii of it with the greatest calm, and tlie multitude having raised a 
shout to the honour of God, which was at the same time a homage to inno- 
ceneo, ho turned, after silence was restored, to^va^ds the king, saying : 

“ i)o now, my son, if it pleases ygn, what you have seen me do. The 
pi'inooa of Germany trouble us every day with their complaints; they put 
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upon yoiu’ ahouklors a fri-eal, lout! of tomblo criincH, on uceoimt, of wliioh 
ilioy doom thai you aliould bo kept away, and Uuh up to your very oiid, not 
only from all tfiroGlion of public nltsura, but iiIho from froiiuentin^ iliu 
olmroh, and that you aliould bo held aloof from all intorcourHO in civil life. 
Tlioy also iiak most prosain^dy that a day may be appointed and autlionce 
given for a full canonical invoaligatioii of tho aoeusationB Ibey are ^oing 
to bring forward iigaiimL you. You yourself know beat that human judg¬ 
ment is goiiemlly decoptivo, and that in xmblio lawHuiiH often the false 
instead of the true is aecoidcd, tliingH being wrongly expounded; one likes 
to liatoii to the spiaielios of clo(inont men, Bpeeclies rich by natural gifts, l)y 
the rioline.ss and obarm of exproBHionn, one likoa to lisUm to niiLniLlis garbed 
witli tho beauty of words — and you lcn(»w, too, that Lruili uimssiHt{',d by olo- 
(pmneo is not oonsidored. In order to I)otLer your (!onditi(ni, liavo j'ou not 
in your misfortunes most ardently asked tbo pr(»U'otion of the ebair of the 
apostle ? In that ease do no^v wluvL I advise you to do. If you know tliat 
you are iunoeonfc, and are cognisaut that your gissl iiaino is Ireaelieronsly 
attuoked, deliver the cluircli of (iod from Heuinlal and yonrsell' from thiy 
doubtful issue of tho long strife in tbo slmrtost way po.ssihlo, ami j)artiike of 
the part of tho body of tho laml tlmt yoL romaijiH, You will IbuH jirove 
your innnooneo liy tho tostimony of (lod and will shut ovojy mouth tlail 
spoaks wrongly against you, Mon in tlie futuro and tlioso knowing tins roid 
stato of IhingH, will he tho most ardent defendors of y(uir ijnuxnnu'e; the 
prinoos will rueoneilo themaolvos with you, llio ompiro will lie given Imek, 
and all storius of war which luivo Lroublo-d tbo roiilin ftir so long a limu, 
will bo quieted forever,” 

Thoroupou tlio king, dazed by tho uno.xj)oolo<l turn of (lie whole aflalr, 
liogan to waver, to cast about for ox])odimits, to take iiounstjl with Ids faudl- 
ini'8 tiway from tlio crowd, and full of fear to oonsidur wind ho imist do and 
how to Gsoiij,)0 tho ne<50SHity of ho uwJul a trial. Having giduod eourage, be 
began to give tli<5 pope as a i>ret(?xt tho nbsmuHi of the prineoH, of thoHO 
princes at least who had sliown Inin unsworviug lidolity during Ids ndsfor- 
tunes 5 and without wlioso oouiiHola bo could not act; hi the ulisenao of Ids 
acousors, moroovor, as ho said, any proof of inuooonoo wldeh ho might furnish 
as to his justilioatlon, before the few wJio wero presont, would ho useless iiml 
without avail boforoLlio incredulous. (JonsoquouLly ho urgently asked tlie jiiijie 
to keep the iinittor uneluiugod for tlio general assonibly and a ])ublie luMU'ing, 
that ho iiiiglit openly refute bi.H luamsorH; and Unis tost tlie aceusations as well 
as tho aocuHOVs, who should previously buvo boon axaiidned aeoording to tlie 
laws of the churdi. IJiuler llieHO conditions alone rocognised liy the in’iuees 
of the empire to bo fair and just would he be able to exmilpate Idniself. 

'riio pope willingly graiitod 1dm tliis requeHt; after mieoiu|dishinoiit of 
Uio holy onicos ho invited tlio king for breakfast, Hum disniissiul him in the 
kindest inaiiiior poHsiblo, after having carefully told Idni all he had to mind, 
and sent him with Ids blessing back to Ids own iieojilo, who liad rimiaincd 
outsido of tlio castlo. Ho Imd sent the bishop Kjipa of /adls outside, to 
roloaso tboso from tho ban who lind bold coiiimunioalion with tho kingwldlst 
ho had boon oxonininiiidcaicd, and tliis out of kindness, so that ho might not 
aoiUlic just acquired communication with the eliureli.ff 

Tho wearer of the imperial crown could no moro claim to ho tlio higliost 
power on carbli, created by and nnswerablo to God alone. (Irugory liad 
extorted the rooogidtioii of tho absolute superiority of the spiritual dominion; 
proclaiming that to tho pope, ns GodVvicar, all mankind arc subjoot and all 
rulers rcaponsiblo.i 



THiJ I’EANCOHIAK DYNASTY 


65S 


[1077-1080 Aj) ] 

HENUY’B STRUQGLli TO REGAIN POWER (1077-1090 A.D.) 

Thus the king was freed from the ban, but whilst he was still in Italy, 
the Geriiiixii princes elected another king, Rudolf of Swabia, his brother- 
in-law, whom the towns immediately rejected. The pope wished to decide 
which of the two deserved to be king. At this Henry’s courage aivoke and 
he took up anus. He was again put under the ban, but he continued to 
fight witli oxhaiistless energy in Germany. The whole land was devastated 
and much blood was shed. Fortune 
wavered for a long time from one side 
to the other and most of tlie nobles 
wavered with it. But Henry found a 
true support in the young Frederick of 
Hohenstivufen, a Swabian noble, who 
first brought fame to his house and to 
whom Henry later gave his daughter 
in marriage, investing him at the same 
time with the duchy of Swabia. Bo¬ 
hemia, wlioso duke he soon invested 
with the title of king, was faitliful to 
liim in the fight. In 1080 Rudolf fell 
in a battle which bid fair to end vic¬ 
toriously for him at Alersoburg, slain it 
is aaid by the hand of the young God¬ 
frey do Bouillon, the son of the duke 
of Lorniiiie who was later to gam still 
greater honours. 

Henry had hy this time so far re¬ 
gained his power that ho could raise up 
ail anti-pope, and undortako a Roman 
campaign against Gregory VII. Ho 
prcHHfld the hitter hard in Rome, but with 
iron resolution Gregory refused to enter 
into treaty with the banned. Just when 
liie need was greatest, the Normans who 
liastoned up under thoir king Robert 
GiiiHoard (the son of Tailored de Haute- 
villc) Haved him from imprisonment. 

He died a fugitive amongst them at Sal¬ 
erno ( 1086 ) without removing the ban _ TTiHnidomitFlble 

Cvom Ilemy. and with tha consciousness ot being n maityr H s I'ldoimtabte 

Niiii'it his hiffli ideas ot tlio papacy, clcscended to bis sncoessoi. Heniy IV 
ontivaudiyidio^S^ci to -^,tiie i— ciown from 
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stroved the relations between nim ana ino puiicwi 

tune destined for him had not yelj>e 0 n eniiliied. carried 
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enough, wiiliouL loiiyiiig any ti'iico, tlio mass of iho people and Uio emperov 
Henry IV; il was almost, with ftslonislimont that the uiU'estraimKl swarms 
of the lievniit wore hgoii passing through Hermnny, and next giving vent lc> 
their wild religious zeal by murdoriiig tlio Jews. 'J'liciii uaiiio the regular 
crusaders* army under Godfrey de Uouillon, a Gorman imperial prinee, who 
in 1091) really conciuerod tlio Holy Sepulchre, and whose brother won tho 
royal crown of Jerusalem.^ 

Tliougli tho death of Gregory Vll delivcied tlio emperor from his most 
dangGi’OUB enemy, he found himself compolled to struggle with a rival in 
tho emi)ii'o, who had been raisml hy the ndhoreuts of the deueased Rudolf. 
Whilst Ilenry was busied in h(*siegiiig Romo, Iformami of Luxemluirg I’e- 
eoived the erown of Germany, and avuh supportctl hy the Saxon prinees, by 
Wolf, dulto of llavaria, and b}^ some of the states of Swabia, d'he uLmo.st dis¬ 
traction prevailed tlirougItotR and th(5 hi.siiop.s dLstijiguislicd tlium- 

solvoB by tho zeal with whu^h they aiiiinatcjd tho oontouding parti e.s. Whilst 
.some, under tlie iiiilueiico of tho papal legato, uphold tlio exeomnuniication 
of Ilonry, oiliers deehirod Rojie Gregory’s pimcoedings utterly ilhigal and void, 
and recognised tiio aiiti-pojm Glomonl Ill as tho true lu‘ud of the eliuroh. 

Against tho yaxoiis Uioarms of the omporor were in the first jdaco turned ; 
but amongst tluiso rebels great discord provuiled; and the anti-ea'sar ller- 
niaim incurred iho eensuros of Mio ehiiroh for i*ontru<*tjiig a marriugu witliiu 
tliQ prohibited degrees, hluny of Uio Saxons voluntarily returned to llieir 
nllogiance; and Uoiuy suoceodcil in mustornig tl»e remainder, tbougb not 
witliont a severe slrugglo and a .sanguinaiy defeat nl; J’ioieljfeld. Hermann 
of Tjuxoinbnrg, now fallen into general eontempU olitiiined pormissiou from 
Henry to retire to liis juitriiuoiiy in borraine; and perislied soon afterwards 
ill a mook attack on one of his own lawtles (1088). 

Ill tlio midst of tills oonfimioii the emperor had still Hnlbeient authority 
to dispose of two crowns. Out of gratitude to his faithful ally, WratiHlaw, 
duke of Dohomia, he conferred on liim tho royal title, and caused him to be 
arnwiied Jdng at Rruguc hy the archhisliop of 'IVhves. Ami at Aachen, Gon- 
rad, olde.st son of Henry,\vas auointeil king of Germany by tbe urohbi.sliop 
of Cologne in ilio year L087. 

Resides the roliellious Saxons the emperor was oomiiclli'd to Lake arms 
against bis coiisiu-gcrmau, Rckhert, markgraf of 'riinringiu, who now iispired 
to the impoml dignity. Another competitor was also in tho licld, Inululf, 
Guko of (Jarintliia. Rut these rival olaium were witliout dillicidty silenced. 
Eclcbert whs Hurprtsed and slain in a mill near Mnmswick, by the vassals of 
Adelaide, ablies.s of Quedlluhurg, the emperor’s .sister; and Jjudolf died 
^ibout tho saiuo period without striking a blow. 


IIKNJIY AND OONllAD 

Peace being thus restored in Gornumy, Henry made baste to revisit Italy, 
whore he lioped to reap advantage from tho death of his areli-foe, Poiic (Jreg- 
•ovy VII. After llio short poiitUicato of Victor 111, Urban 11 was I'liiscd to 
the papacy; and, as lie seemed resolved to tread in the steps of Gregory, lie 
Tcccivcd tho cordial support of the countess hlalilda. 'J’hat lu■illce^ss hud 
entered into a second marriiigo with Wolf, son of Wolf VI, dnko of Ra- 
Yuria, a union whioh ranged one of the mast J’ormiduldo of jho German 
iioblea against the fortunes of Hcnt^y. After laying waste iho estates of 
Hatilda in Lorraine the eniporor arrived in Ivombartiy, besieged and took 



THE EIIANCOHIAH CraASTY 


655 


[1087-1101 A,D.] 

Mantua, and received considerable encoiimgement by the rupture of Welf 
with the countesa, and the desertion, of the father and son from the papal 
cause. ^ ^ 

But these propitious events were more than countervailed by the rebel¬ 
lion of hia own son, Conrad, whose unnatural ambition tempted him to this 
fatal step. ^ Seduced by the blandishments of Matilda and the pope, he was 
crowned Icing of Italy at Milan, with tlie promise of the imperial dignity on 
condition of hia yielding the great question of investitures. Fortunately 
the contagion was eouriiied to Italy; and, on his return to Germany, Henry 
IV found no marlca of disaffection. The assembled states maintained their 
fidelity, declared Conrad to have forfeited the crown, and elected in his 
stead Henry, second son of the emperor, who swore to respect his father’s 
authority, iincl abstain from interfering in the government. The services of 
the imperial partisans were liberally rewarded, and to Welf VI were re¬ 
stored the duchy of Bavaria and other states whicli he had forfeited by his 
former rebellion. The guilty Conrad soon found his visions of dominion 
entirely dissipated. Discoui-aged by the fidelity of the Germans to the 
emperor the eupporters of the young prince fell rapidly away, and he died 
deserted and despised at Florence, not ^Yithout suspicion of poison (1101). 

Henry IV now again announced his intention of visiting Italy, in the 
hope of ofCooting a reconciliation hotween the empire and the popedom. 
But hia soheraes were at once frustrated by a new rebellion. Neither re- 
garding the oath ho had solemnly sworn, nor admonished by the example of 
his brother’s fall, Henry, second son of the emperor, impatient of the long 
reign of hia father, appeared in arms against him. The rebellious prince 
found a warm supporter in Fopo Paschal 11, who succeeded Urban II in 1099, 
and in a council hold in Home solemnly renewed. t)ie censures ^YlucIl his 
predooeasor Gregory had thundered against Henry. No pretension of the 
see of Home was more odious than the right it assumed to absolve men from 
oaths deliberately taken; and the now pope taught the prince to believe that 
tho excommunication of his father completely Seed him from all obligation. 
Ill the bitterness of liis heart tlie afflicted Henry attempted to recall his son 
to a senao of duty by the most gentle and toucliing exhortations; but these 
mild cfEoria were entirely lost upon tho prince, who resolutely declared his 
detormiiiation to avoid all intercourse with a man excommunicated.* 


END OF HENRY IV 

Perliaps he feared that through tho growing weakness of his father 
more of the royal power might he lost; perhaps liis ambition could not wait 
for the time when the crown would fall to him, or he feared that another 
would be elected in his stead ; at any rate in 1105 he rebelled. Most of the 
German princes wore on his side. Tho exasperated father likewise prepared 
for combat, and a civil war more cruel tlian any foi^mer ones shattered the 
ompiro. 

On the river Regcu father and son stood face to face, the former still 
strong tlu’ougii the support of Leopold of Austria and the duke of Bohemia, 
8kirmiahing wont on for three days without anything decisive having 
onciuTod, and then young Henry won over Leopold of Austria by the 
promise to give him his sister Agnes, the widow of the great Staufen, in 
iiiarriago. With him all deserted the aged emperor, and he stood alone 
as Louis tho I*ious had once stood tn tlio Ltigenfeld. But the kindly 
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feeling -wluoli Iuh prodocoHHora, tiiid ospocmlly ho himyolf, Juul hIiowh to tliu 
towno now hove ploutiEul fruit. Tlu'ougK tho rights and libortios odufori’e.d 
upon* tliom and inoroiusod by tlu) ompoi’oi's shioo Conrad 11 they hud now 
bccoiuo ikuu-usUiug oouuuimitioa, and thoir niunorous uiul widl foutiluid 
roaidenoos lairdorod tlio great ooinniortnnl watorwiiy of tho Uliino. TJiey 
till decUiiod IhomHulvoa on tho mUIo of tl»o ugvd oniporor; liiolc .seomod to 
dosort Ilia sviolccd son. Under Uio iimak of hyj)ocnHy he oaine to Coblon/,, 
luuubled liiiuHoir bcfuro bin fatlior, and hogged for forgivciujaa: tho priuoea 
nsgomblod in Mainz wore to Hottlo lh« luab ipuirroh Tim father forgavo 
Ilia son, and took him in bin arnm wilU learH; then iinsuMpiujtingly ho rodo 
with bini to tho iijipoinlod jilaoo of mooting, but tho aon with (jvil minnhig 
doGoyod him to tho fortroMH of Ihiokollmiin in Nahothalo: tho grating foil 
behind tlio einporoi' aa ho onlorod, and lio found liinmolf Jiia Hou’a priHOiior. 
Tho latter witli his priiumn dciuandod Ida voluntary abditnition and tho 
anri’cndai’ing ol the crown jinvelft. Uvokm down by nnwCovinno the M man 
iuul to aoe{j(lo to Iho.so mpiosta. lUit now abuHOH and even duugor of doalb 
threatened him 5 then ho Hod frout"tlm eiiHtody of lii.s won, and tlio faithful 
towns again armed for Ida Hiifoty. 'I'ho war Imgau anew, and ils iHsuo 
was hard to forotoU ; then tlio nows (umio from Ldtlieli tliat tho (miporor was 
dead ( 1 X 0 ( 1 ). Even in doatU tho ban woighod upon him, for his eoirui ro- 
mainod unbuvlod for over iivo yoavH in uiioonHimrated plajjOH} l)ut tho peo])lo 
loiully lamoulod tho doavLy lovod riihu', who after tl»o uliorl, on'orn of youth 
bad boon ho long and boavily ullliolod by miHfortimo. (Joriiiinly liis last yoars 
did miuili, if tlio old (dironiolors may bo bcliovod, to rimiove tlio Hliiins of 
iiiH early follioH and orimoH. Ito ih ropresimlod uh having, after liin viotory 
ovor (b’ogory Vlf, protooLod tho p<»u’ ugaiiwt tlioir ojiiirc'HsorH, put down 
robbery, adniiniatorod juntlco, and muinluinod Ibo jmblio iieuoo. 


II13NIIY V AMI) TIlK WAU ()F IN 

Ilonry V was now aoknowlodgod througlmuL tlm em})ii'0. Ho owod bin 
orown to the papal party and tbo prinous, i)uL no Hoonor was im in poMHOHsion 
of the power for winch ho bad strivon than lio showed that ho hail rosolutiou 
onougli to bold Ida own agaiuHt all ooinors. A-broad bo siujooodi'd in voHl.or- 
big tlm dominion of tlio om])iro ovor h'lundorn anil HOimring his woHlorn 
fi’onUov 5 bis eampaigns on tlio eiwlorn border, against lh)bvml, Hungary, 
and Bohemia, were Iohh Cortiinato. In tho iidorior and in Ids rolaLions to 
tho priweort ho could olToot litllo oluvugo in Uic ooudiLimw which had grown 
up under Ifonry IV. 'rJjo (iof.s, largo mid Himvll, had long Hinoo liooome 
lievcditavy, tho crown property bad dwindled sadly j hardly any district wan 
under tlio diroct rulo of tho king. In euHO of war tlm latter Hiimnioiiod 
Ida groat vassals, and they in tludr turn sumuxoned Uveir feudal retainovn 
and “ ininiatorials ” — i.e.^ vasHulHj and tlioso oonstitutod tlio army of tlio 
empire. Tbim foudalusiu had pmiotraled to the lowest ranks of the iicoplo, 
but tho king way .still regarded as tho ruling lioud of tho state ; and u power¬ 
ful monarch at tho luutd of this body of many luoiubovs could aoeomplisU 
luoi'o than tlio oUier .sovoroigns of Muropo, whoso jjower in their oivn 
domiinoiis was no loss roHlriolod by Ibul (it tbeir groat YasHids. 

Devoid of heart and coiisoienoo though ho might bo, Honry V was by 
no means doficient in the xmidonco and oapuoity for govoriuiiout which bad 
ohaructorisod Ids forefathors, IIo poaaosaod ro.solntiou and boldnessj but bo 
waa hasty and procix>itato, and oftojf fruatrutod Ids own groat purposea by 
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aots of arbitrary violence. The papal party soon realised that they had 
mistaken Jus characLer j for he eontested the papal right of investiture even 
more resolutely than his father had done, and as early as 1110 he undertook 
a brilliant expedition to Rome in connection with the matter. When he 
readied Lombardy and held a diet of the empire on the plains of Ronoaglia 
near Piacenza, the Italian cities (with the exception of Milan and Pavia) 
which had riRcn more rapidly than those of Germany and to a height of 
prosperity oven greater, acknowledged lus supremacy and the countess 
Matilda did him homage as her feudal lord. In the year 1111 he arrived at 
Homo, 

The quarrel with Pojie Pasdial II had broken out afresh over the ques¬ 
tion of Ills coronation and the investiture, but at length the disputants came 
to an agreement to the effect that the emperor should renounce the right of 
investiture and that the pope should prevail upon the lords spiritual to resign 
all temporal dominion in the empire. The pope then led the Icing to St. 
Peter’s, according to ancient usage, amidst hynans of praise and great rejoic¬ 
ings. Henry, however, had already surrounded the cathedral by Germans. 
WJiGii the bishops refused the renunciation required of them, and the 
emperor consequently demanded Ml rights of investiture, the pope was in 
doubt as to whether ho should proceed with the coronation under these 
cii'oumstauooa. Ono of Henry’s retinue cried impatiently; “What need of 
HO many words ? It is the will of my lord the king to be crowned as Oharle- 
magiie was! ” 

From that moment the pope and his cardinals were prisoners. Henry 
carried the former off with him, in spite of a furious tumult at Homo, through 
which Jio and his laiights cut tlioir way with tlie sword. But the spirit of 
Gregory VII lived on in the church; when the pope, his spirit broxen by 
oonllnomojit, granted the king the right of investing bishops and abbots, and 
actually crowned Ilonry after his release from prison, the cardinals and the 
Ifymudv clergy excommunicated bhe emperor and continued the conflict with 
their ghostly weapons. Moanwliile Henry V had returned to Germany, 
wJicro fortune still smiled upon liini; for at Warnstedt, to the north of the 
UiuVi, liiH general Hoyor von Mansfeld defeated the Saxon and Tliuriiigiaii 
nohlos, with Ludwig dor Springer, “ the jumper,” and Wiprecht von Groitzsch 
among thoin, who had risen in revolt against tlie imperial house with their 
old Hlubhorn dollancc (1113). 

I'ho oinporor, who had just concluded a brilliant marriage with Matilda 
of JCngliiiid, was now at the Imight of lus power; but he nevertheless did 
not succeed in pormaiiently establishing the royal authority in North Ger¬ 
many, where tlie yaxons in particular were constantly striving to secure a 
more iiidopcndont po.sition. When Henry was ou an expedition against the 
FrinianH, the city of Cologne rebelled, and the princes of the lower Rhine 
oiitorod into alliance with it. Henry’s good fortune deserted him before its 
wuUh ; and his enemies lifted their heads on all sides. By his action m 
imprisoning Count Ludwig of Thuringia he had incurred the violent resenfc- 
munt of tlio Maxon and Thuringiaii nobles. They arose afresh in rebellion, 
and tliis time they dcfcatod the ©inporou at WelfcsUolze near Mansfeld in the 
Harz (lUT)). The whole of North Germany and almost the whole of 
tlio German church foil away from him ; in South Germany, on the conti'ary, 
his nephew, Ji'riodrich von Staufon, duke of Swabia, remained loyal to the 
imporial cause, as did Bavaria under Wolf, 

Ileiiry himself had gone to Italy again (1116-1118), another cause ot 
quarrel having been added to the War of Investiture, which still dragged 
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[1111-1122 A,!).] 

on. (ioiuiteaa i\liiUl(la iiiul liiul bc(|iioaL]iod all lioi* IiiiuIh and gnoda 

to tlio lioly HOC. A groat part of tlio laud, liowovor, wiia hold aa ti iiof of tlio 
empire, and aliould Lhereforo have reverted to the Icing on hor death 'without 
iaauG; and Henry further laid claim to h<‘r allodium^ or ])i'opoi’ty, on the 
ground of nciir icinaliip. Whilo lio was iu Italy J^iHchal 11 died. 

In the person of his next ancccasor hut one, the papal tlirono was occu¬ 
pied, for tho drat time ainco the reign of IJildolmiud, by a jjopo who had not 
boGii a monk, TIuh was (luido of Vioimo, a Biirguiuliiin of high raiilc and a 
kinamau of llenrv’a, who toolc the niimo of ChdixtuH 11. 'L'ho elcvulion of 
this prudent and iar-aighted man olfcred tlui eniporor tlio prospeut of rocoii- 
ciliatioii, although the new pope had hithurto bi'oii tlio loadui' of his oppo¬ 
nents among the cardinalu; and iiogolialioiiH were sot on foot. (Vlixtus 
wont to Eriiiico, which country, st-riving upwards with frosh vigour over 
since tlio CiUHiidcH, liccamo tho zealous clianipion of the pajau^y, J^'or a long 
time the nogotiiitiona led to no roault; a porsoiud iuLevview hetweim tho 
]K)pQ and the emperor wuh jirojccUid, but the distruHt of yoiivH and tho mem¬ 
ory of tho capture of Paachal 11 provonted it from taking place, (^alixtuH 
rclainod tho upjjcv hand in Italy, Henry in (lorimuiy. But in Hjiilc of many 
aueocHHOH on oither wide, botli wore inclined to moderate their deinandH. 
The ('lOrnian princes aHSumod the oflieo of inediatorH, and after lifty yearH 
of strife tho invostiture qinuTol wua soUlod liy tho (knicordut of VVin’nm 
in 1122, 

Tlicj king rofligiKid tiio iiivoHtituro with ring’ and eroHlei', but obfaijied the 
privilege that tlio oloctiou of bishoim sliould lake })la(5e in liis jiroseiuse or in 
tliai of Ilia I’OproHOutativo, and that — in (iermany at leaat — they hIiouIiI 
vocoivo the territory apportaining to their hooh in llcf from the imperial 
orown heforo they wore conHoeratod, Thuatho mnperor had Hooured much j 
but tho papacy, on the other hand, bud acquired a eoiiHiderablo inlhumeo in 
imperial affaii'H, and the loyalty of tho hwhopH, which hail been the Htrongest 
pillarofiho throne, began to waver. Henry died at Nimeguen (1125) with¬ 
out isHUe; and the people, who hud never loved him, saw in his childb'Hsness 
the I'cti’ihutioii for the war with Jiis fatlier, and Ids tnuisgressioii of liis duty 
as a son. 

Vi'om tho hands of Ileiuy 11 tho Kmneonmu dynasty received a re-eoii- 
solidalcd empire, although tlio great liefs williin it laid alruady Ijeeomo 
horoditavy. Tho lirst princes of the line, (Jonnid II and Henry HI, who in 
greatness wore secanid to none of the enijmcors of {Icrmiiny, luu'l so strengtli- 
onud the royal power Unit bolli were able to cherish (lie dream of an empire 
such us Otto the (iveal’s had been. 'I'lieir power jmssed to a ebild, and tho 
nobles broke away from tho curb all the sooner that it had heeii drawn over- 
tiglit. At the Manic time tho chiireh entered (he Imld as a fresh [lower, 
wielding forces that were bettor organised and more deeply rooted in the 
popular mind than those of the empire, and armed with roHonrees more 
olliciLciouH thuii the sword. 

Ilciivy V, whoso clnvracter offered so many points o])eu to attaclf, siui- 
cinubcd iu the coiiilict with these two forccH. 'J'owavds the end of tiie 
clovontli coiiUiry all fiefs had become hereditary, and bishojiries were no 
longer uncoiuliticmally at tho emporor’H dispoHal j and he was therefore (-on- 
strained to rely upon his dyiuistie poaseasions and Iub mend nHeondoney. In 
inannorM and education tho (Joriniiny of tho eleventh <ieiitury lugged lichind 
the awakening intellcoLual life of tho Uoniancu nutioiiH. 'riio great elfoets 
of tho Crusades had to booomo inauifeHt hefero the orowniug glory of tljo 
kliddlo Ages could extoiid to that country.* 



THE ERAHCOHIAN DYKASTY 650 

[1122-1125 A.D.] 

With the death of Plenry V the Eranconian dynasty came to an end. 
'j'he change of dynasty furnishes us a convenient place to pause in our nar> 
rativo of the developnieiib of the Western Empire. We have seen that the 
centre of inflneuce has long since shifted to the Nortli, and that the Western 
Empire, though Roman in inune, la essentially German in fact. Several 
import[int emperors are to come upon tlie scene in the next two or three 
centuries, and such men as Frederick Barbaroasa and Frederick II will make 
Italy tlie field of some of tlieii* most prominent activities. Nevertheless, 
these emperors are German and the records of their lives are a component 
part of the history of the German Empire. We shall again take up the story 
of the German Empire in a later volume with the accession of the Holien- 
ataufena. Now for a time we are to turn back to the East, to witness the 
development of a wonderful oriental civilisation.^ 







luan'^.iU'iNdK-i.ivST Ain'iroiirrtKS uv (uiap^hcub 


[’I'lvo Ittttor " in for Vklllorial MitUnr,] 

OiiAmui r. ()i>oAt;ivit 10 tiii; 'rmuMWi oi- Nakukh 

‘’iIoiiN Jl. Hoiiv, .I Jfhtoit/u/'l/ii' fMOr ItiuiKin limniir. ■ " ’Piiom \h Moixjuin, hull/ mnl 
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lOiNiiAiiii (KoiniiahiO. hmiivomin.■ •' .loi jus 1/ii'i'ioi'r) hh JMii/ioiwn 
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